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Life’s trials are not easy. \
But in God’s will, each has a purpose.

- Warren Wiersbe
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Dear Lord 3=,
From October 2021, 10€oj=
Time A7+

Place 4 oA

sitting before you 59 2Fof gto}
eating your Word 54 9] &&-S Q] 11
praying to you, =47 o} ==

will have a fellowship with you.

Zd3} wAsd 9

Name O]&

Could you not watch with me one hour?
1 3]7} 1het A 3 Al7Hone houn® 7101 91Z 4= iEiHF? (1} 26:40)



P S e
el
UA A=

The Practice of the Presence of God
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Brother Lawrence
ZUA &M= 16118 THA SE2 Zel(Lorraine) X[, 02| HE (Herimenil)0|2H= ZH2 Al
= OrS01M EHO STt
T4 A EIH A2 0l LS LIRVIX|S HiRtE H =, X121 01 2oth = 6itEel =
22 Y2l M= 40| WS HHR0] Of2|0f U= _+_—’.559-J Ii=to| 712 35| (Discalced
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MXiS LETTERS

£ &=Hl(simply), B QFollA(in faith), &3} ARG 2(with hu-
mility and with love) 3L St A Y5al syt FAI-3] vha2 7]
2] sjLio] 7]ws}A] goAl A& ofo] SA %, AZSIAE gho ] BH Q.
Y7k 8 4 9l AL vhE 1, o] YsiAle 7 vhel tiRo] Azl
St

15 7HH| = ololA -
shbde 9210 231 & WRE St ARAC| Ut

U= FAlE 218 (pains) oA A BEkal 7|2 5HA] 5 Uth Al s
AA Dopilehd 222 A2 THet 313 lWi(strength and patience)E Hl
Z0] FAAF 7HE6] 7|&5HA] 8. shbd AN ket wof FAlS SiEAIA
(loose) 4 AP Yt 83} 3 1= o] 52 PEsdyt. o] 4
02 AAZE o] Q&5 A (accustom) RHEEAI Q. T18]| 31 ShEAA
Ao A F sttty wgshd Juj7bA] @, J2y Wol Ad =S 1
E7 Y(strength) 75HA 7] BFEU .

A AEL o] A (truth)E B55Hl(comprehend) 3 gt} 514
g Zo] 53 Y4k oA 8. 152 A (Christians)] oFHzt A&
&3 AR o 2 A4 1S F oYzt Q (suffer). 152 A (sickness)= st
39 25| (favour from God)7} ohd §41S &gt 1802 7HE6A] Q. o]
H A|Zro 24 B 7)o T &oj|A £33 117 Q]ofli=FolfjA] Fohe AdY
o} 28y A S A 22 il oA Y= A0 g, 19| A 9] At



(effects of His mercy)°]At #+¥(salvation)S Yl AF&SH &=
(means) 2. & O|ofol=AFE2, 17H-HA & G2} A3 9= (sen-
sible consolation)E 734t

ShEAA SE(01H 2ulofA) A7 wj i} ofE ufj 2] 20| T 717}
o] AIAH, & 83}H 0 = AAstAltH= B A1 4= 17| vyt shud
ohd t}Z OJAKPhysician)ol| Al AF 2 ujdE]A] ulA| Q. W AJztof FAl
9] A5 (cure)= TEAM A7] Ho&E & EA FA7] fiEYYct shid
2 2435] AN Q. 3B (recovery) =50 U39 2SS T A €
AYtt. S8+ shhd Bt & (physic)S © AlF8A £ 1 352 €Y
AEgyo

old A =HZ Ad 7ho]|, I70] sgstAl = et A5 AU 11F
o] shjd o2 X 2rjHof JEgho] WA s 4= 1A A 8. 18- ofu}
= o A¥S HYjo] &2 IAFAYY. 5} FE€ ARE FHHI=
71 A7 AKthe sovereign Physician)& A Ztoh AAZE 12 3HA|T}

U7t Fd 9] Aol A v F HolA W upilcka 38 4= 97| 8. Al
o] 137 o4 vt . SER|RHAYZef BA Q. Aol A 718 & F Rl
29 AlgoA, IAE Fo] HlF= tlA A= HAR, 4 & F4lsHA] X
o 27 35 obPd7ke? e 7 AFUA 2 B9 2 AR gy
o} 19 89k O Ed 4= 9= 4 Fhis sovereign)] I-E(good-
nessy AlZ|(trust)oh= 20l A 8. wEhA] U7k i &) AlgtolA Fol
WHo 2714 710, & ¥ W = S0l EXote U] F= B8 AT
ol & A F3tty St A2 1 I 2Z(torment) UFA I A=
U= S84 AT,

S AN AL T4 1A H ol TS 8. U 83t Aldol 2t A3
A REXGE e @6]8 Fralo] RS shubddt B Eo] 1k
ot 183 2 YA 9lo] Y(paradise)o| U th. ¥ 2 o}-F-g]
2 7|8 (the greatest pleasure)°|2HE I+ glo] 2= A 2hd WA 2 &3t



A7 EA 9 A Y Y

HZ| kot U= SPEZAE ZHolgt . o] oA s Y= A2 W
7HAE B2l IES Erh=(see) AYUTE OJAH 15 K70 =
U= oA 2 5 AE B2X Q. ‘U= o o4 97 g5yt ot
U 8. P&(faitho] WE7EA= 2 7148, 183, 2= &
Al(assurance)dtal E&(practice)dH U= 183 3A A3 S25UTH

J2B g 4 shbdd A A Q. o] AoloFdE FAle] 1 HIA F(af-
fliction)e]l thet L& 2 H(support) o1& Y| Z(comfor) YU T}

e EAA AT 3 5718 T Ad YT

=:
W RAIE 91 7| = S 9187 e =gyt

THd 9271 2% ohbd 9] A E A5(the exercise of the presence of
GOD)s=H] <sof#thd, 2E 5419 A2 1= Qlof v A3t= 24
8. SPEAA $27F 9E= 371 (purify) 123 AlE AT 5= A
£ ojutg 2 of|A <7t 155 S Y

718 7HA 1L 18A F419 1152 E8l0] oFAL. Y 153 AY
gkl & gkl J8A 7| E5kA| Q. e shbd I A A £ 7 =
FHS AY L, T8-S 93 Y= AR 7HA JAge R Fol49.
FAlo] &2kt uf 18-S of|ufjelil(adore) Wl 1A FA AFAIS =
Al]. 18a1 FAlo] 71 aEA#E woj A& of g2 7HA| A (eto] 7} of



WA 5b%) 189 ASRE Z(His holy wil)oll W2A(con-
formable) sigetal 7HYsHAIR. e |6t 7| =24 T
AZEEE L EEY

SPEAA S8 18ARE AEsh] 3 o2 S 7HA
T AAEYD o | di= S AA Al E71AA 8. 13t
7t 283 ) A3 AGA7|A] g 23 WE(faith)Tho], ¢
2] 9] W E(support)0] & 2743| shidS It A9 7]z
(the foundation of our confidence)7} =l o{oF gt}

U sPE AN U o 2A A sk Al (dispose) & A &
Yt SRR s A FEFU S AE BF 152 F 1
A=d], 7FF AA3 T8 (the severest discipline) Eof upg:
U= | EE AFE= 7|8 (oy)°] UF & U A 36t o

S J=PYrt.

FA19 Y22 FEZ YA v g2t shibdA REEE 1
AR U= W 29RKweakness)& W& 2 ¢ gy 11
AN & 4 Eolgte S A UH & AT Aol ol &
% 71 A3k AlH(the most wretched man)o] € XX 8.
SEA S SR AN oA UE HUHA 4= QLA REZS YT Y
F(faith), W7} Fopd &= 912 Th2 AR SHAlS o7 g &
olgyth. 2|7} WA 18-S WA (forsake) P+= 7, 18-
A3 25 A A FoAlt= 2 (conviction) TUH .

I83 Hu= 2 T 4 2183 A SAITh 1
0| EA ghol| A A1 7] v Yo W7 Al Sl 7| sk
UE 9l 71 = REEgyh
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How do we YA 7halst

increase 2v] 72 Asle] 71 20]v ] v&-2 o) £l
our wisdom?

s742 B Fohl FHL Qo 422 Fol

o2& ok 0 o] IS Fep 4ol K
F 2=zl Zo] 3718 2oy

5o B0 oAk & Pl ey shid & A HelY
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Fnoding wuight Q===

Chapter 1 = the prefude of Proverbs: the fear of the Lord = the
basis and beginning of knowledae! young people espacially
shauld leam the principles of ife by wderstanding wsdom and
instruction: and we are admonished to fve life n accordance
with God's will, Chapter 2 continues to elsborsta an the benefits
of wisdom, If we want to gan wisdom, wa must seek it. And it

B R B e i
o Y2 UL (2-43)
What should we do to gain
wisdom? (2:2-4}

i seek i1, we will recalve it as s gift from God.

Proverbs 2:1-12

Ty som. if you receive my words and ireasiire up my com-
mandments with you,

2making vour ear attentive to wisdom and inclining your
heart to understanding:

Syes. if vou call out for insight and raise your voice for un-
derstaieding,

4if you seek it like silver and search for it as for idden trea-
sUres,

S then you will understand the fear of the LORD and find the
kmowladge of God

SFor the LORD gives wisdom, from his mouth come
knowledge and understanding;

AHE FRESE BLUIP
(B8}

Fram whom does wisdom
)

@ IJHXI‘7|
=Y 7Y FHE
KtM5] 271504
=SS0 tigt OlsHE
el

© & CHI(ESV/7HeITHE)
B0iet 8128 o _
9goz HRoj =

G gelol 0I0H°.=.”—I'1f.

OFAA A
7 he stores up sound wisdom for the upright; be is a shield 1 6 =20 '—'ng
those who walk in integrity,
e, FHMME HASOI
guarding the paths of justice and watching over the way ol o xoo A
oo MBS HRMSLIT
; ; - =
m:ﬁt&ﬁ:ﬁm righteousniess and justice and AEO Q7|2 MIXOZ
y.every geoapath, - S8 = =
| O o | BISep) ot 3 o
10 for wisdom will come into your heart, and knowledge e i
will be pleasant to your soul; ! = 30| vt = ' J_'I:AEI% ;t -" o|‘|_| |:_|-
11 discretion will watch over you, understanding will guard S
you,

12 defivering vou from the wiy of evil, from men of perven-
ed speech.,

6 S8 30| Ut =5
252 Soll FEHA
oA FAE 452 ML

71 2jn|2 745| SARLICH
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gt One Word

MBH(life)g F2l1
Ol~EXE §F 7RO
U££9| A(sword)s
AIE5t0 Ot &S

=t

x|l A O

24 U gUH

@ T=7|< One Prayer

=
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e

A O =]
UZ=S S

M O
THO T EES AR

— )
d¥ol= 2Hs #EU

© W2 AIGXIE flet 7|
Prayer for Churches
& Pastors

O] o

w3

=9 O
== T

E01Rols

off 7| =2t

= ne Word
B 20| SHek e
Fl o UEE

]

wng e ae
HEE 7IEE 7|BELCH

SR

M 28, JEN
BIESE| BHIZE| TEHE Rl

Klsk= siLiee] HE0Jxt aHof & iapLict

Wisdom is a gift fram God and miest ba saught

BOS| Sl B0 TRYS 2 20, U9 10| Siof ek Bas
Um0l IS S DES 8P B2 SABH eIk JAM SEE o)
5 HH T AR S 0l tHEE DRSO MISkis 20 SolA|
B S2EE HED LSRR H8 30| BEet 2R HEH| =g Y
FaEELIC 700N S22 "00IS0l" iRl DR 0K AHAS07
TSHS0| TLBLIC T WA “Fok 2 ZLICH A48,
28 Pk 2=t AT A OE Rt el el s Bt
£ 0P F2 248 i O1R) SILE0RILICE (01 7:11). Kipke Hoays:
2217} Kaje] DM SfLIE T512 2000} B 2215 00} 510 &
342 220] 2O Ky B M8 4 G Teit 22| AE Eol
0 DJ0f F{ME FapIL| 2| B ArAlS W LIk Rjele) Eas
B LAIDH AIHE BB 07 [l 2] e T,

A2 ATHAE 7| SSsupremeldZE 17| 71 25 78 T Uikl
2l WS G021 T W) Al £5010), IHE W A 7L Y
10T 9 FUD, J2LEEM0 Zitils S0 Rl FAs MB0RHE
), 20| KERILICY 3 SHULE TS XJBEE 28 4 S0k 2l
TR LI o7} ST, M QS 0I0 Kajol TistE 2347 2
Sanc,

The Hebrew word for proverts s ‘mashal” end means *__is the same as.”
It &5 trenslzted-as “parable” and iz &n instuction succingily containg cer—
tain pattems of precepts obsenied in He, In Chingsa, i is &8 JamEun, [t
consists of the word “Jam” which maans " heedls” and "Eun’ which
mians “spaken word.” Combined it means to teach &5 i poking with &
naadle. Facnle with wisdom, nchuding Solomon; deaply observed lite and
discovered ceran pattams existad. Solomon beging Chapter 2 with Wy
son’, fike whan a father admonishes his children, The essence of the sd—
manition is 1 “seak and search.” (2:3-4)

Thers is no parent wha would refuse 1o give & oft 1o & chid who samestly
asks for one, Qur Father in Hegven will give good gifts to those who esk
Him. (Mat 7:11} i we went to gam wisdom, then we mast ask for it and
seek God who is the scurce of wisdom, \We must raise cur voice and we
st seek it & if seaking teasures. Then we will e given wisdorm and
widerstandng, But if we look at curselves, we might be sumnsed that we
s ot sesking or searching for wisdom, s because we do not frest wis—
o &5 & precious Teasure though we know thet we naed wisdom.
Proverbs 47 says that wisdom is supreme: therafore, we sheuld gan un-
darstanding evan though it may cost all you Teve, Wisdom & treasurs and
those who balisve that wil saek, search, and ulimately gain i But at the
same fims, wisdom & givan by God and God s wistom, (23] In otber
‘weortls, we cannot gain wisdom 1f we are sepsreted from God. If we had no
wisdom until now, let us sesk and find tha supreme Eaing and tressu of
‘wisdom a3 we waloome the New Year.
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When the nineteenth king of Southern Judah Jehoiachin was
taken alive from Jerusalem to Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar
the king of Babylon, Ezekiel who was also taken to Babylon
received the call of the LORD in his first vision.

Ezekiel 1:1-10

1In the thirtieth year, in the fourth month, on the fifth day of
the month, as I was among the exiles by the Chebar canal,
the heavens were opened, and I saw visions of God.

2 On the fifth day of the month (it was the fifth year of the ex-
ile of King Jehoiachin),

3 the word of the LORD came to Ezekiel the priest, the son
of Buzi, in the land of the Chaldeans by the Chebar canal,
and the hand of the LORD was upon him there.

4 As I looked, behold, a stormy wind came out of the north,
and a great cloud, with brightness around it, and fire flash-
ing forth continually, and in the midst of the fire, as it were
gleaming metal.

5 And from the midst of it came the likeness of four living
creatures. And this was their appearance: they had a human
likeness,

6 but each had four faces, and each of them had four wings.

7 Their legs were straight, and the soles of their feet were like
the sole of a calf’s foot. And they sparkled like burnished
bronze.

8 Under their wings on their four sides they had human
hands. And the four had their faces and their wings thus:

9 their wings touched one another. Each one of them went
straight forward, without turning as they went.

10 As for the likeness of their faces, each had a human face.
The four had the face of a lion on the right side, the four had
the face of an ox on the left side, and the four had the face of
an cagle.
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In the vision, what kind of
faces did the four animals
have? (1:10)
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In the vision, what kind of
shape was the figure sitting
on the throne above the ex-
panse? (1:26)
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People who believed in God experienced dreams and visions:
Abraham (Gen. 15), Jacob (Gen. 28), Joseph (Gen. 37), Daniel and
Ezekiel, Jesus’ father Joseph (Matt. 2), Peter (Acts 10), Paul (Acts
16), Apostle John (Rev.), etc. Sometimes even those who don’t
even believe in God experienced dreams and visions: Pharaoh
(Gen. 12), Abimelech (Gen. 20), and Nebuchadnezzar (Dan. 2).
There seems to be two types of people who experience dreams
and visions from God: (1) those who become the instrument of God
to deliver the will of God to neighbors upon realizing the presence
of God, and (2) those who receive the warning to immediately stop
what they are doing.

Through these experiences people gained opportunities for new
life. However, there were people who returned to their lifestyle be-
fore they experienced the will of God and some who fell into false
dreams (Jer. 29: 8). Ezekiel experienced mysterious visions given
by God, listened to His Word, was led by His hand, and became an
instrument of God to deliver His message (1:3).

The Word and the hand of God were recorded for believers of
present generations. This gives opportunities for all generations to
have new life and reasons to take hold of the Word of the Scripture.
Brothers and sisters in Christ, take hold of the Scripture and be led
by God. In the midst of that, you will receive dreams and visions as
a gift.
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God showed Ezekiel the scroll that had the recorded word of
God’s judgment for the descendants of Israel who became
the prisoners (Ezek. 2). God ordered Ezekiel to eat the scroll
that contained the Word of God. God was telling Ezekiel to
awaken the tribes of Israel with the Word of God. But, God
allowed Ezekiel to open his mouth only at a designated time
determined by God (Ezek. 3).

Ezekiel 2:8-3:7

8 “But you, son of man, hear what I say to you. Be not rebel-
lious like that rebellious house; open your mouth and eat
whatI give you.”

9 And when I looked, behold, a hand was stretched out to me,
and behold, a scroll of abook was in it.

10 And he spread it before me. And it had writing on the front
and on the back, and there were written on it words of lamen-
tation and mourning and woe.

1 And he said to me, “Son of man, eat whatever you find
here. Eat this scroll, and go, speak to the house of Israel.”

2So I opened my mouth, and he gave me this scroll to eat.

3 And he said to me, “Son of man, feed your belly with this
scroll that I give you and fill your stomach with it.”Then I ate
it, and it was in my mouth as sweet as honey.

4 And he said to me, “Son of man, go to the house of Israel
and speak with my words to them.

5 For you are not sent to a people of foreign speech and a
hard language, but to the house of Israel--

6not to many peoples of foreign speech and a hard language,
whose words you cannot understand. Surely, if I sent you to
such, they would listen to you.

7 But the house of Israel will not be willing to listen to you,
for they are not willing to listen to me: because all the house
of Israel have a hard forehead and a stubborn heart.
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From God’s point of view,
what was the Israelites’ con—
dition? (2:3-4)

O|AZtH WME2 SHLIEHS &
2 OZA istLIR? (377)
How did Israelites treat the
Word of God? (3:7)
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As God gave His word of judgment to Ezekiel, He also ordered
Ezekiel to awaken Israel. Ezekiel could not talk because his tongue
was stuck to the roof of his mouth but when God spoke, his tongue
was released so that he could open his mouth to speak. The rea-
son that Ezekiel's mouth was made shut was because God wanted
to make sure that Ezekiel was “unable to rebuke them.” (3:26)
Ezekiel knew the plan of God’s judgment and he was given the
duty to awaken the lsraglites to their wickedness, but it was God’s
careful consideration to ensure Ezekiel would not play God himself.
Because Moses blocked the glory of the LORD when he rebuked
the people asking for water during the Exodus (Num. 20), he was
denied entry into the land of Canaan. Wasn't that the reason why
Ezekiel was silenced? Because God did not want Ezekiel to suc-
cumb to the same temptation?

A newly coined phrase “Ggil Ggi Bba Bba” generally means “mind
your business” and carries a negative connotation toward people
who meddle with others’ business uninvited. It means “meddle
selectively, withdraw selectively.” As God gave us a mission He
gave a clear guide —an honest “Ggil Ggil Bba Bba”. Therefore as we
live by the Word of God, we should not try to block the glory of
God or try to climb to the seat occupied by God “by rebuking oth-
ers.” | pray that today we should all practice the biblical “Ggil Ggi
Bba Bba.”
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As God declares judgment, He requires Ezekiel to perform
acts symbolizing the Israelites carrying the burdens of their
sins (Ezek. 4). God also reveals a detailed method of judg-
ment and the miserable situation to be brought by His judg-
ment (Ezek. ).

Ezekiel 4:16-17, 5:11-16

16 Moreover, he said to me, “Son of man, behold, I will
break the supply of bread in Jerusalem. They shall eat bread
by weight and with anxiety, and they shall drink water by
measure and in dismay.

17T will do this that they may lack bread and water, and look
at one another in dismay, and rot away because of their pun-
ishment.

11 Therefore, as I live, declares the Lord GOD, surely, be-
cause you have defiled my sanctuary with all your detestable
things and with all your abominations, therefore I will with-
draw.My eye will not spare, and I will have no pity.

12 A third part of you shall die of pestilence and be consumed
with famine in your midst; a third part shall fall by the sword
all around you; and a third part I will scatter to all the winds
and will unsheathe the sword after them.

13 “Thus shall my anger spend itself, and I will vent my fury
upon them and satisfy myself. And they shall know that  am
the LORD--that I have spoken in my jealousy--when I spend
my fury upon them.

14 Moreover, I will make you a desolation and an object of
reproach among the nations all around you and in the sight
of all who pass by.

15 You shall be a reproach and a taunt, a warning and a hor-
ror, to the nations all around you, when I execute judgments
on you in anger and fury, and with furious rebukes--I am the
LORD; I have spoken--

16 when I send against youthe deadly arrows of famine, ar-
rows for destruction, which I will send to destroy you, and
when I bring more and more famine upon you and break
your supply of bread.
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Ezekiel performed acts sym—
bolizing the people of Israel
carrying the burdens of their
sins. How long did they sin in
front of God? (4:4-6)

SILEETHA K[&oHAl Of =4k
(E2Chol &= FHUTtQ?
(5:11)

What was the sin of Jerusa—
lem (southern Judah) that
God pointed out? (5:11)

35



rot

ML O Op
ol
ol

r

o

B

=y

Lo
ols

N
<

[l
T

ob

a
ol
mjo

537 |E One Prayer

=X =]
s FuE
AlXS ol
S R
st=
HEE 7

wa|et AIHRES 215t 7| =
Prayer for Churches & Pastors

36

A9 919 21 Voices from The Hill
“2HH[=(Lt =) ZO|X|---”
“To mention Latte (My Time)---”

O] A2t S0 QF£0| Y-7HAOtO = S01717] F0i| HOre| 4= O
YLIC} eSS LR E Ok AT & Y== At 20| 52= 80 =
O7h=0 2R3t O 2 KIS ALILE SAl0, 2S0] =0l A 7142
TiHfet ASS HIEEM 2 47 2 A2 70 033 ERAKIL. of
K| O|Lf = Fote| &0IM 718 28t A0| TPt 2AS0| Ot HE
NS UL H<0|, ohso Tt HiF2t7|S HOM, UokA| e
HME HE XS SSUE oS MU

0|2t Z2 MSS Soll, 0|A2tH MES2 AIZ0] HOZ Af= A0] Of
L2, osetef oM L= UHOR Al= A2 =8 LASLITHA 8
F). 20, B0 7A L2tE 0121 HHAN sttge| 7+ 5238t 712
S AAXIQ. 22 M 0] AtA MHS2 SHLIHO T AWME LAlS
Ol=[5t= &'C = AoFZLCY,

Fore| met 20| SAEE)0| HEH St w50| ofd, ‘el =
M2 M SUCL S EMHAE 015 XIASHLICE idf, K220] HE
St = EM(URN7H B E A= A'S HORTHH, SiLEHM= of
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Before the people of Israel entered the promised land Canaan, they
lived in the desert. Some of them may have considered the difficult
life in the desert as a prerequisite to entering the promised land
where milk and honey were flowing. At the same time, as they
looked at valuables taken from Egypt they comforted themselves
by dreaming about the good life ahead. However, they quickly real-
ized that it was not valuables but food that was most precious in
the desert. Furthermore, they experienced a supply of food without
labor as they ate manna from heaven and quails. Through these
experiences, the people of Israel were trained to learn that people
do not live on bread alone but on the Word that comes from the
mouth of the LORD (Deut. 8).

But they had forgotten the most important teachings of God as
they settled in Canaan after the desert. That was why they contin—
ued to “live life depending on food” even prior to the judgment of
God. As if in the desert, they focused on food (materials) rather
than the Word of God. In other words, they paid attention to “mat—
ters of livelihood.”

God wants to point this out. If your focus on current problems is
not consistent with “living on the Word of God,” you should re-
member that God may also disrupt your life.
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The Sovereign LORD destroyed high places in Israel. The
altars in high places and idols would be destroyed and the
people of Israel would be punished in front of them (Ezek.
6). Calamity would come down on the land of Israel and the
detestable idols throughout the land would be destroyed.
Through judgment God declared, “They will know that | am
the LORD.” (Ezek. 7)

Ezekiel 7:5-13

5“Thus says the Lord GOD: Disaster after disaster! Behold,
itcomes.

6 An end has come; the end has come; it has awakened
against you. Behold, it comes.

7 Your doom has come to you, O inhabitant of the land. The
time has come; the day is near, a day of tumult, and not of
joyful shouting on the mountains.

8 Now I will soon pour out my wrath upon you, and spend
my anger against you, and judge you according to your
ways, and [ will punish you for all your abominations.

2 And my eye will not spare, nor will I have pity. [ will pun-
ish you according to your ways, while your abominations
are in your midst. Then you will know that I am the LORD,
who strikes.

10 “Behold, the day! Behold, it comes! Your doom has
come; the rod has blossomed; pride has budded.

11 Violence has grown up into a rod of wickedness. None
of them shall remain, nor their abundance, nor their wealth;
neither shall there be preeminence among them.

12 The time has come; the day has arrived. Let not the buyer
rejoice, nor the seller mourn, for wrath is upon all their mul-
titude.

13 For the seller shall not return to what he has sold, while
they live. For the vision concerns all their multitude; it shall
not turn back; and because of his iniquity, none can maintain
his life.
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SiLHES] 41Tl Alopede Xt
S| 9gte 2ole?
(6:8-10)

What is the role of those
who are spared by the judg—
ment of God? (6:8-10)

ALl Z|oto| CHSt SOl T
Z2 2727 (7:13)

(&, 2 6:23)

What is the judgment of God
against the sins of people?
(7:13)

(Refer to Rom. 6:23)
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The “high place” was literally a high place — which was believed to
be closer to heaven — and was a place where people expected to
encounter some kind of divine existence. Such high places were
built in the midst of gentile culture but the people of Israel accepted
the culture of high places. That was why God treated the high
places the same as idols and passed judgment against them.

|dol faith began as a mindset that an idol god will definitely accept
my worship service. Idol faith is also based on a selfish faith that
the idol god is the real god who solves all the problems of my life.
The existence of God is defined as they please. Even among the
Israelites, such faith existed. To those people, God decided to
prove the existence of God in the “midst of judgment.” Answers to
questions like “What does it mean to be near to God?” and “What
does it mean to have the presence of God?” became known to
them through life and death.

“Your people will fall slain among you” (6:7), “I will surely repay you
for your conduct” (7:4, 9), and “Not one of them will preserve his
life” (7:13). Through these life and death experiences God let them
know of His existence and taught them to face God with awe and
fear. Judgment is not only the price to pay for sins but also a means
to clearly witness the character of God as well as a process to un—
derstand the grace of God through those who received the grace
of being spared judgment (6:8). Know that the judgment of God
exists and live another day in awe of God.
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God showed Ezekiel the second vision. Though Ezekiel was
in Babylon, through the vision God showed the temple of
Jerusalem full of idols: the jealous idol, idol murals, Tammuz,
and the sun god.

Ezekiel 8:5-13

5 Then he said to me, “Son of man, lift up your eyes now to-
ward the north.” So I lifted up my eyes toward the north, and
behold, north of the altar gate, in the entrance, was this im-
age of jealousy.

6 And he said to me, “Son of man, do you see what they are
doing, the great abominations that the house of Israel are
committing here, to drive me far from my sanctuary? But
you will see still greater abominations.”

7 And he brought me to the entrance of the court, and when I
looked, behold, there was a hole in the wall.

8Then he said to me, “Son of man, dig in the wall.” So I dug
inthe wall, and behold, there was an entrance.

9 And he said to me, “Go in, and see the vile abominations
that they are committing here.”

10 So I went in and saw. And there, engraved on the wall all
around, was every form of creeping things and loathsome
beasts, and all the idols of the house of Israel.

11 And before them stood seventy men of the elders of the
house of Israel, with Jaazaniah the son of Shaphan standing
among them. Each had his censer in his hand, and the smoke
of the cloud of incense went up.

12 Then he said to me, “Son of man, have you seen what the
elders of the house of Israel are doing in the dark, each in his
room of pictures? For they say, “The LORD does not see us,
the LORD has forsaken the land.”

13 He said also to me, “You will see still greater abomina-
tions that they commit.”

AIE0| 7t53 YS deto=
HOJEl A= FA0Q?
6%)

What was the result of de—
testable things that people
did? (8:6)

SILIEH M= 7t5 5t "E'% %‘!3}
= 0|2 0{Z/
(18"*)

How did God deal with those
people who did detestable
things? (8:18)

E
ell
;)—
%
~

43



g 99 &g Voices from The Hill

rot
=
ol

=13 One Word

ZY O 20| S4ot7| Llah = oa|= =

QL =l 5t ame 0{S 2t 22|Z 2 X| OfL|SHLICE?

2RALIC The Sovereign LORD is not watching us?
ROl 01S0F71 2ut O FAH HO| AFRMS0| HHHMEC 2 Saj7t A%
0| A, O A HOf| ZA4ZI 0|52 AAZ AOHLOLOF & LICH HAHEI
O|AZIUO| H2S2 (IS} SILIEMIA O|AZIAES MOMH 0|AZIAS
SEX| §LON710| FRCI7E 02{Z0] A3HCH HZLICE 24N, HEHel &
ZO|M HEQ 242 H717] AIRFRILICE
0= Had| Q42 M7|= H7t OfLASLICE “RESIA|= St
4:2)° LHXIBOZ QASH MOl Q42 A2 Z0|X|Q. “SLIEHA 2
2|E SEX| §LOAIL, SHLIEZ RALRt A HAM 22|12 SHA| SR
2t 0h32| WSOIRASLICE MM 52 ZHA HFAE 2ol o=t
Uat MOl SO0 EfYQ AS SHigt Y B 7HEeH LI, 0|2{5t
HSO|= “LIE LISH= Al0[2HH T 0 AOJ2t= MFC2h= O01Z0] Q!
QA ALICE 0|2{3F 012 W0, SHLtEMH A= WASO| FEXZ0|E
SEGK| ALt SHYLICE
SILIES 301 Fot= BE =740 22/2 O0+Z0] ‘Lt &7] oA XIF2t

271X one Prayer ?IEFE ’é.*ﬂEFE_éI’SOI EEE, EH-PE.'?HME %EG‘RI 95*9%', ALt

oL xmAlamoz SHLIEHIA QIHR| LOA|=, Aot M (A 51:17), ‘Bt XI2[(Q 4:24),

= TU 2= Oy = S 0= ) = =
AHES 9|3t TS J2|7 SHLiES 7|HAA ot= RS (5] 11:6)2 22t StLEEHA SES &
st2xl 7|22 7|28t = o271 ElHAIR.

As King Jehoiachin of Judah and the people of Jerusalem were
taken to Babylon, the people who escaped had to survive by them—
selves. The elders of Israel who were left behind believed that God
had left Israel and southern Judah was in trouble because God did
not take care of Israel. So they began worshipping the idol of jeal-
ousy at the northern end of the temple. This was not mere worship
of idols. They found a look-alike idol as a substitute for the “‘Jealous
God” (Deut. 4:2).
[t was an act of a mind reflecting, “Since God has abandoned us,
let us serve a look-alike god who will take care of us.” It was de-
testable that they lamented for Tammuz near the northern gate of
the temple and they worshipped the sun god in the courtyard of
the temple. But what was even worse was the mindset behind
their act that “Any god is acceptable as long as that god will help
us.” Because of this mindset, God refused to answer the cries of
the people.
If our mindset when we seek and implore God was “I| would take
hold of even a slight thread in order to survive,” the Sovereign
Prayer for Churches & Pastors LORD would not answer our cries. | hope that today will be a day
OS], R A when our LQBD wo.uld answer the cries of our “bl;ok'en heart” (Ps.
oo 2 Wz si023] ATHHWN) 51:17), “in spirit and in truth .(John 4:24), and with “faith that pleas—
ol es God” (Heb. 11: 6). God will not turn away from those cries.
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As God passed judgment on Jerusalem, He separated those
who would receive mercy from those who would not. A mark
would be placed on the forehead of those who grieved and
lamented as they watched the detestable things done by the
people of Israel and they were spared (Ezek. 9). Ezekiel again
witnessed the same figures he saw in the first vision (Ezek. 10).

Ezekiel 9:3-11

3 Now the glory of the God of Israel had gone up from the
cherub on which it rested to the threshold of the house. And
he called to the man clothed in linen, who had the writing
case at his waist.

4 And the LORD said to him, “Pass through the city, through
Jerusalem, and put a mark on the foreheads of the men who
sigh and groan over all the abominations that are committed
init.”

5 And to the others he said in my hearing, “Pass through the
city after him, and strike. Your eye shall not spare, and you
shall show no pity.

6 Kill old men outright, young men and maidens, little chil-
dren and women, but touch no one on whom is the mark.
And begin at my sanctuary.” So they began with the elders
who were before the house.

7 Then he said to them, “Defile the house, and fill the courts
with the slain. Go out.” So they went out and struck in the

city.

8 And while they were striking, and [ was left alone, I fell up-
onmy face, and cried, “Ah, Lord GOD! Will you destroy all
the remnant of Israel in the outpouring of your wrath on Je-
rusalem?”

9 Then he said to me, “The guilt of the house of Israel and Ju-
dah is exceedingly great. The land is full of blood, and the
city full of injustice. For they say, “The LORD has forsaken
the land, and the LORD does not see.’

10 As for me, my eye will not spare, nor will I have pity; I
will bring their deeds upon their heads.”

11 And behold, the man clothed in linen, with the writing
case at his waist, brought back word, saying, “I have done as
you commanded me.”
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oL HAMM 2E, 72 &
Ef AITHO| A|ZIE|ALIR? (9:6)
From where and from whom
did the judgment start? (9:6)

UASNL?
What kind of clothes did the
people of God who execute
God’s order wear and what
meaning do they have? (9:2,
11; 10:6)
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God ordered the destruction of Israel. At this moment those who
realized the detestable things done in Israel grieved and mourned
and they received a special mark on their foreheads and were
spared from destruction. As the judgment was about to start, Eze—
kiel fell face down and cried out to God, “Ah Sovereign LORD! Are
you going to destroy the entire remnant of Israel in this outpouring
of your wrath on Jerusalem?” (9:8)

This reminds us of Abraham pleading with God not to pass judg-
ment on Sodom and Gomorrah for fear that the righteous might be
swept away with the wicked at the time of judgment. We are also
reminded of when Aaron and the people of Israel worship the
golden calf they produced, and God wanted to destroy the people.
Moses implored God, “Turn from your fierce anger; relent and do
not bring disaster on your people.” (Exod. 32:12)

Who could boast righteousness before the judgment of God? But
the minds of those who grieved and mourned before God’s judg—
ment and the minds that implored God not to pass judgment and to
turn from His fierce anger were recognized as “humble minds of
Jesus” in the eyes of God. This was the mind of Jesus when he
was dying on the cross, “Father, forgive them.” (Luke 23:34) God
does not change His mind easily. However, when we help our
neighbors with “faith expressing itself through love” (Gal. 5:6), the
mercy of God will come upon us.
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Those who remained in Jerusalem during the second taking
of prisoners by Babylon became wicked because of their
greed for power. God is giving His forewarning of judgment
to them. On the other hand, God declares restoration to the
people of Israel who were captured and taken to Babylon.

Ezekiel 11:1-10

1 The Spirit lifted me up and brought me to the east gate of
the house of the LORD, which faces east. And behold, at the
entrance of the gateway there were twenty-five men. And [
saw among them Jaazaniah the son of Azzur, and Pelatiah
the son of Benaiah, princes of the people.

2 And he said to me, “Son of man, these are the men who de-
vise iniquity and who give wicked counsel in this city;

3 who say, ‘The time is not near to build houses. This city is
the cauldron, and we are the meat.’

4 Therefore prophesy against them, prophesy, O son of

tE)

man.

5 And the Spirit of the LORD fell upon me, and he said to
me, “Say, Thus says the LORD: So you think, O house of Is-
rael. For [ know the things that come into your mind.

6 You have multiplied your slain in this city and have filled
its streets with the slain.

7 Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: Your slain whom you
have laid in the midst of it, they are the meat, and this city is
the cauldron, but you shall be brought out of the midst of it.

8You have feared the sword, and I will bring the sword upon
you, declares the Lord GOD.

2 And I will bring you out of the midst of it, and give you into
the hands of foreigners, and execute judgments upon you.

10 You shall fall by the sword. I will judge you at the border
of Israel, and you shall know that I am the LORD.
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How did God deal with those
who did not fear God but

feared the sword? (11:10)
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What did the LORD promise
to be to the people who were
taken to Babylon as prison—
ers? (11:16) What meaning
does this have? (11:19-21)
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Using the parable “The hot meat in the cooking pot cannot be
touched,” Jaazaniah and Pelatiah who were left behind in Jerusa—
lem said that Jerusalem and those left behind would be safe. This
parable is similar to the prophecy given by Jeremiah (Jer. 1:13-15).
Thus, biblical scholars assert that Ezekiel must have heard the dec-
laration of Jeremiah (during the reign of King Josiah of Judah) and
was influenced by Jeremiah. However, this proves that the will of
God was consistent and unchanging from Jeremiah until Ezekiel's
time.
Northern Israel was already destroyed by Assyria and southern Ju—
dah was about to be destroyed by Babylon. God decided on the
destruction of the people of Israel and said that they would be tak—
en to Babylon (Jer. 38). That is, God had planned the journey of
restoration through their life without a nation and as prisoners of
Babylon. Those left behind in Jerusalem had to go through the
same process of painful and thorough meditation about being
abandoned.
However, Jaazaniah, Pelatiah, and those left behind in Jerusalem
Prayer for Churches & Pastors had their own dream instead of life that God had planned for them.
They strayed from the divine law and chose life far from the life of
children of God. Even in the midst of tribulation, there is a “divine
way” that we must seek and find. | pray that you will find the way
that God has planned and walk that way.
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God told Ezekiel to pack their belongings for exile. And upon
sunset, God told him to walk to another place like a person
going into exile. Through Ezekiel God declares to the people
that the judgment of God will be fulfilled.

Ezekiel 12:8-16

8In the morning the word of the LORD came to me:

9 “Son of man, has not the house of Israel, the rebellious
house, said to you, “What are you doing?’

10 Say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD: This oracle con-
cernsthe prince in Jerusalem and all the house of Israel who
areinit.’

11 Say, ‘lam a sign for you: as I have done, so shall it be done
to them. They shall go into exile, into captivity.’

12 And the prince who is among them shall lift his baggage
upon his shoulder at dusk, and shall go out. They shall dig
through the wall to bring him out through it. He shall cover
his face, that he may not see the land with his eyes.

13 And I will spread my net over him, and he shall be taken
in my snare. And [ will bring him to Babylon, the land of the
Chaldeans, yet he shall not see it, and he shall die there.

14 And I will scatter toward every wind all who are around
him, his helpers and all his troops, and I will unsheathe the
sword after them.

15 And they shall know that I am the LORD, when I disperse
them among the nations and scatter them among the coun-
tries.

16 But [ will let a few of them escape from the sword, from
famine and pestilence, that they may declare all their abom-
inations among the nations where they go, and may know
that am the LORD.”
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What are the types of judg—
ment permitted by God?
(12:11)
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What was the reaction of
God toward those who had
doubts about the judgment

of God? (12:28)
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Believers believe that the world is under the sovereignty of God.
Good or bad, the world is under the control of God. Today’s scrip-
ture shows how the control of the world by God is witnessed and
at the same time also shows the character of God. First, God fore—
tells the people. Through Ezekiel God showed the people what ex—
iled life would look like. Hence, God gave the people to be judged
an opportunity to reflect on their own life (12:3).

Second, God lets everyone know. The judgment of God declared
through Ezekiel was affirmed by those who were facing imminent
death (12:13), was affirmed by those who were dispersed and
scattered into gentile countries (12:15), and was affirmed by the
confession of those who were spared and left behind (12:16). In the
midst of facing death and in the midst of various tribulations, God
made all people confess that they are all under the control of the
Sovereign LORD.

Third, God thoroughly executes His plan. God declared His Word
will be fulfilled without any deviation (12:28). Regardless of circum—
stances and situations, God shows that His Word will be fulfilled.
Through all these processes, God shows to all people that He is
who He is. | pray that we all start accepting the sovereignty of our
LORD today.
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God pointed out false prophets and foolish teachers. God
pointed out the falsehood of those prophets who did not
listen to the Word of God or prophesied following only their
own spirit and their own will.

Ezekiel 13:8-16

8 Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: “Because you have ut-
tered falsehood and seen lying visions, therefore behold, I
am against you, declares the Lord GOD.

2 My hand will be against the prophets who see false visions
and who give lying divinations. They shall not be in the
council of my people, nor be enrolled in the register of the
house of Israel, nor shall they enter the land of Israel. And
you shall know that I am the Lord GOD.

10 Precisely because they have misled my people, saying,
‘Peace,” when there is no peace, and because, when the peo-
ple build a wall, these prophets smear it with whitewash,

11 say to those who smear it with whitewash that it shall fall!
There will be a deluge of rain, and you, O great hailstones,
will fall, and a stormy wind break out.

12 And when the wall falls, will it not be said to you, ‘Where
is the coating with which you smeared it?’

13 Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: [ will make a stormy
wind break out in my wrath, and there shall be a deluge of
rain in my anger, and great hailstones in wrath to make a full
end.

14 And I will break down the wall that you have smeared
with whitewash, and bring it down to the ground, so that its
foundation will be laid bare. When it falls, you shall perish in
the midst of it, and you shall know that [ am the LORD.

15 Thus will I spend my wrath upon the wall and upon those
who have smeared it with whitewash, and I will say to you,
The wall is no more, nor those who smeared it,

16 the prophets of Israel who prophesied concerning Jeru-
salem and saw visions of peace for her, when there was no
peace, declares the Lord GOD.
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The false word spoken upon the people of Israel was, “Peace,
when there was no peace” (13:10). Though the judgment of God
was declared through the prophets, the so—called false prophets
proclaimed their word following only their own spirit and their mind.
Why did they do it? Was there bad intention? Or maybe there was
good intention? Or weren't there people who believed that true
peace existed? God was forewarning the false teachers and de—
clared that He Himself would save His own people.

We sometimes say words of comfort and encouragement. At this
moment, we need to remember that there is a danger if our words
of comfort and encouragement arise from our own mind. “The
heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure - (Jer. 17:9).
Also we should remember that our conscience may be corrupted (1
Cor. 87, 1 Tim. 4:2, Titus 1:15). Even our comfort and encourage—
ment should be shared with the Word of God in our prayers, and if
we cannot comfort with the Word of the Scripture, we need to do
it with care. Otherwise contrary to our good intention, we will be—
come false prophets in front of God. Every moment in our life, |
pray that we will be saved from falsehood and not follow just our
own mind and spirit.
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The elders of Israel exiled in Babylon came to Prophet Eze-
kiel to find out what would happen in the future. God pointed
out the idols in the elders’ hearts and told them that each
would be judged according to their sins and each would be
saved according to their righteousness. Even if Noah, Daniel,
or Job were alive, there would be no exception.

Ezekiel 14:1-8

1 Then certain of the elders of Israel came to me and sat be-
fore me.

2 And the word of the LORD came to me:

3 “Son of man, these men have taken their idols into their
hearts, and set the stumbling block of their iniquity before
their faces. Should I indeed let myself be consulted by them?

4 Therefore speak to them and say to them, Thus says the
Lord GOD: Any one of the house of Israel who takes his
idols into his heart and sets the stumbling block of his iniqui-
ty before his face, and yet comes to the prophet, I the LORD
will answer him as he comes with the multitude of his idols,

5 that I may lay hold of the hearts of the house of Israel, who
are all estranged from me through their idols.

6 “Therefore say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord
GOD: Repent and turn away from your idols, and turn away
your faces from all your abominations.

7 For any one of the house of Israel, or of the strangers who
sojourn in Israel, who separates himself from me, taking his
idols into his heart and putting the stumbling block of his in-
iquity before his face, and yet comes to a prophet to consult
me through him, I the LORD will answer him myself.

8 And I will set my face against that man; I will make him a
sign and a byword and cut him off from the midst of my peo-
ple, and you shall know that I am the LORD.
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How could those who serve
idols escape from the retri—
bution of God? (14:6)

SILIEHN 242 d7I= 01
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What means of retribution
does God apply to those who
serve idols? (14:21)
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God does not forgive idols, and idols are all man—made objects set
up by man. Thus God said, “Israelites set up idols in their hearts
and put wicked stumbling blocks before their faces.” Idols include
all man-made objects: (1) people keep things that are not the will
of God in their hearts, (2) those things are kept in front of them,
and (3) all acts of praying for fulfillment of the idolatrous objects.

In other words, as soon as | begin to act as if “l| am the master of
myself,” | begin to serve an idol. God knew what the elders had in
mind. Perhaps the elders came to Ezekiel hoping to hear what they
wished to hear. But God said to the elders, “I will answer in keeping
with his great idolatry” (14:4). In other words, “I will punish you in
accordance with the wicked minds you yourselves possess.” If we
utter and act for ourselves with the mindset of “l am my own mas-
ter” even if for something minor, it will be exposed to God.
Furthermore, God’s grace and mercy are gifts from God when we
fear God. They are not gifts that we had previously consigned with
God to be claimed by us. Who has given us time, health, and ma—
terials? Who do they belong to? Please meditate on this.
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The Lord uses a metaphor to point out the false optimism
of Israel and the abomination of living a sinful life with the
things of the Lord. The metaphors that the Lord uses is the
metaphor of “a useless ving” and “an adulteress wife.”

Ezekiel 16:15-22, 34, 47

15 “But you trusted in your beauty and played the whore be-
cause of your renown and lavished your whorings on any
passerby; your beauty became his.

16 You took some of your garments and made for yourself
colorful shrines, and on them played the whore. The like has
never been, nor ever shall be.

17 You also took your beautiful jewels of my gold and of my
silver, which I had given you, and made for yourself images
of men, and with them played the whore.

18 And you took your embroidered garments to cover them,
and set my oil and my incense before them.

19 Also my bread that I gave you--I fed you with fine flour
and oil and honey--you set before them for a pleasing aroma;
and so it was, declares the Lord GOD.

20 And you took your sons and your daughters, whom you
had borne to me, and these you sacrificed to them to be de-
voured. Were your whorings so small a matter

21 that you slaughtered my children and delivered them up
as an offering by fire to them?

22 And in all your abominations and your whorings you did
not remember the days of your youth, when you were naked
and bare, wallowing in your blood.

34 So you were different from other women in your whor-
ings. No one solicited you to play the whore, and you gave
payment, while no payment was given to you, therefore you
were different.

47 Not only did you walk in their ways and do according to
their abominations; within a very little
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Reflect on the meaning of
Ezekiel 15:5.

SILYEHIN ot = A2 Of
M IZ017t27? (16:59-63)
What is God'’s judgment like?
(16:59-63)
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“| am my master” is a thinking that views one’s mind, one’s body,
one’s time and one’s possessions as one’s own. Would you be sur—
prised if you were told that such thinking is pregnant with an idola—
trous thinking? If so, then you probably were also surprised as you
read Ezekiel 16:1-14 because, in that scripture, we meet a God
who is more about jealousy and revenge than kind.

In fact, God is a jealous God. The word “jealous” in Hebrew is “‘ga—
nna,” which means being jealous emotionally as well as being zeal-
ous. So we can interpret God’s jealousy as being zealous for the
people of Israel. However, the people of Israel began to cheapen
God’s zeal (love) for them. Not only they disobeyed God'’s will, they
also behaved in ways that were hard to accept even by the people
of this world. They started out as narcissistic (16:15) but ended up
destroying themselves without any purpose or meaning (16:34).

As what the Israelites did was unacceptable even in the eyes of
the gentiles, the Lord decides to bring restoration through judge—
ment and placing shame on them. And the Lord says that this kind
of restoration will also take place in Sodom as well as in Samaria.
Today’s scripture shows us that when the “self” becomes its ulti-
mate focus, the final end will be the loss of the self and even its
humanity.
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God gives the words of judgment using a parable of an eagle
(17:1-10). God says that Israel will meet its end at the hands
of Babylon while looking to Egypt for deliverance (17:11-21)
and God also describes God’s plan (17:22-24).

Ezekiel 17:17-24

17 Pharaoh with his mighty army and great company will not
help him in war, when mounds are cast up and siege walls
built to cut off many lives.

18 He despised the oath in breaking the covenant, and be-
hold, he gave his hand and did all these things; he shall not
escape.

19 Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: As I live, surely it is
my oath that he despised, and my covenant that he broke. I
will return it upon his head.

20 [ will spread my net over him, and he shall be taken in my
snare, and I will bring him to Babylon and enter into judg-
ment with him there for the treachery he has committed
against me.

21 And all the pick of his troops shall fall by the sword, and
the survivors shall be scattered to every wind, and you shall
know that I am the LORD; I have spoken.”

22 Thus says the Lord GOD: “I myself will take a sprig from
the lofty top of the cedar and will set it out. I will break off
from the topmost of its young twigs a tender one, and I my-
selfwill plant it on a high and lofty mountain.

23 On the mountain height of Israel will I plant it, that it may
bear branches and produce fruit and become a noble cedar.
And under it will dwell every kind of bird; in the shade of its
branches birds of every sort will nest.

24 And all the trees of the field shall know that [ am the
LORD; I bring low the high tree, and make high the low tree,
dry up the green tree, and make the dry tree flourish. I am the
LORD; I have spoken, and [ will doiit.”
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How does the Lord view the
covenant between Babylon
and Judah? (17:18-19)
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What does God's providence
look alike? (17:24)
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In his book, “Obedience,” Pastor John Bevere writes, “Obedience
deals with our actions. Submission deals with the attitude of our
hearts.” He argues that, unless one is guilty of a clear sin, the au-
thority of a leader in the world must be honored and respected be—
cause God has allowed that person to have the authority. In the Bi-
ble, the word “obedience” has the meaning of “giving ear or
carefully listening (discerning God’s will).”

Moreover, since obedience requires action more than thinking and
submission requires attitude, one’s thinking can be conflicted be-
tween the two. The story of Ezekiel Chapter 17 is related to the
story found in Jeremiah Chapter 21 and 1 King Chapter 25 where
king Zedekiah experiences defeat as he tried to negotiate his fate
between Babylon and Egypt. It would have been better for him to
choose ‘obedience” and go to Babylon, listening to God’s Word and
repenting of his sins, rather than trying to negotiate in his mind.
Our world today has become more complex than it was in the past.
There’s lot to process and negotiate in our mind and the world we
live in encourages people to be more calculative. In this kind of
world, we follow God’s plan for our lives through “obedience” and
through “obedience’ live victorious lives. | pray that you will spend
more time studying the Scripture and live a victorious life through
‘obedience.”



o

=Ha A LT
SE. ol, Off<='= 12t ShA| E2ER AR
Journaling with Jesus Ofl=ES MZRiSLIR
" _
0| ZH} Thanks Note A 7= first moment Prayer
o S reading & QT

ol

22 One Word

r

2]
(3]

=7 |5 One Prayer

StLFE S| 0FE, 2419 O+ God's heart & your heart

Cl+~Eat SAok= &S

[l For Walking with Jesus

40

Z2 O 20|, H2| Taking it deeper, further

O

O O o g

facebook @7/29 =0z

77



15

X172 T}

X7 0fjAH =
S0p7f2[2r
(133%)

“His blood will be

on his own head”
(18:13)

E=22 Reading Plan

o]~ Ezekiel
18%

M259%H(S193%)
Ol= MR
S2 O|Z M

0=7|= Opening Prayer
e YS6IAA.
F9| 0| EALIOICE,
Lord, Speak.
Your Servant is Listening

259 & ¥, 0tF EH|

Doing & Being for Today

78

SILIEHAME ROE efet oH0| YoIFH ESotItt. otk|2
HgS2 ottgel AH0| SHoA| MLt Y2oict. &, M=
=9 2= QoA ROVt S ot AL Yziet Z0|Ct
ol0f, stteME 2= 255 oM 2[4 H2|1 Ot5at
B ME o0 Y2l2t SIS Aot HEoHC,

of|AZ 18:19-31

19 e W3] 0] 27]% o} So] o} ofulA|o] 5Z Hs
2] oA SRzt o o] 4ojet 3ol astel W 2
£ 892 A7 W5t gom T vk e}

20 Wgels 1 TS 5942t o 52 ohx|o] Hoje 7
581 oFja 7o) & oA o} 59 RS B el op]
sely oJlo] FOI A]olA| ot ofelof of 4]
oA 2 Soprtelet

21321} ofelo] gel 17} W3t BE HoA SolA Wit o
BE 272 7)1 30loh $0)2 Wobel 9EA] Ay %7 of
U Aol

22 71 3]t 20] SHtE 7]efgto] w7 opfslely 17t
292 Akelet

233 0] 9}0] Wko| e} 7} o] 2 glo] S A 239
< 7]jstek 17} BolA 1 4014 wL A A o} 7]
34 oh st ALk

2449 oelo] 017 1 FOJol A Hu} W3k ofelo] st
= RE 50 dojE delE AL 17 He 2olee
e SR 7]ojgro] w4 oty 17k 1 et sl
FREEEE S

25 121¢) Sl o] 2718 9] o] FHsHA ol st h
Er}oletel &} 5 2Alofc} U o] o7 Bk o]
ShLp 5] 2o Bk ohu Alo] ohjuk

26 519) ololo] 71 $J WL} 2o st L2 Wnleto}
Zoul 1 3t ot 2 Fulolol H = Aol e

27949 ofglo] 1 93k ot WL Holo} FOI5 Ystel 1 o
29 Rt}

28 17} A4 Sobe] 1 1 95 RE FefolA SolA Wyt
o HEA| 811 %] ofjstele} 29 18ie o] Aokl £ 42
o275 59| do| WA opfsir} sHokrt ol 2t £
40} 11| Zdo] o} FH5}A] of]sh 1] o] ZH5H of
gt A ot

30 % o] 5 0}e] Wato|uje} o] Azt Z o} Ut 3] 2} 4}
o] Wk th = ATAIe} U 3]s SolA St BE Ho
A wA|ofct Telgt2 o] vslelA Hote] AgEol o
A opfstejet

31 Us] s} g E HohS v 1 oke 73S A
YAlofef ol ekl £l g7} ofsto] St shLk



The Lord says that His judgment against Judah is just. How-
ever, the people think that the Lord’s judgment is unjust.
They think that Judah is suffering because of the sins of their
ancestors. To this, the Lord tells them to turn away from all
their offenses, get a new heart and a new spirit and do what
is just and right.

Ezekiel 18:19-31

19 “Yet you say, “Why should not the son suffer for the iniquity of
the father?” When the son has done what is just and right, and has
been careful to observe all my statutes, he shall surely live.

20 The soul who sins shall die. The son shall not suffer for the in-
iquity of the father, nor the father suffer for the iniquity of the son.
The righteousness of the righteous shall be upon himself, and the
wickedness of the wicked shall be upon himself.

21 “But if a wicked person turns away from all his sins that he has
committed and keeps all my statutes and does what is just and right,
he shall surely live; he shall not die.

22 None of the transgressions that he has committed shall be re-
membered against him; for the righteousness that he has done he
shall live.

23 Have [ any pleasure in the death of the wicked, declares the Lord
GOD, and not rather that he should turn from his way and live?

24 But when a righteous person turns away from his righteousness
and does injustice and does the same abominations that the wicked
person does, shall he live? None of the righteous deeds that he has
done shall be remembered; for the treachery of which he is guilty
and the sin he has committed, for them he shall die.

25 “Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.” Hear now, O
house of Israel: Is my way not just? Is it not your ways that are not
just?

26 When a righteous person turns away from his righteousness and
does injustice, he shall die for it; for the injustice that he has done he
shall die.

27 Again, when a wicked person turns away from the wickedness
he has committed and does what is just and right, he shall save his
life.

28 Because he considered and turned away from all the transgres-
sions that he had committed, he shall surely live; he shall not die.

29 Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is not just.” O
house of Israel, are my ways not just? Is it not your ways that are
notjust?

30“Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one accord-
ing to his ways, declares the Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all
your transgressions, lest iniquity be your ruin.

31 Castaway from you all the transgressions that you have commit-
ted, and make yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will
youdie, O house of Israel?
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How does the Lord view the
parents as well as the child?
(18:4)

SILYEHIM HESHA= 2=
O 2E0I71Q7? (30-31R)
What is the repentance that

the Lord is looking for?
(18:30-31)
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The people of Judah are complaining about the Lord’s judgement.
It is because they believe that they are being punished for the sins
of their ancestors. When people try to understand something, they
first look for something to use as a standard for their understand—
ing. They probably also needed something to evaluate the Lord’s
judgement.

Even though the Lord is the standard of judgment, they are using
other people as their standard of argument saying, “Our ancestors
are more sinful than we are.” The Lord judges people based on
their individual actions. Also, the Lord’s judgment has two import-
ant characteristics. As stated in verses 22 and 24, the Lord does
not remember any past sins or righteous things. The Hebrew word
“zakhar” means “making a mark, remembering, or commenting.”
There may be others who can be used for comparison. But the
Lord will not “zaw—kar.”

People have the tendency to remember or dwell on the past
wrongs of other people whom they have already forgiven. But the
Lord will never remember the past wrongs. For this reason, the
Lord will always forgive those who come to Him in repentance but
judges even a righteous person when the person turns from his/
her righteousness and commits sin. Let us examine our hearts ev—-
eryday as we remember the Lord who does not remember our
past sins.
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Using lion as a metaphor, the Lord calls for a lament. The
lament sings about the reign of two kings of Judah, Jeho—
ahaz (who dies in Egypt) and Jehoiachin (who is exiled to
Babylon), and their tragic ending.

Ezekiel 19:1-9

1 And you, take up a lamentation for the princes of Israel,

2 and say: What was your mother? A lioness! Among li-
ons she crouched; in the midst of young lions she reared her
cubs.

3 And she brought up one of her cubs; he became a young li-
on, and he learned to catch prey; he devoured men.

4The nations heard about him; he was caught in their pit, and
they brought him with hooks to the land of Egypt.

5 When she saw that she waited in vain, that her hope was
lost, she took another of her cubs and made him a young li-
on.

6 He prowled among the lions; he became a young lion, and
he learned to catch prey; he devoured men,

7 and seized their widows. He laid waste their cities, and the
land was appalled and all who were in it at the sound of his
roaring.

8 Then the nations set against him from provinces on every
side; they spread their net over him; he was taken in their pit.

9 With hooks they put him in a cage and brought him to the
king of Babylon; they brought him into custody, that his
voice should no more be heard on the mountains of Israel.
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Why do you think the Lord
called the people to take up a
lament? (See, Deut. 31:19)
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The animal kingdom is a world of “the Survival of the Fittest.” A
clear food chain exists between different animals who are strong
and weak. This food chain is part of the natural law in the wild. The
principle of the survival of the fittest is at work not only in the ani—
mal kingdom but also in the world of human beings. Do you think
this is a providence of God who created this world? If we under—
stand Isaiah Chapter 11, verse 35 as a picture of heaven, then the
world of the survival of the fittest is clearly not heaven.

According to Ezekiel chapter 19 verse 3 and 6, a lion learned to
“tear the prey and he became a man-eater.” Here, the “man” does
not refer to the people of strong foreign nations. If so, then evil
deeds of Jehoahaz and Jehoiachin were probably directed against
their own people. The Lord described the two kings who couldn’t
stand up to Babylon and Egypt but carried out wicked things to
their own people as “a man—eater.”

One thing to note is that the word ‘goy” that refers to a foreign na-
tion means not only “nation or people but at the same time “a heard
of animals.” Here, the point that we need to consider is that, even
though the Lord created human beings in God's image with power
to discern and carry out God’s will, they have become like “animals”
by straying from God’s will and following evil and wicked ways in
life. Jehoahaz, Jehoiachin and gentile nations degenerate to the
level of being like an animal. We must also consider whether we
will lives as “people” or as “animals”?
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The elders of Israel come to Ezekiel to inquire of Jehovah
God'’s will. Jehovah God tells the people why he gave them
statutes and ordinances and why he gave them the Sabbath
while they were in Egypt. However, the people did not fol-
low God’s guidance and command. Therefore, God said He
would not answer the questions of those who did not follow
his will and profaned the name of Jehovah.

Ezekiel 20:10-13, 38-44

10 So I 'led them out of the land of Egypt and brought them into
the wilderness.

111 gave them my statutes and made known to them my rules,
by which, ifa person does them, he shall live.

12 Moreover, I gave them my Sabbaths, as a sign between me
and them, that they might know that I am the LORD who sanc-
tifies them.

13 But the house of Israel rebelled against me in the wilder-
ness. They did not walk in my statutes but rejected my rules,
by which, if a person does them, he shall live; and my Sabbaths
they greatly profaned. “Then I said I would pour out my wrath
upon them in the wilderness, to make a full end of them.

38 [ will purge out the rebels from among you, and those who
transgress against me. [ will bring them out of the land where
they sojourn, but they shall not enter the land of Israel. Then
youwill know that [ am the LORD.

39 “As for you, O house of Israel, thus says the Lord GOD: Go
serve every one of you his idols, now and hereafter, if you will
not listen to me; but my holy name you shall no more profane
with your gifts and your idols.

40 “For on my holy mountain, the mountain height of Israel, de-
clares the Lord GOD, there all the house of Israel, all of them,
shall serve me in the land. There I will accept them, and there I
will require your contributions and the choicest of your gifts,
with all your sacred offerings.

41 As a pleasing aroma I will accept you, when I bring you out
from the peoples and gather you out of the countries where you
have been scattered. And I will manifest my holiness among
you in the sight of the nations.

42 And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I bring you
into the land of Israel, the country that I swore to give to your fa-
thers.

43 And there you shall remember your ways and all your deeds
with which you have defiled yourselves, and you shall loathe
yourselves for all the evils that you have committed.

44 And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I deal with
you for my name’s sake, not according to your evil ways, nor
according to your corrupt deeds, O house of Israel, declares the
Lord GOD.”
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Why did God give them the
Sabbath? (20:12)

SfLIEH HiHotar HAsHH of
27| SHAILIR?(38%)

If they rebelled against God
and sinned, what did God
do? (20:38)
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God mentioned Israel’s past history. He made known to people in
detail the covenant with Abraham, the Exodus event, and the laws
and commandments given in the wilderness. In Ezekiel 18, God
said he would not remember the past, but in 20:5-26, he made
sure to record the past. However, God did not reflect on the past.
In the hope that they would not become those who repeat the
same sins because they do not remember the past, God revealed
the sins of the past in detail. God made them aware of history so
that they would know who God is.

God promises to welcome those who come to Him once again, re-
alizing divine leading through history, turning their hearts in the
midst of judgment, and promising to make them aware of the holi-
ness of the Lord. Moreover, he has made it clear that those who
have looked through history and realized their sins and have turned
their hearts to God will “hate themselves” (20:43). If you look back
on your past and realize that you are a sinner, you will inevitably
hate sin and have no choice but to come before the name of Jeho-
vah. Do you hate yourself? Don't blame yourself, but come to the

W39 AAXLE [t 7|1 Lord with a deep hatred of sin and remain before the Lord.
Prayer for Churches & Pastors
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Jehovah's judgment is likened to a “sword”. The Lord shows
the destruction of southern Judah by Babylon and the end
of King Zedekiah. Also, the Gentile nation of Ammon will be
judged and be completely destroyed.

Ezekiel 21:1-7, 31-32

1The word of the LORD came to me:

2 “Son of man, set your face toward Jerusalem and preach
against the sanctuaries. Prophesy against the land of Israel

3 and say to the land of Israel, Thus says the LORD: Behold,
[ am against you and will draw my sword from its sheath and
will cut off from you both righteous and wicked.

4 Because [ will cut off from you both righteous and wicked,
therefore my sword shall be drawn from its sheath against all
flesh from south to north.

5 And all flesh shall know that I am the LORD. I have drawn
my sword from its sheath; it shall not be sheathed again.

6 “As for you, son of man, groan; with breaking heart and
bitter grief, groan before their eyes.

7 And when they say to you, “Why do you groan?’ you shall
say, ‘Because of the news that it is coming. Every heart will
melt, and all hands will be feeble; every spirit will faint, and
all knees will be weak as water. Behold, it is coming, and it
will be fulfilled,”” declares the Lord GOD.

31 And I will pour out my indignation upon you; I will blow
upon you with the fire of my wrath, and I will deliver you in-
to the hands of brutish men, skillful to destroy.

32 You shall be fuel for the fire. Your blood shall be in the
midst of the land. You shall be no more remembered, for I
the LORD have spoken.”
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What does God’s judgment
look like? (21:4-5)
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What will the judgment on
Ammon look like? (21:31-32)
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Jehovah'’s sword is upon both “the righteous and the wicked,” be-
cause both the righteous and the wicked have to examine their
own lives. God’s Word says, “For the word of God is alive and ac—
tive. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to
dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts
and attitudes of the heart” (Hebrews 4:12). In other words, the
sword of Jehovah is the Word of Jehovah God that must be ful-
filled, so it must be manifested in the form of the sword/power of
Babylon.

When being judged by the sword of the Word, some realize that
they had a sinful thought and will, but some fear only the sword of
Babylon and do not realize their sin. Those who realize sin as a sin
are confirmed as “righteous”, and those who do not realize their sin
to the end remain “wicked”. Jehovah God said to Ezekiel, “Groan
before them with broken heart and bitter grief.” This is a command
to reveal urgency before disaster strikes. It expresses the earnest—
ness of God's mercy for those who may come back because the
hearts of the people will disintegrate, their hands will become

w3[et AIAXIE 25t 7|1 shaky, and their spirits will grow unsteady (See, 12:3).
Prayer for Churches & Pastors The people, who realized their sin and began to hate it, were com-

manded to mourn for their neighbors. | pray that you will set aside

EAUR RG] WS, LES(CA) . . .
time to see what is in your groanings.
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God speaks judgment against Jerusalem. Their sins are the
sin of making idols (22:3-4), the sin of harassing the socially
weak (22:7), the sin of fornication (22:9-11), and the sin of
committing injustice (22:12-13). He also points out the un-
clean and false conduct of the priests and dignitaries.

Ezekiel 22:6-16

6 “Behold, the princes of Israel in you, every one according
to his power, have been bent on shedding blood.

7 Father and mother are treated with contempt in you; the so-
journer suffers extortion in your midst; the fatherless and the
widow are wronged in you.

8 You have despised my holy things and profaned my Sab-
baths.

9 There are men in you who slander to shed blood, and peo-
ple in you who eat on the mountains; they commit lewdness
in your midst.

10 In you men uncover their fathers’ nakedness; in you they
violate women who are unclean in their menstrual impurity.

11 One commits abomination with his neighbor’s wife; an-
other lewdly defiles his daughter-in-law; another in you vio-
lates his sister, his father’s daughter.

12 In you they take bribes to shed blood; you take interest
and profit and make gain of your neighbors by extortion; but
me you have forgotten, declares the Lord GOD.

13 “Behold, I strike my hand at the dishonest gain that you
have made, and at the blood that has been in your midst.

14 Can your courage endure, or can your hands be strong, in
the days that I shall deal with you? I the LORD have spoken,
and I will doit.

15 T will scatter you among the nations and disperse you
through the countries, and I will consume your uncleanness
outofyou.

16 And you shall be profaned by your own doing in the sight
of the nations, and you shall know that I am the LORD.”
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How did God punish the un—
righteous? (22:15-16)

MRS K| =XS0] H et
2 % ot= 252 otLEHAME
O 210 AXZIQ?

(25, 27%)

How does God see prophets
and leaders failing to do their
jobs? (22:25, 27)
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God specifically lists the sins of Israel and says that they violated
the law (given through Moses) and committed abominations to
God. Sins are listed in verses 6-12, and there is an expression that
appears repeatedly a total of 9 times . It is the expression “in you.”
But this expression consists of two words. Hebrew [tawekh], used
once in verses 7 and 9 means “middle, inside” and the rest is He-
brew [ab], meaning “father, God, ancestor, ruler” usually referring to
God. If we apply these meanings to the text and compose the im—
age of the lsraelites, it is interpreted as (1) sinning among people
and (2) sinning in the presence of God.

However, if we recognize that man was created in God’s image,
the meaning of “sin” means that a person in God’s image violates
God’s image. More precisely, “sin” is not directed toward people, it
is directed to God. It becomes possible to interpret that the people
of Israel “disrespected God, abused God, harmed God, defiled
God, separated from God, committed fornication to God, and de—
filed God’s lower body.” We must not forget that even the easiest
and lightest sins are committed against God.
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God points out Israel’s sin in parables. Through the parable
of the fornication of two women, Oholah (meaning: ‘her tent’
- Samaria) and Oholibah (meaning: ‘my tent is in her’ = Jeru—
salem), the sin of Israel is not different from that of Samaria.

Ezekiel 23:24-26, 43-49

24 And they shall come against you from the north with char-
iots and wagons and a host of peoples. They shall set them-
selves against you on every side with buckler, shield, and
helmet; and I will commit the judgment to them, and they
shall judge you according to their judgments.

25 And I will direct my jealousy against you, that they may
deal with you in fury. They shall cut off your nose and your
ears, and your survivors shall fall by the sword. They shall
seize your sons and your daughters, and your survivors shall
be devoured by fire.

26 They shall also strip you of your clothes and take away
your beautiful jewels.

43 “Then I said of her who was worn out by adultery, Now
they will continue to use her for a whore, even her!

44 For they have gone in to her, as men go in to a prostitute.
Thus they went in to Oholah and to Oholibah, lewd women!

45 But righteous men shall pass judgment on them with the
sentence of adulteresses, and with the sentence of women
who shed blood, because they are adulteresses, and blood is
on their hands.”

46 For thus says the Lord GOD: “Bring up a vast host against
them, and make them an object of terror and a plunder.

47 And the host shall stone them and cut them down with
their swords. They shall kill their sons and their daughters,
and burn up their houses.

48 Thus will I put an end to lewdness in the land, that all
women may take warning and not commit lewdness as you
have done.

49 And they shall return your lewdness upon you, and you
shall bear the penalty for your sinful idolatry, and you shall
know that [ am the Lord GOD.”
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What happened to the Isra—
elites when God gave them
into the hands of the Gen—
tiles? (23:24-26)

0| M=MH 4= H71 0|A
2FAOfA| LHEZI AE0| OEA|
BAIEILIR? (31F)

How was the judgment upon
Israel, who followed the
Gentiles and worshiped idols,
described? (23:31)
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Through Ezekiel, God showed the method of judgment. Most of
the tools of judgment were using Gentiles. Although the appear—
ance of judgment revealed was diverse, there are commonalities:
(1) “they will hate themselves” (20:43), (2) “they will become dis-
couraged” (21:15), (3) “in the land of your birth, | will pass judgment
upon you.” (21:30), (4) “you will be put to shame” (22:16), (5) “I will
stir up your lovers against you, those you turned away from in dis—
gust, and (6) | will bring them against you from every side” (23:22).
God did not intend to merely inflict fear through judgment. He
wanted sinners to gain a deep understanding. So, the method God
chose is “awareness’, because He knew that man would not realize
his own sin by himself. If you don’t experience the hardship caused
by your sin, you won't recognize where you sinned, and you won't
comprehend that there was something you loved more than God.
‘Ohlibah’ means “my tent is in her.” God emphasizes that the tem~
ple in Jerusalem — the place where God intended to place His
name — was among the people of Israel. God reveals His will by al—
lowing the dwelling tent (the place of the covenant) to be
plundered, and by causing the people there to be slain, “my judg-
ment will be a warning to all women not to follow your wicked ex—
ample.” (23:48) God’s intention is “saving them from sin.” He wants
everyone to wake up and be saved from sin.
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God tells Ezekiel to choose the cooking pot, put the pieces of
meat in it, and boil it until the bones are soft. This is to inform
Israel, symbolized by the pot, that judgment is imminent,
and Israel cannot withstand the fire because it is a rusted
pot which must be discarded because the meat in it has also
been polluted. God causes Ezekiel's wife to die. Ezekiel hides
his sorrow and takes this as evidence of judgment.

Ezekiel 24:13-24

13 On account of your unclean lewdness, because I would
have cleansed you and you were not cleansed from your un-
cleanness, you shall not be cleansed anymore till I have sat-
isfied my fury upon you.

14T am the LORD. I have spoken; it shall come to pass; [ will
do it. I will not go back; I will not spare; I will not relent; ac-
cording to your ways and your deeds you will be judged, de-
clares the Lord GOD.”

15 The word of the LORD came to me:

16 “Son of man, behold, I am about to take the delight of
your eyes away from you at a stroke; yet you shall not mourn
or weep, nor shall your tears run down.

17 Sigh, but not aloud; make no mourning for the dead. Bind
on your turban, and put your shoes on your feet; do not cover
your lips, nor eat the bread of men.”

18 So I spoke to the people in the morning, and at evening my
wife died. And on the next morning I did as I was command-
ed.

19 And the people said to me, “Will you not tell us what these
things mean for us, that you are acting thus?”

20Then I said to them, “The word of the LORD came to me:

21 ‘Say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord GOD: Be-
hold, I will profane my sanctuary, the pride of your power,
the delight of your eyes, and the yearning of your soul, and
your sons and your daughters whom you left behind shall
fall by the sword.

22 And you shall do as I have done; you shall not cover your
lips, nor eat the bread of men.

23 Your turbans shall be on your heads and your shoes on
your feet; you shall not mourn or weep, but you shall rot
away in your iniquities and groan to one another.

24Thus shall Ezekiel be to you a sign; according to all that he
has done you shall do. When this comes, then you will know
thatI am the Lord GOD.’
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Why was the pot on fire?
What is the hidden meaning?
24:11)
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What happened to the pot on
the fire? (24:13-14)
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The Bible contains things that cannot be understood by the princi-
ples of the world and by human reason. The death of Ezekiel's wife
is one of them. So, commentators interpret this event symbolically.
Ezekiel was able to understand God'’s feelings of losing His beloved
wife (Jerusalem) by Ezekiel losing his beloved wife. Another im-
portant part here is that God did not allow Ezekiel to reveal his sor—
row. Sometimes people get emotional while being caught up in joy,
sadness, or fear. We tend to be guided by our emotions by ex-
pressing them in words and actions which we later regret. Howev-
er, it is revealed through the above events that God is different
from humans.

God is not overcome by sorrow; He rules over sin and completes
judgment. God makes the body die in order to bring life to com-
plete salvation. Christ’s life ended on earth to stop sin. However,
we see people committing various sins in their lives to avoid physi—
cal death. Will you die to live? Will you live to die? Ezekiel answers
these questions and opens his mouth in front of people (24:27).
What message did Ezekiel convey? What message are you con-
veying with your mouth?
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Jehovah God declares judgment against the Gentile nations
through Ezekiel. The Gentile nations (Ammon, Moab, Seir,
Edom, and the Philistines) were God’s instruments used
to rule over Israel’s sins, but when Israel was judged, God
made the Gentiles pay for their sins because they rejoiced
over the judgment of Israel.

Ezekiel 25:1-7

1The word of the LORD came to me:

2 “Son of man, set your face toward the Ammonites and
prophesy against them.

3 Say to the Ammonites, Hear the word of the Lord GOD:
Thus says the Lord GOD, Because you said, ‘Aha!’ over my
sanctuary when it was profaned, and over the land of Isra-
el when it was made desolate, and over the house of Judah
when they went into exile,

4 therefore behold, I am handing you over to the people of
the East for a possession, and they shall set their encamp-
ments among you and make their dwellings in your midst.
They shall eat your fruit, and they shall drink your milk.

5 I'will make Rabbah a pasture for camels and Ammona fold
for flocks. Then you will know that I am the LORD.

6 For thus says the Lord GOD: Because you have clapped
your hands and stamped your feet and rejoiced with all the
malice within your soul against the land of Israel,

7 therefore, behold, I have stretched out my hand against
you, and will hand you over as plunder to the nations. And I
will cut you off from the peoples and will make you perish
out of the countries; I will destroy you. Then you will know
that [am the LORD.
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What kind of heart did Edom,
who became God’s instru—
ment, have toward Israel?
(25:12)
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How did the Philistines feel
toward Israel? (25:15)
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The Ammonites were descended from Ben—ammi, the son of Lot,
and the Moabites were also descended from Lot’s eldest daughter
(Gen. 19). They are distantly related to Israel, and from the past un-
til this time, they constantly have confronted each other. God used
distant relatives of the Israelites to rule over the sins of Israel, and
this gave the Ammonites and Moabites an opportunity to learn
anew “‘what kind of God He is.” It also suggests that the same op—
portunity has been opened to other Gentiles.
However, Ammon and Moab are just happy witnessing God de—
stroying the nation of Israel: “Aha good” (25:3), “you have clapped
your hands and stamped your feet, rejoicing with all the malice of
your heart against the land of Israel.” (25:6) But they also disap-
peared from people’s memory (25:10).
“Pseudo” means “the same on the outside but different on the in-
side.” Also, “heretical” means “the closure is different.” The begin-
ning might have been similar, but the end was different. However,
even though the beginning was different, those who came before
God in living faith had the same end (e.g., Ruth, Rahab, Gibeonites).
Prayer for Churches & Pastors The fundamental difference that distinguishes these two groups is
OB the “fear of God.” This is the standard that distinguishes believers
( A today.
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God judges Tyre (chapters 26-28) because Tyre expects the
destruction of Israel to be of commercial benefit to them.
God surprises the neighboring nations with the destruction
of Tyre.

Ezekiel 26:1-6, 15-18

11In the eleventh year, on the first day of the month, the word
of the LORD came to me:

2 “Son of man, because Tyre said concerning Jerusalem,
‘Aha, the gate of the peoples is broken; it has swung open to
me. I shall be replenished, now that she is laid waste,’

3 therefore thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I am against
you, O Tyre, and will bring up many nations against you, as
the sea brings up its waves.

4 They shall destroy the walls of Tyre and break down her
towers, and I will scrape her soil from her and make her a
bare rock.

5 She shall be in the midst of the sea a place for the spreading
of nets, for I have spoken, declares the Lord GOD. And she
shall become plunder for the nations,

6 and her daughters on the mainland shall be killed by the
sword. Then they will know that I am the LORD.

15 “Thus says the Lord GOD to Tyre: Will not the coastlands
shake at the sound of your fall, when the wounded groan,
when slaughter is made in your midst?

16 Then all the princes of the sea will step down from their
thrones and remove their robes and strip off their embroi-
dered garments. They will clothe themselves with trem-
bling; they will sit on the ground and tremble every moment
and be appalled at you.

17 And they will raise a lamentation over you and say to you,
“’How you have perished, you who were inhabited from the
seas, O city renowned, who was mighty on the sea; she and
her inhabitants imposed their terror on all her inhabitants!

18 Now the coastlands tremble on the day of your fall, and
the coastlands that are on the sea are dismayed at your pass-
ing.’
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How was Tyre devastated
after God's judgment?
(26:4,14)
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How do the neighbors who
saw Tyre’s destruction react?
(26:16-18)
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Tyre was one of the famous cities located on the Mediterranean
Sea. In the days of David and Solomon, Israel and Tyre maintained
a close relationship. When David built the city (2 Sam. 5) and Solo-
mon built the temple (1 Kgs. 5, 7), the relationship was so good
that Hiram (Huram), king of Tyre, provided support with cedar wood
and carpenters. However, as time passed and 11 years after the fall
of Jerusalem, Tyre rejoiced over the destruction of Jerusalem and
said, “Ahal The gate to the nations is broken, and it’s doors have
swung open to me; Now that she lies in ruins | will prosper.” (Ezek.
26:2) Tyre, who watched directly/indirectly God’s guidance through
David’s kingship and Solomon’s wisdom, should have been warned
by God’s wrath when they saw the fall of the city of Jerusalem, but
instead they were happy. They liked and expected that their com—
mercial advantage would become stronger with the fall of Jerusa-
lem.

Therefore, God judges Tyre, who does not repent even after seeing
God's judgment, and rejoices in seeing the tribulation of a neigh—
boring country. If Tyre had remembered Solomon'’s proverb, this
judgment might have been avoided. Proverbs 27:12 says, “The
prudent see danger and take refuge, but the simple keep going and
pay the penalty.” It is wise to believe in God’s sovereignty and re-
flect on yourself even in small things.
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God tells Ezekiel to compose a sad song for Tyre. In verses
1-11 Ezekiel compares Tyre to a ship and sings of her beauty
and majesty. In verses 12-25 he sings of Tire's prosperous
trade with many countries. In verses 26-26, he sings about
Tyre, which is compared to a ship that is wrecked and sink-

ing.

Ezekiel 27:26-36

26 “Your rowers have brought you out into the high seas. The
east wind has wrecked you in the heart of the seas.

27Your riches, your wares, your merchandise, your mariners
and your pilots, your caulkers, your dealers in merchandise,
and all your men of war who are in you, with all your crew
that is in your midst, sink into the heart of the seas on the day
of your fall.

28 At the sound of the cry of your pilots the countryside
shakes,

29 and down from their ships come all who handle the oar.
The mariners and all the pilots of the sea stand on the land

30 and shout aloud over you and cry out bitterly. They cast
dust on their heads and wallow in ashes;

31 they make themselves bald for you and put sackcloth on
their waist, and they weep over you in bitterness of soul,
with bitter mourning.

32 In their wailing they raise a lamentation for you and
lament over you: “Who is like Tyre, like one destroyed in the
midst of the sea?

33 When your wares came from the seas, you satisfied many
peoples; with your abundant wealth and merchandise you
enriched the kings of the earth.

34 Now you are wrecked by the seas, in the depths of the wa-
ters; your merchandise and all your crew in your midst have
sunk with you.

35 All the inhabitants of the coastlands are appalled at you,
and the hair of their kings bristles with horror; their faces are
convulsed.

36 The merchants among the peoples hiss at you; you have
come to a dreadful end and shall be no more forever.””
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Meditate on what the de—
scription of “Tyre”, a nation
judged by God, means to
you. (27:3-4)
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Situated on the Mediterranean Sea, Tyre was an important city
connecting land and sea. Therefore, goods produced in the island
HLIC}, countries of the Mediterranean region and goods produced in other
countries were actively traded. However, if you look at the first part
of the song written by Ezekiel, it is written as if everything be—
longed to Tyre, “Everyone made a deal with you.” This is a para—
doxical expression, showing that Tyre was proud of everything as if
it were “her own.” In fact, Tyre was given the role of a mediator, but
God judged Tyre's “pride” because she forgot that role and exalted
herself. Therefore, Tyre becomes “a place no more inhabited”
(27:36) and a place no one will find.
Had Tyre humbly acted as a mediator, it would have been a trading
place for a long time, but instead Tyre disappeared. People of faith
become mediators who testify of Jesus to their neighbors in the
world. However, when we exalt ourselves like Tyre, Jesus (the
Word of God) is not witnessed. As | meditate on the roles given to
believers, | hope that only the Word of God will be witnessed.
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God points out the specific cause for Tyre’s judgment. He
also reveals that Tyre’s neighbor, Sidon, will also be judged.
God announces that in the last days He will bring restoration
to the remnant of Israel.

Ezekiel 28:1-9

1The word of the LORD came to me:

2“Son of man, say to the prince of Tyre, Thus says the Lord
GOD: “Because your heart is proud, and you have said, ‘I
am a god, I sit in the seat of the gods, in the heart of the seas,’
yet you are but a man, and no god, though you make your
heart like the heart of a god--

3you are indeed wiser than Daniel; no secret is hidden from
you;

4 by your wisdom and your understanding you have made
wealth for yourself, and have gathered gold and silver into
your treasuries;

5 by your great wisdom in your trade you have increased
your wealth, and your heart has become proud in your
wealth--

6 therefore thus says the Lord GOD: Because you make your
heart like the heart ofa god,

7 therefore, behold, I will bring foreigners upon you, the
most ruthless of the nations; and they shall draw their
swords against the beauty of your wisdom and defile your
splendor.

8 They shall thrust you down into the pit, and you shall die
the death of the slain in the heart of the seas.

2Will yousstill say, ‘Tam a god,’ in the presence of those who
kill you, though you are but a man, and no god, in the hands
of those who slay you?
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Why did Tyre become proud
before God? (28:16)
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How do you describe God's
judgment on Israel? (28:24)
How is this judgment differ—
ent from Tyre and Sidon?
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People desperately experience the preciousness of health after
losing their health. After losing their parents, people realize that
their parents’ nagging was about love and care. Some couples re—
alize the value of love after experiencing a breakup. The beginning
of these regrets always springs from the “egocentric” mind. When
health, love, and family are always taken for granted as “things that
| can reach out and grab,” their true values are overlooked. Howev-
er, through a situation in which these things are regarded as ‘given
or entrusted,” one becomes aware of regret—that what has been
given once has now been taken away.
The King of Tyre looked to a country thriving in commerce, seeing
everything run under his own power, and believed that everything
was in “his hands.” He became convinced he was a ‘god-being
above the people.” God points out King Tyre’s pride and makes him
experience that he is just a “man—finite being.” He was invaded by
a foreign country, faced the horror of death by the sword, became
ill, was despised, and at last acknowledged himself as “still a man”
allowing himself to face his own weakness. Only when we ac—
Prayer for Churches & Pastors knowledge and confess that everything in life (even our breath) is
“entrusted” by God, and when we are satisfied with our weakness-
es and give thanks, can we sit in the position of “humility”. God
wants this confession of humility from us today.
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God speaks of judgment on Egypt (chapters 29-32). Egypt,
like Tyre, considers itself the “lord of the Nile.” For not ac-
knowledging God’s sovereignty, Egypt is also judged.

Ezekiel 29:1-7, 13-16

1 In the tenth year, in the tenth month, on the twelfth day of
the month, the word of the LORD came to me:

2 “Son of man, set your face against Pharaoh king of Egypt,
and prophesy against him and against all Egypt;

3 speak, and say, Thus says the Lord GOD: “Behold, I am
against you, Pharaoh king of Egypt, the great dragon that
lies in the midst of his streams, that says, ‘My Nile is my
own; I made it for myself.’

4 1 will put hooks in your jaws, and make the fish of your
streams stick to your scales; and I will draw you up out of the
midst of your streams, with all the fish of your streams that
stick to your scales.

5 And I will cast you out into the wilderness, you and all the
fish of your streams; you shall fall on the open field, and not
be brought together or gathered. To the beasts of the earth
and to the birds of the heavens I give you as food.

6 Then all the inhabitants of Egypt shall know that I am the
LORD. “Because you have been a staff of reed to the house
of Israel,

7 when they grasped you with the hand, you broke and tore
all their shoulders; and when they leaned on you, you broke
and made all their loins to shake.

13 “For thus says the Lord GOD: At the end of forty years
I will gather the Egyptians from the peoples among whom
they were scattered,

14 and [ will restore the fortunes of Egypt and bring them
back to the land of Pathros, the land of their origin, and there
they shall be a lowly kingdom.

15 It shall be the most lowly of the kingdoms, and never
again exalt itself above the nations. And I will make them so
small that they will never again rule over the nations.

16 And it shall never again be the reliance of the house of Is-
rael, recalling their iniquity, when they turn to them for aid.
Then they will know that I am the Lord GOD.”
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How many years will the
Egyptians be scattered by
God’s judgment? (29:13)
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What kind of country did God
say he would make Egypt,
and why? (29:14-16)
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Egypt regarded herself as the owner of the Nile River. However,
God called Egypt a great river crocodile. She was the top predator
along the river, feared by her neighbors, and robbed them by force.
Thus, the crocodile by the river believed that she was the “master
of the river.” God throws the crocodile into the field out of the river
and feeds her to beasts of the field and birds of the air. When the
crocodile comes out of the water, she becomes completely pow-
erless and then realizes her situation. Without the Nile River, she
would not have been able to live. The way God judges Tyre and
Egypt is almost identical. God takes away what they have in their
hands and lets them know that they don’t own it.

This method is similar to the pattern of judgment against Israel. In
the process of experiencing tribulation as a result of judgment,
Gentile nations only realize their own weakness, but the Israelites
realize their mistakes and recall the word of God’s covenant at the
same time. This is the clear difference. Feeling the weakness of
the body in tribulation is an instinctive response of all living beings,
but people of faith must remember God’s Word (covenant) through
weakness. This is the great criterion of having or not having faith.
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Egypt in the ancient Near East was a nation that was served
not only by Israel but also by many other nations. God fore—
tells the destruction of the nations that depended on Egypt,
including Egypt itself.

Ezekiel 31:3-14

3 Behold, Assyria was a cedar in Lebanon, with beauti-
ful branches and forest shade, and of towering height, its top
among the clouds.

4 The waters nourished it; the deep made it grow tall, making
its rivers flow around the place of its planting, sending forth its
streams to all the trees of the field.

5 So it towered high above all the trees of the field; its boughs
grew large and its branches long from abundant water in its
shoots.

6 All the birds of the heavens made their nests in its boughs;
under its branches all the beasts of the field gave birth to their
young, and under its shadow lived all great nations.

7 It was beautiful in its greatness, in the length of its branches;
for its roots went down to abundant waters.

8 The cedars in the garden of God could not rival it, nor the
fir trees equal its boughs; neither were the plane trees like its
branches; no tree in the garden of God was its equal in beauty.

9 I made it beautiful in the mass of'its branches, and all the trees
of Eden envied it, that were in the garden of God.

10“Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: Because it towered high
and set its top among the clouds, and its heart was proud of its
height,

11T will give it into the hand of a mighty one of the nations. He
shall surely deal with it as its wickedness deserves. I have cast it
out.

12 Foreigners, the most ruthless of nations, have cut it down and
left it. On the mountains and in all the valleys its branches have
fallen, and its boughs have been broken in all the ravines of the
land, and all the peoples of the earth have gone away from its
shadow and left it.

13 On its fallen trunk dwell all the birds of the heavens, and on
its branches are all the beasts of the field.

14 All this is in order that no trees by the waters may grow to
towering height or set their tops among the clouds, and that no
trees that drink water may reach up to them in height. For they
are all given over to death, to the world below, among the chil-
dren of man, with those who go down to the pit.
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Ozl MHS OfEAH HAGHL
QULER? (30:22)

How does God express the
judgment of Egypt? (30:22)

‘YHR=2 HiEk=0|2} HIRE Of
T2 OEH RR2HHACHD BAE
RALIR? T ojoj= FAUNR?
(31:4-5)

How did Egypt, likened to the
cedar of Lebanon, grow up?
What does that mean?
(31:4-5)
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A 7| E2 J|28HC God judges Egypt and causes the hearts of the surrounding nations
to grieve (30:4, 9, 16). Looking at the record, at least 10 or more
countries would be destroyed together with Egypt. God will cut
down the great majesty of Egypt like “the cedar of Lebanon, which
is tall and whose top reaches to the clouds,” so that birds and
beasts will use the broken tree as a witness and so that other trees
will not exalt themselves (31:14). Judgment on Egypt reminds us of
Matthew 5:45, “-- God makes his sun shine on the wicked and on
the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.”
This is a verse that reveals God's disposition, His “tolerance”.

God makes the sun shine on all living things and sends rain to make
them grow. In this same grace of God, humility grows in some and
pride grows in others. Sometimes pride and humility grow alter—
nately, but humility takes root more deeply in those who believe in
God'’s sovereignty. The faith of humility grows and becomes like a
tree that provides shade to the birds of the air (Mark 4:32), but
pride grows into a tree that will be broken and become a testimony
of judgment to all beasts. Don't forget that pride can grow. We
should examine what is growing within us.

wa|et AIHRES 215t 7| =
Prayer for Churches & Pastors
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God tells Ezekiel to compose and sing a sad song for Pha—
raoh of Egypt. God’s judgment is proclaimed through the
parable of bringing the crocodile (Egypt), the predator of the
Nile, out of the river to become food for other animals. God
says by His judgment Egypt will fall into Sheol (world of the
dead/world of eternal death).

Ezekiel 32:17-24

17 In the twelfth year, in the twelfth month, on the fifteenth
day of the month, the word of the LORD came to me:

18 “Son of man, wail over the multitude of Egypt, and send
them down, her and the daughters of majestic nations, to the
world below, to those who have gone down to the pit:

19 “Whom do you surpass in beauty? Go down and be laid to
rest with the uncircumcised.’

20 They shall fall amid those who are slain by the sword.
Egypt is delivered to the sword; drag her away, and all her
multitudes.

21 The mighty chiefs shall speak of them, with their helpers,
out of the midst of Sheol: ‘They have come down, they lie
still, the uncircumcised, slain by the sword.’

22 “Assyria is there, and all her company, its graves all
around it, all of them slain, fallen by the sword,

23 whose graves are set in the uttermost parts of the pit; and
her company is all around her grave, all of them slain, fallen
by the sword, who spread terror in the land of the living.

24 “Elam is there, and all her multitude around her grave; all
of them slain, fallen by the sword, who went down uncir-
cumcised into the world below, who spread their terror in the
land of the living; and they bear their shame with those who
go down to the pit.
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What was Egypt like to the
neighboring countries before
it was destroyed? (32:23)

Ol = £0i| =71 SHLIEHS
22 S46l HAAIR. (32F)
Meditate on God’s determi—
nation in the destruction of
Egypt. (32:32)

139



rot
=]

o
Ho
= gy

S

=
o
T

wa|et AIHRES 215t 7| =
Prayer for Churches & Pastors

EJ Tlo rlo

140

ML O Op
ol

g

oz }o r_l:l_

HO 2 i
0z Mo N

N Ho =
H1 rot

[

b

Jon

o>
~

o

i H

Y

ng
0l

T3

ro |o

ob

a
ol
mjo

o

ne Prayer

sl
Ju
or

HCH

e 9o Ao

Voices from The Hill

| UX| 2t XS0 2|
They lie among the uncircumcised

i oz
rét
>
I

my
=2

TS TR 27t Sttt opE2tatute| o
HCHH, SH|AX| 251 SUCHE 0|= oiLfgel Ats &X|
FBILICE CI01, 0=0| Ol2fst 0I5 Z0fl FRiti= E3C=
{Of, o= StLtEQ| Q1otS AUX| RAZS QIOIFLICE 12|, 24
[B HHS XXz M U=X] 20| S OfZ0] AS0 L
A0 E= Of=0| LS WX ROt ZUCK2D HoHH 2 A Z24|
SR ROt Z2 0|5 20| FRL'E BHS XSHO = AEUEM
27 AHA, =2 O TIZ0|X|2 AAPHO = O] A AT 72 EA 7L R
Sl

0152} SHHS| 5HS S0lim AIQE 21 MMM, 0| LAS|A
= 27t SRS 127) 0120 SO0HZ AFA0] AW 101 Of=2 &
S US 718/2t 7HSHO| B2 LU S ¥ 5 UKL, BILES Hof
= U0 SIS 2 2 UASH, 224X ZULH = AEPIIZL| HHO0| &
4S 2R 2ot XS1t 8 =R 2ks B ALLE 0l= SHEMA
OfeE Hi2H2ALE OHZ0171= SIXIQ. StLtEMHAE 252 &goz Y

E0E MRSl 2I5H2 2 ofL|of 0|2 A 2X| ZT|2t SHLICY.

= ojol B HO OfZ0| HE WX 25D FYUS
PLoloS

ox njo

o 1
ron

(]

3 ijo rok |y
o

2 0jo

=
0O
S

njo

ma Mo 19 ol 2
1l

N O
o

A lament concerning Egypt repeatedly tells of Egypt lying “beside”
those who had been killed without being circumcised. If circumci—
sion symbolizes the covenant between God and Abraham, death
without circumcision means that they did not receive God’s cove-
nant. Moreover, the expression that Egypt lay next to these people
means that Egypt also did not obtain God’s covenant. However, |
wonder why Ezekiel keeps using this expression. It would be more
appropriate to say, “Egypt went down to Sheol” or “Egypt died un—
circumcised.”

In fact, Egyptians are Gentile people, but historically Egypt has a
deep connection with Israel. Egypt directly witnessed the power of
Jehovah God through the Exodus event, and Gentiles were also al—
lowed to be circumcised (Exod. 12). Therefore, we can see that
Egypt was a country with many opportunities and possibilities for
circumcision. The expression of regret that “they could believe in
God’s covenant and choose to be circumcised, but did not” is prob—
ably another way of expression of “they laid down with the uncir—
cumcised.” This is also God’s heart toward Egypt.
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$ 1 for every day, we are planting the church of Jesus Christ!

oAStZta| 3| BE|7HR 5 Nehemiah Project-Church Planting Movement
L3iojok$ 1 2F Mission Fund #IAIOIE htips://go.missionfund.org/kumenehemiah
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o) S 8| Th We prepare for future
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O| S22 Online Giving

2atol
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Your $ 1 offering will be used for church planting projects of Korean United Methodist Churches
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Your offering will support for future of The United Methodist Church.
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o CIQIZAIA Multi-ethnic ministry
J
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o XIM|CHS|Z Next generation ministry
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How can we participate into church planting projects for Nehemiah project?

o 7PHof|A €| ERILICE, You may give as afamily.
o XS} €| o ek ERIL|CE, You may share with your children,
o MEFIER SAZEHL|LCE. You would give with your credit card.
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This gift can be listed as a tax—deductible gift for your tax report.
Mission Fund 2Atol= hitps://go.missionfund.org/kumcnehemiah
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P O Box 5553 Englewood NJ 07631 / Email contact : kumcdevotion@gmail.com
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The First Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage Ezekiel 3:16-21

I have made you a watchman
for the people of Israel

@ Opening Question

What is my role at home, at work, and at school? Also, please share in which role you feel
the weakest.

@ Understanding today’s passage

The prophet Isaiah, who was active more than 200 years before the prophet Ezekiel, also
learned of the destruction of the Gentile nations through the guidance of God. Among
them, the story of a watchman appears in Isaiah 21, a warning to “Babylon and Dumah.”
“Watchman, what is left of the night?” The watchman replies, “Morning is coming, but
also the night. If you would ask, then ask; and come back yet again” (3:11-12). People
wait for the morning (recovery) to come as the night (judgment) passes, but the prophet
Isaiah, as a watchman, says there will be another judgment.

The watchmen of the world stand on guard 24/7 day and night. The watchman looks out
into the distance, monitors the situation, and wakes up allies in the camp to prepare them
for battle. However, they cannot foresee or prepare for the destruction of a nation be-
cause the destruction of a nation depends on the sovereignty of God. The prophet Isaiah,
asa true watchman, receives God's will and announces the destruction of a nation.

In today’s text, God appointed the prophet Ezekiel as a true watchman for the nation of
Israel. He gave the chief command, “Hear the word | speak and give them warning from
me” (3:17). The Hebrew word for “enlighten” used in this verse is [zahar], which means “to
warn (flashing), to teach, to shine.”

“To enlighten” means to inform, and it means not only to inform us of the time of God's



judgment, but also to make us realize the meaning of God’s judgment itself. Just as Jesus
came as the light in John 3 to illuminate the darkness, so he gave the command to listen
to the Word of God (Jesus = light) and to illuminate the people with that Word. Moreover,
one thing was made clear in these commands: the instructions to “do not be in modera-
tion.” God made it clear that if the wicked and the righteous who did evil do not turn from
their sins because you gave them general and moderate warnings, “you will be account-
able for their blood” (3:18, 20).

Itis precisely recorded in today’s text that those who have been called by God as watch-
men have been given the role of searching people’s souls. \We who believe in Jesus who
came as the light are God's watchmen at home and at work. We should do our best to
enlighten the lives of our neighbors and ourselves with the Word of God.

© Into the Word

What are the roles of watchmen and what rewards will watchmen receive? (3:19, 21)

@ Into our Life

1.How have you been “awakening and restoring” as God’s watchman at home, at work,
and at school?

2. Share your success or failure as a watchman and the reason why.

© Memory Verse - Ezekiel 3:17

“Son of man, | have made you a watchman for the house of Israel. Whenever you hear a
word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me.”

(® Sharing with your children

\What are some of the things that God called “wickedness”?
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week 2 The Second Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage Ezekiel 7:14-27

You have come to an end

@ Opening Question

Please share when you were unable to find a solution through personal experience, wis—
dom, oradvice from your neighbors and how you felt at the time.

@ Understanding today’s passage

The tribulation experienced in life and the complex problems in our relationships with
people are proof that we are still in God's grace. In 2 Samuel 7:14, it is said that God dis-
ciplines us with “the rod of man and the scourge of life” to awaken us from our sins. If we
find, confess, and receive forgiveness, the above problems will be solved. It can be said
that itis in the grace of receiving it. Also, the judgment of losing one’s life on this earth still
rests in God's grace. Because, as John 5:29 says, after life and death on this earth, there
are two eternal kingdoms: the resurrection of life (Heaven) and the resurrection of judg-
ment (Hell). Therefore, death on this earth is the grace of God, and death is disconnection
from the grace of God. Collectively, God's judgment is in itself the event through which
God's will is best recorded — and what God hates most.

When God informed Ezekiel of judgment against Israel, he said, “-- | will unleash my
anger against you. | will judge you according to your conduct and repay you for all your
detestable practices. | will not look on you with pity; | will not spare you. | will surely repay
you for your conduct and for the detestable practices among you” (7:3-4). He judges with
anger, and He says that He will be angry according to the exact degree of the act. Accord—
ing to the degree of God's judgment, He will let you know what the abomination is, and
moreover, He will take away mercy.



Sinis not great or small, but it clearly implies that there is something that God hates more
and is more displeased with. God's judgment proceeded in three ways: the sword, the
plague, and the famine. And the three sins of the people were (1) the sin of making idols
with the precious things that God gave them (7:20), (2) the sin of being plundered of
God's things by the Gentiles (7:21), and (3) the sin of defiling God’s sanctuary (7:22). In
other words, it was the sin of using God’s things regardless of God’s will, and He said that
He would judge this by excluding mercy.

With the above words, we too should calmly consider our situation and God’s will hidden
in it. But at the same time, we must not forget that even if it is a tribulation to the extent
that God's mercy is not shown and even if life is lost, we believe that God's grace has not
yet been withdrawn, and we will have to endure the tribulation with repentance. This is
because God's will is revealed clearly in the process of judgment, and time for recovery
will be given to the survivors after judgment. You must endure with faith until the end.

© Into the Word

The arrogant —what is the judgment upon those who regard “God'’s things as their own?”
(7:24-27)

@ Into our Life

What has been the most difficult thing so far in 20217 Could you please elaborate on why
you think this happened? (Refer to the understanding of the text, and think while medi-
tating on the 3 methods of judgmentand 3 sins.)

© Memory Verse - Ezekiel 7:25

“When anguish comes, they will seek peace, but there shall be none.”

® Sharing with your children

What are you worried about these days?
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week 3 The Third Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage Ezekiel 14:1-20

They Could Save Only Themselves

© Opening Question

If you have sympathized with the pain and suffering of your neighbor, please share what you
felt (sadness/pity, etc.) at that time. Or, share how different it was when you shared the pain
and suffering of your own family.

@ Understanding today’s passage

What would be the hearts of those who heard the message of “God’s judgment” proclaimed
through the prophet Ezekiel? The Israelites who were taken in the 1st and 2nd captivity by
Babylon must have had a sense of fear and despair when they saw the country being de-
stroyed. As they watched Israel fall, there must have been people who recognized their sins.
Someone must have had expectations and hopes for “God’s salvation” while remembering
the history of their ancestors and God’s Word. A couple of elders who came before the prophet
Ezekiel were also some of these people. But God said to them: ‘| will answer them myself in
keeping with their greatidolatry” (14:4) and “each one will bear their guilt” (14:10).

God's judgment in the book of Ezekiel may be familiar or even boring. Or, you may be thinking:
“‘God judges again-- He also judged through Isaiah and Jeremiah... And again!” The subject
of ‘judgment” is heavy, but the content is familiar. So, you can meditate on the Word with the
heart of “If we have sinned, we will be judged, repent and be saved.” If you are meditating on
the book of Ezekiel with these thoughts, you should focus on God's words that brought up the
stories of “Noah, Daniel, and Job.”

The reason God mentioned “Noah, Daniel, and Job” is because they were all people who de-
serve respect and honor. “Noah and his family,” the only survivors when God judged the world
with water; “Job” who lost his family and everything in tribulation without knowing the reason,
and “Daniel and friends” who were brought into captivity after being judged by God at the



same time as Ezekiel. God mentions these three times and says the same thing: “They would
save only themselves” (14:20). The relationship between God and the people is a “one-to-one”
relationship. Faith, repentance, and judgment all take place in a “one-to-one” relationship.
Noah's family entered the ark, not because of Noah's faith, but because each child received
God's grace based on their own through a “one-to—one” relationship. Job offered sacrifices for
his children, but God clearly stated that only Job's faith was accepted through Job's sacrifice.
Daniel and his friends were also guided by their faith in “one-to-one” relationships with God. If
parents are praying for their children’s faith and their children’s pain, they must first tell them.
You need to let them know that God desires to hear their prayers. Just as Ezekiel became a
watchman in Ezekiel 3 and taught people to stop evil deeds, we may only act as watchmen to
our families and neighbors. We must tell them that no matter how much we love them, we
cannot physically get sick in their stead, we cannot bear their sins in their stead, and we cannot
build their faith in their place. They will have to stand before God “one-to-one.”

© Into the Word

Why does God bring judgment? (14:11)

@ Into our Life

Ezekiel 14:14 (“He will save only his own life by his own righteousness”) is God's “‘judgment
rule” that rules the world. In the face of these rules, what can God'’s children do and what can’t
we do?

© Memory Verse - Ezekiel 14:14

“Even if these three men, Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in it, they would deliver but their own
lives by their righteousness, declares the Lord GOD.”

® Sharing with your children

Read verse 14 together and explain what you understand.
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week 4 The Fourth Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage Ezekiel 20:4-26

Through the history
of the nation of Israel

@ Opening Question

You may have suddenly been reminded of a past experience. When and why did that
memory resurface? Please share how you felt at that time.

@ Understanding today’s passage

Several elders from Israel came to Ezekiel and asked the will of Jehovah God. In response
to this question, God said through Ezekiel, “I will notallow you to inquire of me” (20:3).

To those who needed a way to overcome the captivity and endure God's judgment, God
begins with a story of the past. He did not tell them how to endure judgment, but said, “Let
them know the abominations of their fathers, and tell them.” (v. God chose Jacob’s house
and swore to them that he would lead them to a land flowing with milk and honey) (20:5-
6) At the same time, God commanded them to be on the lookout for the idols they would
encounter in the land (20:7). People of Israel listened to God’s warning but became idol-
atrous (20:8). Then God revealed His wrath and brought them back again (20:8-9). God'’s
laws and ordinances were made known, and the Sabbath was given as a sign in order to
obtain holiness (separation) from the world (20:11-12). The Israelites ignored God's law
and defiled the Sabbaths (20:13).

While traversing history, God asks the elders of Israel to examine themselves to deter-
mine the present. Recalling the memories of encountering God in the past, the elders
who came to Ezekiel came only to seek God's help. However, God allows those who re-
member only “help” to decide “how to meet God now.” In Joshua 24, Joshua tells the his-
tory of Israel to the people at the end of his life and at the same time tells the way he lived,



“Choose today whom you will serve, butas for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” (Josh.
24:15) He adds: Joshua 24:19, “Joshua said to the people, “You cannot serve the LORD,
because he is a holy God and a jealous God, and he will not forgive your inequities or your
sins.”” God asks us “today” through past history. He asks if we are seeking God through
the memories of receiving help from God in the past or if we want to live anew with God
today. We must answer God's question with our whole heart today.

© Into the Word

1.Why did God lead Israel who was worshiping Egyptian idols? (20:9)

2.Why did God give them laws, statutes, and the Sabbath? (20:11-12)

@ Into our Life

Some of you may have confessed that you had a burning faith. If so, what is the status of
your faith now and why is it different from the past? (If you are struggling to rekindle your
faith, please share what you are struggling with.)

© Memory Verse - Ezekiel 20:20

“ And keep my Sabbaths holy that they may be a sign between me and you, that you may
know that | am the LORD your God.”

® Sharing with your children

What did you learn and realize from good and bad things in the past?
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week 5 The Fifth Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage Ezekiel 29:8-16

Remnants, Remember the Judgment!

@ Opening Question

Please share thoughts you have at the end of each day.

@ Understanding today’s passage

Judgment is a very important tool and process. This is because, through the process of
judgment, the standards of judgment are revealed, and through judgment, good things
and bad things can be distinguished. By judging Israel, God reveals His standards, and
through His judgment, He reveals His dislikes and His likes.

Fear and anxiety will prevail in the face of God's judgment. If we know that God is in con—
trol of life and death, people’s worries will increase. However, it was not God's intention
to make people fear death through judgment. God's intention through judgment is to let
people know that life and death are in God's hands, and by walking with God and realizing
that life and death are in God's hands, overcome the fear of life and death - the weakness
of the flesh. This is what God is hoping for. Also, it is God's intention contained in the
judgment to let people witness that the world is governed by God's sovereignty and to let
the world know that man is a partaker of God’s glory. It was to show accurately that God
rules the world. That was the reason why people and animals were cut off and the land
became a desert and a wasteland in Egypt which used to be filled with wealth and glory
and power. God can destroy anything he does not like because God is omnipotent. How-
ever, God always allowed people to see God's judgment, left the remnants in the midst of
judgment, and also caused people to remember the judgment and proclaim it.

Those who survived the judgment were chosen to carry the roles as the remnants. God



called some to write a song and sing it, and for others He left scars on the body as a wit-
ness. This made it possible for people to understand that judgment itself is not the end
even in the midst of judgment. If we reach the end of the day today, we need to ponder on
God'’s will for our lives. And we will need to prepare for a perfect tomorrow and prepare for
the life of witnesses as the remnants.

© Into the Word

1.Why did God turn the land of Egypt into a desert and a wasteland? (29:9)

2. After judging Egypt, why did God make the people left behind become a feeble nation?
(29:15-16)

@ Into our Life

God allows us to let go of things we depended on through judgment. If we have had
events like this (a chance to let go of things we depended on), please share.

© Memory Verse - Ezekiel 29:16

‘And it shall never again be the reliance of the house of Israel, recalling their iniquity, when
they turn to them for aid. Then they willknow that | am the Lord GOD.”

(® Sharing with your children

\What were you unable to accomplish out of things you wanted and planned to do?
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MISSIONARY
OF THE MONTH

I was asked nine months
ago how I would go about
ministry in my new assignment
in Belize, developing a food
pantry would not have been on
the list in my first year. But my
list was not the same as God’s
list.

In 2015, God called me, my

Corozal, Belize — Barbra and Charles Mulemena help to
wife Barbra, and our three sort the monthly support their MCCA churches provide to

those who have been affected economically by COVID-19.
PHOTO: DAVID KAYIJI MULEMENA

children (now we have four)
to go from Zambia (Africa) to
Brazil (South America), an unfamiliar land where we had no contacts. We had
no idea of the language, the culture, the people or anything at all. Yet we packed
up and left all we knew because we helieved God called us there.

From a biblical perspective, the reality is that missionaries don’t necessarily
choose to go, rather God chooses them and takes them there. My family and I did
not have it easy at first. Once we learned Portuguese, we still had to learn the
culture and customs of the Brazilian people.

As missionaries, no matter the expertise in our particular area of ministry,
we need to understand that God can choose to use anyone and anything, but you
will know when God chooses you. Following God, our role is to be humble in
our service. We look to the example of Jesus Christ and how our Christian faith
informs our worldview on culture. We need to grow in our Christian faith and
our walk as missionaries.

Barbra and I chose to open ourselves to learning new cultures, peoples,
traditions, languages and of course, many new things. In 2019, after we settled
in and Brazil began to feel like home, we discovered that God had another list of
things for us to do in Central America, about 3,000 miles northwest of where we
had been in Brazil.




We’ve served in Belize for a little over a year now, where I pastor two
congregations for the Methodist Church in the Caribbean and the Americas and
work on spiritual formation in two Methodist schools. But within eight months
of our transition to Belize, the COVID-19 pandemic entered Central America and
changed everything we knew about how to do ministry. And we learned a little
more about God’s list for us in Belize.

Although the two congregations we serve, one in Corozal and one in
Libertad, have few financial resources, we decided to start a pantry ministry
that provides groceries to 15 families once a month. We’ve maintained this
ministry since March 2020. In love and compassion, we could do no less, and as
time progresses, we marvel at how God used the COVID-19 situation as a way
to connect us to our community, reaching beyond the walls of the churches.

Through this monthly assistance,
which is provided mostly to the Corozal
community and not necessarily to
our congregants, we have built strong
relationships — not only with the
beneficiaries, but also with the local

municipality and law enforcement
as the congregations foster the health

. Backpacks with school supplies for the at-risk
and SafEty of our community. students from two Methodist schools in Belize.

We have learned again to be open FHOTO DAVID KA MULEVERA
to the leadership of the Holy Spirit and allow God to use us, as God can use
anyone and anything for God’s glory.

The Rev. Charles Mulemena serves as a pastor for two congregations
in Belize, Methodist Church of the Caribbean and the Americas, Corozal
Methodist Church and Libertad Methodist Church, which are about seven
miles apart. He also directs spiritual formation for the Methodist Schools in
the Corozal and Libertad communities.

Contact Info: cmulemena@umcmission.org
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06 3-4 06 2 06 =
07 5-6 07 3 07 6
08 7-8 08 Q8hAM 1 08 7
09 9 09 = 09 8
10 10 10 2-3 10 9
11 Lafojof ER 11 4-5 11 10
12 1 12 28RN 1 12 11
13 2 13 Q8183M 1 13 =
14 3-4 14 RLN 1 14 12
15 5 15 Qe 1 15 13
16 6 16 =4 16 14
17 7 17 2-3 17 15
18 =4 18 4-5 18 16
19 8 19 6-7 19 17
20 9-10 20 8-9 20 =
21 1 21 10-11 21 18
22 12 22 12-13 22 19
23 (UESE] 1 23 e 23 20
24 2 24 14-15 24 21
25 = 25 16-17 25 22
26 8 26 18 26 7|5 1
27 4 27 19 27 Fo
28 5-6 28 20 28 2
29 7-8 29 21 29 3
30 9-10 30 e 30 4
31 22
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2021/07 | 2021/08 | 2021/09

Day Bible Chapter Day Bible Chapter Day Bible Chapter
01 7|5t 5 01 0j7¢ = 01 T2 HIRA 1-2
02 6 02 1 02 3-4
03 7 03 28 03 5
04 = 04 4 04 6
05 8 05 5 05 =
06 9 06 6 06 Cl2giEXM 1
07 10 07 7 07 2
08 1 08 =Y 08 3
09 12 09 L 1 09 4
10 13 10 2 10 =M 1-2
1 = 1 ) 1 3
12 14 12 Bl 1 12 =Y
13 15 13 2 13 =M 1
14 16 14 ATR2E 1-2 14 GRS 1-2
15 17 15 = 15 3
16 18 16 3-4 16 4
17 19 17 DR0) 17 5
18 = 18 7 18 6
19 20 19 8 19 =
20 21 20 9 20 7-8
21 22 21 10 21 9
22 23 22 1 22 10
23 24 23 = 23 1
24 24 12 24 12
25 = 25 13 25 13
26 ot 1 26 14 26 =
27 2 27 22| 1 27 OF1E A 1
28 3 28 2 28 2
29 AHpL 1 29 3 29 3-4
30 2 30 = 30 5
31 3 31 4

2021/10 | 2021/11 | 2021/12
Day Bible Chapter Day Bible Chapter Day Bible Chapter
01 ofjAZ 1 01 oAz 33 01 adi-1 3
02 2-3 02 34 02 4:1-13
03 e 03 35 03 4:14-44
04 4-5 04 36 04 5
05 6-7 05 37 05 =
06 8 06 38 06 6
07 9-10 07 = 07 7
08 1 08 39 08 8
09 12 09 40 09 9
10 =4 10 41 10 10
11 13 11 42 11 11
12 14 12 43 12 2
13 15-16 13 44 13 12
14 17 14 Fo 14 13
15 18 15 45 15 14
16 19 16 46 16 15
17 o 17 47 17 16
18 20 18 Of2A 1-2 18 17
19 21 19 3-4 19 =2
20 22 20 5 20 18
21 23 21 = 21 19
22 24 22 6 22 1:1-38
23 25 23 7 23 1:39-80
24 =2 24 8 24 2:1-21
25 26 25 QUi 1 25 222
26 27 26 u 1 26 =4
27 28 27 2 27 20
28 29 28 = 28 21
29 30-31 29 3 29 22
30 32 30 4 30 23
31 = 31 24
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o The ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®) copyright® 2001 by Crossway,

a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. ESV® Text Edition: 2011. The ESV® text

has been reproduced in cooperation with and by permission of Good News Publishers.

Unauthorized reproduction of this publication is prohibited. All rights reserved.

The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), is adapted from the Revised Standard Version

of the Bible, copyright Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the

Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. All rights reserved

lllustrations by Swiss artist and storyteller Annie Vallotton, as taken from the Good News

Translation@1976,1992 American Bible Society.Used by permission.
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