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To Know the will of God, \

we need an open Bible and an open map.
- William Carey
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Dear Lord 5,

From March 2021, 3Qof|=
Time A]ZF

Place 4 oA

sitting before you 39 2Fof gto}
eating your Word 54 9] &&-S Q] 11
praying to you, =27 o} ==

will have a fellowship with you.

Zd3 wAsd 9

Name O]&

Could you not watch with me one hour?
1 3]7} Lhet | g Al7Hone houn® 7101 91Z 4= IEH? (1} 26:40)
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Ch=H CONVERSATIONS

S ke HE 7]E(art)E IF8Kscience)® 2] 54
tt. gt @ 2 nkS(heart)S 157 Forlctal 24 A stA W reso-
lutely determined) -2 shtd - 98l 1ETHS Algfol= 7o) U Qs
Hojx Q.

M| ) CH=t

< %o & 29|50 J=shd o 2%

-2 otof| A slhd-2 73514 Q1A5kr 27 (high notion and esteem
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Chapter 1 = the prefude of Proverbs: the fear of the Lord = the
basis and baginning of knowledge, young people especially
shauld leam the principles of ife by wderstanding wsdom and
instruction: and we are admonished to fve life n accordance
with God's will, Chapter 2 continues to slaborste on the benefits
of wisdom, If we want to gan wisdom, wa must seek it. And it
i seek i1, we will recalve it as s gift from God.

Proverbs 2:1-12

Ty som. if you receive iy words and ireasiine up my com- |

mandments with you,

2 making vour ear attentive to wisdom and inclining your |

heart to understanding:

3yes. i you call out for insight and raise your voice forun- '

derstading,

4if you seek it like silver and search for it as for idden trea-
sUres,

S then you will understand the fear of the LORD and find the
kmowladge of God

SFor the LORD gives wisdom, from his mouth come
knowledge and understanding;

7 he stores up sound wisdom for the upright; be 1s a shield 1o
those who walk in integrity,

# puarding the paths of justice and watching over the way of
hifs saints.

9Then you will understand righteousness and justice and
equity. every good path.

10 for wisdom will come into your heart, and knowledge
will be pleasant to vour soul:

1 discretion will watch over you, understanding will guard
you,

12 deliverg yvou from the way of evil, from men of perven-
ed

| KINE 0] ZiMA 2207} 8o}
R R (2-43)

v What should we do to gain
| wisdom? (2:2-4)
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come? (246}
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Prayer for Churches
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Wisdom is a gift fram God and must ba saught
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HEIEUC, IO BEE2 TOIBOF SHMM DiF| DRI TS0
FUBIE0] AREHILICH M Bal2 ol Fod"E UL (3-45).
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The Hetraw vord for proverts Is “mashel” end mesns *_is the same as.”
It &5 trenslzted-as “parable” and iz &n instuction succingily containg cer—
tain patiems of precepts obseeved in Fe, In Chingse, it is B8 JamEun, t
consists of the word “Jam” which maans " heedls” and "Eun’ which
mians “spaken word.” Combined it means to teach &5 i poking with &
naadle. Facnle with wisdom, nchuding Solomon; deaply observed lite and
discovered ceran pattams existad. Solomon beging Chapter 2 with Wy
son”, ke when & fether admonishes his children, The essence of the sd—
manition is 1 “seak and search.” (2:3-4)

Thers is no parent wha would refuse 1o give & oft 1o & chid who samestly
asks for one, Qur Father in Hegven will give good gifts to those who esk
Him. (Mat 7:11} i we went to gam wisdom, then we mast ask for it and
seek God who is the scurce of wisdom, \We must raise cur voice and we
st seek it & if seaking teasures. Then we will e given wisdorm and
wnderstandng, But if we look at curselves, we might be supnssd that we
ate ot sesking or ssarching forwisdom, 1tis because we do not frest wis—
o &5 & precious Teasure though we know thet we naed wisdom.
Preverts 47 says that wisdom is supreme: therefore, we sheuld gan un—
darstanding evan though it may cost all vou Teve, Wisdon & treasurs and
thogs wheo bebeve that wil ssek, search, andt lfimately gain . But at the
same fimes, wisdom i given by God and God i wisdom. (2:6) In other
‘weortls, we cannot gain wisdom 1f we are sepsreted from God. If we had no
wisdom until now, let us sesk and find tha supreme Eaing and tressu of
‘wisdom a3 we waloome the New Year.
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Prepare the way
of the LORD

%55-.-_- Reading Plan

O| Ao} Isaiah 407+
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0{=7|% Opening Prayer

' YEBAN,
2| 50| ELjoICt

Lord, Speak.
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People usually have hope for better days to come even in
the midst of today’s difficulty and distress. But we are not
just people singing of vague hope. We are the people who
cling to hope based on the promise of God. Isaiah boldly
proclaimed the day based on the promise of God.

Isaiah 40:1-11

1 Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.

2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that her war-
fare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has re-
ceived from the LORD’s hand double for all her sins.

3 A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the
LORD; make straight in the desert a highway for our God.

4 Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill
be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the
rough places a plain.

5 And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh
shall see it together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”

6 A voice says, “Cry!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All
flesh is grass, and all its beauty is like the flower of the field.

7 The grass withers, the flower fades when the breath of the
LORD blows on it; surely the people are grass.

8The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our
God will stand forever.

2 Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good
news; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald
of good news; lift it up, fear not; say to the cities of Judah,
“Behold your God!”

10 Behold, the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm
rules for him; behold, his reward is with him, and his recom-
pense before him.

11 He will tend his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the
lambs in his arms; he will carry them in his bosom, and gen-
tly lead those that are with young.
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There are many familiar ex—
pressions in Isaiah 40. What
proclamations in the New
Testament are the same as
those in Isaiah 40:3-57?
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Isaiah 40 is the word of liberation and comfort by God to the
people who were exhausted after a long period of slavery.
God is proclaiming the end of distressful slavery for the peo-
ple. God proclaimed that they had paid enough for their sins.
Verses 3 — 4 are cries of the messenger who runs in front of
the royal entourage. The desolate land was abandoned for a
long time. It is a prophesy of the coming of the kingdom of
God who would rule the people returning from a long period of
slavery. The prophet proclaimed that the Sovereign LORD
would directly rule the people. This news was gospel to the
people who had endured endless distress due to the pro-
longed tyranny and wicked rule of the kings.

The promise of the kingdom of God to the people of Israel
through the prophet Isaiah applies to us today. The kingdom of
God begins first in our hearts. The prophet Isaiah tells us to
prepare the way for our LORD. Raise the valleys, lower the
mountains and the hills, and level them all. Please think about
what we need to level or lower, keep or abandon, in order for
the sovereignty, rule, and kingdom of God to firmly take root in
our lives.
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There are interesting things in common between the people
of Korea and Israel. Situated in geopolitically disadvanta—
geous locations, both countries are not militarily strong, and
both experienced endless aggression and oppression from
stronger neighboring countries. In today’s scripture, Isaiah
urges us to fix our eyes on God who works in the middle of a
history of distress.

Isaiah 41:1-10

1 Listen to me in silence, O coastlands; let the peoples renew
their strength; let them approach, then let them speak; let us
together draw near for judgment.

2 Who stirred up one from the east whom victory meets at
every step? He gives up nations before him, so that he tram-
ples kings underfoot; he makes them like dust with his
sword, like driven stubble with his bow.

3 He pursues them and passes on safely, by paths his feet
have not trod.

4 Who has performed and done this, calling the generations
from the beginning? I, the LORD, the first, and with the last;
Tamhe.

5 The coastlands have seen and are afraid; the ends of the
earth tremble; they have drawn near and come.

6 Everyone helps his neighbor and says to his brother, “Be
strong!”

7 The craftsman strengthens the goldsmith, and he who
smooths with the hammer him who strikes the anvil, say-
ing of the soldering, “It is good”; and they strengthen it with
nails so that it cannot be moved.

8 But you, Israel, my servant, Jacob, whom I have chosen,
the offspring of Abraham, my friend;

2you whom I took from the ends of the earth, and called
from its farthest corners, saying to you, “You are my servant,
I'have chosen you and not cast you off”;

10 fear not, for | am with you; be not dismayed, for [ am your
God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you
with my righteous right hand.
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How was God depicted who
handled the people and the
nations? (41:1)
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What did God call His own
people in 41:8?
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Why should people of God
not be afraid even in the
midst of distress? (41:10)
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In Isaiah 41:2, God mentions one stirred up from the east. Even
though there was no direct reference of who he was, it is generally
known to be Cyrus of Persia. God declared that the one who was
stirred up by God would subdue nations and kings. Cyrus became
the liberator allowing the Israelites to return to their homeland after
their conguest and enslavement by Babylon.

The important fact is that from the beginning existed the One who
would do such amazing things and who would continue to exist
until the end of human history. The confession is that the very One
is God.

In the middle of the whirlpool of history where powerful nations
compete to gain hegemony, Isaiah urges the weak and struggling
people of Israel to fix their eyes on God who is in control of history.
God would not forget His people and would redeem them.

The historical background of the people of Israel reminds us of Ko-
rea’s recent history. We remember the painful and heart-aching
history of aggression and competition of the imperialistic mighty
powers of neighboring countries, colonial occupation by Japan, di—
vision of countries, and civil war. But in the middle of the history of
distress, our people survived and achieved miraculous economic
prosperity. God is in control of history. That is the important lesson
of the prophet Isaiah for us.
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Isaiah 42:1-4 is well known as “the servant song”. The ser-
vant song appears 4 times in the Book of Isaiah. (49:1-6,
50:4-7, 52:13-53: 12) Today’s scripture is the first time the
servant song appears.

Isaiah 42:1-9

1 Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom
my soul delights; I have put my Spirit upon him; he will
bring forth justice to the nations.

2 He will not cry aloud or lift up his voice, or make it heard in
the street;

3 abruised reed he will not break, and a faintly burning wick
he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice.

4 He will not grow faint or be discouraged till he has estab-
lished justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his law.

5 Thus says God, the LORD, who created the heavens and
stretched them out, who spread out the earth and what comes
from it, who gives breath to the people on it and spirit to
those who walk in it:

6 “Tam the LORD; I have called you in righteousness; I will
take you by the hand and keep you; [ will give you as a cove-
nant for the people, a light for the nations,

7to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners
from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness.

8 am the LORD; that is my name; my glory I give to no oth-
er, nor my praise to carved idols.

9 Behold, the former things have come to pass, and new
things I now declare; before they spring forth I tell you of
them.”
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edin 41:6-7?
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The most familiar to us and representative interpretation of the
chosen servant would be the prophecy of Jesus Christ. Even in the
book of Gospels among the portions where the baptism and minis—
try of Jesus are described, the servant songs of the Isaiah are
quoted. Some even claim that the servant mentioned here was
meant to be Isaiah himself.

But there seems to be a consensus among many biblical scholars
that the chosen servant by God here in today’s scripture points to
the people of Israel. In the previous Chapter 41:8-9, God had al-
ready called Israel His chosen servant. In addition to this, through—
out the entire book of Isaiah, Israel as God's chosen servant is ref-
erenced. (44:1, 44:21, 45:4, 48:20, 49:3) From the viewpoint of the
messages and the flow of the Book of Isaiah, it is natural to call Is—
rael the chosen servant of God.

Isaiah mentions the traits and mission of the chosen servant. They
do not raise their voice, they have compassion for the weak, they
do not despair, and they will work for justice with perseverance. If
Koreans were now called and set apart as God’s chosen servants,
what would God ask of us? Wouldn’t it be promoting justice
throughout the world with humility and compassion, rather than
trying to control the world with military and economic power?
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Life consists of relationships. We live in the middle of so
many different relationships, some big and some small. But
if there is a most important relationship, it may be the rela—
tionship with God. Isaiah delivers the relationship between
God and His people with a voice of beauty and affirmation.

Isaiah 43:1-7, 10-11

1 But now thus says the LORD, he who created you, O Ja-
cob, he who formed you, O Israel: “Fear not, for I have re-
deemed you;  have called you by name, you are mine.

2 When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and
through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you
walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame
shall not consume you.

3 For [ am the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your
Savior. I give Egypt as your ransom, Cush and Seba in ex-
change for you.

4 Because you are precious in my eyes, and honored, and I
love you, I give men in return for you, peoples in exchange
for your life.

5 Fear not, for [ am with you; I will bring your offspring from
the east, and from the west I will gather you.

61 will say to the north, Give up, and to the south, Do not
withhold; bring my sons from afar and my daughters from
the end of the earth,

7 everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for
my glory, whom I formed and made.”

10 “You are my witnesses,” declares the LORD, “and my
servant whom I have chosen, that you may know and be-
lieve me and understand that I am he. Before me no god was
formed, nor shall there be any after me.

111, Iam the LORD, and besides me there is no savior.
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Bible does the redeeming act
of God depicted in 43:2 re—
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God wanted to ensure once more that the people of Israel re—
membered who they were. God proclaimed that God shaped
them, redeemed them and called them. God emphatically said
that they were His.

| own a pretty pet dog. The dog totally belongs to me. That
means | have total responsibility to feed the dog and to take
good care of the dog. It is not easy to take care of a dog. |
have to feed the dog with tasty dog food, maintain frequent
interaction, and spend time playing together. | have to walk
the dog, wash it regularly, cut his nails, and take the dog quite
often to the veterinarian. | do all these things because | love
the dog and the dog belongs to me.

Shouldn't the relationship between us and our LORD be simi-
lar to that? God affirmed that people who belonged to God
would be guarded and protected no matter what. Albeit not
pretty and full of problems, God said His people are still dear
and precious in His eyes. As you begin a new day today, |
hope you hear the clear voice of God declaring, “You are mine
and | am your God.”
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There is an expression known as “Cradle Christian”. It means
to be born in a family where the parents are devout Chris—
tians. But no matter how devout the parents may be, there
is no guarantee that their offspring will inherit the same
religious fervor and faith. Let us study today’s scripture and
learn how the people of Israel were able to pass their faith to
their offspring.

Isaiah 44:1-8

1“But now hear, O Jacob my servant, Israel whom I have
chosen!

2 Thus says the LORD who made you, who formed you
from the womb and will help you: Fear not, O Jacob my ser-
vant, Jeshurun whom I have chosen.

3 For [ will pour water on the thirsty land, and streams on the
dry ground; I will pour my Spirit upon your offspring, and
my blessing on your descendants.

4 They shall spring up among the grass like willows by flow-
ing streams.

5 This one will say, ‘I am the LORD’s,” another will call on
the name of Jacob, and another will write on his hand, ‘The
LORD?’s,’ and name himself by the name of Israel.”

6 Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel and his Redeemer,
the LORD of hosts: “I am the first and I am the last; besides
me there is no god.

7 Who is like me? Let him proclaim it. Let him declare and
set it before me, since I appointed an ancient people. Let
them declare what is to come, and what will happen.

8 Fear not, nor be afraid; have I not told you from of old and
declared it? And you are my witnesses! Is there a God be-
sides me? There is no Rock; I know not any.”
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How does 44:1-2 describe
the relationship between God
and the people of Israel?
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What are the promises of
God described in 44:3-4?
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How does 44:6 describe
God?
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Prophet Isaiah said that God had formed the people of Israel in
the womb and reared them. In a sense, the entire Israelite
race, not just an individual, were born as Cradle Christians. It is
because of the promises given by God to the ancestors of Is—
rael, Abraham and Jacob. That is another reason why God
kept calling the people of Israel, my servant Jacob. God had
made promises of blessing and multiplication long ago to the
ancestors of the people of Israel. Even today the Jews have
kept the faith that the promises made to their ancestors would
be honored by God.

Isaiah 44:5 shows how the people of Israel passed their faith
tradition to their offspring generation after generation. They
remember that they are the offspring of Jacob and some even
engrave on their palms the words “| am God’s.” Even today,
devout Jews recite Shema in Deuteronomy 6, every day and

2 " night.
93| . . . .
Eﬂ%}fﬁ ﬁfﬁs"i'-} 7|rsE Nowadays many immigrant families struggle to provide good
spiritual education for their children. Rather than forcing chil-

T|H TARII3I212] 13| HERKS) dren to go to church, consider Abraham who decided to follow
JIAEGEZRIDE], ZAR(KY) the promise of God and immigrated to Canaan. Share with
MEO| 7K, 7478 RHZ 98t 7| your children the meaning of God’s promise bestowed to their

parent generation who were the first generation immigrants.
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Human beings are free to be begotten but not free to be
born. The philosophy of existentialism asserts that human
beings are like existence thrown into this world without their
own volition. In today’s scripture Isaiah throws out basic
questions about the existence of human beings.

Isaiah 45:3-13

31 will give you the treasures of darkness and the hoards in
secret places, that you may know that it is I, the LORD, the
God of Israel, who call you by your name.

4 For the sake of my servant Jacob, and Israel my chosen, I
call you by your name, I name you, though you do not know
me.

5] am the LORD, and there is no other, besides me there is
no God; I equip you, though you do not know me,

6 that people may know, from the rising of the sun and from
the west, that there is none besides me; I am the LORD, and
there is no other.

71 form light and create darkness, I make well-being and
create calamity, [ am the LORD, who does all these things.

8“Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the clouds rain
down righteousness; let the earth open, that salvation and
righteousness may bear fruit; let the earth cause them both to
sprout; I the LORD have created it.

2 “Woe to him who strives with him who formed him, a pot
among earthen pots! Does the clay say to him who forms it,
‘What are you making?’ or “ Your work has no handles’?

10 Woe to him who says to a father, “What are you beget-
ting?’ or to a woman, ‘With what are you in labor?’”

11 Thus says the LORD, the Holy One of Israel, and the
one who formed him: “Ask me of things to come; will you
command me concerning my children and the work of my
hands?

12 [ made the earth and created man on it; it was my hands
that stretched out the heavens, and I commanded all their
host.

13 [ have stirred him up in righteousness, and I will make all
his ways level; he shall build my city and set my exiles free,
not for price or reward,” says the LORD of hosts.
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The parable of the potter ap—
pears many times throughout
the Bible. Please read and
compare various parables
recorded in Isaiah 45:9, Jer-
emiah 18:6, and Romans
9:21-23.
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What are God’s responses to
the protests of those who
were made by God and born
by God?
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Not existence thrown into the world
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In today’s scripture we hear the cries of existence thrown into
the world. The clay protests to the potter why the potter
shaped the clay that way. Children asked their parents why
they were born. Isaiah is asking us if these questions are ap—
propriate.

Sometimes we feel like we are mere existence thrown into
this world that is full of absurdity and unreasonableness. No—
body is born into this world because they desire to be, nor
free to choose the condition of birth. Some are born into afflu-
ent families and enjoy a comfortable lifestyle but others inherit
poverty and illness. In the middle of the unfair condition of our
life, sometimes we despair and feel like protesting to our par-
ents and God.

But Isaiah is clear. We are not mere existence thrown into this
world without reason. God planned us to be formed in the
womb of our mothers. Our life is a long journey seeking the
purpose of life bestowed by the LORD who made us and
called us.
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Today’s scripture is a proclamation of God about what He is.
God does not allow any comparison with other gods because
He is unique and there is no other. Isaiah explains how the
God of the people of Israel is different from the idols.

Isaiah 46:1-10

1 Bel bows down; Nebo stoops; their idols are on beasts and
livestock; these things you carry are borne as burdens on
weary beasts.

2 They stoop; they bow down together; they cannot save the
burden, but themselves go into captivity.

3“Listen to me, O house of Jacob, all the remnant of the
house of Israel, who have been borne by me from before
your birth, carried from the womby;

4even to your old age I am he, and to gray hairs I will carry
you. T have made, and I will bear; [ will carry and will save.

5 “To whom will you liken me and make me equal, and com-
pare me, that we may be alike?

6 Those who lavish gold from the purse, and weigh out sil-
ver in the scales, hire a goldsmith, and he makes it into a god,;
then they fall down and worship!

7 They lift it to their shoulders, they carry it, they set it in its
place, and it stands there; it cannot move from its place. If
one cries to it, it does not answer or save him from his trou-
ble.

8 “Remember this and stand firm, recall it to mind, you
transgressors,

2 remember the former things of old; for [ am God, and there
isno other; Iam God, and there is none like me,

10 declaring the end from the beginning and from ancient
times things not yet done, saying, ‘My counsel shall stand,
and [ will accomplish all my purpose,’
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What are the substances of
the idols that Isaiah saw?
46:1-2)
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What are the promises of
God to the people of Israel
and how are they different
from idols of the gentiles?
(46:3-4)
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In ancient society each tribe and each nation had their own
god to worship. Kings and rulers often worshipped their gods
or relied on divination whenever the country encountered sig—
nificant events.

Isaiah witnessed how the idols of Babylon fell and were sadly
dragged by cattle and animals. The idols were once revered to
have unchallengeable and mighty power but they are now be-
ing dragged by animals that looked tired. This scene clearly
showed to the people how meaningless these idols were.
Those idols made of gold and silver by the people could not
even take care of themselves, nor could they protect the peo-
ple who bowed to them.

God distinguishes Himself from these idols. Unlike those
helpless idols, God protected His people even before they
were born and would protect them until their hair turned gray.
With compassion God admonished the people of Israel who
became oblivious of their true and only God who had chosen
them and did not trust Him. | am God. There is none like me.
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We live in the richest and most powerful country in the
world. The United States of America has become the center
of the world in a short time. However it is not certain how
long the USA will sustain her strong nation status. Having
watched and prophesied the ups and downs of many na-
tions, what kind of lesson does the Bible offer us?

Isaiah 47:1-11

1 Come down and sit in the dust, O virgin daughter of Bab-
ylon; sit on the ground without a throne, O daughter of the
Chaldeans! For you shall no more be called tender and deli-
cate.

2 Take the millstones and grind flour, put off your veil, strip
off your robe, uncover your legs, pass through the rivers.

3 Your nakedness shall be uncovered, and your disgrace
shall be seen. I will take vengeance, and I will spare no one.

4 OQur Redeemer--the LORD of hosts is his name-- is the Ho-
ly One of Israel.

5 Sitinsilence, and go into darkness, O daughter of the Chal-
deans; for you shall no more be called the mistress of king-
doms.

6 [ was angry with my people; I profaned my heritage; I gave
them into your hand; you showed them no mercy; on the
aged you made your yoke exceedingly heavy.

7 You said, “I shall be mistress forever,” so that you did not
lay these things to heart or remember their end.

8 Now therefore hear this, you lover of pleasures, who sit se-
curely, who say in your heart, “I am, and there is no one be-
sides me; I shall not sit as a widow or know the loss of chil-
dren”:

9 These two things shall come to you in a moment, in one
day; the loss of children and widowhood shall come upon
you in full measure, in spite of your many sorceries and the
great power of your enchantments.

10 You felt secure in your wickedness, you said, “No one
sees me”; your wisdom and your knowledge led you astray,
and you said in your heart, “T am, and there is no one besides
me.”

11 But evil shall come upon you, which you will not know
how to charm away; disaster shall fall upon you, for which
you will not be able to atone; and ruin shall come upon you
suddenly, of which you know nothing.
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What does Isaiah compare
Babylon to? (47:1)

OAlOF= HIHEO| 2HS O
A Gl D7 (2-5%)

How does Isaiah prophesy
the fate of Babylon? (47:2-5)
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To what did Isaiah attribute
the fall of Babylon? (47:10)
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Babylon was a super power in the ancient Near East region
ruling over a large territory. Babylon flourished as a resplen-
dent Mesopotamian culture centered around present—day Iraq
and Syria after they conquered the Assyrian empire. Com—
pared with mighty Babylon, Israel was an insignificant pigmy.
Babylon easily conquered Israel and took many as prisoners.
Isaiah called Babylon, the Queen of Nations. The glory of Bab-
ylon did not last long even though it was at one time a nasty
and powerful queen subduing all neighboring nations to their
knees. Isaiah prophesied such a future and the fall of Babylon.
Some say that history repeats itself. The history of humans
recorded the rise and fall of so many mighty nations. Israel
was a feeble and weak country but had overcome a long peri-
od of afflictions. Israel became one of the strongest nations in
the Middle East where the old Assyria and Babylon once
flourished. What made the difference? What do Assyria and
Babylon not have that Israel does have?
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The people of Israel had chosen the way of destruction by
not obeying God. But God had a plan to renew them through
afflictions rather than punishing the people.

Isaiah 48:1-11

1 Hear this, O house of Jacob, who are called by the name of
Israel, and who came from the waters of Judah, who swear
by the name of the LORD and confess the God of Israel, but
notin truth or right.

2 For they call themselves after the holy city, and stay them-
selves on the God of Israel; the LORD of hosts is his name.

3 “The former things I declared of old; they went out from
my mouth, and I announced them; then suddenly I did them,
and they came to pass.

4 Because [ know that you are obstinate, and your neck is an
iron sinew and your forehead brass,

51 declared them to you from of old, before they came to
pass I announced them to you, lest you should say, ‘My idol
did them, my carved image and my metal image command-
edthem.’

6 “You have heard; now see all this; and will you not declare
it? From this time forth I announce to you new things, hid-
den things that you have not known.

7 They are created now, not long ago; before today you have
never heard of them, lest you should say, ‘Behold, I knew
them.’

8 You have never heard, you have never known, from of old
your ear has not been opened. For I knew that you would
surely deal treacherously, and that from before birth you
were called arebel.

2 “For my name’s sake I defer my anger, for the sake of my
praise [ restrain it for you, that  may not cut you off.

10 Behold, I have refined you, but not as silver; I have tried
you in the furnace of affliction.

11 For my own sake, for my own sake, I do it, for how should
my name be profaned? My glory [ will not give to another.

ot
=

ol
B

o=z

O[AtOFZ} X|Xot= O| A2t Hh
49| ZHl= O™ AL
(1-2%)

What are the problems of the
people of Israel that were
pointed out by Isaiah?
48:1-2)
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What does Isaiah attribute
the intransigence of the peo—
ple of Israel to? (48:4)
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Through Isaiah God pointed out the hypocrisy and the intran-
sigence of the people of Israel. Israel asserts that they are the
chosen children of Abraham. They serve God, but only in
words. They did not trust God in their deeds. God had warned
them through prophets so many times in the past but the
people of Israel ignored the warnings of God and eventually
fell into the path of destruction.

The result of ignoring God's warning and not trusting God was
devastating. Israel lost their territory and sovereignty and as a
result they were captured as prisoners and became slaves in
Babylon. But Isaiah saw God’s hidden plan through the fall of
Israel and through their afflictions. Though they did not listen
to the warnings of God and were paying the price for their
disobedience, the afflictions were God’s discipline for the
people of Israel to be born again.

Isaiah calls this the furnace of afflictions. Annealed steel is
stronger because it is hammered repeatedly while hot in the
furnace with the process repeated many times. God called the
war, their life as prisoners, and the history of afflictions, the
furnace to anneal the people of Israel. Isn't our life like that?
Can you see the furnace of God working through the afflic—
tions and distress of your life?
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There is a saying that long illness does not produce filial pi—
ety. Long afflictions turn our body and mind desolate. Trust
and faith that are the basis of human relationship begin to
disappear. The experience of Israel through prolonged life of
slavery in Babylon is like that. Now is the time for them to
listen to the Word of God.

Isaiah 49:11-20

11 And I will make all my mountains a road, and my high-
ways shall be raised up.

12 Behold, these shall come from afar, and behold, these
from the north and from the west, and these from the land of
Syene.”

13 Sing for joy, O heavens, and exult, O earth; break forth, O
mountains, into singing! For the LORD has comforted his
people and will have compassion on his afflicted.

14 But Zion said, “The LORD has forsaken me; my Lord has
forgotten me.”

15 “Can a woman forget her nursing child, that she should
have no compassion on the son of her womb? Even these
may forget, yet | will not forget you.

16 Behold, I have engraved you on the palms of my hands;
your walls are continually before me.

17 Your builders make haste; your destroyers and those who
laid you waste go out from you.

18 Lift up your eyes around and see; they all gather, they
come to you. As I live, declares the LORD, you shall put
them all on as an ornament; you shall bind them on as a bride
does.

19 “Surely your waste and your desolate places and your
devastated land-- surely now you will be too narrow for your
inhabitants, and those who swallowed you up will be far
away.

20 The children of your bereavement will yet say in your
ears: “The place is too narrow for me; make room for me to
dwellin.’
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God proclaimed the restoration of Israel through the prophet.
Prisoners would return to their homeland, they would no lon-
ger hunger or thirst, and those who were scattered to avoid
the enemy would come back from all over.

But the people were in despair. They thought that God had
forgotten them. The prolonged life of prisoners made their
body and even their heart and soul sick. God speaks to Israel
who is in despair. God questions how in the world a mother
would forget her newly born infant child. Although a human
being might forget their offspring, God would never forget His
people. God said that He had engraved Israel on the palms of
His hands. It is like when we write something on our palms
that we do not want to forget because it is important to us.

At the moment when our life faces the most desperate situa—
tion, when a close friend betrays and leaves, let us remember
that there is someone who will never forget us. As a mother

3|2t AIHXIE 25t 7| always remembers her child she has borne, God always re—
PrayerforChurches & Pastors members us.
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Today’s text is the third of the Servant Songs that appear in
the Book of Isaiah. Today’s text contains a different message
compared to other Servant Songs.

Isaiah 50:4-11

4 The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of those who are
taught, that I may know how to sustain with a word him who
is weary. Morning by morning he awakens; he awakens my
ear to hear as those who are taught.

5The Lord GOD has opened my ear, and I was not rebel-
lious; I turned not backward.

6 [ gave my back to those who strike, and my cheeks to those
who pull out the beard; I hid not my face from disgrace and
spitting.

7 But the Lord GOD helps me; therefore I have not been dis-
graced; therefore I have set my face like a flint, and I know
that I shall not be put to shame.

8 He who vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me?
Let us stand up together. Who is my adversary? Let him
come near to me.

9Behold, the Lord GOD helps me; who will declare me
guilty? Behold, all of them will wear out like a garment; the
moth will eat them up.

10 Who among you fears the LORD and obeys the voice of
his servant? Let him who walks in darkness and has no light
trust in the name of the LORD and rely on his God.

11 Behold, all you who kindle a fire, who equip yourselves
with burning torches! Walk by the light of your fire, and by
the torches that you have kindled! This you have from my
hand: you shall lie down in torment.
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What is the servant of the
Lord called to do? (50: 4)
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How is it possible to endure

all kinds of suffering and in—
sult? (50: 6-8)
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In our text today, we can read about the special privilege and
calling given to the Lord’s servant. The “well-instructed
tongue” in the English Bible is translated in the Korean Bible as
“tongue of a scholar,” indicating a person who is a teacher or a
person who has gained a great understanding. Our text today
says that God has given that person a listening ear to under-
stand God's Word and the ability to sustain the weary with
God’s Word.

This kind of calling and special privilege is given not only to
those in ordained ministry but also to laity. Let us remember
that the privilege of listening and understanding the Word is
given in order to comfort and build others.

There is another privilege that has been given to the Lord’s
servants. That is the ability to endure the trials that have been
given to them. Our text today talks about offering one’s back
to those who beat them and not hiding when people mock or
spit at them. They do not feel disgraced even when they are
mocked and insulted. The reason how this is even possible is
because the Lord is there to help the servants and to be with
them.

Jesus also gave us a similar teaching. We see this in his
teaching about turning the other cheek when one is struck on
a cheek and also in his teaching of Beatitudes in the Sermon
on the Mount.
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In today’s text, we find God’s comforting words to the peo-
ple of Israel. As we meditate on the words of comfort for the
people who have become weary in their life as exiles, may
we also find comfort and strength in our own lives.

Isaiah 51:1-8

1“Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, you who
seek the LORD: look to the rock from which you were
hewn, and to the quarry from which you were dug.

2 Look to Abraham your father and to Sarah who bore you;
for he was but one when I called him, that I might bless him
and multiply him.

3 For the LORD comforts Zion; he comforts all her waste
places and makes her wilderness like Eden, her desert like
the garden of the LORD; joy and gladness will be found in
her, thanksgiving and the voice of song.

4 “Give attention to me, my people, and give ear to me, my
nation; for a law will go out from me, and I will set my jus-
tice for a light to the peoples.

5 My righteousness draws near, my salvation has gone out,
and my arms will judge the peoples; the coastlands hope for
me, and for my arm they wait.

6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look at the earth be-
neath; for the heavens vanish like smoke, the earth will wear
out like a garment, and they who dwell in it will die in like
manner; but my salvation will be forever, and my righteous-
ness will never be dismayed.

7 “Listen to me, you who know righteousness, the people in
whose heart is my law; fear not the reproach of man, nor be
dismayed at their revilings.

8 For the moth will eat them up like a garment, and the worm
will eat them like wool; but my righteousness will be forev-
er, and my salvation to all generations.”
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Why does God tell the Isra—
elites to look to Abraham and
to Sarah? (51:2)0| AZt2U0f|A|
FA|= otLiEe] ofL2 2o
Li7F? (3-4%)

What is God’s promise for
Israel? (51: 3-4)
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God instructs the people of Israel to remember where they
came from. When they are told that they should “look to the
rock from which they were cut and to the quarry from which
they were hewn,” they are being reminded that they originated
from improbable places. God reminds them about Abraham
and Sarah. And by doing so, God wants them to remember
that they became a great nation of people like stars in the sky
and sands in the ocean because of Isaac who was born to
Abraham & Sarah who were old and far beyond the
child-bearing age.

The situation that Abraham and Sarah were in is compared to
the situation of the Israglites in exile who had become weary
without any hope. God promises Israelites that, as One who is
able to perform miracles in impossible situations, God will
bring them back to their homeland and turn deserts like Eden.
Even in hectic and busy life, take the time to consider, even
just for a moment, from where you came. Consider where you
are at the present moment and where you are heading. As
you consider God’s grace and guidance that were with you
through the difficult moments in your life to this day, may you
face tomorrow with new hope.
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Today’s text contains the message of liberation for the peo—
ple of Israel.

Isaiah 52:1-10

1 Awake, awake, put on your strength, O Zion; put on your
beautiful garments, O Jerusalem, the holy city; for there
shall no more come into you the uncircumcised and the un-
clean.

2 Shake yourself from the dust and arise; be seated, O Jeru-
salem; loose the bonds from your neck, O captive daughter
of Zion.

3 For thus says the LORD: “You were sold for nothing, and
you shall be redeemed without money.”

4 For thus says the Lord GOD: “My people went down at the
first into Egypt to sojourn there, and the Assyrian oppressed
them for nothing.

5Now therefore what have I here,” declares the LORD,
“seeing that my people are taken away for nothing? Their
rulers wail,” declares the LORD, “and continually all the
day my name is despised.

6 Therefore my people shall know my name. Therefore in
that day they shall know that it is | who speak; heream 1.”

7 How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who
brings good news, who publishes peace, who brings good
news of happiness, who publishes salvation, who says to Zi-
on, “Your God reigns.”

8 The voice of your watchmen--they lift up their voice; to-
gether they sing for joy; for eye to eye they see the return of
the LORD to Zion.

9 Break forth together into singing, you waste places of Je-
rusalem, for the LORD has comforted his people; he has re-
deemed Jerusalem.

10 The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all
the nations, and all the ends of the earth shall see the salva-
tion of our God.

What did God’s people ex-
perience at the hands of the
powerful nations? (52:4-5)

o+ES0| 2IXl= HAMXl= of
= 2AALIR (73)

What is the message pro—
claimed by the watch-
men?(52:7)
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The history of Israelites and that of Koreans are similar in many
ways. As the Korean peninsula is currently divided into South and
North, the nation of Israel was also divided for a long time after
King Solomon. The Northern kingdom was destroyed by Assyria
and the Southern Kingdom was conquered by Babylon. The people
of the Southern Kingdom of Judah were exiled in Babylon for 70
years and Koreans lived without self-autonomy for 36 years under
the control of Japanese regime. More surprising thing is that both
Israel and Korea gained independence and liberation through the
help of an outside power. Israel was liberated when Cyrus King of
Persia conquered Babylon and Korea gained independence through
United States when it defeated Japan in war.

One can say that being liberated and gaining independence by an
outside power rather than by one’s own effort as something one
cannot be proud of. However, the people of Israel believed that
their liberation did not come from a Persian king but from God who
chose him to achieve the independence for Israelites.

The verse “therefore in that day they will know...”(v. 6) is meant to
show that it is God who gave them liberation and that God is the
true Lord of history. We should continue to pray for people of Korea
and the nation of Korea as we put our trust in God, believing that
God will bring about true liberation even in the midst of a whirlwind
like international politics.
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Today’s text is the last of the Servant Songs that appear in
the Book of Isaiah. Israelites identified the suffering servant
with their own suffering and Christians have long viewed this
text as one that predicts the suffering and death of Jesus
Christ.

Isaiah 53:1-11

1Who has believed what he has heard from us? And to
whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed?

2 For he grew up before him like a young plant, and like a
root out of dry ground; he had no form or majesty that we
should look at him, and no beauty that we should desire him.

3 He was despised and rejected by men; a man of sorrows,
and acquainted with grief; and as one from whom men hide
their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not.

4 Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet
we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted.

5But he was wounded for our transgressions; he was
crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement
that brought us peace, and with his stripes we are healed.

6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned--every
one--to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the inig-
uity of us all.

7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not
his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a
sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he opened not his
mouth.

8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away; and as for
his generation, who considered that he was cut off out of the
land of the living, stricken for the transgression of my peo-
ple?

2 And they made his grave with the wicked and with a rich
man in his death, although he had done no violence, and
there was no deceit in his mouth.

10 Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him; he has put
him to grief; when his soul makes an offering for guilt, he
shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days; the will of
the LORD shall prosper in his hand.

11 Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied;
by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant, make
many to be accounted righteous, and he shall bear their iniq-
uities.
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How is the outer appearance
of the servant described?
(63:2-3)
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Why is the servant suffering?

(63:4-5)
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What is the servant’s reac—
tion in face of the oppression
and affliction? (63:7)
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Today’s text is probably the most well known chapter in the
Book of Isaiah. Through the years, Christians have identified
the suffering servant described in Isaiah Chapter 53 with suf-
fering Jesus. In Jesus who was taken away by chief priests
and Roman soldiers to be beaten, tortured and crucified on
the hills of Calvary, Christians saw the Lamb of God who suf-
fered for their sins as described in Isaiah Chapter 53.

Jews saw their history that is full of suffering in the suffering
servant described in Isaiah. It is very likely that many Chris—
tians who suffered all kinds of oppression and affliction in
places like the Lion’s den and in prisons throughout its 2000
years history for the sake of their faith found comfort in re-
membering the suffering servant in Isaiah.

Even today, there are still many people all around the world
who are suffering in order to serve their neighbor, their coun—
try and to realize God’s Kingdom here on earth. They are the
true suffering servants of God. | invite you to remember God'’s
suffering servants today and lift them up in your prayers.
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God'’s promises do not change. Even if time passed and
heaven and earth changed, God remembered the promise
He made to Abraham and Noah.

Isaiah 54:1-10

1“Sing, O barren one, who did not bear; break forth into
singing and cry aloud, you who have not been in labor! For
the children of the desolate one will be more than the chil-
dren ofher who is married,” says the LORD.

2 “Enlarge the place of your tent, and let the curtains of your
habitations be stretched out; do not hold back; lengthen your
cords and strengthen your stakes.

3 For you will spread abroad to the right and to the left, and
your offspring will possess the nations and will people the
desolate cities.

4 “Fear not, for you will not be ashamed; be not confounded,
for you will not be disgraced; for you will forget the shame
of your youth, and the reproach of your widowhood you will
remember no more.

5 For your Maker is your husband, the LORD of hosts is his
name; and the Holy One of Israel is your Redeemer, the God
of the whole earth he is called.

6 For the LORD has called you like a wife deserted and
grieved in spirit, like a wife of youth when she is cast off,
says your God.

7 For a brief moment I deserted you, but with great compas-
sion [ will gather you.

8 In overflowing anger for amoment I hid my face from you,
but with everlasting love I will have compassion on you,”
says the LORD, your Redeemer.

9 “This is like the days of Noah to me: as I swore that the
waters of Noah should no more go over the earth, so I have
sworn that I will not be angry with you, and will not rebuke
you.

10 For the mountains may depart and the hills be removed,
but my steadfast love shall not depart from you, and my cov-
enant of peace shall not be removed,” says the LORD, who
has compassion on you.
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Today’s text compares the

status of Israelites to what?

(54:1)
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What is God’s promise to the
forsaken nation of Israel?
(64:6-7)
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The Old Testament often compares the nation of Israel to a
woman. In ancient society, the most important role for women
was to give birth and raise children. A woman'’s inability to give
birth was considered a great shame and dishonor even though
it might not be her fault.

Today’s text compares Israel to an abandoned woman be-
cause she could not give birth to children. The shame and in-
sults that she had to endure will now turn into joy. She will
have more children than a woman with a husband. It is said
that his descendants will spread far and occupy many coun—
tries. This is also a reminder of the wonderful things that God
did long ago for Abraham and Sarah. The God of Abraham
promised to grant the same blessings to Abraham’s descen-
dants, whose nation was cut off by prolonged slavery.

God said that Israel, like an outcast woman, will be married
again, and that she will no longer face any shame or insult.
Like the Israelites, today | ask you to count on God'’s promise
of restoration.
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Grace is what we receive freely. Even though | do not pay
the price, God gives it for free. We live in grace. Today’s
Word is a free invitation to God’s grace.

Isaiah 55:1-11

1“Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and he
who has no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and
milk without money and without price.

2 Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread,
and your labor for that which does not satisfy? Listen dili-
gently to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in
rich food.

3 Incline your ear, and come to me; hear, that your soul may
live; and I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my
steadfast, sure love for David.

4 Behold, I made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and
commander for the peoples.

5 Behold, you shall call a nation that you do not know, and a
nation that did not know you shall run to you, because of the
LORD your God, and of the Holy One of Israel, for he has
glorified you.

6“Seek the LORD while he may be found; call upon him
while he is near;

7 let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man
his thoughts; let him return to the LORD, that he may have
compassion on him, and to our God, for he will abundantly
pardon.

8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your
ways my ways, declares the LORD.

9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my
ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your
thoughts.

10 “For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven
and do not return there but water the earth, making it bring
forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the
eater,

11 50 shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall
not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I
purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it.
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What is the unfortunate real—
ity of humans? (55:2)
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Anyone who is thirsty or without money come and eat without
paying. It is a truly unconventional declaration. This is unimag-
inable in a capitalist world, where even a bottle of water has to
be bought and paid for. But, in fact, these words are not false.
The most important things we need to survive are already
provided by God to us for free through nature. We are all living
under God’s grace. Man privatizes what God has provided
freely and graciously and makes it impossible for all to enjoy it
freely. As a result, we must constantly labor and struggle to
eat and drink.

More importantly, we pay for things we are not satisfied with.
The Israelites left God to serve idols and foreign gods, paying
for vain things. God’s invitation for them to return is an invita-
tion to a relationship with God. It is an invitation to a new and
different relationship. It's not just for the few chosen people. It
is an invitation that is open to everyone without restriction.
This is grace. This is the great invitation from God that you all
come and receive freely, whether you are poor or rich, weak
or strong. All we have to do is respond to this invitation of
grace.
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Israel is different before and after Babylonian captivity. Isaiah
proclaims that the new lIsrael, which God will establish after
the Babylonian captivity, is open to all Gentiles as well. This
is a revolutionary declaration for the Israelites, who had fallen
into the proud mentality of the chosen people.

Isaiah 56:1-8

1 Thus says the LORD: “Keep justice, and do righteousness,
for soon my salvation will come, and my deliverance be re-
vealed.

2 Blessed is the man who does this, and the son of man who
holds it fast, who keeps the Sabbath, not profaning it, and
keeps his hand from doing any evil.”

3 Let not the foreigner who has joined himself to the LORD
say, “The LORD will surely separate me from his people”;
and let not the eunuch say, “Behold, lam a dry tree.”

4 For thus says the LORD: “To the eunuchs who keep my
Sabbaths, who choose the things that please me and hold fast
my covenant,

51 will give in my house and within my walls a monument
and a name better than sons and daughters; I will give them
an everlasting name that shall not be cut off.

6 “And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, to
minister to him, to love the name of the LORD, and to be his
servants, everyone who keeps the Sabbath and does not pro-
fane it, and holds fast my covenant--

7 these [ will bring to my holy mountain, and make them joy-
ful in my house of prayer; their burnt offerings and their sac-
rifices will be accepted on my altar; for my house shall be
called a house of prayer for all peoples.”

8The Lord GOD, who gathers the outcasts of Israel, de-
clares, “I will gather yet others to him besides those already
gathered.”
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How does God speak of the
qualifications and conditions
of those who want to be-
come God’s people? (56:3-5)
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What does the phrase “a
house of prayer for all na—
tions” mean? (56:7)
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The Israelites have a strong self-pride that they are the cho-
sen people of God. This has sometimes been a factor in es—
tablishing an exclusive relationship with other races.

God wants to establish a new Israel through the prophecy of
Isaiah. New Israel, which God will establish, transcends na-
tions and borders. God does not want to build exclusive fenc-
es to divide people by race, language, and borders. God says
that even if they are foreigners, those who keep God’s cove-
nant are God’s servants and people.

The words “a house of prayer for all nations” are God’s invita—
tion to all nations and races. The house of God is wide open to
anyone who wants to serve and worship God. In response to
God'’s invitation, we who are Gentiles become God's people.
And God wants us to open more doors to the world. This is a
significant message for us living in a multiracial country to
hear.
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Not fearing God is the source of all evil, and the lives of
those who live apart from God are filled with evil and suffer—
ing. Chapter 57 begins with an accusation of the wickedness
of the human world. However, the merciful God promises us
healing beyond our suffering.

Isaiah 57:14-21

14 And it shall be said, “Build up, build up, prepare the way,
remove every obstruction from my people’s way.”

15 For thus says the One who is high and lifted up, who in-
habits eternity, whose name is Holy: “I dwell in the high and
holy place, and also with him who is of a contrite and lowly
spirit, to revive the spirit of the lowly, and to revive the heart
of the contrite.

16 For I will not contend forever, nor will I always be angry;
for the spirit would grow faint before me, and the breath of
life that [ made.

17 Because of the iniquity of his unjust gain [ was angry,
I struck him; I hid my face and was angry, but he went on
backsliding in the way of his own heart.

18 ] have seen his ways, but I will heal him; I will lead him
and restore comfort to him and his mourners,

19 creating the fruit of the lips. Peace, peace, to the far and to
the near,” says the LORD, “and I will heal him.

20 But the wicked are like the tossing sea; for it cannot be
quiet, and its waters toss up mire and dirt.

21 There is no peace,” says my God, “for the wicked.”
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What is God’s promise to
vulnerable human beings?

ofoloji| SIEIEIR| B 1S B
AduL R (21%)
What is not allowed for the
wicked? (57:21)
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Everyone has problems. No one in this world is perfect. Like
the saying that there is nothing new under the sun, there is no
significant difference among everyone before God. So the Bi-
ble does not hesitate to say that everyone is a sinner. But
there is one thing that makes a critical difference. It is the
courage to know how to repent.

We remember David. The strongest and most respected king
in Israel’s history, he made the biggest mistake in his life. He
coveted and did what no one should do. He killed his beloved
colleague to cover up his crime. Nevertheless, he was forgiv—
en because he was a person who knew how to repent.
Through today’s text, God speaks clearly. No matter how
many problems there are, God will restore. Nowadays people
say a lot about healing. The healing that God provides comes
through repentance. The courage and repentance to reveal
one’s sins and transgressions bring healing, and the result of
that healing is peace.
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The Bible takes the Sabbath very seriously. We do not ob-
serve the Sabbath these days, but the lessons of the Sab—
bath must be taken into consideration. Isaiah speaks of the
true meaning of the Sabbath in today’s text.

Isaiah 58:3-10, 13-14

3 “Why have we fasted, and you see it not? Why have we
humbled ourselves, and you take no knowledge of it?’ Be-
hold, in the day of your fast you seek your own pleasure, and
oppress all your workers.

4 Behold, you fast only to quarrel and to fight and to hit with
a wicked fist. Fasting like yours this day will not make your
voice to be heard on high.

5Is such the fast that I choose, a day for a person to humble
himself? Is it to bow down his head like a reed, and to spread
sackcloth and ashes under him? Will you call this a fast, and
aday acceptable to the LORD?

6 “Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of
wickedness, to undo the straps of the yoke, to let the op-
pressed go free, and to break every yoke?

7Is it not to share your bread with the hungry and bring the
homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, to
cover him, and not to hide yourself from your own flesh?

8 Then shall your light break forth like the dawn, and your
healing shall spring up speedily; your righteousness shall go
before you; the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard.

9 Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; you shall
cry, and he will say, ‘Here I am.” If you take away the yoke
from your midst, the pointing of the finger, and speaking
wickedness,

10 if you pour yourself out for the hungry and satisfy the de-
sire of the afflicted, then shall your light rise in the darkness
and your gloom be as the noonday.

13 “If you turn back your foot from the Sabbath, from doing
your pleasure on my holy day, and call the Sabbath a delight
and the holy day of the LORD honorable; if you honor it,
not going your own ways, or seeking your own pleasure, or
talking idly;

14 then you shall take delight in the LORD, and I will make
you ride on the heights of the earth; I will feed you with the
heritage of Jacob your father, for the mouth of the LORD has
spoken.”
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How does Moses explain the
Sabbath? (Exod. 16:23, 20:9-
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Israelites to keep the Sab-—
bath? (58:13)

105



Lo
ols

o
P
= py

=]
Ho
0z @

ol

3

—o

=

ob

a
ol
mjo

rok

ML O Op
ol

ol
i
il

r

o>
N
i HT
o

o 10

ez 0l

HO 2 i
0z Mo N

N Ho =
H1 rot

Y
~

wa|et AIHRES 215t 7| =
Prayer for Churches & Pastors

ne Prayer

Ju
or

HC]

U 2(%512] 03], e

TH0A-Hote
252 93t 7/E

106

2|8l &

)

.

H

of

N

Voices from The Hill

QrAl210f| CHSHO]
The Sabbath

ZHW 3| AIERE 52 2HA0| OH 0 2012 HE HRY
SUCL 220 BY 7ISWQIS2 XA 42| QAU CHet 7
dES ZAlots SHO| USUCE T 227t HofS JM = 2Fet
CHEH Z[A0h 7190] YL AYSS 22X QH=Z X7 K= ZELX| A
28 AZS0 E A0ISS 7|0t 2219 A0 MEot=
20| 2QE AL,
QAUS T1E 7G| MY 4 QU= ER0| QULHE “E"Y ALt
SHLIEHIA S SOF LotA| L 7MY HAH 2= LIZE0A gS
YoMELIL M2 & 23 BYER| 2ot Of=ZollA 7|Lt2! =0
4243 Sl 0| A2t B0 A QAU TS S 0|7t QUS
JULICE Z22HM SHLEER A BE 0lA2td TIF0H Lot 2=
LOSHA S S| HEst2t SAHISLI.
P2 & g7t OFELICE W30 7k HF 2301 AlZtE 2L
FA0| YIS FlEtots ZRILICH 2E0 1w s(0 7tA Of
0] HMUS X7 |= A= OFEILICE QA0 =22
| o0 &S &1 OE Al &3 &M L0 A
d0] QHHUS X|7|= AYLICE

0>-
nJZ =2 10

>

>\l

rlo mn
o 1

rr uo

roe
rlo
r

ot

o !
H1
[

rol Hu
AL
M
ol
=
i
]

Hu rot o rir
08
=
Ho
r=
o
fob
Jir
W
rir
>\l

Since the days of the early church, believers have gathered
and broken bread on Sunday instead of the Sabbath day. As a
result, Christians naturally disregard the Old Testament Sab-
bath rules. If we accept the Old Testament as the Word of
God, we should remember the meanings of those laws and
commandments and apply them to our lives, even though we
may not literally keep the Old Testament laws.

The simplest expression to describe the Sabbath would be
“rest”. God worked for six days, rested on the seventh day,
and commanded all creation to rest. The Sabbath would have
a special meaning to the Israelites who were not guaranteed
proper rest and lived a long life of slavery in Egypt. Therefore,
God specified that the Sabbath law should be applied equally
to all slaves belonging to the nation of Israel.

Sabbath is not about church attendance on Sunday. Spending
too much busy time in church on Sunday is a violation of the
spirit of the Sabbath. But going to church and doing nothing is
also not observing the Sabbath. Keeping the Sabbath means
not being busy with unnecessary things on the Sabbath day
and to gain rest and share peace with others to restore each
other’s soul and body.
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It is not easy to restore a relationship once it has been bro—
ken. When some people lose trust in each other, even carry—
ing on a normal conversation becomes difficult. How is your
relationship with God?

Isaiah 59:1-8, 20-21

1 Behold, the LORD’s hand is not shortened, that it cannot
save, or his ear dull, that it cannot hear;

2but your iniquities have made a separation between you
and your God, and your sins have hidden his face from you
so that he does not hear.

3For your hands are defiled with blood and your fingers
with iniquity; your lips have spoken lies; your tongue mut-
ters wickedness.

4 No one enters suit justly; no one goes to law honestly; they
rely on empty pleas, they speak lies, they conceive mischief
and give birth to iniquity.

5 They hatch adders’ eggs; they weave the spider’s web; he
who eats their eggs dies, and from one that is crushed a viper
is hatched.

6 Their webs will not serve as clothing; men will not cover
themselves with what they make. Their works are works of
iniquity, and deeds of violence are in their hands.

7 Their feet run to evil, and they are swift to shed innocent
blood; their thoughts are thoughts of iniquity; desolation and
destruction are in their highways.

8 The way of peace they do not know, and there is no justice
in their paths; they have made their roads crooked; no one
who treads on them knows peace.

20 “And a Redeemer will come to Zion, to those in Jacob
who turn from transgression,” declares the LORD.

21 “And as for me, this is my covenant with them,” says the
LORD: “My Spirit that is upon you, and my words that I
have put in your mouth, shall not depart out of your mouth,
or out of the mouth of your offspring, or out of the mouth of
your children’s offspring,” says the LORD, “from this time
forth and forevermore.”
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How does Isaiah describe
the relationship between God
and the lsraelites? (59:1-2)
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How did the Israglites disap—
point God? (59:4-7)
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What is God’s promise to Is—
rael? (59:20-21)
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The relationship between God and the Israelites is often com-
pared to marriage in the Bible. Today’s text is reminiscent of a
couple whose marriage relationship has ended. Even though a
couple was once able to maintain a beautiful marriage, they
crossed “the River of No Return” and a deep gap between ls-
rael and God was created. It is said that sin has separated God
and the people.

Human relationships and marital relationships can be broken
and sometimes difficult to restore, but the relationship with
God is different. Although our sins are blocking our relation—
ship with God, God always promises forgiveness and resto-
ration to those who confess their sins. It's not too late. It is
said that the time when you think it is too late may be the best
opportunity. This time is the best time to start a new relation—
ship with God.
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It is good to live with the belief that history progresses.
However, looking at our reality, | think this may not be true.
Let's meditate on what our mission is as we see the deep
darkness that is covering the whole world due to viral pan—
demics, racism, and environmental crisis.

Isaiah 60:1-9

1 Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the
LORD has risen upon you.

2 For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick dark-
ness the peoples; but the LORD will arise upon you, and his
glory will be seen upon you.

3 And nations shall come to your light, and kings to the
brightness of your rising.

4 Liftup your eyes all around, and see; they all gather togeth-
er, they come to you; your sons shall come from afar, and
your daughters shall be carried on the hip.

5Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill
and exult, because the abundance of the sea shall be turned
to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you.

6 A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young cam-
els of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall bring good
news, the praises of the LORD.

7 All the flocks of Kedar shall be gathered to you; the rams of
Nebaioth shall minister to you; they shall come up with ac-
ceptance on my altar, and [ will beautify my beautiful house.

8 Who are these that fly like a cloud, and like doves to their
windows?

9 For the coastlands shall hope for me, the ships of Tarshish
first, to bring your children from afar, their silver and gold
with them, for the name of the LORD your God, and for the
Holy One of Israel, because he has made you beautiful.
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What does Isaiah say was
the mission given to Israel?
(60:1)

O[ALOF= O] AZtAMOIA OfFH A
S0| Loj 202t ZretLi7f?
(2-4%)

What does Isaiah say will
happen to Israel? (60:2-4)
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Today Isaiah proclaims a wonderful day of God’s glory for the
Israelites. The sadness of losing the country and the long cap-
tivity in Babylon were times of darkness. Now, the light of God
who will defeat the forces of darkness that have been cover-
ing the whole earth shines on the people. One thing we
should keep in mind here is that this light first comes upon Is-
rael. God is shining His light on the people of Israel so that Is—
rael can shine it all over the world.

The message to “arise and shine” makes it clear that the mis—
sion has been given of receiving the light of God and acting as
a reflector to the world. It means that we are not the light and
the savior, but only the messenger. Let’s live a life that be-
comes light for where it is needed and for those who need it
today. To do that, let’s first check whether there is the light of
God within us.
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There are countless people in this world. Have you ever
wondered why God called you among so many people?

Isaiah 61:1-9

1The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the
LORD has anointed me to bring good news to the poor; he
has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liber-
ty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who
are bound;

2to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor, and the day of
vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn;

3 to grant to those who mourn in Zion-- to give them a beau-
tiful headdress instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of
mourning, the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit; that
they may be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the
LORD, that he may be glorified.

4 They shall build up the ancient ruins; they shall raise up the
former devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities, the
devastations of many generations.

5 Strangers shall stand and tend your flocks; foreigners shall
be your plowmen and vinedressers;

6 but you shall be called the priests of the LORD; they shall
speak of you as the ministers of our God; you shall eat the
wealth of the nations, and in their glory you shall boast.

7 Instead of your shame there shall be a double portion; in-
stead of dishonor they shall rejoice in their lot; therefore
in their land they shall possess a double portion; they shall
have everlasting joy.

8For I the LORD love justice; I hate robbery and wrong; I
will faithfully give them their recompense, and I will make
an everlasting covenant with them.

9 Their offspring shall be known among the nations, and
their descendants in the midst of the peoples; all who see
them shall acknowledge them, that they are an offspring the
LORD has blessed.
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Compare Isaiah 61:1-2 to
Luke 4:16-21. How are they
the same and how are they
different?
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What new position was given
to Israel? (61:6)
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Verse 1 of today’s text is a passage that we are familiar with.
The Old Testament that Jesus read at the synagogue in his
hometown of Nazareth are the words of Isaiah 61. Jesus de-
fined His mission and ministry through the words of the
prophet Isaiah.

Jesus used Isaiah’s words to say that he was called to bring
the good news to the poor, heal the wounded, and proclaim
that captives will be released. The mission statement of Isaiah
and Jesus is also our calling. We are participating in the divine
mission of Isaiah and Jesus, transcending thousands of years
of time and space.

The word “church” (ecclesia) means that you are called out of
the world. We are the ones called by God to heal this world
and proclaim the Good News. Please meditate on who needs
the message of healing most and where liberation should be
proclaimed in our day.
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No one chooses his or her name at birth. Names are given
unilaterally by parents regardless of that child’s wish. Nick-
names are the same. They are given unilaterally by others
whether that person likes it or not. In today’s text, God says
he will give Israel a new name.

Isaiah 62:1-12

1For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s
sake [ will not be quiet, until her righteousness goes forth as
brightness, and her salvation as a burning torch.

2 The nations shall see your righteousness, and all the kings
your glory, and you shall be called by a new name that the
mouth of the LORD will give.

3 You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD,
and aroyal diadem in the hand of your God.

4 You shall no more be termed Forsaken, and your land shall
no more be termed Desolate, but you shall be called My De-
light Is in Her, and your land Married; for the LORD de-
lights in you, and your land shall be married.

5 For as a young man marries a young woman, so shall your
sons marry you, and as the bridegroom rejoices over the
bride, so shall your God rejoice over you.

6 On your walls, O Jerusalem, I have set watchmen; all the
day and all the night they shall never be silent. You who put
the LORD in remembrance, take no rest,

7and give him no rest until he establishes Jerusalem and
makes it a praise in the earth.

8 The LORD has sworn by his right hand and by his mighty
arm: “I will not again give your grain to be food for your en-
emies, and foreigners shall not drink your wine for which
you have labored;

9 but those who garner it shall eat it and praise the LORD,
and those who gather it shall drink it in the courts of my
sanctuary.”

10 Go through, go through the gates; prepare the way for the
people; build up, build up the highway; clear it of stones; lift
up a signal over the peoples.

11 Behold, the LORD has proclaimed to the end of the earth:
Say to the daughter of Zion, “Behold, your salvation comes;
behold, his reward is with him, and his recompense before
him.”

12 And they shall be called The Holy People, The Redeemed
of the LORD; and you shall be called Sought Out, A City
Not Forsaken.
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By what name Israel was
called in the past, and by
what name does God now
call them? (62:4, 12)
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Israel has long been the subject of ridicule and teasing by oth-
er nations. Looking at today’s text, you can guess what they
were called. They had been called the Abandoned One, the
Abandoned Woman, and the Abandoned Land. A shameful
name is truly uncomfortable to hear. Would you have heard
such a name?
Like a woman who was abandoned by her husband, Israel was
abandoned by God. Their land was called a wasteland that
produced nothing like a woman without children. Their history
was one of suffering and despair, so that they were appropri—
ately called a nation abandoned by humans and heaven. After
the brief golden period of David and Solomon, Israel was di-
vided into North and South for hundreds of years, crushed by
the great powers, and eventually destroyed by the Assyrian
and Babylonian empires.
Now God makes a wonderful declaration to them. They wiill
Prayer for Churches & Pastors not be called outcast women, but beloved women. They will

be called a holy people who have been chosen by God. This

AEIR3| ol q B 5 5 5
Eal—?rﬂfmgl' x_lg'H(NJ) promise is also given to us. In Christ, we are newly called chil-
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dren of God.
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Do you have someone to cry with you during the stressful
and painful moments of your life? If you do, then you are a
happy person. Isaiah says we are those blessed people be—
cause we have someone.

Isaiah 63:7-14

71 will recount the steadfast love of the LORD, the prais-
es of the LORD, according to all that the LORD has granted
us, and the great goodness to the house of Israel that he has
granted them according to his compassion, according to the
abundance of his steadfast love.

8 For he said, “Surely they are my people, children who will
not deal falsely.” And he became their Savior.

92In all their affliction he was afflicted, and the angel of his
presence saved them; in his love and in his pity he redeemed
them; he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old.

10 But they rebelled and grieved his Holy Spirit; therefore he
turned to be their enemy, and himself fought against them.

11 Then he remembered the days of old, of Moses and his
people. Where is he who brought them up out of the sea with
the shepherds of his flock? Where is he who put in the midst
of them his Holy Spirit,

12 who caused his glorious arm to go at the right hand of Mo-
ses, who divided the waters before them to make for himself
an everlasting name,

13 who led them through the depths? Like a horse in the des-
ert, they did not stumble.

14 Like livestock that go down into the valley, the Spirit of
the LORD gave them rest. So you led your people, to make
for yourselfa glorious name.
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What news is Isaiah trying to
convey to the Israelites?
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What was the wonderful
grace of God to the suffering

Israelites? (63:9, 14)
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In today’s passage, Isaiah once again remembers the wonder-
ful work God has done for Israel. He remembers God who
brought the Israelites out of slavery in Egypt through God’s
servant Moses. The Israelites, again enslaved by Babylon,
lament that the God who freed them from Egypt has now for-
gotten them.

But Isaiah gives a wonderful testimony that God suffered with
them in their sufferings. When they forgot and betrayed God,
He punished them using the Gentiles, but nevertheless, says
Isaiah, He embraced them with love and compassion.

In this image of God, we see a parent’s love for their children.
We find the love of a parent who is hurt and sorrowful when
He disciplines His blameworthy children. | hope that no matter
what pain or suffering you may go through, God will not for-
sake you. Remember God who participates in your distress.
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A wise person clearly recognizes his mistakes and miscon-
duct. In today’s text, Isaiah reminds us again why the people
of Israel suffered.

Isaiah 64:1-12

1 Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down, that
the mountains might quake at your presence--

2 as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water
to boil-- to make your name known to your adversaries, and
that the nations might tremble at your presence!

3 When you did awesome things that we did not look for,
you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence.

4 From of old no one has heard or perceived by the ear, no
eye has seen a God besides you, who acts for those who wait
for him.

5 You meet him who joyfully works righteousness, those
who remember you in your ways. Behold, you were angry,
and we sinned; in our sins we have been a long time, and
shall we be saved?

6 We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our
righteous deeds are like a polluted garment. We all fade like
aleaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.

7 There is no one who calls upon your name, who rouses
himself to take hold of you; for you have hidden your face
from us, and have made us melt in the hand of our iniquities.

8 Butnow, O LORD, you are our Father; we are the clay, and
you are our potter; we are all the work of your hand.

2 Be not so terribly angry, O LORD, and remember not inig-
uity forever. Behold, please look, we are all your people.

10 Your holy cities have become a wilderness; Zion has be-
come a wilderness, Jerusalem a desolation.

11 Our holy and beautiful house, where our fathers praised
you, has been burned by fire, and all our pleasant places have
become ruins.

12 Will you restrain yourself at these things, O LORD? Will
you keep silent, and afflict us so terribly?
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What kind of person did the
Lord welcome, and why was
he angry with Israel? (64:5)
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How does Isaiah describe
the relationship between Is—
rael and God? (64:8)
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Isaiah clarifies why the nation of Israel was disciplined. The
Lord was angry with them because of their long-standing
sins. He says that God hid His face from them because no
one called the name of the Lord and no one wanted to depend
on Him. Because of their sins, the temple was burned and Je—
rusalem and the cities were destroyed.

Isaiah now pleads with the Lord to take back His wrath against
Israel. He pleads for God to have mercy and not to hold their
sins in His heart forever. The reason he can make such a re—-
quest is because God is the father of Israel. Parents never
stop loving their children. He also says that God is the potter
who molds them. He asks God to reshape Israel like crushed
clay and restore it to a new creation.

As we begin the Passion Week, let us humbly come before
God who has the power to make us new and beautiful.
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Today’s text shows us God’s regretful heart toward Israel
who left God.

Isaiah 65:1-9

1T was ready to be sought by those who did not ask for me;
was ready to be found by those who did not seek me. I said,
“Here am I, here am I,” to a nation that was not called by my
name.

2] spread out my hands all the day to a rebellious people,
who walk in a way that is not good, following their own de-
vices;

3 a people who provoke me to my face continually, sacrific-
ing in gardens and making offerings on bricks;

4who sit in tombs, and spend the night in secret places; who
eat pig’s flesh, and broth of tainted meat is in their vessels;

5who say, “Keep to yourself, do not come near me, for [ am
too holy for you.” These are a smoke in my nostrils, a fire
that burns all the day.

6 Behold, it is written before me: “I will not keep silent, but I
will repay; I will indeed repay into their bosom

7 both your iniquities and your fathers’ iniquities together,
says the LORD; because they made offerings on the moun-
tains and insulted me on the hills, I will measure into their
bosom payment for their former deeds.”

8 Thus says the LORD: “As the new wine is found in the
cluster, and they say, ‘Do not destroy it, for there is a bless-
ing in it,” so I will do for my servants’ sake, and not destroy
them all.

91 will bring forth offspring from Jacob, and from Judah
possessors of my mountains; my chosen shall possess it, and
my servants shall dwell there.
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Why did Israel not come to
God? (65:1)

What did the people of Israel
do instead of seeking God?
(65:3-4)
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Isaiah 65 says that God is always ready to answer Israel’s
prayers. God is ready to meet anyone who seeks Him, but He
pleads that no one has been looking for Him. It is said that
God has open arms all day long for the people who have cho—
sen the wrong way.

These words remind us of Jesus’ parable of the prodigal son.
The foolish son left his father's house and used up all his for—
tune and ended up filling his hungry stomach with pig food.
He finally decided to return to his father's house and took off
for home. Father, outside his house, was waiting anxiously for
his son everyday even though he did not know when his son
would return.

This is God’s love. When we remember the suffering of the
Lord today, let us meditate on the heart of the Father who
seeks us first before we call on that name.
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We go to church every Sunday to worship God. There seems
to be no other group who spends as much time and effort in
worship like Koreans do. But is our worship really what God
really wants? Let’s hear what Isaiah is saying to us today.

Isaiah 66:1-10

1 Thus says the LORD: “Heaven is my throne, and the earth
is my footstool; what is the house that you would build for
me, and what is the place of my rest?

2 All these things my hand has made, and so all these things
came to be, declares the LORD. But this is the one to whom
I'will look: he who is humble and contrite in spirit and trem-
bles at my word.

3 “He who slaughters an ox is like one who kills a man; he
who sacrifices a lamb, like one who breaks a dog’s neck;
he who presents a grain offering, like one who offers pig’s
blood; he who makes a memorial offering of frankincense,
like one who blesses an idol. These have chosen their own
ways, and their soul delights in their abominations;

41 also will choose harsh treatment for them and bring their
fears upon them, because when I called, no one answered,
when I spoke, they did not listen; but they did what was evil
inmy eyes and chose that in which I did not delight.”

5 Hear the word of the LORD, you who tremble at his word:
“Your brothers who hate you and cast you out for my name’s
sake have said, ‘Let the LORD be glorified, that we may see
your joy’; butit is they who shall be put to shame.

6 “The sound of an uproar from the city! A sound from the
temple! The sound of the LORD, rendering recompense to
his enemies!

7 “Before she was in labor she gave birth; before her pain
came upon her she delivered a son.

8 Who has heard such a thing? Who has seen such things?
Shall a land be born in one day? Shall a nation be brought
forth in one moment? For as soon as Zion was in labor she
brought forth her children.

9 Shall I bring to the point of birth and not cause to bring
forth?” says the LORD; “shall I, who cause to bring forth,
shut the womb?” says your God.

10 “Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be glad for her, all you who
love her; rejoice with her in joy, all you who mourn over her;
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What does God really want
from the people of Israel?
(66:2)
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What does God say about
the worship of the Israelites?
(66:3)
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Isaiah says that the Israelites were called to worship God.
“This people | have formed for Myself; They shall declare My
praise.” (Isaiah 43:21) Israel was called a worshiping people.
Through Moses, God gave them specific commandments re—
garding worship.

Through today’s text, God says something revolutionary. God
will no longer receive the worship that Israel has offered for a
long time with animal sacrifices. What God really wants is a
humble person, a repentant person, and a person who fears
and obeys Him.

Worship is the fear of God throughout our lives. We are not
offering the body of animals, but our renewed hearts and our
transformed lives as holy living sacrifices to God. Whether
in—person or online worship service, the choice is not import-
ant. True worship is to see the face of God every day in our
lives and live the life He wants.
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$ 1 for every day, we are planting the church of Jesus Christ!

stolIghzia|w S| m 3|7H& 2F Nehemiah Project-Church Planting Movement
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L3iojok$ 1 2F Mission Fund BIAIOIE https://go.missionfund.org/kumenehemiah
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Your $ 1 offering will be used for church planting projects of Korean United Methodist Churches
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Your offering will support for future of The United Methodist Church.
o H0{3|= English speaking congregation

o CIQIZAIA Multi-ethnic ministry
J
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o XIM|CHS|Z Next generation ministry
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How can we participate into church planting projects for Nehemiah project?

o 7PHof|A €| ERILICE, You may give as afamily.
o XS} €| o ek ERIL|CE, You may share with your children,
o MEFIER SAZEHL|LCE. You would give with your credit card.
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W3IE M= =5l0|o} 2F 25 Nehemiah Project
P O Box 5553 Englewood NJ 07631 / Email contact : kumcdevotion@gmail.com
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The First Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage Isaiah 44:21-29

Two facts we shouldn’t forget

© Opening Question

Those who have been in church for a long time have heard numerous sermons. They
also attend Bible study to learn the various doctrines and biblical knowledge that
make up the theology of Christian faith. Sometimes | wonder if that much knowledge
is really needed for them. What would we say are the two most important things
about the Christian faith?

@ Understanding today’s passage

The most essential foundations of Christian faith are creationism and soteriology.
These two are the core and foundation of the Old and New Testament. The Bible is
a book that begins with creation and ends with salvation. Isaiah’s passage today re-
minds us of these two foundations that we should never forget.

Isaiah praises God who created all things. He tells us to praise the Lord with all the
living creatures in heaven and earth, mountains and forests. But Isaiah emphasizes
that most important is that God created Israel. It is said that Jehovah, the Maker of all
things, created Israel from the mother’s womb. How does Jehovah build arace in the
mother’'s womb and not justan individual?

Notice that Isaiah calls the nation of Israel Jacob. Jacob is Isaac’s son . Isaac is the
son of Abraham born by God’s promise. He is the son that God gave birth to in Sar-
ah’s womb, who had no children. His descendants would become a great nation. The
Israelites consisted of Jacob’s 12 sons and their descendants. In other words, Israel
is a nation that God created since ancient times through the genealogy of Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob.

To Israel, God is both the Creator and Savior. The God who led the Israelites from



slavery in Egypt to Canaan. The God who constantly loves, forgives, and offers a
helping hand despite their transgressions and sins. The God of Abraham and Jacob
is our God too. God created us, guides us patiently, and forgives us. God, Creator and
Savior, says ‘| will remember you forever”, and we should remember Him forever
too.

© Into the Word

1.What does God tell the Israelites to remember? (44:21-22)
2.What s required of all creation? (44:23)

3.Whatis God’s promise to Israel? (44:26)

@ Into our Life

1.Do you believe the creation story recorded in the Bible? vMany are hesitant to ac—
cept the creation account literally. How do you interpret the creation narrative and
what does it mean to you?

2.How can you explain to others that God has saved you?

© Memory Verse - Isaiah 44:21

“‘Remember these things, O Jacob, and Israel, for you are my servant; | formed you;
you are my servant; O Israel, you will not be forgotten by me. *

® Sharing with your children

Let your children talk about the things they value most. Then share what you think are
the most important Christian teachings.
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week 2 The Second Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage Isaiah 48:12-13

I am the first, and I am the last

@ Opening Question

Where do humans come from and what is their destination? Where does the uni-
verse begin and end? What do the beginning and end of history look like? The ques—
tions about the beginning and the end are among the most ultimate questions of
humanity. How is Isaiah answering this question?

@ Understanding today’s passage

In the last chapter of the Bible, Revelation 22:13, there is a very famous passage. ‘I
am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.” Alpha
is the first letter of the Greek alphabet and Omega is the last letter. The Bible closes
with a declaration of God who is the beginning and the end.

However, this idea already appeared long ago in the Old Testament. In the book of
Isaiah, the statement that Jehovah God is the first and the last appears three times.

1) God in charge of history

Let’s first look at Isaiah 41:4. “Who has performed and done it, Calling the genera-
tions from the beginning? |, the Lord, am the first; And with the last lam He.”

God's achievement mentioned here is that it was God who raised up Cyrus, king of
Persia, to conquer the nations. This is a confession that God is the ruler of history. It
means that God, who was at the beginning of human history, will be here now, and
be at the end of human history. It means that the one who opened the door of history
is God and the one who will close itis God.

2) The only one God

Second, let’s look at Isaiah 44:6. “This is what the Lord says— Israel’s King and Re—
deemer, the Lord Almighty: | am the firstand | am the last; apart from me there is no
God.”

The words “God is first and last” mentioned here means that God is the only God. It
means that the first and the last are the same. That means there is no middle ground
between the beginning and the end. It means that there is only one God in this world.



3) God the Creator

Finally, let’s look at today’s text, Isaiah 48:12-13. “l am He, | am the First, | am also
the Last. My own hand laid the foundations of the earth, and my right hand spread out
the heavens; when | summon them, they all stand up together.”

The words “first and last” here refer to God the Creator. It means that it is God who
made this world exist. It means that God is the one who cares for and preserves the
creation until the last day.

That's right. God is the first and the last. From the beginning to the end, he is the
organizer of history, the only one God, and the Creator God. This God is the God we
believe and trust.

© Into the Word

1.What kind of being does God describe Himself as? (48:12)

2.What is the wonderful thing that God has done? (48:13)

@ Into our Life

1.What lesson does the statement that God is the ruler of history teach about the
modern history of the Korean people stained with hardships?

2.How can the monotheistic faith of Christianity coexist peacefully with many other
religions in this world?

© Memory Verse - Isaiah 48:12

“Listen to me, O Jacob, and Israel, whom | called! | am he; | am the first, and | am the
last.”

(® Sharing with your children

People are increasingly interested in the environmental crisis. There are voices warn—
ing that the end of the world is near. God the Creator has appointed us administrators
of the creation. Let’s talk about what we can do to preserve the ecosystem of cre—
ation.
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week 3 The Third Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage Isaiah 55:6-13

When you experience
the absence of God

© Opening Question

We often feel God's absence. There are times in my life that | feel God is far away
when | groan in pain, when | cry in pain, and when | wander without knowing the way
to go. Listen to the voice of the prophet Isaiah.

@ Understanding today’s passage

Isaiah exclaims to the Israelites, “Seek the Lord while he may be found: call on him
while he is near.” This is not to say that they have a limited time or opportunity to
meet God. This is a desperate request that they should not procrastinate and return
to God right now. God always listens to our prayers and is with us. It means return to
the Lord who is always ready to offer forgiveness and compassion.

God is always facing us like the sun in the sky. We are the ones who turned away
from God. Repentance is turning around. It is to turn from the darkness of sinand turn
toward God who is the light. What we need is the courage to turn around. Like Isa—
iah’s cry, now is the time to call on Jehovah's name.

One of the many reasons we live in God’s absence without experiencing God's pres—
ence is because we are always obsessed with our own thoughts and plans. The Lord
declares, “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways. As
the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my
thoughts than your thoughts.” (55:8-9)

We experience this difference between heaven and earth in our lives. For example,
parents and their children have encountered different life experiences. That's why
parents are often stressed. Even though the child is obviously wrong, he stubbornly
refuses to listen to his parents. Many people realize that they are wrong only after



making mistakes, but the wise learn from the mistakes of others. Those who listen to
the advice and admonition of experienced and knowledgeable people can avoid mis—
takes.

The reason people don’t take advice from others is because they trust themselves.
They don’t trust others as much as they trust themselves. God’s voice is clear. It is
said that God's thoughts are higher and different than ours. Faith is trust. It is to ac—
knowledge and trust God who is superior to us in wisdom and insight.

© Into the Word

1.What s Isaiah urging the Israelites to do? (55:6-7)
2.Why should we listen to God’s voice? (55:8-9)

3.What are the results of acknowledging and trusting God? (55:12)

@ Into our Life

1.Have you ever felt that God is far away? When do you experience God's absence?

2.How do you overcome when you are not experiencing God's presence in your life?

© Memory Verse - Isaiah 55:9

“For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts.”

® Sharing with your children

Let’s talk honestly about when parents feel anxious toward their children when they
don’twant to listen to their parents’ advice.

159



160

week 4 The Fourth Week Small Group Meeting Today’s Passage Isaiah 58:1-7

Vain piety

© Opening Question

Fasting is not easy. Some people fast for 40 days like Jesus. Fasting with only water for
40 days is not possible without extreme determination. | grew up watching my father and
mother fast for 40 days. When | was young, | wondered why, but as | get older, | think it is
worth it. But for me, fasting for only three days is the longest I've managed. It isn’t com—
mon to starve for three days, let alone forty days. Today Isaiah speaks harsh about fasting.
Is fasting a bad thing? Why is he criticizing fasting?

@ Understanding today’s passage

There are many recordings of fasting in the Bible. Among the Old Testament characters,
fasting by Ezra, Esther, Elia, and Daniel is well known. In the New Testament, not only
Jesus but also John the Baptist fasted. Paul fasted also. And the tradition of fasting con—
tinues to this day among many Christians.

What is the reason for fasting? In short, the main purpose is the motivation to reach spir-
itual awakening or enlightenment by breaking the most fundamental needs of the body
or to hear God’s voice in difficult situations. In addition, people confessed their sins and
transgressions and fasted as a way to pay the penalty for their sins.

We remember Jesus and the Pharisees struggling with each other over fasting issues.
Jesus himself fasted in the wilderness for 40 days before starting his public life, but he
did not ask his disciples to fast. The Pharisees accused Jesus’ disciples of not fasting and
said that they were people who like to eat like Jesus. In the eyes of the Pharisees, Jesus
was an ungodly person. On the other hand, Jesus accused the Pharisees of fasting as an
outward show for people and being hypocrites like whitewashed tombs who were praying
out loud on the street. The inner godliness, called fasting, can be regarded as complete
and true godliness only if it matches the external godliness expressed in a holy life.

The same is true of the fasting people Isaiah condemned. These were the people who
fasted as a show for God and people. They complained that God did not recognize their
fasting. It is said that while fasting, they fought and quarreled with each other and com-
mitted all kinds of injustice.



One thing we should remember is that in ancient society, fasting was possible mostly for
the rich. To those who were only affordable to eat one meal a day, regular fasting would
have been a religious game for the rich. Verse 3 of today’s text says, “On the day of fast-
ing, they seek entertainment and do all kinds of work.” They are said to be people who can
afford to enjoy other pleasures while not eating one or two meals and to make the slaves
of the household do all kinds of bad things.

So Isaiah proclaims: True fasting and true godliness are about living righteously. It is said
that fasting frees the oppressed and releases their yoke. Let’s reflect on ourselves today
as we meditate on Isaiah’s cry. All of our religious activities, countless worship, prayer and
praise, Bible study, and volunteer work could become religious games for those who can
afford it. You have external godliness, but your internal piety is empty. Living right, living
honestly, and living righteously in front of others is true godliness.

© Into the Word

1.How does Isaiah describe those who fast? (58:3-4)

2. What type of fasting will please Jehovah? (58:6-7)

@ Into our Life

1. Itis said that the biggest reason people don’t go to church today is because churchgo-
ers are hypocritical. What do you think?

2.Why do Christians disagree between external and internal piety, and how can they
overcome it?

© Memory Verse - Isaiah 58:6

“Is not this the fast that | choose: to loose the bonds of wickedness, to undo the straps of
the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke?”

® Sharing with your children

Let’s talk about the meaning of fasting together. If possible, try to fast one or two meals a
day as a whole family and share experiences of the family members with each other.
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I
MISSIONARY

OF THE MONTH

Advance : # 3022587

Country : Honduras

Serving At : United Methodist Mission in Honduras
Home Country : Costa Rica - San José

Jimenez Rojas, Yorleni R.

Yorleni R. Jiménez Rojas is a United Methodist missionary with the
General Board of Global Ministries serving as the mission program director
for the United Methodist Mission in Honduras. She is based in Tegucigalpa,
Honduras.

Ms. Rojas’ program focuses on congregational development. Her
primary responsibilities are developing, promoting, implementing and
reviewing strategic directions for programming; working with Honduran
entities in advancing general programming; and identifying and
administering mission funds congruent with programming.

Although Methodism came to the northern coast of Honduras 100 years
ago through British Methodism, and later with the Methodist Church of
the Caribbean and the Americas, it is fairly new for the Honduran Spanish-
speaking community. The mission in Honduras began in 1998. In 2002,
the Honduras Initiative officially became a United Methodist mission.
It currently includes 19 congregations and 53 faith communities. As an
emerging new church, the mission is showing urgent need for pastors and
the development of clergy and lay leadership.

The Honduran Mission constituency is largely composed of
economically marginalized people with limited formal education. One area
getting Ms. Rojas’ attention is in-country networking and alliances with
other secular, nongovernmental and Honduran religious organizations.



Fostering those relationships not only strengthens the Honduran Mission
with national resources, but also continues to forge its Honduran identity
and empowers the cultural aspect of the mission. Ms. Rojas’ position is
crucial in guiding the Honduran Mission to maturity.

Born in Costa Rica, Ms. Rojas was 8 years old when her family
converted to Christianity. Passionate about studying the Scriptures, she
said, “I had a burning desire to serve God.” As a youth, she taught Sunday
school and encouraged others to follow Jesus. Entering the university,
she began studies in psychology and journalism. “I had a strong desire to
help others,” she recalled, “and psychology was a good medium for it. The
journalism career I left aside because of economic limitations.” She earned
a psychology degree from the University of Costa Rica and started pursuing
a master’s degree with an emphasis on the Old Testament.

Prior to her current assignment, Ms. Rojas was a psychotherapist at Casa
Main Project, working with girls ages 2 to 12 who had suffered abuse. She
helped to plant and served as a pastor of Jesucrista Pan de Vida (Jesus Christ
Bread of Life), an independent church. In charge of Christian education,
she also preached. She experienced what she called “a second stage of
questioning in my Christian pilgrimage, which had been characterized
by much service. I began a search to find a genuine Christian spirituality,
centered on being and not so much on doing (activism),” she said. “This
helped me to a deeper understanding of our human nature, in contrast
to the divine nature, and to be able to resize issues such as faith, grace,
salvation and mission.”

Confronted by multiple losses, Ms. Rojas entered what she termed “a
time of dispossession, where only the grace and love of God sustained
me. God comforted me and guided me through a process of healing and
freedom, and made me resize my ministerial call,” she said. “My fervent
desire is to arrange my life so that God’s purpose is fulfilled in me, and that
everything he has given me is at his service.”

Ms. Rojas has a daughter, Rebeca, who is a member of Comunidad
Cristina Perdonados para Servir (Community Cristina Forgiven to Serve) in
San José, Costa Rica. The church is part of an independent denomination.

Contact Information : yjimenezrojas@umcmission.org
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