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% Dear Lord 5=,
=
§ From November 2021, 11Qof|=
E Time A]ZF
" Place %4~ oI

sitting before you 39 2Fof gto}
eating your Word 54 9] &&-S Q] 11
praying to you, =27 o} ==

will have a fellowship with you.

Zd3 wAsd 9

Name O]&

Could you not watch with me one hour?
1 3]7} 1he} | 3 A7Hone houn® 7101 91Z &= IEHF? (1} 26:40)
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MXiS LETTERS

£ &=Hl(simply), B QFollA(in faith), &3} ARG 2(with hu-
mility and with love) 3L St A Y5al syt FAI-3] vha2 7]
2] sjLio] 7]ws}A] goAl A& ofo] SA %, AZSIAE gho ] BH Q.
7k 3 4 9l AL vhES 1, o] YsiAlE A vhel tEo] Azl
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Qgholol A : Atk 1E-S B

Q3 717k 3ok FAE Y U FA] ZF5H T sHA|TE F4lo] =
& (griefs) shPEAA FAlE AFsHlth= S (proofs)o]7]9] o
Az ukgo] HolA R 1Y o|f B o E IASZ HiERATHH o 4
A A 4= 32 A 8. A1 A9 Al A 53 (human remedies)&
IfF3 AA2E HA 5] oFd 9] A8 (the providence of GOD) Sl Wi
23E0oloKresign) THL U= AZHU T opte 13 o Yi#sa &4
o] Al fofqk FAZ 1A FAH L I8 7| Ay FU T 3419
2E r¥(all your cares)l &= E7-5t2L 2 AKphysic)= A EI7HA] 4355HA]
F3a1 FAle] & Zojut 7hY, shubd &of JAlE B7] 3 1RA 2E 7]

E 40 o= FEl=ord AYYtt.

At HA A U= shuhd Al W 2 849 AH(bodily diseases) 512+
S A &9 L Abef(the distempers of the soul)E& XA 7| = ghch 1t
TPEUE 13 87](courage)E A 8. F-S0let A& £ glo] s}
Al Q.(make a virtue of necessity). SFaZA 3419 15 Qlof k= o
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SHAITHE Huk=A], o8, 24 Aud 5 9t A 2t FEsA8.
3 Alg o & du|tol WY th IZke A AT A 2 119}
|22 shhaAA 7 w2 A3 9 (most acceptable) 3HA Ut shut
Fole oI5 2 ol & EF5Hl(sweet) 01714 Q. A2 182 7
AU tHLove sweetens pains). 182 & Fa7F shid S ARFE o], 1

J2S 9o 43 geishA 2d2 A= ALYtk A= 124 o
1 U= 7Ryt 25 W(maladies)?] §-¥ 3t X & AKthe only Physi-
cian)o]Al 18 S A5} AARE QRN Q. 1E-2 71 5HH= 2}9] of
| (the FATHER of the afflicted)A| ™, @4t 28| & =& FH]7} Elo] Qe
Yt} 182 L27H Atk AR o BA H(infinitely) %215 AR SHAIA]
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&5l (familiar), F<6H (humble), o1 o= (affectionate) HH2Hcon-
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Chapter 1 s the prelude of Proverbs: the fear of the Lord = the
basis and baginning of knowledge, young people especially
shauld leam the prnciples of ife by understanding wesdom and
instruction: and we are admonished to fve life in sccordance.
with God's will, Chapter 2 continues to slaborste on the benefits
of wisdom, If we want to gan wisdom, wa must seek it. And it

B R B e i
o Y2 UL (2-43)
What should we do to gain
wisdom? (2:2-4}

i seek i1, we will recalve it as s gift from God.

Proverbs 2:1-12

Ty som. if you receive my words and ireasiire up my com-
mandments with you,

2making vour ear attentive to wisdom and inclining your
heart to understanding:

Syes. if vou call out for insight and raise your voice for un-
derstaieding,

4if you seek it like silver and search for it as for hidden trea-
siines.

S then you will understand the fear of the LORD and find the
kmowladge of God

SFor the LORD gives wisdom, from his mouth come
knowledge and understanding;

RS 2 AL
(13-}

Fram whom does wisdom
)
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Boiet 8128 o _
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) Ot A O
7 he stores up sound wisdom for the upright; be is a shield 1 6 =20 '—'T—E
those who walk in integrity,

e FEMNE MRS
# puarding the paths of justice and watching over the way of oo x|oo A
5o KBS CIXALICE,
9Then vou will understand righteousness and justice and AEO Q7|2 MIXOZ
equity.every geodpath, - €y = =

| & v | BS80S, 2 2o

10 for wisdom will come into your heart, and knowledge b T 1 RTINS a1
will be pleasant to your soul; ! = 30| vt = ' tAEIE ;t -" S |_| |:_|-
1 discretion will watch over you, understanding will guard el
you,

12 dehvering you from the way of evil, from men of perven-
ed speech.,
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© S L% One Word
22| F=0|
MAH(life)S w2l
Ol EXE ot 1E9
U££9| A(sword)s
AFESHY 0S| AledE
=2|& 2 A Lo

@ T=7|x One Prayer
= 5'7”3* UZES Sof
THO| M LB HC=

otz 2Hs #aU

© W 3|9t AIFXLS 2t 7|
Prayer for Churches
& Pastors
O] TH0| E0MU=
W3ISS flolf 7|=8fLCt.

NI

Pl 28, 52y

BIghEd| MNIE SEHE HHIE

Klsk= siLiee] HE0Jxt aHof & iapLict

Wisdom is a gift fram God and miest ba saught

Helo| F|malnd of TR 2 -2 PICY, UIR'E HAH0| Sl Hoj B2
LHM ESS] AES THHEH WE SABhe ERILICE 224 BHE
B U 2 28 NS5 0| HiEE MER0] ASRE R Z0)|
B 228 iE0 L3PHEE 418 70| PRttty 20 DiE0| 228w
TSN, oM EREE OIRON SHMA DiE| HHE[2: ZHASH
ISR LB PT9 HAS T 1 302" PLICH3-4E).
UZE 5l 2=t AIHPE FA BE RRE 0 Ylayd. 3EE 15t
£ MO FE 28 T OHX| SILE0RHUCE (0 7:11). X2l Ros
217 Kiaje] 20 GHLHE M TolD 200 ELICE 22|12 =00 all B
33 HR0] ROW XA BHS ¥E = YaUC, TR K2 AE B0
0 0|01 TIRE TP SR Bl TS Sah| SILICH Mise) Hed
& LAME AIME B O B R

HH ATHME X807 | 2Fsupremea)0i7 | W7} 71 ZE 74 T WM
it WRE Hoa T WELch AEs S50j0], 48 Ue A e Y
10 2= @A ELD, T2 SN0 Tt SO Hal FAE HECITHE
H), 20| MELLICH B AHLEE MLt X2EE 28 5 Whs BT,
KIZTR| LEHH| RI3l7} AZITHH, Mefil= S S0i0f Hap0! Rishs vain 3
SR

The Hebrew word for proverts Is “mashal” end mesns *__is the same as.”
It &5 trenslzted-as “parable” and iz &n instuction succingily containg cer—
tain pattems of precepts obsenved in Fe, In Chinese, it is &8 JamEun, It
congists of thy weed “Jam” which means " nesdle’ and "Fun’ which
mians “spaken word.” Combined it means to teach &5 i poking with &
raedie. Fecple with wisdom, mchuding Solomon, deeply obsenved life and
discovered cortai pattams easted, Sedomon begings Chapter 2 with Ty
son”, fike whan & father admonishes his children, The essence of the ed—
monifion is 1o “seek and search.” (2:3-4)

Thars is no parent who would refuse fo give & gt 1o a chid who samesthy
asks for one, Qur Father in Hegven will give good gifts to those who esk
Him. (Mat 7:11} i we went to gam wisdom, then we mast ask for it and
seek God who is the scurce of wisdom, \We must raise cur voice and we
st seek it as if seeking teasures. Then we will be given wisdom and
widerstandng, But if we look at curselves, we might be sumnsed that we
s ot sesking or searching for wisdom, 1s because we do not trest wis—
o &5 & precious Teasure though we know thet we naed wisdom.
Prowerbs 47 says thet wisdom is supreme: therafore, we should gan un-
darstanding evan though it may cost all you Teve, Wisdom & treasurs and
those who balisve that wil saek, search, and ulimately gain i But at the
sarmie fims, wisdom & given by God and God & wisdom. (2:6) In offer
‘wertts, we cannat gain wisdom 1f we are sapsreted from God, [ we had ng
wisdom until now, let us sesk and find tha supreme Eaing and tressu of
‘wisdorm a3 we waloome the New Year
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o242 27 BCE 623-22974 ol 34 597 st
A2 1322 B2, $4 5939 AAPGoZ gyt
A 57197 AAPGL 2 At A0 & AP Yt 119 o]
5 Yehezkel(s]E.2]0})& “shibdo] 75tA shAltt, shubdof 2sff stA
e R0 8 X2 2 o2 o|Add WiAoA dagt Y= Az
AR E B2 YUt AL AX| A} o g u|ofe] HA| A& o Ak
A £, shEF=a} A AXARE G 99l o, HPEEo A A S
T AdYt

Ol AZ20] FSt HA K= FRYULI7?

o222 2FAl0] B ARt 717 9] sfuf, o] AztAnt ko] T Lof A ghe
Zd shtd Ul tiet 2244 S0l 2513 Aol it vtk o, 3]
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B0 o] A2 /15 2 |AHIe] e Ama (1327, 74
503-5874) 123w} w7} ehA] Aok Ano] 7543t 9123348
)0 FAZ B 4 Y&ich, 122 o] A5k 43 Sl Fefs
st Uete) 1 ojefo] o Sl A AR s A8 18] 35
A9 TR AHSH S olA 2 =7t P,

O AZO| =HBHRES2 FRAVIQ?

ojAZo] vpEE 2 F-FA o @A AEL2 214718 Ak 22l 3
& U= WS AU sithd o Ay, o] AT 2 off st A=} oA X
ZIHEAE7N A b2 A7) WG (O] A2 /o FA )& H o5k e
AE71? 2ok shubd 2 Ao EA| 2A7? ofd A Ql ARl A st
W9 A, shbd o Adzle FALN? ot T8 A ol AEE HollA
YA, o 22N = A 27 HAIA S AP .

3373004 o220 A A= A 22 FFLS AAFUT o FA 2 of
T2 A2 253 2, shhd ] Fo] S5E7] A &' A A
Auf, 227], §-2] ol AFA g2 F40] 23] shidAA ¥l
AR Zo] of=t A A A1 FH s S ARY T 34-3778 014+ 8t
YHAN AFSS W71, FRSE SR, dF HEH RS
Ao R, FFAE S shd 9] Kol vehtA Byt 38-397 0014
G=of gt shbd o] A2 FEEA ddolH, shhd A A2 AUy
o). 128131 40-48 =2 shheAM AAsHE A AR, A 78, Al A&l st
oz, FBHAY, 4, A5 352 AR,

EZ2ZFA0NA ANLANE AG/FAR] 3L, I = BAHY
3|52 gshet, ol ado] £ ukE w5 o] S shhd A o] Azt d
4 OAl BoA T Az A71E BolEed A vl M2 714
(3778)2 BAFUH. 0|72 oA o 29 1 2o #F 9 shd S
=5 517] Ao, At F-EolA FA A £yt
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O] AZIA o2t
I. A9 4 (1-3273)

1) frtel oigh shubd o Al 1-24%

2) o]g_le] gt shbd o Al 25-327%
1. shhd wiAg o] A28 mef (33-48%)

1) ok o 2 A gH o A7 33%

) AR EA 34

3) shud Y2k A 35-37%

4) AZEAE 071 4} 38-39%

5) 3152 4 40-48%

O A= =1 AL
OlREA+= 3 84171 k2 Aol 58= o]
A A AAEZ AlFY T ol 2 A A e =
H, F= 241 IRt RS E4] okt e HHT
Hi7g 9] FAtolH, BAE A E #H ARl dsyt 7o 241 I+ st
HO FEAHE E2 &, 595 o|2gtde I AfutEjofe} ofA] 4ol
e Aol A] shtd o WA A & A ZFh ok FA] o 2 HQE2A|(FA 787-
7479yt oA 5= ol A A2 4E HBAWE L A F
i, A, A A=A A 92 AT oA FITA Fh 33l
s Hishs AP oFFAl OO A 7:10-17)9F 5= o] ATt Akt

E2 ol AS FoPduth

2= OfZA ORI AIRIIELITR
ofm At S| W0 2 ol 159 g vl B AR st
A1 LI Ok 43 el A S 2 1w v <] ool
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A3, ofE AT 29T o] Aefele] oA S 1 v-3o] 4553
Utk $AES RS ek M 488 Fto] 345
A BIHE TR, o] e ol Aellat ST S Sl 4
o] A A2 AR oA ARt A2 A AT

S W

-

O A X
L oA uetetie, ol At ek e (1-278)
IL 5= o]2etl Algto] gt o 3-673)

IIL 5 9] 2 (7-97)

IV. 2 o2zt o} ] (90:11-157)

RHICF= S ALITR
AN 7hEl 7P &2 o] F o Al E2 Ak ol 5=
w2} QHITKS]. Obadyah)Z B33, 1 £ ‘05919
& QY. 2uit= 3AHZ DA ok FE Al
At A HlA| &3k719, 19 AdE eske Zlo] HA dsUt
ot 10-1420] A58 AR o] A A=A 7182 = +4
sHA Hedl, 34 5871 4o B8 v b E #E & o=l did

Ao dAjA| 2t o] S5HA HY T

QUL FRl= FAYULN?
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The Book of Ezekiel consists of three parts. While the first
(Chapters 1-24) and second parts (Chapters 25-32) proclaim
the judgment of God as a price for the sins of Israel and sur-
rounding nations, today’s part from Chapter 33 to the end of
the book deals with the redemption and restoration of Israel.

Ezekiel 33:1-10

1The word of the LORD came to me:

2 “Son of man, speak to your people and say to them, If I
bring the sword upon a land, and the people of the land take a
man from among them, and make him their watchman,

3 and if he sees the sword coming upon the land and blows
the trumpet and warns the people,

4then if anyone who hears the sound of the trumpet does not
take warning, and the sword comes and takes him away, his
blood shall be upon his own head.

5 He heard the sound of the trumpet and did not take warn-
ing; his blood shall be upon himself. But if he had taken
warning, he would have saved his life.

6 But if the watchman sees the sword coming and does not
blow the trumpet, so that the people are not warned, and the
sword comes and takes any one of them, that person is taken
away in his iniquity, but his blood I will require at the watch-
man’s hand.

7 “So you, son of man, I have made a watchman for the
house of Israel. Whenever you hear a word from my mouth,
you shall give them warning from me.

8 If I say to the wicked, O wicked one, you shall surely die,
and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from his
way, that wicked person shall die in his iniquity, but his
blood I will require at your hand.

9 But if you warn the wicked to turn from his way, and he
does not turn from his way, that person shall die in his iniqui-
ty, but you will have delivered your soul.

10 “And you, son of man, say to the house of Israel, Thus
have you said: ‘Surely our transgressions and our sins are
upon us, and we rot away because of them. How then can we
live?’

AL (1ME)

What method is there for the
people of Israel, who dis-
obeyed God, to be redeemed
and restored? (33:11)

Asto] 42 Aopte 22wl
OEM 0] M&ol| o FA2|E
LHOF &7te?

As a Methodist who tries to
live a life of sanctification,
what kind of voice should
you proclaim to the world?
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If you were the watchman, what would you do?
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In today’s scripture, God suggested to Ezekiel to imagine “If you were
the watchmen of the gate, what would you do when you saw the ene-
mies approaching?” What if the same question was asked of you? “If
you were the watchman, and while you were in the middle of doing
something you saw dangers like enemies approaching your gate, what
would you do?” “Is the personal matter you were taking care of a high—
er priority? Or is blowing a trumpet to warn the people higher priority?”
To this question, most people would say, “Of course we must blow the
trumpet first because that is the duty of the watchman.” But in actuali-
ty, we often do not do that.

A long time ago, | was in middle school and waiting in line to catch a
bus. Then suddenly | witnessed a crime where a pickpocket snatched
a wallet out of a handbag of a lady who was standing right next to me.
| should have screamed “a pickpocket!” but | could not say anything
out of fear and surprise. Of course, there are comforting excuses such
as | was too young or it was too dangerous, etc. But how often do we
not say things when we should have? | am talking about times when
we do not proclaim the Gospel, when we turn away from the scenes
of sins, and when we do not share the pains and wounds of others.
How often do we say things by defining and deciding matters relying
only on our own thoughts and minds? | hope and pray that we would
be able to say what God has in His mind, especially the justice of God
and the Gospel, as we expect God would say it.
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God warned the shepherds who were interested in only their
own greed not paying attention to take care of the flocks.
God proclaimed that He would no longer rely on the shep—
herds to take care of the flocks but that God Himself would
feed and redeem the flocks.

Ezekiel 34:7-16

7“Therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the LORD:

8 As1live, declares the Lord GOD, surely because my sheep
have become a prey, and my sheep have become food for all
the wild beasts, since there was no shepherd, and because
my shepherds have not searched for my sheep, but the shep-
herds have fed themselves, and have not fed my sheep,

9 therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the LORD:

10 Thus says the Lord GOD, Behold, I am against the shep-
herds, and I will require my sheep at their hand and put a stop
to their feeding the sheep. No longer shall the shepherds feed
themselves. I will rescue my sheep from their mouths, that
they may not be food for them.

11 “For thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, I myself will
search for my sheep and will seek them out.

12 As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among his
sheep that have been scattered, so will I seek out my sheep,
and [ will rescue them from all places where they have been
scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness.

13 And I will bring them out from the peoples and gather
them from the countries, and will bring them into their own
land. And I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the
ravines, and in all the inhabited places of the country.

14 1 will feed them with good pasture, and on the mountain
heights of Israel shall be their grazing land. There they shall
lie down in good grazing land, and on rich pasture they shall
feed on the mountains of Israel.

15 T myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I myself
will make them lie down, declares the Lord GOD.

16 T will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I
will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, and
the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them in jus-
tice.
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Why were the shepherds
punished by God? (34:3-4)

Try to find people around you
who would need your help.
What can you do for them
today?
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In today’s scripture Ezekiel 34:8, we detect God's sadness. “My
flock lacks a shepherd and so has been plundered and has become
food for all the wild animals.” Of course, those shepherds may
have offered food to the flock, may have taken care of the flock in
their own way, and took care of the flock in the name of a shep—
herd. But God declared that “there was no shepherd” although
there were shepherds but in name only. What kind of shepherds
were they causing God not to give them credit?

Ezekiel 34:3-4 has the answer. “You eat the curds, clothe your-
selves with the wool and slaughter the choice animals, but you do
not take care of the flock. You have not strengthened the weak or
healed the sick or bound up the injured. You have not brought back
the strays or searched for the lost. You have ruled them harshly
and brutally.”

These verses remind us of the image of Jesus Christ as depicted
by the prophet Isaiah. “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he
has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me
to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the
blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s
favor.”(Luke 4:18-19). | hope and pray that you will become the
hope of the world as we try to emulate Jesus Christ, being led and
renewed afresh by the Holy Spirit.
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The Sovereign Lord said through the prophet Ezekiel that
Mount Seir, that is the tribe of Edom, would become a deso-
late waste. The reason for their judgment was because they
refused to help Israel when Israel was facing difficulties be-
cause of old grievances against Israel even though they were
related by blood.

Ezekiel 35:1-9

1The word of the LORD came to me:

2“Son of man, set your face against Mount Seir, and prophe-
sy against i,

3 and say to it, Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I am
against you, Mount Seir, and I will stretch out my hand
against you, and I will make you a desolation and a waste.

4T will lay your cities waste, and you shall become a desola-
tion, and you shall know that I am the LORD.

5 Because you cherished perpetual enmity and gave over the
people of Israel to the power of the sword at the time of their
calamity, at the time of their final punishment,

6 therefore, as I live, declares the Lord GOD, I will prepare
you for blood, and blood shall pursue you; because you did
not hate bloodshed, therefore blood shall pursue you.

71 will make Mount Seir a waste and a desolation, and I will
cut off from it all who come and go.

8 And I will fill its mountains with the slain. On your hills
and in your valleys and in all your ravines those slain with
the sword shall fall.

2] will make you a perpetual desolation, and your cities shall
not be inhabited. Then you will know that [ am the LORD.
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What were the details of the
judgment against Edom?
(35:14-15)
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Is there any anger left in me?
What caused my anger? How
can | resolve it if | deploy the
way of the Lord?
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Since the breakout of the COVID-19 pandemic, news media has
reported a sizable increase of “hate crimes”. The so-called hate
crime stems from “anger,” “prejudice,” or/and “hate” toward
someone and may lead to criminal acts. Though not the level of
criminal acts, we can easily find “people in anger.” Our homes and
churches are no exception.

In today’s scripture, Edom were the descendants of Esau. Esau
traded away his right as the first-born son to his younger brother
Jacob for a bow! of bean porridge. Hence Jacob inherited the right
to be blessed. But Esau refused to accept the consequences and
remained angry and jealous toward Jacob and hatred of Israel also
remained in generation after generation of Esau’s descendants.
Much time had passed when northern Israel was destroyed by As—
syria and southern Israel was destroyed by Babylon. Edom was
watching all of this from the sideline but turned their face away
from Israel, not helping Israel or Judah at all. Instead, they rejoiced
in and enjoyed the demise of Israel. God called this a sin.

Do you have anger towards someone now? According to many
medical journal reports, if anger is kept within you, it raises blood
pressure, negatively affects diabetes, and also increases the prob—
ability of heart attacks and strokes. Aside from these dangers,
when we reflect upon the anger in ourselves and can turn it into
prayer and forgiveness, we will see and understand clearly what
God wants us to do.
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Whereas Chapter 35 mentioned that Mount Seir would be
desolate waste, Chapter 36 prophesied that the mountains
that became desolate would be cleaned up by God and be
completely restored.

Ezekiel 36:22-32

22 “Therefore say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord
GOD: It is not for your sake, O house of Israel, that I am
about to act, but for the sake of my holy name, which you
have profaned among the nations to which you came.

23 And [ will vindicate the holiness of my great name, which
has been profaned among the nations, and which you have
profaned among them. And the nations will know that I am
the LORD, declares the Lord GOD, when through you I vin-
dicate my holiness before their eyes.

24 T will take you from the nations and gather you from all
the countries and bring you into your own land.

25 ] will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean
from all your uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will
cleanse you.

26 And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit  will put
within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your
flesh and give you a heart of flesh.

27 And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk
in my statutes and be careful to obey my rules.

28You shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers, and
you shall be my people, and I will be your God.

29 And [ will deliver you from all your uncleannesses. And
will summon the grain and make it abundant and lay no fam-
ine upon you.

30 will make the fruit of the tree and the increase of the field
abundant, that you may never again suffer the disgrace of
famine among the nations.

31 Then you will remember your evil ways, and your deeds
that were not good, and you will loathe yourselves for your
iniquities and your abominations.

32 [t is not for your sake that I will act, declares the Lord
GOD; let that be known to you. Be ashamed and confound-
ed for your ways, O house of Israel.
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In the process of Israel’s res—
toration, what was actually
restored? (36:8-12)
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What are you missing now?
What made the rift between
you and them (God, wife/
husband, children, and
church friends) wider?
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Does spring come to the stolen fields?
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During the Japanese occupation of Korea, Poet SangHwa Lee,
sympathetically expressed the miserable feelings of Koreans in his
best-known poem called “Will Spring come on the stolen fields?”
Through the poem, the poet expressed the pains of reality while
reminding the readers that there was no peace or joy because our
land had become the lost land in spite of the fact that Spring had
come. Since the pandemic, this poem is being widely read again in
a different vein. Perhaps the pains and difficulties of the pandemic
are well reflected in the poem. In other words, our anxiety in life
coming after the pandemic is well reflected in the poem.
Then, in the midst of Israel’s reality as described in today’s scrip—
ture, what kind of meaning does the question in the poem convey?
As a matter of fact, the reality of Israel was quite desperate be-
cause their valleys and mountains were seized by Babylon. But the
fact of the matter is that Israel had lost something more important
than external materials. They lost “the Holy Name of the Lord.”
Thus, if “Spring has to come to their stolen land,” more than any-
thing else, the Holy Name of the Lord must be restored. Therefore,
Prayer for Churches & Pastors God declared that He would cleanse Israel of all things dirty and
idolatry by giving them fresh minds through the new spirit that God
would plant in Israel. God would make Israelites obey the rules and
laws of God. | pray and bless that a warm and beautiful spring will
come to your life.
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The word of restoration of Israel continues. Especially
through “the vision of dry bones” shown to Ezekiel, God pro—
claimed that Judah and Israel would become new and would
know God.

Ezekiel 37:1-14

1The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out in
the Spirit of the LORD and set me down in the middle of the val-
ley; it was full of bones.

2 And he led me around among them, and behold, there were
very many on the surface of the valley, and behold, they were

very dry.

3 And he said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?”” And |
answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.”

4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy over these bones, and say to
them, O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD.

5 Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: Behold, I will cause
breath to enter you, and you shall live.

6 And I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come
upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and
you shall live, and you shall know that  am the LORD.”

7 So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied,
there was a sound, and behold, a rattling, and the bones came to-
gether, bone to its bone.

8 And I looked, and behold, there were sinews on them, and
flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them. But
there was no breath in them.

9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son
of man, and say to the breath, Thus says the Lord GOD: Come
from the four winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that
they may live.”

10 So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came
into them, and they lived and stood on their feet, an exceedingly
greatarmy.

11 Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole
house of Israel. Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and
our hope is lost; we are indeed cut off.

12 Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord
GOD: Behold, I will open your graves and raise you from your
graves, O my people. And [ will bring you into the land of Israel.

13 And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your
graves, and raise you from your graves, O my people.

14 And I will put my Spirit within you, and you shall live, and I
will place you in your own land. Then you shall know that I am
the LORD; I have spoken, and I will do it, declares the LORD.”
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Why did God want to revive
Israel that was dead as dry
bones? (37:13-14)
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Do you have experience with
‘what the Lord accom-
plished?” How have those
things changed you?
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The prophet Ezekiel was led by God to the valley that was full of
dry bones. Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, try to imagine. What
kind of place was the valley? The desolate valley full of dry bones
means that there was something more than pains and desolation
of death. The space was a symbol of isolation and dread, having
been dead and abandoned for a long time without any change. It
was a reality that no trace of hope could be found anywhere.

In the middle of absolute silence, an awakening question comes to
him from God. “Can these bones live?” If you were him, how would
you answer? “These bones cannot live” would be a more realistic
and normal answer. That is why the vision of Ezekiel was that
much more surprising.

Whereas we feel certain that the dry bones are dead, God viewed
them as alive. As long as our Lord looked at the dry bones as alive,
the dry bones will definitely live again. But we must remember one
thing. There was one thing missing when the dry bones became
alive again. The body became alive but there was no spirit of God.
Dear brothers and sisters of the United Methodist Church, be filled
with the Holy Spirit. When God is with you, all things are possible.
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Chapters 38 and 39 prophesied about the invasion of Israel
by King “Gog” who ruled Meshech and Tubal. But the Lord
will face them and pass judgment against them.

Ezekiel 38:10-18

10 “Thus says the Lord GOD: On that day, thoughts will
come into your mind, and you will devise an evil scheme

11 and say, ‘I will go up against the land of unwalled villag-
es. [ will fall upon the quiet people who dwell securely, all of
them dwelling without walls, and having no bars or gates,’

12 to seize spoil and carry off plunder, to turn your hand
against the waste places that are now inhabited, and the peo-
ple who were gathered from the nations, who have acquired
livestock and goods, who dwell at the center of the earth.

13 Sheba and Dedan and the merchants of Tarshish and all its
leaders will say to you, ‘Have you come to seize spoil? Have
you assembled your hosts to carry off plunder, to carry away
silver and gold, to take away livestock and goods, to seize
greatspoil?’

14 “Therefore, son of man, prophesy, and say to Gog, Thus
says the Lord GOD: On that day when my people Israel are
dwelling securely, will you not know it?

15 You will come from your place out of the uttermost parts
of the north, you and many peoples with you, all of them rid-
ing on horses, a great host, a mighty army.

16 You will come up against my people Israel, like a cloud
covering the land. In the latter days I will bring you against
my land, that the nations may know me, when through you,
0O Gog, I vindicate my holiness before their eyes.

17 “Thus says the Lord GOD: Are you he of whom I spoke
in former days by my servants the prophets of Israel, who
in those days prophesied for years that I would bring you
against them?

18 But on that day, the day that Gog shall come against the
land of Israel, declares the Lord GOD, my wrath will be
roused in my anger.
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Why did God allow Israel to
be attacked? (38:16)
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Have you experienced finding
the will of God in the middle
of your pain and desperation?
How did that experience
transform you?
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As | watched the war at “Magog” raged by “Gog” in Ezekiel 38, |
connect them to “Gog” and “Magog” mentioned in Revelation 20:8.
The record of “Gog” who was used to attack Israel that was just
restored from the slavery of Babylon is connected after a long time
to and reappeared again as prophesy in Revelation. That is certainly
very interesting. The interpretation of all prophecies should be
treated with care and prudence, but one thing is clear about these
two prophecies. Both are about the words of God's judgment
against those who opposed God.

When we look at “Gog” who was attacking Israel in today’s scrip—
ture, Israel had absolutely no chance to win. In short, the situation
facing Israel now was like a “sobbing” cry. But there was one ele-
ment to reverse the situation. That was whether “God was with
them or not.” It was God who chose Gog to attack Israel and it was
also God who destroyed Gog. All of this was “to show that God
was alive and to give glory to God.”

Therefore, when God is with us the result will change from a “sob-
bing cry” to a “melody.” | hope that you will find the will of God in
the midst of your “sobbing cry.” And through the work of God who
could reverse even such a dire situation, | hope and bless that you
would declare “glory be to God” with “melody.”
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Today’s scripture declares Gog that invaded Israel would be
completely destroyed. And at the same time of Gog's judg—
ment, it prophesies the beginning of the restoration of Israel.

Ezekiel 39:1-4, 10-16

1“And you, son of man, prophesy against Gog and say, Thus
says the Lord GOD: Behold, I am against you, O Gog, chief
prince of Meshech and Tubal.

2 And I will turn you about and drive you forward, and bring
you up from the uttermost parts of the north, and lead you
against the mountains of Israel.

3 Then I will strike your bow from your left hand, and will
make your arrows drop out of your right hand.

4 You shall fall on the mountains of Israel, you and all your
hordes and the peoples who are with you. I will give you to
birds of prey of every sort and to the beasts of the field to be
devoured.

10 50 that they will not need to take wood out of the field or
cut down any out of the forests, for they will make their fires
of the weapons. They will seize the spoil of those who de-
spoiled them, and plunder those who plundered them, de-
clares the Lord GOD.

11“On that day [ will give to Gog a place for burial in Israel,
the Valley of the Travelers, east of the sea. It will block the
travelers, for there Gog and all his multitude will be buried.
Itwill be called the Valley of Hamon-gog.

12 For seven months the house of Israel will be burying
them, in order to cleanse the land.

13 All the people of the land will bury them, and it will bring
them renown on the day that I show my glory, declares the
Lord GOD.

14 They will set apart men to travel through the land regular-
ly and bury those travelers remaining on the face of the land,
so as to cleanse it. At the end of seven months they will make
their search.

15 And when these travel through the land and anyone sees a
human bone, then he shall set up a sign by it, till the buriers
have buried it in the Valley of Hamon-gog.

16 (Hamonabh is also the name of the city.) Thus shall they
cleanse the land.
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Why are some men selected
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When the mighty Gog invaded Israel, nobody could imagine the
result. Israel was totally unprepared to defend the attacks because
Israel was hoping for peace and was not preparing for any battle.
Gog will plunder and loot Israel. How is this world treating you?
How can we defend ourselves against the attack of material, pow—
er, and prestige? Unless we live as they do, we may be pushed
aside, stumble, be injured, or be disappointed.

But that is not a defeat. 2 Corinthians 6:9-10 says, “known, yet re-
garded as unknown, dying, and yet we live on; and yet not killed;
sorrowful, yet always rejoicing, and yet possessing everything.”
The destruction of the army of Gog in today’s scripture is devastat—
ing beyond our imagination. God declared that Gog would be de-
feated and their dead bodies would be devoured by rough birds
and wild animals. God said that it would take 7 years to burn their
weapons and it would take 7 years to bury their bodies in the valley
of Hamon Gog. Here specifically the perfect number 7 was used
repeatedly. That means God intended a complete reversal of the
drama. Do you trust the power of God? Let us expect complete re—
versal of drama in our lives.
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The contents contained in Chapters 40 through 48 are re-
garding the new temple and new law revealed to Ezekiel
through his vision. The temple that Ezekiel saw was a new
and ideal Jerusalem where the temple was the center of
the city. Today’s scripture deals with the outside area of the
temple, especially the courtyard, the walls, and the gate that
leads to the temple.

Ezekiel 40:1-4, 10-16

1In the twenty-fifth year of our exile, at the beginning of the
year, on the tenth day of the month, in the fourteenth year af-
ter the city was struck down, on that very day, the hand of the
LORD was upon me, and he brought me to the city.

2 In visions of God he brought me to the land of Israel, and
set me down on a very high mountain, on which was a struc-
ture like a city to the south.

3 When he brought me there, behold, there was a man whose
appearance was like bronze, with a linen cord and a measur-
ing reed in his hand. And he was standing in the gateway.

4 And the man said to me, “Son of man, look with your eyes,
and hear with your ears, and set your heart upon all that I
shall show you, for you were brought here in order that I
might show it to you. Declare all that you see to the house of
Israel.”

And behold, there was a wall all around the outside of the
temple area, and the

10 And there were three side rooms on either side of the east
gate. The three were of the same size, and the jambs on either
side were of the same size.

11 Then he measured the width of the opening of the gate-
way, ten cubits; and the length of the gateway, thirteen cu-
bits.

12 There was a barrier before the side rooms, one cubit on ei-
ther side. And the side rooms were six cubits on either side.

13 Then he measured the gate from the ceiling of the one side
room to the ceiling of the other, a breadth of twenty-five cu-
bits; the openings faced each other.

14 He measured also the vestibule, twenty cubits. And
around the vestibule of the gateway was the court.

15 From the front of the gate at the entrance to the front of the
inner vestibule of the gate was fifty cubits.

16 And the gateway had windows all around, narrowing in-
wards toward the side rooms and toward their jambs, and
likewise the vestibule had windows all around inside, and on
the jambs were palm trees.
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The name Ezekiel means “God will make him strong.” And he was
the prophet who delivered the message of comfort and encour—
agement to the people of Israel that they too would someday be
made strong by God. The temple had a special meaning to the Is—
raelites. Until then they experienced the presence of God at the
temple. But in the land of Babylon where they were taken to as
prisoners, the temple no longer existed.

This meant that the presence of God also was gone. At that time,
God fed Ezekiel the Word of God and told him to proclaim the
Word. He was inviting them to a new era when the presence of
God could be experienced through the Word. At the very center,
there was the new temple that would be designed and shaped by
God.

Since the pandemic, many churches were unable to have in—per—
son worship services at the churches. As a substitute, we had on—
line worship services and, as a result, we began to develop new
thoughts and minds about sanctuary and worship service. Now as
we begin a new era called Post-Pandemic we are standing at a
very important watershed point. “How can we revitalize the wor-
ship service?” What is clear is that the restoration of this worship
will also bring about the restoration of our lives.
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Today’s scripture deals with the interior of the temple: the
sanctuary and the Most Holy Place, the annex building side
rooms and the west side annex building of the temple. The
measurements continue to the outer courtyard centered
around trees.

Ezekiel 41:1-11

1 Then he brought me to the nave and measured the jambs.
On each side six cubits was the breadth of the jambs.

2 And the breadth of the entrance was ten cubits, and the
sidewalls of the entrance were five cubits on either side.
And he measured the length of the nave, forty cubits, and its
breadth, twenty cubits.

3 Then he went into the inner room and measured the jambs
of the entrance, two cubits; and the entrance, six cubits; and
the sidewalls on either side of the entrance, seven cubits.

4 And he measured the length of the room, twenty cubits,
and its breadth, twenty cubits, across the nave. And he said
tome, “This is the Most Holy Place.”

5 Then he measured the wall of the temple, six cubits thick,
and the breadth of the side chambers, four cubits, all around
the temple.

6 And the side chambers were in three stories, one over anoth-
er, thirty in each story. There were offsets all around the wall
of the temple to serve as supports for the side chambers, so
that they should not be supported by the wall of the temple.

7 And it became broader as it wound upward to the side
chambers, because the temple was enclosed upward all
around the temple. Thus the temple had a broad area up-
ward, and so one went up from the lowest story to the top
story through the middle story.

8] saw also that the temple had a raised platform all around,
the foundations of the side chambers measured a full reed of
six long cubits.

9 The thickness of the outer wall of the side chambers was
five cubits. The free space between the side chambers of the
temple and the

10 other chambers was a breadth of twenty cubits all around
the temple on every side.

11 And the doors of the side chambers opened on the free
space, one door toward the north, and another door toward
the south. And the breadth of the free space was five cubits
allaround.
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59



St Oorar

St U one Word
Y O 70| SYot7| Hah
s FMcHUBS
=&

CIA

JE7 |E One Prayer
s FHULZEOZ

S Aot B2

Y V=S VIS

w3t AIHXIS 2f8t 7|=
Prayer for Churches & Pastors

60

9919 21 Voices from The Hill
fel= HSeH YL
Are we the holy temple?

OfAZ0| H0| O[ZHASLIC O FH2 8 HHE ks X0| Ot
LTt SAl g2 "SR, IS, O, HRE, 25, g, 44, XY
47 502 FHEN UA=L|, 25 ZE0M Lot T2 St 49t
Riga QU L7 IAZS FAR0IA7| Th20f AR S| 2ttt
HES2 S0Z = gl= A= S0Z 4 UARITL, SEON Lot
= AN KL= SOZE = UASLITE ALoHH ofLtEe] A7t
E0] U= A gAE 1H0] T o, HHARSR0] 314 MiEQ| IS 7HX| 2
S0Z 3= A= X017 | HEYLICE

O] X[ dALt HAE E5H WS H|woHEH, X[EAT AR M2 O
Zi 2= O Sh= A2 € & USYL. 0l= ofLt=] AREAL! X|
g2t O YAEOE O AHSoH| FEE0RES EoFE AYUCL
%, o2 O1ZAH 2| MR 2= SoliM: 11 2|0|E Fefo| HZot
1 oS

DAETN 3 16E2 L20fA| 01FA LR “Halks |t ikt
5Ol Gl 2t ShiEol 40| 3| Mol AM= RS 2K Rot=L”
Sttgel §He =M 22|= 0EA shtg2| St silig ol L=tE EaiL
1 MEE 4 USTNQ? T2\ 0 otige| HES HH22M 22|= HitLt
TEE &S HOPIL ASNQ?

Ezekiel arrived at the temple. Here the temple does not mean the
whole temple. At the time, the temple consisted of “Entrances,
outer courtyard, inner courtyard, burn altar, laver, porch, sanctuary,
and the Most Holy Place,” but in today’s scripture, the temple
meant “the porch, sanctuary and the Most Holy Place.” Since Eze-
kiel was a priest he was able to enter the sanctuary with an angel
but not ordinary people, but he was prohibited to enter the Most
Holy Place as mentioned in Chapter 41:3. The Most Holy Place was
where the Ark of Covenant was placed and only the High Priest
was allowed to enter once a year with the blood offering of the an—
imal sacrificed.

When we compare the measurement of the sanctuary and the
Most Holy Place, the walls are thicker and corridors are narrower in
the Most Holy Place than in the sanctuary. This shows that the
Most Holy Place was where the presence of God was and conse-
quently was distinguished as most holy from other places. In other
words, God tried to deliver His clear meaning even through the de-
tailed measurement of the temple.

1 Corinthians 3:16 tells us, “Don’t you know that you yourselves
are God's temple and that God’s Spirit lives in you?” As a temple of
God, how can we expose the will of God and deliver it? How dis—
tinguished is our life from the rest of the world as a holy temple of
God?
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Today’s scripture describes the priest’s rooms located on the
left and right side of the new main temple building and the
shape of the outer walls that surround the entire temple.

Ezekiel 42:10-20

10 In the thickness of the wall of the court, on the south al-
so, opposite the yard and opposite the building, there were
chambers

11 with a passage in front of them. They were similar to the
chambers on the north, of the same length and breadth, with
the same exits and arrangements and doors,

12 a5 were the entrances of the chambers on the south. There
was an entrance at the beginning of the passage, the passage
before the corresponding wall on the east as one enters them.

13 Then he said to me, “The north chambers and the south
chambers opposite the yard are the holy chambers, where
the priests who approach the LORD shall eat the most holy
offerings. There they shall put the most holy offerings--the
grain offering, the sin offering, and the guilt offering--for the
placeisholy.

14 When the priests enter the Holy Place, they shall not go
out of it into the outer court without laying there the gar-
ments in which they minister, for these are holy. They shall
put on other garments before they go near to that which is for
the people.”

15 Now when he had finished measuring the interior of the
temple area, he led me out by the gate that faced east, and
measured the temple area all around.

16 He measured the east side with the measuring reed, 500
cubits by the measuring reed all around.

17 He measured the north side, 500 cubits by the measuring
reed all around.

18 He measured the south side, 500 cubits by the measuring
reed.

19 Then he turned to the west side and measured, 500 cubits
by the measuring reed.

20 He measured it on the four sides. It had a wall around it,
cubits long and cubits broad, to make a separation between
the holy and the common.
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The separate rooms led by angels were places where the priests ate
the most holy offerings and also holy places where the sin offerings
and the guilt offerings were placed. They were also used as a place to
store the clothes that the priests wore when they entered the sanctu-
ary. As they went out through the east gate the walls were visible and
were there to separate the holiness of God from the secular world.
Therefore, all of the rooms and the walls were there as a means of
protecting the holiness from the secular world.

When | returned to the US from my missionary tenure in the Domini-
can Republic and Haiti, the most surprising thing | experienced was
that there was no wall around any house. Some even told me that they
did not bother locking their doors when they went out. On the other
hand, in the Dominican Republic and Haiti, walls are built as high as
possible so that the inside could not be seen from the outside. In addi-
tion, all the doors and windows are enforced with heavy metal wires.
You can guess why. There are too many burglars.

Nowadays in the US, the demand for “safety cameras” and “video
doorbells” is increasing sharply. The US is no longer safe and camera
installations are needed to protect against burglary. People will contin—
ue to deploy gadgets to protect their possessions. As the world be—
comes more secularized, how can we preserve holiness as distin—
guished from the world? What kind of effort are you exercising to
distinguish and to protect? | hope that your church or home will be-
come a strong wall to protect your holy life.
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Today’s text describes the return of the Lord’s glory that had
departed from the temple in chapter 10. Upon the return of
the Lord’s glory in the temple, the Lord will renew the cove-
nant with His people.

Ezekiel 43:1-9

1Then he led me to the gate, the gate facing east.

2 And behold, the glory of the God of Isracl was coming
from the east. And the sound of his coming was like the
sound of many waters, and the earth shone with his glory.

3 And the vision I saw was just like the vision that I had seen
when he came to destroy the city, and just like the vision that
I'had seen by the Chebar canal. And I fell on my face.

4 As the glory of the LORD entered the temple by the gate
facing east,

5 the Spirit lifted me up and brought me into the inner court;
and behold, the glory of the LORD filled the temple.

6 While the man was standing beside me, [ heard one speak-
ing to me out of the temple,

7 and he said to me, “Son of man, this is the place of my
throne and the place of the soles of my feet, where I will
dwell in the midst of the people of Israel forever. And the
house of Israel shall no more defile my holy name, neither
they, nor their kings, by their whoring and by the dead bod-
ies of their kings at their high places,

8 by setting their threshold by my threshold and their door-
posts beside my doorposts, with only a wall between me and
them. They have defiled my holy name by their abomina-
tions that they have committed, so I have consumed them in
my anger.

2 Now let them put away their whoring and the dead bodies
of their kings far from me, and I will dwell in their midst for-
ever.
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Why did the Lord leave the
temple? (43:7-9)
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ing out the commands in
your life?
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The temple that was once bereft of the Lord’s glory due to sins of
Israel is now filled again with the Lord’s glory. This is the fulfilment
of the Lord’s promise to the people of Israel who repented of their
sins. In this time of renewal and restoration, the Lord commands
three things to His people.

First, put away their prostitution and the funeral offerings for their
kings. (43:9)

The corruption of Israel involved not only engaging in physical acts
of prostitution but also spiritual corruption of betraying the Lord and
worshipping other gods. Furthermore, they trusted the kings and
others who had prestige and political power instead of trusting the
Lord.

Second, be faithful to the design of the temple and follow all its
regulations and laws. (43:11) The Lord commands them once again
to obey and follow His Word. This is what the people who love the
Lord should do.

Third, present burnt offerings and fellowship offerings on the altar.
This command is the command to be faithful and diligent in their
worship of the Lord. The restoration of Israel took place with the
return of the Lord’s glory. It's no different with our family, our
church and our country. More important than the physical prosperi—
ty is having the Lord’s glory in our lives.
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In Chapters 44-46, the regulations regarding the Temple of
the Lord is presented. Today’s text deals with the temple
gate that faces east and the priests. The regulations regard—
ing the priests are presented in the first half while the reg-
ulations regarding the purity of the priests are stated in the
second half.

Ezekiel 44:4-14

4Then he brought me by way of the north gate to the front of the
temple, and I looked, and behold, the glory of the LORD filled
the temple of the LORD. And I fell on my face.

5 And the LORD said to me, “Son of man, mark well, see with
your eyes, and hear with your ears all that I shall tell you con-
cerning all the statutes of the temple of the LORD and all its
laws. And mark well the entrance to the temple and all the exits
from the sanctuary.

6 And say to the rebellious house, to the house of Israel, Thus
says the Lord GOD: O house of Israel, enough of all your
abominations,

7 in admitting foreigners, uncircumcised in heart and flesh, to
be in my sanctuary, profaning my temple, when you offer to me
my food, the fat and the blood. You have broken my covenant,
in addition to all your abominations.

8 And you have not kept charge of my holy things, but you have
set others to keep my charge for you in my sanctuary.

9 “Thus says the Lord GOD: No foreigner, uncircumcised in
heart and flesh, of all the foreigners who are among the people
of Israel, shall enter my sanctuary.

10 But the Levites who went far from me, going astray from me
after their idols when Israel went astray, shall bear their punish-
ment.

11 They shall be ministers in my sanctuary, having oversight at
the gates of the temple and ministering in the temple. They shall
slaughter the burnt offering and the sacrifice for the people, and
they shall stand before the people, to minister to them.

12 Because they ministered to them before their idols and be-
came a stumbling block of iniquity to the house of Israel, there-
fore I have sworn concerning them, declares the Lord GOD,
and they shall bear their punishment.

13 They shall not come near to me, to serve me as priest, nor
come near any of my holy things and the things that are most
holy, but they shall bear their shame and the abominations that
they have committed.

14Yet I will appoint them to keep charge of the temple, to do all
its service and all that is to be done in it.
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Why should the priests take
off the clothes they have
been ministering in when
they go into the outer court
where people are? (44:19)

rr gon
o 4T

(G111 A el TS R S VA
H, A0 Al oLfES Q14X o
2 OHt= Of|uH7+ =[A| 57| 2ol
M 2= OEH| sHof &71e?
What can we do in order to
experience worship not as a
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which we have a personal
encounter with God?
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The angel of the Lord brought Ezekiel to the front of the temple.
There, Ezekiel saw the glory of the Lord filling the temple, and he
fell facedown. The Lord then tells Ezekiel to “listen closely and give
attention” to everything the Lord is about to tell him. Ezekiel was to
give attention to the Word of the Lord and to the entrance to the
temple and all the exits of the sanctuary. In other words, Ezekiel
was to observe all the regulations regarding the temple with his
whole heart. Simply put, the Lord wanted Ezekiel to obey all the
regulations as one who worships the Lord.

In our text today, the Lord points out the “detestable practices” of
the Levites. The Lord points out that the Levites who are charged
with taking care of the worship themselves did not observe the
regulations. Perhaps, they may have maintained their appearance
to be holy in the eyes of people and they may have carried out their
minimal duties as Levites. And for that, people may have respected
them. But the Lord who sees the heart declares that they will no
longer be entrusted priestly duties.

The reason for this was that they did not serve the Lord with all of
their heart. What is worship to us? Is it something that we would
never exchange for anything else? Is it something to which we are
fully committed? | pray that you will worship in truth and in spirit
tomorrow.
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What God desires from the people of Israel is that they live a
holy life in the new land. Today’s text deals with sections of
the land that is to be set aside as a sacred district, the rules
that the rulers must follow, purity rituals, and instructions for
observing festivals.

Ezekiel 45:1-9

1 “When you allot the land as an inheritance, you shall set
apart for the LORD a portion of the land as a holy district,
25,000 cubits long and 20,000 cubits broad. It shall be holy
throughout its whole extent.

2 Of this a square plot of 500 by 500 cubits shall be for the
sanctuary, with fifty cubits for an open space around it.

3 And from this measured district you shall measure off a
section 25,000 cubits long and 10,000 broad, in which shall
be the sanctuary, the Most Holy Place.

4 It shall be the holy portion of the land. It shall be for the
priests, who minister in the sanctuary and approach the
LORD to minister to him, and it shall be a place for their
houses and a holy place for the sanctuary.

5 Another section, 25,000 cubits long and 10,000 cubits
broad, shall be for the Levites who minister at the temple, as
their possession for cities to live in.

6 “Alongside the portion set apart as the holy district you
shall assign for the property of the city an area 5,000 cubits
broad and 25,000 cubits long. It shall belong to the whole
house of Israel.

7*And to the prince shall belong the land on both sides of the
holy district and the property of the city, alongside the ho-
ly district and the property of the city, on the west and on the
east, corresponding in length to one of the tribal portions,
and extending from the western to the eastern boundary

8 of the land. It is to be his property in Israel. And my princes
shall no more oppress my people, but they shall let the house
of Israel have the land according to their tribes.

9 “Thus says the Lord GOD: Enough, O princes of Israel!
Put away violence and oppression, and execute justice and
righteousness. Cease your evictions of my people, declares
the Lord GOD.
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Think of one way that you
can demonstrate God's holi-
ness in your daily life and put
it into practice.
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One recurring word in today’s text is “holiness.” Just as the holi-
ness of God covers the land that God reigns, the life of ever believ—
er must also demonstrate God's holiness. For this reason, in verse
nine, the rulers are told to demonstrate God’s holiness by doing
what is just and right. We call such life that demonstrates God’s
holiness “social holiness.”
Last summer, | received a phone call from my daughter who was
taking summer courses in her college. She told me a story that
made me feel good. One day, she went out to have dinner outside
the school campus when a homeless person approached her and
asked for a dollar. Unfortunately, she only had a credit card in her
wallet and no cash. But she wanted to do something for the home—
less person. So, she asked, “Can | buy you a meal?” The homeless
person gladly accepted the offer and my daughter bought that per—
son a bowl of fried rice.
Interestingly, even though the fried rice costed her $17, which is
much more than a dollar, she did not feel like she made a great
Prayer for Churches & Pastors sacrifice but only happiness. Social holiness is not that difficult
demonstrate as some may think. Anyone can demonstrate it if
there is a will. Can | challenge you to demonstrate God's holiness
in whatever ways that you can?
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Today’s text deals with regulations surrounding offerings
made on the Sabbath day and on the day of the New Moon
and the role of the king in the inner court of the temple. But
it is made clear that the role of the priest could not be taken
over by anyone, including the king. Additionally, regulations
surrounding the giving of daily regular offerings, giving an
inheritance gift, and kitchen are introduced.

Ezekiel 46:12-18

12 When the prince provides a freewill offering, either a
burnt offering or peace offerings as a freewill offering to the
LORD, the gate facing east shall be opened for him. And he
shall offer his burnt offering or his peace offerings as he does
on the Sabbath day. Then he shall go out, and after he has
gone out the gate shall be shut.

13“You shall provide a lamb a year old without blemish for a
burnt offering to the LORD daily; morning by morning you
shall provide it.

14 And you shall provide a grain offering with it morning by
morning, one sixth of an ephah, and one third of a hin of oil
to moisten the flour, as a grain offering to the LORD. This is
aperpetual statute.

15 Thus the lamb and the meal offering and the oil shall be
provided, morning by morning, for a regular burnt offering.

16 “Thus says the Lord GOD: If the prince makes a gift to
any of his sons as his inheritance, it shall belong to his sons.
Itis their property by inheritance.

17 But if he makes a gift out of his inheritance to one of his
servants, it shall be his to the year of liberty. Then it shall re-
vert to the prince; surely it is his inheritance--it shall belong
to his sons.

18 The prince shall not take any of the inheritance of the peo-
ple, thrusting them out of their property. He shall give his
sons their inheritance out of his own property, so that none of
my people shall be scattered from his property.”
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What difference is there be—
tween the prince and the
people when it comes to reg—
ulations regarding the entrance
to the temple? (46:8-10)
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Are there places in the church
that are not perceived as be—
ing holy? If so, how can we
restore the sense of holiness
(sacredness) in that place?
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the new temple, chapter 46 ends with regulations surrounding the
kitchen. It is easy to assume that kitchen is not important when it
comes to the act of making an offering since it is located far from
the temple. But this is not a correct understanding because it is in
the kitchen that guilt offering and sin offering are made and grain
offering is baked.

For this reason, it is said at the end of our text today, “These are
the kitchens where those who minister at the temple are to cook
the sacrifices of the people” and the importance of keeping the
kitchens holy is emphasized. | heard about a church where they
hold church meetings only in the church sanctuary. When | asked
for the reason, | was told that it is because, when they have meet—
ings in regular meeting rooms, their meetings often develop into a
brawl that they instituted this change in the hope of preventing
people to engage in a brawl.

How about you and your church? Have you ever thought that wor—
ship is the only time that people need to be holy? We should not
forget that God is in our midst also when we are in a meeting,

w2 AIAXES 2fst 7|1 working in the kitchen or eating together in the fellowship hall.
Prayer for Churches & Pastors Therefore, every place is a holy place.

REN0ASOMDZE|28, ZHR(L)
sl2HTa0Ias|, SUH(F)
29 MIME $ipt 71

84



X—|L=| (=1 |AL-I |. 3I-7}1|

=20, = TS ERAR
Journaling with Jesus OIS MZIBHSL TR

Q=9| ZH} Thanks Note A 7| first moment Prayer

24t reading & QT

F 22 One Word

EE=7 |5 One Prayer

*otLlE ] 0K, Y419] 02 God's heart & your heart

|5 For Walking with Jesus

Z3 O 20|, 2| Taking it deeper, further

facebook @7/ 9502

HAS 91T 0Lt E3HGH= 0F2aF MZH YIS
2 AJZH0] TOLR| QT HAMER| 7|2 EHIAIL.




17

ST0M
LIR=

The River
from the Temple

%55—.-_- Reading Plan

o] A7 Ezekiel
47-48%

®

M288%(5204%)
05 Lto] & 41

0{=7| = Opening Prayer

T YN,
2| 50| ELjoICt

Lord, Speak.
Your Servant is Listening

LSRR
Doing & Being for Today

86

StLfEel SE0| sl=E oM SeLeE=E 22 20| =0 1
0] 0jxl= XE9 2522 O|0{EUC. 22|31 2% 8l5H
89| 2t ZA), Et=21=52| 5180 tet LhE0] 27HE LI,

AR 47:1-12

1717F U AL A 2ol o] 2AIY K0 ghdo]
&2 Pt I AR BolA 2ol Yot 5&o
EE"/V} RIS Xﬂ‘?l g&0 & T2 Ytz
7}5 UE HFal R0 2 YA vhg & 7o
(<) —l = OCJ:O]—H]J]]— = ] ]E/\]7]§E“‘ EO] j—i‘E—
oA Am Urﬂ‘:ﬁﬂr
55190l £0] 28 3 BEOE Yobjo] 4 2
St ol WA 1 &2 YA stAY =0l &
Q=Y

HTHUO

_1

=L

o A A 2 AL 2o] ) a4 23 72

=42} 1 o] FHE3to] S Wt Bola

58] AulA) 23 7golee}

6 217} U o[ 24| QIzfof U7k o] A Mgk 5

NS Gl Aot GO S

77} Sl 7 2ol LR} 415 Bejet

8 717} YA o] 245 o] Zo] FE0 2 gFsto] Zel

ofehtz veisbA viete] o] 2l o] S el B

2 ko] Zo] Bioptelet

20] 70| o] 2L Frjth WASHE LE A%o] 41

= 7]} 3] Boey o] 2o| Z& Soirtu vt

52 o] B 4oL o] 74o] o] 2 ZhHef E Zo]

A o]y

101 0] 7} 7}of o] 27} 4 Zloly ATl 2 ofy]

2297k 18 A= 20| = Hof 1 177} 2]

S5 ue 2 oheko] 7] o] 45| goeue

"1 Rms} Ee 5 2oh Rk 43 o) B

Aol

127} 3.9 tol= 215 U IAURIL e 1)
o] X157 ohfsv] vz} o]x] ohstaL gutch Af

S Boel 1 80| 422 Soiel g0l 1

Qo= 2)g Wl T JATIE oF AR} E e



The water flowing from the temple in which the glory of God
has been restored becomes a river, initiating the restoration
of the places as it passes through. Distribution and boundar—
ies of the restored land with the permission of foreigners are
introduced.

Ezekiel 47:1-12

1 Then he brought me back to the door of the temple, and be-
hold, water was issuing from below the threshold of the temple
toward the east (for the temple faced east). The water was flow-
ing down from below the south end of the threshold of the tem-
ple, south of the altar.

2 Then he brought me out by way of the north gate and led me
around on the outside to the outer gate that faces toward the
east; and behold, the water was trickling out on the south side.

3 Going on eastward with a measuring line in his hand, the man
measured a thousand cubits, and then led me through the water,
and it was ankle-deep.

4 Again he measured a thousand, and led me through the water,
and it was knee-deep. Again he measured a thousand, and led
me through the water, and it was waist-deep.

5 Again he measured a thousand, and it was a river that I could
not pass through, for the water had risen. It was deep enough to
swimin, ariver that could not be passed through.

6 And he said to me, “Son of man, have you seen this?”’Then he
led me back to the bank of the river.

7 As I went back, I saw on the bank of the river very many trees
on the one side and on the other.

8 And he said to me, “This water flows toward the eastern re-
gion and goes down into the Arabah, and enters the sea; when
the water flows into the sea, the water will become fresh.

9 And wherever the river goes, every living creature that
swarms will live, and there will be very many fish. For this wa-
ter goes there, that the waters of the sea may become fresh; so
everything will live where the river goes.

10 Fishermen will stand beside the sea. From Engedi to
Eneglaim it will be a place for the spreading of nets. Its fish will
be of very many kinds, like the fish of the Great Sea.

11 But its swamps and marshes will not become fresh; they are
to be left for salt.

12 And on the banks, on both sides of the river, there will grow
all kinds of trees for food. Their leaves will not wither, nor their
fruit fail, but they will bear fresh fruit every month, because the
water for them flows from the sanctuary. Their fruit will be for
food, and their leaves for healing.”
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After the temple was re—
stored (Chapters 40-42) and
worship was restored (Chap—
ter 43-46), what is now
about to be restored? (Chap-
ters 47-48)
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What can | do to make the
stream of God’s life flow
from me to another place?
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After going through the kitchen one last time, Ezekiel sees water
coming out of the threshold of the temple building facing east. This
water stream flows out of the temple and overflows, becoming a
river deep enough no one can cross. But this is only a prelude to
the transformation of the world beyond the temple. This river will
go east, down to the Arabah, and revive the waters of the sea
(Dead Sea). The river will revive not just the sea, but everywhere it
goes and all living things in it.

When | first heard the song “As the waters cover the sea,” | was
experiencing the most difficult time as a missionary. For those who
wanted me to achieve something big, all | could do was something
small and humble. The lyrics | heard at that time were a big en—
couragement to me. “On that day, all the nations will see that the
glory of the Lord filled the world! And we will be heard! What a
shout of victory filled the whole world!”

Even if the work we are doing right now is very modest, we must
not stop doing our best in that work. Just as the water at the
threshold becomes the water that saves the sea and all living
things, God’s work will never stop and will create even more amaz-
ing things.
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Although Amos was from Judah, he was a prophet who
carried out prophetic activities in northern Israel. In today’s
text, the message of judgment is proclaimed to Israel and its
neighbors, including Judah.

Amos 1:1-2, 2:1-8

1 The words of Amos, who was among the shepherds of Te-
koa, which he saw concerning Israel in the days of Uzziah
king of Judah and in the days of Jeroboam the son of Joash,
king of Israel, two years before the earthquake.

2 And he said: “The LORD roars from Zion and utters his
voice from Jerusalem; the pastures of the shepherds mourn,
and the top of Carmel withers.”

1 Thus says the LORD: “For three transgressions of Moab,
and for four, I will not revoke the punishment, because he
burned to lime the bones of the king of Edom.

2 So I will send a fire upon Moab, and it shall devour the
strongholds of Kerioth, and Moab shall die amid uproar,
amid shouting and the sound of the trumpet;

3 T will cut off the ruler from its midst, and will kill all its
princes with him,” says the LORD.

4 Thus says the LORD: “For three transgressions of Judah,
and for four, I will not revoke the punishment, because they
have rejected the law of the LORD, and have not kept his
statutes, but their lies have led them astray, those after which
their fathers walked.

5 So I will send a fire upon Judah, and it shall devour the
strongholds of Jerusalem.”

6 Thus says the LORD: “For three transgressions of Israel,
and for four, I will not revoke the punishment, because they
sell the righteous for silver, and the needy for a pair of san-
dals--

7 those who trample the head of the poor into the dust of the
earth and turn aside the way of the afflicted; a man and his
father go in to the same girl, so that my holy name is pro-
faned;

8 they lay themselves down beside every altar on garments
taken in pledge, and in the house of their God they drink the
wine of those who have been fined.

us g0z
RO7t otLtEol 3 TA 2 A
H 7tX|9] Zl= FREYUE?

(% 4%)

What were the three or four
sins that caused Judah to be
punished by God? (2:4)

0222l 25 7+20 ot Of
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e 2ALne?

If there is an aspect of you
that is not in accord with

God'’s heart, what is it?
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When Amos received a revelation from God, the king of Judah was
Uzziah (791-739), who ruled for 52 years and seized Ashdod of the
Philistines and Gurbaal of Edom. The king of northern Israel at this time
was Jeroboam Il (793-753), who ruled for 41 years, extending his ter-
ritory to the north to the mouth of Hamath and to the south to the Salt
Sea, occupying the largest territory since Solomon.

In other words, when Amos was active, Judah in the south and Israel
in the north were both enjoying their splendid heyday. All the Israelites
thought that the nation had become strong and rich because God had
blessed them, and they thought that the day of the Lord would bring
even greater victories in the future. But in reality, both Israel in the
north and Judah in the south were socially and religiously corrupt.
There was no justice, no righteousness, and only injustice and idolatry
prevailed in that land. In response, Amos declared that they were
completely mistaken and warned that if they did not turn around in
obedience to God's Word, the day of the Lord would not be a day of
victory, but a day of disaster.

How is your life now? Maybe you're living a lie? At this time when you
are enjoying material wealth more than ever, at a time when you can
live your life of faith freely and comfortably, are you living as hypocrites
before God without even realizing it? Even toward the land where you
live, God calls out and sends out His voice.
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Chapters 3 and 4 specifically list the crimes committed by
Israel, and there are God’s words of reproof and warning to-
ward them. If they do not return to seeking after God’s heart,
they will eventually be judged and perish.

Amos 4:1-9, 12-13

1 “Hear this word, you cows of Bashan, who are on the
mountain of Samaria, who oppress the poor, who crush
the needy, who say to your husbands, ‘Bring, that we may
drink!”

2The Lord GOD has sworn by his holiness that, behold, the
days are coming upon you, when they shall take you away
with hooks, even the last of you with fishhooks.

3 And you shall go out through the breaches, each one
straight ahead; and you shall be cast out into Harmon,” de-
clares the LORD.

4 “Come to Bethel, and transgress; to Gilgal, and multiply
transgression; bring your sacrifices every morning, your
tithes every three days;

5 offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving of that which is leavened,
and proclaim freewill offerings, publish them; for so you
love to do, O people of Israel!” declares the Lord GOD.

6 “T gave you cleanness of teeth in all your cities, and lack
of bread in all your places, yet you did not return to me,” de-
clares the LORD.

7 “I also withheld the rain from you when there were yet
three months to the harvest; I would send rain on one city,
and send no rain on another city; one field would have rain,
and the field on which it did not rain would wither;

850 two or three cities would wander to another city to drink
water, and would not be satisfied; yet you did not return to
me,” declares the LORD.

9 “I struck you with blight and mildew; your many gardens
and your vineyards, your fig trees and your olive trees the
locust devoured; yet you did not return to me,” declares the
LORD.

12 “Therefore thus I will do to you, O Israel; because I will
do this to you, prepare to meet your God, O Israel!”

13 For behold, he who forms the mountains and creates the
wind, and declares to man what is his thought, who makes
the morning darkness, and treads on the heights of the
earth-- the LORD, the God of hosts, is his name!
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How does God respond when
the Israelites continue to
commit sins? (4:12-13)
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What are your “invisible” or
“unconscious” sins?
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In today’s text, three of the sins that the Israelites committed be-
fore God are specifically introduced. The first sin is about women
living in pleasure (4:1-3). These women, represented by the cows
of Bashan, abuse the poor, trample the needy, and indulge in plea—
sure. God wants to take away the material possessions He has
given them and share it with their neighbors so that God’s justice
can be accomplished. However, because of these women’s greed,
the poor and needy are eventually sacrificed.
The second is formal worship (4:4-5). They still worshiped together
in Bethel and Gilgal. However, the heart of gratitude to God and
their obedience to the Word were missing from that worship ser—
vice. Third, they did not repent (4:6-11). The chronic problem of
the Israelites is that they do not turn back on the sinful actions or
thoughts they have already committed. The text repeats the phrase
“yet you have not returned to me” five times, pointing out that they
did not repent.
One may wonder about these three sins pointed out today. Be—
Prayer for Churches & Pastors cause they are things that are not clearly visible on the outside, you
ASIGiEZ12(T3], A3 may ask, “ Is this' such a great sin?’ But God sees the invisible. And
OlSREMCILIEtoZ 3], 2 HGA) God clearly calls it a sin.
MO 7Ky, 74, MHE 8t 71
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Chapter 5 begins with a lament for Israel that will be de—
stroyed. As the sad song implies, the current situation in
Israel is very hopeless. If they do not repent, they will even-
tually be judged and perish.

Amos 5:16-27

16 Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of hosts, the
Lord: “In all the squares there shall be wailing, and in all the
streets they shall say, ‘Alas! Alas!” They shall call the farm-
ers to mourning and to wailing those who are skilled in lam-
entation,

17 and in all vineyards there shall be wailing, for I will pass
through your midst,” says the LORD.

18 Woe to you who desire the day of the LORD! Why would
you have the day of the LORD? It is darkness, and not light,

19 as if aman fled from a lion, and a bear met him, or went in-
to the house and leaned his hand against the wall, and a ser-
pent bit him.

20 [s not the day of the LORD darkness, and not light, and
gloom with no brightness in it?

21 “T hate, I despise your feasts, and I take no delight in your
solemn assemblies.

22 Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain
offerings, I will not accept them; and the peace offerings of
your fattened animals, [ will not look upon them.

23 Take away from me the noise of your songs; to the melody
of your harps I will not listen.

24 But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness
like an ever-flowing stream.

25 “Did you bring to me sacrifices and offerings during the
forty years in the wilderness, O house of Israel?

26 You shall take up Sikkuth your king, and Kiyyun your
star-god--your images that you made for yourselves,

27 and I will send you into exile beyond Damascus,” says the
LORD, whose name is the God of hosts.
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What were the sins of Israel?
(5:11-13)
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Even though you are a faithful
Christian at church, is there
anything that you fall short of
in your home or community?
What is the reason?
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Verse 18, which begins “Woe to you,” shows that if the present
state of Israel continues, the Day of the Lord will soon become a
day of calamity. The only way to avoid that disaster is turning back
to God. Then, what is God's will and God’s requirements? (5:21-
24)

Looking at the contents, we can see that God does not want ritual-
istic worship. He looks at the heart of the worshiper, and He wants
us to truly love God and serve our neighbors. But this is nothing
new. This is the Word that has been passed down through all the
prophets since long ago. All the Israelites knew the Word, but to
them it was just words. In their lives, the Word didn’t have any
power. “‘Away with the noise of your songs! | will not listen to the
music of your harps” (5:23).

What God wants is for justice to flow like water in real life and righ-
teousness like a river that never runs dry. That is, to serve the poor
not to take away from them, to stop religious practices without
self-sacrifice, and to lay down worldly idols for one’s own wealth
and security. Then you make a choice to live a life of walking with
Jesus. This is the Christian life that God requires.
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Amos introduces the justification of God’s judgment on the
sins of the Israelites. Specifically, verses 1-6 explain why
God has no choice but to judge the people of Israel. Verses
8-14 include God’s own words, proclaim how serious His
judgment is, and again explain the reason for judgment.

Amos 6:1-6, 10-14

1 “Woe to those who are at ease in Zion, and to those who
feel secure on the mountain of Samaria, the notable men of
the first of the nations, to whom the house of Israel comes!

2 Pass over to Calneh, and see, and from there go to Hamath
the great; then go down to Gath of the Philistines. Are you
better than these kingdoms? Or is their territory greater than
your territory,

3 0 you who put far away the day of disaster and bring near
the seat of violence?

4 “Woe to those who lie on beds of ivory and stretch them-
selves out on their couches, and eat lambs from the flock and
calves from the midst of the stall,

5who sing idle songs to the sound of the harp and like David
invent for themselves instruments of music,

6 who drink wine in bowls and anoint themselves with the
finest oils, but are not grieved over the ruin of Joseph!

10 And when one’s relative, the one who anoints him for
burial, shall take him up to bring the bones out of the house,
and shall say to him who is in the innermost parts of the
house, “Is there still anyone with you?” he shall say, “No”;
and he shall say, “Silence! We must not mention the name of
the LORD.”

11 For behold, the LORD commands, and the great house
shall be struck down into fragments, and the little house into
bits.

12 Do horses run on rocks? Does one plow there with oxen?
But you have turned justice into poison and the fruit of righ-
teousness into wormwood--

13 you who rejoice in Lo-debar, who say, “Have we not by
our own strength captured Karnaim for ourselves?”

14“For behold, I will raise up against you a nation, O house
of Israel,” declares the LORD, the God of hosts; “and they
shall oppress you from Lebo-hamath to the Brook of the
Arabah.”
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How does the prophet de—
scribe the people of the cor—
rupt social leadership? (6:4-6)

LIECE 0242 S27H0l[A| L7t
& 4 9l U2 R90| YSTHR?
What can | do for someone

less fortunate than me?
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Poverty amid abundance
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The period of Prophet Amos’ ministry was the heyday when both Ju-
dah and Northern Israel enjoyed the “age of abundance.” But not ev-
eryone was affluent. Britain in the 18th century underwent important
economic and social changes with the Industrial Revolution. Through
technological innovation and new manufacturing processes, the scale
of farms and factories had grown, resulting in rapid economic develop—
ment. However, as a result of this industrialization, the number of peo-
ple who flocked to the city increased, but due to the lack of jobs they
were not able to receive proper wages. As time went on, the air quality
in the city deteriorated, and the places where the workers lived were
unsanitary, so many people became ill.
England at that time was also in the midst of abundance, but that abun-
dance was not for everyone. Rather, more people were being sacrificed
and exploited for someone else’s prosperity. During this time, Pastor
John Wesley visited the working class and the poor to help them expe-
rience God'’s grace through sermons and prayers. He taught Methodists

" s to live as believers, emphasizing “social holiness.”
ol =2 o|5 i S i o
2|2 NARES 22t 7= There is nothing wrong with affluence, but if it makes you unable to
Prayer for Churches & Pastors h L.
see the poor and marginalized behind it, you should mourn and lament.

EATZBOIIE2ETE], AFUGA) Pastor Wesley, V\{ho.enjoyed drinkipg tea enough to drin!< 5 cups of tea
ERLIERtoIT ], ZZ2(GN) a qlay, sta_rted drinking hot water instead. The reason is that he was
2512 93t 7|5 going to give the poor people the £5 he had saved during the month. |
= =TI

hope that Pastor Wesley's heart will become the heart of all Method-
ists today.
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Today’s text can be divided into two parts. Verses 1-9 are
the three visions God showed Amos, and verses 10-17 are
the story of Amaziah, the prophet of Bethel, who interfered
with Amos’ work.

Amos 7:1-9

1 This is what the Lord GOD showed me: behold, he was
forming locusts when the latter growth was just beginning
to sprout, and behold, it was the latter growth after the king’s
mowings.

2 When they had finished eating the grass of the land, I said,
“O Lord GOD, please forgive! How can Jacob stand? He is
so small!”

3The LORD relented concerning this: “It shall not be,” said
the LORD.

4 This is what the Lord GOD showed me: behold, the Lord
GOD was calling for a judgment by fire, and it devoured the
great deep and was eating up the land.

5 Then I said, “O Lord GOD, please cease! How can Jacob
stand? He is so small!”

6 The LORD relented concerning this: “This also shall not
be,” said the Lord GOD.

7 This is what he showed me: behold, the Lord was standing
beside a wall built with a plumb line, with a plumb line in his
hand.

8 And the LORD said to me, “Amos, what do you see?”” And
I said, “A plumb line.” Then the Lord said, “Behold, I am
setting a plumb line in the midst of my people Israel; I will
never again pass by them;

9 the high places of Isaac shall be made desolate, and the
sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste, and I will rise
against the house of Jeroboam with the sword.”
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What was the vision of the
three plagues that God

showed Amos? (7:1-9)
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What will you pray for your
country, for The United
Methodist Church, for your
church, and for your family?
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The Prayer of intercession is needed

O U SHE HEI|9 20| Y TXXOD SUBLICY, 5 SLIYHA B
X OIZAOI7| $AZ HOIAIS, 0lRA7} 1 #1418 BT 587|ES S8t 1
2401 SHLEHA S8 SOI7IAIT AlTS BESHILICE 0] £ 840] Qjste XE
22 URILICE 3, SHHEo| S0f Wt AIK| ok 0JA2fRY S e 2 51
THAT Z55H 0| AJEHUES 24100 RIS, SHLHE| S8 Thtat= 0z A0| S|
2 20[40} BLIHA T AITE HESRICE 2RI

H Y S CrIZOl SiAlolr, 9fo] S| TEOKs 3 CISLITE. 0f7[of
£ O[AOA S HOIFAl HOR AIZIGIRIRL BHI2 Ol LSS ot
AJ, O] H20] Of2AT} HERS 3181 SHIE/MA 1 B2 ATGH F4LICE O]
AzfoI 7 QI B2 AHHSLICE 0l O|AZIAS iLH=o| S3j0f LAt
O iLi-ol W0 TS 2Z51H S22 A2 AIU0{0F HSLIC BRIt Q512
152 0| BE 2 BA5H BHLIHORLE TS HO{H k8L T0IE 57
SHTL BiLIS SO S2ZROI AT ThY SPHE 4 U AIZKZ FAEULY, O
= 0fAQ]| 2FE3t 7|7} U] HZRULIC BHRIZEARIO| KILEE IS aHat
X| SloteLITt. 22 SiLHHS ISR 7IES HK0| sitdol 71Z0z 152 4]
B5HA ZRILICt

Aot lg2ielm| A Of2i, X2 0] 270 T 22, SN2 Efet
52 9l 0] LIS S, 92| eigfalasis $ial 7|<sh F4AIQ. 1210 92)
RIAIE 2 QIO BISO0[2 Bist Ato] HHS GI=X| SO1E 4 QIS ALBILY,

The locusts and the plagues of fire, which first appear in today’s passage,
are structurally identical. That is, God first shows a vision to Amos, and
Amos sees the vision and offers intercession. Then God changes His will
and withholds judgment. These two visions repeat the same message. In
other words, the people of Israel who do not live according to God's will
have no choice but to be judged at God's appointed time, but God with—
holds that judgment through Amos’ intercession.

The third vision is the illusion of a plumb line, which is slightly different from
the structure of the previous ones. Here, God begins by showing Amos a
vision, but God immediately asks a question of Amos, and when Amos an-
swers this question, God explains the vision. Israel experienced unprece—-
dented abundance. At this time, Israel should have lived an upright life,
more obedient to God's Word, thanking God for His grace. Instead, they
were farther away from the God who allowed all these things. Neverthe-
less, God gave them time to repent instead of immediate judgment. This
was because of Amos’ earnest prayer. But as time passed, they did not re-
pent. In the end, God will judge them by His standards, just as He mea—
sures them with a plumb line.

Dear members of The United Methodist Church, please pray for our United
Methodist Church and for this country that is declining due to conflict, divi-
sion, and unbelief even at this moment. | also hope that we will be able to
examine ourselves to see whether there are areas in our lives that require
repentance before the Lord.
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The vision of a basket of ripe fruit recorded in Chapter 8
means that the destruction of Israel is close at hand. Chapter
9 emphasizes that God’s judgment will be sure and thorough.
However, the end of this prophecy is a hopeful message of
Israel’s restoration.

Amos 9:7-15

7 “Are you not like the Cushites to me, O people of Israel?”
declares the LORD. “Did I not bring up Israel from the land
of Egypt, and the Philistines from Caphtor and the Syrians
from Kir?

8Behold, the eyes of the Lord GOD are upon the sinful king-
dom, and I will destroy it from the surface of the ground, ex-
cept that I will not utterly destroy the house of Jacob,” de-
clares the LORD.

9 “For behold, I will command, and shake the house of Israel
among all the nations as one shakes with a sieve, but no peb-
ble shall fall to the earth.

10 All the sinners of my people shall die by the sword, who
say, ‘Disaster shall not overtake or meet us.’

11“In that day I will raise up the booth of David that is fallen
and repair its breaches, and raise up its ruins and rebuild it as
inthe days ofold,

12 that they may possess the remnant of Edom and all the na-
tions who are called by my name,” declares the LORD who
does this.

13 “Behold, the days are coming,” declares the LORD,
“when the plowman shall overtake the reaper and the tread-
er of grapes him who sows the seed; the mountains shall drip
sweet wine, and all the hills shall flow with it.

14 T will restore the fortunes of my people Israel, and they
shall rebuild the ruined cities and inhabit them; they shall
plant vineyards and drink their wine, and they shall make
gardens and eat their fruit.

15T will plant them on their land, and they shall never again
be uprooted out of the land that [ have given them,” says the
LORD your God.
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In this world we live in, even at this moment, heartbreaking news is
constantly pouring in: news of war, famine, and disasters; those who
lost their jobs; those who took their own lives over the hardships of life;
and stories of discrimination and alienation. The church is no different.
There are also stories of quarrels and divisions among parishioners. As
a result, society is more concerned about the church due to its corrup—
tion and uncertainty. Our UMC is also facing a crisis of conflict and di-
vision due to gender issues. Can we sing of hope in this reality?

Like the song of restoration for the Israelites and like the song of res—
urrection in which God raised Jesus Christ, who was crucified, to life
again, can we sing of hope even now? Apostle Paul said, “Faith shows
the reality of what we hope for; It is the evidence of things we cannot
see” (Heb. 11:1). This means that your life of faith is to expect things
that have not yet been realized as if they have already been accom-
plished and to live as if seeing things that are not yet materialized.

But this does not depend on our strength. It is only possible through
God's grace and love. Therefore, our only hope is this love of God.
Then how can we experience the love of God? The path was shown
and taught by Jesus. So, walking down that road, we just need to live
as people who sing of hope in the midst of despair, as people who see
light in the dark, and as people who love each other passionately.
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Obadiah, meaning “servant of the Lord” in Hebrew, contains
a message of judgment against Edom, the enemy of Judah,
but also proclaims God’s promise of salvation to the people.

Obadiah 1:1-7, 11-14

1 The vision of Obadiah. Thus says the Lord GOD concern-
ing Edom: We have heard a report from the LORD, and a
messenger has been sent among the nations: “Rise up! Let
us rise against her for battle!”

2Behold,  will make you small among the nations; you shall
be utterly despised.

3 The pride of your heart has deceived you, you who live in
the clefts of the rock, in your lofty dwelling, who say in your
heart, “Who will bring me down to the ground?”

4Though you soar aloft like the eagle, though your nest is set
among the stars, from there I will bring you down, declares
the LORD.

5 If thieves came to you, if plunderers came by night--
how you have been destroyed!-- would they not steal on-
ly enough for themselves? If grape gatherers came to you,
would they not leave gleanings?

6 How Esau has been pillaged, his treasures sought out!

7 All your allies have driven you to your border; those at
peace with you have deceived you; they have prevailed
against you; those who eat your bread have set a trap beneath
you-- you have no understanding.

11 On the day that you stood aloof, on the day that strangers
carried off his wealth and foreigners entered his gates and
cast lots for Jerusalem, you were like one of them.

12 But do not gloat over the day of your brother in the day of
his misfortune; do not rejoice over the people of Judah in the
day oftheir ruin; do not boast in the day of distress.

13 Do not enter the gate of my people in the day of their ca-
lamity; do not gloat over his disaster in the day of his calami-
ty; do not loot his wealth in the day of his calamity.

14 Do not stand at the crossroads to cut off his fugitives; do
nothand over his survivors in the day of distress.
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God speaks of Edom’s pride. At that time, the capital of Edom was
Selah, which was difficult to access due to its steep slope that provid—
ed protection from military aggression. Moreover, it was a transporta—
tion hub connecting Egypt and Arabia to the south and Mesopotamia
and Syria to the north, and it was also rich in resources such as iron ore
and copper. Therefore, the Edomites came to think of themselves as a
nation that could not be conquered by other nations, and that they
were the most outstanding nation in the world. This kind of thinking led
to pride, not even acknowledging the power of God.

Eventually, toward this arrogance God said, “I will bring you down from
there,” and their wealth and power will be stripped away completely. In
fact, Edom had a brotherly relationship with Israel. They are descen—
dants of Jacob and Esau, respectively, the sons of Isaac. However, the
uncomfortable relationship related to the birthright continued to their
descendants. When Israel left Egypt and went to Canaan, Edom did
not allow it to pass through its territory, and when Judah was de—
stroyed by Babylon, instead of helping, the Edomites rejoiced in the
destruction of Judah.

God probably wanted Israel and Edom to be reconciled again. It could
be a relationship of brothers who help each other in times of need.
There were always opportunities like that. But they just didn't take ad-
vantage of that opportunity. Is there anyone who is uncomfortable with
you? Is it a wife, husband, children, or a pastor or a member of the
church? Don't do it later. Now is the God—given time.
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Chapter 1 can be divided into two main sections. The first
section shows Jonah running away in disobedience from
God’s call (1:1-3), and the second section shows how God
responds to Jonah'’s disobedience. (1:4-16)

Jonah 1:1-10

1Now the word of the LORD came to Jonah the son of Amit-
tai, saying,

2“Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and call out against i,
for their evil has come up before me.”

3 But Jonah rose to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the
LORD. He went down to Joppa and found a ship going to
Tarshish. So he paid the fare and went on board, to go with
them to Tarshish, away from the presence of the LORD.

4 But the LORD hurled a great wind upon the sea, and there
was a mighty tempest on the sea, so that the ship threatened
to break up.

5 Then the mariners were afraid, and each cried out to his
god. And they hurled the cargo that was in the ship into the
sea to lighten it for them. But Jonah had gone down into the
inner part of the ship and had lain down and was fast asleep.

6 So the captain came and said to him, “What do you mean,
you sleeper? Arise, call out to your god! Perhaps the god will
give a thought to us, that we may not perish.”

7 And they said to one another, “Come, let us cast lots, that
we may know on whose account this evil has come upon
us.” So they cast lots, and the lot fell on Jonah.

8 Then they said to him, “Tell us on whose account this evil
has come upon us. What is your occupation? And where do
you come from? What is your country? And of what people
areyou?”

9 And he said to them, “I am a Hebrew, and I fear the LORD,
the God of heaven, who made the sea and the dry land.”

10 Then the men were exceedingly afraid and said to him,
“What is this that you have done!” For the men knew that he
was fleeing from the presence of the LORD, because he had
told them.
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One day, God called the prophet Jonah and asked him to tell the
people of Nineveh the will of God. They had committed many sins,
so God would judge them. God told Jonah to go to Nineveh and
declare, “Forty days from now Nineveh will be destroyed!” But Jo-
nah refused to go to Nineveh and tried to escape in a ship going to
Tarshish. Why did Jonah hate going to Nineveh?
Nineveh was the capital of Assyria that destroyed northern Israel.
From Jonah's point of view, that country is an enemy, a country full
of evil and lewdness. Therefore, he thought that if he hid only for
the 40 days appointed by God, the country would be destroyed.
Not only did Jonah not want to go there, he wondered if they would
hear his message, but if they repented, God might not destroy
them. So, he got on the ship going to Tarshish, but eventually en—
countered a storm, was thrown into the sea, and spent time re—
penting in the belly of the big fish that God had prepared.
Even though we say we believe in God, there are many times
when we want to do what we want rather than accomplish God's
Prayer for Churches & Pastors purpose. The way | make decisions as | see and think is no differ-
ent from that of a foolish human who chose what was pleasing to
the eye and good to be eaten in Genesis. Putting down my
thoughts is the beginning of faith.
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When Jonah, who disobeyed God, was thrown into the sea,
God prepared a large fish to swallow Jonah. Jonah prays to
God in the belly of the fish.

Jonah 2:1-10

1 Then Jonah prayed to the LORD his God from the belly of
the fish,

2 saying, “I called out to the LORD, out of my distress, and
he answered me; out of the belly of Sheol I cried, and you
heard my voice.

3For you cast me into the deep, into the heart of the seas, and
the flood surrounded me; all your waves and your billows
passed over me.

4 Then I said, ‘I am driven away from your sight; yet I shall
again look upon your holy temple.’

5 The waters closed in over me to take my life; the deep sur-
rounded me; weeds were wrapped about my head

6 at the roots of the mountains. I went down to the land
whose bars closed upon me forever; yet you brought up my
life from the pit, O LORD my God.

7 When my life was fainting away, I remembered the LORD,
and my prayer came to you, into your holy temple.

8 Those who pay regard to vain idols forsake their hope of
steadfast love.

2 But [ with the voice of thanksgiving will sacrifice to you;
what I have vowed I will pay. Salvation belongs to the
LORD!”

10 And the LORD spoke to the fish, and it vomited Jonah out
upon the dry land.
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During Jonah'’s prayer, what
confession would God be
pleased with? (2:4, 7)
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What hardships do we need
relief from now? What should
we repent of?
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The book of Jonah has a uniqueness that sets it apart from other
prophets. That is God called a prophet to forgive the sins of the Gen—
tiles, not Israel, and the prophet who received God's call rebelled
against God and fled. Moreover, God is persuading that same prophet
again. The prayer of thanksgiving that appears in today’s text is also
unique.

Being trapped in the belly of a fish, Jonah is clearly in trouble. Howev-
er, the pain he is experiencing provides another opportunity to move
toward God. When Jonah realizes there is only one God who can save
him from his suffering, he calls out to God. \When he sang and prayed
for the praise and joy of God's salvation, God spoke to the fish who
vomited Jonah back into the water. At this point, everything seems to
have worked out, but we learn from the stories that follow that the
problem in the prophet’s heart is still unresolved.

In today’s text, Jonah did not truly repent. He simply prayed for a solu-
tion to the real problem he was struggling with. He praised and
thanked God for His grace and salvation in words, but there was no re-
pentance for his own disobedience. People pray to God when they are
in trouble. They come out in the early morning of a few days to pray.
But when the difficulties passed, was their inner person transformed?
Even so, God does not forsake us because of His grace.
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God calls Jonah again to fulfill God’s plan.

Jonah 3:1-10

1 Then the word of the LORD came to Jonah the second
time, saying,

2“Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and call out against it
the message thatI tell you.”

3 So Jonah arose and went to Nineveh, according to the word
of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly great city,
three days’journey in breadth.

4 Jonah began to go into the city, going a day’s journey. And
he called out, “Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be over-
thrown!”

5 And the people of Nineveh believed God. They called for
a fast and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them to the
least of them.

6 The word reached the king of Nineveh, and he arose from
his throne, removed his robe, covered himself with sack-
cloth, and sat in ashes.

7 And he issued a proclamation and published through
Nineveh, “By the decree of the king and his nobles: Let nei-
ther man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste anything. Let them
not feed or drink water,

8 but let man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and let
them call out mightily to God. Let everyone turn from his
evil way and from the violence that is in his hands.

2 Who knows? God may turn and relent and turn from his
fierce anger, so that we may not perish.”

10 When God saw what they did, how they turned from their
evil way, God relented of the disaster that he had said he
would do to them, and he did not do it.
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How did the people of Nineveh
react to Jonah’s proclamation?
(3:5-9)
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What are some things in our
lives that we must turn away
from?
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Now, Jonah has a second chance. “Get up and go to the great city
of Nineveh, and deliver the message | have given you” (3:2). The
important thing here is that this mission given to Jonah was the
same one previously given to Jonah. Because he refused, God did
not exchange it for something else, but the original will of God, the
mission, was given to him. Now Jonah goes to Nineveh in obedi—
ence to God's Word. It was such a big city that he had to travel for
three days. He finally enters the city and shouts in the middle of

the city, “Forty more days and Nineveh will be overthrown.”
If we just look at the expression in the text today, he seems to
have no sincerity, as if he was forced to do so. But what is surpris—
ing is that the people of Nineveh repented and returned to God.
Something that no one could have imagined happened in the city

of Nineveh. Repentance is turning away from sin.
If there is any hope we can hold through this repentance, like the
king of Nineveh's confession, it is that God sees our changes and
stops doing what God originally intended to do. \When the word of
Prayer for Churches & Pastors judgment fell to the king of Nineveh, he did not just admit his
LRI, TBS(Y wrongdoing. As he said, “Let us turn,” which qu to the act of stop—
FCAEBIOIOEIZIZ| T 3], ZalH(A) ping and turning around from all the wrongs in life.
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Jonah'’s displeasure with Nineveh'’s salvation is recorded, but
he experiences the mercy of God who persuades him.

Jonah 4:1-11

1Butitdispleased Jonah exceedingly, and he was angry.

2 And he prayed to the LORD and said, “O LORD, is not
this what I said when I was yet in my country? That is why |
made haste to flee to Tarshish; for I knew that you are a gra-
cious God and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in
steadfast love, and relenting from disaster.

3 Therefore now, O LORD, please take my life from me, for
itis better for me to die than to live.”

4 And the LORD said, “Do you do well to be angry?”

5 Jonah went out of the city and sat to the east of the city and
made a booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade,
till he should see what would become of the city.

6 Now the LORD God appointed a plant and made it come
up over Jonah, that it might be a shade over his head, to save
him from his discomfort. So Jonah was exceedingly glad be-
cause of the plant.

7 But when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a
worm that attacked the plant, so that it withered.

8 When the sun rose, God appointed a scorching east wind,
and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was
faint. And he asked that he might die and said, “Itis better for
me to diethanto live.”

2 But God said to Jonah, “Do you do well to be angry for
the plant?” And he said, “Yes, I do well to be angry, angry
enough to die.”

10 And the LORD said, “You pity the plant, for which you
did not labor, nor did you make it grow, which came into be-
ing inanight and perished in a night.

11 And should not I pity Nineveh, that great city, in which
there are more than 120,000 persons who do not know their
right hand from their left, and also much cattle?”
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What is God’s method to
persuade Jonah? (4:6, 8)
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If the book of Jonah was merely to tell the story of “the salvation of
Nineveh,” the text should have ended with Chapter 3. However, in
Chapter 4, Jonah suddenly disapproved of Nineveh's salvation and
became angry. Why was Jonah so angry? It was out of hatred for
the people of Nineveh. Verse 1 of today’s text says, “But to Jonah
this seemed very wrong, and he became angry.”

The reason he hated it so much was that, as revealed in 3:10, Jo-
nah hated that the people of Nineveh would repent and dodge
God's disaster. So, despite being a prophet, he disobeyed God’s
Word and ran away to Tarshish. The Bible does not clearly explain
why he hated the people of Nineveh so much, but it is clear that
his hatred made him disobey God’s Word, and even his prayers of
praise and thanksgiving to God became meaningless actions.
However, God's grace and mercy are beyond our imagination. Yet
again, God persuades Jonah. Jonah's response after hearing God's
Word is unknown and the book of Jonah ends. Perhaps the answer
is ours. Who am |, and how should we protect ourselves as Chris—

u 3|9 AMAXEE 215t 7| = tians?
Prayer for Churches & Pastors
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o8tet $10, $ 20, $ 30, $ 50 per month 0SSR $ 1 perday 0EHEF$ 30 per month
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Your $ 1 offering will be used for church planting projects of Korean United Methodist Churches
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Your offering will support for future of The United Methodist Church.
o H0{3|= English speaking congregation

o CIQIZAIA Multi-ethnic ministry

t012|Z Korean speaking congregation
o XIM|CHS|Z Next generation ministry
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How can we participate into church planting projects for Nehemiah project?

o 7PHof|A €| ERILICE, You may give as afamily.
o XS} €| o ek ERIL|CE, You may share with your children,
o MEFIER SAZEHL|LCE. You would give with your credit card.
+ Lal|0jo} 2SS Sall, HlatM|7 [R2 QLS = USLICE
This gift can be listed as a tax—deductible gift for your tax report.
Mission Fund 2Atol= hitps://go.missionfund.org/kumcnehemiah
O F HILA! &5 QEL|CE Check payable to Nehemiah Project

W3IE M= =5l0|o} 2F 25 Nehemiah Project
P O Box 5553 Englewood NJ 07631 / Email contact : kumcdevotion@gmail.com
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The First Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage Ezekiel 37:1-14

Can These Bones Live?

@ Opening Question

What is bothering you right now? What are you doing to solve the situation?

@ Understanding today’s passage

The prophet Ezekiel is led by the Spirit of God into a valley full of dry bones. It speaks of a
reality in which no hope can be found in the desolate and terrifying space that was dead
without any change for a long time. Now, when everything is silent, God's question that
breaks the silence is thrown at him. “Can these bones come to life?”

There is a reason why Ezekiel's vision is amazing. God sees the dry bones as living while
we are so sure that they are dead. Ezekiel now preaches the Word of God in that valley.
“You dry bones, listen to the Word of the Lord. |, the Lord God, say to these bones. | will
breathe life into you and you will live again. | will make you stretch out your tendons, and |
will clothe you with flesh, and | will cover you with skin, and | will breathe life into you, and
you will live again. Only then you will know that | am the Lord” (37:4-6).

And when the Word was delivered, the dry bones joined together, tendons stretched out
over them, flesh grew, and skin was covered with flesh. But there is no life. Then, this
time, God tells the living breath to convey the Word of God. Ezekiel tells us. ‘I, the Lord
God, say to you. You, breath, blow from the four directions, and blow on these slain, so
that they may live.” (37:9) When the breath of life entered them, they came to life, and
when they stood up on their feet. It was a huge army.

Today Ezekiel's vision tells us something clear. When the nation of Israel is cut off from
God, they are like a valley of dry bones. There is no life in it, no dreams and no hopes. But



the only thing that saves is the Word of God. The promise given through these words is
that God will restore life to the dead. Are there difficulties in your life? Does it look hope—
less like a valley of dry bones? Today God asks you the same question. “Can these bones
come to life?”

© Into the Word

1.Why does God want to save Israel, which is like dry bones? (37:13-14)

2.When Ezekiel was asked whether the bones would come to life, what was his re—
sponse? (37:3)

@ Into our Life

1. Do you have any experiences in your life where you can confess that God was the only
one atwork?

2.What s your plan to completely change your life?

© Memory Verse - Ezekiel 37:5

“Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: Behold, | will cause breath to enter you, and you
shall live.”

® Sharing with your children

How much power do you believe God has?
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week 2 The Second Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage Ezekiel 40:1-16

Restore Worship

@ Opening Question

\What does worship mean to you?

@ Understanding today’s passage

stopped gathering. Churches were not immune from the pandemic. Because we were
unable to meet in the church building, we had to worship online. Churches are recovering
little by little, but there are more people who have distanced themselves from the church
than expected.

Now, as online worship has become common, more and more people say there is no
problem in living a life of faith even if you do not go to church because you can worship
even if you are not in the church you serve. But here we have to look at ourselves before
God and look at the church. What kind of worship does God really want?

The temple and worship were special to the Israelites. They experienced God's presence
in the tent of meeting and in the temple. But as time passed, the hearts of worshipers
in the temple were no longer directed toward God. They worshiped God but at the same
time took the ways of the world for their own good and accepted idols. Everyone said they
were worshiping God, but they didn’t become true worshipers.

As northern Israel fell by Assyria and southern Judah fell by Babylon, the temple was also
destroyed, and the “temple” no longer existed for the Israelites. This meant that God’s
presence was also gone. Therefore, Israel had no hope without God. At this time, God fed
Ezekiel the Word of God and told him to proclaim it.

God is inviting us into a new era where you can experience the presence of God through



the Word. At the center of it is a new temple to be designed and built by God. After the
pandemic, we too have a new understanding about the temple and worship. Now we are
moving towards a new era called Post Pandemic and we are at a very important junction.
“How can we restore worship?” What is clear is that the restoration of worship will also
impact the restoration of our lives. ‘I earnestly worship and pray to the Lord so that | can
become that worshiper the Lord is looking for.”

© Into the Word

1. What did God show Ezekiel for him to convey to Israel? (40:4)

2.What did apostle Paul counsel for the restoration of the holy life of the Corinthian church
members? (1 Cor. 4:16)

@ Into our Life

1. How do you worship God these days?

2. What do you think are ways to restore worship in your home and your church?

© Memory Verse - Ezekiel 40:4

“Son of man, look with your eyes, and hear with your ears, and set your heart upon all that
| shall show you, for you were brought here in order that | might show it to you. Declare all
that you see to the house of Israel.”

® Sharing with your children

What do you see, hear, and think through worship?
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week 3 The Third Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage Amos 1:1-2, 2:1-8

Let’s Not Misunderstand!

@ Opening Question

Are you living “alife after God's own heart”?

@ Understanding today’s passage

The prophet Amos was from Tekoa in southern Judah and was not a child of a prophet but a
mulberry grower. When Amos received a revelation from God, the king of southern Judah was
Uzziah (791-739), who ruled southern Judah for 52 years and occupied Ashdod of the Philis-
tines and Gurbaal of Edom. The king of northern Israel was Jeroboam Il (793-753), who ruled
northern Israel for 41 years, extending his territory to the north to the mouth of Hamath and to
the south to the Salt Sea, occupying the largest territory since Solomon.

In other words, when Amos was active, Judah in the south and Israel in the north were both
enjoying their splendid heyday. All the Israelites thought that the nation had become strong
and rich because God had blessed them, and they thought that the day of the Lord would bring
even greater victories in the future. These were quite plausible but in reality, both Israel in
the north and Judah in the south were socially and religiously corrupt. Those in possession of
wealth and power grew arrogant and abused the poor, boasting of their status and power, and
despising and exploiting the weak. Therefore, there was no justice of God, no justice, and only
injustice and idolatry prevalent in that land.

Declaring God's judgment on Israel, which is full of sin, is, in fact, a heavy burden as his name
reflects (Amos — meaning ‘bearer’). But Amos boldly takes on the mission entrusted to him. As
Amos sharply criticizes their social injustice and religious and moral decadence, he prophesies
that God’s judgment will surely come. He declares that this judgment will not be limited only to
northern Israel, but will extend to all the nations around it. In other words, no more misunder-
standing.



To the people of Israel who didn’t give God true worship and did not practice God's justice,
Amos warned that the day of the Lord would not be a day of victory but a day of disaster if they
did not obey God’s word and turn from their sins. How is your life now? Are you perhaps mis-
taken? At a time when you are enjoying material wealth more than ever before, ata time when
you can lead a life of faith easily and comfortably, are you living as a hypocrite before God with-
outrealizing it?

© Into the Word

1. Amos says that judgment will come not only on northern Israel, but also on neighboring
countries. What countries is he specifically talking about? (1:3-2:5)

2. What were the three or four sins that caused Judah to be punished by God? (2:4)

@ Into our Life

1. What part of you may not be pleasing to God?

2. What are you doing for the socially disadvantaged and marginalized?

© Memory Verse - Amos 2:4

“| will not revoke the punishment, because they have rejected the law of the LORD, and have
not kept his statutes, but their lies have led them astray, those after which their fathers walked.

® Sharing with your children

As a Christian, what must we do in this world to please God?
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week 4 The Fourth Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage Jonah 3:1-10

The Lord 1s at Work

@ Opening Question

Is God in control of your life? So, do you know what God wants?

@ Understanding today’s passage

Despite God's command to go to Nineveh and deliver the message of judgment, Jonah
tried to escape from God in a boat bound for Tarshish. Nineveh is the capital of Assyria.
From Jonah's point of view, that country is an enemy, a country full of evil and lewdness.
So, he thought that if he hid only for the 40 days that as God said, the country would just
be destroyed. Not only did Jonah not want to go there, but he wondered if they heard his
message and repented, God might not destroy them.

So he ran away, but eventually he encountered a storm, was thrown into the sea, and
spent time repenting in the belly of a big fish that God had prepared. Now, Jonah has a
second chance.

“Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and proclaim to them what | have commanded you.”
(3:2) The important thing here is that this mission given to Jonah was exactly as the first
that had been given to Jonah. It wasn't that God gave him something else because he re-
fused. The exact will of God first given to him, and the same task, was given to him again.
Now Jonah goes back to Nineveh by obeying God's Word. He finally enters the city and
shouts from the middle of the city, “In 40 days, Nineveh will be overthrown.” Jonah ex-
claimed reluctantly because he had to preach but what is surprising is that the people of
Nineveh repented and returned to God. In verses 5 to 9, the people in Nineveh, including the
king, all the servants and people proclaimed a fast and repented. Even all the animals fasted.
Hello, do you understand this scene? Let's imagine what it was like back then by imag-
ining what it might look like today. In the middle of New York's Times Square, as soon as



a man in strange clothes shouts that God will bring judgment, shoppers, shopkeepers,
people walking on the street and working people all gather and start weeping. After see-
ing this, the broadcasting station films it and reports it, and everyone who sees the report
repents. Something no one could have imagined happened in Nineveh. Repentance is
turning away from sin. Any hope we have is through repentance. God sees our changes
like the king of Nineveh's confession and stops doing what God originally intended to do.
When the word of judgment fell on the king of Nineveh, he didn't just feel his guilt. As he
said, “Let us turn” which means to stop all wrongdoings in life and to turn around. God
gave the saving grace for the people of Nineveh, and they were saved by confessing their
sins and repenting. Hallelujah!

© Into the Word

1.Why did Jonah flee to Tarshish? (4:2)

2.How did the people of Nineveh respond to Jonah's proclamation? (3:5-9)

@ Into our Life

1. How does John Wesley explain how you may experience God's love?
How did you experience that grace? (God's grace)

2.What do you need to repent of now?

© Memory Verse - Jonah 3:10

“When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil way, God relented of the
disaster that he had said he would do to them, and he did not do it.”

(® Sharing with your children

Have you ever been forgiven by someone? Why do you think that person forgave you?
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MISSIONARY

OF THE MONTH

By Christie R. House (The senior writer/editor for Global Ministries, Mission Engagement.)

One way to understand the wideness of mission work is to delve into
the life journeys of United Methodist missionaries serving full-time
through Global Ministries. They come from many places in the world and
they serve in many places, but they also serve in all kinds of capacities and
occupations.

One of the workshops offered at the April 2019 Bicentennial Conference,
sponsored by Global Ministries and Candler School of Theology in Atlanta,
was a session on the topic of “New Mission Work in Contemporary
Methodism.” This was led by three current missionaries who serve in
ministries of different ages, traditions and countries. In this three-part
series on the breadth and impact of mission ministry, the Rev. Andrew Lee,
serving in Cambodia, Kristi Painter, in the U.S. and Katherine Parker, in
Nepal, will share stories about what they do as missionaries, touching on
the many different facets of God’s mission work. The first story focuses on
the work of Andrew Lee.

The Rev. Andrew Lee started off his session by describing his
journey from being a pastor in Hawaii to a country coordinator for the
Methodist Church in Cambodia. Lee was born and raised in South Korea
and immigrated to the United States to attend university in Hawaii.
After completing his Master of Divinity, he became a clergy member
of the California-Pacific Conference, returning to his Hawaiian home
as a pastor. He seemed quite surprised by his leap of faith to become a
missionary. “I was a pastor in Paradise. Who would leave that?” he asked.
The church he last served in Kaneohe doubled its size during his tenure,
but with God’s insistence, Lee, his wife Janice and their two daughters



The entire UMC
missionary team
in Cambodia.Back
row, left to right:
Ken Cruz, Clara
Biswas, Samuel
Om, Andrew Lee.
Front row: Helen
Carmarce, Marilyn
Chan, Esther
Gitobu.

PHOTO: COURTESY

METHODIST CHURCH
IN CAMBODIA

found themselves in Phnom Penh.

“Welcome to the country of wonders and surprises!” was how their
missionary colleague, Esther Gitobu, greeted the Lees when they arrived
in Cambodia. Lee admitted that, at first, his family felt like they had
landed in a 1980s Jackie Chan movie. What struck them at first were
things like a motorbike transporting six family members, or the speed
and chaos of traffic. But in the two years they have lived there, Lee has
discovered deeper truths and made more mindful observances.

“Cambodians are special people,” he explained “They show you
respect before you’ve earned it, and they offer forgiveness before you've
asked for it. That is the DNA of the Cambodian people. Many of them are
not Christian, but Buddhist. Yet, they are more forgiving, respectful and
embracing than Christians in many ways.”

There is room in the Cambodian culture for Christianity, and there
are a lot of things to do, he said, so that people may be filled with the
wonderous work and love of Jesus. The Cambodian Mission Initiative is
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an evangelistic outreach
of Global Ministries that
began in the 1990s and
was established officially
in 2003 with four other
Methodist communities
working in Cambodia:
the Swiss-French United

Serena (left) and Reina Lee on a trip to historic Ankhor Wat Methodist Church, now
1 Cambodia. PROTOANDRE L2 represented by the
mission agency Connexio; the Methodist Church in Korea; the Methodist
Church in Singapore and the World Federation of Chinese Methodist
Churches. The various missions were working separately in Cambodia
with groups of refugees, who had discovered Christianity in exile,
returning home after the terror of the Pol Pot regime subsided.

Traditions made new

In the past two decades, missionaries have developed important
outreach ministries that serve the Cambodian people. These programs
include a ministry for marginalized women in the society (coordinated
by missionary Marilyn Chan); Community Health and Agricultural
Development (CHAD, until recently managed by missionary Kennedy
Cruz); volunteer ministries that connect partner churches to local
churches (missionary Esther Gitobu); a Street Children’s ministry for
children living in slum areas of the city (missionary Clara Biswas) and
Bible school ministry (missionary Samuel Om).

Lee told the story of a 30-year old mother named Hem San, living




in the countryside of Siem Reap. She raises four small children alone
because her husband took off for Thailand and was never heard from
again. Though she doesn’t read or have regular income, she wanted to
start a vegetable business to support her family. The women’s ministry
team decided to help her in this season of life, providing start-up supplies
and funding. “For the last 20 years, we have supported many women like
Ms. Hem San in rural communities through a livelihoods program; we
also have led educational and leadership training for Methodist women.”

The livelihood, agricultural development and water and sanitation
(WASH) projects coordinated by CHAD were initially developed with the
help of the United Methodist Committee on Relief. Today, CHAD provides
relevant health information and training according to each community’s
needs — whether that might be raising chickens, opening a cow or rice
bank, working on the stigma of HIV or learning better methods for
growing crops. Yet, one of CHAD’s greatest contributions is helping
people of this traumatized country learn to work together and trust one
another once again as they organize and plan for the common good in
their villages. CHADs programs reach about 3,000 people.

Education in new mission initiatives is often as important today as
it was when missionaries first went out to found churches, schools and
hospitals. The Bible school was one of the first institutions established by
the coalition of Methodists in Cambodia. The Cambodian church has just
recently opened two new dorms for young women.

Contact Info: donationhelp@umcmission.org
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HHEHIUASHZ2| w584, 409-554-0550)
NETIOBI2tE o) (AHY, 254-526-3993)
MOHEL|Q15H212] 1 &|(HH !, 210-341-8706)
Q2|BiLIEZIE| W 3|(Q 235t 817-657-4559)

2 |UA 22 HHBIZ| W S-5I0ISIF(0HA, 903-794-2882)

Qalotsizi2| 0 8|(F 3, 972-276-2008)

9ol BtIEIZZ WS (0[7I8], 254-757-2621)
QUDH-ABHIHBI2A W S| (HAE, 214-238-2003)
LA S|(MIHL, 254-245-8029)
SABIRIQo B2 Wa|(H8A, 713-462-0708)

St. Petes UMC-Katy StOSIS(ZEI0[ 281-541-6286)

« Vermont (H2E F)

HHE SO B2l 3|(HH e, 802-876-7622)

« Virginia (HX[L|0} )

JPLOHER 2| (815+Y, 703-339-8899)
HX|L{OoIOIPt g2 2|22, 757-484-5089)
MY n3|(22, 703-385-3390)
YRR S| ERY, 757-877-2270)
URYEHBIOINE|(ZH, 703-489-459%)
OhHEABIOI (234, 703-336-3679)
pelllbir k62
PHENEYRE(HY
s
Gr=

~ -

247, 804-272-5831)

9z, 703-939-0559)
ANER USRS, 571-643-0300/0900)
ANEBOINE|(UDE, 703-448-1131)

(=}
M
(e}
3

« Washington (YAE F)

OSSR ma|(EhE, 206-406-6499)
ZOJ)\ot (M4, 253-363-3169)
EfAORIQOE] w8 (ErE+7, 253-589-0882)

- Washington D.C (Y4E D.C)

AAHGLEI015)(202-680-2394)

« West Virginia (Y AEHX|L|O} F)

HEERUBIOIBIZ]03|(2(21, 304-522-0357)

« Wisconsin (Y22 F

BBl Otafel i 8|(5H e, 973-525-9584)
OHEEAR B W8G2, 920-687-9191)
HOISCHR Rl 8(UH2, 414-425-2530)
HABIOINEIZR W e|(Z3I%, 262-658-1131)

LT

+ GAUM (&)

B RE(2E4)

« Russia (2{A|0p)

ARSI S| X, 011-8-963-617-8439)
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2021/01 \| 2021/02 \| 2021/03
Day Bible Chapter Day Bible Chapter Day Bible Chapter
01 g 1-2 01 OJALOF 1 01 OJALOF 40
02 3-4 02 2 02 41
03 > 03 3-4 03 42
04 5-6 04 5 04 43
05 7-8 05 6 05 44
06 9-10 06 7-8 06 45
07 11-12 07 Fo 07 B
08 13-14 08 g 08 46
09 15-16 09 10 09 47
10 X} 10 11-12 10 48
11 17-18 11 13-14 11 49
12 19-20 12 15-16 12 50
13 21-22 13 17-18 13 51
14 23-24 14 Fo 14 F
15 25-26 15 19-20 15 52
16 27-28 16 21 16 53
17 = 17 22 17 54
18 29-30 18 23 18 55
19 31 19 24-25 19 56
20 HEN 1-2 20 26-27 20 57
21 3-4 21 =2 21 =
22 5-6 22 28-29 22 58
23 7-8 23 30-31 23 59
24 =4 24 32-33 24 60
25 9-10 25 34-35 25 61
26 1-12 26 36-27 26 62
27 07t 1-2 27 38-39 27 63
28 3-4 28 = 28 =
29 5-6 29 64
30 7-8 30 65
31 = 31 66
2021/04 | 2021/05 | 2021/06
Day Bible Chapter Day Bible Chapter Day Bible Chapter
01 H-1 01 HIE2TA 1 01 Y71 1
02 H-2 02 =y 02 2
03 H-3 03 2-3 03 3
04 283 04 4-5 04 4
05 ol A2t 12 05 HEZS A 1 05 5
06 3-4 06 2 06 =
07 5-6 07 3 07 6
08 7-8 08 Q8hAM 1 08 7
09 9 09 = 09 8
10 10 10 2-3 10 9
11 Lafojof Fo 11 4-5 11 10
12 1 12 28RN 1 12 1
13 2 13 Q8183M 1 13 =
14 3-4 14 RLN 1 14 12
15 5 15 Qe 1 15 13
16 6 16 =4 16 14
17 7 17 2-3 17 15
18 bR 18 4-5 18 16
19 8 19 6-7 19 17
20 9-10 20 8-9 20 =
21 1 21 10-11 21 18
22 12 22 12-13 22 19
23 [UESE] 1 23 e 23 20
24 2 24 14-15 24 21
25 = 25 16-17 25 22
26 8 26 18 26 7|5t 1
27 4 27 19 27 Fo
28 5-6 28 20 28 2
29 7-8 29 21 29 3
30 9-10 30 e 30 4
31 22
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2021/07 | 2021/08 | 2021/09

Day Bible Chapter Day Bible Chapter Day Bible Chapter
01 7|5t 5 01 0j7¢ = 01 T2 HIRA 1-2
02 6 02 1 02 3-4
03 7 03 28 03 5
04 = 04 4 04 6
05 8 05 5 05 =
06 9 06 6 06 Cl2giEXM 1
07 10 07 7 07 2
08 1 08 =Y 08 3
09 12 09 L 1 09 4
10 13 10 2 10 =M 1-2
1 = 1 3 1 3
12 14 12 Bl 1 12 =Y
13 15 13 2 13 =M 1
14 16 14 ATR2E 1-2 14 GRS 1-2
15 17 15 = 15 3
16 18 16 3-4 16 4
17 19 17 DR0) 17 5
18 = 18 7 18 6
19 20 19 8 19 =
20 21 20 9 20 7-8
21 22 21 10 21 9
22 23 22 11 22 10
23 24 23 = 23 1
24 24 12 24 12
25 = 25 13 25 13
26 ot 1 26 14 26 =
27 2 27 ECdl 1 27 OF1E A 1
28 3 28 2 28 2
29 AHpL 1 29 3 29 3-4
30 2 30 = 30 5
31 3 31 4

2021/10 | 2021/11 | 2021/12
Day Bible Chapter Day Bible Chapter Day Bible Chapter
01 ofjAZ 1 01 oAz 33 01 adi-1 3
02 2-3 02 34 02 4:1-13
03 e 03 35 03 4:14-44
04 4-5 04 36 04 5
05 6-7 05 37 05 =
06 8 06 38 06 6
07 9-10 07 = 07 7
08 1 08 39 08 8
09 12 09 40 09 9
10 =4 10 41 10 10
11 13 11 42 11 11
12 14 12 43 12 2
13 15-16 13 44 13 12
14 17 14 Fo 14 13
15 18 15 45 15 14
16 19 16 46 16 15
17 = 17 47 17 16
18 20 18 Of2A 1-2 18 17
19 21 19 3-4 19 =2
20 22 20 5 20 18
21 23 21 = 21 19
22 24 22 6 22 1:1-38
23 25 23 7 23 1:39-80
24 =2 24 8 24 2:1-21
25 26 25 QUi 1 25 222
26 27 26 u 1 26 =9
27 28 27 2 27 20
28 29 28 = 28 21
29 30-31 29 3 29 22
30 32 30 4 30 23
31 | 31 24
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