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As Paul and Timothy wrote the episties to the saints of the new Engaging with Words

churches in Colossae, they thanked God for their faith and
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love, and prayed for the growth of their deeply rooted faith that | OI2R L0 ot TE S |
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» 7 (16%) 1 OH Xk
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13 He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and
transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son,
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= EI = M}” E I |- : at Gettysburg made the famous speech by quoting from Theodore
: Parker, “government of the people, by the people, and for the
] people”. The speech used three prepositions; “of, by and for” to
A : illustrate the appropriate relationship between the government and
9 I:l_l.Ey IE One Prayer : the people. On the other hand, Paul 1,800 years earlier than Lin-
2 L DOALS QR E;H : coln, through three prepositions of “by, through, and for”, taught
= To =2o= &° 3 the believers who Christ was. Paul had a special reason for writing
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w32t MRS 213t 7| unrighteous things in the world as if the world is taken over by
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A 024 Aol B3], 0]E(A) 1 unrighteousness, true reality is that Jesus Christ will ultimately rule

DI X|_-|<l:'| 0'" %O-I X:I %E FACAERIIEA S|, 2 | the world and through Him all things will live in harmony. As we
MHE3(9} 2JGE 93t 7| 1 face new year 2020, the faith that we must grab on is that this new

ﬂil%% 'Cl)‘ 6H 7 |Eg|:||'|-| E—l’ year will be ruled by Him, through Him and for Him.



R

0 252 ZAt
A= FEH Eels
£[19] 7| =L,

) Z= S
X%]/E_‘%Iy Ctﬂ"l‘lé_’ —GJ_”“ LS EAAIZ o xXtO 7_||:|E_I 7|'A|'6|'h
Journaling with Jesus oLl AIZIHEL TN = AT (=] —

ADO FH 7O
Sis de A2

9] ZtAk Thanks Note U7 ey o E
' 9 24} reading & QT o DH-?- %BEI‘I_l I:l-
; ) Bt 2 One Word (m]
) 5) CHE7| & One Prayer [m}

© Journaling

O - s i g o Gods e o ear

ATS AlZH0]

TOHEX| 0 ARI=A|

J|=sLct

Oj~H 2t S3k= 4= 28l For Walking with Jesus

O [7]E2] 5]
Facebook Ht27}7|
QRIEE AZHSIA|H
Facebook SAAZL=
oS UBUL,

Z3 O 0|, "2| Taking it deeper, further facebook /k d .
www.facebook.com/kumcdevotion

512 S0 253 9T OfeT S 012D 42, MEE,
= SRR 7S SHIAL.




S EXERES| F71MO R THE 5= U= AlZHE oAl
9| 7

:Z%ﬁiﬂE
Pleasant Hiloi= 1 £ 20| SHE(0] USLIC 21X 248 Sof
0iS 22 HOIZHIR. J211 43S 97| Mol siLige] SHS MYS 4 U
S HAIZISBILICL 9212 BE 224 SHLEE| L0 BSARLIL

O A HSM?
3 JEE 20, HE0| 22 [ 11 HEO| LIES 2Y2= Q5L 7|
HEE 7|55l EMQ. st =0|L OFZ 0 & F = FR0= BEE 00 2y
AL, Zh 720 Cist Xpate) 7|2 5 UE0 H= A ZEUN MEH HE
OtX|= 7 =0l= =2H, Ofa7t ¢t == 720l = =5 H, OHS0 2AF= 20
ETTEAS. 222 0|2 &t H 11, BASH =2 7 ESS CHA| SHH AT

U

Journaling, 0f|~'El 2} S|

2U7|(Diary)E £ M F=0{= LKYILICH SEXI2t K'2@&Journaling)2| 3
0= Ofl~2H(Jesus)ILICE LtQ| YA BH5LL 7|S§3H= 7| EX[2 ol
HEHEtE 0, 22| S8 =1, I2 4 SYoHH, 11

2| O3S 7|25k M2 o ZSLIC,

HI
o
=2
>
oL
JiT
mjo
Pl
rir
40

5 OpF2l= o1 A!!
XH212] One VerseE 7t=0|Lt SNSE Soll 7PIt2 25 Lir=E A
d3S A=otl, &S| F4fok= Ol ==50] U



= Family PleasantHill :

7H7g A

IS} AR 7Y 2 0 ofof 9 A 1
U A Qlo] T4S T 2 31—1— Zr A} gk 8 oo &S U= Ante g
% "Family Pleasant Hill'o] 7Fs g4t} o|A] £ &7} 214 & AA}3}sljok
H

AX7HE SMQ?

2 7HE0| 8V 2 4= U AZES FYILICH LU0 oHH, &2 FM| H
IHY = 7HESEILICE HRKoHA| 71E5S0] &HE = U= AlZt0| ESLCH X4 AI
10|15, =2 OtF! AAME EELLCE A7 20-302 O|LH7t E&LCL

so
H

O

29 ZkA Tipl

71E0| O 2PH =212 % 2= Q= TOrSH ZA0|HA O OJC|0{0f| = BaH
HIX| 942 2= Q= RIATFEESLICE Family Pleasant Hill H0il= &L TVE 74X|
I SiLCt.

Ol XIQ} CHE 7| =X} 51|

QI = St AR 5h= Z10] OtL 2L 2 7150 et Z27det H2lS Met =M
S LT Ot ) A0F) 2 ) S, 22 TOIM 7|7t 2 =ME W, 2HE
otz =ME M2t S. 07 2] 7|== A=A XEok= AHHO| 5L, At=l9|
=M, 22 257t SO0PHH O 7| =2 SHZ LT

3 T

00

|-II

* ATJEWME 7HY0HHH Xt=2 = ARE6H 4= QS LT
* 7182 A= O = Facebook H|O|X|0f| 42 I8t Lot Az S0| USLIC.
www.facebook.com/kumcdevotion



2020 September

A= Acts A8 Acts
J|lge|ocioz 6 7 6-72 0 8 8% O
ofLHH SERILICE

A8 Acts A8 Acts
13 10 = 15

A=8H Acts A8 Acts
20 91 i 99 e

UEE!

o
1o

s

M

AE3HH Acts A=88H Acts
2 7 2 8 25-26% O 2 9 2780



weoues oy Y oW ] seuaw

A=A Acts A=A Acts A= Acts A8 Acts
250 %0 4. 450 5 580

A=A Acts A=A Acts A=A Acts A8 Acts

O 108 0O M0 1280

A=H Acts A=HH Acts AE=H Acts A8 Acts

158 O 165 O 1780 18% 0

A=H Acts A=H Acts A8 Acts A8 Acts

21%0 2% 0 23% 0 24¥ 0
A8 Acts
28% 0

8 August 10 October

S M T W T F S S M T W T F S

1 12 3

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 1112 13 14 15 16 17

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 1819 20 21 22 23 24

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 25 26 27 28 29 30 31

30 31



olo}7] 2 gohiis

AP

A7 T 7P B Y BT AR AR
ofu} o] AE-S WOAH 250 2 kol o] F& WA duyth A7l
o] & HA7F o5l S0 Qloy JgA Ashd R gyt Z1u o4

A AT Hhgo] ofdurh AR “rbeli Bl 7hE Suh AbEae)
AHRIUEE, o] “7F7} £ 5 0] B~ b Sk A — & A A1k A
740) oF 27,5%% RIS QlgsUTE T AR 4 Ao 2 AloF 470] 7H
A RS HELS AAISIIL gl Aol WSRO o4 0 2R 2nt k9
ubE7H), 27 715500 dhal $-217} ok Qs AR #K] 9 oFo] o] 7t A}
%, 7o) we] o) uof iguic) uheAY 2 Aakael sk LAk
£ QO A S WP AL THAS B85 7128 Fofel dalE S
3 3 Al

HEHO B W7l Egu} o] A tmeFA 4117 2R 414
o 3k uh-20] Folx, 17k Aeleti 13 QAT SR AlEs
B} 441 Aolol] RS B Bl Q1) A 7h- 3 (Luke-Acts)
2 2|2 Ajgo] HRgo] HolA) 7} grex] ejalehs S S Qg AlE
szdo] 28] A7| 7B 3} up K 7] 95 804 906 Atol 24

=S

ofr




AEsre] 34 £ R0 2 — 1AHE 84, T2 94E 28471 -
2 olgUTh o] Folgo] W= RekH, B o] 2o Fe vl v
. ghLHo] oAk o} Abmtejo} b x|eo] o] Hx|L 7}
7] 23k ZojehH 945 E] o]o] x| Sl B0 e o} atul2jo} S ol W27}
ol thgt 712Ut ufg- Sl AR 8:10] Al=so] A &
E(part)ol EA FEO R o7k i ARIQue)THE 22 EhS Fhr),
“Tdof| o Ak gl w3le]] 2 v7} glo] ARE SJofl o el Afule]
ofRETo g gOVME}.” "ot Anteotel B 7 h-gle] FAU W
HLE = o] o] o} Al elo], 1| e 2 olojAis LAl Aol Hg

o] SAFS whalar Ae ARk o QEdch

o
o2l N{OL

Ao ARy -E 2] ZIA] ¢ od Folebi o] bt EREo A At
7] oloF71E Eo7h= 3 QI o] BHth= Ae WSS AUt B Y|
H-16:10-17; 20:5-15; 21:1-18; 27:12-28:16—0l| A 71xp7| Wal= st
B ﬂ”i HhHo] Uepdth 4540 2 “9-2] F(we section)o]efal FE2=
of Y] 3t AR A4l 7HQ1A 71 =0l A A2 AY % QlaL, vh-=2
2592 7|15E 72 AY e Jlom, AAPEEekAel s e 5}
UE 320 QI B A0 B & & 4= QI Th

AP -8 2 slo] Higt AEA) JAL HRE Algsh] Y 2] B
o} oA o} A wjel aB|AEIES Ash] Yt HAo R Agirial W
ofof gt HAF AR ZA|Q] 7F2]7 } Sl AL ofYA|TE A 2Q] o]u]of| A Af
A AR ERL His Aol 27 )7t syt 23[9 ke A4l
7| &8k At g 0] Put g %‘1 AFHEO] 3t S dof U] 354
£ A% ol o @S WIS BitsY ol Rl siE2 AREsA A
Zpe] F#o] A (historical)o|2tr] Bt A18H4(theological)©|iTkal s}
=9t

J




ofe] 7] Well 4 AREAL AaAL] 7] BAL Afeiato] B3] A}
of olo}r]o} o ghotuic MiARL BERFE0] 3 HA] Lhrk: of
S22 91 gt AR dol 7k A ARl s b
SIa) 242 Thal7] Y] whEelc, shbdak o) tehe 98]
Shz Abgto] £} obd & 7w Wl HolA Qe g JBE 1
2 12 okl T8 WHs elel W) ol ol . A
APERS BAS b 19 3 e 4A%L o] Aele] we
£ 4 912 AP Tel3 5ol ok, bt e AT,
Sr7bol A Ael] W gk nhe] HEAE 2w EAU

“Shbd Lk} St 371 sk glo] Qlof 2 AR ofgi 2
Qe

ARE3IA 0] elulAlo] /) Q= tho ) ok

1, 27] 7150 254 1:1-26

2. oI R0l A o] SAAANA: 2:1-8:4

3. frefi et Ahatejotof A o] Adal: 8:5-40

4, o Y2 MAFO R 7= ws ool Al 9:1-14:28
5. o1}l 2| A teqlof gt of FA o] A 16:1-35
6. 29 Ao} =7: 15:36—22:21

7. 8hE, F5 S710M ol eluk: 22:22-28:31

The New International Study Bible Standard Version
(Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2003) p.1954







Promise of
the Descent of
Holy Spirit

E=E2 Reading Plan

A=A Acts 13

®

M185&H(E179%)

0] 7] ANS

0{=7|= Opening Prayer

F0 22]04A|

KHIE HIFEANM.

Lord. Have Mercy on Us.
o509 # Y, 0 FH|

Doing & Being for Today

37|

FIH2NM(Luke-Acts), 2 F7HES1 AZHTH2 S XXHE7E)
ol 2lall 7|12 = ME0|CE F7HESS 1522 volume one) 22, At
TS 28X (volume two)22 FEE = ATt F71532 4
Hoj| 25t Ol 22| AL AHS 7|=6t JO|H, At=HHS o
Hoj| oI5t =0 W3] AI=S2| AIHS 71& 8t MO0|C Ol~AM S
TOIA|HA A1 M Z2of S 20| 22| A LHZO|LCH,

T L oo oo

AtcsiH™ 1:1-8

1Yo Y7l WA £ Bl T2 oA
spAle} 42X 471 Al AsH R

2 17} el AFE Sl 4o 0.8 WakA T 5 st
A 7] A& 725} ee)

2 27k 3 WOl ol B3 TS0 S B
FA2 5] Ao} ANS UEhiA ALY o B9t 15
oA Bol e shbd Lieke] A& WA et

4 (20} 57 Bo|a} L5 o)) HRste] o 2A]H o
SRS YL B3 A S uf oh 27 of
£3141 2L 7] ek}

s Q3 B2 A9S WEYOL Yl @ o] 2
wof Ao Al wose shsyet

5 250] BYL uje] 6|7 ofFo] o] 28 FAA
o] ekl Lpe}2 3= atAlo] of ol sy

7 0] 24 who} A]7]= SR R| 74 A7) kel 5
Aoy ysph e utohe

8 0.2] o] Y 3lol] A3kAIH L3/} Ui & v
oAkt & fohoh Atelofot @ 7] o) 2
W o] Hleje} kAU et




Reading insight

The author of Luke—Acts, that is the Gospel of Luke and the Book
of Acts, is the same person and the Gospel of Luke is the volume
one and the Book of Acts is the volume two. The Gospel of Luke
reports the ministry of Jesus Christ inspired by the Holy Spirit and
the Book of Acts addresses the ministry of the Apostles of the early
church inspired by the Holy Spirit. The core of today's scripture is
about the promise of the descent of the Holy Spirit by Jesus Christ
as He was ascending to heaven.

Acts 1:1-8

11In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Je-
sus began to do and teach,

2 until the day when he was taken up, after he had given
commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he
had chosen.

3 He presented himself alive to them after his suffering
by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and
speaking about the kingdom of God.

4 And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart
from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father,
which, he said, “you heard from me;

5 for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with
the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”

6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord,
will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?”

7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons
that the Father has fixed by his own authority.

8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come
upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in
all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”
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After the resurrection, how
many days did Jesus spend
on earth talking about the

kingdom of God? (v. 3)

QB ()2 MEIE HIEA
oLt 43l 2 €0 ZHO
( )C=Z ME erezzt” (6
H) Zs M0 S0{Z Hoje 2
2k 2L

What are the words to fill in
the blank spaces in the fol-
lowing sentence? John bap-
tized you with () but you
will be baptized with () in
a few days. (v. 5)
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Jesus said, “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit
comes on you.” (v. 8) The word ‘power’ means ‘strength or
ability’. Here the word power was translated from a Greek
word “dunamis” that was the origin of the word ‘dynamite’, the
‘industrial explosive’. In other words, the Holy Spirit contains
tremendous power like dynamite. Though the Holy Spirit has
the power, we should not assume that there would be always
wonders wherever the fruit of the Holy Spirit is witnessed. Be-
cause evil spirit could also evoke wonders.

But there is one thing that an evil spirit cannot do. That is love.
Therefore, the ability of the Holy Spirit is the ability of love.
When the Holy Spirit comes on us, it means that the power of
love has come on us. Full of Holy Spirit means full of ability.
Then, full of ability also means full of love. The strength and
ability of love is the source of driving power to be witnesses (or
martyrs) of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the ends of the earth.
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Reading insight

The Holy Spirit that Jesus promised came to the people gathered
at Mark's attic on the day of the Pentecost. After that Peter pro-
claimed the Gospel with vigor, many accepted his message and
were baptized and about three thousand were added to their num—
ber. Eleven Apostles including Peter had shown many wonders
and miraculous signs so that everyone was filled with awe and the
believers of the early church gathered together every day with joy
and the community continued to grow.

Acts 2:37-47

37 Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and
said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what
shall we do?”

38 And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of
your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

39 For the promise is for you and for your children and for all
who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to
himself.”

40 And with many other words he bore witness and con-
tinued to exhort them, saying, “Save yourselves from this
crooked generation.”

41 So those who received his word were baptized, and there
were added that day about three thousand souls.

42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching
and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.

43 And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and
signs were being done through the apostles.

44 And all who believed were together and had all things in
common.

45 And they were selling their possessions and belongings
and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need.

46 And day by day, attending the temple together and break-
ing bread in their homes, they received their food with glad
and generous hearts,

47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And
the Lord added to their number day by day those who were
being saved.
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Peter replied, () and be
( ), every one of you, in
the name of Jesus Christ for
the forgiveness of your sins.
And you will receive the gift
ofthe (). (v. 38) Please fill
in the blanks.
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Please list noteworthy tenets
of the early church.

(vs. 44 - 47)
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From Today's scripture we could learn several tenets of the
early church in Jerusalem. The first is ‘togetherness’. They
gathered together, they shared together, and they ate to—
gether. They were united together as one in love. The second
is ‘voluntariness’. They listened to the Apostles, they prayed
together, they sold their possessions and goods and gave to
neighbors in need, they broke bread together in their homes
and they met together at the temple courts and praised God
together, and they did all these things together with glad and
sincere hearts, not by coerce of the Apostles nor reluctantly.
The third is ‘purity’. There was no pretension. They were sim-
ple and pure like the mind of a child. The last is ‘fervor’. There
was the fervor in their faith journey. When they were taught,
when they prayed, when they helped others, when they
shared fellowship, when they praised God, in all these things,
they did with fervor and nothing was done with reluctance or
half-heartedly. That was why they did not meet weekly. They
met ‘every day’. As a result, the Lord added to their number
‘daily’ those who were being saved.
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Reading insight

Chapter 3 of the Book of Acts consists of two parts. The first part
from verse 1 to 10 is the story about a man crippled from birth be—
ing carried to the temple gate called Beautiful to beg and afterward
being healed to walk by Peter, and the second part from verse 11
to 26 is a story about the preaching of Peter at Solomon’s Colon-
nade. Peter proclaimed to the men of Israel to believe in Jesus
Christ who was sent at this end time, repent, and turn to God, so
that their sins may be wiped out.

Acts 3:17-26

17 “And now, brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance,
asdid also your rulers.

18 But what God foretold by the mouth of all the prophets,
that his Christ would suffer, he thus fulfilled.

19 Repent therefore, and turn again, that your sins may be
blotted out,

20 that times of refreshing may come from the presence of
the Lord, and that he may send the Christ appointed for you,
Jesus,

21 whom heaven must receive until the time for restoring all
the things about which God spoke by the mouth of his holy
prophets long ago.

22 Moses said, ‘“The Lord God will raise up for you a prophet
like me from your brothers. You shall listen to him in what-
ever he tells you.

23 And it shall be that every soul who does not listen to that
prophet shall be destroyed from the people.’

24 And all the prophets who have spoken, from Samuel and
those who came after him, also proclaimed these days.

25 You are the sons of the prophets and of the covenant that
God made with your fathers, saying to Abraham, ‘And in
your offspring shall all the families of the earth be blessed.’

26 God, having raised up his servant, sent him to you first,
to bless you by turning every one of you from your wicked-
ness.”
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What did God prophesy and
achieve through the lips of all
the prophets? (v. 18)
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Who said the following? “The
Lord your God will raise up
for you a prophet like me
from among your own peo—
ple; you must listen to every—-
thing he tells you.” (v. 22)
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We see the road sign “No U Turn” many times as we drive
around city streets and highways. Needless to say, the road
sign is for the purpose of safety and smooth traffic flow and
to prevent traffic accidents. If U turns are allowed wherever
and whenever without restrictions, driving would be chaotic
and hazardous. On the other hand, some ‘U turn’ is absolutely
necessary in our life. As we have to make an abrupt U turn
while we are driving when we suddenly realize that we are
heading to a wrong direction, we have to make a sharp turn in
life without hesitation when we realize that our life is heading
to a wrong direction.

The life of the people of Israel was heading to wrong direction
because of their ignorance and disbelief of the word of God.
To the intransigent and stubborn people of Israel, Peter im—
plored to take a ‘U turn’. Peter proclaimed to repent and turn
to God. Repent means turning 180 degrees that is ‘U turn’. To
stop treading toward the destructive path to death and to turn
to salvation of life at once, there is no time to postpone re-
pentance until tomorrow. We need ‘U turn’ (repentance) right
away. Because there is absolutely no chance to repent at six
feet under ground in grave.
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Reading insight

As Peter and John healed a man crippled from birth and preached
the Gospel to the people of Israel, the Jewish leaders (priests,
Sadducees, and elders) arrested Peter and John and put them
in jail. The next day, they interrogated two Apostles and later re—
leased them after warning them, “Do not speak or teach at all in
the name of Jesus.” Peter and John went back to their own people
and reported all that happened to them and prayed together.

Acts 4:23-31

23 When they were released, they went to their friends and
reported what the chief priests and the elders had said to
them.

24 And when they heard it, they lifted their voices together to
God and said, “Sovereign Lord, who made the heaven and
the earth and the sea and everything in them,

25 who through the mouth of our father David, your servant,
said by the Holy Spirit, “”Why did the Gentiles rage, and the
peoples plot in vain?

26 The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers were
gathered together, against the Lord and against his Anoint-
ed’--

27 for truly in this city there were gathered together against
your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed, both Herod
and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples
of Israel,

2810 do whatever your hand and your plan had predestined
to take place.

29 And now, Lord, look upon their threats and grant to your
servants to continue to speak your word with all boldness,

30 while you stretch out your hand to heal, and signs and
wonders are performed through the name of your holy ser-
vant Jesus.”

31 And when they had prayed, the place in which they were
gathered together was shaken, and they were all filled with
the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the word of God with
boldness.
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As the Apostles and believers
began to pray together, what
was their confession of God?
(v. 24)
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What happened when the
Apostles and the believers
finished their prayer? (v. 31)
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Peter and John proclaimed the Gospel with ‘boldness’ with-
out succumbing to persecution and threats. (vs. 13, 31) Then
where is their ‘boldness’ coming from? Of course, it must have
come from the fullness of Holy Spirit. (vs. 8, 31) Before Peter
received the Holy Spirit he was apparently a coward. Thrice
denial of Jesus was a good proof of his cowardness. That
Peter changed completely. Without doubt the Holy Spirit made
him that bold.

If we look at the contents of prayers of the Apostles and the
believers, we can also affirm where the boldness came from.
In short, their boldness stems from their faith in God. God con—
fessed by them was called, ‘Sovereign Lord’, ‘Creator”, and
‘The Lord of History’. What does this confession indicate? No
matter how the Jewish leaders were persecuting and threat-
ening the proclamation of the Gospel, the believers had no
fear because they believed the power of God who created and
ruled the universe and controlled history.
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Reading insight

Chapter 5 of the Book of Acts consists of three parts. The first part is
about the case of Ananias and Sapphira. (Acts 5:1~11) The second part
is about the miracles shown by the Apostles. (Acts 5:12-16) The third
part is about the persecutions endured by the Apostles. (Acts 5:17-42)
Especially the event of Ananias and Sapphira was tragic, quite contrary
to idealistic image of the early churches. The sins of Ananias and Sap—
phira, the protagonists of this case, were sins of cheating God and the
Holy Spirit and were caused by their covetous greed for materials.

Acts 5:1-11

1 But a man named Ananias, with his wife Sapphira, sold a
piece of property,

2 and with his wife’s knowledge he kept back for himself
some of the proceeds and brought only a part of it and laid it
atthe apostles’ feet.

3 But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to
lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back for yourself part of the
proceeds of the land?

4While it remained unsold, did it not remain your own? And
after it was sold, was it not at your disposal? Why is it that
you have contrived this deed in your heart? You have not
lied to men but to God.”

5 When Ananias heard these words, he fell down and
breathed his last. And great fear came upon all who heard of
it.

6 The young men rose and wrapped him up and carried him
outand buried him.

7 After an interval of about three hours his wife came in, not
knowing what had happened.

8 And Peter said to her, “Tell me whether you sold the land
for so much.” And she said, “Yes, for so much.”

9 But Peter said to her, “How is it that you have agreed to-
gether to test the Spirit of the Lord? Behold, the feet of those
who have buried your husband are at the door, and they will
carry youout.”

10 Immediately she fell down at his feet and breathed her
last. When the young men came in they found her dead, and
they carried her out and buried her beside her husband.

11 And great fear came upon the whole church and upon all
who heard of these things.
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What did Peter tell Ananias
when he rebuked him?

(vs. 3-4)
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What did Peter tell Sapphira
when he rebuked her? (v. 9)
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Ananias and Sapphira probably decided to offer the proceedings
of the disposition of their possessions (property) to God like so
many other believers and most likely disposed their property with
joy. Then when they had the money at their hands from the dis—
position of their property, they changed their minds and had hid-
den some of the money and offered the remainder to the Apos—
tles, but Peter knew what had happened and rebuked both of
them and they lost their lives. Here is a story. There was a revival
worship gathering at a certain church. The preacher proclaimed
at every meeting the holy blessings from God, the blessings from
the earth, the blessings of long life, the blessings of good health,
the material blessings, the blessings of the children, and so on,
so many and so much blessings like flowing water falls.

At every pause of the preacher’s proclamation, the entire audi—
ence in the pew responded with loud “Amen! Amen!”. But when
the preacher said, “Beloved brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ,
glory to God, and you should offer honest tithe without withhold—
ing any part of what belongs to God.” The response of Amen by
the audience was much softer. Then there was a Deaconess at
a corner of the church who shouted “Amenl!” without meaning it,
and she was a relatively affluent Deaconess. She raised her hand
and shouted, “Pastor, please cancel the Amen that | just shouted.
My lips were fearless, and | uttered Amen by mistake.” And she
slapped her lip. Ananias and Sapphira may have begun Amen
with joy then they had cancelled their Amen later, hadn't they?
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Reading insight

Today's scripture is a story about seven leaders that were elected
by the early church in Jerusalem and Stephen among the seven
and about his preaching and his martyrdom. The early church
faced persecution and oppression from outside and difficulties of
various kinds from inside. But the believers managed to resolve
all those problems wisely, and they adopted a resolution to elect
leaders for more efficacious evangelism of Gospel and church ad-
ministration and carried out the resolution.

Acts 6:3-15

3 Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you seven men
of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we
will appoint to this duty.

4 But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry
of the word.”

5 And what they said pleased the whole gathering, and they
chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and
Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parme-
nas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch.

6 These they set before the apostles, and they prayed and laid
their hands on them.

7 And the word of God continued to increase, and the num-
ber of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a
great many of the priests became obedient to the faith.

8 And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great
wonders and signs among the people.

2 Then some of those who belonged to the synagogue of the
Freedmen (as it was called), and of the Cyrenians, and of the
Alexandrians, and of those from Cilicia and Asia, rose up
and disputed with Stephen.

10 But they could not withstand the wisdom and the Spirit
with which he was speaking.

11 Then they secretly instigated men who said, “We have
heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses and
God.”

12 And they stirred up the people and the elders and the
scribes, and they came upon him and seized him and brought
him before the council,

13 and they set up false witnesses who said, “This man never
ceases to speak words against this holy place and the law,

14 for we have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will
destroy this place and will change the customs that Moses
delivered tous.”

15 And gazing at him, all who sat in the council saw that his
face was like the face of an angel.
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What are the names of the
seven leaders who were
elected by the early church in
Jerusalem? (v. 5)
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What did Stephen pray for
when he was dying by ston-
ing? (Acts 7:59-60)
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Acts 6:15 said, “The face of Stephen was like the face of an
angel.” Apparently, the face of an angel was illuminating bright
light. Hence the face of Stephen must have been illuminat-
ing bright light, and it must have been coming from inside of
him. Like Cain in Genesis 4:6, if our minds are full of hatred
and jealousy, our facial expression will show them, and if
our minds are full of worries, that will also show on our facial
expression like Joseph's brothers in Genesis 40:6. No matter
how well we try to hide evil in our minds, it would be exposed
to outside without knowing (Proverb 26:26, “His malice may be
concealed by deception, but his wickedness will be exposed in
the assembly.”).

If Stephen’s face was like that of an angel, it must have been
naturally permeated from inside. Stephen was a man full of the
Holy Spirit. His face resembling an angel must have been the
result of the Holy Spirit. We must often take a look at our own
face. We must check if our own face has any resemblance of
the face of an angel, in other words, if our soul, full of the Holy
Spirit, emanates the bright light of inner peace and joy.
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Reading insight

The text is a report of what happened when Philip, one of the
seven leaders of the early Jerusalem church, went to Samaria
and proclaimed Gospel. As a fruit of evangelism, many sick
people in Samaria were healed, and many men and women
of all ages believed in Jesus and were baptized. As Philip was
leaving Samaria, he met a eunuch from Ethiopia and pro—
claimed Gospel to him and baptized him.

Acts 8:4-17

4 Now those who were scattered went about preaching the
word.

5 Philip went down to the city of Samaria and proclaimed to
them the Christ.

6 And the crowds with one accord paid attention to what was
being said by Philip when they heard him and saw the signs
thathe did.

7 For unclean spirits, crying out with a loud voice, came out
of many who had them, and many who were paralyzed or
lame were healed.

8 So there was much joy in that city.

2 But there was a man named Simon, who had previous-
ly practiced magic in the city and amazed the people of Sa-
maria, saying that he himself was somebody great.

10 They all paid attention to him, from the least to the great-
est, saying, “This man is the power of God that is called
Great.”

11 And they paid attention to him because for a long time he
had amazed them with his magic.

12 But when they believed Philip as he preached good news
about the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they
were baptized, both men and women.

13 Even Simon himself believed, and after being baptized he
continued with Philip. And seeing signs and great miracles
performed, he was amazed.

14 Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria
had received the word of God, they sent to them Peter and
John,

15 who came down and prayed for them that they might re-
ceive the Holy Spirit,

16 for he had not yet fallen on any of them, but they had only
been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.

17 Then they laid their hands on them and they received the
Holy Spirit.
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Who was the man who
boasted how great he was
and practiced sorcery for a
long time in the city of Sa-
maria? (v. 9)
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received the word of God,
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sent to them? (v. 14)
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It was quite surprising when the people of Samaria had be-
lieved in Jesus Christ and were baptized. Philip visited Sa—
maria and produced fruits of his evangelism, then why were
Peter and John sent to Samaria to pray for the Holy Spirit
to come to the people of Samaria? This is what | propound,
they did it because of their desire for connectedness with the
church in Jerusalem. The Gospel was proclaimed in Samaria
via the ministry of Philip and as a result, a church was founded
in Samaria.

Then the Samarian church should not be a separate church
from the church in Jerusalem. For the continuing future evan—
gelism of the world mission field, there was a deliberate need
for connectedness between two churches in Jerusalem and
Samaria. The two parties had had opposing theologies and
doctrines in terms of the Law but in terms of the Gospel of
Jesus Christ they were united and they needed to let the world
know. The visit of Samaria by Peter and John, whereas the
Jews and Samarians didn’t even talk to each other, was a
declaration of unity in Gospel to the world.
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Reading insight

While Saul had been persecuting many Christians and churches
for some time, he headed for Damascus carrying the document
authorizing him by the Chief Priest to arrest Christians who were
scattered into many cities to avoid persecution but they were still
spreading the Gospel. On the way Saul met the resurrected Jesus
and experienced conversion. As a result, the one who was at the
forefront to destroy the church was converted into one who was
dedicated to build the church as a witness of the Gospel.

Acts 9:3-17

3 Now as he went on his way, he approached Damascus, and
suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him.

4 And falling to the ground he heard a voice saying to him,
“Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?”

5 And he said, “Who are you, Lord?” And he said, “I am Jesus,
whom you are persecuting.

6 But rise and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to
do.”

7 The men who were traveling with him stood speechless, hear-
ing the voice but seeing no one.

8 Saul rose from the ground, and although his eyes were
opened, he saw nothing. So they led him by the hand and
brought him into Damascus.

2 And for three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor
drank.

10 Now there was a disciple at Damascus named Ananias. The
Lord said to him in a vision, “Ananias.” And he said, “Here I
am, Lord.”

11 And the Lord said to him, “Rise and go to the street called
Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus
named Saul, for behold, he is praying,

12and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and
lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight.”

13 But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about
this man, how much evil he has done to your saints at Jerusa-
lem.

14 And here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all
who call on your name.”

15 But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen instrument
of mine to carry my name before the Gentiles and kings and the
children of Israel.

16 For I will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of
my name.”

17 So Ananias departed and entered the house. And laying his
hands on him he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus who ap-
peared to you on the road by which you came has sent me so that
youmay regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.”
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What was the voice of the
Lord to Saul when suddenly a
light from heaven flashed
around him and he fell to the
ground on his way to Da-
mascus? (v. 4)

FEHHA 2kt Z0i| OfLtL{0t0]
Al LIEFL AR201| 2ol okl L
2 faluUmr (15-16%)
What did the Lord tell Ana-
nias about Saul in his vision?
(vs. 15 - 16)
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In the story of the conversion of Saul, we should not miss an im-
portant point, that is, there were two important persons named
Ananias and Judas who had shown hospitality to Saul who was
then known notorious as a persecutor. John Carmegan of India
was a leper patient in the last stage of the incurable decease.
Several people offered him a place to live and some offered him
a job, but he was a perennial troublemaker. So many people
considered him beyond redemption but one old woman really
took care of him and eventually he became a Christian. But the
conversion did not have an immediate impact on his personality.
Then one day John went to church for worship service. When
the congregation was standing and singing a hymn, one of the
congregants turned around 180 degrees to look at John and his
group. And this Indian man put the Hymn book on the chair and
pointing the space next to him with smile he motioned to John to
proceed next to him. After a short hesitation John dragged his
feet and moved next to the man. This incident became a turning
point for John's life. Until then John received medical treat-
ments, received loving care from others, received rehabilitation
trainings, and all these were somewhat helpful but what really
turned him round was the warm hospitality of a Christian brother
who asked a lowly and unimportant man like John to sit next to
him.
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Reading insight

Peter visited Cornelius who was a centurion of the Italian Regi—
ment commissioned by the Roman Empire and proclaimed Gos—
pel to him and the gentiles gathered in his household. God was
directly involved in this event. That is, the Lord appeared in the
visions of Peter and Cornelius simultaneously and the gentiles
gathered at Cornelius” house accepted the Gospel through Peter
and they all received the Holy Spirit and were baptized.

Acts 10:1-8

1 At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion
of what was known as the Italian Cohort,

2 a devout man who feared God with all his household, gave
alms generously to the people, and prayed continually to
God.

3 About the ninth hour of the dayhe saw clearly in a vision an
angel of God come in and say to him, “Cornelius.”

4 And he stared at him in terror and said, “What is it, Lord?”
And he said to him, “Your prayers and your alms have as-
cended as a memorial before God.

5 And now send men to Joppa and bring one Simon who is
called Peter.

6 He is lodging with one Simon, a tanner, whose house is by
the sea.”

7 When the angel who spoke to him had departed, he called
two of his servants and a devout soldier from among those
who attended him,

8and having related everything to them, he sent them to Jop-
pa.

A0 Ot 42 AUSLIIN?
(27)

What kind of daily life style
did Cornelius have as he was
known as a God-fearer?
(v.2)

Sty S0 DEAZ0fA| LIEHE A
A= J0A FAE KRS
7R (6F)

What did the angel who ap-
peared to Cornelius in his vi—
sion tell him to do? (v. 5)
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The author of the Book of Acts introduced Cornelius as follows;
“He and his family were devout and God-fearing; he gave
generously to those in need and prayed to God regularly.” (Acts
10: 2) Cornelius’ faith was a combination of prayer and deeds
in beautiful harmony. He did not just give to the needy. He ‘al-
ways' prayed. But he did not just pray. He gave ‘a lot’ to those
in need. A Missionary in India, Stanley Jones, met Mahatma
Gandhi in 1919 and asked him this question. “If we want to
make the Christianity to establish naturally a firm root in India,
please tell us what you think we should do.”

Gandhi replied, “I would like to propose 4 things. The first, all
Christians including Missionaries should live like Jesus. The
second, live into the teachings of your religion. Do not degrade
the elegant tenets of the teachings. The third, emphasize love
and use it as the driving force. The fourth, study other religions
more actively, and seek out goodness from them and ap-
proach the people in those religions with friendly attitude.” The
comments of Gandhi emphasized harmony between faith and
actual living. There is a good reason to learn from Cornelius’
faith. He always prayed and was very generous. He lived up
to what he prayed.
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Reading insight

Acts 11 consists of two parts. One was the report of Peter at
the church in Jerusalem (11:1-18). Peter reported thoroughly
about everything that happened at the gentile Cornelius’ house.
And another was the story about the church in Antioch. (11:19-
30) When the church in Jerusalem heard the report that many
people in Antioch came to believe in Jesus, they sent Barna—
bas to Antioch to find out details of what was going on.

Acts 11:19-30

19 Now those who were scattered because of the persecution
that arose over Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia and Cy-
prus and Antioch, speaking the word to no one except Jews.

20 But there were some of them, men of Cyprus and Cyrene,
who on coming to Antioch spoke to the Hellenists also,
preaching the Lord Jesus.

21 And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a great num-
ber who believed turned to the Lord.

22 The report of this came to the ears of the church in Jerusa-
lem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch.

23 When he came and saw the grace of God, he was glad,
and he exhorted them all to remain faithful to the Lord with
steadfast purpose,

24 for he was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith.
And a great many people were added to the Lord.

25 S0 Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul,

26 and when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch.
Fora whole year they met with the church and taught a great
many people. And in Antioch the disciples were first called
Christians.

27 Now in these days prophets came down from Jerusalem
to Antioch.

28 And one of them named Agabus stood up and foretold
by the Spirit that there would be a great famine over all the
world (this took place in the days of Claudius).

29 So the disciples determined, everyone according to his
ability, to send relief'to the brothers living in Judea.

30 And they did so, sending it to the elders by the hand of
Barnabas and Saul.
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What region did the people
who proclaimed the Gospel
even to the Greeks in Antioch
come from? (v. 20)

A= MA= HILHEE OfH
St ARIO=E AJNotal ASLTN?
(24%)

How did the author of the
Book of Acts introduce Barn—
abas? (v. 24)
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The original name of Barnabas was Joseph. He was born in
Cyprus, a descendant of Jewish diaspora and a second-gen—
eration immigrant belonging to the Levite tribe. After he ac-
cepted Jesus, he sold the farm land that he owned and offered
the money to the church and became a member of the church
in Jerusalem (Acts 4:36-37). The members of his church
watched his dedication and gave him a new name ‘Barnabas’
which means ‘son of comfort’. Being sent by the church in Je—
rusalem, Barnabas arrived at the church in Antioch. The verse
23 says, “When he arrived and saw what the grace of God had
done.” Barnabas had keen eyes to detect the grace of God. It
might be possible because Barnabas was full of the Holy Spirit
and faith.

At the time, Antioch church was a newly planted church.
Therefore, the church might have been lacking many things,
and even the outside appearance must have been fragile. But
Barnabas saw the evidence of the grace of God there and was
very glad and encouraged them all to remain true to the Lord
with all their hearts. What we need is to have the keen eyes to
capture the evidence of the grace of God like Barnabas who
was full of the Holy Spirit.
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Reading insight

As the persecution against Christian church and its leaders
intensifies, Apostle James is beheaded by Herod Agrippa 1,
the grandson of Herod the Great. They also tried to put Peter
to death. They eventually captured and imprisoned Peter. The
Church prayed earnestly for Peter's deliverance and God sent
an angel and miraculously saved Peter.

Acts 12:1-12

1 About that time Herod the king laid violent hands on some
who belonged to the church.

2 Hekilled James the brother of John with the sword,

3 and when he saw that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded to
arrest Peter also. This was during the days of Unleavened
Bread.

4 And when he had seized him, he put him in prison, deliver-
ing him over to four squads of soldiers to guard him, intend-
ing after the Passover to bring him out to the people.

5 So Peter was kept in prison, but earnest prayer for him was
made to God by the church.

6 Now when Herod was about to bring him out, on that very
night, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with
two chains, and sentries before the door were guarding the
prison.

7 And behold, an angel of the Lord stood next to him, and a
light shone in the cell. He struck Peter on the side and woke
him, saying, “Get up quickly.” And the chains fell off his
hands.

8 And the angel said to him, “Dress yourself and put on your
sandals.” And he did so. And he said to him, “Wrap your
cloak around you and follow me.”

2 And he went out and followed him. He did not know that
what was being done by the angel was real, but thought he
was seeing a vision.

10 When they had passed the first and the second guard, they
came to the iron gate leading into the city. It opened for them
of its own accord, and they went out and went along one
street, and immediately the angel left him.

11 When Peter came to himself, he said, “Now I am sure that
the Lord has sent his angel and rescued me from the hand of
Herod and from all that the Jewish people were expecting.”

12 When he realized this, he went to the house of Mary, the
mother of John whose other name was Mark, where many
were gathered together and were praying.
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Peter arrested during a holi—
day. What holiday was it?
(v.3)
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After Peter was rescued from
the prison, whose house did
he go to? (v. 12)
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James and Peter were two of the original disciples of Jesus.
James was beheaded by Herod Agrippa | and Peter was
arrested, facing a similar end. The execution of the “pillar™
figures in the Early Church was more than enough to create a
sense of crisis in the Christian church (*Peter, James and John
are referred to as “pillars” in Galatians 2:9). After hearing the
news of Peter’s arrest, the church earnestly prayed to God for
Peter. God heard the prayers of the people and sent an angel
to rescue Peter.

When this miraculous rescue first took place, Peter did not
know what was really happening. He simply followed the di-
rections given by the angel and thought that he was seeing
a vision, But later, he finally realized that God sent an angel
to rescue him from hands of Herod. After his rescue, he went
straight to the house of Mary, the mother of Mark, where many
people had gathered and were praying. In fact, they started
praying from the night before since Peter was arrested. The
true power of the church is not in the size of its membership,
in its fancy building or in the condition of its finances but in
prayer. A truly powerful church is a praying church,
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Reading insight

The church at Antioch decided to take an important action for
spreading the Gospel to the world. While they were praying
and fasting, they were led by the Holy Spirit to send Barnabas
and Saul (Paul) as missionaries. Barnabas and Saul went first
to Cyprus, Salamis and Paphos to proclaim the Gospel. Then
they headed to Perga in Pamphylia and on to Pisidion Antioch.

Acts 13:1-12

1 Now there were in the church at Antioch prophets and
teachers, Barnabas, Simeon who was called Niger, Lu-
cius of Cyrene, Manaen a member of the court of Herod the
tetrarch, and Saul.

2While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy
Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work
to which I have called them.”

3 Then after fasting and praying they laid their hands on
them and sent them off.

4 So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went down to
Seleucia, and from there they sailed to Cyprus.

5 When they arrived at Salamis, they proclaimed the word of
God in the synagogues of the Jews. And they had John to as-
sistthem.

6 When they had gone through the whole island as far as Pa-
phos, they came upon a certain magician, a Jewish false
prophet named Bar-Jesus.

7 He was with the proconsul, Sergius Paulus, a man of intel-
ligence, who summoned Barnabas and Saul and sought to
hear the word of God.

8 But Elymas the magician (for that is the meaning of his
name) opposed them, seeking to turn the proconsul away
from the faith.

2 But Saul, who was also called Paul, filled with the Holy
Spirit, looked intently at him

10 and said, “You son of the devil, you enemy of all righ-
teousness, full of all deceit and villainy, will you not stop
making crooked the straight paths of the Lord?

11 And now, behold, the hand of the Lord is upon you, and
you will be blind and unable to see the sun for a time.” Im-
mediately mist and darkness fell upon him, and he went
about seeking people to lead him by the hand.

12 Then the proconsul believed, when he saw what had oc-
curred, for he was astonished at the teaching of the Lord.
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Who is the Jewish false
prophet that Barnabas and

Saul met in Paphos? (v. 6)
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Who is the proconsul in Pa—
phos who sent for Barnabas
and Saul so that he can hear
the word of God? (v. 7)
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Proconsul Sergius Paulus who sent for Barnabas and Saul
so that he can hear the Word of God was an intelligent man.
At the end, he was inspired by the teachings about the Lord
and became a believer. The proconsul listened attentively and
learned from the Word of God and, through the study of the
Word, came to know God and believe in Jesus Christ.

There are many things that one can study in the world. In our
age of information, there are so many things to study and to
learn. But the most important thing to study is not any of the
“informational knowledge.” It is the study of the Word of God.
Studying and learning about Jesus is the most important thing.
One’s faith in Jesus comes from learning about Jesus. If God
is the Word and Jesus is the Word made flesh, what can be
more important than God's Word? A truly intelligent person, a
person of true wisdom is no other than one who listens, reads,
meditates, memorizes, learns, and studies the Word. Every
person who studies the Word faithfully and diligently will expe—
rience growth in the wisdom of God.
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Reading insight

This text describes the completion of the first mission trip. Paul
and Barnabas went to Iconium, Lystra and Derbe and then re—
turned to Lystra and Iconium before heading out to Pisidia Antioch.
After that, they went to Pisidia, Pamphylia, Perga, and Attalia
before returning to Antioch in Syria. They experienced persecution
and threat wherever they went but, with God’s help, they were
able to reap a good harvest in their work of evangelism.

Acts 14:19-28

19 But Jews came from Antioch and Iconium, and having
persuaded the crowds, they stoned Paul and dragged him out
of the city, supposing that he was dead.

20 But when the disciples gathered about him, he rose up and
entered the city, and on the next day he went on with Barna-
bas to Derbe.

21 When they had preached the gospel to that city and had
made many disciples, they returned to Lystra and to [conium
and to Antioch,

22 strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging
them to continue in the faith, and saying that through many
tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God.

23 And when they had appointed elders for them in every
church, with prayer and fasting they committed them to the
Lord in whom they had believed.

24Then they passed through Pisidia and came to Pamphylia.

25 And when they had spoken the word in Perga, they went
down to Attalia,

26 and from there they sailed to Antioch, where they had
been commended to the grace of God for the work that they
had fulfilled.

27 And when they arrived and gathered the church together,
they declared all that God had done with them, and how he
had opened a door of faith to the Gentiles.

28 And they remained no little time with the disciples.
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What is the place where Paul
and Barnabas won a large
number of disciples after
preaching the gospel? (v. 21)
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What report did Paul and
Barnabas bring to the church
at Antioch that sent them out
as missionaries? (v. 27)
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Paul and Barnabas experienced unimaginable trials in their
first mission trip. In v. 19, we read, “Then some Jews came
from Antioch and Iconium and won the crowd over. They
stoned Paul and dragged him outside the city, thinking he was
dead.” But even in this kind of harsh persecution, they did not
give up the work of evangelism. After their trip, they returned
to Antioch, gathered the church together and reported all that
God had done through them and how God had opened a door
of faith to the Gentiles (v. 27). God opened the door that had
long been shut in people. And they finally came to have faith.

Because a door of faith was opened, their ears and eyes were
} also opened. And this made it possible for them to understand
God's Word and see the spiritual world. Unfortunately, there
are still many people all around us whose door of faith remains
shut. For some, this door of faith may be open only halfway.
For others, their doors of faith were wide open at one time
but since have closed shut. In truth, this door of faith is also

W32t ALIRIE I3t 7|

Ml D3toIostzt2| T 8], 0| A3HCA) : the door of grace and salvation. Let's pray and hope that God
N@siziz|na], Q73HCA) ‘ will use the lips of evangelists to open their doors of faith that
29 MIAZ Y5t 7|= ; the ears and eyes of their hearts may be open to experience

God's salvation in their lives. Open Sesame!
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Reading insight

In Acts Chapter 15, we find the story of the Jerusalem Council of
Apostles that provides a watershed moment in the history of the
early Christianity. It tells the story of how the Council struggled
and debated regarding the reception of Gentile Christians into the
church. Those who belong to the party of the Pharisees argued
that the Gentiles must be circumcised and required to keep the law
of Moses. On the other hand, Peter, James, Paul and Barnabas
argued that such requirement is not necessary.

Acts 15:12-21

12 And all the assembly fell silent, and they listened to Barn-
abas and Paul as they related what signs and wonders God
had done through them among the Gentiles.

13 After they finished speaking, James replied, “Brothers,
listen to me.

14 Simeon has related how God first visited the Gentiles, to
take from them a people for his name.

15 And with this the words of the prophets agree, just as it is
written,

16 After this I will return, and I will rebuild the tent of Da-
vid that has fallen; I will rebuild its ruins, and I will restore it,

17 that the remnant of mankind may seek the Lord, and all
the Gentiles who are called by my name, says the Lord, who
makes these things

18known from of old.’

19 Therefore my judgment is that we should not trouble
those of the Gentiles who turn to God,

20 but should write to them to abstain from the things pollut-
ed by idols, and from sexual immorality, and from what has
been strangled, and from blood.

21 For from ancient generations Moses has had in every city
those who proclaim him, for he is read every Sabbath in the

synagogues.”
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What does James remind
the Council regarding Si-
mon’s (‘Peter” in Hebrew is
“Simon”) address? (v. 15)
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What alternative solution did
James propose? (v. 20)
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The Reception of the Gentiles was a big challenge for the early
church. At the time, the majority of the early church was Jewish
Christians and some of them were extreme conservatives. Their
argument was simple. Even if the Gentiles come to believe in
Jesus, they still have to follow the law of Moses, especially the
Law of Circumcision. If they had accepted this argument, Chris—
tianity may have become one of the branches of Judaism to this
day. Fortunately, Peter and James, who are significant figures in
the Jewish Christianity, argued at the Jerusalem Council of the
Apostles that the Gentile Christians should not be burdened with
the Law.

Peter said, “We believe it is through the grace of our Lord Jesus
that we are saved, just as they are (v. 11).” James also said, “It
is my judgment, therefore, that we should not make it difficult for
! the Gentiles who are turning to God (v.19).” And he proposed
an alternative solution (compromise) to the issue. “Instead we
should write to them, telling them to abstain from food polluted
by idols, from sexual immorality, from the meat of strangled ani-
mals and from blood. “'For the law of Moses has been preached
in every city from the earliest times and is read in the syna—

W32t ALIRIE I3t 7|

Ot2CHe 13, QUEHH) . gogues on every Sabbath (v. 20-21).”
ollOOREIGE RIS, HARH) | If we have leaders in our church (denomination) today who are
WHES(9 2|HE 95t y|E ! filled with God’s Spirit and wisdom, we will also be able to avoid

division.
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Reading insight

Acts 15:36 to Acts 18:23 records the apostle Paul's second mis—
sion trip. After parting with Barnabas, Paul took Silas and Tim—
othy, and went to Antioch. Today's reading describes the work
of this team in Philippi.

Acts 16:20-33

20 And when they had brought them to the magistrates, they
said, “These men are Jews, and they are disturbing our city.

21 They advocate customs that are not lawful for us as Ro-
mans to accept or practice.”

22 The crowd joined in attacking them, and the magistrates
tore the garments off them and gave orders to beat them with
rods.

23 And when they had inflicted many blows upon them, they
threw them into prison, ordering the jailer to keep them safe-
ly.

24 Having received this order, he put them into the inner pris-
on and fastened their feet in the stocks.

25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing
hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them,

26 and suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the
foundations of the prison were shaken. And immediately all
the doors were opened, and everyone’s bonds were unfas-
tened.

27 When the jailer woke and saw that the prison doors were
open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, sup-
posing that the prisoners had escaped.

28 But Paul cried with a loud voice, “Do not harm yourself,
forwe are all here.”

29 And the jailer called for lights and rushed in, and trem-
bling with fear he fell down before Paul and Silas.

30 Then he brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must I do
tobe saved?”

31 And they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be
saved, you and your household.”

32 And they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who
were in his house.

33 And he took them the same hour of the night and washed
their wounds; and he was baptized at once, he and all his
family.
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The owners of the slave who
had a spirit and predicted the
future, seized Paul and Silas.
They brought them before
the magistrates. What
charges did they bring
against them? (vs. 20-21)
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What did Paul and Silas say
to the jailer who said, “Sirs,
what must | do to be saved?”
(v.31)
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Hymn that shook the Prison
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As Paul and Silas were preaching the gospel, they were at-
tacked by the crowd and were stripped and beaten. Then
were put in to jail while their feet were fasted in the stocks.
The chance of being released was zero. Even in this situation,
about midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns
to God. Suddenly, there was a violent earthquake and the
prison doors flew open. This reminds us of Martin Luther King's
conviction that the infinite hope comes just as joy comes in the
morning.

The Korean Liberation movement from the Japanese also
sang a song of hope in the most horrific times. Even if they
had to undergo tortures and misery, they sang a song of hope
expecting that the morning will come without fail. They sang
the African American spirituals. Those were the spiritual songs
that that shook the prison of bondage. It was not an outcry of
despair but it was the song of hope to declare that “We will
live" and the arrival of the morning of joy.
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Lord, Speak.
Your Servant is Listening
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Reading insight

In this chapter, Paul travels to Thessalonica, Berea and Athens
to preach the gospel. Interestingly, each city responds to the
Word of God differently. In a broad stroke, the Thessalonians
rejected the gospel, the Bereans received it well and the peo—
ple of Athens mocked the gospel.

Acts 17:5-15

5 But the Jews were jealous, and taking some wicked men of
the rabble, they formed a mob, set the city in an uproar, and
attacked the house of Jason, seeking to bring them out to the
crowd.

6 And when they could not find them, they dragged Jason
and some of the brothers before the city authorities, shout-
ing, “These men who have turned the world upside down
have come here also,

7 and Jason has received them, and they are all acting against
the decrees of Caesar, saying that there is another king, Je-

2

Sus.

8 And the people and the city authorities were disturbed
when they heard these things.

2 And when they had taken money as security from Jason
and the rest, they let them go.

10 The brothers immediately sent Paul and Silas away by
night to Berea, and when they arrived they went into the
Jewish synagogue.

11 Now these Jews were more noble than those in Thessalo-
nica; they received the word with all eagerness, examining
the Scriptures daily to see if these things were so.

12 Many of them therefore believed, with not a few Greek
women of high standing as well as men.

13 But when the Jews from Thessalonica learned that the
word of God was proclaimed by Paul at Berea also, they
came there too, agitating and stirring up the crowds.

14 Then the brothers immediately sent Paul off on his way to
the sea, but Silas and Timothy remained there.

15 Those who conducted Paul brought him as far as Ath-
ens, and after receiving a command for Silas and Timothy to
come to him as soon as possible, they departed.
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Verses 11 compares the way
of the Bereans receiving the
message. And it says they
were of more noble character
than this country of people?
What country is it?

HIES Qlcot= ARIS2 HIE
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When Paul had to leave, a
group of men escorted him
to the next destination.
Where was it? (V. 15)
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How to read the Scriptures
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The Bereans had noble character and they received the gos—
pel with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every
day to see if what Paul said was true. This sets a good exam-
ple of how to study the Word of God. Here are a few sugges—
tions of how to study the Bible.

First, read carefully with your eyes. Read Scripture one verse
at a time by fully paying attention to each verse. It helps more
by reading aloud.

Second, read with your heart and mind. This also means your
heart is listening to the Word. When a verse or a passage
touches your heart, it needs to be imprinted in your heart. And
it may move your heart beyond your control which may bring
tears and weeping. Reading Scripture with your heart brings
the transformation of your heart.

Third, read with your body. It means to take the Word into
action. We may read it with our eyes and heart but if it is not
carried into your actions, that doesn’t do any good. It shouldn't
be just reading and listening but it must be practiced and ac-
tualized in your life.
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Reading insight

Corinth was the capital of Achaia and it had two nearby ports
which made Corinth as an important trading point that brought
great wealth to the city. They had the temple of Aphrodite
which owned more than thousand women prostitutes. The
Greeks would say the word “Corinthians” referring to sexual
perversion and an extravagantly wasteful life.

Acts 18:1-11

1 After this Paul left Athens and went to Corinth.

2 And he found a Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus, re-
cently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because Clau-
dius had commanded all the Jews to leave Rome. And he
went to see them,

3 and because he was of the same trade he stayed with them
and worked, for they were tentmakers by trade.

4 And he reasoned in the synagogue every Sabbath, and tried
to persuade Jews and Greeks.

5 When Silas and Timothy arrived from Macedonia, Paul
was occupied with the word, testifying to the Jews that the
Christ was Jesus.

6 And when they opposed and reviled him, he shook out
his garments and said to them, “Your blood be on your own
heads! I am innocent. From now on I will go to the Gen-
tiles.”

7 And he left there and went to the house of a man named Tit-
ius Justus, a worshiper of God. His house was next door to
the synagogue.

8 Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue, believed in the Lord,
together with his entire household. And many of the Corin-
thians hearing Paul believed and were baptized.

9 And the Lord said to Paul one night in a vision, “Do not be
afraid, but go on speaking and do not be silent,

10 for [ am with you, and no one will attack you to harm you,
for [ have many in this city who are my people.”

11 And he stayed a year and six months, teaching the word of
God among them.
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After leaving Athens, Paul
went to Corinth and met a
Jew, a native of Pontus.
What's his name? (v. 2)
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How long did Paul stay in
Corinth to preach the gospel?
(v. 11)
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Caught up in the Word
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As Paul said in 1 Corinthians 2:3, it was true that he was afraid
and fearful to preach the gospel in the notorious city, Corinth.
In spite of that, he still preached the gospel with boldness.
It was because he devoted himself exclusively to preaching
and entrusting himself to the Lord. No matter how intense the
persecutions were, he didn't give up but lived a bold and cou-
rageous life as an evangelist.

There is a Korean saying: there is a runner above a crawler;
above a runner, there is a flyer; above a flyer, there is a flea
on a flyer. The Christians are the fleas that should live on
the word of God. If the word of God attracted the flea, now it
means the flea lives in the Word of God. If the Word and | are
one, nothing can hurt us and we will live a victorious life. It isn't
by my power and the power of the almighty God makes all
things possible.
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Reading insight

Acts 18:18 records the beginning of Paul’s third mission trip.
In this trip, Paul visited Ephesus for the first time. At that time,
there were 300,000 people in the city and it was the center of
the commercial trade in minor Asia. Above all, there was a
huge statue of the Artemis/Diana and shrine. Paul stayed and
worked in Ephesus for three years (Acts 20:31).

Acts 19:11-20

11 And God was doing extraordinary miracles by the hands
of Paul,

12 50 that even handkerchiefs or aprons that had touched his
skin were carried away to the sick, and their diseases left
them and the evil spirits came out of them.

13 Then some of the itinerant Jewish exorcists undertook to
invoke the name of the Lord Jesus over those who had evil
spirits, saying, “I adjure you by the Jesus whom Paul pro-
claims.”

14 Seven sons of a Jewish high priest named Sceva were do-
ing this.

15 But the evil spirit answered them, “Jesus I know, and Paul
Irecognize, but who are you?”

16 And the man in whom was the evil spirit leaped on them,
mastered all of them and overpowered them, so that they
fled out of that house naked and wounded.

17 And this became known to all the residents of Ephesus,
both Jews and Greeks. And fear fell upon them all, and the
name of the Lord Jesus was extolled.

18 Also many of those who were now believers came, con-
fessing and divulging their practices.

19 And a number of those who had practiced magic arts
brought their books together and burned them in the sight of
all. And they counted the value of them and found it came to
fifty thousand pieces of silver.

20 So the word of the Lord continued to increase and prevail
mightily.
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What did seven sons of Sce-
va, a Jewish chief priest do?

(vs. 13-14)
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The sorcerers burned their
sorcery scrolls and what were
the values of the scrolls that
were burnt? (v.19)
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God did extraordinary miracles through Paul, and the people
in Ephesus tried to mimic the miracles. They would say “In
the name of Jesus, whom Paul preaches, | command you to
come out.” When seven sons of a Jewish chief priest tried this
with demon—possessed people, the evil spirit jumped on them,
overpowered them, and beat them which caused the sons to
run out of the house naked and bleeding. The evil spirit said
to them, “Jesus | know, and | know about Paul, but who are
you?”

They used the name of Jesus without reverence and faith
thinking that they could perform miracles. When this was
known to the people, the people that practiced sorcery
stopped their tricks. The miracles of God can be delivered
when the name of Jesus is highly honored with faith in God
and through the power of the Holy Spirit. Without relying on
God, waving the cross, uttering the name of Jesus like a mag—
ic spell, reciting the Lord's Prayer or the Apostles’ Creed won't
bring the power of God. Faith is not magic.
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Reading insight

Acts 20 shows Paul’s third missionary journey from Ephesus,
through Macedonia and Greece, stopping by Troas, Assos, Mity—
lene, Samos, and to Miletus. Especially in Troas, as Paul spoke on
and on at the upstairs room, a young man named Eutychus, sit-
ting on the windowsill, became very drowsy. Finally, he fell sound
asleep and dropped three stories to his death below. But he was
revived by Paul. In Miletus, Paul invited the elders of the Ephesus
Church and delivered farewell message.

Acts 20:29-38

29T know that after my departure fierce wolves will come in
among you, not sparing the flock;

30 and from among your own selves will arise men speaking
twisted things, to draw away the disciples after them.

31 Therefore be alert, remembering that for three years I did
not cease night or day to admonish everyone with tears.

32 And now I commend you to God and to the word of his
grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the in-
heritance among all those who are sanctified.

33] coveted no one’s silver or gold or apparel.

34 You yourselves know that these hands ministered to my
necessities and to those who were with me.

35In all things I have shown you that by working hard in this
way we must help the weak and remember the words of the
Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give
than to receive.””

36 And when he had said these things, he knelt down and
prayed with them all.

37 And there was much weeping on the part of all; they em-
braced Paul and kissed him,

38 being sorrowful most of all because of the word he had
spoken, that they would not see his face again. And they ac-
companied him to the ship.
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How many years did Paul
serve in Ephesus as a mis-
sionary? (v. 13)
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Who said, ‘It is more blessed
to give than to receive”?
(v. 35)
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So heartbroken
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The text includes Paul's three—year ministry in Ephesus and
calling for elders from Ephesus Church in Miletus to say good-
bye. In verse 38, when they said goodbye, “What grieved
them most was his statement that they would never see his
face again. Then they accompanied him to the ship.” Elders of
Ephesus were touched by Paul's determination of martyrdom
on the journey to Jerusalem. However, the word “troubled” here
means “grieve,” which displays their heart aches. It means that
they were so heartbroken that they were deeply troubled. The
apostle Paul, who had ministered them with tears for the past
three years, day and night, mentioned that he would risk his life
on travelling to Jerusalem, therefore they might never see him
again in the future, so their hearts were torn.

To Paul, who was determined to be martyred, they could nev—
er put him down, “Oh, are you Apostle! That's great. Go ahead
and set off your way.” | could see the heartache on their faces.
Their appearance must touch and change us. It is necessary
for the pastors and lay members to exchange each other
warm words of comfort, and weep together and join each oth—
er's heart-aches.
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Reading insight

Paul’s third missionary journey in Acts 21 is closing to end. The
first half of chapter 21 tells of what happened in Tire and Cae-
sarea after Paul left Miletus. Paul soon foresaw of the troubles
that would come upon him, although he might lose his life, he
realized that going to Jerusalem is the fulfilment of his mission
from the Lord, and he entered Jerusalem with his steadfast
determination.

Acts 21:3-14

3 When we had come in sight of Cyprus, leaving it on the left
we sailed to Syria and landed at Tyre, for there the ship was
to unload its cargo.

4 And having sought out the disciples, we stayed there for
seven days. And through the Spirit they were telling Paul not
to go on to Jerusalem.

5When our days there were ended, we departed and went on
our journey, and they all, with wives and children, accompa-
nied us until we were outside the city. And kneeling down on
the beach, we prayed

6 and said farewell to one another. Then we went on board
the ship, and they returned home.

7 When we had finished the voyage from Tyre, we arrived at
Ptolemais, and we greeted the brothers and stayed with them
for one day.

8 On the next day we departed and came to Caesarea, and we
entered the house of Philip the evangelist, who was one of
the seven, and stayed with him.

9He had four unmarried daughters, who prophesied.

10 While we were staying for many days, a prophet named
Agabus came down from Judea.

11 And coming to us, he took Paul’s belt and bound his own
feet and hands and said, “Thus says the Holy Spirit, “This is
how the Jews at Jerusalem will bind the man who owns this
belt and deliver him into the hands of the Gentiles.””

12 When we heard this, we and the people there urged him
notto go up to Jerusalem.

13 Then Paul answered, “What are you doing, weeping and
breaking my heart? For [ am ready not only to be imprisoned
but even to die in Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.”

14 And since he would not be persuaded, we ceased and said,
“Let the will of the Lord be done.”
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What did the disciples in Tyre
convey to Paul by the inspi-
ration of the Holy Spirit? (v. 4)
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Who is the prophet from Ju-
dea who prophesied by tak-
ing Paul’s belt to bind his
own feet and hands with it?
(v.10)

103



rot
E
i

I FO O
o2 r e
4
=
ro
g
ofs
mjo

i)
-
u}

ro
>
L
|.|-|

a

to

>
HD 2 e

0z Mo oy
i]}4

3
rjo |o

i g
~
S
]

N Ho >
H1 ol g
Hu

rol

7t2L]0fA

2 a
7H0te| IRl E W]

UEHER(9} 2|CE Aoty

104

Il
Iu}

sl 4

oiciglo] Ao| N /= R |

= e |
st 843

True success

FEO MRAS0| HiES OP7l= OS0|A OlF AP S TRt A
2 S2o| EStet LOIASLICE OFF2| A0 SQoITHA|Z
Z0| SSTHK| W 0= K| A== 2L 7H0JAL=F Off
M= Op7tE2ts MR HEZ2| BISHQI 020 tish 62is
U=, 2= 710t Ee] wWISE T OL|2t U= SUXIS
K| ARHSLICE ST HEE2 I52| TR S5t A
o 25 ST OALQt 20| "FOM FOZE'E dHOE,
MM FA duo| AHES 2ol 717H0| Aol S=5 HHE 2
S s

SttEMAE 22 AMAE MBS FASUC. I AlZ0| 2
NRAXIE 2ol 2O L= A XIZTHK| ALFAIZA OE &=
HOIZ=X] Z/ZSO0HZ00F BTt Tt 21| 452 FR/et
of, UZolAH ot a0l AT LT SHAEMA 4 A
S Z0tt SHo| O|AF =X ASUC HE2 tl+ES TtE
OF Xjilof AfHO| FAUX| 25| Y11 BY I AF0| 015
HUASUCEL 2y 0| =0 2l 0[=9] 20| H AUAKITL,
Jd= MEXC| &S 25| &U7|0 T 33t 1S dUH

[ o - -O
et

It is quite possible that Tyre's local believers discouraged
Paul's journey to Jerusalem for his sake. No matter how im-
portant the mission is, why is it that Paul has to risk his own
life? In Caesarea, a prophet named Agabus prophesies of
Paul's tragic future, then not only the believers of Caesarea
but also Paul’s companions join in aborting Paul’s journey.
However, Paul goes on his own way despite their protests.
Like Esther, with the bravery of “if | have to die, | will die”, Paul
is willing to give up his life for the mission of the Lord.

God has also given us a mission. As | think about what the
mission is, | have to look back on how | have lived as a dis—
ciple so far. The real success of life is not about a rich and
healthy life, but about how faithfully God's mission has been
fulfilled. When Paul met Jesus, he knew clearly what his mis—
sion was and since then he was led by his calling. The life af-
ter conversion was shorter than the life before conversion, but
he lived a truly successful life because he faithfully fulfilled the
calling as a missionary.
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Reading insight

When Paul entered Jerusalem, he encountered great tribula—
tion and persecution. Most of all, the Jews from Asia drove the
multitude to condemn Paul, and eventually he was caught by
the crowd and violently assaulted and almost lost his life. The
text is Paul's speech to the angry Jewish crowd, and the story
of his conversion experience is central.

Acts 22:3-13

3“Tam a Jew, born in Tarsus in Cilicia, but brought up in this
city, educated at the feet of Gamaliel according to the strict
manner of the law of our fathers, being zealous for God as all
of you are this day.

41 persecuted this Way to the death, binding and delivering
to prison both men and women,

5 as the high priest and the whole council of elders can bear
me witness. From them I received letters to the brothers, and
I journeyed toward Damascus to take those also who were
there and bring them in bonds to Jerusalem to be punished.

6 “As I was on my way and drew near to Damascus, about
noon a great light from heaven suddenly shone around me.

7 And I fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to me,
‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?’

8 And I answered, ‘“Who are you, Lord?” And he said to me,
‘Tam Jesus of Nazareth, whom you are persecuting.’

2 Now those who were with me saw the light but did not un-
derstand the voice of the one who was speaking to me.

10 And I said, “What shall I do, Lord?’ And the Lord said to
me, ‘Rise, and go into Damascus, and there you will be told
all thatis appointed for you to do.’

11 And since [ could not see because of the brightness of that
light, I was led by the hand by those who were with me, and
came into Damascus.

12 “And one Ananias, a devout man according to the law,
well spoken of by all the Jews who lived there,

13 came to me, and standing by me said to me, ‘Brother Saul,
receive your sight.” And at that very hour I received my sight
and saw him.

ak
=

ols
1

o=

H=C| E4XI= 0|l &7
Zol0IN SHe eSS BIotS
L7k (3%)

Where was Paul’s birthplace,
and from whom did he learn
the law? (v. 3)
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When Paul entered Damas-
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whom did he meet to restore
his sight? (vs. 12-13)

107



rot
E
i

I FO O
o2 r e
4
=
ro
g
ofs
mjo

i)
-
u}

ro
>
L
|.|-|

a

to

>
HD 2 e

0z Mo oy
i]}4

3
rjo |o

i g
~
S
]
°
o

N Ho >
H1 ol g
Hu

rol

W32t ALIRIE I3t 7|

FHHERRIKUMC, Z22(CA)
(CA

Yz Lel, 0/ %
<l

oiciglo] Ao| N /= R |

Salat x4

Zeal and Caution

SEOIM HE2 3|x5t7| Zofl XtL10] “SHAEH CHot Eiioh=
APQCt SreLint SAE0 HE2 SO et E4S X1 U
W| W20 w2|S Hclichs Lo FEC S AE ALY
LICt. SHRIZ eFHOZ 1 i IR0 M2 AMFHS0| S0 23|
o HXI0] Z717HK] HELT XI5 HiES Yotistl Q= FHel
=9 REk 119 Hi=29| 2Lt TS B YlSLIL 15 2F
ottEol it Mt TS floiM S L ULt YZtot
0 ST, 22 olLige] =S 7ot AU 1282
EH0[2t1 A Cf E2 A2 OFE LT

O=gs UL7| M Hedt 220 L= RUIS0| 2HFR
0], =3 EH2 0§ UCE IR2 olLtES fl2tt= 01g
Stofl =2(0f SHtES| Sits Fhthel= 2 of| HEYLIC
R2lE Eos #E, I 2 W20 TOI oAM= o U §

OiE1 EHS W(EHE EHS We 37|18 HES| 2mof &
LIC}. CRAl 2ailM, 2 oS E)\I(HI w0 FEHS A0
LIC Z3s TAZ oS HHME A=K, FED

EHS Uat ZHS MM LT

In verse 3, Paul says he was “just as zealous for God” prior to
his conversion. Above all, Paul had a zeal for the law, and he
was the one who took the lead in persecuting the church. Be-
cause of his enthusiasm, many people were imprisoned and
even died. The Jews who are now persecuting Paul are no
different from Paul in the past. All of them act in thinking that
they are zealous for God's will, the law, and the temple, but in
reality, they are against God's will. Therefore, not all enthusi—
asm is good.

As Paul before the conversion and the Jews in the text
demonstrate, blind zeal is very dangerous. It is because
people do the opposite of God's will in the name of God. We
should be zealous, but we should not be blinded by it. We
should look closely at our motives for zeal rather than losing
control by emotion. In other words, we must serve the Lord
with caution and zeal. You shouldn't give up your enthusiasm
as an excuse to be careful, but you shouldn't be too careful to
give up your enthusiasm.
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Reading insight

The contents of Acts 23 can be divided into the following three
categories. First, what Paul said at the Sanhedrin, consisting
mainly of Pharisees and Sadducees (vs. 1-10); Second, the
conspiracy of over forty Jews who pledged and sweared to kill
Paul was revealed (vs. 11-24); Third, Paul’s rescue and the let-
ter of the captain Claudius Lysias that was sent to the governor
Antonius Felix of the Jewish province between 52-59 AD.

Acts 23:1-10

1 And looking intently at the council, Paul said, “Brothers,
I have lived my life before God in all good conscience up to
this day.”

2 And the high priest Ananias commanded those who stood
by him to strike him on the mouth.

3 Then Paul said to him, “God is going to strike you, you
whitewashed wall! Are you sitting to judge me according
to the law, and yet contrary to the law you order me to be
struck?”

4 Those who stood by said, “Would you revile God’s high
priest?

5 And Paul said, “I did not know, brothers, that he was the
high priest, for it is written, You shall not speak evil of a rul-
er of your people.””

6 Now when Paul perceived that one part were Sadducees
and the other Pharisees, he cried out in the council, “Broth-
ers, | am a Pharisee, a son of Pharisees. It is with respect to
the hope and the resurrection of the dead that [ am on trial.”

7 And when he had said this, a dissension arose between the
Pharisees and the Sadducees, and the assembly was divided.

8 For the Sadducees say that there is no resurrection, nor an-
gel, nor spirit, but the Pharisees acknowledge them all.

9 Then a great clamor arose, and some of the scribes of the
Pharisees’ party stood up and contended sharply, “We find
nothing wrong in this man. What if a spirit or an angel spoke
to him?”

10 And when the dissension became violent, the tribune,
afraid that Paul would be torn to pieces by them, command-
ed the soldiers to go down and take him away from among
them by force and bring him into the barracks.
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Who was the chief priest
who ordered, “slap him on
the mouth™? (v. 2)
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Why was a quarrel between
the Pharisees and the Sad-
ducees after hearing what
Paul said? (v. 8)
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Paul said, “My brothers, | have fulfilled my duty to God in all
good conscience to this day.” After hearing Paul’'s words, High
Priest Ananias gave the order to “strike him on the mouth.”
According to the Jewish historian Josephus, Ananias was “a
very greedy and vicious man, not only stealing the tithes de—
voted to God, but also a cruel man who used violence against
those who could be his enemies.” If so, he was the high priest
in name only, for his life didn't stand as a high priest at all.
Paul said in verse 5, “I didn't know he was a high priest,” this is
not really what Paul meant because Paul knew that he was a
high priest.

If Paul sees the clothes of the high priest he is wearing, or the
position of sitting at the Sanhedrin, Paul can know a lot. It is a
kind of satire. It is a kind of insulting remark that is said in the
sense of “Is that such an unrighteous man who commands
to strike my mouth even though | am innocent is a high priest
established by God?”. As a high priest of Judaism, he should
have behaved accordingly to his position, but he never did. If
we are given any position, the important thing is not the posi—
tion itself. It is a life worthy of office.
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Reading insight

Acts 24 contains the lawyer Tertullus’ false charges (vs. 1-9),
Paul's defense (vs. 10-21), and governor Felix's response (vs.
22-27). Paul arrived safely at Caesarea, away from the Jewish
conspiracy, where he was soon brought to the governor Felix.
High Priest Ananias arrived in Caesarea with the elders and
lawyer Tertullus to accuse Paul.

Acts 24:1-9

1 And after five days the high priest Ananias came down
with some elders and a spokesman, one Tertullus. They laid
before the governor their case against Paul.

2 And when he had been summoned, Tertullus began to ac-
cuse him, saying: “Since through you we enjoy much peace,
and since by your foresight, most excellent Felix, reforms
are being made for this nation,

3 in every way and everywhere we accept this with all grati-
tude.

4 But, to detain you no further, I beg you in your kindness to
hear us briefly.

5For we have found this man a plague, one who stirs up riots
among all the Jews throughout the world and is a ringleader
of the sect of the Nazarenes.

6He even tried to profane the temple, but we seized him.

8 By examining him yourself you will be able to find out
from him about everything of which we accuse him.”

9 The Jews also joined in the charge, affirming that all these
things were so.
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I think the year 2020 will be the era when the whole world has
experienced unspeakable hardship from the unprecedented
coronavirus (COVID-19) epidemic. The monstrous power of this
plague has quickly panicked the whole world. In verse 5, the
false lawyer Tertullus blamed Paul for being a pestilent fellow.
He said, “Paul is the troublemaker to all the Jews scattered
around the world and the head of the heresy of Nazareth.” His
logic might be ‘If Paul is left alone, he will be able to transmit
Jesus Christ to all the people around him, so he must be exe-
cuted as soon as possible.’

In fact, at some point, Tertullus’ words are not wrong. If it were
not for the apostle Paul, the gospel of Jesus Christ would not
have spread to the surrounding world so quickly. Of course,
the corona virus is really an evil germ that should not spread,
but Jesus Christ, the eternal savior, can be considered to be
a pandemic in a good sense for all people in the world. If we
could be the hosts of Christ-pandemic like Paul, how big an
honor it would be, certainly not an insult.
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Reading insight

Acts 25 shows that Paul was handed over to the newly ap-
pointed Festus because of the Jewish accusation. Herod
Agrippa Il, who came to greet Festus, attends the hearing held
by Festus for consultation on the complaint against Paul. Acts
26 records Paul's argument (explanation) in front of King Agrip—
pa, the reproof of Festus, and King Agrippa’s reaction.

Acts 26:24-32

24 And as he was saying these things in his defense, Festus
said with a loud voice, “Paul, you are out of your mind; your
great learning is driving you out of your mind.”

25 But Paul said, “I am not out of my mind, most excellent
Festus, butI am speaking true and rational words.

26 For the king knows about these things, and to him I speak
boldly. For I am persuaded that none of these things has es-
caped his notice, for this has not been done in a corner.

27 King Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? I know that
you believe.”

28 And Agrippa said to Paul, “In a short time would you per-
suade me to be a Christian?”

29 And Paul said, “Whether short or long, I would to God
that not only you but also all who hear me this day might be-
come such as [ am--except for these chains.”

30 Then the king rose, and the governor and Bernice and
those who were sitting with them.

31 And when they had withdrawn, they said to one another,
“This man is doing nothing to deserve death or imprison-
ment.”

32 And Agrippa said to Festus, “This man could have been
set free if he had not appealed to Caesar.”
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According to Festus what

was driving Paul insane?
(v. 24)
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What was the conclusion of
King Agrippa after hearing
Paul's argument? (vs. 31-32)
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Upon hearing Paul’'s argument, Festus screamed out loud,
“Paul, you are crazy. Your great leaming is driving you in—
sane.” Then Paul responded, “I am not insane, Most Excellent
Festus. What | am saying is the sober truth.” To those who do
not understand the way of salvation of Jesus Christ, believers
may appear to be lunatic: “Christ crucified is a stumbling block
to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles” (I Corinthians 1:23).

The gospel of Jesus Christ's crucifixion and resurrection can
never be comprehanded by the wisdom and knowledge that
the world boasts. It is only realized by the inspiration of the
Holy Spirit (cf. | Corinthians 2:14, “The person without the Spirit
does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God
but considers them foolishness, and cannot understand them
because they are discerned only through the Spirit. ”). Paul
proved in his life that evangelism is not with the wisdom and
knowledge of the world, but with the power and confidence of
the Holy Spirit. Obviously, Paul was a completely lunatic per—
son for Jesus: “If it seems we are crazy, it is to bring glory to
God. And if we are in our right minds, it is for your benefit.” (2
Corinthians 5:13).
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Reading insight

Paul headed for Rome to appeal to Emperor Caesar. Along with
other prisoners, he boarded the ship under the leadership of Cen—
turion Julius, and on the voyage, he encountered a hurricane called
the Northeaster and was at great risk. When all the possible hope
vanished, Paul foretold that people’s lives would be preserved and
that they would arrive on an island. As predicted, although the ship
was shipwrecked, all 276 people on board were unharmed.

Acts 27:14-26

14 But soon a tempestuous wind, called the northeaster,
struck down from the land.

15 And when the ship was caught and could not face the
wind, we gave way to itand were driven along.

16 Running under the lee of a small island called Cauda, we
managed with difficulty to secure the ship’s boat.

17 After hoisting it up, they used supports to undergird the
ship. Then, fearing that they would run aground on the
Syrtis, they lowered the gear, and thus they were driven
along.

18 Since we were violently storm-tossed, they began the
next day to jettison the cargo.

19 And on the third day they threw the ship’s tackle over-
board with their own hands.

20 When neither sun nor stars appeared for many days, and
no small tempest lay on us, all hope of our being saved was
atlast abandoned.

21 Since they had been without food for a long time, Paul
stood up among them and said, “Men, you should have lis-
tened to me and not have set sail from Crete and incurred this
injury and loss.

22Yet now [ urge you to take heart, for there will be no loss of
life among you, but only of the ship.

23 For this very night there stood before me an angel of the
God to whom I belong and whom [ worship,

24and he said, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul; you must stand before
Caesar. And behold, God has granted you all those who sail
with you.’

25 So take heart, men, for I have faith in God that it will be
exactly as T have been told.

26 But we must run aground on some island.”

o £02

10 olictC7t PheE 29 0]
£ RAUYLIR (14%)

What was the name of the
hurricane that the Paul’s ship
encountered while sailing
along the shore of Crete?

(v. 14)

OILIEC| AFRLZ} HESOIA| LtEF
LIM 2& S ELIE (24%)
What did the angel of God
say to Paul? (v. 24)
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In the midst of hopeless situation by the hurricane Northeaster,
Paul alone managed to gain strength and then gave comfort
and courage to everyone on board. This was possible because
Paul firmly believed in the word of God's promise. The prom-
ise was that Paul would preserve his life and go to Rome, and
everyone on board would not lose his or her life. People in the
ship were restless to see only the hurricane in their eyes, but
Paul looked at God beyond the hurricane. He firmly believed
the word of promise given through the messenger of God.

By the time the ship nearly arrived on land, Paul urged people
to eat food, thinking that they needed to eat and be energized.
But no one listened to Paul. Inevitably, Paul took the bread and
ate it as if it were seen in front of everyone. Then everyone ate,
and the next day, they were able to work hard to swim from the
stranded ship to land. As such, the unknown prisoner Paul be—
came the hope of those on board. It is because, above all, Paul
firmly believed the word of God's promise. We also need this
faith, “I believe it will happen just as the Lord said! Amen!”
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Reading insight

Paul and his friends arrived at the island of Malta safely and
was greeted by the people of the island. Even there, many sick
people came and were healed after Paul cured the fever of
the island’s chief Publius's father. After staying there for three
months, Paul boarded a ship to Alexandria and finally arrived in
Rome. After arriving in Rome, Paul lived in a rented house for
two years and boldly preached the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Acts 28:23-31

23 When they had appointed a day for him, they came to him
at his lodging in greater numbers. From morning till evening
he expounded to them, testifying to the kingdom of God and
trying to convince them about Jesus both from the Law of
Moses and from the Prophets.

24 And some were convinced by what he said, but others dis-
believed.

25 And disagreeing among themselves, they departed after
Paul had made one statement: “The Holy Spirit was right in
saying to your fathers through Isaiah the prophet:

26°@Go to this people, and say, You will indeed hear but nev-
er understand, and you will indeed see but never perceive.

27 For this people’s heart has grown dull, and with their ears
they can barely hear, and their eyes they have closed; lest
they should see with their eyes and hear with their ears and
understand with their heart and turn, and I would heal them.’

28 Therefore let it be known to you that this salvation of God
has been sent to the Gentiles; they will listen.”

30 He lived there two whole years at his own expense, and
welcomed all who came to him,

31 proclaiming the kingdom of God and teaching about the
Lord Jesus Christ with all boldness and without hindrance.
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When the opinions of the
Jews who listened to Paul's
rhetoric were divided, who
was the prophet Paul quote
and preached? (v. 25)
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What did Paul do while stay-
ing in his rented house for
two years in Rome? (v. 30)
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In short, Paul’s life was the life of an evangelist. He never
ceased to preach the gospel. Even in Rome, Paul continued to
preach the gospel to all the people he met. As far as | know,
all the foreign missionaries, who came to preach the Gospel in
Korea in the early days of the mission, preached the Gospel
with the same passion like Paul. Mofett (S. A. Mofett, 1864—
1939), a missionary sent by the American Presbyterian Church,
is known as the “Missionary on the Street”. He was regretful
that even one person passing by was overlooked, and he
preached Jesus while walking, and even visited houses in the
narrowest valley or trail.

He said he liked walking. The reason was that he could only
meet Koreans by walking. On one occasion, a mother in the
United States sent a very good wagon when she heard that
her son was struggling on foot. However, at that time in Ko-
rea, the road was narrow and uneven, so he couldn't use the
wagon and eventually left it in the warehouse. Not only that,
he stopped riding the bike because it was harder to share
the Gospel with people if the bike was faster than a person’s
steps. “Walking side by side with Koreans” was the evange—
lism strategy of Mofett.
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- week ] The First Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage

Acts 2:1-13

The birth of the church

0 Opening Question

Share amusing stories of how your church first started.

@ Understanding today’s passage

The event of the coming of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost is the event of “the-
ophany” that God Himself showed Himself, which could be the miracle that created
the Church. Through this miracle, God gave the church the power of transcending the
word. Pentecost is one of the three Annual Festivals and refers to the 50th day from
the Passover. On that day, when about 120 believers gathered and prayed together,
suddenly, a sudden, strong wind-like sound was heard in their ears, and the cracks
of the tongue of fire were visible to their eyes. God works by using wind and fire (cf.
Numbers 11:31; Psalm 104: 4; Hebrews 12:29).

The coming of the Holy Spirit in the image of wind and fire shows the dynamic pres-
ence of the living God. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak
in differentlanguages. Here the word ‘language’is translated as ‘dialects’, rather than
‘glossolalia (tongue)' that is the gift of the Holy Spirit in 1 Corinthians 12-14. It simply
means ‘glossa (other language)'. The fact that they were able to speak a foreign lan-
guage they had never learned demonstrates the advent of the proclamation of the
Word of God, which can be understood by people of every nation through the coming
of the Holy Spirit. When people from each country came to the scene of the advent of
the Holy Spirit (v. 5, “devout Jews from every nation”; see vs. 9-10), and when they were
filled with the Holy Spiritand heard the voices of those speaking in their tongues, they
were amazed and perplexed.

The work of this miracle that enabled the foreign language to be spoken by the com-



ing of the Holy Spirit foretells that the nations of the future will be influenced by the

work of the Pentecostal Holy Spirit, and that the proclamation of everything God has
done will be made forceful by the power of the Holy Spirit. Therefore, the importance
of the Pentecost was not about speaking foreign languages, but about personal ex-
perience of the ‘God's great deeds of power’. Because of the work of the Holy Spirit
working behind the scenes, the church can proclaim the Word of God with power to-
day.

© 1nto the Word *

1.What happened to the believers gathered on Pentecost when they were filled with
the Holy Spirit? (v. 4)

2.How did some people showed contempt when they saw believers speaking differ-
entlanguages?(v. 13)

@ 1nto our Life

1.How doyou understand the Holy Spirit? Share your understanding.

2.How many people have you touched with the gospel? Are there any fruits of evan-
gelism thatyou canremember?

© Memory Verse - Acts 2:4

“And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as
the Spirit gave them utterance.

(@ Sharing with your children ™

What doyou think the Holy Spiritis like?
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- week 2 The Second Week Small Group Meeting Today’s Passage

2 Chronicles 16:1-10

The expansion of Christendom

0 Opening Question

What do you think is the mostimportant criterion that should be applied when estab-
lishing lay leadersinachurch?

@ Understanding today’s passage

The disputes had taken place in the ideal and exemplary early Jerusalem church. It
was a conflict between Hebrew Jews and Greek Jews. The Hebrew Jews were native
Jews who spoke Hebrew or Aramaic, and the Greek Jews were Greek-speaking Jews
who were scattered among the Gentile cities. Most of the Greek Jews had lived in
foreign cities for a long time, so they had no property in Jerusalem and few relatives.
When the husbands who were not rich died, the widows had no choice but to go to
hometown to live, and some of them entered the Church of Jerusalem. In the midst of
this, the native Jews took care of their widows first, which caused conflict.

The twelve apostles struggled to resolve this dilemma. The conclusion they made
was to raise seven leaders to be dedicated to the issue of full hospitality (vs. 2-3). And
then the apostles would only focus on praying and preaching the word (v. 4). All mem-
bers of the church accepted this proposal with joy and chose seven leaders (Stephen,
Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas of Antioch) (v. 5). It is note-
worthythat after the establishment of these leaders, the church expanded further: “The
number of believers greatly increased in Jerusalem, and many of the Jewish priests
were converted, too” (v. 7).

In particular, Stephen was the most prominent among the seven leaders. He
preached the gospel and performed miracles with the apostles rather than doing
administrative works. “None of them could stand against the wisdom and the Spirit
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with which Stephen spoke.” (v. 10) This verse indicates that it was the Holy Spirit who

worked behind the scenes to enable Stephen work as an evangelist. Among all seven
leaders, Stephen was particularly full of “Holy Spirit and Wisdom” (v. 3), “Faith and
Spirit” (v. 5), and “Grace and Power" (v. 8).

© Into the Word *

1.Why did the Greek Jews blame the Hebrew Jews? (v. 1)

2.When those who argued with Stephen raised false Witnesses, what did they blame
against Stephen?(vs. 13-14)

@O Into our Life

1.Talk about howyour church elects lay leaders, or spiritual offices (deacons, elders).

2.All seven leaders chosen for the Jerusalem Church were filled with the Holy Spirit.
Shareif you have evidence of being filled with the Holy Spirit.

© Memory Verse - Acts 67

“And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the disciples mul-
tiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient to
the faith. And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders and signs
amongthe people.”

@ sharing with your children ™

When electing leaders in the nation (president, parliamentarians, etc.), what criteria
areyou based on?Ifyou choose a leader in your church, whatis your criteria?
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- week 3 The Third Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage

Acts 9:1-11

A witness for the church

0 Opening Question

Discuss what is the decisive motive for believingin Jesus.

@ Understanding today’s passage

The text is the story of Saul (Paul)'s conversion. Saul led Stephen’s martyrdom and
persecuted many Christians and churches. On his way to Damascus, he met the risen
Lord and underwent a complete conversion, and when he was ordained by Ananias,
he was also filled with the Holy Spirit. The man who was at the forefront of destroying
the church is now a witness for the church. Evidence for Saul's “dramatic” conversion
can befoundinthree changes.

First, the violent Paul became a prayer warrior. Before his conversion, he was intimi-
dating and aggressive (v. 1). He went out to arrest ‘any followers of the Way’ (v. 2) who
believed in Jesus. Here, the Way was a designation of the Church of Jesus Christ and
was used primarily to identify Jesus’ followers within Judaism (cf. Acts 19:9, 23; 22:4;
24:22). Damascus was about 150 miles northeast of Jerusalem. Saul, who was once
eager to travel to that far place and arrest people who believed in Jesus, turned into a
prayer person (v. 11).

Second, the person who once persecuted Jesus became the person being maltreated
for Jesus. After his conversion, Paul realized that Jesus, who was persecuted, is the
Son of God, crucified, dead, resurrected, and ascended. In verse 16 of the text, Jesus
appeared to Ananias in a vision and said, “I will show him how much he must suffer
for my name.” Saul, who persecuted Jesus, became a man who was tormented be-
cause of Jesus according to these words.

Third, Paul was once a man who was running all the time, but he became a man who
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was dragged. Before his conversion, Saul was running around to arrest believers in

Jesus. Then, on the way to Damascus, he suddenly received light from heaven and
fell on the ground (vs. 3-4). Later, he got up from the ground, opened his eyes, but
couldn’t see anything, so he wentinto Damascus “led by the hand"” (v. 8).

© Into the Word *

1.Why did Saul visit the high priest and ask for letters to take to several synagogues in
Damascus? (v.2)

2.Whom did the resurrected Lord tell “Go to Straight Street and look for a man in the
house of Judah called Saul?" (v. 11)

@® inoourlife -

1.If you have a conversion experience similar to that of Saul (Paul), or if any of your
acquaintances have had that experience, shareit.

2.Has anyone helped you with prayer and care to encourage you to believe in Jesus?

© Memory Verse - Acts 9:3-4

“Now as he went on his way, he approached Damascus, and suddenly a light from
heaven flashed around him. And falling to the ground he heard a voice saying to him,
“Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?”

@ sharing with your children ™

How have you helped someone in his or her faith journey? Or are there some people
who helped you (or your family)in your walk with Jesus?
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- week | The Fourth Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage

Acts 13:1-12

The calling of the church

0 Opening Question

As you define two terms ‘mission’ and ‘evangelism’, share your own opinions on the
difference between the two concepts.

@ Understanding today’s passage

The text contains the story of Barnabas and Paul commissioned and sent by the An-
tioch Church as missionaries, followed by the first missionary work in the island of
Cyprus and Paphos. At that time, Antioch Church was the center of Gentile missions.
In fact, Paul received a special calling from the risen Christ of Damascus for Gentile
missions (Acts 9:15). The Holy Spirit informed that the prophets and teachers of the
Antioch Church set apart Barnabas and Paul to do something special: ‘Appoint Barna-
bas and Saul for the special work to which I have called them.’ (v.2). The work that the
Holy Spirit entrusted to the two was to preach the gospel to the Gentiles.

Barnabas and Paul left Antioch, passed through Seleucia, and sailed to the island
of Cyprus. Cyprus was the home of Barnabas, where many Jews lived. When they
arrived at Salamis, the largest city on the island of Cyprus, the two went to the Jewish
synagogue and preached the word of God (v. 5). There was another companion, Mark
John, whom Barnabas and Paul brought as a kind of attendant for their missionary
work. Subsequently, the group reached a place called Paphos to preach the gospel,
where they met a Jewish false prophet named Bar-Jesus, a magician who interrupt-
ed their evangelism, but in the end Paul's miracles defeated the work of the Devil.
Throughout the text, the author of the book of Acts states that Barnabas and Paul
were commissioned as missionaries and were not simply sent by human decisions.
Rather, it was the Holy Spirit's command to the Antioch Church, which was done by
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fasting, prayer, and the men laid their hands on them. The church should always do

its best for missionary work by following the command of the Holy Spirit.

© 1nto the Word ™

1.Who were the prophets and teachers who served in the Antioch Church? (v. 1)

2.Who was amagician who was a Jewish false prophetin Paphos?(vs. 6, 8)

@ 1nto our Life

1.Share what missionary work your church is currently doing and how the church is
doing for mission works.

2.Verse 9 dictates, “Saul, also known as Paul, was filled with the Holy Spirit, and he
looked the sorcererinthe eye.” What does it mean to be filled with the Holy Spirit?

© Memory Verse - Acts 13:12-3 -

“While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for
me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” Then after fasting
and praying they laid their hands on them and sent them off.”

(@ Sharing with your children

Talk with your children about how they think of missionaries who are spreading the
gospel abroad and how they can contribute in mission works.
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WESLEYAN ASSOCIATION FOR SANCTIFICATION INC
Gisoo Song (Branch Director)
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WESLEYAN ASSOCIATION FOR SANCTIFICATION INC AH|Z} QLY

Bank of America
Routing Number 121000358
Account Number 325093601447
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Jungah, Walter O.

Advance : # 3022543
Country : South Africa
Serving At : Cape Town Sowers of the Word Church

Home Country : Kenya

Walter Otieno Jungah is a Global Mission Fellow with the United
Methodist General Board of Global Ministries, engaged in a two-year
term of service. He was commissioned on July 28, 2019.

The Global Mission Fellows program takes young adults ages 20-30
out of their home environments and places them in new contexts for
mission experience and service. The program has a strong emphasis on
faith and justice. Global Mission Fellows become active parts of their
new local communities. They connect the church in mission across
cultural and geographical boundaries. They grow in personal and
social holiness and become strong young leaders working to build just
communities in a peaceful world.



Walter is from Nairobi, Kenya. He is a member of St. John’s Kayole
United Methodist Church, Nairobi City, in the Kenya/Ethiopia Annual
Conference. He holds a Bachelor of Science degree in computer science
from the University of Eldoret in Uasin Gishu County, Kenya. He has
worked as an information technology assistant for two and a half years
at Kimfay East Africa Limited, a cybercafé attendant and an industrial
attaché at the state-owned Kenya-Meteorological-Department.

Raised in a Christian family, Walter spent his early years in Anglican
and Deliverance churches. He attended a Catholic high school. In
2014, a classmate invited him to St. John’s United Methodist Church. “I
was impressed by the way I was welcomed by church members, their
services, the Bible studies classes for new believers and the overall
teaching,” he said. “I am a proud member of The United Methodist
Church. I believe God has a reason for my life. I have so far served in
small capacities to alleviate human suffering. I understand a lot is yet
to be achieved.” He looks forward to being a Global Mission Fellow, he
noted, “to reach out to as many people as possible, learn and implement
better approaches to charity work, and fight against injustice.”

Contact Information : wjungah@umcmission.org
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- The ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®) copyright® 2001 by Crossway,
a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers, ESV® Text Edition: 2011, The ESV® text has
been reproduced in cooperation with and by permission of Good News Publishers, Unauthorized
reproduction of this publication is prohibited, All rights reserved,

The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), is adapted from the Revised Standard Version of the
Bible, copyright Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in
the US A, All rights reserved

- lllustrations by Swiss artist and storyteller Annie Vallotton, as taken from the Good News
Translation@1976,1992 American Bible Society Used by permission,
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