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Dear Lord 5=,

From July 2021, 70| =
Time A]ZF

Place A4 ojlA

sitting before you =g 2Fof gto}
eating your Word 323 9] &&-2 Q11
praying to you, =47 o} ==

will have a fellowship with you.

Zq3 wAsd 9

Name O]&

Could you not watch with me one hour?
1 3]7} 1het @A g Al7Hone houn® 7101 91Z 4= iEiU? (1} 26:40)
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The Practice of the Presence of God
/""ﬂ‘%ﬁ?f ;'*‘ "‘m;ﬁf’

- 2HIA K| -

Brother Lawrence
ZUA &M= 16118 THA SE2 Zel(Lorraine) X[, 02| HE (Herimenil)0|2H= ZH2 Al

= OrS01M EHO STt

T4 A EIH A2 0l LS LIRVIX|S HiRtE H =, X121 01 2oth = 6itEel =
22 Y2l M= 40| WS HHR0] Of2|0f U= i—’FE?-J Ii=to| 712 35| (Discalced
Carmelite Prior in Paris)0il S0{ZITH 12{Lt 28t 15 1SS BHX| 2347 |0f| HXIX|7}opd
E*HE SINIQ] XA 2 1691 28 122, 80M|2Q| LIO|Z A& E7|7HX], 1= BHY :','E%

S8 HOlA] SAZ BIS T MES A MoK S SISHAS 10 BRCL SRRt 20| 37
SO 4261|927 L 48 AR D202 O 2o lefion 1 B0 Ut
S0[74 SHLHEO| TS T 27101 155101 UTO| e STO BISUCY. 24N 2HAY

_j>|

SiLic2 JOHE SAIS TIS T, AIRES 5h, RS 511, 012IS HIOlE O[Tt
SHAC| O[21 410 S WS HIE A} R2A S AS, 10} Lite 5t 2 RIS T8t
Of2 KIPIST} T2 ACHA S| TRISZ HOP ‘BiLILI0| A 942 L2511,
TRIAFIO| Moj HS K| MYo| THO|2, AIUME TSHZ ATSS ZUA HAO

= 9l
‘SHLtEC| YXH A& S Safl, SHLHE EME 0 &2ttt =770 120 RS L= S5 7|
50| =27 S HiT



VNS LETTERS

L= 251 AlGsimply), B2 2HollA(in faith), A& AFFC 2 (with hu-
mility and with love) Shhd QFollA] skl QiU FAH3] vh< 7]
=0 Shdo] 7]#51A] oAl -2 ofd] SHA| ke, A ZHokA| & 9F o 54| Q.
Y7k 8 4 9l AL vhE 1, o] YsiAle 7 vhel tiRo] Azl
St

CHA my T

AUt AFe) 2ol SOl Mt At AR -
9 sppdto] $2) k-2 443 SR

25 U= A Y (profession) £HE sh= Al d 0 2 5] 2 = A3} H 7] g
T2 IUSUTh B4l ASR 55 A 2 §H6] 419 7| =5 73 vl
UEE8. 1 7HE ok= v Al 19 E AHA71A 7] vy eh 12k
7} @ & 1.5.0] AR}olgk= ¥4 (in the view of His love)ol| A9t 12|11 &
As] 28A A4S v Atk = 228 2 9 (firm resolution)Z A4S tH
S5 =5 s A 7o A 8.

A shbd 9] YAl (the presence of GOD)Ol 3t o A F 3 FS B
WAyt Y o)A 0 & 243t G4 4l(the whole spiritual life)& B3 9= U
B(subject)OlF 8. T FE0] Ao T FAJ Al B Ao E HY
Yt}

shde] AAE AdE A0l E 8 1S T BE ASEHE H|
o gyt kstd 23] shbdyto] 1 vhg-& AR5k 7] (possess) M
2017 8. 0] ASS BT QoA X e A, TEAAN d=0 & 92 npZ




= AYA ZoHAH, shEAA 2320 E5(ac) St S 82 &8, 1
A A E v A EE wi7hA] T1Eo] 7|#stA = Pk T koA 51A] ¢ko4
Yt

s 2 2142 91 3K continual conversation with GOD)E U= A

B o GEolal AR 4 22 A Aol el Y o] A2 Assta A dst
H(practise and experience) AFEo]2tof o]s&Hcomprehend) 4+ YA 8.
SHAISE Algol2h= @ (principle of love)ollA oI5 #5418, ShtdEAA

I3 Aot U7t8. webA Y7t wtd A wAHpreacher)2td 1 ofd AR
t} ol 9] IAE HA<5(the practice of the presence of GOD)ol=E Hg+
AJYrt. 7t etd 2 =2 director)2hH, 01E stk HE Aol 2
Hadvise) YU U= 0] d50] F B85l E 73 42 dolzta Az
Eyoh

oH spd 9] 2% 7} & 9-Al(the grace and assistance of GOD)°| @uit
S0l A Do7HA] FThd, T1EAAA 9219 AlAdo] w2 A 3l

Hg) Q. o ska7kE TelUch A e WoN| Q. T ojARS TE.S oo
E(wilfully) S D wh9] SHA] B2, FAl 9 -2 A2 TR AT EA
(His sacred presence) oA BujZictal, viE2 A5 AFsIL 22 49
(holy and firm resolution)= tHA|A| Q. Bt sPE A A FsHAITHA RE 9
oA 2] =(all consolations) 2} 1H-2 93t AF0 2 o] Qo w2 Zlch
I \:ﬂ—O] 1,] 1;].

o= qwmwmw1°%fﬂNﬂW%QQQﬂﬂﬂﬁﬁﬂmi”

L1y “ﬂ, ZRHE 1 8395 A 2 Al FAIsHA 8. RESHARE 7| 22 A
A2 5 ﬂﬁqq

N
=2

ot

o 2 grla], gile] FEA] o] 71 =0 Y A& PIEF o



00 %1 Ho & FAlo] Al F41 ASS WYEUTh |, A A7t &
AAAE By v o 4.5 ] 0] AjE 9 A2 FA A g2 A o] & SHio]
8. HZ QA7 EHete, R A4S Hofl(heartily) o] £ (practice)
ASHAI7] Big U o, A= Al&sk= A o] oo ot sh= AR T o U7t g.

Al4Q1EA(religious persons)®] 5FLd 2] YA (of the presence of GOD)E
A5 RaLA o BA WSS A 5 MR e 7 il 8. W 7
£ g =3 FE 22 3in the depth of centre of my sou) 22 &
2 (retired) 182} 917 sk A . 139A shhdat 3 o= 5k of
FALE FHA GARE TRAA Zgol2te Blojud Ad & floldyth

o] E&o] Fof @ol 1 E|X= PA| Q. SHAR f 2, of] A=, SiEA] 4t
o] AZE A = Z=(innocent and lawful) B2 443 &72(many little
pleasures)E< StoRItial ¥ A4S Ayt dufeld spd AL 187
AH 0= YAlohe FLo] thE EA= FIok= 2 siEolA 37| dltols
Utk 35| 4] Y=golA 8.

I8y S-E7t BAF o2 A4 Alof(constraint)3iof RHTH= o|oF7]
+oPdyt). $-2)= A A Z(in a holy freedom) 5h-Hd-& A A oKserve)
Sy, ¥ 2-gouh &2kt lo|(without trouble or disquiet) %212 @55
41451 (faithfully) 33 soF Ut $-2] ulso] Z1Eo|AIA HojA= 2
M-S wjupct 2AAH T JJESHA (mildly and with tranquillity) ©1& 71ck
O A shd S A7 b A ol A 8.

SR 92l o ele] A A Bl S(cares) 2 A A F1L AF 0 2 shbd-S Al
Fg g a7} 5 yYrct ofd EA5H-5-9 9] A FAl(some particular forms

o



of devotion)©| ATkl HA|Th A} T A 2= v F-81F A0
2} 3, A7) FEEsH &5k A7 ETH, 9= A
22} vZop gy}, o] 79 FE52 1 HH(end)l 0|24
She T HHmeans) ¥ £o]Y718. ShH 2 AAE A5oHE &
o] Z3#(end)?! shtaZ} 3 5HA| E=H, A 1 +Hmeans)
02 ot £H = Yol 8. T2y e = 19 AT
AA(His holy presence)E FA|5HHA] A2l WA (commerce
of love)2 T8} A4 87 sfloF ot +271= &1 (praise)2}
ZdHli(adoration) -2 7++9] BYE, F7k= AV1E HeEl=
(resignation) 39| WA] ZAFeHthanksgiving) 2.2, 98] J&0]
Aol = BEHH o WlYch

A7k A2 0 g2 YojdA] 2 =1 repugnance) W&
o §71& %A A Q. AAZE 78 4= 9lojok k. X320l A7k
FH|(lost time)2h= A3Zto] 57 ol &. SEA|RE Al Uolrtok
P dold & = BE o3 S61A] 9l F5 Wi7HA] 9]
5= AuuiZicka 24lsHA 8.

A9 ASR 2}y, E1835] g4l Q] 7] =0 Qe

o2 4 oFolA] G410 1 %
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© Family BibleTime
7139 HHOR"E 55
=271E0] Y HE Si=
AlZKFamily BibleTime)S
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How do we
increase
our wisdom?
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S¥EA o 132 ¥ou

sof 5.9} 9o/ | A ov] shpd g A Hel

otiA ol B NolE A A3 HHS 1Y
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Chapter 1 = the pralude of Proverbs: the fesr of the Lord = the
bisis and beginning of knowledge, young peopls espacially
shauld laam the principles of ife by undsrstanding wesdam and

: and we ara ad hed to fve life in accordance
with God's will, Chapter 2 continues to elsborsta an the benefits
of wisdom, If we want 1o gan wisdom, we must seek t. And if
e seek i1, we will racaive it &s s gift from God.

Proverbs 2:1-12

Ty som. if you receive my words and ireasire up my com-
mandments with you,

2making vour ear attentive to wisdom and inclining your
heart to understanding;

3yes. i you call out for insight and raise your voice forun- '

derstanding,

4if you seek it like silver and search for it as for hidden trea-
SUres,

5 then you will understand the fear of the LORD and find the
kmowladge of God

SFor the LORD gives wisdom, from his mouth come
knowledge and understanding.

7 he stores up sound wisdom {or the upright; he 1s a shueld 1o
those who walk in integrity,

# puarding the paths of justice and watching over the way of
hifs saints.

9Then you will understand righteousness and justice and
equity. every good path.

10 figr wisdom will come into your heart, and knowledge
will be pleasunt to vour soul:

1 discretion will wateh over you, understanding will guard
you,

12 defivering vou from the wiy of evil, from men of perven-
ed speech.,

ol

US Ho8

KISE ©7) 21 271 sop
& G2 oYL (2-43)
‘What should we do to gain
wisdom? (2:2-4)

A= FPERE ELIP
[0

‘Fram wham does wisdom
come? (246)

0 o=l
BN Q5 ZA T4g
S ML
UBIA|ER 7|EBILIC

© 17|
SELEEUESTE
XPHIS| A7Ho10f
SISO tht OlotE
s,

O F&t tHA(ESV/HANE)
02} o= M
21202 2R %

E‘|=; 25| 0ot L.

@ = 20z
FUHAE RSP
B2 M2 BXMAUL,
Y2e o2z MIHoR
815 ok, X 240
242 271 BLICH

© =4 50 Bt )

252 Soll FEHA
oA FAE 452 ML

71 2jn|2 75| SABLICH
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?I.l: g._"'% Tng Wiord

B o 200 S48 S = .

28 7N U UEE Klsk= siLiee] HE0Jxt aHof & iapLict
EEUCt Wisdom is a gift fram God and miest ba saught

0S| SIS0 0 THYE 8 B, HIS'E 0] Si0| A HEe
e e e
£ | 2 9B A0 0] B2 HES0) ZERl= 20 SO
2 2228 UEY NEUEE 48 0| Bafe S TE0 288 U
HaHEELEL, ZH0lA] S22 ‘0j0HSO| otk 7] 0K KAAEO]
TBHS0] LY 20 AL Rl 302 E L C (142
8 B8 A2 KUl X 98 20k 70| SeU SHUE T8
£ RO 8 218 AR AR efLIOMELIE 01 7:1) Kishg pio2is
27} R S0 B T 00} HLITE, 221 E00 61
342 H0] HOP Kele THE PE 4 GeLr. Tkt 22 RS 5Ol
A8 5 i ojalE 2JHE FapIL| 2H Bl RIS Bzio ELICL Kolol Eiad
@ st 2% One Word  Loioii AR DR Ol el mSe )

oal OD|§O| 9 777777777777777 HY A7HME RIAP| SE{supremel0l7|] 17} 71 2E S T MMM

™ ©= ik WS Hoa T WALCh Alfs S5O0, 38 Ve s FS A

MH([ife)2 2|71 Tt | Oing Prayer 1 2= o7 EUC JaLHEAN T8 sluHe| Hal FAs ME0/THE

°°(|'f_e)E T 2 v Ly 0, 01 KARILICL B BlLIE MU NP 28 4 H0 Tald,

([ ENEP R gmEsfe] ity TR LN i) SEicion, Megtls S0 walo Kl e

Dol 2 Iy HRE 7|EF 7|RECh SN

252 H(sword)2 et

‘proverts is ‘mashal” and meens ~_is the same as.”

AI._Q_@I.O;I |:||- |9_| AI%-IQ |t &3 transleted as “parabia” and is an instuction succincly containing cer—

o= tai pettems of precepts oosenved in e, I Chinese, wi!_EJ‘:nEun It

S3|xl A Ol =l consists of the wird "Jam” which means "a needle” and which

=+ 2 g, mans ‘spaken word,” Combined it means fo teach 5 if poking with

raedie. Fecple with wisdom, mchuding Solomon, deeply obsenved life and

discovered cerai pattams existed. Selomon begins Chapter 2 with MWy

son”, like when & father admonishes his children, The essence of the sd—

® H&7|% One Prayer ot oot O L 00

- 1€ i5 1o parent foghveagitioa Fame:

= 5'1—”0 U2 Eof ks for oo, Our Fathr in Heaver wil e good gits t hose who sk

n3 Him. (Mat 7:11} i we went to gam wisdom, then we mast ask for it and

JU—-'Ol Tl_ E'Eh:.e QPOE saak God who is the scurce of wisdom, We must raise cur voice and we

o N st seek it & if seeking toasures. Then we will be given wisdom and

gxl_‘lol": jéBE zcl'gl__l E_l' wnderstandng, But if we look 3t curselves, we might be supnsed that we

st ot sesking or ssarching for visdon, |1 is because we do not frest wis—
dom &3 & precious treasure though we tnow that we need wisdom.

Proveetis 47 says thet wisdom is supreme: therafore, we should gan un-
darstanding even though it may cost all you e, Wisdom i treasure and
those whe bebevs that wil saek, search, and ulfimately gain it But at the

© w22t MRS 2I8t 7=

fims, wisdom & by God and God & wisdom, (2:6) In ofter
Prayer for Churches S i o i e S
& PaStOfS >|sg;‘e.-€\éum G mdm;wﬂmmw Mumvgw suprame baing and trassur of
= BIkEE MUTE IEHE HUIE
0] S0 EHMU=
u2|SS flofl 7=t
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. @ B i W E
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® Journaling
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Pleasant Hilltll= 1'd 8 2t&50| MY E|0] YESLICH HY 252 Sl

02 22 SHEMQ. 2|11 43S 17| Mol sHHEe S’SE”H =+
I.

EEFHA 7IZLIC R2/9 RE H2S oLt TS0 ESAILLICL

O12H 4S7?
k17=|2 OIO |]:| E_|-EI'0| I“éf [[H 7 E|;|'§|f9_| LH%; _‘?_él'g OOF0|-7-||__|- 7|
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o= T+ EA 5. 223 01ZA et A 11, BEAlo 52 =SS Al ot
H LT

Journaling, 0|32} SHA|
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0= OllE(Jesus)ILICH Lo LA HHGIT 7|123H= 7| EX|2t of
SUSHIEIET, 20| SNS E11, J21 S3lisHH, 12 QoA s=2e &

=22 01y2 VIS5t HEZe O SaLIC
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This chapter records the story of Naaman, commander of the
army of the King of Aram, being cured of leprosy and Gehazi,
the servant of Elisha, being afflicted with leprosy. It depicts
the contrast between the obedient faith of gentile Naaman
and the sins of Gehazi, servant of the prophet Elisha.

2 Kings 5:8-19

8 But when Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had
torn his clothes, he sent to the king, saying, “Why have you torn
your clothes? Let him come now to me, that he may know that there
is aprophetin Israel.”

2 So Naaman came with his horses and chariots and stood at the
door of Elisha’s house.

10 And Elisha sent a messenger to him, saying, “Go and wash in the
Jordan seven times, and your flesh shall be restored, and you shall
beclean.”

11 But Naaman was angry and went away, saying, “Behold, I
thought that he would surely come out to me and stand and call
upon the name of the LORD his God, and wave his hand over the
place and cure the leper.

12 Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than
all the waters of Israel? Could I not wash in them and be clean?” So
he turned and went away in a rage.

13 But his servants came near and said to him, “My father, it is a
great word the prophet has spoken to you; will you not do it? Has he
actually said to you, ‘Wash, and be clean’?”

14 So he went down and dipped himself seven times in the Jordan,
according to the word of the man of God, and his flesh was restored
like the flesh of a little child, and he was clean.

15 Then he returned to the man of God, he and all his company, and
he came and stood before him. And he said, “Behold, I know that
there is no God in all the earth but in Israel; so accept now a present
from your servant.”

16 But he said, “As the LORD lives, before whom I stand, I will re-
ceivenone.” And he urged him to take it, but he refused.

17 Then Naaman said, “If not, please let there be given to your ser-
vant two mules’ load of earth, for from now on your servant will not
offer burnt offering or sacrifice to any god but the LORD.

18 In this matter may the LORD pardon your servant: when my
master goes into the house of Rimmon to worship there, leaning
on my arm, and [ bow myself'in the house of Rimmon, when I bow
myself in the house of Rimmon, the LORD pardon your servant in
this matter.”

19 He said to him, “Go in peace.”But when Naaman had gone from
him a short distance,
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LtOF2h 20| H2ALA 25
H 0|f= FNLULIR (5:11)
Why was Naaman com-
mander of the army angry at
Elisha? (5:11)

Loto I'g S0t 1l of= Lt
ofatoA =2 Fo2t M
S3HSLIIR (5:13)

How did the servants of
Naaman persuade him to
follow Elisha’s instructions?
(6:13)

23



rok
=
ois

o
RN I!
= gy

S
Ho

-
ol
<
—o
o

ML FO O
o e
gvy
iz}
o o.
o

ol
i
il

r

>
~
H

oz }o
HO 2 mir ro
0z Mo N
N Ho =
H1 19 o
B O
rio 1o

]
sl
Ju
]
°
il

24

Voices from The Hill

Ui A4Z}0jf=-
| thought:--

AFS XHAI0| HZIE 401 Ok 20| 47 (2| EIBt 1 0f10)]
C}. O30 OSSR LioI2Ho] O Z9S S3Ct, LIOfRH 1] 91 oAl
33 28t NHOL, T2} KK LIS J0pf Hofst S0 iRt
78 2 2910] O1Lj2t SHLIES| HZIOITE SHLIHAL LIORIOR Of2f
£ 87| SNOR 12 I SIACHG:1). 12/T 20 Ligg FAo=
K O[ARIA0| MRIR} HRIAIS HES B

Liof2to] SiLFE| S5t U 2P| ekt HOf0F & M0 YR Xt
A19] 4242 SfLIG Y= OIS LiES TE 7] 9fof 028 RS &
IGHT 2|AR MAIXIS: SIQUKISH KNS M24TH= TH2 TFYS MRIRIOPAA
ST RN AIRIRHS D8 B2 LIXIE 94T 02 S WIS ol Tiet
QEZ 201 7 23 UF ¥ H0D Y,

[0 Liof2te 51 LiDy SORICt, J2{2Af B 20| “Lh 42i0l=..”, Kk
of M2iol= AN} B Lot 19| A2 B0 LIS D3 H0RkD 4%
ROITHE:11). CHS| B50| HS02 MARfe] B 2t Q50| UT
22 M2 B0 LIHO| W ST, B2 LIS ED 2P Ik it
0| OIS LS 2P| Sishi U 401K HOILE SiLidel 42ie
31012101 4010} SIC. BHLILIS) A2 SiLEE| 4218 F0f2lis ARISO)
Ch 20000 SHLACAA HIZ T StAl= 2512 Zae 4 9T

People usually panic when things do not go the way they expect.
Naaman, commander of the army of the King of Aram, encountered
such a case. Naaman was a great man in the sight of his master and
highly regarded, but his leprosy was his weakness. His leprosy was
not by accident but was planned by God. The LORD had given victory
to Aram through Naaman and made him a great man. (5:1) But God
gave him leprosy to lower him and made him seek Elisha the prophet
of Israel.

Naaman had to overcome several obstacles in order to experience
what God had in store for him. He had to tune his thoughts to God's.
Naaman visited the prophet Elisha with large amounts of precious
gifts to seek a cure from him but was treated differently from what he
had expected. The prophet Elisha did not bother to come out to greet
Naaman and did not accept any gift. But Naaman was told through a
messenger to go to the Jordan river and wash his body seven times.
Naaman went away angry and said, “| though--“, he thought that Eli-
sha would come out to him and wave his hand over the spot and cure
him of his leprosy. (2 Kings 5: 11) Fortunately for him, Naaman was
persuaded by his servants and followed the advice of the prophet and
washed his body seven times in the Jordan river. His leprosy was
cured. Only then did Naaman understand and praise the LORD. In or-
der to experience God's plan for us, we need to abandon our
thoughts, discern and accept God's thoughts, and live accordingly.
People of God are those who discern and accept God's thoughts. Only
then we can experience the grace of God according to His plan.
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This chapter records the story of Elisha who made an iron
ax head float in the water. Also recorded is what happened
when the King of Aram realized Elisha was a threat to Aram
and sent the Aramean army to arrest Elisha.

2 Kings 6:8-20

8 Once when the king of Syria was warring against Israel, he took
counsel with his servants, saying, “At such and such a place shall
be my camp.”

9 But the man of God sent word to the king of Israel, “Beware that
you do not pass this place, for the Syrians are going down there.”

10 And the king of Israel sent to the place about which the man of
God told him. Thus he used to warn him, so that he saved himself
there more than once or twice.

11 And the mind of the king of Syria was greatly troubled because
of this thing, and he called his servants and said to them, “Will you
not show me who of us is for the king of Israel?””

12 And one of his servants said, “None, my lord, O king; but Elisha,
the prophet who is in Israel, tells the king of Israel the words that
you speak in your bedroom.”

13 And he said, “Go and see where he is, that I may send and seize
him.” It was told him, “Behold, he is in Dothan.”

14 So he sent there horses and chariots and a great army, and they
came by night and surrounded the city.

15 When the servant of the man of God rose early in the morning
and went out, behold, an army with horses and chariots was all
around the city. And the servant said, ““Alas, my master! What shall
wedo?”

16 He said, “Do not be afraid, for those who are with us are more
than those who are with them.”

17 Then Elisha prayed and said, “O LORD, please open his eyes
that he may see.” So the LORD opened the eyes of the young man,
and he saw, and behold, the mountain was full of horses and chari-
ots of fire all around Elisha.

18 And when the Syrians came down against him, Elisha prayed to
the LORD and said, “Please strike this people with blindness.”So
he struck them with blindness in accordance with the prayer of Eli-
sha.

19 And Elisha said to them, “This is not the way, and this is not the
city. Follow me, and I will bring you to the man whom you seek.”
And he led them to Samaria.

20 As soon as they entered Samaria, Elisha said, “O LORD, open
the eyes of these men, that they may see.” So the LORD opened
their eyes and they saw, and behold, they were in the midst of Sa-
maria.
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Why did Elisha’s servant de—
spair? (6:15)

ofLtEe| AIHE WL HOtS
AUE M2 Q| 217127
When did you feel that you
received peace and comfort
from the LORD as you were
assured of the presence of
the Holy Spirit?
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How reliable are our eyes? The King of Aram mobilized forces to
capture the prophet Elisha. When the servant of the prophet saw
the city surrounded by horses and chariots and the army, he de—
spaired. But Elisha said, “Don’t be afraid,” (6:16) and he prayed to
God to open the eyes of his servant. Then the spiritual eyes of the
servant were open and he saw the hills full of horses and chariots
of fire all around Elisha. Then as the enemy came down toward
him, Elisha prayed to the LORD, “Strike these people with blind-
ness.” So He struck them with blindness, and they could not see.
The fear of Elisha’s servant came from the blindness of his spiritual
eyes. When his spiritual eyes were open and he could see the re-
ality, his fear vanished. Though they should be fearful, the Aramean
army was belligerent because they were spiritually blind. But God
made them physically blind and their blindness caused them to be
fearful.

What is the existential cause of our fear today? May it be because
we do not see the army of God that protects us? Though our phys-
ical eyes may not see it, faith is being sure of what we hope for
and certain of what we do not see. (Hebrews 11:1) When we trust
the Word of God and follow His teachings, our spiritual eyes will be
opened and we can see what God is actually doing.
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As King Ben—Hadad of Aram surrounded Samaria, the in—
habitants of Samaria suffered from famine. But Samaria was
saved because the Aramean army was forced to retreat by
God.

2 Kings 7:1-10

1 But Elisha said, “Hear the word of the LORD: thus says the
LORD, Tomorrow about this time a seah of fine flour shall be
sold for a shekel, and two seahs of barley for a shekel, at the gate
of Samaria.”

2 Then the captain on whose hand the king leaned said to the
man of God, “If the LORD himself should make windows in
heaven, could this thing be?” But he said, “You shall see it with
your own eyes, but you shall not eat of it.”

3 Now there were four men who were lepersat the entrance to
the gate. And they said to one another, “Why are we sitting here
until we die?

41f we say, ‘Let us enter the city,” the famine is in the city, and
we shall die there. And if we sit here, we die also. So now come,
let us go over to the camp of the Syrians. If they spare our lives
we shall live, and if they kill us we shall but die.”

5 So they arose at twilight to go to the camp of the Syrians. But
when they came to the edge of the camp of the Syrians, behold,
there was no one there.

6 For the Lord had made the army of the Syrians hear the sound
of chariots and of horses, the sound of a great army, so that they
said to one another, “Behold, the king of Israel has hired against
us the kings of the Hittites and the kings of Egypt to come
againstus.”

7 So they fled away in the twilight and abandoned their tents,
their horses, and their donkeys, leaving the camp as it was, and
fled for their lives.

8 And when these lepers came to the edge of the camp, they
went into a tent and ate and drank, and they carried off silver
and gold and clothing and went and hid them. Then they came
back and entered another tent and carried off things from it and
went and hid them.

9 Then they said to one another, “We are not doing right. This
day is a day of good news. If we are silent and wait until the
morning light, punishment will overtake us. Now therefore
come; letus go and tell the king’s household.”

10 So they came and called to the gatekeepers of the city and
told them, “We came to the camp of the Syrians, and behold,
there was no one to be seen or heard there, nothing but the hors-
es tied and the donkeys tied and the tents as they were.”
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Why couldn’t the men with
leprosy wait until daylight to
report the status of the Ar—
amean army to Israel? (7:9)
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With whom does God want
you to share the message of
salvation?
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Charles Spurgeon expounded figuratively, “Evangelism is just one beggar tell-
ing another beggar where to find bread.” Even though God gave us the bread,
if there was no messenger to deliver the message about the bread, the bread
given by God would be non-existent to others. The city of Samaria was be-
sieged by the Aramean army and suffered severe famine. Some even ended
up eating their own child. At that moment, God brought salvation to the peo—
ple of Israel. The LORD caused the Aramean army to hear the sound of chari-
ots and horses and a great army. The Aramean army was so afraid that they
abandoned everything and fled in a hurry. God had already redeemed Israel
from the Aramean army. But not knowing it, Israel was still dying in the city.
Even though the salvation of God was at the door, if people do not know that,
they cannot experience the salvation. But then God moved the minds of those
men with leprosy who were just outside of the city gate. They thought it bet-
ter to beg for food to the Aramean army than die of hunger sitting where they
were and made a move to go to the camp of Aramean army There they saw
the salvation of God. The men with leprosy took the food and other things
abandoned by the Aramean army but felt guilty and thought that the punish—
ment would overtake them if they waited until daylight to report what they
had found at the camp. So they rushed back to Samaria that night to report
the news of salvation, and the people of Samaria celebrated their salvation.
The men with leprosy understood that God had directed their minds toward
the Aramean army not only to enrich their own needs but also to share the
salvation of God with others. My own richness is not only my blessing for me
to enjoy but also to share the salvation and prosperity with others. God wants
us to live like the men with leprosy who shared the salvation of God and pros—
perity with others.
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The woman of Shunem fled to escape from the famine as
advised by Elisha but returned after the famine and recov-
ered all her possessions. God had foretold Elisha and he
prophesied that Hazael would be anointed and made the king
of Aram.

2 Kings 8:7-15

7 Now Elisha came to Damascus. Ben-hadad the king of
Syria was sick. And when it was told him, “The man of God
has come here,”

8 the king said to Hazael, “Take a present with you and go to
meet the man of God, and inquire of the LORD through him,
saying, ‘Shall I recover from this sickness?””’

2 So Hazael went to meet him, and took a present with him,
all kinds of goods of Damascus, forty camel loads. When
he came and stood before him, he said, “Your son Ben-ha-
dad king of Syria has sent me to you, saying, ‘Shall I recover
from this sickness?””’

10 And Elisha said to him, “Go, say to him, ‘You shall cer-
tainly recover,” but the LORD has shown me that he shall
certainly die.”

11 And he fixed his gaze and stared at him, until he was em-
barrassed. And the man of God wept.

12 And Hazael said, “Why does my lord weep?” He an-
swered, “Because [ know the evil that you will do to the peo-
ple of Israel. You will set on fire their fortresses, and you will
kill their young men with the sword and dash in pieces their
little ones and rip open their pregnant women.”

13 And Hazael said, “What is your servant, who is but a dog,
that he should do this great thing?”” Elisha answered, “The
LORD has shown me that you are to be king over Syria.”

14 Then he departed from Elisha and came to his master,
who said to him, “What did Elisha say to you?”” And he an-
swered, “He told me that you would certainly recover.”

15 But the next day he took the bed cloth and dipped it in wa-
ter and spread it over his face, till he died. And Hazael be-
came king in his place.
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Elisha weeps
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In the movie titled “Passion of Christ’ directed and produced by Mel
Gibson, there is a scene in which a gigantic bundle of water falls
from heaven onto the ground and the whole ground is shaken.
Perhaps it was to be meant to symbolize the weeping of God sad—
dened by the death of His son. As King Ben-Hadad of Aram be—
came ill, he dispatched Hazael to prophet Elisha to ask what would
happen to him in the future. Elisha told Hazael, “Go and say to
Ben-Hadad, ‘You will certainly recover’; but the LORD has revealed
to me that he will in fact die.” Then Elisha kept staring at Hazael
until he felt embarrassed and Elisha wept.

Elisha wept because of all the evil that Hazael would inflict in the
future on the descendants of Israel. Elisha knew that Hazael would
set fire to their fortified places, kill their young men with the sword,
dash their little children to the ground, and rip open their pregnant
women. And when Elisha saw Israel being savagely trampled by
Hazael, he could not help but weep. The tears of the prophet are
like spokesmen for the mind and tears of God. God’s heart was
aching because His justice called for punishment of His own peo-
ple and that was the cause of Elisha’s tears. What caused God's
heart to ache was not Hazael but the people of Israel. God weeps
when His people are fraught with sins. Though this land is full of
sins that would make God weep, we the people of God should be
the object of God's joy by wiping away the tears of God.
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Jehu was anointed by the young prophet of Elisha, and Jehu
decimated Ahab and his household according to the com-
mand of God. Jehu killed King Joram of Israel, King Ahaziah
of Judah who was visiting Joram, and Jezebel.

2 Kings 9:6-17

6 So he arose and went into the house. And the young man
poured the oil on his head, saying to him, “Thus says the
LORD, the God of Israel, I anoint you king over the people of
the LORD, over Israel.

7 And you shall strike down the house of Ahab your master,
so that I may avenge on Jezebel the blood of my servants the
prophets, and the blood of all the servants of the LORD.

8 For the whole house of Ahab shall perish, and I will cut off
from Ahab every male, bond or free, in Israel.

9 And I will make the house of Ahab like the house of Jeroboam
the son of Nebat, and like the house of Baasha the son of Ahijah.

10 And the dogs shall eat Jezebel in the territory of Jezreel, and
none shall bury her.” Then he opened the door and fled.

11 When Jehu came out to the servants of his master, they said to
him, “Is all well? Why did this mad fellow come to you?”” And
he said to them, ““You know the fellow and his talk.”

12 And they said, “That is not true; tell us now.” And he said,
“Thus and so he spoke to me, saying, ‘Thus says the LORD, I
anoint you king over Israel.””

13 Then in haste every man of them took his garment and put it
under him on the bare steps, and they blew the trumpet and pro-
claimed, “Jehuisking.”

14 Thus Jehu the son of Jehoshaphat the son of Nimshi con-
spired against Joram. (Now Joram with all Israel had been on
guard at Ramoth-gilead against Hazael king of Syria,

15 but King Joram had returned to be healed in Jezreel of the
wounds that the Syrians had given him, when he fought with
Hazael king of Syria.) So Jehu said, “If this is your decision,
then let no one slip out of the city to go and tell the news in Jez-
reel.”

16 Then Jehu mounted his chariot and went to Jezreel, for Joram
lay there. And Ahaziah king of Judah had come down to visit
Joram.

17 Now the watchman was standing on the tower in Jezreel, and
he saw the company of Jehu as he came and said, “I see a com-
pany.” And Joram said, “Take a horseman and send to meet
them, and let him say, ‘Is it peace?””
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King Ahab was notoriously infamous. Ahab and his wife Jezebel opposed God
and persecuted people of God. And God said that He would avenge the blood of
His servants the prophets and the blood of all the LORD’s servants shed by Je-
zebel. (9:7) Jesus said anyone who received the prophet would receive the re-
ward of the prophet (Matthew 10:41), but the household of Ahab turned the
opportunity of reward into a curse. Jehu began to execute the command of God
by attacking the house of Ahab. Jehu came to his own King Joram who was
staying in Jezreel after being wounded during war with Aram. Joram sent a
horseman to check who was riding on a chariot among the troops coming at a
distance. They asked Jehu, “This is what the king says: ‘Do you come in
peace?” Jehu replied, “What do you have to do with peace? Fall in behind me.”
Then Joram sent another horseman to Jehu and asked the same question if he
came in peace.

Joram recognized that the man on the chariot was Jehu his subordinate and
Joram rode out in his own chariot to meet him. Joram asked, “Have you come
in peace, Jehu?” Jehu replied, “How can there be peace, as long as all the idol-
atry and witchcraft of your mother Jezebel abound?” After this exchange, Joram
who was running away was shot and killed by Jehu with his bow. When Jehu
found Jezebel to punish, she asked the same question, “Have you come in
peace, Zimri, you murderer of your master?”

The house of Ahab wanted peace but because their family opposed God, they
could not have peace. God did not allow peace to those who killed the servants
of God and corrupted the people of God. Our peace is possible only when our
relationship with God is reconciled. Though our peace is sometimes confiscated
by someone like Jezebel, only those who do not give up their relationship with
God, are reconciled, and maintain peace with God can enjoy peace.
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Jehu continued the purge of the house of Ahab. Jehu killed
seventy members of the house of Ahab, King Ahaziah of Ju-
dah, Ahaziah’s relatives, as well as everyone related to Ahab.
Jehu also gathered all the worshippers of Baal into a temple
and massacred them.

2 Kings 10:11-19

11 So Jehu struck down all who remained of the house of
Ahab in Jezreel, all his great men and his close friends and
his priests, until he left him none remaining.

12 Then he set out and went to Samaria. On the way, when he
was at Beth-eked of the Shepherds,

13 Jehu met the relatives of Ahaziah king of Judah, and he
said, “Who are you?” And they answered, “We are the rela-
tives of Ahaziah, and we came down to visit the royal princ-
es and the sons of the queen mother.”

14 He said, “Take them alive.” And they took them alive and
slaughtered them at the pit of Beth-eked, forty-two persons,
and he spared none of them.

15 And when he departed from there, he met Jehonadab the
son of Rechab coming to meet him. And he greeted him
and said to him, “Is your heart true to my heart as mine is to
yours?” And Jehonadab answered, “It is.” Jehu said,”If it is,
give me your hand.” So he gave him his hand. And Jehu took
him up with him into the chariot.

16 And he said, “Come with me, and see my zeal for the
LORD.” So he had him ride in his chariot.

17 And when he came to Samaria, he struck down all who re-
mained to Ahab in Samaria, till he had wiped them out, ac-
cording to the word of the LORD that he spoke to Elijah.

18 Then Jehu assembled all the people and said to them,
“Ahab served Baal a little, but Jehu will serve him much.

19 Now therefore call to me all the prophets of Baal, all his
worshipers and all his priests. Let none be missing, for I
have a great sacrifice to offer to Baal. Whoever is missing
shall not live.” But Jehu did it with cunning in order to de-
stroy the worshipers of Baal.
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Who collaborated with Jehu?
(10:15, 23)
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What kind of work are you
zealous for in your relation—
ship with God?

47



of Ok

?_I' =0

Y H 0| Fdot7| floh
2= FstUSS
&L

CEA

L

o5z umoz

S Aot B2

Y 7I=S 7IEFUCt

LAY LS, 0| FH)
JYACASIAR WS, DHOIE(HI)
WHEARAHE et 7|

48

Voices from The Hill

L G&iS Het
Look at my zeal

ofLfg2 OFC 7k2E ot/ | Plol iR E ML tie= OFRel 7h22 Eot=
G SRie 2F HXoHH 40ttt 17t 2o 0fS H3LES Bkt o= "Lt
9 37 7tA G124 flot Lte| BHS Haf'sll 25 A7| A e BiH ot
Lol F3E +ARICE 02 So2 Ofgel 72 22 OfLz}, HidS H71= A
SOAT ottt HIZOA MAIS SRICIH HIS o7 |= XSS U3 22 22
2 0e= 252 25 S0 I3\ 1 MH2 Haz TS0 KR SiLEEMHA
T (20| BHS AHoHI=AL, 1 X0 0]AZHA 29I 0]0f AHHE K|L2(2ty
oRLILY.

IR 62 = OFet 7HES TYAR = Yolli= SoS HRIT, 29 ofltEE &7
£ Oi= EHS WAI 230 =2{0] 6I2240] OJAZA0NH HotH 3t 21 Z{0A
(LER] 2AUCH. OEA0| WDt THOf| Q= SSO0IRIE MU= otltEM HA| SiRCt
(10:29, 31). IHWAF2H= ARHEOI7H QT HITHO| 7123IE FE AS 0=
22, D2 Aol 2R U3 230t 71233 BHets SO0 2= oy
9 HHO L2t 0FRtel 742 S AT, St Kok 20| Lot XS 2t
£ 7tHREXIS 2 H HI0{0F Tt

H2= OE 0152 Tots iz BYS MR, 2| RS Mok SiLiES A
N2 2= 0= HIACE 227+ OFFe] SHUREE 70| SHLtEt tXof
Al EE 1 BH2 BYO=Z k= NSZOIC. oftg2) W2 oftgY & ot
710 BdE W, 1 55 Yoty [of eiloks AFFOIEY.

God had chosen Jehu to destroy the house of Ahab. Jehu executed the
command of God to destroy the house of Ahab with thoroughness and se-
vere savagery. When he came upon Jehonadab son of Recab, he greeted
him and said, “Come with me and see my zeal for the LORD.” Then he had
him ride along in his chariot and continued the execution of God's com-
mand. The zeal of Jehu not only destroyed the house of Ahab but also was
directed toward the Baal worshippers. Jehu invited all Baal worshippers to
an assembly at the temple of Baal disguised as worship to Baal and mas-
sacred them. Then the temple was turmned into a latrine. God approved of
Jehu's zeal and proclaimed that Jehu's descendants would sit on the
throne of Israel to the fourth generation.

Jehu showed all the zeal in routing the house of Ahab but he failed to ex—
ercise the same zeal in serving Aimighty God. He did not turn away from
the sins of Jeroboam, which he caused Israel to commit. He sinned against
God by worshipping the golden calves at Bethel and Dan. (10:29, 31) There
is a lion acronym called “BanMyunGyoSa”. It means “A teacher who
preaches the opposite view,” and also means that one learns by observing
the faults of others. As Jehu destroyed the house of Ahab in accordance
with the command of God, he should have learned by observing directly
what a tragic result opposing God would bring. Jehu was zealous in routing
others, but he failed to reform himself and follow God rightly. We can be
zealous in what we do, but if our zeal is against the will of God, our zeal will
tumn into a shortcut to destruction. People of God should be zealous in dis—
cerning the will of God and dedicate themselves to faithfully do the will of
God.
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Upon watching the death of her son King Ahaziah, Athaliah
murdered all the princes and secured the throne of southern
Judah. Joash survived Athaliah’s savage massacre. Six years
later with the help of Jehoiada the priest, he was made king
and Athaliah was killed.

2 Kings 11:11-20

11 And the guards stood, every man with his weapons in his
hand, from the south side of the house to the north side of the
house, around the altar and the house on behalf of the king.

12 Then he brought out the king’s son and put the crown on
him and gave him the testimony. And they proclaimed him
king and anointed him, and they clapped their hands and
said, “Long live the king!”

13 When Athaliah heard the noise of the guard and of the
people, she went into the house of the LORD to the people.
14 And when she looked, there was the king standing by
the pillar, according to the custom, and the captains and the
trumpeters beside the king, and all the people of the land re-
joicing and blowing trumpets. And Athaliah tore her clothes
and cried, “Treason! Treason!”

15 Then Jehoiada the priest commanded the captains who
were set over the army, “Bring her out between the ranks,
and put to death with the sword anyone who follows her.”
For the priest said, “Let her not be put to death in the house
ofthe LORD.”

16 So they laid hands on her; and she went through the hors-
es’ entrance to the king’s house, and there she was put to
death.

17 And Jehoiada made a covenant between the LORD and
the king and people, that they should be the LORD’s people,
and also between the king and the people.

18 Then all the people of the land went to the house of Baal
and tore it down; his altars and his images they broke in piec-
es, and they killed Mattan the priest of Baal before the altars.
And the priest posted watchmen over the house of the LORD.
19 And he took the captains, the Carites, the guards, and all
the people of the land, and they brought the king down from
the house of the LORD, marching through the gate of the
guards to the king’s house. And he took his seat on the throne
of the kings.

20 So all the people of the land rejoiced, and the city was qui-
et after Athaliah had been put to death with the sword at the
king’s house.
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When Jehoiada the priest
anointed Joash as king what
did he give Joash? (11:12)
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What did Jehoiada want to
make between God and the
people of southern Judah?
(11:17)
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The fall of the house of Ahab had an impact on southern Judah. Athaliah
came to southern Judah to marry but saw the fall of the house of her fa-
ther in northern Israel as well as the fall of her own son Ahaziah king of
southern Judah by Jehu. She decided to destroy the house of David in
southern Judah. She murdered all the princes who could have been
heirs to the throne, secured the throne for herself, and reigned southern
Judah for six years. But the promise of God toward David was rock solid.
In the middle of the massacre by Athaliah, the sister of King Ahaziah Je—~
hosheba had hidden prince Joash and saved him. Together with her
husband Jehoiada the priest they hid and raised Joash in the temple for
six years. In the seventh year, Jehoiada the priest organized the com-
manders of units of a hundred, the Carites, and the guards and made
Joash the king. Athaliah was killed and the throne restored.

Jehoiada’s primary role in the process of making Joash the king was to
make a covenant. He made a covenant between the LORD and the king
and the people that they would be the LORD'’s people. He also made a
covenant between the king and the people. (11:17) Hence when Je-
hoiada anointed Joash as king, he gave Joash a Book of Laws which was
the word of covenant. As the house of Jehu became the royal family in
northern Israel after the house of Ahab, Jehoiada wanted to make
southern Judah a nation ruled by God by restoring the covenant with
God.

People of God should not forget that there is a covenant between them—
selves and God in their relationship with God. As we live as people of
God, God takes care of His people and leads His people to the right path.
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King Joash reigned southern Judah with the guidance of Je—
hoiada the priest and ordered the repair of the temple. King
Hazael of Aram attacked Jerusalem. King Joash was assas—
sinated by his officials who conspired against him.

2 Kings 12:4-15

4 Jehoash said to the priests, “All the money of the holy things that
is brought into the house of the LORD, the money for which each
man is assessed--the money from the assessment of persons--and
the money that a man’s heart prompts him to bring into the house of
the LORD,

5 let the priests take, each from his donor, and let them repair the
house wherever any need of repairs is discovered.”

6 But by the twenty-third year of King Jehoash, the priests had
made no repairs on the house.

7 Therefore King Jehoash summoned Jehoiada the priest and the
other priests and said to them, “Why are you not repairing the
house? Now therefore take no more money from your donors, but
hand it over for the repair of the house.”

8 So the priests agreed that they should take no more money from
the people, and that they should not repair the house.

9 Then Jehoiada the priest took a chest and bored a hole in the lid of
itand set it beside the altar on the right side as one entered the house
ofthe LORD. And the priests who guarded the threshold put in it all
the money that was brought into the house of the LORD.

10 And whenever they saw that there was much money in the chest,
the king’s secretary and the high priest came up and they bagged
and counted the money that was found in the house of the LORD.

11 Then they would give the money that was weighed out into the
hands of the workmen who had the oversight of the house of the
LORD. And they paid it out to the carpenters and the builders who
worked on the house of the LORD,

12 and to the masons and the stonecutters, as well as to buy timber
and quarried stone for making repairs on the house of the LORD,
and for any outlay for the repairs of the house.

13 But there were not made for the house of the LORD basins of sil-
ver, snuffers, bowls, trumpets, or any vessels of gold, or of silver,
from the money that was brought into the house of the LORD,

14 for that was given to the workmen who were repairing the house
ofthe LORD withit.

15 And they did not ask an accounting from the men into whose
hand they delivered the money to pay out to the workmen, for they
dealt honestly.
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What did Joash order the
priests to do? (12:4-5)
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What did Joash do when
King Hazael of Aram was
ready to attack Jerusalem?
(12:18)
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The temple of Jerusalem was the spiritual center of Israel. However the
spiritual deterioration in southern Judah was followed by absence of em-
pathy and neglect of the temple. Nonetheless one of the achievements of
Joash was, when he became the king, to repair the temple. Finally some—
one with passion for God showed up who was paying attention to the
temple. Joash successfully repaired the temple. But he could not keep the
temple safe until the end. When King Hazael of Aram came to attack Jeru-
salem, Joash collected sacred objects and gold at the temple of God as
well as at the royal palace and offered them to Hazael as a tribute. Hazael
withdrew from Jerusalem and returned to Aram.

After the death of Jehoiada the priest who had saved Joash from massa-
cre and helped him to sit on the throne, Joash listened to the officials of
Judah who came to pay homage to him, abandoned the temple of the
LORD, and worshipped Asherah poles and idols. (2 Chronicles 24:17-18)
The prophet Zechariah, son of Jehoiada the priest, witnessed the corrup-
tion of Joash and accused King Joash of evil deeds. The people plotted
against him and by order of the king they stoned him to death in the court-
yard of the LORD'’s temple. Joash may have tried to build an external tem-
ple but he had failed to build an internal spiritual temple of the LORD for
himself. That was why when the idol worshippers enticed him, Joash could
abandon the temple of the LORD without hesitation and worship idols.
Apostle Paul challenged the Corinthians, “Don’t you know that you your-
selves are God's temple?” (1 Corinthians 3: 16) When we receive the
LORD in our heart we ourselves become God's temple and our churches
become God's temple as well. More than anything, we should exercise our
zeal to build our spiritual temple in our heart.
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Jehoahaz, son of Jehu, was king and reigned northern Israel.
Jehoash, son of Jehoahaz, then became the king of northern
Israel. Prophet Elisha died. King Hazael of Aram died and his
son Ben—Hadad became the king of Aram.

2 Kings 13:14-25

14 Now when Elisha had fallen sick with the illness of which
he was to die, Joash king of Israel went down to him and
wept before him, crying, “My father, my father! The chari-
ots of Israel and its horsemen!”

15 And Elisha said to him, “Take a bow and arrows.” So he
took abow and arrows.

16 Then he said to the king of Israel, “Draw the bow,” and he
drew it. And Elisha laid his hands on the king’s hands.

17 And he said, “Open the window eastward,” and he opened
it. Then Elisha said, “Shoot,” and he shot. And he said, “The
LORD’s arrow of victory, the arrow of victory over Syria!

For you shall fight the Syrians in Aphek until you have made
anend of them.”

18 And he said, “Take the arrows,” and he took them. And he
said to the king of Israel, “Strike the ground with them.” And
he struck three times and stopped.

19 Then the man of God was angry with him and said, “You
should have struck five or six times; then you would have
struck down Syria until you had made an end of it, but now
you will strike down Syria only three times.”

20 So Elisha died, and they buried him. Now bands of
Moabites used to invade the land in the spring of the year.

21 And as aman was being buried, behold, a marauding band
was seen and the man was thrown into the grave of Elisha,
and as soon as the man touched the bones of Elisha, he re-
vived and stood on his feet.

22 Now Hazael king of Syria oppressed Israel all the days of
Jehoahaz.

23 But the LORD was gracious to them and had compassion
on them, and he turned toward them, because of his cove-
nant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and would not destroy
them, nor has he cast them from his presence until now.

24 When Hazael king of Syria died, Ben-hadad his son be-
came king in his place.

25 Then Jehoash the son of Jehoahaz took again from
Ben-hadad the son of Hazael the cities that he had taken
from Jehoahaz his father in war. Three times Joash defeated
him and recovered the cities of Israel.

O A
As £02

0{SOAE HEALE FF2tl
H2 71 &L (13:14)

What did Jehoash call Elisha?
(13:14)

AZ|A7} QOIA A &2 &
2 X2t ot ool FA0INE
L|77k (13:18-19)

What was the meaning of
Elisha’s request that King
Jehoash strike down the
ground with an arrow?
(13:18-19)
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What appeared to be meaningless in our lives turns out often to be
quite meaningful and exerts significant influence on our lives. Then
we realize and understand how meaningful the meaningless has
become. When the prophet Elisha was suffering from the illness
from which he died, King Jehoash of Israel went down to see him
and wept over him. Then Elisha asked the king to do two things.
First he asked the king to get a bow and some arrows and open
the east window and shoot the arrow! When the king did as he
was told, Elisha declared, “The LORD’s arrow of victory, the arrow
of victory over Aram!” Next Elisha told the king to take the arrow
and strike the ground. The king struck it three times and stopped.
The man of God was angry with him and said, “You should have
struck the ground five or six times; then you would have defeated
Aram and completely destroyed it. But now you will defeat it only
three times.” Had King Jehoash of Israel known this before, he
may not have stopped after three times. He would have continued
to strike the ground until either stopped by Elisha or the arrow had
broken.

Sometimes there are things that appear to be meaningless like
striking the ground with an arrow. But if it was ordered by God,
then we must understand that it is no longer meaningless but car-
ries significant meaning. No word of God is too small to ignore. Je-
sus introduced God as the one who would delegate big things to
those who were faithful with small things. (Matthew 25:23) God
turns our small obedience and zeal toward Him that we treat as
meaningless into something remarkably meaningful.
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Joash’s son Amaziah became the king of Judah, attacked
Edom, and was victorious. But Amaziah was defeated in war
against northern Israel and was assassinated by conspira—
tors. Jeroboam Il reigned over northern Israel.

2 Kings 14:3-14

3 And he did what was right in the eyes of the LORD, yet not like
David his father. He did in all things as Joash his father had done.

4 But the high places were not removed; the people still sacrificed
and made offerings on the high places.

5 And as soon as the royal power was firmly in his hand, he struck
down his servants who had struck down the king his father.

6 But he did not put to death the children of the murderers, accord-
ing to what is written in the Book of the Law of Moses, where the
LORD commanded, “Fathers shall not be put to death because of
their children, nor shall children be put to death because of their fa-
thers. But each one shall die for his own sin.”

7 He struck down ten thousand Edomites in the Valley of Salt and
took Sela by storm, and called it Joktheel, which is its name to this
day.

8 Then Amaziah sent messengers to Jehoash the son of Jehoahaz,
son of Jehu, king of Israel, saying, “Come, let us look one another
inthe face.”

9 And Jehoash king of Israel sent word to Amaziah king of Judah,
“A thistle on Lebanon sent to a cedar on Lebanon, saying, ‘Give
your daughter to my son for a wife,” and a wild beast of Lebanon
passed by and trampled down the thistle.

10 You have indeed struck down Edom, and your heart has lift-
ed you up. Be content with your glory, and stay at home, for why
should you provoke trouble so that you fall, you and Judah with
you?”

11 But Amaziah would not listen. So Jehoash king of Israel went
up, and he and Amaziah king of Judah faced one another in battle at
Beth-shemesh, which belongs to Judah.

12 And Judah was defeated by Israel, and every man fled to his
home.

13 And Jehoash king of Israel captured Amaziah king of Judah, the
son of Jehoash, son of Ahaziah, at Beth-shemesh, and came to Je-
rusalem and broke down the wall of Jerusalem for four hundred cu-
bits, from the Ephraim Gate to the Corner Gate.

14 And he seized all the gold and silver, and all the vessels that were
found in the house of the LORD and in the treasuries of the king’s
house, also hostages, and he returned to Samaria.

=]
=
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OfOiARZ0| 25 FQI 459
AESES FO[X| 242 0|f= &
AU 7k (14:6)

Why didn’t King Amaziah ex-
ecute the descendants of the
officials who killed his own
father? (14:6)

ERCHE OtOFARZL O] A2t
O{SOfANIA MYS ofAt &
Mo SO0tA= RELD EfEIL
7R(14:10)

What was King Jehoash of
northern Israel’s response
when he was challenged to
war by King Amaziah of
southern Judah? (14:10)
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Those who experienced the power of the LORD must understand
what it means to have that experience. After Amaziah became the king
of southern Judah and attacked Edom, he experienced that the power
of the LORD was with him. Amaziah'a army killed 10,000 Edomites
and won the war. The victory of Amaziah was not due to military
strength. As Amaziah was preparing for the war, their initial plan was to
recruit 100,000 mercenary troops from Israel to attack Edom. But a
prophet told King Amaziah, “O king, these troops from Israel must not
march with you, for the LORD is not with any of the people of
Ephraim.” (2 Chronicles 25:7-8) Amaziah decided to heed this prophet,
return the mercenaries to Israel, went to war against Edom, and routed
Edom. When Amaziah trusted and obeyed God, God responded with
victory for him.

Then Amaziah went to war against northern Israel. But King Jehoash of
northern Israel urged Amaziah to withdraw and consider it his glory to
have defeated Edom and warned against his ego and arrogance from
his victory over Edom. (14:10) Amaziah refused to accept Jehoash's
terms and war broke out between two nations. Southern Judah was
routed by northern Israel. Amaziah may have experienced the power of
God during the war against Edom but he never learned to be humble
and kneel in front of the LORD. Amaziah paid a big price because he
became arrogant after one victory.

Apostle Paul warns the Corinthians, “So, if you think you are standing
firm, be careful that you don'’t falll” (1 Corinthians 10:12) The experi—
ence with God should not be turned into arrogance. To live depending
on God with humility is the secret path to victory of a believer.
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After the reign of Uzziah, Jotham becomes the king of Ju-
dah. In the north, Zechariah, Shallum, Menahem, Pekahiah,
and Pekah reign as kings of Israel.

2 Kings 15:1-10

1 In the twenty-seventh year of Jeroboam king of Israel,
Azariah the son of Amaziah, king of Judah, began to reign.

2 He was sixteen years old when he began to reign, and he
reigned fifty-two years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name
was Jecoliah of Jerusalem.

3 And he did what was right in the eyes of the LORD, ac-
cording to all that his father Amaziah had done.

4 Nevertheless, the high places were not taken away. The
people still sacrificed and made offerings on the high places.

5 And the LORD touched the king, so that he was a leper to
the day of his death, and he lived in a separate house. And
Jotham the king’s son was over the household, governing
the people of the land.

6 Now the rest of the acts of Azariah, and all that he did, are
they not written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings
of Judah?

7 And Azariah slept with his fathers, and they buried him
with his fathers in the city of David, and Jotham his son
reigned in his place.

8 In the thirty-eighth year of Azariah king of Judah, Zecha-
riah the son of Jeroboam reigned over Israel in Samaria six
months.

2 And he did what was evil in the sight of the LORD, as
his fathers had done. He did not depart from the sins of Je-
roboam the son of Nebat, which he made Israel to sin.

10 Shallum the son of Jabesh conspired against him and
struck him down at Ibleam and put him to death and reigned
inhis place.
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OFAfZF (AR 0 CHat HIt
= OJERHL7F? (15:3-4)

How is Azariah (Uzziah)
viewed as a king? (15:3-4)

OfAlZFZS SILIEMIM XA =
Ol £ W7HK| 2= O1EA XI5t
SL7R? (15:5)

How did king Azariah live his
life until his death after the
Lord afflicted him with lepro—
sy? (15:5)
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Azariah (a.k.a Uzziah) became king of Judah when he was only six-
teen years old and reigned for fifty-two years. He did what was
right in the eyes of the Lord. However, the Lord afflicted him with
leprosy and he lived in a separate house until the day he died. The
affliction of the king of Judah with leprosy is a very unusual thing.
The Lord anointed him as king and made him holy (set aside) to
serve a special purpose for the Lord. However, when he failed to
fulfill his holy purpose, the Lord afflicted him with leprosy. The Lord
decided not to use Azariah anymore.

The reason why the Lord afflicted him with leprosy is because he
entered the temple of the Lord to burn incense on the altar of in—
cense despite the objections from the priests. (2 Chronicles 26:16-
20) Both kings and priests are people who have been anointed with
oil and made holy (set apart) by the Lord. For this reason, their holi-
ness is established when they fulfill the special purpose for which
they have been set apart, either as a king or a priest. But when a
king tries to do the work of a priest and a priest does the work of a
king against the Lord's will, then they end up defiling the holiness
that has been attributed to them.

We are holy when we do the work that God calls us to do. When
God calls us to do something, that work is “holy” even if that work
may be menial. Also, when we refrain from doing something that
we are more than capable of doing only because we believe that it
does not align with God's will for us, we are also being holy.
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After becoming king, Ahaz engages in idol worship. Rezin
king of Aram and Pekah king of Israel attack Judah. Ahaz
builds an altar in Jerusalem temple based on the design of
the altar he saw in Damascus.

2 Kings 16:1-11

1In the seventeenth year of Pekah the son of Remaliah, Ahaz
the son of Jotham, king of Judah, began to reign.

2 Ahaz was twenty years old when he began to reign, and he
reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem. And he did not do what
was right in the eyes of the LORD his God, as his father Da-
vid had done,

3 but he walked in the way of the kings of Israel. He even
burned his son as an offering,according to the despicable
practices of the nations whom the LORD drove out before
the people of Israel.

4 And he sacrificed and made offerings on the high places
and on the hills and under every green tree.

5 Then Rezin king of Syria and Pekah the son of Remaliah,
king of Israel, came up to wage war on Jerusalem, and they
besieged Ahaz but could not conquer him.

6 At that time Rezin the king of Syria recovered Elath
for Syria and drove the men of Judah from Elath, and the
Edomites came to Elath, where they dwell to this day.

7 So Ahaz sent messengers to Tiglath-pileser king of Assyr-
ia, saying, “I am your servant and your son. Come up and
rescue me from the hand of the king of Syria and from the
hand of the king of Israel, who are attacking me.”

8 Ahaz also took the silver and gold that was found in the
house of the LORD and in the treasures of the king’s house
and sent a present to the king of Assyria.

2 And the king of Assyria listened to him. The king of As-
syria marched up against Damascus and took it, carrying its
people captive to Kir, and he killed Rezin.

10 When King Ahaz went to Damascus to meet Ti-
glath-pileser king of Assyria, he saw the altar that was at Da-
mascus. And King Ahaz sent to Uriah the priest a model of
the altar, and its pattern, exact in all its details.

11 And Uriah the priest built the altar; in accordance with all
that King Ahaz had sent from Damascus, so Uriah the priest
made it, before King Ahaz arrived from Damascus.

OotAZ0| QU Zup &= 0f
 AIHSS [t o AL
7R (16:3)

Who did king Ahaz follow by
doing the things that he did?
(16:3)

OfStA 0| CHH[AI0 ZEN 11
O2ARNE S0 =2 A2
2ailL7r (16:10-11)
What did king Ahaz make in
Jerusalem after his visit to
Damascus? (16:10-11)
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The Trap of “the More, the Better”
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The phrase, “the more, the better,” indicates the idea that it is a good
thing to be in possession of something in large quantity. But in the
world of faith, “the more, the better” can be a source of misfortune.
Ahaz king of Judah was going through a very challenging time. In addi-
tion to the threat from Syria, Israel and Aram joined together to fight
against Judah. In this crisis, Ahaz sought to gather many people and
even idols that could help him.

Ahaz worshipped the gods of foreign nations. He even sacrificed his
own son in the fire. He did whatever he could do in order to survive the
crisis that he was in. Even the prophet Isaiah came to him and told him
about the sign of Immanuel (Isaiah 17:14), promising that the Lord will
ultimately save him. Prophet Isaiah also told him to get rid of the for—
eign gods and serve only the Lord. Unfortunately, however, Ahaz went
to Damascus in order to seek the help of Tiglath—Pileser king of Assyr-
ia, instead of trusting the Lord. And after being impressed by the altar
he saw in Damascus, he builds the same altar in the Jerusalem tem-
ple. At the end, Ahaz became the king who sinned more against the
Lord in times of crisis. (2 Chronicles 28:22)

Believing God is not about expecting God to fill us with many posses—
sions in life. Rather, it is about emptying one’s self of everything ex—
cept God and trusting in God and God alone. People without faith live
with a mindset “the more the better” and so they try to accumulate as
much people, money and things as they can. But people of faith, peo—
ple who belong to God, live with an understanding that God is all that
they ever need and serve.
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Israel meets its final end during the reign of king Hoshea.
The people of Israel is forced into exile in Assyria and people
from surrounding nations settle in Samaria.

2 Kings 17:1-12

1 In the twelfth year of Ahaz king of Judah, Hoshea the son
of Elah began to reign in Samaria over Israel, and he reigned
nine years.

2 And he did what was evil in the sight of the LORD, yet not
as the kings of Israel who were before him.

3 Against him came up Shalmaneser king of Assyria. And
Hoshea became his vassal and paid him tribute.

4 But the king of Assyria found treachery in Hoshea, for he
had sent messengers to So, king of Egypt, and offered no
tribute to the king of Assyria, as he had done year by year.
Therefore the king of Assyria shut him up and bound him in
prison.

5 Then the king of Assyria invaded all the land and came to
Samaria, and for three years he besieged it.

6 In the ninth year of Hoshea, the king of Assyria captured
Samaria, and he carried the Israelites away to Assyria and
placed them in Halah, and on the Habor, the river of Gozan,
and in the cities of the Medes.

7 And this occurred because the people of Israel had sinned
against the LORD their God, who had brought them up out
of the land of Egypt from under the hand of Pharaoh king of
Egypt, and had feared other gods

8 and walked in the customs of the nations whom the LORD
drove out before the people of Israel, and in the customs that
the kings of Israel had practiced.

2 And the people of Israel did secretly against the LORD
their God things that were not right. They built for them-
selves high places in all their towns, from watchtower to for-
tified city.

10 They set up for themselves pillars and Asherim on every
high hill and under every green tree,

11 and there they made offerings on all the high places, as the
nations did whom the LORD carried away before them. And
they did wicked things, provoking the LORD to anger,

12 and they served idols, of which the LORD had said to
them, ““You shall not do this.”
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SHoIE2 StEdS HiEts
1 S7E X[RSLIR (17:4)
Who did king Hoshea de-
pend on as he betrayed the
king of Assyria? (17:4)

17:7"0| M= StLES ofm st
SHLEOE HAfSt JAELTIF?
(17:7)

How is God described in 17:7
of our text today? (17:7)
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In time of crisis we seek out people who can help us. Hoshea, the last king
of Israel, was no exception. Hoshea sends envoys to Egypt in order to es—
cape the Assyrian rule and discontinues the tribute he was paying to the
king of Assyria. When the king of Assyria learns about Hoshea's betrayal,
he invades Samaria and conquers Israel. So after nine years of Hoshea's
reign, Israel ceases to exist and the people of Israel are exiled to Assyria.
Prophet Hosea likens the Israel’s act of seeking the help from Egypt to that
of a dove that is “easily deceived and senseless (Hosea 7:11).”

Hoshea and others probably have spent a lot of time and energy seeking to
save Israel. And they probably concluded that fortifying the relationship
with Egypt would give them the best chance of survival. But to God, this
was a foolish decision. Yes, seeking help from those who had previously
enslaved them is a foolish thing to do. But then again, maintaining a rela-
tionship with Assyria would not have been any wiser either.

Likening king Hoshea to a senseless dove is not because he betrayed As-
syria but because he betrayed God by sinning against God. (17:7-9)

People normally think that forging a relationship with someone who can be
beneficial to them is a wise thing to do. But those who see themselves as
God's people must understand that true wisdom is valuing the relationship
with God above all relationships and depending on God's help in life. We
must remember that while people often try to use their power and influ-
ence to control and manipulate other people for their own benefit, God
uses God's mighty power and strength to liberate people from sin and lead
them to a life of true freedom. (John 8:32)
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Hezekiah carries out a spiritual cleansing of Judah from idol
worship. Sennacherib of Assyria attacks Jerusalem and one
of his commanders Rabshakeh insults the people of Judah
demanding their surrender.

2 Kings 18:26-37

26 Then Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, and Shebnah, and Joah, said
to the Rabshakeh, “Please speak to your servants in Aramaic,
for we understand it. Do not speak to us in the language of Ju-
dah within the hearing of the people who are on the wall.”

27 But the Rabshakeh said to them, “Has my master sent me to
speak these words to your master and to you, and not to the men
sitting on the wall, who are doomed with you to eat their own
dung and to drink their own urine?”’

28 Then the Rabshakeh stood and called out in a loud voice in
the language of Judah: “Hear the word of the great king, the
king of Assyria!

29 Thus says the king: ‘Do not let Hezekiah deceive you, for he
will not be able to deliver you out of my hand.

30 Do not let Hezekiah make you trust in the LORD by saying,
The LORD will surely deliver us, and this city will not be given
into the hand of the king of Assyria.’

31 Do not listen to Hezekiah, for thus says the king of Assyria:
‘Make your peace with me and come out to me. Then each one
of you will eat of his own vine, and each one of his own fig tree,
and each one of you will drink the water of his own cistern,
32yuntil I come and take you away to a land like your own land, a
land of grain and wine, a land of bread and vineyards, a land of
olive trees and honey, that you may live, and not die. And do not
listen to Hezekiah when he misleads you by saying, The LORD
will deliver us.

33 Has any of the gods of the nations ever delivered his land out
ofthe hand of the king of Assyria?

34 Where are the gods of Hamath and Arpad? Where are the
gods of Sepharvaim, Hena, and Ivvah? Have they delivered Sa-
maria out of my hand?

35 Who among all the gods of the lands have delivered their
lands out of my hand, that the LORD should deliver Jerusalem
outofmy hand?’”

36 But the people were silent and answered him not a word, for
the king’s command was, “Do not answer him.”

37 Then Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, who was over the house-
hold, and Shebna the secretary, and Joah the son of Asaph, the
recorder, came to Hezekiah with their clothes torn and told him
the words of the Rabshakeh.
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What did Rabshakeh said to
the people of Judah in a loud
voice? (18:28)

A REXOI US ETN
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Why did king Hezekiah’s men
remain silent even after being
insulted by Rabshakeh?
(18:36)
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Be Silent
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It is never easy to just listen to someone insults us. But king Heze—
kiah ordered his men to be silent when their enemy speaks to
them. King Sennacherib of Assyria sent Rabshakeh and other
commanders to Jerusalem. When they came, they told the people
of Judah to surrender to Assyria. Furthermore, they told the people
of Judah not to listen to king Hezekiah's plea to depend on the
Lord. They said that no other gods have saved their people from
the power of Assyria. When king Hezekiah’s men heard this, they
remained silent. It wasn't because Sennacherib’s men were right
or because they had nothing to say. They were silent because king
Hezekiah told them to be silent.

King Hezekiah did not respond to the criticisms or attack from other
people but brought them to the Lord. He did this because he be—
lieved that the Lord, though He may seem silent at times, listens to
every word that people say and pays back people accordingly. The
words that fuel quarrels are not beneficial. While Satan tells us to
be enraged and seek conflict, wisdom teaches us that calming the
quarrel is the way of wisdom. (Proverbs 15:18) Much of the world
around is very much immersed in controversies and quarreling, al-
ways eager to make one’s argument, but not as much in seeking
calm. In times like this, we need to learn to be still and give God
room to speak to us, willing to listen to what God has to say to us.
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Amid Assyrian threats, Hezekiah seeks the prayer of the
prophet Isaiah. Hezekiah prays to God after receiving a
threatening letter from King Sennacherib of Assyria. After
God strikes the Assyrian army, the army withdraws, and
Sennacherib is murdered.

2 Kings 19:1-4, 29-35

1 As soon as King Hezekiah heard it, he tore his clothes and
covered himself with sackcloth and went into the house of
the LORD.

2 And he sent Eliakim, who was over the household, and
Shebna the secretary, and the senior priests, covered with
sackcloth, to the prophet Isaiah the son of Amoz.

3 They said to him, “Thus says Hezekiah, This day is a day
of distress, of rebuke, and of disgrace; children have come to
the point of birth, and there is no strength to bring them forth.

41t may be that the LORD your God heard all the words of
the Rabshakeh, whom his master the king of Assyria has
sent to mock the living God, and will rebuke the words that
the LORD your God has heard; therefore lift up your prayer
for the remnant that is left.”

29 “And this shall be the sign for you: this year eat what
grows of itself, and in the second year what springs of the
same. Then in the third year sow and reap and plant vine-
yards, and eat their fruit.

30 And the surviving remnant of the house of Judah shall
again take root downward and bear fruit upward.

31For out of Jerusalem shall go a remnant, and out of Mount
Zionaband of survivors. The zeal of the LORD will do this.

32 “Therefore thus says the LORD concerning the king
of Assyria: He shall not come into this city or shoot an ar-
row there, or come before it with a shield or cast up a siege
mound against it.

33 By the way that he came, by the same he shall return, and
he shall not come into this city, declares the LORD.

34 For I will defend this city to save it, for my own sake and
for the sake of my servant David.”

35 And that night the angel of the LORD went out and struck
down 185,000 in the camp of the Assyrians. And when peo-
ple arose early in the morning, behold, these were all dead
bodies.
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When King Hezekiah sends
his servants to the prophet
Isaiah, what kind of day is he
saying that day will be? (19:3)
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God promises the salvation
of Judah. With whom will
this work be done? (19:31)
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Delivering a baby is to give birth to life, and it involves superhuman
strength and pain. The reason why a mother cannot give up even
though it is difficult and painful is because someone’s life is at
stake. However, the situation in southern Judah seems to be de—
teriorating because it is like a woman who has no strength to deliv—
er the baby. (19:3)

Assyria attacked, but Jerusalem was on the verge of being de-
stroyed because it was unable to cope with it. Hezekiah knew well
that he had no strength to deliver the baby himself. However, he
does not give up and seeks Jehovah, the greatest strength of Is—
rael.

God promises the king that Assyria will not destroy Jerusalem and
sends His messengers overnight to strike the 185,000 soldier of
Assyrian army and slaughter them. Sometimes it is beneficial to
experience the power of God when you have no strength. Even if
Hezekiah had power, he would not have the power enough to
strike 185,000 soldiers overnight. Unfortunately, those who con—
sider themselves to have strength may not experience the power
of God.
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Hezekiah, doomed to death, prolongs his life by praying to
God. Hezekiah reveals the wealth and military power of Ju—
dah to envoys from Babylon. After Hezekiah dies, his son
Manasseh succeeds him to the throne.

2 Kings 20:1-11

11In those days Hezekiah became sick and was at the point of
death. And Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz came to him
and said to him, “Thus says the LORD, ‘Set your house in
order, for you shall die; you shall not recover.””

2Then Hezekiah turned his face to the wall and prayed to the
LORD, saying,

3 “Now, O LORD, please remember how I have walked be-
fore you in faithfulness and with a whole heart, and have do-
ne what is good in your sight.” And Hezekiah wept bitterly.

4 And before Isaiah had gone out of the middle court, the
word of the LORD came to him:

5 “Turn back, and say to Hezekiah the leader of my people,
Thus says the LORD, the God of David your father: [ have
heard your prayer; I have seen your tears. Behold, I will he-
al you. On the third day you shall go up to the house of the
LORD,

6 and I will add fifteen years to your life. I will deliver you
and this city out of the hand of the king of Assyria, and [ will
defend this city for my own sake and for my servant David’s
sake.”

7 And Isaiah said, “Bring a cake of figs. And let them take
and lay it on the boil, that he may recover.”

8 And Hezekiah said to Isaiah, “What shall be the sign that
the LORD will heal me, and that I shall go up to the house of
the LORD on the third day?”

9 And Isaiah said, “This shall be the sign to you from the
LORD, that the LORD will do the thing that he has prom-
ised: shall the shadow go forward ten steps, or go back ten
steps?”’

10 And Hezekiah answered, “It is an easy thing for the shad-
ow to lengthen ten steps. Rather let the shadow go back ten
steps.”

11 And Isaiah the prophet called to the LORD, and he

brought the shadow back ten steps, by which it had gone
down on the steps of Ahaz.
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When Hezekiah prayed for
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There is nothing more dramatic than recovering from a deadly dis—
ease. King Hezekiah fell ill at the young age of 39, and the prophet
|saiah declares it a mortal disease. So Hezekiah prays earnestly to
God. He weeps and prays, asking God to remember the good he
has done with all his heart. God declared death to him, but He sees
tears in his prayers, and prolongs his life for another 15 years.

But when God healed Hezekiah from a mortal illness, he set a time
period of 15 years. Hezekiah’s extension of life is intertwined with
that of Judah. Judah did not perish during Hezekiah, but it will be
destroyed by their sins at God's appointed time. When Hezekiah
prays to God for life, he asks to remember the good things he has
done. But what God saw was his prayers and tears. And when God
extended his life, He would have wanted Hezekiah to do the good
he had done for the remainder of his life.

We may be all living in the time of miracles. We think it is a miracle
that Hezekiah lived an extended life of 15 years, but God is working
a miracle by extending our lives day by day. We must strive to be
remembered as good in the sight of God in this miraculous time.
(20:3)
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Manasseh became king and worshiped foreign idols. When
his son Amon became king, he also maintained the way of
his father and walked wickedly in the sight of the Lord.

2 Kings 21:1-13

1 Manasseh was twelve years old when he began to reign, and he
reigned fifty-five years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Hep-
hzibah.

2 And he did what was evil in the sight of the LORD, according to
the despicable practices of the nations whom the LORD drove out
before the people of Israel.

3 For he rebuilt the high places that Hezekiah his father had de-
stroyed, and he erected altars for Baal and made an Asherah, as
Ahab king of Israel had done, and worshiped all the host of heaven
and served them.

4 And he built altars in the house of the LORD, of which the LORD
had said, “In Jerusalem will I put my name.”

5 And he built altars for all the host of heaven in the two courts of
the house of the LORD.

6 And he burned his son as an offering and used fortune-telling and
omens and dealt with mediums and with necromancers. He did
much evil in the sight of the LORD, provoking him to anger.

7 And the carved image of Asherah that he had made he set in the
house of which the LORD said to David and to Solomon his son,
“In this house, and in Jerusalem, which I have chosen out of all the
tribes of Israel, I will put my name forever.

8 And I will not cause the feet of Israel to wander anymore out of
the land that I gave to their fathers, if only they will be careful to do
according to all that  have commanded them, and according to all
the Law that my servant Moses commanded them.”

9 But they did not listen, and Manasseh led them astray to do more
evil than the nations had done whom the LORD destroyed before
the people of Israel.

10 And the LORD said by his servants the prophets,

11 “Because Manasseh king of Judah has committed these abomi-
nations and has done things more evil than all that the Amorites did,
who were before him, and has made Judah also to sin with his idols,
12 therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: Behold, I am
bringing upon Jerusalem and Judah such disaster that the ears of
everyone who hears of it will tingle.

13 And I will stretch over Jerusalem the measuring line of Samaria,
and the plumb line of the house of Ahab, and I will wipe Jerusalem
as one wipes a dish, wiping it and turning it upside down.
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In what way was Manasseh
a wicked king in Jehovah's
eyes? (21:2-11)
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How do you think your life
fits into God'’s standards?
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After building construction is completed, it undergoes an inspection. If
it is built in accordance with the building standards, it will pass the in—
spection. But if it isn't, it must be renovated to meet the standards.
Northern Israel was destroyed not because Assyria was strong, but
because it did not meet God’s standards. Now, however, God says
that He will examine Jerusalem with a measuring line that measured
northern Israel (Samaria) and the plumb line that was used against
Ahab’s house.

The standards of God offered to Judah (Jerusalem) revealed their in-
justice. In particular, Manasseh was infinitely short of God’s standards.
Moreover, the sins of King Manasseh and his people were more seri-
ous than those of the Gentiles. (21:2, 9) God said He will wipe Jerusa-
lem like “a man wipes a dish, wiping it, and turning it upside down.”
(21:13) Now, Judah, like the Canaanite natives and northern Israel,
who were expelled from the land of Canaan, is left to be destroyed and
driven out.

From worldly standards, Manasseh and Jerusalem seemed to have no
problem. This is because all people, including the Gentiles, worshiped
idols and lived by doing evil. However, the standard that God's people
should use comes from God. God wants to destroy and drive out of
the land those who do not meet His standards. The believers must al-
ways check whether the standards that they have are the same as
those of God. And before God measures us according to His standards,
we will have to search and match ourselves to God's standards.
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After Josiah became king, he discovered the Book of the law
while repairing the temple. Through the book of the law, he
realizes that Judah is in the midst of God’s curse, thus he
mourns and repents.

2 Kings 22:3-13

3 In the eighteenth year of King Josiah, the king sent
Shaphan the son of Azaliah, son of Meshullam, the secre-
tary, to the house of the LORD, saying,

4 “Go up to Hilkiah the high priest, that he may count the
money that has been brought into the house of the LORD,
which the keepers of the threshold have collected from the
people.

5 And let it be given into the hand of the workmen who have
the oversight of the house of the LORD, and let them give it
to the workmen who are at the house of the LORD, repairing
the house

6 (that is, to the carpenters, and to the builders, and to the
masons), and let them use it for buying timber and quarried
stone to repair the house.

7 But no accounting shall be asked from them for the money
that is delivered into their hand, for they deal honestly.”

8 And Hilkiah the high priest said to Shaphan the secretary, “I
have found the Book of the Law in the house of the LORD.”
And Hilkiah gave the book to Shaphan, and he read it.

2 And Shaphan the secretary came to the king, and reported
to the king, ““Your servants have emptied out the money that
was found in the house and have delivered it into the hand
of the workmen who have the oversight of the house of the
LORD.”

10 Then Shaphan the secretary told the king, “Hilkiah the
priest has given me a book.” And Shaphan read it before the
king.

11 When the king heard the words of the Book of the Law, he
tore his clothes.

12 And the king commanded Hilkiah the priest, and Ahikam
the son of Shaphan, and Achbor the son of Micaiah, and
Shaphan the secretary, and Asaiah the king’s servant, saying,
13 “Qo, inquire of the LORD for me, and for the people, and
for all Judah, concerning the words of this book that has
been found. For great is the wrath of the LORD that is kin-
dled against us, because our fathers have not obeyed the
words of this book, to do according to all that is written con-
cerningus.”
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How did King Josiah react
when he heard the contents
of the Book of the Law?
(22:11)
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How do you usually respond
to God’s Word?
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King Josiah's reform begins with the discovery of the Book of the
Law, while repairing the temple. Josiah realizes that the iniquity
and destruction written in the book of the law is taking place now.
He tears his clothes and mourns. Although the fall of Judah in the
South has become an unchangeable fact, Josiah reforms the coun—
try according to the Book of the Law.

It is a precious grace that the Word of God is given to people.
However, not everyone receives God's Word by grace. Josiah’s
second son Jehoiakim received the Word of God with displeasure.
As he listens to the scroll that Jeremiah’s words of prophecy are
written on, he cut it with a sword and burned it in the fireplace.
Reformation of faith does not occur just because God's word is
given. Like Josiah, when you receive God's Word with fear and put
it into practice, spiritual restoration will be achieved.

After Josiah found the book and heard it, he tore his clothes and
mourned. When God’s words were pronounced, God saw Josiah
humbly tearing his clothes and wailing. (22:19) Jesus describes his
time as “We played the pipe for you, and you did not dance; we
sang a dirge, and you did not mourn.” (Matthew 11:17) We should
hold the Word of God with the heart of Josiah who mourned his
people’s disobedience and embraced the Word.
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Josiah carries out spiritual reforms based on the Book of the
Law. He renews his covenant with God and eradicates idol-
atry. Josiah dies in the war at Megiddo. Jehoahaz and Je-
hoiakim, who succeeded Josiah, rule the kingdom wickedly
in the sight of God.

2 Kings 23:15-25

15 Moreover, the altar at Bethel, the high place erected by Je-
roboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin, that altar with the
high place he pulled down and burned, reducing it to dust. He also
burned the Asherah.

16 And as Josiah turned, he saw the tombs there on the mount. And
he sent and took the bones out of the tombs and burned them on the
altar and defiled it, according to the word of the LORD that the man
of God proclaimed, who had predicted these things.

17 Then he said, “What is that monument that I see?”” And the men
of the city told him, “It is the tomb of the man of God who came
from Judah and predicted these things that you have done against
the altar at Bethel.”

18 And he said, “Let him be; let no man move his bones.” So they let
his bones alone, with the bones of the prophet who came out of Sa-
maria.

19 And Josiah removed all the shrines also of the high places that
were in the cities of Samaria, which kings of Israel had made, pro-
voking the LORD to anger. He did to them according to all that he
had done at Bethel

20 And he sacrificed all the priests of the high places who were
there, on the altars, and burned human bones on them. Then he re-
turned to Jerusalem.

21 And the king commanded all the people, “Keep the Passover to
the LORD your God, as it is written in this Book of the Covenant.

22 For no such Passover had been kept since the days of the judges
who judged Israel, or during all the days of the kings of Israel or of
the kings of Judah.

23 But in the eighteenth year of King Josiah this Passover was kept
tothe LORD in Jerusalem.

24 Moreover, Josiah put away the mediums and the necromancers
and the household gods and the idols and all the abominations that
were seen in the land of Judah and in Jerusalem, that he might es-
tablish the words of the law that were written in the book that Hilki-
ah the priest found in the house of the LORD.

25 Before him there was no king like him, who turned to the LORD
with all his heart and with all his soul and with all his might, accord-
ing to all the Law of Moses, nor did any like him arise after him.
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Josiah demolished the altar
and high places in Bethel.
Who built these? (23:15)
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How did Josiah follow all the
Mosaic laws? (23:25)
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King Josiah clearly knew, through the prophet Hulda, that the curse
recorded in the Book of the Law would come upon Judah. He was
also told that the destruction would not happen in his own time.
From Josiah's point of view, it was not his own liability that the
curse recorded in the Book of the Law came upon Judah. Howev-
er, Josiah carried out reforms to restore the Word. He removes
numerous idols and shrines made by his father Manasseh.

Josiah not only reforms Judah, but also reforms Bethel and north-
ern Israel. This is not a coincidence. More than 300 years ago, Je—
roboam, the first king of northern Israel, burned incense at the altar
of Bethel. Then a prophecy was declared and it is now realized by
Josiah. (1 Kings 13:1-3) Josiah destroys the altar and high places
at Bethel in the perished northern Israel and burns the Asherah
pole. There is no king before or after Josiah, who turned to Jehovah
with all his heart, with all his will, and with all his might. (23:25)
Josiah’s zeal was not driven by anyone, nor did he seek to reverse
the impending destruction of Judah. It was just to live faithfully to
God's Word. That was what God wanted of Josiah 300 years ago.
Even if our actions may have no effect on our surroundings and no
influence in the future, God wants us to live with our utmost obe—
dience to God's Word today.
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During Jehoiakim’s reign, Judah was invaded by Babylon.
Jehoiachin, established as king by Babylon, did evil in the
sight of the Lord. Jerusalem is captured and the people are
taken captive to Babylon.

2 Kings 24:1-13

1 In his days, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came up, and Je-
hoiakim became his servant three years. Then he turned and re-
belled against him.

2 And the LORD sent against him bands of the Chaldeans and
bands of the Syrians and bands of the Moabites and bands of the
Ammonites, and sent them against Judah to destroy it, according to
the word of the LORD that he spoke by his servants the prophets.

3 Surely this came upon Judah at the command of the LORD, to re-
move them out of his sight, for the sins of Manasseh, according to
all that he had done,

“4and also for the innocent blood that he had shed. For he filled Jeru-
salem with innocent blood, and the LORD would not pardon.
5Now the rest of the deeds of Jehoiakim and all that he did, are they
not written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Judah?

6 So Jehoiakim slept with his fathers, and Jehoiachin his son
reigned in his place.

7 And the king of Egypt did not come again out of his land, for the
king of Babylon had taken all that belonged to the king of Egypt
from the Brook of Egypt to the river Euphrates.

8 Jehoiachin was eighteen years old when he became king, and he
reigned three months in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Nehu-
shta the daughter of Elnathan of Jerusalem.

9 And he did what was evil in the sight of the LORD, according to
all that his father had done.

10 At that time the servants of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon
came up to Jerusalem, and the city was besieged.

11 And Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to the city while his
servants were besieging it,

12 and Jehoiachin the king of Judah gave himself up to the king of
Babylon, himself and his mother and his servants and his officials
and his palace officials. The king of Babylon took him prisoner in
the eighth year of his reign

13 and carried off all the treasures of the house of the LORD and
the treasures of the king’s house, and cut in pieces all the vessels of
gold in the temple of the LORD, which Solomon king of Israel had
made, as the LORD had foretold.
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In the days of Jehoiakim,
whose sin caused God to
punish Judah? (24:3)

’t% —?—-ﬁ- oA ojmst B=
o| FHS O|X|T USLTN?
How will your faith influence

your descendants?
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There is a saying that “nature is not inherited from our ancestors, but is
borrowed from our descendants.” Nature is not the only thing that should
be preserved and returned to our descendants. The heritage of steadfast
faith must be passed on as a legacy. However, the ancestors of Judah
passed the wickedness and the wrath of God to their descendants. “The
Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love”
(Psalm 103:8), but when society has gone out of control with sin, He is the
One who judges with justice. Through the destruction of Judah, we see
God's anger. But at the same time, we must also see how patiently God
has been and how he has shown His favor.

Judah’s destruction was due to the evils that had already accumulated
from the ancestral kings, but it was also the result of the sins and corrupt
politics of the late kings of Judah. God says one of the reasons the Babylo-
nian king struck Jerusalem in Jehoiakim's day was due to all the sins of
Manasseh. (24:3-4) Josiah’s reform and conversion could not stop the
wave of evil flowing through Judah. The altars that Josiah destroyed during
his reformation were those made by Ahaz, Manasseh, and Solomon.
(23:12-13) The evils of their kings were passed to the descendants without
being resolved. The descendants also added more sin, and they finally
were destroyed.

We have numerous witnesses who first walked the path of faith. (Hebrews
12:1) They are the ancestors of faith touched by the Lord Jesus, and their
faith is now saving us. As ancestors of faith, we must not pass on God's
wrath to our descendants, but an inheritance that can prepare them to re-
ceive God's blessing. Today we may be living in advance for the future of
our descendants.
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During the reign of King Zedekiah, Babylon invaded and cap—
tured Jerusalem. Jerusalem and the temple were destroyed,
and the people were taken to Babylon. Gedaliah, established
by Babylon as governor of Judah, was assassinated. King
Jehoiachin of Judah was released from prison.

2 Kings 25:8-17

8 In the fifth month, on the seventh day of the month--that
was the nineteenth year of King Nebuchadnezzar, king of
Babylon--Nebuzaradan, the captain of the bodyguard, a ser-
vant of the king of Babylon, came to Jerusalem.

2 And he burned the house of the LORD and the king’s house
and all the houses of Jerusalem; every great house he burned
down.

10 And all the army of the Chaldeans, who were with the cap-
tain of the guard, broke down the walls around Jerusalem.

11 And the rest of the people who were left in the city and the
deserters who had deserted to the king of Babylon, togeth-
er with the rest of the multitude, Nebuzaradan the captain of
the guard carried into exile.

12 But the captain of the guard left some of the poorest of the
land to be vinedressers and plowmen.

13 And the pillars of bronze that were in the house of the
LORD, and the stands and the bronze sea that were in the
house of the LORD, the Chaldeans broke in pieces and car-
ried the bronze to Babylon.

14 And they took away the pots and the shovels and the
snuffers and the dishes for incense and all the vessels of
bronze used in the temple service,

15 the fire pans also and the bowls. What was of gold the cap-
tain of the guard took away as gold, and what was of silver,
assilver.

16 As for the two pillars, the one sea, and the stands that Sol-
omon had made for the house of the LORD, the bronze of all
these vessels was beyond weight.

17 The height of the one pillar was eighteen cubits, and on it
was a capital of bronze. The height of the capital was three
cubits. A latticework and pomegranates, all of bronze, were
all around the capital. And the second pillar had the same,
with the latticework.
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What kind of people were
left in Jerusalem by the cap-
tain of the guard of Babylon?
(25:12)
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What are the names of the
two bronze pillars in front of
the temple that were taken

to Babylon? (1 Kings 7:21)
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Zedekiah was established as king of Judah by the king of Babylon,
but he betrayed the king of Babylon and relied on Egypt. So the
Babylonian king encamped in Jerusalem with all the troops to at-
tack Jerusalem and built siege ramps. Jerusalem was besieged by
Babylon, and King Zedekiah became more anxious as he watched
the siege ramps rising from day to day. God also hastened the de—
struction of Judah. Because of the famine, food ran out and the in—
habitants of Jerusalem could no longer withstand it.

Eventually, the city of Jerusalem was captured. The temple of Je—
hovah was burned, and the relics in the temple were plundered.
The marauders took everything from the temple made of gold, sil-
ver, and bronze. The two bronze pillars in front of the temple were
destroyed and moved to Babylon. The temple items taken by the
Babylonians were consecrated to be used by God. However, for
the predators, the temple’s relics were not holy, but were lumps of
gold, silver, and bronze that satisfied their physical greed. Judah,
the people of God, could not keep the holiness of God because
they did not live holy.

When the holy life of a believer falls apart, he cannot preserve the
holiness and dignity of God. The fall of God’s people undermines
the dignity of a holy God. Therefore, the holy life of the saints be—
comes a light that illuminates the world of God’s holiness and dig—

nity.
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Habakkuk complains to God who is silent on Judah’s injustice
and wrongdoing. In response, God says that he will mobilize
the Chaldeans to punish the evils of Judah.

Habakkuk 1:1-11

1The oracle that Habakkuk the prophet saw.

20 LORD, how long shall I cry for help, and you will not
hear? Or cry to you “Violence!” and you will not save?

3 Why do you make me see iniquity, and why do you id-
ly look at wrong? Destruction and violence are before me;
strife and contention arise.

4 So the law is paralyzed, and justice never goes forth. For
the wicked surround the righteous; so justice goes forth per-
verted.

5“Look among the nations, and see; wonder and be astound-
ed. For I am doing a work in your days that you would not
believe iftold.

6 For behold, I am raising up the Chaldeans, that bitter and
hasty nation, who march through the breadth of the earth, to
seize dwellings not their own.

7 They are dreaded and fearsome; their justice and dignity go
forth from themselves.

8 Their horses are swifter than leopards, more fierce than
the evening wolves; their horsemen press proudly on. Their
horsemen come from afar; they fly like an eagle swift to de-
vour.

2 They all come for violence, all their faces forward. They
gather captives like sand.

10 Atkings they scoff, and at rulers they laugh. They laugh at
every fortress, for they pile up earth and take it.

11 Then they sweep by like the wind and go on, guilty men,
whose own might is their god!”
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sfur=o| Hi2te HRrtol By
2 oS L7IR (1:4)

How did Habakkuk describe
Judah? (1:4)

SILYEHIM ZH[ok =2t =
2hHe U2 FAALTIR

(1:5, 9-11)

What is the surprising thing
that God prepared?
(1:5,9-11)
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The evil things that happen in this world make people lament. The
prophet Habakkuk also sighed while seeing the sinful reality preva—
lent in southern Judah. But it was God who embarrassed Habakkuk
even more. In the prophet’s opinion, God was the One who did not
hear the people’s cry in the shameful reality and did not try to save
them. To him, God seemed to be indifferent and unrighteous, do-
ing nothing about evil.

Then God answers the prophet. He says that he is preparing
something astounding and surprising. (1: 5) God promises to raise
up fierce and impatient people, the Chaldeans, to punish Judah.
God knew more about the reality of Judah than Habakkuk, and he
mobilized even the Chaldeans to handle the affairs of Judah. It is
God who moves the whole world to deal with the sins of Judah.
Even in Noah's day, God didn't just let go of the sins that prevailed
on the earth, but flooded the whole world with water and surprised
people. (Genesis 7:23) God is never silent about evil. And he also is
not silent about the evil in us. He sees and hears our sins. So, we
have to examine and deal with our sins ourselves so that God does
not prepare unbelievable things to deal with our sins.
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When Habakkuk says that God’s punishment for Judah
through evil Babylon is unjust, God says that Babylon will
also be judged.

Habakkuk 2:1-10

11 will take my stand at my watchpost and station myself
on the tower, and look out to see what he will say to me, and
what I will answer concerning my complaint.

2 And the LORD answered me:”Write the vision; make it
plain on tablets, so he may run who reads it.

3 For still the vision awaits its appointed time; it hastens to
the end--it will not lie. If it seems slow, wait for it; it will
surely come; it will not delay.

4“Behold, his soul is puffed up; it is not upright within him,
but the righteous shall live by his faith.

5 “Moreover, wine is a traitor, an arrogant man who is never
at rest. His greed is as wide as Sheol; like death he has never
enough. He gathers for himself all nations and collects as his
own all peoples.”

6 Shall not all these take up their taunt against him, with
scoffing and riddles for him, and say, “Woe to him who
heaps up what is not his own-- for how long?-- and loads
himselfwith pledges!”

7 Will not your debtors suddenly arise, and those awake who
will make you tremble? Then you will be spoil for them.

8 Because you have plundered many nations, all the remnant
of the peoples shall plunder you, for the blood of man and vi-
olence to the earth, to cities and all who dwell in them.

2 “Woe to him who gets evil gain for his house, to set his nest
on high, to be safe from the reach of harm!

10You have devised shame for your house by cutting off ma-
ny peoples; you have forfeited your life.
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SiLtEE Qo2 FNCE AMrt
1 SHEIELTIR (2:4)

What did God say that the
righteous live by? (2:4)

E2 UES o A= OE 2
tol| XA ELI7R (2:10)

What will be the conse-
quences for those who de—

stroy many nations? (2:10)
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God mobilized the Chaldeans to punish the sins of Judah. Habak—
kuk turns to God, “Will you wink at their treachery? Should you be
silent while the wicked swallow up people more righteous than
they?” Habakkuk reveals his discomfort. (1:13) God responds. It is
said that Babylon, who committed violence against Judah, will also
be destroyed by their pride and evil deeds. Habakkuk is more dis—
satisfied with the answer. He cannot understand the God who
punishes Judah by those who are even more unrighteous.

So God speaks to Habakkuk, “For the revelation awaits an appoint-
ed time; it speaks of the end and will not prove false. Though it lin—
ger, wait for it; it will certainly come and will not delay.” (2:3) And
“the righteous will live by faith.” God’s Word must come true when
God has appointed it. The righteous are those who trust and await
the faithfulness of God, even though the appointed times are de—
layed.
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Habakkuk, who questioned God’s unfairness in dealing with
Judah, listens to God’s answer and ends the prophecy by
praising God with prayer.

Habakkuk 3:1-12

1 A prayer of Habakkuk the prophet, according to Shigion-
oth.

20 LORD, I have heard the report of you, and your work,
O LORD, do I fear. In the midst of the years revive it; in the
midst of the years make it known; in wrath remember mercy.

3 God came from Teman, and the Holy One from Mount
Paran. His splendor covered the heavens, and the earth was
full ofhis praise. Selah

4 His brightness was like the light; rays flashed from his
hand; and there he veiled his power.

5 Before him went pestilence, and plague followed at his
heels.

6 He stood and measured the earth; he looked and shook the
nations; then the eternal mountains were scattered; the ever-
lasting hills sank low. His were the everlasting ways.

7 I saw the tents of Cushan in affliction; the curtains of the
land of Midian did tremble.

8 Was your wrath against the rivers, O LORD? Was your an-
ger against the rivers, or your indignation against the sea,
when you rode on your horses, on your chariot of salvation?

2 You stripped the sheath from your bow, calling for many
arrows. Selah You split the earth with rivers.

10 The mountains saw you and writhed; the raging waters
swept on; the deep gave forth its voice; it lifted its hands on
high.

11 The sun and moon stood still in their place at the light of
your arrows as they sped, at the flash of your glittering spear.

12 You marched through the earth in fury; you threshed the
nations in anger.
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ofet= MX[Xt= SHLEEHAM 2
o= B0l FN2 DX &
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(3:2)

What does Habakkuk want
God to remember even when
He is angry? (3:2)

SRS 0|AZIAS THBHA
= SlL'ES O 2O = BAISH
1 AELIIR (3:8)

How does Habakkuk de-
scribe the God who saves
Israel? (3:8)
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The book of Habakkuk, which began with the prophet Habakkuk's
complaint against God, ends with Habakkuk’s prayer that he is sat—
isfied with the God of salvation. Through dialogue with God, Ha—
bakkuk realizes that God wants to destroy the enemy and restore
Israel through justice. Habakkuk, who has had a disgruntled attitude
toward God, knows the will of God and prays for the quick fulfill-
ment of what the Lord has planned. And, when that happens, he
prays not to forget mercy even if God is angry. Habakkuk knows
well that without God’s mercy, he cannot safely pass through the
times of wrath.

It is God's mercy that brings hope for those who pass through the
time of God's fiery wrath. It is also God’'s mercy to save those who
deserve to be destroyed due to iniquity. When Habakkuk did not
understand God properly, he harbored resentment and disappoint-
ment, but after meeting God, his despair turned into hope and his
discontent turned into praise.

Even in the midst of wrath, God's mercy to save sinners was re-
vealed to the believers through the cross of Christ. For this reason,
we should be able to rejoice through the God of salvation even if
we lose everything like Habakkuk.
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The prophet Zephaniah foretold that God would destroy not
only the people of Judah, but also everything on earth be-
cause of Judah’s sin.

Zephaniah 1:7-16

7 Bessilent before the Lord GOD! For the day of the LORD is
near; the LORD has prepared a sacrifice and consecrated his

guests.

8 And on the day of the LORD’s sacrifice-- “I will punish the
officials and the king’s sons and all who array themselves in
foreign attire.

2 On that day I will punish everyone who leaps over the
threshold, and those who fill their master’s house with vio-
lence and fraud.

10 “On that day,” declares the LORD, “a cry will be heard
from the Fish Gate, a wail from the Second Quarter, a loud
crash from the hills.

11 Wail, O inhabitants of the Mortar! For all the traders are
no more; all who weigh out silver are cut off.

12 At that time [ will search Jerusalem with lamps, and [ will
punish the men who are complacent, those who say in their
hearts, “The LORD will not do good, nor will he do ill.”

13 Their goods shall be plundered, and their houses laid
waste. Though they build houses, they shall not inhabit
them; though they plant vineyards, they shall not drink wine
from them.”

14 The great day of the LORD is near, near and hastening
fast; the sound of the day of the LORD is bitter; the mighty
man cries aloud there.

15 A day of wrath is that day, a day of distress and anguish, a
day of ruin and devastation, a day of darkness and gloom, a
day of clouds and thick darkness,

16 a day of trumpet blast and battle cry against the fortified
cities and against the lofty battlements.
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Since the day of the Lord is
near, what did the prophet
Zephaniah tell us to do for
the Lord? (1:7)

SiLIEA S22 £2 3ot
Sf= At= O SR
(1:12)

What kind of people are God
seeking with a lamp to pun—
ish? (1:12)
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The debris at the bottom of the mind
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Zephaniah begins with God’s word that He will sweep away every—
thing from the face of the earth. (1:2) God’s targets include not only
humans, but also beasts of the earth, the sea, and the air due to
the sins of men. In the midst of that destruction, there are those
whom God wants to seek with a lamp to punish them. They are
like wine left on its dregs in Jerusalem and are the ones who chat-
ter alone. They say “The Lord will do nothing, either good or bad”.
(1:12) Such people deny the existence of God. They view God as a
powerless being who could not even bless or curse.

The people of Judah said they believed in God with their lips, but
with their hearts they were people who left God and denied His
existence. Not only atheists, but those who pretend to believe in
God but think and act as though there is no God are impure people
whose debris sank in their hearts. God takes these people seriously
enough to search for them with a lamp. Before God finds our de—
bris, we have to check whether there is any debris in our hearts
that thinks and acts as if there is no God.
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The prophet calls for the repentance of sins before the day
of Jehovah’s wrath comes. Subsequently, the destruction of
the Philistines, Moab, Ammon, Cush, and Assyria is foretold.

Zephaniah 2:1-10

1 Gather together, yes, gather, O shameless nation,

2before the decree takes effect --before the day passes away
like chaff-- before there comes upon you the burning anger
of the LORD, before there comes upon you the day of the
anger of the LORD.

3 Seek the LORD, all you humble of the land, who do his just
commands; seek righteousness; seek humility; perhaps you
may be hidden on the day of the anger of the LORD.

4 For Gaza shall be deserted, and Ashkelon shall become a
desolation; Ashdod’s people shall be driven out at noon, and
Ekron shall be uprooted.

5 Woe to you inhabitants of the seacoast, you nation of the
Cherethites! The word of the LORD is against you, O Ca-
naan, land of the Philistines; and I will destroy you until no
inhabitant is left.

6 And you, O seacoast, shall be pastures, with meadows for
shepherds and folds for flocks.

7 The seacoast shall become the possession of the remnant
of the house of Judah, on which they shall graze, and in the
houses of Ashkelon they shall lie down at evening. For the
LORD their God will be mindful of them and restore their
fortunes.

8 “I have heard the taunts of Moab and the revilings of the
Ammonites, how they have taunted my people and made
boasts against their territory.

9 Therefore, as I live,” declares the LORD of hosts, the God
of Israel, “Moab shall become like Sodom, and the Ammo-
nites like Gomorrah, a land possessed by nettles and salt
pits, and a waste forever. The remnant of my people shall
plunder them, and the survivors of my nation shall possess
them.”

10 This shall be their lot in return for their pride, because
they taunted and boasted against the people of the LORD of
hosts.

O A
As £02

SILEHM= OfH 0|52 0=
Q| 2o Ho| A F7|1E &
SHALITIR (2:3)

Whom does God want to
shelter on the day of Jeho—
vah’s wrath? (2:3)

SILIEHAM = Aast XS04
TS 301 sty shLr
(2:3)

What does God ask the
humble to seek and pursue?
2:3)
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No one can escape the day of God’s wrath. The safe path is possi-
ble only when God gives it. The day of God's wrath has already
been set for Judah. On that day, the environment and people will
be destroyed. But God tells them to gather before the day of Jeho—
vah's wrath comes. God calls and hides all the humble people in
the world who keep Jehovah's ordinances. He also tells us to seek
Jehovah and pursue justice and humility.

Those whom God shelters are humble, and those who are humble
are those who keep Jehovah's ordinances. Then, on the day of Je—
hovah’s wrath, “perhaps” they will be sheltered. God reveals that
the protection of the humble in the day of tribulation is not based
on their actions, but is subject to God’s sovereignty and mercy.
Jesus spoke of the day of tribulation at the end of the world. “If the
Lord had not cut short those days, no one would survive. But for
the sake of the elect, whom he has chosen, he has shortened
them.” (Mark 13:20) It is not through his own righteousness that a
sinner can be saved, but entirely through God’s mercy and grace.
Our merciful God chooses the humble one who keeps His law and
wants to protect them from tribulation. We will be sheltered by
God in humility during times of great tribulation.
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Zephaniah, who foretold the destruction of Jerusalem, pre-
dicts the restoration of Israel and the salvation of the nations.
He shows how much God loves His people through this, and
comforts the people in the tribulation.

Zephaniah 3:8-17

8 “Therefore wait for me,” declares the LORD, “for the day
when I rise up to seize the prey. For my decision is to gath-
er nations, to assemble kingdoms, to pour out upon them my
indignation, all my burning anger; for in the fire of my jeal-
ousy all the earth shall be consumed.

2 “For at that time I will change the speech of the peoples to
a pure speech, that all of them may call upon the name of the
LORD and serve him with one accord.

10 From beyond the rivers of Cush my worshipers, the
daughter of my dispersed ones, shall bring my offering.

11“On that day you shall not be put to shame because of the
deeds by which you have rebelled against me; for then I will
remove from your midst your proudly exultant ones, and
you shall no longer be haughty in my holy mountain.

12 But I will leave in your midst a people humble and lowly.
They shall seek refuge in the name of the LORD,

13 those who are left in Israel; they shall do no injustice and
speak no lies, nor shall there be found in their mouth a de-
ceitful tongue. For they shall graze and lie down, and none
shall make them afraid.”

14 Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice
and exult with all your heart, O daughter of Jerusalem!

15 The LORD has taken away the judgments against you;
he has cleared away your enemies. The King of Israel, the
LORD, is in your midst; you shall never again fear evil.

16 On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: “Fear not, O Zi-
on; letnot your hands grow weak.

17 The LORD your God is in your midst, a mighty one who
will save; he will rejoice over you with gladness; he will qui-
etyou by his love; he will exult over you with loud singing.
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Whose name will be called
by the people whose lips are
cleansed to serve God? (3:9)

AHLF MX[Xh= O] A2t i
S0| SHL{EMA oSt =7t =
Z30[2t2 SHL7R? (3:17)

What kind of people does
the prophet Zephaniah say
the Israelites will be to God?
3:17)
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Sanctification through tribulation
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God has not appointed the Day of the Lord in Judah to destroy
them, but to change them. Through the day of adversity, God
cleanses the lips of many peoples so that they all call on the name
of the Lord, serve God, and bring gifts to God. Before the day of
Jehovah's wrath, the lips of the people of Judah were unclean.
They were people who called the names of idols instead of God,
and they spoke lies. However, God intends to cleanse their lips
through the day of tribulation so that they can call on the name of
the Lord to serve Him.

The prophet Isaiah also experienced the cleansing of his lips. When
he saw God and despaired that his lips were unclean, God put
charcoal from the altar on his lips to purify his mouth. (Isaiah 6:6-7)
And he established him as a prophet who preaches the word of
God.

Before the day of tribulation, they were beings who brought God's
wrath, but after the tribulation, they are transformed into beings
that God loves and pleases. (3:17) Even when we face tribulation,
there is hope because God purifies us from sin and makes us into
beings that can worship and serve God.
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$ 1 for every day, we are planting the church of Jesus Christ!

| 2|7H& 2F Nehemiah Project-Church Planting Movement
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28191 312 online Giving
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£ $10, $ 20, $ 30, $ 50 per month 0SHE $ 1 perday 0EHEF $ 30 per month

of2{22| 12 S1Z2 st m 3| JHAS floH AFSEILICE
Your $ 1 offering will be used for church planting projects of Korean United Methodist Churches
fgtzelws|o| 0j2iE Fh|sh= Lol AFZELIC
Your offering will support for future of The United Methodist Church.
o H0{3|= English speaking congregation

o CIQIZAIA Multi-ethnic ministry

® S5t02|Z% Korean speaking congregation
o XIM|CHS|Z Next generation ministry
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How can we participate into church planting projects for Nehemiah project?

o 71E0f|A A ERILICE, You may give as afamily.

o XS} | of e ERILICE, You may share with your children,

o MEFIER SAZEHL|LCE. You would give with your credit card.

+ L5{iojof 2SS S5H, HI2tMI7 |2 QIS = UASLICE
This gift can be listed as a tax—deductible gift for your tax report,

Mission Fund #iAlol= https://go.missionfund.org/kumcnehemiah
Lo 2 HIYA L2 QEL|C}, Check payable to Nehemiah Project

W3IE M= =5l0|o} 2F 25 Nehemiah Project
P O Box 5553 Englewood NJ 07631 / Email contact : kumcdevotion@gmail.com
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The First Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage 2 Kings 5:9-17

“Ithought .....”

@ Opening Question

When did you feel that your thoughts and those of others were different? And how did you
react atthattime?

@ Understanding today’s passage

Although it is said that God's thoughts are different and higher than those of men (Isaiah
55:8-9), people often live by their own thoughts rather than God's thoughts. God had
special thoughts and plans for Naaman, the army chief of the king of Aram. Naaman was a
greatand noble man in Aram. But there was a weakness that lowered his self-esteem: he
was a leper. In the meantime, there was a way to solve Naaman’'s own worries. A Hebrew
maid from Israel told that he would be healed if he goes to see the prophet Elisha. When he
heard the words, Naaman looked forward to finding the prophet Elisha.

Naaman's promotion to be a general and contracting leprosy were all God's plans. God
made him great and honorable by saving Aram (1:1), and made him seek God's man be-
cause of his leprosy. He wanted to make Naaman realize that his life was under the control
of God. Naaman visits Elisha with many gifts to heal his iliness. However, Elisha did not
meet him, nor did he accept the gifts Naaman had brought. Naaman thought he needed to
give gifts to be healed, but God wanted to show him God'’s full grace. God's grace does not
need to be paid for, but instead accepted as a gift.

Naaman's plan became stumbling blocks to receiving God's grace. Elisha’s attitude and
words made Naaman angry and wanted to go back. Naaman thought about how Elisha
would heal his sickness in advance, but when it did not work out, he became angry and
eventually he refused God's grace. (5:11)

Naaman does not realize that he is dealing with God, and he insists that he is a great and
honorable being even before God.

Naaman disregarded God's grace as worthless because it was too easy just to accept it.
And he was angry at Elisha’s dismissive attitude toward him. His servants said to Naaman,



who is angry and wants to return to Aram. “If the prophet had told you to do great things,
wouldn’t you do it?” Eventually, Naaman changes his mind and obeys Elisha’s words,
washing his body seven times in the Jordan River and being cleansed like the flesh of a
child. He then realizes God’s omnipotence and sovereignty and decides to serve God.
God's grace appears through various channels. Therefore, make sure that your thoughts
do not interfere with God's grace. Sometimes, because of their greatness and dignity,
people do not receive grace. We must humble ourselves and obey God. We should strive
to understand the thoughts of God, not our own thoughts. Through this process, when we
realize and obey God's sovereignty, we will experience God's grace and power.

© Into the Word

1. Why was Naaman angry and disobedient to Elisha’s words? (5:11)

2. How did the servants persuade Naaman when he wanted to leave? (5:13)

@ Into our Life

1.What are the personalities or thoughts that hinder me when I try to receive God’s grace?

2.How do you try to understand God's thoughts? What are the things that you are doing
well or not doing well according to God's thoughts?

3.God used the Hebrew maidservant and Naaman’s servants to lead Naaman to Elisha. To
whom do you think you have been sent by God to be like the servants of Naaman?

© Memory Verse - 2 Kings 5:14

“‘So he went down and dipped himself seven times in the Jordan, according to the word of
the man of God, and his flesh was restored like the flesh of a little child, and he was clean.”

® Sharing with your children

What kind of person do you think God wants you to be? (Ask questions so that your chil-
dren can see themselves from God’s point of view.)
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week 2 The Second Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage 2 Kings 18:1-6, 19:14-19

What 1s important?

@ Opening Question

Are there any items in your home that you are hesitant to throw away? Why?

@ Understanding today’s passage

There is a line that was popular in the 2016 movie “Gokseong”. The father, a police
officer, accuses his daughter, and his daughter yells at him. “What is important? \What
is important? What is? You don’t even know what is important... ” King Hezekiah was
able to become a good king in God's eyes because he knew what was important and
drastically eliminated those that were not. In the meantime, the kings and the people
of the Southern Kingdom of Judah did not know what was really important to them,
so they valued idols that the Gentiles regarded as important and were eager to serve
them. However, the unfortunate thing is that they lost the most important thing while
living with their minds focused on the things that were notimportant.

However, after Hezekiah became king, he became eager to remove the idols that the
predecessors served with zeal. Hezekiah was able to do so because he knew the real—-
ity of these idols. Hezekiah threw the gods into the fire, saying, ‘I destroyed them be-
cause they are not gods, but only wood and stone.” (19:18) Hezekiah knew that idols
were not important, so he was able to drastically remove them, and he also removed
the high places where idols were worshiped. He even breaks the brass serpent that
Moses made. The brass serpent was made according to God's command to save
people when they were bitten by snakes and dead in the wilderness (Num. 21:9), but
it had been deified. Hezekiah breaks it and calls it Nehusdan (a piece of copper). Heze-
kiah knew that the brass serpent was not a god that gave off the power of healing but
no more than a piece of copper, so he was able to break it.

Hezekiah was able to remove the insignificant illusions because he was convinced
that God alone was important. Hezekiah repeatedly confesses that God is “God
alone.” (19:15, 19) Many people regard what is made by human hands as a god. They
deify money, scientific civilization, and people thinking that those things will make



them richandblessed. In the end, they lose God, the only true God.

God alone is God. There is no other god other than God. The belief that God is the only
God is affirmed when we remove the things we deify and depend on and lean on God
alone. God’s people must confess that only God is important when asked “What is the
most important thing?” and strive to eliminate idols in their lives. We must live a life
that proves that only God is the most important being and God alone is God.

© Into the Word

1.What did King Hezekiah eliminate after he became king? (18:4)

2.Why do you think Hezekiah relied on God more than any of the other kings? (18:5,
19:15,19)

@ Into our Life

1.What do you rely on in your life? What would you do if they became stumbling blocks
to trusting God?

2.Inwhat way do you live alife of confessing that God alone is God?

© Memory Verse - 2 Kings 18:5-6

“He trusted in the LORD, the God of Israel, so that there was none like him among all
the kings of Judah after him, nor among those who were before him. For he held fast
to the LORD. He did not depart from following him, but kept the commandments that
the LORD commanded Moses.”

® Sharing with your children

“What are some of the people or objects that you think are most important? What
would you do if these things hinder you from believing in God?”

(Guide your children so that they can see God as the most important being in their
lives.)
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week 3 The Third Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage Habakkuk 3:18-19

[ will rejoice n the Lord!

@ Opening Question

Have you ever been dismayed because of what you see in society? And what was the
hope of that despair?

@ Understanding today’s passage

People are bound to despair when sin and injustice prevail in this world. Even more
desperate is when these things don’t show any signs of being resolved. The prophet
Habakkuk was confused by the evils of people as he saw the injustice that prevailed in
the southern kingdom, Judah. What made him even more frustrated was the fact that
God, who has the ability to solve this problem, was silent. Furthermore, Habakkuk lost
his words when God said that he would mobilize Chaldean (Babylon), who was more
unrighteous and violent than Judah, to solve the problem of injustice in Judah.

These questions have been raised by many other than Habakkuk. “Why do you look
on the treacherous, and are silent when the wicked swallow those more righteous
than they?” (1:13) However, the prophet Habakkuk gradually grew in understanding
through his dialogue with God. God knows the unrighteousness of this earth better
than anyone, and he is not silent toward the unrighteous, but punishes the unrigh—
teousness in a wonderful way. (1:5)

Now Habakkuk is singing the joy of God despite the sins that prevail in the world. Even
in the midst of the destruction due to God's punishment, he believed that God would
show mercy to God’s people and ultimately save them. (3:2) Therefore, Habakkuk
sings that he will be pleased with Jehovah God even though the fig tree does not
blossom, no fruit is on the vines, and there is no herd in the stalls due to God's wrath
against Judah. (3:17-18) Habakkuk can sing because he realizes that God is the God
of salvation, and that God is his strength.

When we look at the sins that prevail on the earth, it seems there is no hope in this
world. And when we see ourselves living in sin, we have no choice but to groan. When
we experience suffering in our lives and the foundations of our lives are shaken, we



have no choice but to mourn.

However, even in the midst of this despair, we can rejoice because we can behold the
God who rides on chariot of salvation to punish the injustices of this land (3:8) and the
God who saves His people through compassion in the midst of wrath. When we are in
despair due to evil, we may live a life of hope rejoicing in God like Habakkuk who be—
held the God of salvation.

© Into the Word

1.What kind of being does Habakkuk describe God as? (3:8-9)

2.What character of God caused Habakkuk to rejoice in God? (3:18-19)

@ Into our Life

1.What kind of being do you describe God as? \What part of God causes you to rejoice
in God?

2.Even though Habakkuk speaks realistically of an unpleasant situation, he confesses
that he rejoices because of God. How can you change Habakkuk’s song in verses
3:17-18 to your own version? (Let us think of terrible situations we may have faced
and the God who helped us overcome them. Please write your own version and
share it with each other.)

© Memory Verse - Habakkuk 3:17-18

“Though the fig tree should not blossom, nor fruit be on the vines, the produce of the
olive fail and the fields yield no food, the flock be cut off from the fold and there be no
herd in the stalls, yet | will rejoice in the LORD; | will take joy in the God of my salva-
tion.”

® Sharing with your children

What are some of the evil things you think are happening on this earth? How do you
think God handles these things? (Please share that sins may prevail in this land yet
God is the Sovereign Ruler of all who rules with justice and righteousness.)
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week 4 The Fourth Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage Zephaniah 3:9-20

Be glad and rejoice with all your heart

@ Opening Question

Who are the people who love you and welcome you with joy? Why do they greet you
with joy?

@ Understanding today’s passage

People want to be loved by others or to bring joy to others. However, if | become a
loving being who gives joy to God, there will be no more valuable life than that. The
prophet Zephaniah invites the Israelites to sing joyful songs with all their hearts. The
reason is that God will not only save them, but will make them special beings whom
God delightsinandloves. (3:13)

However, at the time when Zephaniah prophesied, the people of the southern king—
dom of Judah were the object of wrath of God, not joy. They sinned against God, and
God decided to pour out all his wrath on them. He declared that the whole earth would
be destroyed by God's jealousy. (3:8)

God's wrath is not about destroying sinners, but rather it is the process of transform-
ing them into objects of God's joy. At that time, God cleansed the lips of many people
so that they may all call on the name of the Lord and serve God together. (3:9) Through
the process of punishment, God purified the unclean lips of the people of Judah who
worshiped idols. The people who were at war with each other were made to become
one in order to worship and serve God. God made Judah pure. When He saw them
newly created, God loved them and said that he was overcome with joy.

In addition, God promised to punish those who harassed Judah, and God promised
to those who were ridiculed around the world that they would gain praise and fame.
When Judah was purified as God's people, God made them valuable and praised by
others.

The most joyful and surprising thing for Judah is that the Almighty who saved them,
the God who loves and rejoices, is among them. The saints, the redeemed people of
God, are those whom God loves and wants to be with. Therefore, believers may live as



beings that God is always with and loves by continuously calling and worshiping God
with pure lips.

© Into the Word

1.Why did the prophet Zephaniah ask Zion’s daughters to rejoice and sing? (3:14-15)

2.What did God say those who are humiliated would gain? (3:19-20)

@ Into our Life

1.When God sees you, what part of you do you think will bring joy to God? How do you
treat those whom God loves and rejoices over?

2.When you bring to God the shame and suffering you face on earth, God will trans-
form it for you to earn praise and fame. What kind of praise and fame do you want to
receive from the world?

© Memory Verse - Zephaniah 3:17

“The LORD your God is in your midst, a mighty one who will save; he will rejoice over
you with gladness: he will quiet you by his love; he will exult over you with loud sing—

»

ing.

® Sharing with your children

Why do you think God loves you and delights in you so much?
(Please remind your children that they are God’s children and that fact alone brings joy
to God. Please encourage them to live as children who are the joy of God.)
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I
MISSIONARY

OF THE MONTH

Advance : # 3022555

Country : Honduras

Serving At : United Methodist Mission in Honduras
Home Country : Brazil

Jobim, Amanda Alexandre

Amanda Alexandre Jobim is a Global Mission Fellow with the
United Methodist General Board of Global Ministries, engaged in a
two-year term of service. She was commissioned on July 28, 2019.

The Global Mission Fellows program takes young adults ages 20-30
out of their home environments and places them in new contexts for
mission experience and service. The program has a strong emphasis
on faith and justice. Global Mission Fellows become active parts of
their new local communities. They connect the church in mission
across cultural and geographical boundaries. They grow in personal
and social holiness and become strong young leaders working to
build just communities in a peaceful world.



Amanda is from Rio Novo, Minas Gerais, Brazil. She is currently a
member of the Methodist church in Rio Novo, Minas Gerais. In 2018,
she received a degree in production engineering from Salgado de
Oliveira University, Juiz de Fora. She has worked as an intern, in sales

and as a secretary.

When she was 6 years old, Amanda recalled, “I went to church
with my father. At the age of 9, I made the decision to be baptized.
At the age of 16, I received my call for missions, joined IMFORM and
did two years of mission and evangelism. I flourished under the
district superintendent of juveniles and I exercised my ministerial
gifts within the communications ministry at my local church.” “I
remained engaged in missionary projects to this day, waiting for
God’s time for commissioning.””

Contact Info : aalexandrejobim@umcmission.org
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