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Could you not watch with me one hour?
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Reading insight

As Paul and Timothy wrote the epistles to the saints of the new
churches in Colossae, they thanked God for their faith and
love, and prayed for the growth of their deeply rooted faith that
all things are created by Christ and for Christ.

Colossia

9 And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray
for you, asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of
his willinall spiritual wisdom and understanding,

1050 as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleas-
ing to him, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing
in the knowledge of God.

11 May you be strengthened with all power, according to his
glorious might, for all endurance and patience with joy,

12 giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share
inthe inheritance of the saints in light.

13 He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and
transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son,

14in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all
creation.

16 For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth,
visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers
or authorities--all things were created through him and for
him.

17 And he is before all things, and in him all things hold to-
gether.

18 And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the begin-
ning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might
be preeminent.

19For in himall the fullness of God was pleased to dwell,

20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, wheth-
er on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his

Cross.

created? (v.-16)
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By whom, through whom,
and for whom are all things
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Through whom and by what
is the harmony among all
things and between God and
all things possible? (v. 20)
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In the midst of Civil War on November 19, 1863, Abraham Lincoln
: at Gettysburg made the famous speech by quoting from Theodore
: Parker, “government of the people, by the people, and for the
] people”. The speech used three prepositions; “of, by and for" to
I:'l'A 7 I E O P : illustrate the appropriate relationship between the government and
9 (i} ne rayel' : the people. On the other hand, Paul 1,800 years earlier than Lin-
2 L DOALS QR E;H : coln, through three prepositions of “by, through, and for”, taught
= To =2o= &° 3 the believers who Christ was. Paul had a special reason for writing
XLI0 | RA| OMr S AI-OE ! the epistle to the saints of the newly planted church in Colossae.
=] T 202 20— : Although they had the faith, they did not yet fully understand what
A'iiél-b 74 |:_|. O TIA L’l I:l_ : it meant to believe in Christ and the sovereignty and sufficiency
2LVl 22 Xd . ] of Christ. Al things including all worldly power and authority were
created by Christ and through Christ and for Christ. (v. 16)
: We should not forget that Christ was the king of the kings though
= = : He died on the cross defenselessly as a young ram. All things in
0 ILIQIQI‘ AI'E!XI‘% -?—I .°_|' 7 IE ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, : the world we live cannot exist without Christ. (v. 17) There exist

WS|QF AHRES 218t 7= unrighteous things in the world as if the world is taken over by

Pl'ayel' for Churches & Pastors Prayer for Churches & Pastors | evil power but that is not true reality. In spite of the existence of
A 024 Aol B3], 0]E(A) 1 unrighteousness, true reality is that Jesus Christ will ultimately rule

[
D I II_-Icl:'l 0‘" %O-I X:i 9}1: BCAEBIIGIBIAR W |, Z31H(A) 1 the world and through Him all things will live in harmony. As we
MHE3(9} 2JGE 93t 7| 1 face new year 2020, the faith that we must grab on is that this new

ﬂil%% 'Cl)‘ 6H 7 |Eg|:||'|-| E-l' year will be ruled by Him, through Him and for Him.
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Reading insight

Solomon prayed to God while consecrating the temple. Solo—
mon implored God to hear the people in prayer looking up the
temple and to heed their pleading.

2 Chronicles 6:12-21

12 Then Solomon stood before the altar of the LORD in the
presence of all the assembly of Israel and spread out his
hands.

13 Solomon had made a bronze platform five cubits long,
five cubits wide, and three cubits high, and had set it in the
court, and he stood on it. Then he knelt on his knees in the
presence of all the assembly of Israel, and spread out his
hands toward heaven,

14 and said, “O LORD, God of Israel, there is no God like
you, in heaven or on earth, keeping covenant and showing
steadfast love to your servants who walk before you with all
their heart,

15 who have kept with your servant David my father what
you declared to him. You spoke with your mouth, and with
your hand have fulfilled it this day.

16 Now therefore, O LORD, God of Israel, keep for your ser-
vant David my father what you have promised him, saying,
“You shall not lack a man to sit before me on the throne of
Israel, if only your sons pay close attention to their way, to
walk in my law as you have walked before me.’

17 Now therefore, O LORD, God of Israel, let your word be
confirmed, which you have spoken to your servant David.

18 “But will God indeed dwell with man on the earth? Be-
hold, heaven and the highest heaven cannot contain you,
how much less this house that T have built!

19 Yet have regard to the prayer of your servant and to his
plea, O LORD my God, listening to the cry and to the prayer
that your servant prays before you,

20 that your eyes may be open day and night toward this
house, the place where you have promised to set your name,
that you may listen to the prayer that your servant offers to-
ward this place.

21 And listen to the pleas of your servant and of your peo-
ple Israel, when they pray toward this place. And listen from
heaven your dwelling place, and when you hear, forgive.
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What is the content of Solo-
mon's prayer? (vs. 20-21)
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Do you have your own soli—
tary place to pray like being at
the Temple? Let us examine
our prayer life.
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As Solomon consecrated the Temple, he prayed to God. As the
people of God prays looking up the Temple, Solomon implores to
God to hear their prayers and heed their pleadings. Solomon built
the Temple for God. The Temple will be the house where God will
reside. At the same time, Solomon knew that God is much bigger
than what the house would be able to accommodate. Nonethe—
less Solomon prayed to God to hear the prayers of the people
whether they pray at the Temple or just looking up the Temple. In
fact, the people needed the Temple more than God.

How many friends can you count during your life time with whom
you can share heart —to — heart dialogue? If you have someone
you can talk to on heart —to — heart basis when you face diffi—
culty or hardship in life, you are blessed. How would it be if that
someone is God? If we can let out our pains and worries when
we pray, that would be a big comfort and strength in our life in
the midst of struggle. To pray such as these, we need a place
like the Temple. A Place that could confirm that there is a God
and He listens to our prayer of imploration. When there is such
a distinguishable space and time for prayer, we can finally turn
our attention to God from the reality that we are facing. When
there is free time to pray while looking up to God as we look up
to the temple, we can continue to pray to God who is present all
the time and everywhere.
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Reading insight

As Solomon consecrated the Temple, he made an extravagant
amount of offering and observed seasonal rituals. God made
it clear that He would reside in the Temple as Solomon sought
but if the people of Israel betrayed Him and left Him, then He
would abandon them.

2 Chronicles 7:11-20

11 Thus Solomon finished the house of the LORD and the
king’s house. All that Solomon had planned to do in the
house of the LORD and in his own house he successfully ac-
complished.

12 Then the LORD appeared to Solomon in the night and
said to him: “I have heard your prayer and have chosen this
place for myselfas a house of sacrifice.

13 When I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or
command the locust to devour the land, or send pestilence
among my people,

14 if my people who are called by my name humble them-
selves, and pray and seek my face and turn from their wick-
ed ways, then [ will hear from heaven and will forgive their
sinand heal their land.

15 Now my eyes will be open and my ears attentive to the
prayer that is made in this place.

16 For now [ have chosen and consecrated this house that my
name may be there forever. My eyes and my heart will be
there for all time.

17 And as for you, if you will walk before me as David your
father walked, doing according to all that | have commanded
you and keeping my statutes and my rules,

18 then I will establish your royal throne, as I covenanted
with David your father, saying, “You shall not lack a man to
rule Israel.’

19 “But if you turn aside and forsake my statutes and my
commandments that [ have set before you, and go and serve
other gods and worship them,

20 then I will pluck you up from my land that I have given
you, and this house that I have consecrated for my name, I
will cast out of my sight, and I will make it a proverb and a
byword among all peoples.

a4 202

Engaging with Words

SiLIE2 2|7t O EH=E 2
Y If SCAILL SMGIAILL HY
2 AT oL
(14%)

What does the Scripture say
about what our attitude
should be toward God that
would elicit God's promise
that He would hear us, for-
give us, and bless us with
prosperity? (v. 14)

SIHE SHE2 O Z<0 0
AdfAS HOF H2| 0 S8 H
2|70 skL7R (20F)

On the other hand, under
what circumstance, did God
say that He would abandon
Israel and the Temple as
well? (v. 20)

SA S0 2t
God Moment
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God answered the prayer of Solomon. God said that He would
listen to the prayers at the Temple with attentive ears and eyes.
God also said that His heart and attention would be with the
Temple. The promise of God toward the people of Israel is sur-
prising. The same promise of God still applies to us, that is, God
still pays attention to our livelihood and hears our mourning.
However, there is a necessary condition to maintain the rela—
tionship between God and us. As much as God pays attention
to us, we need to keep obeying the command of God. As all our
relationship is based on mutual reciprocity, our relationship with
God is also mutually reciprocal.

There are people who claim that there is no God. It is not that
God does not exist but we fail to understand the truth that God
exists, do we? There are people who agonize that they could
not hear the voice of God. It may be that those could not tune
to the same frequency as God, could they? There are people
who complain that God does not heed their prayers. It may be
that those did not pray to seek the will of God but to seek selfish
personal gains, did they? The cause of the problem lies with us
but we often seek to find a problem on God. God always keeps
faithful relationship with us. The problem lies with us. As God is
faithful to us, we must be faithful to God. Only then our relation—
ship with God would be on solid footing.
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Reading insight

To confirm the reputation of Solomon, the Queen of Sheba
came to visit Solomon and she was overwhelmed with his
wisdom and the grandeur of the kingdom. Solomon'’s kingdom
prospered and enjoyed the glory and wealth and the kings of
the world visited Israel to study his wisdom. Solomon ruled Is—
rael for 40 years and died.

2 Chronicles 9:1-11

1 Now when the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solo-
mon, she came to Jerusalem to test him with hard questions,
having a very great retinue and camels bearing spices and
very much gold and precious stones. And when she came to
Solomon, she told him all that was on her mind.

2 And Solomon answered all her questions. There was noth-
ing hidden from Solomon that he could not explain to her.

3 And when the queen of Sheba had seen the wisdom of Sol-
omon, the house that he had built,

4 the food of his table, the seating of his officials, and the at-
tendance of his servants, and their clothing, his cupbearers,
and their clothing, and his burnt offerings that he offered at
the house of the LORD, there was no more breath in her.

5 And she said to the king, “The report was true that [ heard
in my own land of your words and of your wisdom,

6 but [ did not believe the reports until I came and my own
eyes had seen it. And behold, half the greatness of your wis-
dom was not told me; you surpass the report that I heard.

7 Happy are your wives! Happy are these your servants, who
continually stand before you and hear your wisdom!

8 Blessed be the LORD your God, who has delighted in you
and set you on his throne as king for the LORD your God!
Because your God loved Israel and would establish them
forever, he has made you king over them, that you may exe-
cute justice and righteousness.”

2 Then she gave the king 120 talents of gold, and a very great
quantity of spices, and precious stones. There were no spices
such as those that the queen of Sheba gave to King Solomon.

10 Moreover, the servants of Hiram and the servants of Sol-
omon, who brought gold from Ophir, brought algum wood
and precious stones.

11 And the king made from the algum wood supports for the
house of the LORD and for the king’s house, lyres also and
harps for the singers. There never was seen the like of them
before in the land of Judah.

How strongly did the Queen
of Sheba extol the wisdom of
Solomon? (vs 5-6)

E2 29 X[GE 2 At (&9
T2 T 7HK| LIOtZL{7F?
(7, 8%)

When the Queen of Sheba
realized the wisdom of Solo—
mon, how far did she extol
Solomon? (vs. 7-8)
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Upon hearing the reputation of Solomon, the Queen of Sheba
came to visit Jerusalem to test the wisdom of Solomon. But
she became flabbergasted at his wisdom and the grandeur of
the palace. The Queen of Sheba proclaimed that Solomon is
much more outstanding than the rumor and highly praised him.
That praise did not stop at Solomon. The praise extended to
the people who were the subjects of Solomon and to God who
allowed such king.

When Solomon became king, God asked Solomon what he
wanted to be given. When Solomon asked for wisdom, he fig-
ured that wisdom of God would be necessary to rule his people.
He was not interested in utilizing wisdom for his personal gains
or recognition. If the wisdom is used for the people, then people
will see not Solomon but God who gave wisdom to Solomon.
People often claim that they are doing what they are doing for
God but they end up doing for their own sake. Then what they
intended to do for God can come around to bring shame to
God. When Peter protested to Jesus about how He would suffer
and die on the cross, he was refuted by Jesus who said, “Get
behind me, Satan.” Peter was eager to be self-righteous and
inadvertently played the role of Satan. It is a reason for our in—
cessant self-examination.
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Reading insight

Newly appointed king Rehoboam did not understand the cries
of his people. Rehoboam ignored the advice of the elders who
recommended generous treatment of the people but accept-
ed the advice of his young subjects who recommended even
heavier yoke for the people. As a result, the northern Israel
rebelled and betrayed the House of David.

2 Chronicles 10:8-19

8 But he abandoned the counsel that the old men gave him, and
took counsel with the young men who had grown up with him
and stood before him.

9 And he said to them, “What do you advise that we answer this
people who have said to me, ‘Lighten the yoke that your father
putonus’?”

10 And the young men who had grown up with him said to him,
“Thus shall you speak to the people who said to you, ‘Your fa-
ther made our yoke heavy, but you lighten it for us’; thus shall
you say to them, ‘My little finger is thicker than my father’s
thighs.

11 And now, whereas my father laid on you a heavy yoke, I will
add to your yoke. My father disciplined you with whips, but I
will discipline you with scorpions.’”

12.So Jeroboam and all the people came to Rehoboam the third
day, as the king said, “Come to me again the third day.”

13 And the king answered them harshly; and forsaking the
counsel of the old men,

14 King Rehoboam spoke to them according to the counsel of
the young men, saying, “My father made your yoke heavy, but
I will add to it. My father disciplined you with whips, but I will
discipline you with scorpions.”

15 So the king did not listen to the people, for it was a turn of
affairs brought about by God that the LORD might fulfill his
word, which he spoke by Ahijah the Shilonite to Jeroboam the
son of Nebat.

16 And when all Israel saw that the king did not listen to them,
the people answered the king, “What portion have we in David?
‘We have no inheritance in the son of Jesse. Each of you to your
tents, O Israel! Look now to your own house, David.” So all Is-
rael went to their tents.

17 But Rehoboam reigned over the people of Israel who lived in
the cities of Judah.

18 Then King Rehoboam sent Hadoram, who was taskmas-
ter over the forced labor, and the people of Israel stoned him to
death with stones. And King Rehoboam quickly mounted his
chariot to flee to Jerusalem.

19 So Israel has been in rebellion against the house of David to
this day.
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What was the request of the
people when they told Re-
hoboam that they were ready
1o serve him as their king?
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How did Rehoboam decide
to treat his people? (v. 14)
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Rehoboam became king after Solomon. People came to Re-
hoboam and pleaded for lighter yoke than what they had carried
under the rule of former king Solomon. Behind the glory of Solo—
mon, there was the shadow of people of Israel laden with heavy
yoke. Behind every glorious history there was always a shadow.
Fortunately, the author of the Chronicles recorded not only the
glory of Solomon but also the yoke of the people.

Rehoboam sought the advice of both sides. The elders who
served his late father king Solomon advised him to be generous
to the people. On the other hand, the young subjects who grew
up with Rehoboam advised him to hand down heavier yoke to
the people. Unfortunately, Rehoboam ignored the advice of the
elders but followed the advice of the young subjects and hand-
ed down horrible answer to the people.

Which advice is right for the king Rehoboam is not as important
as the fact that Rehoboam failed to recognize the sufferings of
the people. The people pleaded to lighten the heavy yoke but
instead the decision to hand down even heavier yoke to the
people was a clear indication of his character as a leader as to
how incapable he was to understand the pains of the people.
There is nobody in the world who would truly follow a leader
who is incapable of sharing the same pain as his or hers. That
was the cause of Israel’s betrayal of the House of David.
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Reading insight

As Rehoboam assembled a large army, he decided to listen to
the prophet Shemaiah and decided not to fight against Israel.
Instead they turned their towns into fortresses and fortified
their towns with shields and spears. All the priests and Levites
throughout the northern Israel came to Rehoboam as they
were unable to perform their duties as priests.

2 Chronicles 11:1-12

1T When Rehoboam came to Jerusalem, he assembled the
house of Judah and Benjamin, 180,000 chosen warriors, to
fight against Israel, to restore the kingdom to Rehoboam.

2 But the word of the LORD came to Shemaiah the man of
God:

3 “Say to Rehoboam the son of Solomon, king of Judah, and
to all Israel in Judah and Benjamin,

4 “Thus says the LORD, You shall not go up or fight against
your relatives. Return every man to his home, for this thing
is from me.”” So they listened to the word of the LORD and
returned and did not go against Jeroboam.

5 Rehoboam lived in Jerusalem, and he built cities for de-
fense in Judah.

6 He built Bethlehem, Etam, Tekoa,
7 Beth-zur, Soco, Adullam,

8 Gath, Mareshah, Ziph,

9 Adoraim, Lachish, Azekah,

10 Zorah, Aijalon, and Hebron, fortified cities that are in Ju-
dah and in Benjamin.

11 He made the fortresses strong, and put commanders in
them, and stores of food, oil, and wine.

12 And he put shields and spears in all the cities and made
them very strong. So he held Judah and Benjamin.

U 202

Engaging with Words
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(11, 12%)

What did Rehoboam do to
fortify the cities? (vs. 11-12)
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What kinds of things would
become unnecessary and
newly necessary if South and
North Korea are united?
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God Moment
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Israel and Judah were finally divided into two countries and
confronted each other. Rehoboam managed to assemble an
army of one hundred eighty thousand soldiers and was ready
to fight against Israel but God intervened and he decided not
to fight after all. Instead Rehoboam decided to build the cities
of Judah into fortresses. He fortified the defense of the cities
with supply of food, olive oil and wine, and with shields and
spears. Having been treated unnecessary before the breakout,
now after the division these things are necessary. One hundred
eighty thousand soldiers conscribed and cities were fortified and
weapons were stock piled.

The situation of the division of Israel and Judah naturally reminds
us of Korean peninsula which still remains as the only coun-
try divided in the world. It is estimated that the annual military
spending of South Korea is about $40 billion and that of the North
is $10 billion. And 1.3 million young people of the North and 0.6
million of the South are trained to prepare for a potential war.
Some people are against unification because the cost would be
too high. But the cost of division must be considered because
the cost stems from confrontation. It is projected that If the mil-
itary spending could be diverted to boost the economy, even
less amount than the military budget could create more robust
economic growth. The enormous opportunities of the prosperity
that has been lost due to the division between South and North
Korea is a good indication of how foolish human beings are.
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Reading insight

As the position of Rehoboam as king became firmly estab—
lished, he had abandoned the law of the LORD. Then God sent
Shishak king of Egypt to attack the people of Judah. When the
people repented and humbled themselves, God did not destroy
the people of Judah. But it was not a total salvation.

2 Chronicles 12:1-12

1 When the rule of Rehoboam was established and he was
strong, he abandoned the law of the LORD, and all Israel with
him.

2In the fifth year of King Rehoboam, because they had been un-
faithful to the LORD, Shishak king of Egypt came up against
Jerusalem

3 with 1,200 chariots and 60,000 horsemen. And the people
were without number who came with him from Egypt--Liby-
ans, Sukkiim, and Ethiopians.

4 And he took the fortified cities of Judah and came as far as Je-
rusalem.

5 Then Shemaiah the prophet came to Rehoboam and to the
princes of Judah, who had gathered at Jerusalem because of
Shishak, and said to them, “Thus says the LORD, ‘You aban-
doned me, so [ have abandoned you to the hand of Shishak.””

6 Then the princes of Israel and the king humbled themselves
and said, “The LORD is righteous.”

7When the LORD saw that they humbled themselves, the word
of the LORD came to Shemaiah: “They have humbled them-
selves. [ will not destroy them, but I will grant them some deliv-

erance, and my wrath shall not be poured out on Jerusalem by
the hand of Shishak.

8 Nevertheless, they shall be servants to him, that they may
know my service and the service of the kingdoms of the coun-
tries.”

2 So Shishak king of Egypt came up against Jerusalem. He took
away the treasures of the house of the LORD and the treasures
of the king’s house. He took away everything. He also took
away the shields of gold that Solomon had made,

10 and King Rehoboam made in their place shields of bronze
and committed them to the hands of the officers of the guard,
who kept the door of the king’s house.

11 And as often as the king went into the house of the LORD,
the guard came and carried them and brought them back to the
guardroom.

12 And when he humbled himself the wrath of the LORD turned
from him, so as not to make a complete destruction. Moreover,
conditions were good in Judah.
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What was the reason for
God's abandonment of the
people of Judah? (v. 5)
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What was the reason for the
LORD'’s incomplete salvation
of the people of Judah?

(vs. 7-8)
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Redemption barely made
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All Israel followed him. The author of the Chronicles claimed
that the price of the sins of Rehoboam was an attack of Jeru-
salem by Shishak the king of Egypt. The LORD said through
the prophet Shemaiah, “You have abandoned me; therefore, |
now abandon you to Shishak.” Then Rehoboam and the leaders
of Israel humbled themselves. When the LORD saw that they
humbled themselves the LORD said that he would not destroy
them. But the LORD said that they would “barely” be redeemed.
The new translation Bible said, “They would be redeemed but
barely.”

This sounds like there are different grades of salvation. But this
means that the LORD would not completely destroy them in or-
der to teach them that there is a difference between serving the
LORD and serving worldly countries. If salvation does not simply
mean that we could go to the kingdom of God if we believe in
Jesus, then there must be different grades of salvation. St. Paul
said in Philippians 2:12, “Continue to work out your salvation with
fear and trembling.” Though we received redemption by be-
lieving in Jesus but we continue to work out our salvation as St.
Paul confessed. If we cannot serve God and if we do not have
the joy of salvation here and now, then we may be discriminat—
ing ourselves as “barely saved”.
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Reading insight

As Asa became king succeeding Abijah he destroyed idolatries
and ordered his people to obey the Law of the LORD. When
the Cushite attacked Judah, Asa repelled them by depending
the help of God.

2 Chronicles 14:4-13

4and commanded Judah to seek the LORD, the God of their
fathers, and to keep the law and the commandment.

5 He also took out of all the cities of Judah the high places
and the incense altars. And the kingdom had rest under him.

6 He built fortified cities in Judah, for the land had rest. He
had no war in those years, for the LORD gave him peace.

7 And he said to Judah, “Let us build these cities and sur-
round them with walls and towers, gates and bars. The land
is still ours, because we have sought the LORD our God. We
have sought him, and he has given us peace on every side.”
So they built and prospered.

8 And Asa had an army of 300,000 from Judah, armed with
large shields and spears, and 280,000 men from Benjamin
that carried shields and drew bows. All these were mighty
men of valor.

9 Zerah the Ethiopian came out against them with an army
of a million men and 300 chariots, and came as far as Mare-
shah.

10 And Asa went out to meet him, and they drew up their
lines of battle in the Valley of Zephathah at Mareshah.

11 And Asa cried to the LORD his God, “O LORD, there
is none like you to help, between the mighty and the weak.
Help us, O LORD our God, for we rely on you, and in your
name we have come against this multitude. O LORD, you
are our God; let not man prevail against you.”

12 So the LORD defeated the Ethiopians before Asa and be-
fore Judah, and the Ethiopians fled.

13 Asa and the people who were with him pursued them as
far as Gerar, and the Ethiopians fell until none remained
alive, for they were broken before the LORD and his army.
The men of Judah carried away very much spoil.
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What were the sizes of the
army of Asa and that of Zerah
of the Cushite? (vs. 8-9)
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In the prayers of king Asa
when he asked for God's
help, if you could find some-
thing impressive, what could
it be? (v. 11)
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Asa eliminated idolatries and ordered his people to obey the will
of God. Asa confessed that he sought the LORD and the LORD
gave him peace. But even at the time of peace, crisis could
come without fail. Zerah of the Cushite led army of one million
soldiers and marched into Judah. The sheer number must have
been scary. King Asa cried out to God and prayed for help. He
confessed that “O Lord, no one but you can help the powerless
against the mighty!” (v. 11) The new translation of the Bible said,
“When the LORD decides to help, the number either large or
small, or the strong or the week, is immaterial.”

We humans react primarily to what is seen by our eyes. We
are especially sensitive to numbers. Our confidence increas—
es when the number is high but decreases when it is low. The
numbers become a measuring stick for success or failure. We
are never free from the numbers either large or small. And at
times our religiosity is measured in terms of frequency of church
attendance and the church growth is measured by the head
count. But many times, those numbers are empty numbers. The
numbers do not necessarily tell the whole story. God is bigger
than the numbers. God sometimes allows the week to win over
the strong, and uses small number to dictate His history. If we
were the kind of people who believe in such God, we would be—
lieve that the number alone does not tell the whole story and we
would live accordingly.
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Reading insight

Through the prophet Azariah, God declared that as long as the
people of Israel were with Him, He would be with them. At this,
king Asa removed all the detestable idols and made a cove—
nant with the people gathered to seek God.

2 Chronicles 15:1-4, 9-15

1The Spirit of God came upon Azariah the son of Oded,

2 and he went out to meet Asa and said to him, “Hear me,
Asa, and all Judah and Benjamin: The LORD is with you
while you are with him. If you seek him, he will be found by
you, but if you forsake him, he will forsake you.

3 For a long time Israel was without the true God, and with-
out a teaching priest and without law,

4 but when in their distress they turned to the LORD, the
God of Israel, and sought him, he was found by them.

9 And he gathered all Judah and Benjamin, and those from
Ephraim, Manasseh, and Simeon who were residing with
them, for great numbers had deserted to him from Israel
when they saw that the LORD his God was with him.

10 They were gathered at Jerusalem in the third month of the
fifteenth year of the reign of Asa.

11 They sacrificed to the LORD on that day from the spoil
that they had brought 700 oxen and 7,000 sheep.

12 And they entered into a covenant to seek the LORD, the
God of their fathers, with all their heart and with all their
soul,

13 but that whoever would not seek the LORD, the God of
Israel, should be put to death, whether young or old, man or
woman.

14 They swore an oath to the LORD with a loud voice and
with shouting and with trumpets and with horns.

15 And all Judah rejoiced over the oath, for they had sworn
with all their heart and had sought him with their whole de-
sire, and he was found by them, and the LORD gave them
restall around.

a4 202

Engaging with Words
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When was God with the
people of Judah? When did
God abandon them? (v. 2)
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7R (12, 15%)

What was the reaction of the
people of Judah to the word
of God? What was the result?
(vs. 12, 15)

SA Z0f Bt 5

God Moment
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The book {In the Spirit of Happiness/New Skete Monastery) be—
gins with a story of a seeker who was visiting Priest Lawrence
of New Skete Monatery located in the northern part of New York
state. The seeker was a long—time wanderer of his faith journey.
A story of a monk in the book caught the attention of the seeker,
that is, the value of life at the monastery is equally important to the
monks and to all people, and that claim made him decide to visit
the monastery. The Priest Lawrence who came to the airport to
pick him up in his blue truck wore an ordinary plain outfit. As they
were riding back to Monastery, the Priest asked the seeker what
issue he was facing in life important enough to make him fly out to
New York. As the Priest listened to the seeker for some time, he
again asked lightly, “What have you understood after all these?”
The seeker replied, ‘I realized that the whole world is in sleep,
including myself.” After pausing for a while, the Priest said, “It is all
the same for us. What is important is how true we are to ourselves
when we face the issue of awakening.”

The Priest continued, “How far will you go? The life in this place
will do its best to awaken you. But it is only you who can awaken
yourself. Nobody else can do it. Someone can teach you, invite
you, encourage you, and challenge you, but no one can make you
listen to what you do not want to hear, Awakening is entirely up to
you.” God says He will be with us when we want to be with God,
and we will find God if we seek after God. It is entirely up to us.
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Reading insight

When Israel attacked Judah, king Asa sought the help of king
Ben—-Hadad of Aram. With the help from Aram, Asa managed
to escape from the crisis but the seer Hanani rebuked him for
not seeking the help of God. Asa was enraged and put the
seer Hanani in prison.

2 Chronicles 16:1-10

1 In the thirty-sixth year of the reign of Asa, Baasha king of
Israel went up against Judah and built Ramah, that he might
permit no one to go out or come in to Asa king of Judah.

2 Then Asa took silver and gold from the treasures of the
house of the LORD and the king’s house and sent them to
Ben-hadad king of Syria, who lived in Damascus, saying,

3 “There is a covenant between me and you, as there was be-
tween my father and your father. Behold, I am sending to
you silver and gold. Go, break your covenant with Baasha
king of Israel, that he may withdraw from me.”

4 And Ben-hadad listened to King Asa and sent the com-
manders of his armies against the cities of Israel, and they
conquered [jon, Dan, Abel-maim, and all the store cities of
Naphtali.

5 And when Baasha heard of it, he stopped building Ramah
and let his work cease.

6 Then King Asa took all Judah, and they carried away the
stones of Ramah and its timber, with which Baasha had been
building, and with them he built Geba and Mizpah.

7 At that time Hanani the seer came to Asa king of Judah and
said to him, “Because you relied on the king of Syria, and
did not rely on the LORD your God, the army of the king of
Syria has escaped you.

8 Were not the Ethiopians and the Libyans a huge army with
very many chariots and horsemen? Yet because you relied
on the LORD, he gave them into your hand.

9 For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the
whole earth, to give strong support to those whose heart is
blameless toward him. You have done foolishly in this, for
from now on you will have wars.”

10 Then Asa was angry with the seer and put him in the
stocks in prison, for he was in a rage with him because of
this. And Asa inflicted cruelties upon some of the people at
the same time.
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What was the reason why
the prophet Hanani rebuked
king Asa? (v. 7)
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What are the traits of God
that the prophet Hanani
mentioned? (v. 9)

55



rek
ng
ofs

ML FO Of
oA U ne
BN
u\l

2

[u] _H|:|

0x

ol

<

10

on

i)
-
u}

W32t ALIRIE 93t 7|
Prayer for Churches & Pastors
AEARE S| ZHE(VA)
YUENL WS HHS(VA)
2U9 HIAE 95t 7|

56

Qi=ielo] &2

SIS &ret 2%t Al

— e L

True trust in God

O|AZIA & HIOFALZL S O{L2AL ObAL 2 O & Mot =
== YU HISIR2 Ot 2| RFS #OEH =25 LY
LIC 1 H20] OtAt Z2 21715 2L, it #d=S0] 52
Ol =30 US [ BIXL SHALI= OfAL &S S0t TretLCt,
0| olLtES AX|ok= Tl Of &S XIZ7| 20 OIX|IFE
O W2 TR0 S2EA 2 A2t TRILICE OfAL =2 HIIXE
YZ0i| 71F0f HELICE. OFAL 22 OF0fl A At & At
Of MBI SHES 2AXIHE 20| UFLICE SHX|T 234 A
0| FR=A| 1= oiEe 240 HE 2ot HRAS UL
TS AYLICE O|AZIAO| FIH7} Z2iE [ YHo| A
2 EZ YIRS AYULICH SHX|2H OfAL &2 71 SQ8t A
= YOHRSUCL SHEHM 2 2 FF AL ALCk= At
A, 1 SHEMHAM 022 Ciot AHUOIA THE 2= AESA &
= FACE AHS 2L 239 BHiE2 F2{=Z0[2t4 of
X127 FAZ0| A=Es|H 2S0| SHE A2/t A0 FLCH »
22 StLEHM 221 SEIT AL, HFIX| 242 A0|2k=
MZIYUCH SILIES gfet 288t MElE FaES WESUL
As king Baasha of Israel attacked Judah, king Asa asked for
help from king Ben-Hadad of Aram. Having accepted the
request for help, king Ben-Hadad came forward to help Asa.
And Asa managed to avert the crisis. While the king and the
people were celebrating, the prophet Hanani came to visit king
Asa to tell him that because Asa relied on Aram instead of
God, he would be entangled with so many wars in the future.
Asa was so angry that he put the prophet Hanani in prison.
When Asa fought against the Cushite and the Libyans, he de—
pended on the help from God. But he closed his ears to God
maybe because his mind became intoxicated by his corrupt
life style of power and glory over many years.

Asa may have been fearful. When the army of Israel marched
on, naturally he thought about practical help of reality. But Asa
had forgotten the most important fact. The fact that God al-
ways watch over all people around the world, and the fact that
THAT GOD gives strength to people who depend on Him with
all their minds and hearts. The opposite word of faith is fear?
When fear occupies your mind, there is no room for faith. Faith
is the belief that God always looks after us and will not ignore
us. The firm belief toward God chases away fears.
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Reading insight

The two kings wanted to confirm the will of God before they
embarked on their attack on Ramoth of Gilead. Then 400 false
prophets prophesied what the two kings wanted to hear. But
the true prophet Micaiah prophesied exactly opposite of the
what the false prophets had said and drew the anger of the
kings and was put in prison.

2 Chronicles 18:12-22

12 And the messenger who went to summon Micaiah said to
him, “Behold, the words of the prophets with one accord are
favorable to the king. Let your word be like the word of one
of them, and speak favorably.”

13 But Micaiah said, “As the LORD lives, what my God
says, that [ will speak.”

14 And when he had come to the king, the king said to him,
“Micaiah, shall we go to Ramoth-gilead to battle, or shall I
refrain?” And he answered, “Go up and triumph; they will
be given into your hand.”

15 But the king said to him, “How many times shall I make
you swear that you speak to me nothing but the truth in the
name of the LORD?”

16 And he said, “I saw all Israel scattered on the mountains,
as sheep that have no shepherd. And the LORD said, ‘These
have no master; let each return to his home in peace.’”

17 And the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, “Did I not tell
you that he would not prophesy good concerning me, but
evil?”

18 And Micaiah said, “Therefore hear the word of the

LORD: I saw the LORD sitting on his throne, and all the
host of heaven standing on his right hand and on his left.

19 And the LORD said, ‘“Who will entice Ahab the king of Is-
rael, that he may go up and fall at Ramoth-gilead?’ And one
said one thing, and another said another.

20 Then a spirit came forward and stood before the LORD,
saying, ‘I will entice him.” And the LORD said to him, ‘By
what means?’

21 And he said, ‘T will go out, and will be a lying spirit in the
mouth of all his prophets.” And he said, “You are to entice
him, and you shall succeed; go outand do so.’

22 Now therefore behold, the LORD has put a lying spirit in
the mouth of these your prophets. The LORD has declared
disaster concerning you.”
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What does the prophet Mic-
aiah want to tell us? (v. 13)

400H9| XS0 HA oA
2 ot 0|R= SN
(20-22%)

What was the reason why
400 prophets uttered false

prophecy? (vs. 20-22)

59



rek
o
5

B 20| Sdot7] Alst

I FO O
o2 r e
4
=
ro
ng
ofs
mjo

i)
-
u}

ro
>
d

|E One Prayer

to

rol -

HO 2 e
0z Mo oy
N Ho >
H‘| |'OI| I'UD

|§°”-|Ef.

w2t AIHALE et 71=

Prayer for Churches & Pastors

Qi=ielo] &2

SiLIES| S4= iHsk= ALE
God'’s Spokesperson

O|AZtA & OFgh2 REH Y (2AIIOA 22| 2t2E XA =
2I7IRLD SHLCH GISAEE2 27H0| oIAKISUA SttEe| S8
SO{EXLLD MHSHLICE OFIOIA &3t 400H2| XS 2 oEIE
GIAZLICH ZS0] EXL A0 Sh= 0|07 |E S3ZE AU, 0]
S0AE T RS 29l 0]240] O SL3UE AL
SHXIZH O|7H0k= O] 2917|152 H&d TIMS TR 17t 55
& ottt ot G| tisk= HSELT A F0| 40082
GIAXIES O AN HAS SH=F RCh= AYLICE S22 o
2 &2 £=0| OfL2} SHLEMIA L] ZH0|AUE ZLIT
O|7j0k= BHLILIO| =S M3t 742 S otn Zk20)| ZHIL|CH
Ofg &2l Ei=E HH Dt7}0F7} A0 TIHS LotHA SR
IUSS YA = UASUCHL TS LT QYT & H=
Al OFEILIC. 23] 11 Z2 d=a dHe| A+ g, 33
S| AHLO| ERsHA B 1iHil= AEE BRIt USLIC olLtE
Of 501710fl £3HE Z=-0HHAME ZoHOF of11 WSHOF & 7+ AU
SLICH O [ siLtEol =2 HIZtA| AT MESHA OIS
e A2 e Lk OH(IE'r TAS ok I o A 2
Off sttg el Sacl= Mo SHTLCE LS 20tlet: T
AE T o s AE, U I o AR

king Ahab of Israel suggested to Jehoshaphat king of Judah to
join forces to attack Ramoth of Gilead. Before they embarked on
the attack, king Jehoshaphat suggested to ask the prophets to
check the will of God. The 400 prophets of Ahab prophesied vic—
tory. That was what the kings wanted to hear. To them, their own
interest and security were more important than truth. However,
Micaiah was different, the atmosphere was not conducive to
telling the truth, but he revealed the truth any way. The dialogue
between God and another soul, revealed by Micaiah was scary.
The false soul allured 400 prophets into falsely prophecy. The
prophecy of victory was not the blessing but a curse of God.

The price that Micaiah paid for telling the truth was a slap on
his face and a prison term. Based on Ahab’s attitude, it was
apparent how unwelcome the words of Micaiah were to Ahab
all along. Telling the truth is not a sure bet for recognition and
success. Instead it may be a path to isolation and hardship. We
need to distinguish from the hardship stemming from our own
faults that we deserve. Sometimes when we realize and discern
the will of God, we speak out and act knowing that it would bring
harm to us. Of course, this causes the hatred of those who do
not want the revelation of the will of God. But because of the
voice of one who tells the truth, the voice of God is heard in
the world. Who would dare to tell the truth even if it would bring
harm, am | that one?
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Reading insight

Jehu the seer points out to King Jehoshaphat his wrong. After
this, Jehoshaphat travels everywhere to turn people back to
the Lord. He also appoints judges and orders them to judge
the people fairly with justice.

2 Chronicles 19:1-11

1 Jehoshaphat the king of Judah returned in safety to his
house in Jerusalem.

2 But Jehu the son of Hanani the seer went out to meet him
and said to King Jehoshaphat, “Should you help the wicked
and love those who hate the LORD? Because of this, wrath
has gone out against you from the LORD.

3 Nevertheless, some good is found in you, for you de-
stroyed the Asherahs out of the land, and have set your heart
toseek God.”

4 Jehoshaphat lived at Jerusalem. And he went out again
among the people, from Beersheba to the hill country of
Ephraim, and brought them back to the LORD, the God of
their fathers.

5 He appointed judges in the land in all the fortified cities of
Judabh, city by city,

6 and said to the judges, “Consider what you do, for you
judge not for man but for the LORD. He is with you in giv-
ing judgment.

7 Now then, let the fear of the LORD be upon you. Be care-
ful what you do, for there is no injustice with the LORD our
God, or partiality or taking bribes.”

8 Moreover, in Jerusalem Jehoshaphat appointed certain
Levites and priests and heads of families of Israel, to give
judgment for the LORD and to decide disputed cases. They
had their seat at Jerusalem.

9 And he charged them: “Thus you shall do in the fear of the
LORD, in faithfulness, and with your whole heart:

10 whenever a case comes to you from your brothers who
live in their cities, concerning bloodshed, law or command-
ment, statutes or rules, then you shall warn them, that they
may not incur guilt before the LORD and wrath may not
come upon you and your brothers. Thus you shall do, and
youwill not incur guilt.

11 And behold, Amariah the chief priest is over you in all
matters of the LORD; and Zebadiah the son of Ishmael, the
governor of the house of Judah, in all the king’s matters, and
the Levites will serve you as officers. Deal courageously,
and may the LORD be with the upright!”
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What did Jehoshaphat urge
the judges? (vs. 6, 7)
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What kind of God is God re-
vealed in Jehoshaphat's
words? (v. 7)
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As One who Fears God

CiSAfSE &2 HAMHIIMEE oE2tY LZEXHH 0|27 (77}
X 2 K92 HLH HYS0| siLteH SO0REE &Lt 1
= 2 §30 MEAS M HESS MIo=S SLICH iz
S0 SILIEHA &7 otdE &7IA171HM MEE et Mts
X[ oifg=S flet METS SX| H T2 ST 224 KT
t=2 olLidsS Feiflol=s OFS22 ATl &sHoF BfLCt. St
LIE2 29= SICAIL XIRXIX[E E2AL =S #X[E H2
Al= 20|&U
wa|oM BZE= sty O|0jRl= 2|2t 7Hga FEst 20|
LT J24M slLEE Fei2 222 (A0F eith= 20| 24
1 4o T7ESLIC SiLfE2 222t 7120 TiRist 204
X|2E SAl0 OFF T2 I 41 UL ZZEXIO0IR} ZH0|M 2
UL}, siLfEE Feffieitls A O3 SHtES 719otH &0t
7t ZAYUCH A 7O 20| 222 e AldE 7|ttt
B RE 4L R}7| 0[S floh 22E MXI2X|E e AY
LIC}. 2240 OFX] stLtE=0] 2 ALl 24X H0k= AF—FS0l /U
gL, 22t U= MX2= AF—FSET0| OfLE} SiLiE2| 0f
58 FEc MEE S0k USLH. sttEs FAetE 1
A A & YELICL

King Jehoshaphat goes from Beersheba to the hill country
of Ephraim to turn people back to the Lord. He also appoints
judges in each of the fortified cities of Judah to judge people.
While reminding them the Lord is with them, he urges the
judges to fear the Lord and so judge for the Lord rather than
for mortals. With the Lord our God, there is no injustice or par—
tiality or bribery.

In the church, God is often described as one who is close to us
and intimate with us. For this reason, the idea of fearing God
can seem foreign and strange. Although God is indeed very
close to us and is intimate with us, God is also very different
and great. God is the Creator and the source of all things. To
fear God is to live while remembering this God. If we always
remember that this great God is with us, then we will not live
our life aimlessly or do wrong for one’s own self-interest. Un—
fortunately, there are people who live as if there is no God.
They are not only those who do wrong but also those who are
self-proclaiming believers. Those who truly fear God should
not live that way.
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Reading insight

When a vast army from Aram (Edom) comes to invade Judah,
Jehoshaphat and people of Judah cry out to God. With the
coming of the Spirit of the Lord, Jahaziel prophecies that the
battle belongs to God. Then they offer the praise of thanks to
God.

2 Chronicles 20:9-20

9 ‘If disaster comes upon us, the sword, judgment, or pestilence,
or famine, we will stand before this house and before you--for
your name is in this house--and cry out to you in our affliction,
and you will hear and save.’

10 And now behold, the men of Ammon and Moab and Mount
Seir, whom you would not let Israel invade when they came from
the land of Egypt, and whom they avoided and did not destroy--

11 behold, they reward us by coming to drive us out of your pos-
session, which you have given us to inherit.

12,0 our God, will you not execute judgment on them? For we
are powerless against this great horde that is coming against us.
We do not know what to do, but our eyes are on you.”

13 Meanwhile all Judah stood before the LORD, with their little
ones, their wives, and their children.

14 And the Spirit of the LORD came upon Jahaziel the son of
Zechariah, son of Benaiah, son of Jeiel, son of Mattaniah, a
Levite of the sons of Asaph, in the midst of the assembly.

15 And he said, “Listen, all Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem
and King Jehoshaphat: Thus says the LORD to you, ‘Do not be
afraid and do not be dismayed at this great horde, for the battle
is not yours but God’s.

16 Tomorrow go down against them. Behold, they will come up
by the ascent of Ziz. You will find them at the end of the valley,
east of the wilderness of Jeruel.

17 You will not need to fight in this battle. Stand firm, hold your
position, and see the salvation of the LORD on your behalf, O Ju-
dah and Jerusalem.’Do not be afraid and do not be dismayed. To-
morrow go out against them, and the LORD will be with you.”

18 Then Jehoshaphat bowed his head with his face to the
ground, and all Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem fell
down before the LORD, worshiping the LORD.

19 And the Levites, of the Kohathites and the Korahites, stood up to
praise the LORD, the God of Israel, with a very loud voice.

20 And they rose early in the morning and went out into the wil-
derness of Tekoa. And when they went out, Jehoshaphat stood
and said, “Hear me, Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem! Be-
lieve in the LORD your God, and you will be established; be-
lieve his prophets, and you will succeed.”
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Why did Jehoshaphat pray
by saying that their eyes on
the Lord? (v. 12)
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Why did Jahaziel say to the
people of Judah that they
should not be afraid or
alarmed no matter how great
the enemy may be? (v. 15)
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Just Look to the Lord?
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When a vast army from Aram comes to invade Judah, Je-
hoshaphat and the people of Judah cry out to God. Acknowl-
edging that they do not have the power to face the enemy,
Jehoshaphat confesses their helplessness to God. Jahaziel
then delivers God's word to the people, letting them know that
this battle belongs to God. Through Jahaziel, God tells them that
they do not need to fight but only watch the victory that God will
give them.

When people are told to look only to the Lord, they misunder—
stand that as saying that we should only pray and do nothing.
But when we are sick, we need to go to the hospital and when
we run into problems, we need to look for solutions. Doing noth—
ing ourselves while expecting the help of the Lord is unreason—-
able and cannot be considered good faith. Our God is able to
work through modern science as well as through other people.
We can understand “looking to the Lord” in two ways. First, look—
ing to the Lord should be our ultimate attitude. We must always
do our best. But ultimately, we must always look to the Lord,
believing that all of our life is in God's hands. The other is looking
to the Lord because we are in a helpless situation and there is
really nothing that we can do. In such a time, we can only look to
the Lord and seek the guidance of the Lord. When we are com—
pletely surrounded, the only way is to look “up” to the Lord.
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Reading insight

After Jehoram succeeded Jehoshaphat as king of Judah, he
followed the ways of evil in the eyes of God. Because of his
evil ways, Edom rebelled against Judah and Libnah also re—
volted. Philistines and Arabs also attacked Judah. Jehoram
died a lonely death from a disease.

2 Chronicles 21:11-20

11 Moreover, he made high places in the hill country of Ju-
dah and led the inhabitants of Jerusalem into whoredom and
made Judah go astray.

12 And a letter came to him from Elijah the prophet, saying,
“Thus says the LORD, the God of David your father, ‘Be-
cause you have not walked in the ways of Jehoshaphat your
father, or in the ways of Asa king of Judah,

13 but have walked in the way of the kings of Israel and have
enticed Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem into whore-
dom, as the house of Ahab led Israel into whoredom, and al-
so you have killed your brothers, of your father’s house, who
were better than yourself,

14 behold, the LORD will bring a great plague on your peo-
ple, your children, your wives, and all your possessions,

15 and you yourself will have a severe sickness with a dis-
ease of your bowels, until your bowels come out because of
the disease, day by day.””

16 And the LORD stirred up against Jehoram the anger of the
Philistines and of the Arabians who are near the Ethiopians.

17 And they came up against Judah and invaded it and car-
ried away all the possessions they found that belonged to the
king’s house, and also his sons and his wives, so that no son
was left to him except Jehoahaz, his youngest son.

18 And after all this the LORD struck him in his bowels with
anincurable disease.

19 In the course of time, at the end of two years, his bowels
came out because of the disease, and he died in great agony.
His people made no fire in his honor, like the fires made for
his fathers.

20 He was thirty-two years old when he began to reign, and
he reigned eight years in Jerusalem. And he departed with no
one’s regret. They buried him in the city of David, but not in
the tombs of the kings.

=]
=

ols
A

o=

ofLtd2 o8 2ES Lot
NUL? (18,19%)

How did God judge Jehoram?
(v. 18, 19)
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No one grieved Jehoram's
death. How did people treat

his death? (vs. 19-20)
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After succeeding his father Jehshaphat at age 32, Jerhoram did
not follow the ways of his father. He even killed his own brothers
as well as some of the officials of the government. He also built
high places on the hills of Judah and led the people of Judah
astray. At the end, he died of incurable disease with no sympa-
thy from anyone. What a lonely death!

The people made no funeral fire in his honor, as they had for
other kings.

No one grieved his death and he was not buried in the tombs
of the kings. Although he enjoyed much power as king, no one
cared for him after he died. This lonely death ignored by every—
one tells the story of his life.

The author of many children’s book Jeong Sang Kwon lived a
poor life. Although he is the author of many best-sellers, his
life was anything but luxurious. He lived as a doorkeeper of a
church for 16 years in a small room and lived his final 20 some
years in a small hut-like home. At the time of his death, his liv—
ing will stated that, because of all his books are for children, all
of the proceeds from the sale of his books should be used for
children. In his final breath, he requested that his entire savings
be used to buy corn and send them to children in North Korea.
He believed that God is not “my God” but “our God.” When one
lives for “us,” one will never be forgotten by “us.” Every death of
a person reflects the life that one lived.
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Reading insight

Ahaziah became king at the age of 22 and reigned under the
influence of his mother Athalia and follows the ways of the
house of Ahab, which led to his downfall. After his death, his
mother Athalia proceeds to destroy the whole royal family of
the house of Judah. But Joash, son of Ahaziah, escapes and
survives.

2 Chronicles 22:1-9

1 And the inhabitants of Jerusalem made Ahaziah, his
youngest son, king in his place, for the band of men that
came with the Arabians to the camp had killed all the older
sons. So Ahaziah the son of Jehoram king of Judah reigned.

2 Ahaziah was twenty-two years old when he began to reign,
and he reigned one year in Jerusalem. His mother’s name
was Athaliah, the granddaughter of Omri.

3 He also walked in the ways of the house of Ahab, for his
mother was his counselor in doing wickedly.

4He did what was evil in the sight of the LORD, as the house
of Ahab had done. For after the death of his father they were
his counselors, to his undoing.

5He even followed their counsel and went with Jehoram the
son of Ahab king of Israel to make war against Hazael king
of Syria at Ramoth-gilead. And the Syrians wounded Joram,

6 and he returned to be healed in Jezreel of the wounds that
he had received at Ramah, when he fought against Hazael
king of Syria. And Ahaziah the son of Jehoram king of Judah
went down to see Joram the son of Ahab in Jezreel, because
he was wounded.

7 But it was ordained by God that the downfall of Ahazi-
ah should come about through his going to visit Joram. For
when he came there, he went out with Jehoram to meet Jehu
the son of Nimshi, whom the LORD had anointed to destroy
the house of Ahab.

8 And when Jehu was executing judgment on the house of
Ahab, he met the princes of Judah and the sons of Ahaziah’s
brothers, who attended Ahaziah, and he killed them.

9 He searched for Ahaziah, and he was captured while hid-
ing in Samaria, and he was brought to Jehu and put to death.
They buried him, for they said, “He is the grandson of Je-
hoshaphat, who sought the LORD with all his heart.” And
the house of Ahaziah had no one able to rule the kingdom.
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How is Ahaziah's reign de—
scribed in the Bible? (v. 3)

OfStA|OF7F THUSHA| & O|Re=
ofC]ol| ABLTI? (4F)

What is the reason that led to
Ahaziah's downfall? (v. 4)

79



rek
ng
ofs

ML FO Of
oA U ne
BN
u\l

2

[u] _H|:|

0x

ol

<

10

on

i)
-
u}

W 3[e} MK 25t 7|
Prayer for Churches & Pastors
TJZAER KUMC, MZX(NC)
HCi&BHIAE 2|08, BIHS(W)
23RS 93t 7z

80

Qi=ielo] &2

S mat A 2R
After Whom Will You Live?

O1S 22| BiL{OLS OfotA|OF= 2242] OfF! LIOJOfl FLke| &0
LT OFStA|OFS| ZHEY 712tS 5k A2 19| oL OfF
2FILICE. O]A2tl OFRt 2| ZO|ATH OFZEF= OFSHAIOFE X
0f OFgt 7422| 2= et 7t ZLT. Ofgt 7k22] Z0|2t SfLt
H A oS AWohs LOIAFLICHA). oY HZ0[2t SHAM
OFGHAOFS| MRU0| GITtL & 4= QASTNQ? 19| SXIE BAlsk=
U2 MECFYLIC ofHLSf R0 A OFg 7122l 23 Wet
4 A2 OFStAOFREULE J= EXE 0| Motz il =
SHEULL.

OHlaM= FHE7| M AL EFS Tt As 422 £
LCE My SEE M2, SFO| M T2 M2 MEL, |X
9 242 W2t Hot7ks AYLICHY 2:2,3). SHX|2 T2|AE of
= Q0fM 232 FES P2 MRS 010l [t AE 20
off ‘ot 2ty et 4= QU= SHS 7KL SttEe| 230
MZES 0|Hl= 482| Aot S W2t H0t7h= AMAKEO] =W
7| WEYUCE. SF2 200A SiLigel 22 28 4 UA
M1 ZS M2t &A g, Y2 F7E et AL ME
L.

Ahaziah, son of Jehoram, became king at the tender age of
twenty—two. But Athalia, mother of Ahaziah, was the one who
controlled Ahaziah. As the daughter of king Ahab, Athalia en—
couraged Ahaziah to act wickedly, following the ways of the
house of Ahab. The ways of the house of Ahab was evil in the
eyes of the Lord (v.4). Can we say that Ahaziah is innocent be—
cause his mother is the one who encouraged him to act wicked—
ly? The Bible says that he “followed” the evil ways of the house
of Ahab, encouraged by his mother. However, instead of resist—
ing the ways of evil, he conceded and went along with them.

In the Book of Ephesians, the life of sin is described as a life of
“following.” It is life of “following the ways of the world and of the
ruler of the kingdom of the air” as well as “gratifying the cravings
of our flesh and following its desires and thoughts (Ephesians
2:2.3).” But those who are saved by grace in Christ now have
the ability to say “No” to those things that they once followed.
It is because they have become new people under the grace
of God who are guided by the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit helps
us to discern the ways of God and to live in obedience to God’s
will. Having faith means to make the right choice in whom we
will follow in life.
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Reading insight

Jehoiada, who had waited for six years, gathered people
to execute Athaliah and succeeded in placing Joash on the
throne. Then Jehoiada made a covenant to be God's people
and eradicated the Baal shrines.

2 Chronicles 23:1-11

1 But in the seventh year Jehoiada took courage and entered
into a covenant with the commanders of hundreds, Azariah
the son of Jeroham, Ishmael the son of Jehohanan, Azariah
the son of Obed, Maaseiah the son of Adaiah, and Elishaphat
the son of Zichri.

2 And they went about through Judah and gathered the Lev-
ites from all the cities of Judah, and the heads of fathers’
houses of Israel, and they came to Jerusalem.

3 And all the assembly made a covenant with the king in
the house of God. And Jehoiada said to them, “Behold, the
king’s son! Let him reign, as the LORD spoke concerning
the sons of David.

4 This is the thing that you shall do: of you priests and Lev-
ites who come off duty on the Sabbath, one third shall be
gatekeepers

5 and one third shall be at the king’s house and one third at
the Gate of the Foundation. And all the people shall be in the
courts of the house of the LORD.

6 Let no one enter the house of the LORD except the priests
and ministering Levites. They may enter, for they are holy,
butall the people shall keep the charge of the LORD.

7 The Levites shall surround the king, each with his weapons in
his hand. And whoever enters the house shall be put to death. Be
with the king when he comes in and when he goes out.”

8The Levites and all Judah did according to all that Jehoiada
the priest commanded, and they each brought his men, who
were to go off duty on the Sabbath, with those who were to
come on duty on the Sabbath, for Jehoiada the priest did not
dismiss the divisions.

2 And Jehoiada the priest gave to the captains the spears
and the large and small shields that had been King David’s,
which were in the house of God.

10 And he set all the people as a guard for the king, every man
with his weapon in his hand, from the south side of the house to
the north side of the house, around the altar and the house.

11 Then they brought out the king’s son and put the crown on
him and gave him the testimony. And they proclaimed him
king, and Jehoiada and his sons anointed him, and they said,
“Long live the king.”

=]
=

o=

ols
A

O{SOfCEt &AL QOtAS &9
ol MR2i= Olf= FRYULIIN?
(€7=)

What was the reason Je-
hoiada wanting to restore the
kingdom of Joash? (v. 3)
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What kind people helped Je-
hoiada’s treason? (vs. 1-2)
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People who kept God'’s intentions faithfully
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When Athaliah was murdering all the royal families, Jehosheba
hid Joash and kept him safe from Athaliah. Jehosheba’s hus—
band, Jehoiada was the priest and he waited 6 years to bring
back Joash as the king. For Athaliah, it would've been treason
but for Jehoiada, this was to follow God's will. He held up God's
plan that it would be the offspring of David that will rule Judah.
He finally kills Athaliah and restores Joash's reign. This ends the
dark ages of idol worshipping.

In 1907, Lee Seung Hun heard An Chang-Ho's speech. “To have
a good and righteous nation, the citizens have to stay awake
and it has to raise leaders that will lead the nation. This is the
most important strategy to restore our country.” Lee was deeply
moved by his speech and he built the Osan School investing all
of his possessions. He adopted Christian principles as the foun-
dation philosophy for the liberation movement. Jo Man-Shik,
Sin Che—ho, Lee koung-su, Yu Young-mo, Ham Sok-Hon, Ju
Ki-Chul, Han Kyong-Jik, Yom Sang-Sup, Hong Myong-Hee,
Kim So-Wol, Lee Jung—Sup are the ones that came out of this
school. It is so clear that God's righteousness will prevail when
people uphold God's will and righteousness.
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Reading insight

King Joash did what was right in the eyes of the Lord for a long
time. However, after the death of Jehoiada, he started to wor—
ship idols. That's why his death wasn't honorable.

2 Chronicles 24:1-3, 15-22

1 Joash was seven years old when he began to reign, and he
reigned forty years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Zi-
biah of Beersheba.

2 And Joash did what was right in the eyes of the LORD all
the days of Jehoiada the priest.

3 Jehoiada got for him two wives, and he had sons and
daughters.

15 But Jehoiada grew old and full of days, and died. He was
130 years old at his death.

16 And they buried him in the city of David among the kings,
because he had done good in Israel, and toward God and his
house.

17 Now after the death of Jehoiada the princes of Judah came
and paid homage to the king. Then the king listened to them.

18 And they abandoned the house of the LORD, the God
of their fathers, and served the Asherim and the idols. And
wrath came upon Judah and Jerusalem for this guilt of theirs.

19Yet he sent prophets among them to bring them back to the
LORD. These testified against them, but they would not pay
attention.

20 Then the Spirit of God clothed Zechariah the son of Je-
hoiada the priest, and he stood above the people, and said to
them, “Thus says God, “Why do you break the command-
ments of the LORD, so that you cannot prosper? Because
you have forsaken the LORD, he has forsaken you.””

21 But they conspired against him, and by command of the
king they stoned him with stones in the court of the house of
the LORD.

22 Thus Joash the king did not remember the kindness that
Jehoiada, Zechariah’s father, had shown him, but killed his
son. And when he was dying, he said, “May the LORD see
and avenge!”

a4 202

Engaging with Words

HIAFE OISOICHt A0f Q= &
Q0| QOA Y2 OEH 2E2 &
LR (2F)

What kind of king was Joash
when the priest Jehoiada
was alive? (v.2)

O{SOICH7t =2 0| QO0tA &
2 08| FerELmr?

(17, 18%)

How did Joash change after
the death of Jehoiada?

(vs. 17-18)

SA Z0f Bt 5

God Moment
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King Joash became a king at the age of 7. His life shows ex—
treme contrast before and after the death of Jehoiada. When
Jehoiada was alive, Joash served God faithfully. He restored
the temple and he presented burnt offerings continually in the
temple.

However, after the death of Jehoiada, he became a different
king. He started to listen to the officials of Juda and abandoned
the temple worship. He even started to worship the idols. He
also executed Jehoiada's son Zechariah when he came to
speak the word of God. He was killed by conspiration and didn’t
get to be buried in the tombs of the kings.

Che Hyun Gook, the founder of Hyo—Ahm received a question
of “what can we learn from the older generation?” He said, “just
watch how unimpressive they are and learn not to be like them.”
Koreans grow up in a culture that demands respect for the older
people. Just because people are old, it doesn't make them to
be worthy of respect and honor. | have seen people changing
from their convictions and righteousness they had in their youth.
| also see pastors that become unruly and dishonorable. Just
because they were well represented in their younger days, it
doesn't guarantee they will continue to live a respectful life.
Wouldn't it be nice to maintain our godly character just as we
did it in the beginning?
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Reading insight

When king Amaziah returned from slaughtering the Edomites,
he brought back the gods of the people of Seir. He started to
worship those idols. This resulted in God's anger which let God
allow Judah to be defeated by the king of Israel.

2 Chronicles 25:1-4, 14-16

1 Amaziah was twenty-five years old when he began to
reign, and he reigned twenty-nine years in Jerusalem. His
mother’s name was Jehoaddan of Jerusalem.

2 And he did what was right in the eyes of the LORD, yet not
with a whole heart.

3 And as soon as the royal power was firmly his, he killed his
servants who had struck down the king his father.

4 But he did not put their children to death, according to
what is written in the Law, in the Book of Moses, where the
LORD commanded, “Fathers shall not die because of their
children, nor children die because of their fathers, but each
one shall die for his own sin.”

14 After Amaziah came from striking down the Edomites,
he brought the gods of the men of Seir and set them up as his
gods and worshiped them, making offerings to them.

15 Therefore the LORD was angry with Amaziah and sent to
him a prophet, who said to him, “Why have you sought the
gods of a people who did not deliver their own people from
your hand?”’

16 But as he was speaking, the king said to him, “Have we
made you a royal counselor? Stop! Why should you be
struck down?”” So the prophet stopped, but said, “I know that
God has determined to destroy you, because you have done
this and have not listened to my counsel.”

U 202

Engaging with Words

StLiEE M== G QU0 OfOpAF
9| ZAl= F0|USLIIN?
(%)

Why was Amaziah having
trouble following God? (v.2)

SHLHEHA OIFAROI[A| Tl=oAl
0lF= FN0IAELIR
(14,15%)

Why was God angry with

Amaziah? (vs. 14-15)
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“He did what was right in the eyes of the Lord, but not whole-
heartedly” (v. 2). This is the commentary on King Amaziah by
the Chronicles author. He brought the idols of Seir and set
them up as his own gods, bowed down to them and burned
sacrifices to them. He didn't listen to God’s prophets. He ig-
nored the warnings of the prophet and got defeated by the
king of Israel. And he was killed by the conspirators.

Amaziah reminds us of the rich man who came to see Jesus.
He came to ask the way to obtain the eternal life. Jesus said
“sell everything and follow me.” But this man went away sad
because he was wealthy. He was able to keep all the com-
mandments but he could not give up his wealth. He liked Je—
sus but not to the point of giving up everything to follow Jesus.
Jesus requests everything from us. We can't have both. If we
can't not give all, we can't have any.
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Reading insight

King Uzziah did what was right in the eyes of God. But as he
was becoming powerful, his pride led him to his downfall. He
tried to burn incense on the altar which was ascribed to the
priests. As he was raging against the priest who were object—
ing his behavior, leprosy broke out on his forehead and Uzziah
had leprosy until he died.

2 Chronicles 26:16-23

16 But when he was strong, he grew proud, to his destruc-
tion. For he was unfaithful to the LORD his God and entered
the temple of the LORD to burn incense on the altar of in-
cense.

17 But Azariah the priest went in after him, with eighty
priests of the LORD who were men of valor,

18 and they withstood King Uzziah and said to him, “It is not
for you, Uzziah, to burn incense to the LORD, but for the
priests, the sons of Aaron, who are consecrated to burn in-
cense. Go out of the sanctuary, for you have done wrong,
and it will bring you no honor from the LORD God.”

19 Then Uzziah was angry. Now he had a censer in his hand
to burn incense, and when he became angry with the priests,
leprosy broke out on his forehead in the presence of the
priests in the house of the LORD, by the altar of incense.

20 And Azariah the chief priest and all the priests looked at
him, and behold, he was leprous in his forehead! And they
rushed him out quickly, and he himself hurried to go out, be-
cause the LORD had struck him.

21 And King Uzziah was a leper to the day of his death, and
being a leper lived in a separate house, for he was excluded
from the house of the LORD. And Jotham his son was over
the king’s household, governing the people of the land.

22 Now the rest of the acts of Uzziah, from first to last, Isaiah
the prophet the son of Amoz wrote.

23 And Uzziah slept with his fathers, and they buried him
with his fathers in the burial field that belonged to the kings,
for they said, “He is a leper.” And Jotham his son reigned in
his place.

a4 202

Engaging with Words

SN Zeotd= A0S
M2t S07t 7t=2e ARISE
O ARSRILIE (16, 177)
Who were the people who
stopped and confronted Uz—
ziah as he entered the tem-
ple to burn the incense?

(vs. 16-17)

AOF &2 & =30 HXOI
0|RE FAULIR (18%)
Why is it wrong for Uzziah to
burn incense to the Lord?

(. 18)
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Uzziah becomes prideful as he is getting more powerful. He
turns away from God and commit sin. He tries to burn incense
in the temple but Azariah and eighty other priests confront him
with God's instruction that the duty of burning incense belongs
to the priests who have been consecrated to burn incense and
tell him to leave the sanctuary for he has been unfaithful. Uzziah
reacts with rage but immediately his forehead breaks out with
leprosy and he leaves the sanctuary.

Azariah and eighty other priests rebuked the living power of the
king. Out of fear, they could have had turned their blind eyes
on the king. But they could not allow the holy sanctuary to be
defiled by the powerful king. Often we say, the religion and the
politics should be separated. Each entity should be accountable
for their own. However, when the politics do not honor God,
Christians should not be silent. Our Christianity is also to bring
God's justice into the world. Sometimes, Christians choose to be
silent when there is injustice and discrimination. Avoiding those
conflicts may reduce tensions, but true faith will always choose
to speak up God's truth courageously.
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Reading insight

The armies of Israel capture 200,000 Judeans and take them to
Samaria. The Prophet Oded wants prisoners to be released
because they are the same people like brothers and sisters. At
Oded'’s request, the prisoners are cared for and return to their
home.

2 Chronicles 28:8-15

8 The men of Israel took captive 200,000 of their relatives,
women, sons, and daughters. They also took much spoil
from them and brought the spoil to Samaria.

2 But a prophet of the LORD was there, whose name was
Oded, and he went out to meet the army that came to Sa-
maria and said to them, “Behold, because the LORD, the
God of your fathers, was angry with Judah, he gave them
into your hand, but you have killed them in a rage that has
reached up to heaven.

10 And now you intend to subjugate the people of Judah and
Jerusalem, male and female, as your slaves. Have you not
sins of your own against the LORD your God?

11 Now hear me, and send back the captives from your rel-
atives whom you have taken, for the fierce wrath of the
LORD isuponyou.”

12 Certain chiefs also of the men of Ephraim, Azariah the son
of Johanan, Berechiah the son of Meshillemoth, Jehizkiah
the son of Shallum, and Amasa the son of Hadlai, stood up
against those who were coming from the war

13 and said to them, ““You shall not bring the captives in here,
for you propose to bring upon us guilt against the LORD in
addition to our present sins and guilt. For our guilt is already
great, and there is fierce wrath against Israel.”

14 So the armed men left the captives and the spoil before the
princes and all the assembly.

15 And the men who have been mentioned by name rose and
took the captives, and with the spoil they clothed all who
were naked among them. They clothed them, gave them
sandals, provided them with food and drink, and anointed
them, and carrying all the feeble among them on donkeys,
they brought them to their kinsfolk at Jericho, the city of
palm trees. Then they returned to Samaria.

s g0z

QLIS 0|AZtA F07t St
H ZE R T ZaTsiL
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Oded warns that the Israeli
army is sinning against God.
What did Israel do wrong?

(v. 10)

QI of| 22t A& X|=A}
=9 QS WEX Z2S0A
Ot 0| HOIFLI7F?

(14, 155)

What happens to the cap-
tives when the people fol-
lowed Oded's request?

(vs. 14-15)
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King Ahaz of Judah served the idols and did not do what please
God. The wrathful God delivered Judah into Israel's hands.
The Israeli army captured 200,000 Judeans and brought them to
Samaria. It was a tragic event for Judah, but a great victory for
Israel. It was the prophet Oded who sprinkled cold water over
joy of victory. He said that Judah was rightly punished by God,
but killing and enslaving them was against God. Then he asked
them to release prisoners because they are their own people
like brothers and sisters.

Oded breaks their thoughts when everyone sees Judah as an
enemy while intoxicated with the victory they have gained. It is
new awareness that challenges their mindsets. Oded provides a
new perspective in which Judas is not their enemy, but relatives
or siblings. When Oded’s imagination became a reality, new
mindset emerges in amazing reversal. The loot that was taken
is used for ‘orothers and sisters’; Dress the bare, give shoes to
those who walk barefoot, bring food and drink, heal wounded
people, and hand over patients to their relatives. What born—-
again Christians need is an imagination to interpret life with this
new perspective. That is the imagination to make enemies ap—
pear to you as siblings.
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Reading insight

King Hezekiah rules the country right when the Lord sees it.
He restores the temple and sanctuary that King Ahaz had de—
stroyed. After that, the whole people gather together to worship
in joy.

2 Chronicles 29:1-11

1 Hezekiah began to reign when he was twenty-five years
old, and he reigned twenty-nine years in Jerusalem. His
mother’s name was Abijah the daughter of Zechariah.

2 And he did what was right in the eyes of the LORD, ac-
cording to all that David his father had done.

3 In the first year of his reign, in the first month, he opened
the doors of the house of the LORD and repaired them.

4 He brought in the priests and the Levites and assembled
them in the square on the east

5 and said to them, “Hear me, Levites! Now consecrate
yourselves, and consecrate the house of the LORD, the God
of your fathers, and carry out the filth from the Holy Place.

6 For our fathers have been unfaithful and have done what
was evil in the sight of the LORD our God. They have for-
saken him and have turned away their faces from the habita-
tion of the LORD and turned their backs.

7 They also shut the doors of the vestibule and put out the
lamps and have not burned incense or offered burnt offer-
ings in the Holy Place to the God of Israel.

8 Therefore the wrath of the LORD came on Judah and Je-
rusalem, and he has made them an object of horror, of aston-
ishment, and of hissing, as you see with your own eyes.

2 For behold, our fathers have fallen by the sword, and our
sons and our daughters and our wives are in captivity for
this.

10 Now it is in my heart to make a covenant with the LORD,
the God of Israel, in order that his fierce anger may turn
away fromus.

11 My sons, do not now be negligent, for the LORD has cho-
sen you to stand in his presence, to minister to him and to be
his ministers and make offerings to him.”

=]
=

ols
A

o=

5|A7|0F= SfLIEMHIA SO A
skl 2RIZ oo A&
L7k (6, 78)

Where does Hezekiah find
the cause of God's wrath
against Judah? (vs. 6-7)

S|ATI0F7F 7Sl @loh 2|92
S0l LHE XA = SXUL7F
(6%)

What instructions did Heze-
kiah give to the Levites for
the reform? (v. b)
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Hezekiah opens the closed temple doors and starts repairing
them. He summons the priests and Levites and orders them to
remove all the defiled things from the sanctuary and sanctify
the temple. He found the reason why God is angry with Judah
because they left God and turned their backs on the sanctu-
ary. Following the orders of Hezekiah, the Levites cleanse the
temple. Take away all the defiled things in the temple. Then,
they return all the utensils of the temple that King Ahaz had
abandoned. After the temple has been cleaned, the whole
congregation gathers and worships God with thanksgiving.
Hezekiah's temple reform reminds me of Robert Munger’s
book “My Heart Christ's home”. When we want to bring the
Lord into our hearts, He comes into us. Our inner side be—
comes the sanctuary where Christ dwells, He needs to clean
up to stay in us for a long time and to share intimate relation—
ships with us. You need to clean up the garbage in your inte-
rior library, kitchen, living room, workroom, recreation room,
bedroom, closet, and throw out unnecessary things. And it is
to tidy up so that the Lord stays comfortable. Then the Lord
lives with us as the master in all parts of our lives.
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Reading insight

Hezekiah sends letters to Judah and all Israel to invite them
to celebrate the Passover. Following the king's orders, the
messengers travel all over the area, asking people to return to
God. A large crowd of inspired people gather to celebrate the
Passover.

2 Chronicles 30:1-12

1 Hezekiah sent to all Israel and Judah, and wrote letters also to
Ephraim and Manasseh, that they should come to the house of
the LORD at Jerusalem to keep the Passover to the LORD, the
God of Israel.

2For the king and his princes and all the assembly in Jerusalem
had taken counsel to keep the Passover in the second month--

3 for they could not keep it at that time because the priests had
not consecrated themselves in sufficient number, nor had the
people assembled in Jerusalem--

4and the plan seemed right to the king and all the assembly.

5 So they decreed to make a proclamation throughout all Israel,
from Beersheba to Dan, that the people should come and keep
the Passover to the LORD, the God of Israel, at Jerusalem, for
they had notkept it as often as prescribed.

6 So couriers went throughout all Israel and Judah with letters
from the king and his princes, as the king had commanded, say-
ing, “O people of Israel, return to the LORD, the God of Abra-
ham, Isaac, and Israel, that he may turn again to the remnant of
you who have escaped from the hand of the kings of Assyria.

7 Do not be like your fathers and your brothers, who were faith-
less to the LORD God of their fathers, so that he made them a
desolation, as you see.

8 Do not now be stiff-necked as your fathers were, but yield
yourselves to the LORD and come to his sanctuary, which he
has consecrated forever, and serve the LORD your God, that his
fierce anger may turn away from you.

9 For if you return to the LORD, your brothers and your chil-
dren will find compassion with their captors and return to this
land. For the LORD your God is gracious and merciful and will
not turn away his face from you, if you return to him.”

10 So the couriers went from city to city through the country of
Ephraim and Manasseh, and as far as Zebulun, but they laughed
them to scorn and mocked them.

11 However, some men of Asher, of Manasseh, and of Zebulun
humbled themselves and came to Jerusalem.

12 The hand of God was also on Judah to give them one heart to
do what the king and the princes commanded by the word of the
LORD.
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Why is King Hezekiah trying
1o celebrate the Passover?

(v. 5)

§E0| StLIEM
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The messengers say that if
the people return to God, God
will also return to them. What
character of God makes re-
covery possible? (v.9)
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King Hezekiah, who restored the temple sacrifice, wanted to cel-
ebrate the Passover. Hezekiah sent letters to all Israel, Ephraim,
and Manasseh, as well as to Judah, and invited them to cel-
ebrate the Passover together. The messengers followed the
king's orders and asked the people to return to God. In response
the Lord would return then, because God is gracious and mer—
ciful. Each person had different reactions. Some people laughed
and made fun of messengers. However, there were those who
humbly listened to this invitation and came to Jerusalem. Those
gathered together experienced the grace of Passover.

“Here | am! | stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my
voice and opens the door, | will come in and eat with that per—
son, and they with me.” Revelation 3:20 is an excellent analogy
to our relationship with God. God is not a taskmaster, but is tol-
erant. The choice is up to us. When we accept the invitation, He
comes in and eats and lives with us. Therefore, it seems that
the relationship depends on our choice. However, the relation—
ship is based entirely on God's grace and mercy. His boundless
patience and infinite love are the roots that sustain the rela—
tionship between God and us. Anyone who knows God can no
longer let Him stand outside the door.



AL, gt 2 cgE A

=
Journaling with Jesus OIS MZEHEL|TIE?
7

52| ZtAt Thanks Note &

(1)

st One Word
(2]

Ct==7 | One Prayer
(3]

StLEEC| o1, ©412] O+ God's heart & your heart

=2
4>
oc
K
oln
02
_O'E
r|r
m|o
-lo

[l For Walking with Jesus

Z2 O 20|, H2| Taking it deeper, further

S oI o453t SHls D157 47, TS,
ATZIO TOFIX| 943 ORISR 7|ZGHIAIR.

O o o o

facebook @7I52 91502

113



22£5zux}
T Wed

e
915 2kl
Under the threat
of Assyria

E=22 Reading Plan

Stj7]5} 2 Chronicles
31-32%

®

M351E(S389%)

o =0
= AEE2

FO| FARL

0{=7|= Opening Prayer

ESER-TEP 9N
"-I B0| EALIo|Ct.
Lord, Speak.

Your Servant is Listening

S9l & ¢, 0t FH|
Doing & Being for Today

114

7|

BIAT|0KS QA2 & MERO| S WALIL, I eSS
Z2fB{BIA BHLIH REX0| MRS S22 0L s
2 zH M71 5|A7|0F= YBIE L2|Ct =1, 2 uiMo| ZAS

OO Ol R22| BA MY &2 0| HAHELICE

7|t 32:1-8

}\1 Z‘]Eﬂo]q_X]- ]E]’
25| 27]0p7} A o] o RS A8 & A
=

3 719) ST} §A1ET} HEo] 9
2E 2 298 v st 250] Eri2t

4 0o WiAjo] Wo| o] RE B 2oyl uko 3 5
7S A B ol 2] of] k2 5ol 94 B
= E‘Q' ?:-]7“ O]‘a_g_ 0]‘_1__

58] 27]0p7} ol & Wol 7l R E AHS Hapsls
BH7HA] ol AL E S AT TSl A URE

AT 5t 5719 Yl S gl hE T
s o AFTES AY WYS Asel s 42
YA H 27| ol RIS w01 22 9= 3fe] o
2y

7 V3)E vhe-g st Sol Bres] sk ok o
5 218 G2 2 o)z Yoliol FA9IEA U
o] et Selok gl S ol 18k A sk

At ay

8 10} 37 SH= AR $419] Hol g $-2jo} 37 3
A ol 229 shpd clsobiat weA) S22
9413 922 thAlste] A9t st wl4o]
9Th9) 5] 27]ofe] whez whuoto} ek 2}



Reading insight

Hezekiah is attacked by Sennacherib, king of Assyria. He en—
courages the people for crying out to God and leading the war
to victory. Hezekiah, who served God well and died while en—
joying prosperity, is respected by all the people, and is buried
in the section of the royal tombs that is reserved for the most
respected kings.

2 Chronicles 32:1-8

1 After these things and these acts of faithfulness, Sennach-
erib king of Assyria came and invaded Judah and encamped
against the fortified cities, thinking to win them for himself.

2 And when Hezekiah saw that Sennacherib had come and
intended to fight against Jerusalem,

3 he planned with his officers and his mighty men to stop
the water of the springs that were outside the city; and they
helped him.

4 A great many people were gathered, and they stopped all
the springs and the brook that flowed through the land, say-
ing, “Why should the kings of Assyria come and find much
water?”

5 He set to work resolutely and built up all the wall that was
broken down and raised towers upon it, and outside it he
built another wall, and he strengthened the Millo in the city
of David. He also made weapons and shields in abundance.

6 And he set combat commanders over the people and gath-
ered them together to him in the square at the gate of the city
and spoke encouragingly to them, saying,

7 “Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or dismayed
before the king of Assyria and all the horde that is with him,
for there are more with us than with him.

8 With him is an arm of flesh, but with us is the LORD our
God, to help us and to fight our battles.” And the people took
confidence from the words of Hezekiah king of Judah.
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Engaging with Words
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What is the basis for King
Hezekiah to encourage his
soldiers to strengthen their
hearts and be bold? (v. 7)
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Do you have “the arm of the
body” that you rely more than
God? What is it? (v. 8)
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Even in the days of King Hezekiah, who faithfully serves God,
trials continue to come. Sennacherib, king of Assyria, invades
into Judah and threatens the people. Hezekiah blocks the
stream outside the castle, rebuilds the collapsed walls and
manufactures large numbers of weapons and shields. Then he
encourages the soldiers to be strong and bold. It is because he
believes that there is a God greater than King Assyria.

Hezekiah says that the king of Assyria is the “arm of the flesh.”
The new translation is ‘only the power of the military’. In the
battlefield where military power is considered to be everything,
he laughs at its absolute reality. He's seeing where the ultimate
cause of victory is. Hezekiah also asks the soldiers to look at
God fighting on their behalf. They listen to Hezekiah and receive
strength.

Money and power exert absolute power in our world. When
these things are enough, people become proud and when they
are insufficient, people become discouraged. In front of this
absolute principle, our faith sometimes feels powerless. But it is
our journey of faith that aims for reaching to the invisible divine
principles. We must trust Him who sets what is absolute truth
while defeating the noncompromising principle of the world.
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Reading insight

Manasseh served idols instead of God. As a result, he was
attacked by the King of Assyria and taken to Babylon. As God
responded to Manasseh’s prayers, he was able to return to
Jerusalem and rule again as king.

2 Chronicles 33:10-13, 15-18

10 The LORD spoke to Manasseh and to his people, but they
paid no attention.

11 Therefore the LORD brought upon them the commanders
of the army of the king of Assyria, who captured Manasseh
with hooks and bound him with chains of bronze and
brought him to Babylon.

12 And when he was in distress, he entreated the favor of the
LORD his God and humbled himself greatly before the God
of his fathers.

13 He prayed to him, and God was moved by his entreaty and
heard his plea and brought him again to Jerusalem into his
kingdom. Then Manasseh knew that the LORD was God.

15 And he took away the foreign gods and the idol from the
house of the LORD, and all the altars that he had built on the
mountain of the house of the LORD and in Jerusalem, and
he threw them outside of the city.

16 He also restored the altar of the LORD and offered on it
sacrifices of peace offerings and of thanksgiving, and he
commanded Judah to serve the LORD, the God of Israel.

17 Nevertheless, the people still sacrificed at the high places,
but only to the LORD their God.

18 Now the rest of the acts of Manasseh, and his prayer to
his God, and the words of the seers who spoke to him in the
name of the LORD, the God of Israel, behold, they are in the
Chronicles of the Kings of Israel.
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What changed after
Manasseh'’s tribulation (v. 12)
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What did Manasseh realize
after experiencing tribulation
and God's response to his
prayer? (v. 13)
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Manasseh rebuilds the high places that his father Hezekiah
has destroyed, and builds an altar to serve Baal and various
idols. He doesn't even listen to God. As a result, he is attacked
by Assyria and taken to Babylon. He learns humility before
God only after suffering. Only then he begins to see God and
learn to pray. With the grace of God, Manasseh returns to
Jerusalem and reigns as king. Through this experience, he
realizes that the Lord is the only God. Since then, he has elim-
inated idols and served God alone.

There are those who think repentance is a verbal confession
to God. When you put a coin called repentance, a product
called forgiveness comes out automatically. The more super—
ficial you think of repentance, the cheaper the grace of God
will be. There is no transformation, and you keep on repeating
repentance without remorse. Manasseh sets an example of
repentance. In pain, he discovers who God is and becomes
humble. Humility is not a humble attitude, but an attitude of life
that comes from someone who discovers who God is and who
he or she is. Manasseh, humbled before God, lives a com—
pletely different life.
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Reading insight

Josiah travels all over the region, trying to get rid of idols.
Josiah tears his clothes as the book of the law found while re—
pairing the temple is read. He brings the people of Jerusalem
together and makes the words heard. Both the king and the
people make a covenant to follow all the words of the covenant
written in the scroll.

2 Chronicles 34:14-21, 29-32

14 While they were bringing out the money that had been
brought into the house of the LORD, Hilkiah the priest found
the Book of the Law of the LORD given through Moses.

15 Then Hilkiah answered and said to Shaphan the secretary,
“T'have found the Book of the Law in the house of the LORD.”
And Hilkiah gave the book to Shaphan.

16 Shaphan brought the book to the king, and further reported to
the king, “All that was committed to your servants they are doing.

17 They have emptied out the money that was found in the
house of the LORD and have given it into the hand of the over-
seers and the workmen.”

18 Then Shaphan the secretary told the king, “Hilkiah the priest
has given me a book.” And Shaphan read from it before the king.

19 And when the king heard the words of the Law, he tore his
clothes.

20 And the king commanded Hilkiah, Ahikam the son of
Shaphan, Abdon the son of Micah, Shaphan the secretary, and
Asaiah the king’s servant, saying,

21 “Go, inquire of the LORD for me and for those who are left
in Israel and in Judah, concerning the words of the book that has
been found. For great is the wrath of the LORD that is poured
out on us, because our fathers have not kept the word of the
LORD, to do according to all that is written in this book.”

29 Then the king sent and gathered together all the elders of Ju-
dah and Jerusalem.

30 And the king went up to the house of the LORD, with all the
men of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem and the priests
and the Levites, all the people both great and small. And he read
in their hearing all the words of the Book of the Covenant that
had been found in the house of the LORD.

31 And the king stood in his place and made a covenant before
the LORD, to walk after the LORD and to keep his command-
ments and his testimonies and his statutes, with all his heart and
all his soul, to perform the words of the covenant that were writ-
ten in this book.

32 Then he made all who were present in Jerusalem and in Ben-
jamin join in it. And the inhabitants of Jerusalem did according
to the covenant of God, the God of their fathers.
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How did King Josiah react
after hearing the words of
the law found in the temple?
(v.19)
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What did the people who
gather at the temple do after
they heard all the words of
the book of the law?

(vs. 30-32)
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“The parable of the sower” in the Gospels illustrates the dynamic
relationship between the Word and us. The word of God, likened
to a seed, is sown regardless of whether it is a roadside, a stone
field, or a thorn bush. A seed’s vitality depends on the type of soil
on which it sinks. The holy word of God is surprisingly dependent
on the soil of the heart of the person receiving it.

During the temple repair, a book of the Lord's law from Moses
was found. The scribe of Shaphan reads the book aloud in front
of King Josiah. After hearing the word, the king mourns and
tears his clothes. It is because he realizes that God's wrath is
great because they did not follow the words of the covenant.
The king decides that not only himself, but all people must listen
to the words of the covenant.

All the words in the covenant book are proclaimed aloud to the
people gathered in the temple. After hearing the word, the king
and the people make a covenant to follow the words. When
God's Word is heard, everyone has the possibility of transfor-
mation. However, it is up to the soil, the heart of the person,
whether the word is planted to settle the roots to bear fruit. | feel
terrified that it is really up to us whether the Holy Word of God
lives or dies
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Reading insight

King Josiah gives instructions to the priests and Levites to cel-
ebrate the Passover. He donates his own beasts to be used for
sacrifice, and the leaders follow Josiah to bring out their own
beasts. In this way, the Passover is celebrated magnificently.

2 Chronicles 35:7-9, 16-19

7 Then Josiah contributed to the lay people, as Passover of-
ferings for all who were present, lambs and young goats
from the flock to the number of 30,000, and 3,000 bulls;
these were from the king’s possessions.

8 And his officials contributed willingly to the people, to the
priests, and to the Levites. Hilkiah, Zechariah, and Jehiel,
the chief officers of the house of God, gave to the priests for
the Passover offerings 2,600 Passover lambs and 300 bulls.

9 Conaniah also, and Shemaiah and Nethanel his brothers,
and Hashabiah and Jeiel and Jozabad, the chiefs of the Lev-
ites, gave to the Levites for the Passover offerings 5,000
lambs and young goats and 500 bulls.

16 So all the service of the LORD was prepared that day, to
keep the Passover and to offer burnt offerings on the altar of
the LORD, according to the command of King Josiah.

17 And the people of Israel who were present kept the Pass-
over at that time, and the Feast of Unleavened Bread seven
days.

18 No Passover like it had been kept in Israel since the days
of Samuel the prophet. None of the kings of Israel had kept
such a Passover as was kept by Josiah, and the priests and the
Levites, and all Judah and Israel who were present, and the
inhabitants of Jerusalem.

19 In the eighteenth year of the reign of Josiah this Passover
was kept.

a4 202

Engaging with Words

FEEN HYS0| EEH HES
Sl A7| A2 L= MEHES
STRI7IR? (7-9)

Who presented their offer—
ings at the Passover?

(vs. 7-9)

QAOF & I X171 R0 Cyet
B7tk= of®SL7? (18%)
How was the evaluation of
the Passover that the people
kept during the time of King
Josiah? (v.18)

SA Z0f 2t R
God Moment
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When we start to share
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King Josiah's reforms lead to the restoration of Passover. He in—
structs the priests and Levites to prepare for the Passover. What's
impressive is that Josiah himself gives away the beasts he owns
for the offering at the Passover. Josiah donated thirty thousand
sheep and goats, and three thousand bulls from his own flocks
and herds. The fact that one man owns so many beasts has
something to think about in terms of ethics, but the important thing
is that he comes up with the fresh idea. When the king brings his
own, the king's servants and the chief officers of the temple are
willing to participate. This will make the celebration of Passover
more magnificent than ever.

The word “Get rich quick” was once fashionable. In the past, even
though some had such an inner desire, it was considered a virtue
not to reveal it. But these days people are now giving and receiv—
ing that word as virtue, and they are even considered casual. |
hear that the best dream for young people is to become a land—
lord. There are good reasons to be wary of wealth. Wealth comes
with responsibility for the Have Nots people. When the Haves is
generous, unequal social structures can be improved. So who are
those who have so much? All of us. There is a difference in de—
gree, but we all have things. The standard of the wealth is relative.
The kingdom of God comes when you give up your own things
and start sharing.



AL, gt 2 cgE A

=
Journaling with Jesus OIS MZEHEL|TIE?
7

52| ZtAt Thanks Note &

(1)

st One Word
(2]

Ct==7 | One Prayer
(3]

StLEEC| o1, ©412] O+ God's heart & your heart

=2
4>
oc
K
oln
02
_O'E
r|r
m|o
-lo

[l For Walking with Jesus

Z2 O 20|, H2| Taking it deeper, further

S oI o453t SHls D157 47, TS,
ATZIO TOFIX| 943 ORISR 7|ZGHIAIR.

O o o o

facebook @7I52 91502

129



AUG-F¢

Sunday Sermon Note

HE=2E Scripture

FQLHL outline

SHLHE 2l 2 God's Voice

130



AR
FY gko

1§ Zo] S48 W8< 7153t

Lte| ZTt / M2 My Heart/ Application

Lt2| 7| =X My Prayers

1w 3|2 7|=X|= prayers of My Church

| 20 This Week

= o

e

131



AeE 2714

O[T SAH(HRER2|CIstIAEzzl w3, FL)

B2 319 oj2 50| (Welfarer} BAITH)Eh= T Shc) £7] g

g Uk APAE-2 Al vt 25 ﬂo}%w ot
= ahed] Rl v mulaet Aeke|g HuyFy
OPEMTZ}. S o 2 AR= A|gjeluUth 5842 Fo| WQsit)

E8 208 T 49l AHoyluy| of

A~ L.
—E,_E%“ 9 = 2 T MR

Seeg
G, 194 At S o] w8tttk g, 12 a0 2
P A8 ol A2 28 A
LR off A4 3ol Ml Aol L e i ol A
Syl 7171 A 3017 BSIRIS 881 o) Slsticd], 1] o 2ukh
T T A P T P
2 o]0l AZSH 85419 B Aoleis U Tk 2 FHobleh A
39] 870] ‘B2 WS o] 47} glckn] %L ARG, 1 AL ol
Febit] A%sITh ofd oA sfslor sikR? 5 PR T B
HATHE o] 42 1 £ ol 7k ¢he A 2efx P, A% 1eka? 1
7H RIS ke AR Aleell A T A4S Sk Tk BHb3lor e
A9 ZeluIh B S B o]y Wl 1] Alsie] o) 41 o]
S QgkoL], EAPA “TH-E S L AAle] el3 9IE Hapt )
= AREh E2 W) 04 11 B8k A7) Zlo] Frka Beat A ohdrk”

132



Sl A7 e, T |2 A7 o] oAk gle A e E A
S 7 AR (13 6:10) 2k 2 %?ME}

£ 22 7R AR oA gl o] Bguich 004 S4lo] 7] 1)
BolUI, TR RE A 7K Aol FRAE S 25 o
S W AR s 0 shbd o B uhEsh Shdukg 4l
2fsHz ARIUIEE, AlSol Aol 7Hi Fo7hE Sk 2 1 Aol
7H 84k s Ik, A S S AIRSHE AR ol R A gl

A o] Bolu}, ARE: BE & 7h Ahehs AUk o 12 a4k A

'd
_;_4

2388o|ojof st} TARTE A7) Z2eshct 17 ofite] 7| =S Wo
Sl 23] Bl A4S wWol FLow FHFU7F? Algo] Sk A= &
A W7t i o8A 4713 7P F ey =i oy A=
e} ] F83F 21 mpR)uho] o el ok AU,

opAe] A SHE E7H] 9] A fret oAt A7l 71EEY
2F (st 16:11), 7] W2 A A)7|2] b o] Q] wat S
o] Bl g, opAbz AgollRh We-E A FS U 1] mRR|ukE HE Y
- AYAYSGUS e 17F 917] Sl shubdo] obd ofghe wilsGol|A| &
= Wdo] |5 ARlaL, 11 5ol A4 Y] La HER v
|5 HEUTE A 3] S8 B S 9 Aof| shud o] et = AL
Gr|ojof =T, oAb 1L F& FASIL A4l A = f-8-sliH Al vE A
Py,

okt U= shobd ] ol mg-s vt sl
2P (§ 22:22), o714 (hgoll Eth+= g2
= A8 Floll Sl gt =Y &, shy
Al b 1 STy 1A L ERo] e e 2 AZbekal gAo ek
ow| AU, = ghollA shide] B2 2l&Egt A
= WO & FeoF duth A shH W
3L WEo] o)1l R Ab= AYYTh 11 Abro] oAl
= A 7 A=A S E RSk AR U

f
ol
ol o
lo ﬁg
mﬂ
%o
o o %
g o fo
1o go =
ofN v =
o~ O o
o rr &
M

oz Bo
3%3
i
M oy 32
> 0
A=)
o
)
=2 my
S )

HJ

133



3 1 AUG
2] Mon

ks B
A= D
Cyrus Lets

the Jews Return
Home

E=22 Reading Plan

Stj7]5} 2 Chronicles
36%

®

M357ZHE3I7E)
Z 2 Ak YoiLt

T Yo,
2| 30| E2LjoICt

Lord, Speak.
Your Servant is Listening

950 2 Y, 03 FH|

Doing & Being for Today

134

7|

FLiQl OpX|ats TAZ S22 SILIEO| EAZ[0f f5HA| List
£ OARSUO O 210 S0 B2 HYS0| 222 S5y
Ct. SHX|ZE SHtE2 NYAS S3HA O|AZIAS RU B2 =
2L

AL |5t 36:11-23

11 A7)0} $9]0] 0.5 wo] Lo]7} ol 4le) Alef ot
2ol 4 4o | FF thaelo

12 70 SLb o]0} A|7] o] o}S st
oprt o sele wow A 1 %A 4
o]

13 5 LA o] 15 19] S 7helA WAl
A stelont 17} S8 vkl B 27 st ul-2 gtob
517 8o ol efel sfu o] oz Boex] ohjsieln
14 BE ANAE] SEo| S wAE 27 vHste] o]
W BE 7150 92 b ol SeplA 2] AR
A A 12) B HA sigon

15 1 2AFS 0] st o BobA] 0] WAE 1 ASHAl S
2 ARl 29 A4S 2 ol 21fef o
16 10] o] b o] AMISS WS 19 WS WA
5jo] 19] HA|21E Bo] of 00| Xlig 19| u Kol
o] %7 s}of 3|83 2 gA selonz

17 5L o] Ztjo} ko] o] 158 T §7] Aol 17k 9b4
250] QAN 2= HASS Fols] Hd pdel el
woks Alghe 23] o717 op el

18 Shpe o] 0| i 253} of 9ko] 7o) mga}
Sl o BES T HPES 2 A7t

19 F sjUhd o] 48 BAE oAk Bl g 150
BE FAS BAZH 150 BE 3 1858 Ha

20 4o ] Alo} e AS 17} vPE 0 2 Aol
2)7} 717] 4 Zeof 93k 19) A0 17} Elof hAtko]
EX|2 uj7kA] ol2uje}

21 oo £|7} g alo] o) A -2l o] QHAlalo]
24 32 Ay AsolAA odujore] Qo shAl
o] o] 2ojz{H2}

22 b Apo] A 9 Ulo] B ofulofe] Qo
Sp4l W42 o] A3 o] ZopAA BhAfe] T Sk np
o8 57| Al 17} & Uelo] BEE 3k ZAE Y]
0|2

23 uhA} S T#| 27} o]220] Wiy 559] 4] o] ZopAA
A RELS WA FAIL ol A wedeto] St oAl
HAE AZ3het sk Y] Sl 1o WAE AT &
ebRjofct U3 siubd olzepilA 37 ShA71S sk
o} 3lsieiet

A7 o]
&3] opfa}




Reading insight

At the end of Judah dynasty, the kings ruled the kingdom evil in
the eyes of God. As a result, kings and many people were tak-
en into captivity. But God sent Israelites back to Judah through
King Cyrus.

2 Chronicles 36:11-23

11 Zedekiah was twenty-one years old when he began to reign,
and he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem.

12 He did what was evil in the sight of the LORD his God. He
did not humble himselfbefore Jeremiah the prophet, who spoke
from the mouth of the LORD.

13 He also rebelled against King Nebuchadnezzar, who had
made him swear by God. He stiffened his neck and hardened his
heart against turning to the LORD, the God of Israel.

14 All the officers of the priests and the people likewise were
exceedingly unfaithful, following all the abominations of the
nations. And they polluted the house of the LORD that he had
made holy in Jerusalem.

15The LORD, the God of their fathers, sent persistently to them
by his messengers, because he had compassion on his people
and on his dwelling place.

16 But they kept mocking the messengers of God, despising his
words and scoffing at his prophets, until the wrath of the LORD
rose against his people, until there was no remedy.

17 Therefore he brought up against them the king of the Chal-
deans, who killed their young men with the sword in the house
of their sanctuary and had no compassion on young man or vir-
gin, old man or aged. He gave them all into his hand.

18 And all the vessels of the house of God, great and small, and
the treasures of the house of the LORD, and the treasures of the
king and ofhis princes, all these he brought to Babylon.

19 And they burned the house of God and broke down the wall
of Jerusalem and burned all its palaces with fire and destroyed
allits precious vessels.

20 He took into exile in Babylon those who had escaped from
the sword, and they became servants to him and to his sons until
the establishment of the kingdom of Persia,

21to fulfill the word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah, un-
til the land had enjoyed its Sabbaths. All the days that it lay des-
olate it kept Sabbath, to fulfill seventy years.

22 Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of
the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the LORD
stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, so that he made a proc-
lamation throughout all his kingdom and also put it in writing:

23 “Thus says Cyrus king of Persia, “The LORD, the God of
heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth, and he has
charged me to build him a house at Jerusalem, which is in Ju-
dah. Whoever is among you of all his people, may the LORD
his God be with him. Lethim goup.’”

=]
=

ols
A

o=

Etztor RO SHES0A oiLtd
2SS EU A2 22 M
ofei SRHLICE SRX|RF B S0
B8 05U (15, 16F)
To the fallen people of Judah,
God sent prophets to com—
municate His will. But what
was the reaction of the peo—
ple? (vs 15 -16)

SILIEHA HIAL & TIHAE S
ol StAlEl= Y2 SR
(23%)

What was God going to do
through Cyrus, king of Per-
sia? (v. 23)
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Hope is in God

01=0totA, (=0FH, AI=7(0F0 O|2= RCHS| OFX|22 ohlt
BHA 2AI7100 23t Al7|REUCH 1 20 42 FEF ot
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Judah'’s final journey to doom from king Jehoahaz to king Ze—
dekiah was an evil transition in the eyes of God. As a result,
the temple was invaded, and the kings and many people were
taken into captivity. God warned again and again through the
prophets, but the kings and the people mocked, ignored, and
laughed at them. Sometimes when you look at the world, it is
difficult to find hope. In the world created by humans, the en-
vironment is devastated and the powerless are not protected
and the number of people who are vulnerable is increasing.
Evil seems to thrive instead of being punished. But hope
comes from God.

The end of Chronicles glimpses the shadow of hope from God.
God sent the people of Judah back to their hometown through
King Cyrus to build the temple again in Jerusalem, No matter
how much humans mess up the world, God restores the world
and fulfills His will. Those who have read Chronicles are now
at the crossroads of choice. Will you go against God and go
the wrong way? Or will you serve God and go the right way?
The answer is clear if you think of God who consistently makes
hope in the midst of human despair.
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$ 1for every day, we are planting the church of Jesus Christ!

stolsi2ia| w 3| wE|7HE 2F Nehemiah Project-Church Planting Movement
L3{|ojok$ 1 2 Mission Fund RIAIOIE hitps://go.missionfund.org/kumenehemiah

3= A& Y Tt We plant a church at a time
U] ﬂ]-‘g— %—E]%LL] E]- We prepare for future
s A A o] TTAI Y T} God is leading our way

22}21 312 online Giving

o8 $10,$ 20, $30, $ 50 per month 0 SHE $ 1 perday 0 SHEE $ 30 per month

of2{22] 12 Sig 2 stolgsz2|w 3| JHAS s AFZEILICE,
Your $ 1 offering will be used for church planting projects of Korean United Methodist Churches
Astzia|ws|o| n[2HE ZH|sk= ol ALREILICE
Your offering will support for future of The United Methodist Church.
© 5t0{ 2|35 Korean speaking congregation © H0{2|Z English speaking congregation
o XIAM|CHS| S Next generation ministry o CIOIZ A Multi—ethnic ministry

Lslojof 2F2] m 2|7H= Alol] of BA Eoigt + USNMK?

How can we participate into church planting projects for Nehemiah project?

o 7PHof|A €| ERILICE, You may give as afamily.
o XS} €| o ek ERIL|CE, You may share with your children,
o MEFIER SAZEHL|LCE. You would give with your credit card.
+ Lal|0jo} 2SS Sall, HlatM|7 [R2 QLS = USLICE
This gift can be listed as a tax—deductible gift for your tax report.
Mission Fund 2Atol= hitps://go.missionfund.org/kumcnehemiah
LEO R HILYA 4 QEL|C} Check payable to Nehemiah Project

W3IE M= =5l0|o} 2F 25 Nehemiah Project
P O Box 5553 Englewood NJ 07631 / Email contact : kumcdevotion@gmail.com
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- week ] The First Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage

2 Chronicles 6:18-21

Sanctuary of prayer

0 Opening Question

Think about and share if there is a chapel or place of prayer that gave you special
meaning.

Understanding today’s passage -
g y'S passag

As Solomon consecrated the Temple, he prayed to God: As the people of God prays
looking up the Temple, he implored to God to hear their prayers and heed their
pleadings. Solomon built the Temple for God. The Temple would be the house where
God resides. At the same time, Solomon knew that God is much bigger than what the
house would be able to accommodate. Nonetheless Solomon prayed to God to hear
the prayers of the people whether they pray at the Temple or just looking up the Tem-
ple.

Infact, the people needed the Temple more than God. No matter how grand the tem-
pleis, there is not enough space for God to dwell. God is not limited to any particular
space. But people need a temple. People with limited senses should have a separate
space to meet God. Otherwise, they will lose their sense of holiness.

I don't know how things will change by the time this article is read, but as of this writ-
ing we have been deprived of our daily lives and the chapel by the corona virus. As
they were taken away, we are grieving over how precious the space where we gath-
ered together to worship and pray. Some people say that it is just a building, and that
worship and daily prayer could be conducted outside the building, but may we dis-
miss the traces of life and faith accumulated in the space? We went to God through a
separate space called the chapel in order to have a fellowship with Him.
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The temple is the place to make sure that God exists and He hears our supplications.

Onlywhenthereis such aspace and time for prayer, we can turn our eyes toward God
inreality. Justlike there is a separate time of prayer to meet God in the temple, you will
be able to continue praying to God, whereveryou are.

© Into the Word ™

1.How does Solomon understand the relationship between God and the temple?
(v.18)

2.Whatis the content of Solomon'’s prayer? (vs. 20-21)

@ 1nto our Life

1.How do you understand the connection between your church building and your
relationship with God?

2.Isthere aseparate place for prayer like the temple? Let's check your prayer life.

© Memory Verse - 2 Chronicles 6:21

“And listen to the pleas of your servant and of your people Israel, when they pray
toward this place. And listen from heaven your dwelling place, and when you hear,
forgive.”

® sharing with your children ™

When do you pray to God? Do you have time to pray regularly?
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- week 2 The Second Week Small Group Meeting Today’s Passage

2 Chronicles 16:1-10

Trust God’s buoyancy

0 Opening Question

Do you have a lot of worries when encountering a difficult situation? Is there your
own way to relieve anxiety and stress?

Understanding today’s passage -
g y'S passag

As king Baasha of Israel attacked Judah, king Asa asked for help from king Ben-Hadad
of Aram. Having accepted the request for help, king Ben-Hadad came forward to help
Asa. And Asa managed to avert the crisis. While the king and the people were cele-
brating, the prophet Hanani came to visit king Asa to tell him that because Asa relied
on Aram instead of God, he would be entangled with so many wars in the future. Asa
was so angry that he put the prophet Hanani in prison. When Asa fought against the
Cushite and the Libyans, he depended on the help from God. But he closed his ears
to God maybe because his mind became intoxicated by his corrupt life style of power
and glory over many years.

Asa might have been fearful. When the army of Israel marched on, naturally he
thought about realistic ally. But Asa had forgotten the most important fact. The fact
that God always watch over all people around the world, and the fact that THAT GOD
gives strength to people who depend on Him with all their minds and hearts.
Believing also means trusting God. Soren Kierkegaard, a Danish philosopher and
theologian of the 19th century, said that faith is like floating above the sea, over 100
km deep. The more you struggle physically to live on the water, the more you sink.
However, if you trust your buoyancy and leave yourselfto the sea, you will float on the
water. Faith is to trust God's buoyancy.
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Anxiety and fear invade as much as you do not trust God. You will wander around look-

ing for something else to rely on. That's why Jesus explains the lilies of field and birds
in the air. The God who feeds the birds of the air and the lilies of the field is taking care
of us because we are more precious. The words, “People with little faith!”, is for those
who don't believe it and live in anxiety. Faith is like trusting the existence of ocean that
fills every corner of the world we live in. The more we trust the God, the more we will be
free fromworries so thatwe live on for whatisimportant and essential.

© 1nto the Word *

1.Why did the prophet Hanani rebuke King Asa? (v. 7)

2.Whatis God's characteristic that the prophet Hanani witness? (v. 9)

@ 1nto our Life

1.Please share the cases in which you were benefited from trusting God or were let
down due to your mistrust.

2.In order to trust God, we must first know if He is trustworthy. How am I experienc-
ing God?Isthat God reliable?

© Memory Verse - 2 Chronicles 169

“For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to give strong
supportto those whose heart is blameless toward him.”

@ Sharing with your children

God is our helper when we are in trouble. So what can we do when we have a difficult
circumstance?
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- week 3 The Third Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage

2 Chronicles 25:1-2, 14-16

If not all

0 Opening Question

Share whatis your mostimportant possession and why you care aboutiit.

@ Understanding today’s passage

“Amaziah did what was pleasing in the Lord s sight, but not wholeheartedly.” (v. 2)
This is the commentary on King Amaziah by the Chronicles author. The new trans-
lation translates this part as “He didn't do it with all his heart.” His evaluation was
justified. He brought the idols of Seir and set them up as his own gods, bowed down
to them and burned sacrifices to them. He didn't listen to God's prophets. He ignored
the warnings of the prophet and got defeated by the king of Israel. And he was killed
by the conspirators.

Amaziah's story reminds us of a rich young man who came to meet Jesus. He asked
about the way to eternal life. He was faithfully to keep all the commandments Jesus
mentioned. Jesus still said there is one thing lacked. Jesus told him to sell everything
he has, give it to the poor, and follow Jesus. Hearing these words, he was grieved and
eventually left Jesus, because he had a fortune. He kept the commandments and
wondered about eternal life, but he could not give up his wealth. He didn't find any-
thing worthwhile to bet on Jesus.

There are those who think of religion as a culture. The word “life of faith” reflects the
idea that faith is part of our lives. But faith is a shift in the mental frame that can take
our life to a new level. When we acknowledge who is God, our lives must be reinter-
preted around Him. Jesus tells the rich young man that if he sells all of his wealth and
shares it with the poor, he will receive possession of heaven. It is a relocation of life to
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a completely different property. So the way to follow God is impossible with an inde-

pendent mind. Either wealth becomes absolute value, or Jesus becomes absolute val-
ue, we must choose one of the two. The fact that Amaziah wasn't wholehearted was
no different from saying that he had no commitment. ‘Religious life’ means that faith
is life. Faith makes our lives different.

© 1nto the Word *

1.What was Amaziah's problem in following God? (v. 2)

2. Why was God angry with Amaziah? (vs. 14-15)

@ 1nto our Life

1.Is there any obstacle to the complete follow-up of God, such as the idol of Amaziah
and the wealth of a rich young man? Please share what you find difficult to give up.

2.To follow God completely, it is difficult only by willing mind. It is possible when you

realize the ultimate value of heavenly treasure. What is the value of your faith? Is
God worth enough to betyour whole life on Him?

© Memory Verse - 2 Chronicles 25:2

“And he did what was right in the eyes of the LORD, yet not with awhole heart.”

® sharing with your children ™

Isthere any belonging you value most? Why is that?
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- week | The Fourth Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage

154

2 Chronicles 30:1-12

Just open the door

0 Opening Question

Doyou have an experience that you were unconditionally forgiven by someone?

@ Understanding today’s passage

King Hezekiah, who restored the temple sacrifice, wanted to celebrate the Passover.
Hezekiah sent letters to all Israel, Ephraim, and Manasseh, as well as to Judah, and
invited them to celebrate the Passover together. The messengers followed the king's
orders and asked the people to return to God. In response the Lord would return
then, because God is gracious and merciful. Each person had different reactions.
Some people laughed and made fun of messengers. However, there were those who
humbly listened to this invitation and came to Jerusalem. Those gathered together
experienced the grace of Passover.

“HereIam!Istand atthe door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door,
Iwill comein and eat with that person, and they with me.” Revelation 3:20 is an excellent
analogy to our relationship with God. We think of God as Almighty. So, we expect God to
intervene in our lives. Sometimes, when things don't go our way, we are disappointed
and lamented by “What is God doing?” Because God seems to have forsaken our expec-
tation. But God's way is different from us. Neither does He force us to do unwillingly, nor
is he stopping the evils of the world. God only works in his own way.

God is not a taskmaster, but is tolerant. God respects and waits for our choices. So is
our relationship with God. God is knocking at the door waiting for our choice. When
we accept the invitation, He comes in and eats and lives with us. It seems that our
relationship with God depends on our choice. However, the relationship is based en-



tirely on God's grace and mercy. His boundless patience and infinite love are the roots

that sustain the relationship between God and us. No matter how wrong we astray,
no matter how long it takes to open that door, if we just return to God, His grace and
mercy will welcome us to continue our relationship with God.

© Into the Word ™

1. Why is King Hezekiah trying to celebrate the Passover? (v. 5)

2.The messengers say that when people return to God, God will return to themin re-
sponse. What character of God makes the restoration possible? (v. 9)

@ 1nto our Life

1.Please share your experiences of opening the door to your heart and receiving
God. Ifyou haven'taccepted ityet, please share your reasons for hesitation.

2.How should we live our lives as beings accepted by God through God's grace and
mercy? Are you generous toward others? Do you still have a relationship you can't
solve?

© Memory Verse - 2 Chronicles 30:9

“For if you return to the LORD, your brothers and your children will find compassion
with their captors and return to this land. For the LORD your God is gracious and mer-
cifuland will not turn away his face fromyou, if you return to him.”

@ Sharing with your children

Do you have a friend whom you hate? Why do you dislike the friend? Can you forgive
thatfriend?
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Fan, Chen-lue

Advance : # 3022578
Country : Paraguay

Serving At : Mary Jo Phillips Methodist
Daycare Center of Asuncion

Home Country : Taiwan, Republic of China (POC)

Chan-iue Fan is a Global Mission Fellow with the United Methodist
General Board of Global Ministries, engaged in a two-year term of
service. She was commissioned on July 28, 2019.

The Global Mission Fellows program takes young adults ages 20-30
out of their home environments and places them in new contexts for
mission experience and service. The program has a strong emphasis on
faith and justice. Global Mission Fellows become active parts of their
new local communities. They connect the church in mission across
cultural and geographical boundaries. They grow in personal and
social holiness and become strong young leaders working to build just
communities in a peaceful world.



Chen-iue is from Taipei, Taiwan. She is a member of Da Zhi Methodist
Church in the Republic of China. She holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in
philosophy from Fu Jen Catholic University in New Taipei City. She has
worked as a bookstore cashier, in a music studio and as an assistant to a
children’s English-lesson coordinator for the British Council in Taiwan.

“I was born into a family in which both of my parents are clergy,”
Chen-iue said. “They are the pastor and preacher in the church. Maybe,
people think that the kids like us must be the most religious ones among
the church. But, actually, I consider that we are the ones who need to
work harder to be close to God and religion. I haven’t experienced God
that deeply because I haven’t faced really big troubles in my life. I think
it’s one of God’s mercies that he has given me a really peaceful life,
compared to the friends around me.” She continues to pray about and
discern God’s call for her life.

Contact Information : cfan@umcmission.org
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2020/01 | 2020/02 | 2020/03
Day Bible Chapter Day Bible Chapter Day Bible Chapter
01 SEMAM 1 01 AP 1 01 AP A £
02 2 02 ZFo 02 1
03 3 03 2 03 2
04 4 04 8 04 3
05 ZFo 05 4 05 4-5
06 Zt2|C|ObM 1 06 5 06 6-7
07 2 07 6 07 8
08 3 08 7 08 Fo
09 4 09 el 09 9
10 5 10 8 10 10
11 6 1 9 1 11
12 ZFo 12 10 12 12
13 OffsH| A 1 13 1 13 13
14 2 14 12 14 14
15 3 15 13 15 Fo
16 4 16 e 16 15
17 5 17 14 17 16
18 6 18 15 18 17
19 ZFo 19 16 19 18
20 R 1 20 17 20 19
21 2 21 18 21 20
22 3 22 19 22 Fo
23 4 23 Fe 23 21-22
24 HIA2L 7 A 1 24 20 24 23
25 2 25 21 25 24
26 Fo 26 =7| 1 26 25
27 3 27 2 27 26
28 4 28 3 28 27:1-28:2
29 5 29 4 29 Fo
30 HAZLIIEA 1-2 30 28:3-29:11
31 3 31 30-31
2020/04 | 2020/05 | 2020/06
Day Bible Chapter Day Bible Chapter Day Bible Chapter
01 A2 A5 1 01 CiL 1 01 271 1
02 2 02 2 02 2
03 3 03 Fod 03 3-4
04 4-5 04 3 04 5-6
05 i =] 05 4 05 7-8
06 ofey 21 06 5 06 9-10
07 Ofey 22 07 6 07 Fol
08 ofey 23 08 7 08 11-13
09 Ol 26 09 8 09 14-16
10 Ofey 27 10 Fo 10 17-19
11 O|ALOk 53 11 9 1 20-21
12 s 12 10 12 22
13 AlF A5} 6 13 1" 13 23-24
14 7-8 14 12 14 ZFo
15 9-10 15 S Mot 1 15 25
16 11 16 2 16 26
17 12 17 ZFo 17 27
18 13 18 3 18 28
19 ZFo 19 4 19 29
20 14 20 5 20 30
21 15 21 6 21 ZFo
22 16 22 7 22 31
23 17 23 8 23 32
24 18 24 Fe 24 33
25 19 25 9 25 34
26 ZFo 26 10 26 35-36
27 20-21 27 1" 27 37-38
28 22 28 12 28 Fo
29 23 29 13 29 39-40
30 24 30 14 30 41-42
31 e
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2020/07 | 2020/08 | 2020/09

Day Bible Chapter Day Bible Chapter Day Bible Chapter
01 oichet 1 01 chst 6 01 A=A 1
02 2 02 o 02 2
03 3 03 7-8 03 3
04 4-5 04 9 04 4
05 F 05 10 05 5
06 6 06 11 06 o
07 7-8 07 12-13 07 6-7
08 9 08 14 08 8
09 10 09 = 09 9
10 11 10 15 10 10
11 12 11 16-17 1" 11
12 F 12 18 12 12
13 13-14 13 19 13 ]
14 15 14 20 14 13
15 16 15 21 15 14
16 17 16 2 16 15
17 18-19 17 22 17 16
18 20-21 18 23 18 17
19 Fd 19 24 19 18
20 22-23 20 25 20 e
21 24 21 26-27 21 19
22 25 22 28 22 20
23 26 23 = 23 21
24 27-28 24 29 24 22
25 29 25 30 25 23
26 Fd 26 31-32 26 24
27 At 1 27 33 27 Ea]
28 2 28 34 28 25-26
29 3 29 35 29 27
30 4 30 Esl] 30 28
31 5 31 36

2020/10 | 2020/11 | 2020/12

Day Bible Chapter Day Bible Chapter Day Bible Chapter
01 ofl2f|lojok 1 01 of2{|ojot Fo 01 et=ES 1:1-18
02 2 02 30 02 1:19-51
03 3 03 31 03 2
04 = 04 32 04 3
05 4 05 33 05 4
06 5 06 34 06 o
07 6 07 35 07 5
08 7 08 o 08 6
09 8-9 09 36 09 7
10 10 10 37 10 8
11 = 11 38 11 9
12 11 12 39 12 10
13 12 13 40-41 13 T2
14 13 14 42 14 11
15 14 15 Fd 15 12
16 15 16 43 16 13
17 16 17 44-45 17 14
18 = 18 46-47 18 15
19 17 19 48 19 16
20 18 20 49 20 Eal]
21 19-20 21 50 21 C-1
22 21 22 Fd 22 C-2
23 22 23 51 23 C-3
24 23 24 52 24 C-4
25 2 25 oflolofoK7t 1 25 C-5
26 24 26 2 26 17
27 25 27 3 27 EX]
28 26 28 4 28 18
29 27 29 = 29 19
30 28 30 5 30 20
31 29 31 21
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