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Dear Lord -,

From August 2021, 8¥of|=
Time A7+

Place 4 oA

sitting before you =g 2Fof gto}
eating your Word 54 9] &&-5 9l 11
praying to you, =27 o} ==

will have a fellowship with you.

Zq3 wAsd 9

Name O]&

Could you not watch with me one hour?
1 3]7} Lhet 3| 3 Al7Hone houn® 7101 91Z 4= IEiHF? (1} 26:40)
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The Practice of the Presence of God

> ““’ﬁ = Y’-ﬁ'fﬁ’ sy —c‘%f.ﬁ? e

- 2HIA K| -
Brother Lawrence
ZUA &M= 16118 THA SE2 Zel(Lorraine) X[, 02| HE (Herimenil)0|2H= ZH2 Al
= OrS01M EHO STt
T4 A EIH A2 0l LS LIRVIX|S HiRtE H =, X121 01 2oth = 6itEel =
22 Y2l M= 40| WS HHR0] Of2|0f U= _+_—’.559-J Ii=to| 712 35| (Discalced
Carmelite Prior in Paris)0il S0{ZITH 12{Lt 28t 15 1SS BHX| 2347 |0f| HXIX|7}opd
E*HE SINIQ] XA 2 1691 28 122, 80M|2Q| LIO|Z A& E7|7HX], 1= BHY :','E%

S8 HOlA] SAZ BIS T MES A MoK S SISHAS 10 BRCL SRRt 20| 37
SO 4261|927 L 48 AR D202 O 2o lefion 1 B0 Ut
S0[74 SHLHEO| TS T 27101 155101 UTO| e STO BISUCY. 24N 2HAY

StLtER 1ot 8l SAIS US L, R ES o1, Zef|ZS otl, §0t2|E HUAHE Z0|Tt

_j>|

=T
SHAC| O[21 410 S WS HIE A} R2A S AS, 10} Lite 5t 2 RIS T8t
Of2 KIPIST} T2 ACHA S| TRISZ HOP ‘BiLILI0| A 942 L2511,
TRIAFIO| Moj HS K| MYo| THO|2, AIUME TSHZ ATSS ZUA HAO

= 9l
‘SHLtEC| YXH A& S Safl, SHLHE EME 0 &2ttt =770 120 RS L= S5 7|

50| =27 S HiT



Mx|IS LETTERS

£ <=5 Asimply), B ol (in faith), A&} A2 E(with hu-
mility and with love) 31tHd SFollA staL syt F#A:5] vk 7]
0] shbdo] 7]wlatA] ekoAl Al ol SHA| %, AZtSA| = eho# alA] Q.
U7} 3 4 9l AL uhS ), T1¥o] PakAIE 2 et B2 o] siFAlelet
spyahc:

= F71olA 2712 w4 ek
1 E3F 9 5931 Ao| FHAS Y| Q. F-2 Ad(the remainder of your
life)& 24 shtd A vl =2)=H|(only in worshiping GOD) & 4= .24
7t
shbde oA & A& 8skA] ey 17-Z 2g0|uu} 7Y
Skl AUk E2)= AH(adoration), W2 19| 28E Foke 7k, §2
A9 1152 ofFEl= A, T 2= FAINA HIFA], E HIEL A4l 259
ZE= A I 7R EA e & 4 Qe o A 1EOAIA f19HE 271 5,
22 A& shaA S FUth AAFSO|AY Bl 9 9= wizhe wj
2 87 419 uf2-& S0l &84 Q. ol Z7tolgte shibd & A Zet
-2 P IEAHA HolFAA| 8. E AgE FEZ1X] glof: Hgt
I8 978z st AR H 770l AA Y7L,
shbd oA 5171 Aol 4 w8lof| 912 o= sy S &



off 2+ ofufFH(oratory)e BHEIL ofuha 1L QFO & Efuh(retire), 2213t
(meekness) T} A&(humility), 1832 AFlove) 0.2 123} tj3HE piro]
o o, HE AR shdat o] 2, v Wol T2 A A, Zd’t tigE
7 9gYt 282 97 FAS2 & 4 =R oA A 8. 1Y AJES

FAIT 182 o ofd $-8] ZolA 2 ZA(resolution)Z W& 7] & ohaf
7IdisHd APUt) 8718 7ML, SE= A dol GubdA] ggtole. g
A1 ol Ylof| 7 U= A 9] of EA0]A] 8. shd I 3A Al 3 S5
Atk 87} 183} 3 o= 3 i (sufferings) 24 Dol w33t A
ot 18yt 18 glo]= 2 119] 7| ¥ the greatest pleasures)E $-2] ]|
7 71913 F8(cruel punishment)0] 2 AQJ YLt 4, LE A sl &k
Hko 4 A, of.

St offell E2]=t] A4 5](by degrees) Al AEHAL. 179
2% (His grace) 7oL, Wiu| &, 7Fs-sl et uf =71, 3419] G5 712-H|1A
% (in the midst of your business) 157 v}-2-& HFX| H A (offer) §U LTk

o] " 1#2E(certain rules)°|2F=7F 45 A F = (particular forms of
devotion)ol] Bi¥ HA5}A(scrupulously) A4S &olufA] i Q. 1&#v
SLPE-S gFSH AHH2] Q1 Al (general confidence), 12 1 ARG H4(love
and humility)ol| w2} 35514 Q.

SR 7| =24 FAE U
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Tofl 2] = 2] &)

I 22 A gl T8 shivle. B4l & ABZo(wandering
thoughts) #FITk 2 I RIsk= 71 of ot 9219 B Al(mind)o| 3t ofj-¢- At
gksl7] uol Y7t Q. SRR QA (will)= 8] B Al 7]%5(all our facul-
ties)] <N (mistress)0]7| WZoll, AR IASS B8 EofoKrecall) T4
o}, 2 upR]er £A 2] Rl shpE A = H| &7 oK carry) 5HA| 8.

S27F AAlsh= gl IS Hd 27], S/ (recollection)ol] &3] =
SHA] % g A AZHmind)o] T2 B2 Folal SEZA| = 5 U J—](bad
habits of wandering and dissipation)= X|UA| =4, o] & &5k
o-¢ AEA 2. Ao £ YR (wil)oll what A Al&2<Q] U(the things of
the earth)2 o|Z-27}7] upAdYch.

o #13F 219 A& (remedy) shtd ol ] & st AA
2EYEE=AG Y=Y 7|28 o Y& oo S (multiplici-
ty of words)& 2= A2 HsHA| gyt YUF B2 ©of(many words)H
33t ooF7|(long discourses)= 5 H 2= F= 272 4 HY
ot shdA 71 EgeT AAEE R X] A7 =5 54| Q. uFX] FALe] i
ol A 827 Bl A dumb)H 580l 2% AR (paralytic beggar) 31 H &l
A 8. FAlo] AR sfok & U2 59 9] P (the presence of the LORD)O]
A ASAZI=AYYH.

wjuf 2 7 4lo] AFgkel A shbd Tl w A Zof et} ofj i, o] wFof| 15
B3| 1A= ulH Q. 2417} 5 Q(trouble and disquiet)= A2+ thA] 3
EA)7|= Al g2 s EYE Y7t (distract). AHE5H|(in tranquillity) 9
A& 7HA| 1L o] & HE ot gt o] Wi o 2 ATud, sh b AA T

A& 45| A FA AJYTH



7] % AlZbel A4lE A 7hehE A (re-collect) B1% BZ 74
She 12 s B SRR, Had e Aol shides
e U5 de] HojubA] ¢A stk Ay dAsH shtd 9
AR ol Asfof Fct. &S A5 BZst=d A=5iAH, 7|
T A7t kg2 ZHES] (calm) AIA7 1= o], oFH, A= &
ER LS A 3 EA|7]= dol 192 AU

ol&Jgt shtd o] YAl(practice of the presence of GOD)E A
58 1| A == o]-E(advantages)ol] A3 A= o]u] o] H HA]
S04 33| oloF7| 34| 8. RIA|5HA o] & AHstal A 2E fl5f
7| = A
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1RE O] ARIOEA GIEOH HYUSHS H0| KAl i
OJx} AJZ{0|Df 55| 320|50| Kisie} £AS M0} 419 ¥l

2 U3, BILIEMA SR 418 3713 At Bl 2
January | = Fri T 010f As7t = FUO| LREC T XEE Bonm 3
I 6N 8101 TR(817 BlLEMA MEBE THE FHE Y%

Ilﬂg Bt
HEA 715 +

oj
A= Jl oFEof Y7} YHaT CFof OFE BEO T 1Y) A e
. . . ’ A 7k2s
@® Family BibleTime ﬂcwmg';m j:lw_ :;:oﬁ,i% -
“ 1O Hoz = E5 " = 7|20l Y| vhEE g 5
7||:|—‘I O|_-|—|—E = OOH our wisdom? 37412 B o] HAL oloH T 42| Lolu
271F0] 1Y M3 2= = -
Lo oQ Bl 428 51 7 o] 7 ohd 2ol A w
AlZKFamily BibleTime)& = aL 7 gro] 1718 wowl
JHRINLQ. Rt MAteh= 505 0} 2 28171 S Algon] Supd & oAl HlY

SR0A E2 AFERILC. e A SO XS 24 A4 B 1 G
| &% Proverbs 128 | ' . y y
CEETTERTTE L 73k 4an 43 dsto] 9 Aol ool
(1) %%EEO . o] §f41o] 28 Aol dhufz 54k
34 1=£22 95t © sei) 4= ele] 2 ¥ B el 19 HEgel
LEEme 00 W 2 BHsha spalofet
= o1 OTl 9 2625} 1 )
L TSEA pgAy 1 s 19 7t Feleh Aeleh HE 2 nE AR AE
Same CSTEETE L Age ol
12 =~ [P 10 2 37} o] opgo] Soltel A\4e] 4] FEE
QE :"'_é)I.CéI- i 03| Opening Pryer 3 %ﬁ"“ﬂ'a“]ﬂ.
d3+2 g4 F g, |0 2008 A o] g ¥ 3ol
i i S0 el 24 1 ke A4 24
9 li_l__g_jl_ ! Yaiur Servant is 1 istaning |
- (259 ¢, 02 E) 1
SAIS A& & Asan |

959/ F5S FRYNL.
Fta7te) TS 242
oI5t 7|29t 2L, :



Ry

Fieoding mwight

Chapter 1 = the prefude of Proverbs: the fear of the Lord = the
basis and baginning of knowledge, young people especially
shauld leam the principles of ife by wderstanding wsdom and
instruction: and we are admanished to fve life in accordance.
with God's will, Chapter 2 continues to slaborste on the benefits
of wisdom, If we want to gan wisdom, wa must seek it. And it
i seek i1, we will recalve it as s gift from God.

Proverbs 2:1-12

Ty som. if you receive iy words and ireasine up my com- |

mandments with you,

2 making vour ear attentive to wisdom and inclining your |

heart to understanding;

3yes, if you call out for insight and raise your voice forun- |

derstanding,

4if you seek it like silver and search for it as for idden trea-
siines.

S then you will understand the fear of the LORD and find the
kmowladge of God

SFor the LORD gives wisdom, from his mouth come
knowledge and understanding;

7 he stores up sound wisdom {or the upright; he 15 a shield 10
those who walk in integrity,

# puarding the paths of justice and watching over the way of
hifs saints.

9Then you will understand righteousness and justice and
equity. every good path.

10 for wisdom will come into your heart, and knowledge
will be pleasant to vour soul:

1 discretion will wateh over you, understanding will guard
you,

12 deliverg yvou from the way of evil, from men of perven-
ed speech.,

KISE ©7) 21 271 sop
& G2 oYL (2-43)
‘What should we do to gain
wisdonm? (2:2-4}

A= FPERE ELIP
(B}

Fram whom does wisdom
come? (246}

0 0=7|=

oK 2= R EEE
Sl SEEHN

YOI =S 7| =R

© %z
SEUEEUESTE
XPHIS| A7Ho10f
SISO tht OlotE
S,

© Y3t HHOI(ESV/HHE)
%0lo} 3138 E7
9oz =oo| =

EI% g2ko| 0oL Y.

0 Uz s02
FEHME HKHSOIA
U2 MSS HALALICY
xZo op|2 MAXMOZ
SSEPH 51, Z 2o
B2 24 BUC

© 24 50 ort 3y
UUg E5) ZHHA
QB0 FAIE 2SS X1
71 2jn|2 75| SARLICH
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0|2 ZEolMIL!

“l’ LII-:; Tneg Word
F 6 30| S4B e
oFFH H UNE
=t
O 5t Z&E One Word
22| g&0| e
dY(ife)= F2iL B o
_ - 98 74 g0z
O+l 3t 7o)

R JIEE ’IE?JHH.

29| A(sword)s
AIE5t0 OtHe| &S
S2E 2 U "uL.

0 Tt=7| = One Prayer
5'1-”._ UZES Sof
x|_|0| =pl oo Aoz
Aok 2HS AELL.

© ualet MRS 28t 71=

Prayer for Churches
BARBIEE R FUTHAL
& Pastors 2182 28, BE4)
= SIS MDY ZEHE HH IS
O] TH0| E0MU=
w3|SS flolf 7| L.

Llll o=

Klsk= siLiee] HE0Jxt aHof & iapLict

Wisdom is a gift fram God and must ba saught

Helo| F|malnd of TR 2 -2 PICY, UIR'E HAH0| Sl Hoj B2
LEN RS 2ES 28 HE SH 8 LRILICL 230K SRR )
B AU 2 Y8 A0 0fF| HiEE NES0] JiERs B Soj|
2 S2EE UE KESE S8 30| B 2H0 TH0| 228 Y
HEIEUC, IO BEE2 TOIBOF SHMM DiF| DRI TS0
USR] LERILIC P9 MY P SO s PULHE-4H)
HEE POl RSt AU A G FRE A4S U S F8t
£ A $E S FAlE OftR SiLig0rdUCh 05 7:11). g Bosis
F2U7} Riaf) ZHORM GHLEM T HOM0} LT 221 SO0} 6t &
3E RR0] HOW X BHE HE + UBLE TR K2| AHE O
0 0 LSS O A B TS YHaH SLICH KiaY ged
B LD ASE HAE 7141 B mEech

HY A7HME RIAP| SE{supremel0l7|] 17} 71 2E S T MMM
el SEE oI MELICh Molls £E0I0, I8 YE M PSL
I = @A U D21 S ZNE SILH0| E6l FAS ME0THE
), IR0 KHULICE & SLIEE LM KR 28 + Q0 HLT,
KIS LA R3H7) SIRTH, MEil= SZ00 B2l Xsls Fin 3t
SN

The: Hetrew word for proverts s “mashal” end means ™ lsthsmas_
It &5 trenslated as “parabla” and i &n ingtrction succinctly contaming cer—
tain patiems of precepts obseeved in K, In Chingse, it is @& JamEun, |t
consists of the word “Jam” which maans " heedls” and "Eun’ which
mians “spaken word.” Combined it means to teach &5 i poking with &
naadle. Facnle with wisdom, nchuding Solomon; deaply observed lite and
discovered ceran pattams existad. Solomon beging Chapter 2 with Wy
son”, ke when & fether admonishes his children, The essence of the sd—
mariifion i 1 “sesk and search.” (2:3-4)

Thers is no parent wha would refuse 1o give & oft 1o & chid who samestly
asks for one, Qur Father in Heaven will give pood gifis to these who esk
Him. (Mat 7:11} i we went to gam wisdom, then we mast ask for it and
seek God who i the source of wisdom. We must raise cur voice and we
st seek it & if seaking teasures. Then we will e given wisdorm and
wnderstandng, But if we look at curselves, we might be supnssd that we
st ot sesking or ssarching for visdon, |1 is because we do not frest wis—
dom &3 & precious treasure though we tnow that we need wisdom.
Prenseths 47 says thet wisdom s supreme: therafors, we should gain un-
darstanding evan though it may cost all you Teve, Wisdom & treasurs and
thoss who bebiove that wil ssek. search, and ulimately gain i1, But at the
same fimes, wisdom i given by God and God i wisdom. (2:6) In other
wortds, we cannot gain wisdom 1f we are sapsreted from God. If we had no
wisdom until now, let us seek and find tha supreme baing and treasue of
‘wisdom a3 we waloome the New Year.
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Journaling with Jesus ol 2L A2 A2H ZAfot=
[ I LTS 2= 742
“ ° 3 Bk raddrig & QT o DH—?— %RE”L' I:l'
1 1 B Co e |
. 9

e HRINE Oni Prage ]

® Journaling
olF S UES I

Ol-~51t S¥ok=
O3t 42, HES,
ZES Al

TOHRX| Rl A=A
7 |S U

6 - = Sihd o] DHE SIS} B1S God's heart-& pour heart |

0O [712< gigo]
Facebook HIZ27}7|
QRIEE ATHGIAIH
Facebook S3AIAHOZ
Faot4 AL

www.facebook.com/kumcdevotion

BIF BN WSS Wil Mgl SH5s 016 2, AEE.
BT MRS TR D PrE st
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Pleasant Hilltll= 1'd 8 2t&50| MY E|0] YESLICH HY 252 Sl

02 22 SHEMQ. 2|11 43S 17| Mol sHHEe S’SEDH =+
I.

EEFHA 7IZLIC R2/9 RE H2S oLt TS0 ESAILLICL

O 2H 4S7?
k17=|2 OIO |]:| E_|-EI'0| I“éf [[H 7 EI'§|PQ| LH%; _‘?_él'g OOF0|-7-||__|- 7|
FEE VIS0l EM Q. a7 HO|L OHS0| & E = R0 BEE 10 2
HAIL. ZF FEOf Ciet AHLRe| 7| S 5 UE0 H= A SSUCE AEA K
EO0iX|= FR0= =A4H, Olo7t ¢t 2= F20l= 25X, OIS0 2F=
o= T+ EA 5. 223 01ZA et A 11, BEAlo 52 =SS Al ot
H LT

Journaling, 0f|="=l 1} EHH|

U7|(Diary)E £ M 0{= LK) ILICE SHX|2F K@@ (Journaling) 2| 3
0= OllE(Jesus)ILICH Lo LA HHGIT 7|123H= 7| EX|2t of
SUSHIEIET, 20| SNS E11, J21 S3lisHH, 12 QoA s=2e &

=22 01y2 VIS5t HEZe O SaLIC

OII

5 OFF2l= o[ZAN!
XHA9| One VerseZ 7HE0|Lt SNSZ E5H| 7171 2SI} L= ZHE
MAS A=510, E5| S46H= O =20| ELICH
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Family Pleasant Hill

1] ez} Rl e 7V 2 ol obhe A A
o, TEIH AR Qo] TS WA T, A e 2] WAL L
+ AWO 2 &= “Family Pleasant Hill’°| 7}sgUtt o|A] 17}
A& A A2}sfof g

A7} ESNQ?

2 7150| eH 2 4= U= AIZIS FEILICHL 230 ot ¥, 22 A

, N 7hS T HOH| 715S0] e o 9,'& AI?JOI %ﬁ'—l Ct. X
'=='. )\I?_POIc> S22 OF MALHE SSUC E3

T /| —

Eol XA T|p|
2 71E0| CtelH S22 = = TOreh HA0|HA 05 O|C| 004 = 5
HIX| 42 4= U= HATFESLICE Family Pleasant Hill M0jl= =i TVE A
K| L= gt

OI=XI9} HE 7| =X} 517
3 Ol = 5h ATt 5= 240| OFL2t 2 7450| BH| 25t YIRIS 2t &
A FEILICE Ottt ) 2401 Z ) =M, 22 TOHIM 7|7t 2 =M E Wt e2f
S Hots =ME et S. DtFe] 7| Q=X KSR AHR{0] 5tALY, At
ofo| gt =M, 22 E—'.:-7 t =07+ OFH 7 | =2 ot L.

]

* A2 TTHE 710U KFEE AFREHAL & QIALICY
* J|&80| HHOZ Facebook H|0|X|0f| 2AIS 9|5t CIFSH AR S0 Q&L
Ct. www.facebook.com/kumcdevotion




2021 August
1 9 23

130 2-3%0

L& L&
l&go|oiHoZ 8 9 Nahum 1 0 Nahum
ot =L

180 280

ATI2t ATI2t
1 5 1 6 Zechariah 1 7 Zechariah

3-48 0 5-6% 0

AJL2f ATt2f
2 2 2 3 Zechariah 24 Zechariah

JESESCELS nEn 17t

P
ne

el EC |
29 30 Malachi 31 Malachi

3O 430
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1

11

18

25

0|7t
Micah
480

L=
Nahum
3O

ATI2t
Zechariah
7830

ATI2t
Zechariah
13% 0

oj7t
5 Micah 6

580

12 13

10

A2k
1 9 Zechariah 2 U

8y

ATI2t
2 6 Zechariah 2 7

14% 0

S

a|7t
Micah
60

Bl
Haggai
280

A2k
Zechariah
oF O

Ecy
Malachi
&30

07 July

T
12 3

_n
w

4 5 6 7 8 9 10
1112 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30 31

|7t
7 Micah

730

ATI2F
1 4 Zechariah

1-280

A2
2 1 Zechariah

1080

Ecy
28 Malachi

280

09 September
S M T W T F S
1 2 3 4
56 7 8 9 10N
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30
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spf 27tk
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Oj7H= = 72R
0]7k= 79 12 29| QA Fol|A] oA iR Moz Shtd
o] ur2 8 A5} oIz} ‘H] 7} 9] o] 52wt P& YT} n7k=
127} o] 5910} 22 AR} & Sl Tl7lof B }oPJr”("“)ﬂ G
SARIVY § Eo: Tl S FoIH REL 0 BOR Shide
O} |7 E 4 gl £0]4lS o] FollA Bt °‘A‘4‘4~

ST =T

“ho] 95 Q8T olohae} 8410k Althel maA AR u)7elA A
o] Z9}0] W42 2 Alujo}o} 2 Atlol] T HAIZF (111 1§05 Kok,
oA} B9t 9 Aol A4 shbd ] g AR R EAL L4
SU. SR H7E B BE WS T 7| S5 9k Aolet 248y
o}, hEL w77t S ek 71907 734-7008740] 20l AAe, v 2o
A Z2ATC1 97 587-538)2 3K Fo] S50 718 2150] BASA 87
9} -2 oe1Ale] w40 2 P ALY



OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO0

uj7}o} 2. A]7]o] B3 o] Aokl AtoF 1) A% BA102 FHoNA
F2 P5PT U, v7Hs 52 24102 Mol S5, AP 5RE
olLHB RS2 3ol el APAISHA st et “olzoko) Alxto] A
9= Ato] S St o] of 9] Aro 2 el A" olehe )7k 4:1-4
of h8-2 olAfof 2:2-43} u]2:51o], WS AT oAl 1 gL =R
S AR AL A2 & 4 ek

D7IME £ 0l] =7

oS 82193 747-742)3} ofskA(Z19A 742-725), S|A71oH7
A 725-697)7F 2B W A7)= WA xEtH]|ofe] A= obA|E]olr} AlE]oke}
T AE Y X G et G S Bt FAM] AE7| AUt 53
o|Agtllo] =& AtutE|olr} 3 Bk 9] TFS Hke Lol 7] ¢A 7210
g on, dg=t e oA gloto] FAsITH L 7] 9A 7019 A
do] ZRF5HA FUth. o]H 9171 o HEES o BA AL B2 &
FAFsl= A9 SHAE BoFU dRE Aol A SAsHA L
FA519 3, T2 Zoj A= o] JES} Aot A& AL Fx7Yrt o]A
A Hol| FE-S 71 v)7k= 7Pde AFEE ke A9 A4S E25
1, Alatejoprt ipslzo] oAk A £ dol dX] kS Ay
t}. 5pA|gk o] AJFo] o] Aetd o] upx|uto] opufel Zpa} o A2 ThA] E
Hro] B3 AAW =AY A Al-2lehe 289 HA A S A

o

O

SHFHAA] 112] 8 B34 (1:1-3:12)
10] 9 Hl FHY HIHE 2o YAl (4:1-5:14)
AL LA £ 9G FOIA=TH6:1-7:7)

A5 oA 7-8]9] #o] Ho] F& o] 7Rt} (7:8-20)
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LEE2 OffH 24017

U2 12 291A9A FoA EF 1A A, A9 UE 9
o5& wA EoiF=H, 11 o159 52 H= B A Y
ot StAElo] BlE ] I8 A= IS AE o o YL E
got|Ehe oA S6 shd 2l fl=E B AR Ugo] X3t HAIA]
+ oF gAY Y99 g2 5] e 220IM AxEUS 28
9] oAt G i= YA B9 AF 29%Z 7Hs A4S AE AT, HiE-E
o] gASAE2 ditiet vhEE Akl 42 ot Y7 gEhdsid
7194 6124 9] 7150 Ayt T3 EEo) 7]94 663130 AR
H o|HE| M9 ofe o] mARE Zle 27 2(3:8-10), HE A= 71
A 6639 7H 6129 Ato] = 4t

ML=
./

% LIZ2| 7|SHH A= 2R
2171718 ] 50l AdiE JFES PAM] 2 StAl o7t 7194 7A
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The Word of the LORD came to Micah of Moresheth, a
small town located in the south—east of Jerusalem. Micah
pronounced the Word of God about Samaria and Jerusalem.
Because of the sins committed by them, God would pass
judgment against Northern Israel and destroy Samaria. The
impact would reach Jerusalem.

Micah 1:1-12

1 The word of the LORD that came to Micah of Moresheth
in the days of Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah,
which he saw concerning Samaria and Jerusalem.

2Hear, you peoples, all of you; pay attention, O earth, and all
that is in it, and let the Lord GOD be a witness against you,
the Lord from his holy temple.

3 For behold, the LORD is coming out of his place, and will
come down and tread upon the high places of the earth.

4 And the mountains will melt under him, and the valleys
will split open, like wax before the fire, like waters poured
down a steep place.

5 All this is for the transgression of Jacob and for the sins of
the house of Israel. What is the transgression of Jacob? Is it
not Samaria? And what is the high place of Judah? Is it not
Jerusalem?

6 Therefore [ will make Samaria a heap in the open country, a
place for planting vineyards, and [ will pour down her stones
into the valley and uncover her foundations.

7 All her carved images shall be beaten to pieces, all her wag-
es shall be burned with fire, and all her idols I will lay waste,
for from the fee of a prostitute she gathered them, and to the
fee of a prostitute they shall return.

8 For this I will lament and wail; I will go stripped and na-
ked; I will make lamentation like the jackals, and mourning
like the ostriches.

9 For her wound is incurable, and it has come to Judah; it has
reached to the gate of my people, to Jerusalem.

10 Tell it not in Gath; weep not at all; in Beth-le-aphrah roll
yourselves in the dust.

11 Pass on your way, inhabitants of Shaphir, in nakedness
and shame; the inhabitants of Zaanan do not come out; the
lamentation of Beth-ezel shall take away from you its stand-
ing place.

12 For the inhabitants of Maroth wait anxiously for good, be-
cause disaster has come down from the LORD to the gate of
Jerusalem.
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What was the purpose of
God’s coming to the Israel-
ites? (1:3, 6, 7)

AtOt2|0p7t B ot 0lR= £
QAL (5, 7H)

Why was Samaria destroyed?
(1:5,7)
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Samaria, the capital of Northern Israel, was routed by Assyrian
King Sargon Il in circa BC 722. Assyria captured and deported
Israelites especially the leaders of Israel in Samaria to Meso-
potamia and to the towns of Medes(2 Kings 17:4-8). They
also repopulated Samaria with the leaders of other nations and
people. It was Assyria’s intent to weaken the power of Israel
and to assimilate Israel into Assyria’s own district structure.

As part of the Assyrian policy of assimilation, the Israelites
deported were mixed with people of other nations and gradu-
ally lost their identity as Israelites, the chosen people of God.
As those natives left behind in northern Israel centered around
Samaria mixed with new gentile settlers who were in control
of governing, they lost their unique identity as Israelites. Con-
sequently, northern Israel was totally destroyed and disap-
peared completely from world history. The Israelites were
meant to serve God, but they betrayed God and worshipped
all kinds of idols and wooden images. Therefore God’s judg-
ment came upon them.
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During a politically chaotic time, the rich and powerful op—
pressed the weak and the rulers and leaders committed
injustice. They refused to accept the Word of God which de—
nounced them but accepted the unjust liars and slanderers
as their prophets.

Micah 3:1-12

1And I said: Hear, you heads of Jacob and rulers of the house
of Israel! Is it not for you to know justice?--

2 you who hate the good and love the evil, who tear the skin
from off my people and their flesh from off their bones,

3who eat the flesh of my people, and flay their skin from off
them, and break their bones in pieces and chop them up like
meat in a pot, like flesh in a cauldron.

4 Then they will cry to the LORD, but he will not answer
them; he will hide his face from them at that time, because
they have made their deeds evil.

5Thus says the LORD concerning the prophets who lead my
people astray, who cry “Peace” when they have something
to eat, but declare war against him who puts nothing into
their mouths.

6 Therefore it shall be night to you, without vision, and dark-
ness to you, without divination. The sun shall go down on
the prophets, and the day shall be black over them;

7 the seers shall be disgraced, and the diviners put to shame;
they shall all cover their lips, for there is no answer from
God.

8 But as for me, I am filled with power, with the Spirit of the
LORD, and with justice and might, to declare to Jacob his
transgression and to Israel his sin.

9 Hear this, you heads of the house of Jacob and rulers of the
house of Israel, who detest justice and make crooked all that
is straight,

10who build Zion with blood and Jerusalem with iniquity.

11 Its heads give judgment for a bribe; its priests teach for a
price; its prophets practice divination for money; yet they
lean on the LORD and say, “Is not the LORD in the midst of
us? No disaster shall come upon us.”

12 Therefore because of you Zion shall be plowed as a field;
Jerusalem shall become a heap of ruins, and the mountain of
the house a wooded height.
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What did God declare to the
unrighteous prophets of Isra—
el? (3:6,7)
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Filled with the Spirit of the
LORD, what did Micah the
prophet proclaim to Israel?
(3:9)
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The prophets in the Bible are those who deliver the Word of
God to the people. Sometimes they deliver the state of God'’s
mind toward the current situation of Israel, and sometimes
they discover the coming judgment or/and plan of redemption
and deliver the Word of God to the people. Among those
prophets some discover the Word of God through dreams or
visions and are called “seers”(3:7). Therefore the mission of
the prophets is to deliver the Word of God exactly as it is pro-
vided to them without being swayed by the reaction or situa—
tion of the recipient of the message of God.

But the corrupt prophets of Israel misled the people in order
to fulfill their greed(3:5). If they were fed with food, they will-
fully delivered comforting or pleasant messages even to un—
righteous recipients. But if they were not fed, that is, if they
did not receive any material gain, the corrupt prophets did not
hesitate to denounce and blame even if their opponents were
righteous people. Even the judges who were supposed to be
fair and just as leaders of the people judged for bribes(3:11).
The priest taught for a price and the prophets told fortunes for
money(3:11).
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In the last days and on the mountain of Zion, Jerusalem
would be restored and many people would come to this
place to hear the Word of God. The wars of the land would
cease and the kingdom of Messiah ruled by the LORD would
be established. Zion was desolate without a king but would
rise up soon to rout the enemy.

Micah 4:1-13

11tshall come to pass in the latter days that the mountain of the house
ofthe LORD shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and
it shall be lifted up above the hills; and peoples shall flow to it,

2 and many nations shall come, and say: “Come, let us go up to the
mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob, that he
may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” For out
of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the LORD from Jeru-
salem.

3 He shall judge between many peoples, and shall decide for strong
nations far away; and they shall beat their swords into plowshares,
and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword
against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore;

4 but they shall sit every man under his vine and under his fig tree,
and no one shall make them afraid, for the mouth of the LORD of
hosts has spoken.

5 For all the peoples walk each in the name of its god, but we will
walk in the name of the LORD our God forever and ever.

6 In that day, declares the LORD, I will assemble the lame and gather
those who have been driven away and those whom I have afflicted,;

7 and the lame I will make the remnant, and those who were cast
off, a strong nation; and the LORD will reign over them in Mount
Zion from this time forth and forevermore.

8 And you, O tower of the flock, hill of the daughter of Zion, to you
shall it come, the former dominion shall come, kingship for the
daughter of Jerusalem.

2 Now why do you cry aloud? Is there no king in you? Has your
counselor perished, that pain seized you like a woman in labor?

10 Writhe and groan, O daughter of Zion, like a woman in labor,
for now you shall go out from the city and dwell in the open coun-
try; you shall go to Babylon. There you shall be rescued; there the
LORD will redeem you from the hand of your enemies.

11 Now many nations are assembled against you, saying, “Let her
be defiled, and let our eyes gaze upon Zion.”

12 But they do not know the thoughts of the LORD; they do not
understand his plan, that he has gathered them as sheaves to the
threshing floor.

13 Arise and thresh, O daughter of Zion, for I will make your horn
iron, and I will make your hoofs bronze; you shall beat in piec-
es many peoples; and shall devotetheir gain to the LORD, their
wealth to the Lord of the whole earth.
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What kind of nation is the
kingdom of God ruled by the
LORD to eternity? (4:2-7)
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The Babylonian army destroyed the walls and temples of Je-
rusalem. The king and many leaders of Israel were either killed
or captured as prisoners and were deported to Babylon(4:10).
Once resplendent Jerusalem is now desolate and filled with
the cries of the people in distress(4:9). In the middle of this
desperate situation, God declared the Gospel of redemption.
In the last days, the temple of Jerusalem will be built on the
mountain of Zion, which is higher than all other mountains, and
our LORD will rule His people there to eternity(4:7). The king-
dom of Messiah, that is, the kingdom of God will be built
there. To this new Jerusalem, not only the people of Israel but
also people of many nations will come(4:1). There the people
will receive the teachings of God and will be led to the walk in
His paths(4:2). Once the kingdom of God ruled by the LORD
comes upon us, their swords will be beaten into plowshares
and their spears into pruning hooks, nations will not take up
sword against nation, nor will they train for war anymore(4:3)
and no one will take away anything from others by cheating or
by force(4:4).

The kingdom of God proclaimed by Micah the prophet was
the Gospel of Hope which began with Jesus the Messiah.
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The Messiah will be born in Bethlehem, will rule Israel, and
with the power of God will defeat the enemy and rescue the
people in captivity. The remnant of Jacob is like dew from
the LORD, like showers on the grass, and like a lion, and all
those disobedient to God will be destroyed by the wrath of
God.

Micah 5:2-13

2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be
among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me
one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from
of old, from ancient days.

3 Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she
who is in labor has given birth; then the rest of his brothers
shall return to the people of Tsrael.

4 And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of
the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.
And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great to the
ends of the earth.

5 And he shall be their peace. When the Assyrian comes into
our land and treads in our palaces, then we will raise against
him seven shepherds and eight princes of men;

6 they shall shepherd the land of Assyria with the sword, and
the land of Nimrod at its entrances; and he shall deliver us
from the Assyrian when he comes into our land and treads
within our border.

7 Then the remnant of Jacob shall be in the midst of many
peoples like dew from the LORD, like showers on the grass,
which delay not for a man nor wait for the children of man.

8 And the remnant of Jacob shall be among the nations, in the
midst of many peoples, like a lion among the beasts of the
forest, like a young lion among the flocks of sheep, which,
when it goes through, treads down and tears in pieces, and
there is none to deliver.

2 Your hand shall be lifted up over your adversaries, and all
your enemies shall be cut off.

10 And in that day, declares the LORD, I will cut off your
horses from among you and will destroy your chariots;

11 and [ will cut off the cities of your land and throw down all
your strongholds;

12 and I will cut off sorceries from your hand, and you shall
have no more tellers of fortunes;

13 and [ will cut off your carved images and your pillars from
among you, and you shall bow down no more to the work of
your hands;

=]
=

o
B

o=z

07tz ZAt HISHZOIA 0™
20| LA 202k L7
%)

Who did Micah prophesy
would come to Bethlehem in
the future? (5:2)
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Who would be our peace?
(5:5)
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Bethlehem was not only the birthplace of David but also the
place of his anointment. David was very faithful to God as he
was described in 1 Samuel 13:14, “The LORD had sought out
a man after his own heart,” and in 1 Kings 15:5, “David had
done what was right in the eyes of the LORD all the days of
his life.” Once installed on the throne David faithfully followed
the will of God, conquered surrounding nations to expand his
territory as promised to Abraham, and built Israel into a strong
nation.

250 years after the death of David, Micah the prophet proph—
esied that a Messiah would be born in Bethlehem to rule Israel
like David(5:2). But unlike King David, the origins of the one
who would rule Israel are from of old, from ancient times. We
call this one in the Old Testament in Hebrew “Messiah” and in
the New Testament in Greek “Christ”. The coming Messiah
will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD
and his greatness will reach to the ends of the earth(5:4). Da-
vid was the shadow of the coming Messiah and the real re—
deemer was Jesus Christ(Colossians 2:17).
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God expounded what benevolent and righteous things God
had done for Israel. To the people of Israel who just wor—
shipped God for formality’s sake, Micah the prophet pro—
claimed justice, love, and humility. To Israel that had com—
mitted injustice and sins, God had prepared a rod and passed
judgment.

Micah 6:1-12

1 Hear what the LORD says: Arise, plead your case before
the mountains, and let the hills hear your voice.

2 Hear, you mountains, the indictment of the LORD, and
you enduring foundations of the earth, for the LORD has an
indictment against his people, and he will contend with Isra-
el.

3“0 my people, what have I done to you? How have [ wea-
ried you? Answer me!

4 For I brought you up from the land of Egypt and redeemed
you from the house of slavery, and I sent before you Moses,
Aaron, and Miriam.

50 my people, remember what Balak king of Moab devised,
and what Balaam the son of Beor answered him, and what
happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the
saving acts of the LORD.”

6 “With what shall I come before the LORD, and bow my-
self before God on high? Shall I come before him with burnt
offerings, with calves a year old?

7 Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, with
ten thousands of rivers of 0il? Shall I give my firstborn for
my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my
soul?”

8 He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the
LORD require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness,
and to walk humbly with your God?

2 The voice of the LORD cries to the city-- and it is sound
wisdom to fear your name: “Hear of the rod and of him who
appointed it!

10 Can I forget any longer the treasures of wickedness in the
house of the wicked, and the scant measure that is accursed?

11 Shall T acquit the man with wicked scales and with a bag
of deceitful weights?

12 Your rich men are full of violence; your inhabitants speak
lies, and their tongue is deceitful in their mouth.
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What good did God show us?
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The leaders of Israel came before God with burnt offerings,
with calves a year old(6:6). They also came with thousands of
rams and ten thousand rivers of 0il(6:7). They were even will-
ing to offer their firstborn for forgiveness of their transgres—
sions and the sins of their souls(6:7).

But to the people of Israel God declared that a rod was pre-
pared for their judgment(6:9). At the temple of God they are
the worshippers of God but at home they are the evil ones
with ill-gotten treasures(6:10). They cheat people with dis—
honest scales, deploy violence to become rich, and use their
tongues to speak deceitfully(6:12). To these people, faith and
life are separate.

Micah the prophet proclaimed to those people that what the
LORD requires of us is “To act justly and to love mercy and to
walk humbly with our God”(6:8). What God requires of us is to
transform those who used to be unrighteous into righteous,
those who used to be hateful and covetous to be kinder and
loving, and those who used to be arrogant to be humble.
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Having cried out about the world corrupted by evil, the re—
solve and hope of Micah the prophet follow. Then come the
prayers of Micah and the answers from God. Starting with an
exclamation, “Who is a God like you?”, Micah ends his book
with the introduction of God who forgives and shows mercy.

Micah 7:7-19

7 But as for me, I will look to the LORD; I will wait for the
God of my salvation; my God will hear me.

8 Rejoice not over me, O my enemy; when I fall, I shall rise;
when I sitin darkness, the LORD will be a light to me.

9 I will bear the indignation of the LORD because I have
sinned against him, until he pleads my cause and executes
judgment for me. He will bring me out to the light; I shall
look upon his vindication.

10 Then my enemy will see, and shame will cover her who
said to me, “Where is the LORD your God?” My eyes will
look upon her; now she will be trampled down like the mire
of the streets.

11 A day for the building of your walls! In that day the
boundary shall be far extended.

12 In that day they will come to you, from Assyria and the
cities of Egypt, and from Egypt to the River, from sea to sea
and from mountain to mountain.

13 But the earth will be desolate because of its inhabitants,
for the fruit of their deeds.

14 Shepherd your people with your staff, the flock of your in-
heritance, who dwell alone in a forest in the midst of a garden
land; let them graze in Bashan and Gilead as in the days of old.
15 As in the days when you came out of the land of Egypt,
will show them marvelous things.

16 The nations shall see and be ashamed of all their might; they
shall lay their hands on their mouths; their ears shall be deaf;

17 they shall lick the dust like a serpent, like the crawling
things of the earth; they shall come trembling out of their
strongholds; they shall turn in dread to the LORD our God,
and they shall be in fear of you.

18 Who is a God like you, pardoning iniquity and pass-
ing over transgression for the remnant of his inheritance?
He does not retain his anger forever, because he delights in
steadfast love.

19 He will again have compassion on us; he will tread our in-
iquities underfoot. You will cast all our sins into the depths
of the sea.
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What is the resolve of Micah
the prophet to live in the
world of evil? (7:7)
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What act of ours is to fix our
eyes on God?
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“Who is a God like you?”

In the old Hebrew bible there is the “recorded scripture” called
“Kethibh” and a separate “reading scripture” called “Qere”. For
example, the name of God consisting of four-letter words in
the scripture is Kethibh and the corresponding Qere is “adonai”
meaning ‘my LORD.” People of Israel considered the name of
God too sacred so that when they read the name of God in
the scripture, they could not directly call the name but instead
they read “my LORD.” In Hebrew scripture “Micah” is “Qere” a
reading name, and “Micaiah” is “Ketiv” his recorded name.

In general, as in “Halleluiah” and “Isaiah” words ending with
“iah” indicate Yahweh, that is, the LORD. Therefore, the name
“Micaiah” means “Who is like God(=my LORD)?” Therefore
the Book of Micah as in Micaiah with the scripture, “Who is a
God like you?(7:18)”, ends with the proclamation that God par-
dons sin, forgives the transgression, and does not stay angry
forever, but delights to show mercy.
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The Book of the vision of Nahum was a warning message
of God to Nineveh. When God is filled with wrath, nobody
could escape complete destruction. Nineveh would be de-
stroyed by the judgment of God. The destruction of Nineveh
would be good news to Judah.

Nahum 1:1-11, 14-15

1 An oracle concerning Nineveh. The book of the vision of
Nahum of Elkosh.

2 The LORD is a jealous and avenging God; the LORD is
avenging and wrathful; the LORD takes vengeance on his
adversaries and keeps wrath for his enemies.

3 The LORD is slow to anger and great in power, and the
LORD will by no means clear the guilty. His way is in whirl-
wind and storm, and the clouds are the dust of his feet.

4 He rebukes the sea and makes it dry; he dries up all the riv-
ers; Bashan and Carmel wither; the bloom of Lebanon with-
ers.

5 The mountains quake before him; the hills melt; the earth
heaves before him, the world and all who dwell in it.

6 Who can stand before his indignation? Who can endure the
heat of his anger? His wrath is poured out like fire, and the
rocks are broken into pieces by him.

7 The LORD is good, a stronghold in the day of trouble; he
knows those who take refuge in him.

8 But with an overflowing flood he will make a complete end
of the adversaries, and will pursue his enemies into dark-
ness.

2 What do you plot against the LORD? He will make a com-
plete end; trouble will not rise up a second time.

10 For they are like entangled thorns, like drunkards as they
drink; they are consumed like stubble fully dried.

11 From you came one who plotted evil against the LORD, a
worthless counselor.

14 The LORD has given commandment about you: “No
more shall your name be perpetuated; from the house of
your gods [ will cut off the carved image and the metal im-
age. [ will make your grave, for you are vile.”

15 Behold, upon the mountains, the feet of him who brings
good news, who publishes peace! Keep your feasts, O Ju-
dah; fulfill your vows, for never again shall the worthless
pass through you; he is utterly cut off.
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What is the good news
brought to Judah? (1:9-12)
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What is the good news that
Christians are called to bring
to the world?
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Not much is known about Nahum the prophet of Judah and
his name is not mentioned in any other part of the Bible. Like
Jonah, the target of Nahum'’s proclamation was Nineveh, the
capital of Assyria. At the time of Nahum, Assyria was ruled by
Assurbanipal, the grandson of Sennacherib. Northern Israel
was already destroyed by the Assyrian army and the remain—
ing southern Judah was under continuous threat from Assyria.
At the time, Assurbanipal, the king of Assyria, was a very cruel
king. He would peel the skins of prisoners alive and force the
prince of the conquered nation to hang the cut off head of his
father around his neck. He would host a festival while the king
of Chaldea’s head was hung above his. Being ruled by the
cruelest king, Assyria was a mighty empire enjoying wealth,
power, and glory at the highest level.

The people of Judah trembled with fear and cried out, “How
could such a savage nation prosper so well?” God chose Na-
hum the prophet to proclaim the good news that their enemy
Assyria would be destroyed(1:15).
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On chariots the attackers would advance like thunder and
attack Nineveh. The gates would open, the palace would be
destroyed, the queen would be shamed, and all the trea—
sures in town would be seized. The people of Nineveh would
be discouraged and captured in fear.

Nahum 2:1-13

1 The scatterer has come up against you. Man the ramparts;
watch the road; dress for battle; collect all your strength.

2 For the LORD is restoring the majesty of Jacob as the maj-
esty of Israel, for plunderers have plundered them and ru-
ined their branches.

3The shield of his mighty men is red; his soldiers are clothed
in scarlet. The chariots come with flashing metal on the day
he musters them; the cypress spears are brandished.

4 The chariots race madly through the streets; they rush to
and fro through the squares; they gleam like torches; they
dart like lightning.

5 He remembers his officers; they stumble as they go, they
hasten to the wall; the siege tower is set up.

6 The river gates are opened; the palace melts away;

7 its mistress is stripped; she is carried off, her slave girls
lamenting, moaning like doves and beating their breasts.

8 Nineveh is like a pool whose waters run away. “Halt!
Halt!” they cry, but none turns back.

9 Plunder the silver, plunder the gold! There is no end of the
treasure or of the wealth of all precious things.

10 Desolate! Desolation and ruin! Hearts melt and knees
tremble; anguish is in all loins; all faces grow pale!

11 Where is the lions’ den, the feeding place of the young li-
ons, where the lion and lioness went, where his cubs were,
with none to disturb?

12 The lion tore enough for his cubs and strangled prey for
his lionesses; he filled his caves with prey and his dens with
torn flesh.

13 Behold, I am against you, declares the LORD of hosts,
and I will burn your chariots in smoke, and the sword shall
devour your young lions. I will cut off your prey from the
earth, and the voice of your messengers shall no longer be
heard.
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What was it like at the end of
Nineveh? (2:10)

What did God tell Israel that
was once laid waste? (2:2)
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Nineveh was the capital of Assyria and a symbol of wealth,
power, and prosperity. But Nineveh was filled with cruelty, all
kinds of sins and arrogance that were detested by God. God
passed judgment against Nineveh by sending attackers to the
city(2:1).

The attackers and chariots storm the city, destroy it, and kill
and capture the troops as prisoners(2:7). The king like a lion
and the queen like a lioness were captured and taken away,
and the princes like young lions would be put to the
sword(2:13). Nineveh was once a very affluent city but as the
city fell, huge amounts of silver and gold and beautiful tools
accumulated in the city would be plundered(2:9). Once a
strong and beautiful city of evil, Nineveh would be desolate
and empty and the remaining population would be discour—-
aged and suffer in unrest(2:10).

God would never tolerate the prosperity of the evil and would
judge and destroy them by sending the attackers. That is why
Nahum proclaimed that the end of the evil would not be pros-
perity but utter destruction.
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Nineveh’s many schemes and wars caused bloodshed of the
people, and Nineveh committed a great deal of sins by killing
so many people. Many nations were enslaved by witchcraft
and sorcery. As Cush and Egypt fell, Nineveh would be de—
stroyed by fire and by sword.

Nahum 3:1-12

1 Woe to the bloody city, all full of lies and plunder-- no end
to the prey!

2 The crack of the whip, and rumble of the wheel, galloping
horse and bounding chariot!

3 Horsemen charging, flashing sword and glittering spear,
hosts of slain, heaps of corpses, dead bodies without end--
they stumble over the bodies!

4 And all for the countless whorings of the prostitute, grace-
ful and of deadly charms, who betrays nations with her
whorings, and peoples with her charms.

5Behold, I am against you, declares the LORD of hosts, and
will lift up your skirts over your face; and I will make na-
tions look at your nakedness and kingdoms at your shame.

6 I will throw filth at you and treat you with contempt and
make you a spectacle.

7 And all who look at you will shrink from you and say,
Wasted is Nineveh; who will grieve for her? Where shall I
seek comforters for you?

8 Are you better than Thebes that sat by the Nile, with water
around her, her rampart a sea, and water her wall?

9 Cush was her strength; Egypt too, and that without limit;
Putand the Libyans were her helpers.

10 Yet she became an exile; she went into captivity; her in-
fants were dashed in pieces at the head of every street; for
her honored men lots were cast, and all her great men were
bound in chains.

11You also will be drunken; you will go into hiding; you will
seek arefuge from the enemy.

12 All your fortresses are like fig trees with first-ripe figs-- if
shaken they fall into the mouth of the eater.
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How did the end come for
Cush and Egypt that were
once strong nations? (3:10)
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Why did the people who had
heard of the fall of Nineveh
rejoice and clap their hands?
(3:19
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Jonah was ordered by God to go to Nineveh and proclaim the
Word of God. Jonah traveled through the city of Nineveh all
day and proclaimed that Nineveh would be destroyed within
40 days. The people of Nineveh trusted God through Jonah
and declared fasting and wore sackcloth and repented. Even
the king of Nineveh took off his royal robes and wore sack—
cloth and repented in ashes. As God saw how Nineveh re—
pented and returned from their wicked ways, God changed
His mind and decided not to destroy Nineveh.

Many centuries later God chose Nahum to proclaim the de-
struction of Nineveh. But Nineveh did not heed the Word of
God through Nahum. Rather, indulging in war they became
more cruel and violent, engaging deeply in debauchery and
sorcery and they turned into a depraved city. Then the de-
struction of Nineveh came abruptly. People who heard of the
destruction of the cruel city Nineveh were delighted and
clapped their hands in approval(3:19). Not only God but every-
one rejoices at the fall of the evil. Nineveh that was once
saved by repentance at the time of Jonah had finally fallen
because of their disobedience at the time of Nahum.
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In the second year of King Darius, on the first day of the
sixth month, Haggai the prophet rebuked the people who
had returned to Jerusalem from slavery in Babylon for their
delay in rebuilding the temple of God. Twenty—four days after
hearing the message of God through Haggai, the people and
their leaders began rebuilding the temple.

Haggai 1:1-12

1 In the second year of Darius the king, in the sixth month,
on the first day of the month, the word of the LORD came
by the hand of Haggai the prophet to Zerubbabel the son of
Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of Je-
hozadak, the high priest:

2 “Thus says the LORD of hosts: These people say the time
has not yet come to rebuild the house of the LORD.”

3 Then the word of the LORD came by the hand of Haggai
the prophet,

4 “Is it a time for you yourselves to dwell in your paneled
houses, while this house lies in ruins?

5 Now, therefore, thus says the LORD of hosts: Consider
your ways.

6 You have sown much, and harvested little. You eat, but
you never have enough; you drink, but you never have your
fill. You clothe yourselves, but no one is warm. And he who
earns wages does so to put them into a bag with holes.

7“Thus says the LORD of hosts: Consider your ways.

8 Go up to the hills and bring wood and build the house, that
I may take pleasure in it and that I may be glorified, says the
LORD.

2 You looked for much, and behold, it came to little. And
when you brought it home, I blew it away. Why? declares
the LORD of hosts. Because of my house that lies in ruins,
while each of you busies himself with his own house.

10 Therefore the heavens above you have withheld the dew,
and the earth has withheld its produce.

11 And I have called for a drought on the land and the hills,
on the grain, the new wine, the oil, on what the ground brings
forth, on man and beast, and on all their labors.”

12 Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua the son
of Jehozadak, the high priest, with all the remnant of the
people, obeyed the voice of the LORD their God, and the
words of Haggai the prophet, as the LORD their God had
sent him. And the people feared the LORD.
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Who were the leaders of Je-
rusalem at the time of Hag-
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When the people of Judah returned to their devastated Jeru—
salem from slavery in Babylon, they were busy rebuilding their
own houses and planting seeds to grow crops and vineyards.
Though they expected to reap abundant harvest, the drought
resulted in scarce harvest. The wages of their labor was like
putting them in a purse with holes in it. Their livelihood was so
poor that they could not even think about rebuilding the tem-
ple. People thought about their own livelihood first and once
that was taken care of, then they would pay attention to the
temple. It was not yet time to worry about rebuilding the tem—
ple(1:2).

Through Haggai the prophet the people came to the realization
why their livelihood was so poor. It was because they did not
first rebuild the temple that lay devastated(1:8). The temple
was the house of God where God dwells, therefore the God
from whom blessings flow was not with them. When the
people decided to heed the Word of the LORD and begin re-
building the temple, the LORD declared through Haggai the
prophet, “l am with you.”(1:13)
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Through the Prophet Haggai on the twenty—first day of the
seventh month, God says that the glory of the newly built
temple will be greater than its former glory. He also promis—
es blessings to them on the twenty—fourth day of the ninth
month, when the foundation of the Lord’s Temple is laid.

Haggai 2:4-9, 12-19

4Yet now be strong, O Zerubbabel, declares the LORD. Be strong,
O Joshua, son of Jehozadak, the high priest. Be strong, all you peo-
ple of the land, declares the LORD. Work, for I am with you, de-
clares the LORD of hosts,

5 according to the covenant that I made with you when you came
out of Egypt. My Spirit remains in your midst. Fear not.

6 For thus says the LORD of hosts: Yet once more, in a little while, [
will shake the heavens and the earth and the sea and the dry land.

7 And I will shake all nations, so that the treasures of all nations
shall come in, and I will fill this house with glory, says the LORD of
hosts.

8 The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, declares the LORD of
hosts.

9 The latter glory of this house shall be greater than the former, says
the LORD of hosts. And in this place I will give peace, declares the
LORD ofhosts.”

12 “If someone carries holy meat in the fold of his garment and
touches with his fold bread or stew or wine or oil or any kind of
food, does it become holy?’” The priests answered and said, “No.”
13 Then Haggai said, “If someone who is unclean by contact with
a dead body touches any of these, does it become unclean?” The
priests answered and said, “It does become unclean.”

14 Then Haggai answered and said, “So is it with this people, and
with this nation before me, declares the LORD, and so with every
work of their hands. And what they offer there is unclean.

15 Now then, consider from this day onward. Before stone was
placed upon stone in the temple of the LORD,

16 how did you fare? When one came to a heap of twenty measures,
there were but ten. When one came to the wine vat to draw fifty
measures, there were but twenty.

17 1 struck you and all the products of your toil with blight and
with mildew and with hail, yet you did not turn to me, declares the
LORD.

18 Consider from this day onward, from the twenty-fourth day of
the ninth month. Since the day that the foundation of the LORD’s
temple was laid, consider:

19 Is the seed yet in the barn? Indeed, the vine, the fig tree, the
pomegranate, and the olive tree have yielded nothing. But from this
day on I will bless you.”
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The beautiful temple that Solomon had built was totally de-
stroyed by the Babylonian army who did not leave one
stone(2:15). The ruins that unfolded before the people’s eyes
only caused them to feel grief, anxiety, and frustration. The
reconstruction of the temple was beyond their imagination.
However, God promised the people who were discouraged
that when the temple is rebuilt, its glory would be greater than
before and that through the temple He would give peace(2:9).
He encouraged Zerubbabel and Joshua, who took the lead in
rebuilding the collapsed temple, to strengthen themselves,
and encouraged all the people as well(2:4). God encouraged
the people not to be afraid, that the Spirit of God would con—
tinue to remain among those building the temple(2:5). When
the temple was abandoned in ruins, there were disasters, but
from the very day when the foundation of the temple was laid,
God promised to bless them(2:19).

At first, it seemed impossible to build a temple in the ruins,
but because of God’s constant encouragement and promise to
create something out of nothing, the collapsed temple could
be completely rebuilt.
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In Chapter 1, through Zechariah God tells the people to re—
turn and prophecies the reconstruction of Jerusalem and
the building of the temple. In Chapter 2, Zechariah foretells a
vision of measuring Jerusalem to be rebuilt and the nations
that plundered Israel will be destroyed, Zion will be restored,
and many nations will become Jehovah's people.

Zechariah 1:1-11

1In the eighth month, in the second year of Darius, the word
of the LORD came to the prophet Zechariah, the son of
Berechiah, son of Iddo, saying,

2“The LORD was very angry with your fathers.

3 Therefore say to them, Thus declares the LORD of hosts:
Return to me, says the LORD of hosts, and I will return to
you, says the LORD ofhosts.

4 Do not be like your fathers, to whom the former prophets
cried out, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, Return from your
evil ways and from your evil deeds.” But they did not hear or
pay attention to me, declares the LORD.

5 Your fathers, where are they? And the prophets, do they
live forever?

6 But my words and my statutes, which I commanded my
servants the prophets, did they not overtake your fathers? So
they repented and said, As the LORD of hosts purposed to
deal with us for our ways and deeds, so has he dealt with us.”

7 On the twenty-fourth day of the eleventh month, which is
the month of Shebat, in the second year of Darius, the word
of the LORD came to the prophet Zechariah, the son of
Berechiah, son of Iddo, saying,

8“T saw in the night, and behold, a man riding on ared horse!
He was standing among the myrtle trees in the glen, and be-
hind him were red, sorrel, and white horses.

9Then I said, “What are these, my lord?’ The angel who talk-
ed with me said to me, ‘I will show you what they are.’

10 So the man who was standing among the myrtle trees an-
swered, ‘These are they whom the LORD has sent to patrol
the earth.’

11 And they answered the angel of the LORD who was
standing among the myrtle trees, and said, ‘We have pa-
trolled the earth, and behold, all the earth remains at rest.’

=]
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SILIEE MXXEE Sot¢ O]
AZLAOA FAS [HLEA SOt
Qe UESINSLITR @E)
What did God tell Israel to
leave in order to return to
God? (1:4)

SILEEH SO0t7t7| IGHA Lh7t
[EHLHH2{0F & 22 SAULITN?
What do | have to leave to go
back to God?
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Because of the downfall of Jerusalem, where God’s house
was, God left Jerusalem. As a result, Jerusalem was brutally
trampled by the Babylonian army, and the temple from which
God had left was also destroyed. Before Jerusalem was de-
stroyed, God sent prophets ahead of time to tell them to re-
turn to Jehovah from their evil ways and deeds. However, the
ancestors of Israel at that time neither paid attention nor lis—
tened(1:4). God was very angry with them(1:2). The result was
the destruction of Jerusalem.

Seventy years after Jerusalem was destroyed, God gives a
word to the prophets Haggai and Zechariah to prophesy in the
same year. God’s will is for the Israelites to return to Him
again. That is why the prophet Zechariah proclaimed to the
people to return to Him. He promised that if the Israelites re-
turned to God, God would also return to them(1:3). When Is-
rael returns, God will return to protect, care for, and bless his
people.
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In Chapter 3, Zechariah was told that Joshua, the high priest
who wore beautiful clothes and a clean turban before God,
would obey God’s law and fulfill his callings, and that God
would atone for the earth in just one day. In Chapter 4,
Zechariah sees a vision of the gold lampstand and two olive
trees with Zerubbabel and Joshua.

Zechariah 4:1-14

1 And the angel who talked with me came again and woke
me, like aman who is awakened out of his sleep.

2 And he said to me, “What do you see?” I said, “I see, and
behold, a lampstand all of gold, with a bowl on the top of i,
and seven lamps on it, with seven lips on each of the lamps
that are on the top of it.

3 And there are two olive trees by it, one on the right of the
bowl and the other on its left.”

4 And I said to the angel who talked with me, “What are
these, my lord?”

5 Then the angel who talked with me answered and said
to me, “Do you not know what these are?” I said, “No, my
lord.”

6 Then he said to me, “This is the word of the LORD to
Zerubbabel: Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit,
says the LORD of hosts.

7 Who are you, O great mountain? Before Zerubbabel you
shall become a plain. And he shall bring forward the top
stone amid shouts of ‘Grace, grace to it!””

8Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying,

2 “The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this
house; his hands shall also complete it. Then you will know
that the LORD of hosts has sent me to you.

10 For whoever has despised the day of small things shall re-
joice, and shall see the plumb line in the hand of Zerubba-
bel. “These seven are the eyes of the LORD, which range
through the whole earth.”

11 Then I said to him, “What are these two olive trees on the
right and the left of the lampstand?”

12 And a second time I answered and said to him, “What are
these two branches of the olive trees, which are beside the
two golden pipes from which the golden oil is poured out?”
13 He said to me, “Do you not know what these are?” I said,
“No, my lord.”

14 Then he said, “These are the two anointed ones who stand
by the Lord of the whole earth.”

With only what can the work
of Governor Zerubbabel be
completed? (4:6)

ASHHE &0 Q= CHEES £
A2 ISt =AULTIR (9, 10%)
What is the plumb line in
Zerubbabel’s hand for?
(4:9-10)
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The pure gold lampstand clearly illuminates the sanctuary
where God is. Zechariah sees this lampstand in a vision(4:2).
Next to the lampstand, two olive trees are seen, one on each
side of the bowl(4:3). Two golden crowns, each with unusual
gold oil flowing out, were facing the branches of the olive
trees on the left and right. To Zechariah’s question, the angel
replies that the two olive trees refer to the two anointed(4:14).
That is, the two olive trees refer to Joshua the high priest and
Zerubbabel the governor as those who were poured out with
gold oil. Just as the pure gold lampstand stands before God in
the Most Holy, Joshua and Zerubbabel, the two olive trees,
are said to be those who stand before God(4:14).

Through Joshua and Zerubbabel anointed with gold oil, God
will restore fallen Israel. For Zerubbabel, the anointed gover—
nor, God will let him build the temple with kingly power. Josh-
ua, the anointed high priest, will be clothed with beautiful
clothes and a clean turban(3:4-5) and will restore the defiled
faith of Israel to holiness.



NEEE

Journaling with Jesus

=9| ZAl Thanks Note
(1]

O+l

|

SHAl

o

(3]

HSLITR
A 7= first moment Prayer

SAlreading & QT

ol

22 One Word

r

EE=7 |5 One Prayer

StLFE S| 0FE, 2419 O+ God's heart & your heart

=30 20,

2| Taking it deeper, further

42 2loll For Walking with Jesus

O

O O o g

facebook @7/z¢ 91=0z

89



17

August | 3 Tue

UsHAI= A

Holy Spirit at work

%EE-.-_- Reading Plan

27VeF Zechariah
5-6%

®

A193%
Mo| BHIZ 202U

0=7|= Opening Prayer

0] 2{0f|A

KHIE HIFEANM.

Lord. Have Mercy on Us.
950/ 8 o, Nig FH|
Doing & Being for Today

90

S5ZUM ATIet= HOPte F20t2] gt ofjsf gHaks =Lk
6Y0M= A2t U EA 2eE 20 GH—FE.'S ATtEFOA
A0t ZOIM 21t 55 &oF HRHS USH HHARY 62
FOLOfIA| 420 g A0 2ot BS5S HEot2tl ofALt.

A2t 6:1-14

TUHE 42 Bo] B2 ] WAZH 5 A Afolol A Lt
L) 4R 7 Aboleie

23 A B2 Lol B WAL AL o)
A AL A 2ol A WAL o141 AT

Tt

wEol glAet

AU7F YA Zoh= HAA Eof o] 25 W 0] o] A
Zo] Bojo]ujo]7} 5t

s AP} fgato] o] 25 of Hso] v Bleld) &
Ae] = kol A gl U7He Solet el
AR we RE go2 Wi A ge IRg UL
TN T HEFo 2 1w

PR e b 9] 7.7 3 s 7ol
= H 714 Y7HA ‘IPOH T ozt st =
o] 2 chele}

8 717} WA @A Lo o|= H&£0 2 Ut RS0
B 2o ] 4& 417 st et siat

901 2.9k Tgo| YA sto] o] =AIH

10 A23H2) 7} 7190 HPREZo AR Sofe Arfe}
=ujope} ojctolr} AnLES] o} @ AJofe] o] Sof
Zidy v ol gl Lol Soi7kA LSolAIA
11 o3} 22 dlo} HETS E‘ﬂ s A9 o} 5
AR o] s5ote] Bllo] 4

1285}o] o]27]& W9 OMQMW o|go] T&a}
Al Bet o2} o] Fot= Algo] A7 Lol A =obt
A ojzoto] A AZ5}elet

13707} ol 50k Wg A%l g fal T A=
oobA thad o] 8 E Aol 2] A2lo] gloe]
1 o] & Afolo] s}e] oji=o] 3l olet s}aict ok
14 1 HR -2 W7} mujofe} oictofol AnfLie] o} 5
A& 7195 floto] o 2ok 4 Qtofl 72 shAjuzt

o
T
U
=



In Chapter 5, Zechariah sees the vision of the flying scroll
and the vision of the woman. In Chapter 6 Zechariah sees a
vision of four chariots. God tells Zechariah to take silver and
gold from Josiah’s house to make a crown, put it on Joshua
the high priest, and proclaim the message about the building
of the temple.

Zechariah 6:1-14

1 Again [ lifted my eyes and saw, and behold, four chariots
came out from between two mountains. And the mountains
were mountains of bronze.

2The first chariot had red horses, the second black horses,

3 the third white horses, and the fourth chariot dappled hors-
es--all of them strong.

4Then I answered and said to the angel who talked with me,
“What are these, my lord?”
5 And the angel answered and said to me, “These are going

out to the four winds of heaven, after presenting themselves
before the LORD of all the earth.

6 The chariot with the black horses goes toward the north
country, the white ones go after them, and the dappled ones
go toward the south country.”

7 When the strong horses came out, they were impatient to
go and patrol the earth. And he said, “Go, patrol the earth.”-
So they patrolled the earth.

8 Then he cried to me, “Behold, those who go toward the
north country have set my Spirit at rest in the north country.”
2 And the word of the LORD came to me:

10 “Take from the exiles Heldai, Tobijah, and Jedaiah, who
have arrived from Babylon, and go the same day to the
house of Josiah, the son of Zephaniah.

11 Take from them silver and gold, and make a crown, and
set it on the head of Joshua, the son of Jehozadak, the high
priest.

12 And say to him, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, “Behold,
the man whose name is the Branch: for he shall branch out
from his place, and he shall build the temple of the LORD.

13 It is he who shall build the temple of the LORD and shall
bear royal honor, and shall sit and rule on his throne. And
there shall be a priest on his throne, and the counsel of peace
shall be between them both.””’

14 And the crown shall be in the temple of the LORD as a re-
minder to Helem, Tobijah, Jedaiah, and Hen the son of Zeph-
aniah.
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SZO= 7t HAHS0| 2f oLt
o| = Al stRSMa?
(5:8-11)

Why did the chariots that
went north let God’s Spirit
rest? (5:8-11)

92| 7126 0| ANE 2=
22 RoRILR

What is blocking the work of
the Holy Spirit among us?
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The prophet Zechariah sees four chariots emerging between
two bronze mountains(6:1). The angel tells Zechariah that
these are “the four spirits of heaven”(6:5). The Lord sum-
moned Zechariah and said, “Look, those going toward the
north country have given my Spirit rest in the land of the
north.”(6:8) All the words for “spirit” are the same word “ruah”
in Hebrew, but they have been translated differently. Like the
wind, the spirit is invisible to the eye, but it certainly exists.
Just as the existence of the wind can be indicated by its influ—
ence or effect, so is the existence of the spirit.

Through the vision of the woman, God let sin build and stay in
the land of Sinar, the capital of Babylon in the north(5:11). So it
is said that the chariots that went north gave God'’s Spirit
rest(6:8). However, the other chariots wandered in all direc—
tions and immediately caused the work of the Holy Spirit so
that the Spirit of God could work as if the wind blew. Then
God made preparations for the building of the temple through
the prophet Zechariah(6:9-15). According to the order of the
text, the temple, the house of God, is built when the Holy
Spirit works.
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The people of Bethel inquire of the priests and prophets
about the fasting in the fifth month, according to tradition.
Through Zechariah, God points out that their fasting over the
past seventy years was for themselves rather than for God.
It is also said that the reason He scattered Israel and devas-
tated the land was because of their disobedience.

Zechariah 7:3-14

3 saying to the priests of the house of the LORD of hosts and
the prophets, “Should I weep and abstain in the fifth month,
as I have done for so many years?”

4Then the word of the LORD of hosts came to me:

5“Say to all the people of the land and the priests, When you
fasted and mourned in the fifth month and in the seventh, for
these seventy years, was it for me that you fasted?

6 And when you eat and when you drink, do you not eat for
yourselves and drink for yourselves?

7 Were not these the words that the LORD proclaimed by the
former prophets, when Jerusalem was inhabited and pros-
perous, with her cities around her, and the South and the
lowland were inhabited?”

8 And the word of the LORD came to Zechariah, saying,

2 “Thus says the LORD of hosts, Render true judgments,
show kindness and mercy to one another,

10 do not oppress the widow, the fatherless, the sojourner, or
the poor, and let none of you devise evil against another in
your heart.”

11 But they refused to pay attention and turned a stubborn
shoulder and stopped their ears that they might not hear.

12 They made their hearts diamond-hard lest they should
hear the law and the words that the LORD of hosts had sent
by his Spirit through the former prophets. Therefore great
anger came from the LORD ofhosts.

13“As I called, and they would not hear, so they called, and I
would not hear,” says the LORD of hosts,

14 “and I scattered them with a whirlwind among all the na-
tions that they had not known. Thus the land they left was
desolate, so that no one went to and fro, and the pleasant land
was made desolate.”
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How does God want His
people to live? (7:9-10)
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Who is the person who ig—
nites God’s wrath? (7:11-12)
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The Israelites and priests had a tradition of weeping and fast-
ing in May and July of every year. The people of Bethel came
to ask the priests and scribes in the temple if they should keep
this tradition(7:3). At this time, God rebuked the fasting tradi-
tion Israel kept because it was not for God, but for them—
selves(7:6).

God reminded them of what He said through the prophets of
the past. God wanted the Israelites to administer true justice,
to love each other, and to show mercy(7:9). Also, do not op-
press the widow, the orphan, the stranger, or the needy, and
do not scheme against each other(7:10).

What God wanted from them is to love, help, and administer
justice rather than the tradition of fasting and mourning. How-
ever, even though the Israelites kept the tradition, they did not
listen to and obey the above words. As a result, the land was
desolate and the people were all scattered(7:14). Through
Zechariah, God again emphasized that justice, love, compas—
sion, and mercy are more important than traditions and cere-
monies.
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When God restores Jerusalem, the old people stay in peace
on the streets, and children play joyfully. On the day when
the foundation of the temple is laid, the relationships be-
tween people are revitalized and flourish. Many Gentiles will
come to Jerusalem to seek Jehovah.

Zechariah 8:9-22

9 Thus says the LORD of hosts: “Let your hands be strong,
you who in these days have been hearing these words from the
mouth of the prophets who were present on the day that the
foundation of the house of the LORD of hosts was laid, that the
temple might be built.

10 For before those days there was no wage for man or any wage
for beast, neither was there any safety from the foe for him who
went out or came in, for [ set every man against his neighbor.

11 But now I will not deal with the remnant of this people as in
the former days, declares the LORD of hosts.

12 For there shall be a sowing of peace. The vine shall give its
fruit, and the ground shall give its produce, and the heavens
shall give their dew. And I will cause the remnant of this people
to possess all these things.

13 And as you have been a byword of cursing among the na-
tions, O house of Judah and house of Israel, so will I save you,
and you shall be a blessing. Fear not, but let your hands be
strong.”

14 For thus says the LORD of hosts: “As I purposed to bring di-
saster to you when your fathers provoked me to wrath, and I did
notrelent, says the LORD ofhosts,

15 50 again have I purposed in these days to bring good to Jeru-
salem and to the house of Judah; fear not.

16 These are the things that you shall do: Speak the truth to one
another; render in your gates judgments that are true and make
for peace;

17 do not devise evil in your hearts against one another, and love
no false oath, for all these things [ hate, declares the LORD.”

18 And the word of the LORD of hosts came to me, saying,

19 “Thus says the LORD of hosts: The fast of the fourth month
and the fast of the fifth and the fast of the seventh and the fast of
the tenth shall be to the house of Judah seasons of joy and glad-
ness and cheerful feasts. Therefore love truth and peace.

20 “Thus says the LORD of hosts: Peoples shall yet come, even
the inhabitants of many cities.

21 The inhabitants of one city shall go to another, saying, ‘Let
us go at once to entreat the favor of the LORD and to seek the
LORD ofhosts;  myselfam going.’

22 Many peoples and strong nations shall come to seek the
LORD of hosts in Jerusalem and to entreat the favor of the
LORD.
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What day is “that time” in the
phrase “before that time” in
8:10 referring to? (8:9)
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On the wooden cross, what
do the vertical stick and the
horizontal stick represent?
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Miracles have taken place from the day the foundations were
laid to build the temple. In the past, workers did not get paid
for their work, but now they are paid. In the past, people be—
came enemies and blocked each other, but now they go about
their business safely(8:10). The sky also provides them God’s
grace through dew and rain. The vines produce fruit, and the
grains of the earth are brought to fruition in abundance(8:12).
Previously, they were the target of curses among the Gentiles,
but now they are blessed(8:13). As they began building the
temple of God, this amazing change has taken place.
However, through the prophet Zechariah, God said that there
are things that must be kept amid these changes and bless—
ings. They must speak the truth to each other and live a life of
integrity and righteousness(8:16). They should not commit
sins that hurt others and should abandon all lies(8:17).

It is important for God’s people to build a temple high up to
God, but it is also very important to love and stay in harmony
with their neighbors.
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Through Zechariah, God proclaims the words of judgment
against the cities located north of Jerusalem. Then Zechariah
prophesies that the Messiah will come riding a donkey in
Jerusalem and those who have been imprisoned will return.
The Lord will make Israel triumph by attacking Greece and
saving His people.

Zechariah 9:1-12

1 The burden of the word of the LORD is against the land of
Hadrach and Damascus is its resting place. For the LORD
has an eye on mankind and on all the tribes of Israel,

2 and on Hamath also, which borders on it, Tyre and Sidon,
though they are very wise.

3 Tyre has built herself a rampart and heaped up silver like
dust, and fine gold like the mud of the streets.

4 But behold, the Lord will strip her of her possessions and
strike down her power on the sea, and she shall be devoured
by fire.

5 Ashkelon shall see it, and be afraid; Gaza too, and shall
writhe in anguish; Ekron also, because its hopes are con-
founded. The king shall perish from Gaza; Ashkelon shall be
uninhabited;

6 a mixed people shall dwell in Ashdod, and I will cut off the
pride of Philistia.

7 I will take away its blood from its mouth, and its abomina-
tions from between its teeth; it too shall be a remnant for our
God,; it shall be like a clan in Judah, and Ekron shall be like
the Jebusites.

8 Then I will encamp at my house as a guard, so that none
shall march to and fro; no oppressor shall again march over
them, for now [ see with my own eyes.

9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O
daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your king is coming to you;
righteous and having salvation is he, humble and mounted
onadonkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.

10 T will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war horse
from Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he
shall speak peace to the nations; his rule shall be from sea to
sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth.

11 As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with
you, I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.

12 Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; today I
declare that I will restore to you double.
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What is the character of the
King who comes to Jerusa—
lem to bestow salvation?
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personality needs to change
in order to resemble Jesus?
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According to the Old Testament, kings were anointed. David
also became king with Samuel’s anointing(1 Sam. 16:12-13).
In Hebrew, the one anointed is called “the Messiah.” The New
Testament was written initially in Greek, so in Greek the
anointed is called “Christ”.

The prophet Zechariah foretold a marvelous thing. He prophe-
sied that a new king would come to Jerusalem(9:9). This King
is the one who will rule not only in Jerusalem, but to the ends
of the earth(9:10). This King is the One who will bring salvation
not only to Israel but also to the Gentiles. Therefore, when
such a King enters Jerusalem, all the people rejoice and pro—
claim to welcome him with joy. But this great King is humble.
Normally, when kings enter Jerusalem, they ride on horseback
with dignity. But the King foretold by Zechariah doesn’t ride on
a donkey, but a humble King who entered the city of Jerusa—
lem rode on a donkey’s young.

About 500 years later, according to Zechariah’s prophecy, Je-
sus Christ entered Jerusalem on a donkey to save all mankind.
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It begins with a command that people should ask the Lord.
Zechariah declares that then the Lord will take care of the
people of Judah, who wander like lost sheep without a shep—
herd, and strengthen them like warriors. The Lord will save the
family of Joseph, Ephraim. Through Judah, which has become
strong, God will gather and strengthen the scattered Ephraim.

Zechariah 10:1-12

1 Ask rain from the LORD in the season of the spring rain, from
the LORD who makes the storm clouds, and he will give them
showers of rain, to everyone the vegetation in the field.

2 For the household gods utter nonsense, and the diviners see
lies; they tell false dreams and give empty consolation. There-
fore the people wander like sheep; they are afflicted for lack of a
shepherd.

3 “My anger is hot against the shepherds, and I will punish the
leaders; for the LORD of hosts cares for his flock, the house of
Judah, and will make them like his majestic steed in battle.

4 From him shall come the cornerstone, from him the tent peg,
from him the battle bow, from him every ruler--all of them to-
gether.

5 They shall be like mighty men in battle, trampling the foe in
the mud of the streets; they shall fight because the LORD is
with them, and they shall put to shame the riders on horses.

6 “Twill strengthen the house of Judah, and I will save the house
of Joseph. I will bring them back because I have compassion on
them, and they shall be as though I had not rejected them, for [
am the LORD their God and I will answer them.

7 Then Ephraim shall become like a mighty warrior, and their
hearts shall be glad as with wine. Their children shall see it and
be glad; their hearts shall rejoice in the LORD.

8 “T will whistle for them and gather them in, for I have re-
deemed them, and they shall be as many as they were before.

9 Though I scattered them among the nations, yet in far coun-
tries they shall remember me, and with their children they shall
live and return.

10 T will bring them home from the land of Egypt, and gather
them from Assyria, and I will bring them to the land of Gilead
and to Lebanon, till there is no room for them.

11 He shall pass through the sea of troubles and strike down the
waves of the sea, and all the depths of the Nile shall be dried up.
The pride of Assyria shall be laid low, and the scepter of Egypt
shall depart.

12T will make them strong in the LORD, and they shall walk in
his name,” declares the LORD.

The people of Judah were
like lost sheep without a
shepherd. What would God
transform them into? (10:3)

SILIES Mol 2 EF 2E
2 RN op| floll +7E &
ARZ MA|LEQ? (4F)

Who does God use as war—
riors to shame the enemies
on horseback in war? (10:4)
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Rachel’s father Laban had an idol god, which was stolen by
Rachel(Genesis 31:30). The idol god was called “Teraphim”
(Genesis 31:34). It is assumed that this Teraphim resembled a
human figure, and people sometimes kept Teraphim in a
shrine(Judge 17:5) or even in a private home. Martialists, or
shamans, used this Teraphim to do divination. This Teraphim
mentioned in Genesis had been handed down to the time of
Zechariah. Teraphim and the magicians were evil shepherds
who led the people with empty and false words(10:2). In
Zechariah’s day, the people of Judah were wandering and
struggling like lost sheep without a shepherd.

God was angry with these false shepherds. Through the
prophet Zechariah, God declared that He would become a
shepherd and take care of the wandering people of Ju-
dah(10:3). God, the good shepherd, promised to save the
people of Judah and strengthen them as strong as horse-
men(10:6). The evil shepherd leads the sheep to wandering
and hardship, but the good shepherd leads them to salvation.
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The judgment against glorious Lebanon is declared. Then
there is a command for Zechariah to throw thirty pieces of
silver, which was given as wages to the good shepherd who
cares for the poor flock, to the potter. At the end, a curse is
proclaimed against foolish and evil shepherds.

Zechariah 11:4-17

4Thus said the LORD my God: “Become shepherd of the flock
doomed to slaughter.

5 Those who buy them slaughter them and go unpunished, and
those who sell them say, ‘Blessed be the LORD, I have become
rich,”and their own shepherds have no pity on them.

6 For I will no longer have pity on the inhabitants of this land, de-
clares the LORD. Behold, I will cause each of them to fall into the
hand of his neighbor, and each into the hand of his king, and they
shall crush the land, and I will deliver none from their hand.”

7 So I became the shepherd of the flock doomed to be slaugh-
tered by the sheep traders. And I took two staffs, one I named
Favor, the other  named Union. And I tended the sheep.

8 In one month I destroyed the three shepherds. But I became
impatient with them, and they also detested me.

9 So I 'said, “I will not be your shepherd. What is to die, let it die.
What is to be destroyed, let it be destroyed. And let those who
are left devour the flesh of one another.”

10 And I took my staff Favor, and I broke it, annulling the cove-
nant that [ had made with all the peoples.

11 So it was annulled on that day, and the sheep traders, who
were watching me, knew that it was the word of the LORD.

12 Then I said to them, “If it seems good to you, give me my
wages; but if not, keep them.” And they weighed out as my
wages thirty pieces of silver.

13 Then the LORD said to me, “Throw it to the potter”--the
lordly price at which I was priced by them. So I took the thirty
pieces of silver and threw them into the house of the LORD, to
the potter.

14 Then I broke my second staff Union, annulling the brother-
hood between Judah and Israel.

15 Then the LORD said to me, “Take once more the equipment
of a foolish shepherd.

16 For behold, I am raising up in the land a shepherd who does
not care for those being destroyed, or seek the young or heal the
maimed or nourish the healthy, but devours the flesh of the fat
ones, tearing off even their hoofs.

17 “Woe to my worthless shepherd, who deserts the flock! May
the sword strike his arm and his right eye! Let his arm be wholly
withered, his right eye utterly blinded!”
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Whose wage is the thirty
pieces of silver for? (11:13)
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What is the Word of God’s
promise for you now?
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Prophet Zechariah saw a vision that Jehovah asked people to
pay His wages according to their wishes. They gave Zechariah
thirty pieces of silver for Jehovah’s wages(11:12). Then the
Lord told Zechariah to throw the wages that the people gave
him to the potter. So Zechariah took thirty pieces of silver from
the House of the Lord and threw them to the potter(11:13).
One of Jesus’ disciples, Judas Iscariot, went to the high
priests to sell Jesus, and asked for the ransom. They weighed
thirty pieces of silver for Jesus’ ransom and gave it to Ju-
das(Matthew 26:15). Later, Judas Iscariot, who repented of
sin, threw his thirty silver into the temple and withdrew to
hang himself to death(Matthew 27:5). The high priests said
that it is not right to put the money into the temple’s treasury,
and after discussing with each other, they bought the potter’s
field with thirty pieces of silver(Matthew 27:7).

The esoteric prophecy that Zechariah saw became clarified
about 500 years later when Jesus died on the cross. God

3|9} AIHXIE Qlst 7= surely fulfilled that prophecy.
Prayer for Churches & Pastors

R BIRIGISIZR] 8], OIS H(NY)

116



NEEE

Journaling with Jesus

=9| ZAl Thanks Note
(1]

O+l

|

SHAl

o

(3]

HSLITR
A 7= first moment Prayer

SAlreading & QT

ol

22 One Word

r

EE=7 |5 One Prayer

StLFE S| 0FE, 2419 O+ God's heart & your heart

=30 20,

2| Taking it deeper, further

42 2loll For Walking with Jesus

O

O O o g

facebook @7/z¢ 91=0z

117



24

o|AZIA9] 37

Israel's repentance

EEE2 Reading Plan

27VeF Zechariah
12%

®

M143E(E141%)

AT ot

04=7|= Opening Prayer

F0f 22]0|AH

KH|E HIFANM.

Lord. Have Mercy on Us.
950/ 8 o, Nig FH|

Doing & Being for Today

118

HOIRIR0| H2AAS X[ Q= HO| S HOICE 2L 8
Ciol XIERISS Ol BE DIZSS o0, o2 202

Ois2t2 HO[2f0F elE ¥ SHot= LetES Eotelet

AJ12k12:1-6, 9-14

1 o] Aealo] 3 ol 52}o] A9 Wolel ol 5o
SH5-2 WIAE BO| B2 A|9AIe Al olef g
oAl o]7ko]2 Al

2 52} Yt | 24710 2 1 AR BE R4 5
Shc #to] 4] & Alojet ol 24ko] o244 o] 4
chol7i] o] 2ejet

31 ol Y o 2891 BE WZo]A] 2L So]
w4 32U T4 EE BE A 3A 4% Zojet A
sharsto] AL Xelx Lol

i

= T
glo] 15| hby wte] ol ok wrlgrol 92 Al
chgHet
61 2ol Y7} f AEAES U 718to] 32 2
) 30 A1 Apolo] 3% 2 sty T50] 1
o gt BE QXSS BALZ Folg A A
S0 oA TE 2 o= o] AbA efet
2] 2ALS A O o] hehE & 1 o] vt Eat
718 gz
07} ch519) 3k o) ALY Flo)A) 2 Fh 7ok
X3 Fof Felu J50] 1 A v} 12 vepr 1
£ Siste] ofEol/1Z EA12 oJ5tol ofE st se 1
£ Sl3fe] B 2517|S HA2 9istol B2} ohel 2t
11 o] o 2. 830] 2 o} 5] 9ol BAE 2]
StERE R 2o 9l of 524 22 lolet
2.2 2t £0] )z o E 5} k99| S o] k2 5}
1 159] o So] w2 shu Leke] o] m ol
259 ophEo] w5y
12 g919] Fdo] M2 3t I59) ohfSo] M 3o
A gi0]] £ %o w2 5}t 15| oh o] w2 s
1 BE g 2% 2] 0 81 159 ohfSol ut
2 3fele}



There will be a day when all nations from all over the world
come to Jerusalem. On that day the leaders of Judah will
destroy all the nations surrounding them, and the inhabitants
of Jerusalem will be strengthened by the Lord to destroy the
nations that are attacking.

Zechariah 12:1-6, 9-14

1The burden of the word of the LORD concerning Israel: Thus
declares the LORD, who stretched out the heavens and founded
the earth and formed the spirit of man within him:

2“Behold, I am about to make Jerusalem a cup of staggering to
all the surrounding peoples. The siege of Jerusalem will also be
against Judah.

3 On that day I will make Jerusalem a heavy stone for all the
peoples. All who lift it will surely hurt themselves. And all the
nations of the earth will gather against it.

4 On that day, declares the LORD, I will strike every horse with
panic, and its rider with madness. But for the sake of the house
of Judah I will keep my eyes open, when I strike every horse of
the peoples with blindness.

5 Then the clans of Judah shall say to themselves, ‘The inhab-
itants of Jerusalem have strength through the LORD of hosts,
their God.”

6 “On that day I will make the clans of Judah like a blazing pot
in the midst of wood, like a flaming torch among sheaves. And
they shall devour to the right and to the left all the surrounding
peoples, while Jerusalem shall again be inhabited in its place, in
Jerusalem.

9 And on that day I will seek to destroy all the nations that come
against Jerusalem.

10 “And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabi-
tants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and pleas for mercy, so that,
when they look on me, on him whom they have pierced, they
shall mourn for him, as one mourns for an only child, and weep
bitterly over him, as one weeps over a firstborn.

11 0On that day the mourning in Jerusalem will be as great as the
mourning for Hadad-rimmon in the plain of Megiddo.

12 The land shall mourn, each family by itself: the family of
the house of David by itself, and their wives by themselves;
the family of the house of Nathan by itself, and their wives by
themselves;

13 the family of the house of Levi by itself, and their wives by
themselves; the family of the Shimeites by itself, and their
wives by themselves;

14and all the families that are left, each by itself, and their wives
by themselves.
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What day does “that day”
refer to in the text? (12:2-3)
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What happened when God
poured out the spirit of grace
and supplication on the in-
habitants of Jerusalem?
(12:10-14)
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It is said that on the last day, as drinkers flock with wine glass—
es, all nations under the heavens will flock to Jerusalem with
troops to surround Jerusalem(12:2-3). On that day, God will
help Judah by striking and blinding the horses of the nation
attacking Jerusalem(12:4). God will give strength to the inhab-
itants of Jerusalem, so that the weak will be strong like David
the mighty man, and the people of Judah will be like the an—
gels of God(12:8). On that day Judah’s leaders will burn all the
nations surrounding Jerusalem, like torches among the
grain(12:6). All nations will rush to attack Jerusalem, but in the
end those attacking will be seriously injured(12:3).

On that day, there will be great mourning in Jerusalem(12:11),
because they stabbed him in Jerusalem. They didn't know at
the time when he was stabbed with a crown of thorns,
stabbed with a spear, stabbed with a nail. But on that day,
when God poured out a spirit of grace and supplication on
them, they realized their wrongdoing, looked at him, and re—
pented and wept for him(12:10-14).
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On that day, in the end times, a fountain of cleansing from
sin and filth will open. The spirit of impurity will leave the
earth and false prophets will be ashamed of themselves. A
third of the earth will perish, and a third will be refined and
become God’s people.

Zechariah 13:1-9

1%“On that day there shall be a fountain opened for the house
of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, to cleanse them
from sin and uncleanness.

2“And on that day, declares the LORD of hosts, I will cut off
the names of the idols from the land, so that they shall be re-
membered no more. And also I will remove from the land
the prophets and the spirit of uncleanness.

3 And if anyone again prophesies, his father and mother who
bore him will say to him, ‘You shall not live, for you speak
lies in the name of the LORD.” And his father and mother
who bore him shall pierce him through when he prophesies.

4 “On that day every prophet will be ashamed of his vision
when he prophesies. He will not put on a hairy cloak in order
to deceive,

5but he will say, ‘I am no prophet, I am a worker of the soil,
for aman sold me in my youth.’

6 And if one asks him, “What are these wounds on your
back?’ he will say, ‘The wounds I received in the house of
my friends.’

7 “Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, against the man
who stands next to me,” declares the LORD of hosts.”Strike
the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered; I will turn my
hand against the little ones.

8 In the whole land, declares the LORD, two thirds shall be
cut off and perish, and one third shall be left alive.

9 And I will put this third into the fire, and refine them as one
refines silver, and test them as gold is tested. They will call
upon my name, and I will answer them. [ will say, ‘They are
my people’; and they will say, “The LORD is my God.””
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On that day, what will disap—
pear from this earth? (13:2)
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What are the tests | must
overcome now in order to
become God'’s people?
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In the end times, God will command the sword to strike the
shepherds. It means to wipe out the shepherds. Since these
shepherds are false prophets and liars in the name of God, the
text says “my shepherd” or “my partner”(13:7). These false
prophets were those who wore fur coats and deceived peo-
ple(13:4). When a false prophet prophesies according to God’s
word, his parents will stab him with the sword(13:3). If it turns
out that he is a false prophet, he will be beaten up and harmed
by people or friends he has cheated(13:6).

When false prophets die and disappear, the people who follow
them will be scattered like lost sheep without a shepherd, and
God will open a hand of salvation for these poor sheep(13:7).
At this time, two-thirds of the earth will be destroyed and only
one-third will survive(13:8). The remaining third will cry out to
God, as they are tried in fiery suffering like silver and gold un-
dergoing refinement in fire. God answers this cry and will call
them “my people”(13:9).
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Prayer for Churches & Pastors
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When the fall of Jerusalem comes, the Mount of Olives will
split in two from east to west, and life-giving waters will
burst out of Jerusalem. God becomes King and there will
never be a curse in His kingdom again. God will bring disas—
ter to all the nations that struck Jerusalem, and the remnant
of the Gentiles will worship the Lord.

Zechariah 14:1-11

1Behold, a day is coming for the LORD, when the spoil tak-
en from you will be divided in your midst.

2 For [ will gather all the nations against Jerusalem to battle,
and the city shall be taken and the houses plundered and the
women raped. Half of the city shall go out into exile, but the
rest of the people shall not be cut off from the city.

3 Then the LORD will go out and fight against those nations
as when he fights on a day of battle.

4 On that day his feet shall stand on the Mount of Olives that
lies before Jerusalem on the east, and the Mount of Olives
shall be split in two from east to west by a very wide valley,
so that one half of the Mount shall move northward, and the
other half'southward.

5 And you shall flee to the valley of my mountains, for the
valley of the mountains shall reach to Azal. And you shall
flee as you fled from the earthquake in the days of Uzziah
king of Judah. Then the LORD my God will come, and all
the holy ones with him.

6 On that day there shall be no light, cold, or frost.

7 And there shall be a unique day, which is known to the
LORD, neither day nor night, but at evening time there shall
be light.

8 On that day living waters shall flow out from Jerusalem,
half of them to the eastern sea and half of them to the western
sea.It shall continue in summer as in winter.

2 And the LORD will be king over all the earth. On that day
the LORD will be one and his name one.

10 The whole land shall be turned into a plain from Geba to
Rimmon south of Jerusalem. But Jerusalem shall remain
aloft on its site from the Gate of Benjamin to the place of
the former gate, to the Corner Gate, and from the Tower of
Hananel to the king’s winepresses.

11 And it shall be inhabited, for there shall never again be a
decree of utter destruction.Jerusalem shall dwell in security.
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On that day, what did Zecha-
riah say will flow out from
Jerusalem, half of it east to
the Dead Sea and half of it
west to the Mediterranean
Sea? (14:8)

2N HWZ0f| SHLEEO| o FA
= AHSHEELIIR
For what reason did God
judge Jerusalem?
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As the prophet Zechariah foretold that the living water will
spring out of Jerusalem on that day(14:8), Jesus proclaimed in
Jerusalem, “If anyone is thirsty, come to me and drink; Who-
ever believes in me will flow out of from within them a river of
living water”(John 7:37, 38). As Zechariah prophesied that the
Mount of Olives in front of Jerusalem would split in two from
east to west (14:4) when Jesus was crucified, the land of Je—
rusalem experienced an earthquake, rock burst, and the veil of
the sanctuary was split in two(Matthew 27:51). As Zechariah
prophesied that the forked valley would be a refuge(14:5), the
way to the salvation of mankind was opened to God through
the torn veil of the sanctuary. As Zechariah prophesied that
there would be no light on that day, and that the sources of
light will no longer shine(14:6), when Jesus died, the sun lost
its light, and darkness covered the earth for three hours(Luke
23:44).

Zechariah prophesied the day of the Lord when Jerusalem
would be captured, plundered, and taken captive(14:1-2). As
he prophesied, Jerusalem, where Jesus was crucified and
killed, was captured by an army led by Titus, the Roman gen-
eral, around AD 70. Jerusalem was destroyed and the people
were taken captive.
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Malachi’s prophecy speaks to Israel who doubts God’s love,
rebukes the priests who despise God, and reproaches the
people for offering defiled sacrifices. On the other hand, the
Gentile nations will offer pure offerings in honor of God’s
name.

Malachi 1:2-13

2“T have loved you,” says the LORD. But you say, “How have
you loved us?””Is not Esau Jacob’s brother?” declares the
LORD. “Yet I have loved Jacob

3 but Esau I have hated. I have laid waste his hill country and
left his heritage to jackals of the desert.”

41f Edom says, “We are shattered but we will rebuild the ruins,”
the LORD of hosts says, “They may build, but I will tear down,
and they will be called ‘the wicked country,” and ‘the people
with whom the LORD is angry forever.””

5 Your own eyes shall see this, and you shall say, “Great is the
LORD beyond the border of Israel!”

6 “A son honors his father, and a servant his master. If thenI am a
father, where is my honor? And if T am a master, where is my fear?
says the LORD of hosts to you, O priests, who despise my name.
Butyou say, ‘How have we despised your name?’

7 By offering polluted food upon my altar. But you say, ‘How
have we polluted you?’ By saying that the LORD’s table may
be despised.

8When you offer blind animals in sacrifice, is that not evil? And
when you offer those that are lame or sick, is that not evil? Pres-
ent that to your governor; will he accept you or show you favor?
says the LORD ofhosts.

9 And now entreat the favor of God, that he may be gracious to
us. With such a gift from your hand, will he show favor to any of
you? says the LORD of hosts.

10Oh that there were one among you who would shut the doors,
that you might not kindle fire on my altar in vain! [ have no plea-
sure in you, says the LORD of hosts, and I will not accept an of-
fering from your hand.

11 For from the rising of the sun to its setting my name will be
great among the nations, and in every place incense will be of-
fered to my name, and a pure offering. For my name will be
greatamong the nations, says the LORD of hosts.

12 But you profane it when you say that the Lord’s table is pol-
luted, and its fruit, that is, its food may be despised.

13 But you say, ‘What a weariness this is,” and you snort at it,
says the LORD of hosts. You bring what has been taken by vi-
olence or is lame or sick, and this you bring as your offering!
Shall T accept that from your hand? says the LORD.
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What did the Israelite priests
do wrong? (1:6)
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What were the offerings of
the Israelites? (1:13)
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Shut the temple door
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According to Mosaic Law, when offering sacrifices, rams,
goats, bulls of “without defects” were to be presented. In
some cases, animal offerings should be a year old. It took de-
votion and effort to find and offer an offering among the many
herds or flocks that satisfied the law.

However, the Israelites in Malachi’s day laughed at how cum-
bersome it would be to offer sacrifices according to the regu-
lations. So they brought injured, lame or diseased animals as
offerings(1:13). Vow offerings also have strict rules, but they
tried to cheat God by deliberately offering flawed animals(1:14).
The same was true of the priests who presided over the sac—
rifices. In the sanctuary, the Bread of the Presence should al-
ways be fresh on the table to serve to God, but the priests put
rotten, dirty bread(1:7). The priests also offered injured, lame,
or diseased animals(1:8). They had no motive to fear or honor
God(1:6).

Seeing this depraved belief in the name of God, God said,
“How | wish one of you would shut the Temple doors.”(1:10)
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God curses the priests who do not listen to and glorify Him.
Next, God rebukes the Levites who broke the covenant and
disregarded their duty to drive the people to be faithful. He
also rebukes the people of Judah for lying to their wives, di-
vorcing, and marrying foreign women.

Malachi 2:1-12

1“And now, O priests, this command is for you.

2 If you will not listen, if you will not take it to heart to give
honor to my name, says the LORD of hosts, then I will send
the curse upon you and I will curse your blessings. Indeed, I
have already cursed them, because you do not lay it to heart.

3 Behold, I will rebuke your offspring, and spread dung on
your faces, the dung of your offerings, and you shall be tak-
enaway with it.

4 So shall you know that I have sent this command to you,
that my covenant with Levi may stand, says the LORD of
hosts.

5 My covenant with him was one of life and peace, and I
gave them to him. It was a covenant of fear, and he feared
me. He stood in awe of my name.

6 True instruction was in his mouth, and no wrong was found
on his lips. He walked with me in peace and uprightness, and
he turned many from iniquity.

7For the lips of a priest should guard knowledge, and people
should seek instruction from his mouth, for he is the messen-
gerof the LORD of hosts.

8 But you have turned aside from the way. You have caused
many to stumble by your instruction. You have corrupted the
covenant of Levi, says the LORD ofhosts,

92 and so I make you despised and abased before all the peo-
ple, inasmuch as you do not keep my ways but show partiali-
ty in your instruction.”

10 Have we not all one Father? Has not one God created us?
Why then are we faithless to one another, profaning the cov-
enant of our fathers?

11 Judah has been faithless, and abomination has been com-
mitted in Israel and in Jerusalem. For Judah has profaned the
sanctuary of the LORD, which he loves, and has married the
daughter of a foreign god.

12 May the LORD cut off from the tents of Jacob any de-
scendant of the man who does this, who brings an offering to
the LORD ofhosts!
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What did God command the
priests to do? (2:2)
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What is the duty God has
entrusted to you?
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According to the covenant made with God, the duty of the
Levites was to inspire the Israelites to fear and revere
God(2:5). It was their duty to lead the people to obey the law
with the Word of God while faithfully carrying out the temple
work entrusted by God(2:8). It was their duty to abandon un-
righteous words and walk with God and lead the people away
from sin(2:6). Among the Levites, the priest was a messenger
sent by God who had to behave more properly(2:7). The Lev-
ites were the spiritual leader of the Israelites.

However, through the prophet Malachi, God rebuked the Lev-
ites who broke the covenant and forsook their duty. He said
that those who were supposed to lead the people to obey the
law misguided them to rebel against the law(2:8). They did not
obey the Word of God and showed favoritism in matters of
the law(2:9). They walked away from their duty.

God will curse those who have lost their duty in these
ways(2:2). God said to these people, “I will smear on your
faces the dung from your festival sacrifice.”(2:3)
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God will send His messenger to purify the Levites and re—
store the temple sacrifice. He tells the Israelites to return to
God by bringing tithes and offerings. While some oppose
God by mentioning the prosperity of the wicked, there are
others who fear God and become God’s special possession.

Malachi 3:7-18

7 From the days of your fathers you have turned aside from
my statutes and have not kept them. Return to me, and I will
return to you, says the LORD of hosts. But you say, ‘How
shall we return?’

8 Will man rob God? Yet you are robbing me. But you say,
‘How have we robbed you?’In your tithes and contributions.

2 You are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing me, the
whole nation of you.

10 Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be
food in my house. And thereby put me to the test, says the
LORD ofhosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for
you and pour down for you a blessing until there is no more
need.

11 T will rebuke the devourer for you, so that it will not de-
stroy the fruits of your soil, and your vine in the field shall
not fail to bear, says the LORD of hosts.

12 Then all nations will call you blessed, for you will be a
land of delight, says the LORD of hosts.

13 “Your words have been hard against me, says the LORD.
But you say, ‘How have we spoken against you?’

14 You have said, ‘It is vain to serve God. What is the profit
of our keeping his charge or of walking as in mourning be-
fore the LORD of hosts?

15 And now we call the arrogant blessed. Evildoers not only
prosper but they put God to the test and they escape.””

16 Then those who feared the LORD spoke with one another.
The LORD paid attention and heard them, and a book of re-
membrance was written before him of those who feared the
LORD and esteemed his name.

17 “They shall be mine, says the LORD of hosts, in the day
when I make up my treasured possession, and I will spare
them as a man spares his son who serves him.

18 Then once more you shall see the distinction between the
righteous and the wicked, between one who serves God and
one who does not serve him.
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What did they speak against
God? (3:14)

olLtdE Zlots AE0AH=
O 2357t 0= 772
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What kind of blessing is giv—
en to those who fear God?
(3:16-17)
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God called the Israelites, who do not obey the law, to turn to
God. So the people asked how they could return to God(3:7).
To this question, God pointed out that they were stealing
God’s belongings. The people also asked how they were rob-
bing God. God'’s answer was “in tithes and offerings”(3:8). The
whole people did not offer the proper tithes and offerings(3:9).
People at this time saw the proud being blessed. They saw
evildoers flourishing(3:15). At the same time, they opposed
God, asking what was the benefit of keeping and obeying
God’s Word(3:13-14). As these notions took root in the hearts
of the people, the faith of offering sacrifices and dedication to
God disappeared.

At such a time, through the prophet Malachi, God told the Is—
raelites to offer the full tithes and offerings to God. God de-
clared, “I will open the windows of heaven for you. | will pour
out a blessing so great you won't have enough room to take it
in! Try it! Put me to the test!”(3:10)

wa|et AIHRES 215t 7| =
Prayer for Churches & Pastors
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On the day of judgment, the Lord will come like fire and will
burn the proud and the wicked. On that day, the sun of righ—
teousness will rise and healing rays will shine on those who
fear the name of the Lord. Before the day of judgment, He will
send the prophet Elijah to change the hearts of the people.

Malachi 4:1-6

1“For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when
all the arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble. The day that
is coming shall set them ablaze, says the LORD of hosts, so
that it will leave them neither root nor branch.

2 But for you who fear my name, the sun of righteousness
shall rise with healing in its wings. You shall go out leaping
like calves from the stall.

3 And you shall tread down the wicked, for they will be ash-
es under the soles of your feet, on the day when I act, says the
LORD ofhosts.

4 “Remember the law of my servant Moses, the statutes and
rules that | commanded him at Horeb for all Israel.

5“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great
and awesome day of the LORD comes.

6 And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and
the hearts of children to their fathers, lest I come and strike
the land with a decree of utter destruction.”
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What happens to the proud
and the evildoer at the time
of judgment? (4:1)
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What happens to those who
fear Jehovah at the time of
judgment? (4:2-3)
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The final chapter of the last book of the Old Testament closes
with a statement about judgment and promise. When God'’s
judgment arrives, the proud and those who do evil will be
burned(4:1) and those who fear God will be healed and re-
stored by God(4:2). The end of the wicked is death and ex-
tinction, but the end of the righteous is healing, life, and joy.
Elijah is a prophet who ascended to heaven during his pro-
phetic ministry in the days of King Ahab(2 Kings 2:11). God
promised to send this Elijah before the great and terrifying day
of Jehovah(4:5). When this Elijah comes, he will turn the
hearts of God to His children, and he will also turn the hearts
of His children to God(4:6). Jesus said that John the Baptist is
Elijah from God(Matthew 11:14).

The New Testament begins with the ministry of John the
Baptist, who is Elijah sent by God. John came before Jesus
and prepared the way for Jesus to come by baptizing for re—
pentance that turned people’s hearts to God. The end of the
Old Testament ends with the words of prophecy about the
prophet Elijah, and the New Testament begins with the minis—
try of John the Baptist who is Elijah who came.
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The First Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage Micah 4:1-4

Let’s learn the way of Jehovah

@ Opening Question

Let's share if you have experienced difficulties due to losing direction in your life.

@ Understanding today’s passage

There is no road in the wilderness. However, the road can be anywhere in the wilderness.
If | choose the way | want, it can be called the road. However, the wilderness is a place
where there is a danger of walking into a wrong place and dying while wandering. Life is
like going through the wilderness. The road you have travelled is obvious, but you do not
know which way to go in the future. If we have the ability to look ahead, accidents and
dangers can be avoided. You might even get lucky. But what is clear is that we can’t even
predict exactly what will happen after five minutes.

But Almighty God sees our future and knows the way we should go. He not only knows,
but also teaches us the way(4:2). God's way is the way of stability, peace, and joy. If you
follow the path that God leads, you will reach salvation and eternal life. In the end times,
God will teach His way to all people of the world in the temple. So many foreigners say, “Come,
let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of Jacob’s God.” This is because
God's way comes from His temple(4:2).

If you follow the path that God teaches, you will experience spiritual transformation.
Through God's judgment and conviction, we can clearly see what is right and what is
wrong(4:3). When the community follows God’s way, a stable society will be established.
The society will become where one can work happily and rest peacefully under the vine
his labor created(4:4). When societies and nations follow God’'s way, war will disappear



and a peaceful world will be established. That's why Micah 4:3 is inscribed on the UN
building where all nations unite.

© Into the Word

1. What does God teach when you go up to His temple? (4:2)

2. Why will they hammer their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks? (4:3)

@ Into our Life

1. Are you going your way now or are you going the way of God?

2. After learning God’s Word (God's way), we must put it into action. Why can’'t we move
learning into practice?

© Memory Verse - Micah 4:3

“He shall judge between many peoples, and shall decide for strong nations far away; and
they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation
shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore;”

(® Sharing with your children

1. How can we know God's way?

2. What does it mean to keep on the path God taught?
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week 2 The Second Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage Micah 6:8

Three wishes of God

@ Opening Question

Everyone has a wish. Let's share your wishes with each other.

@ Understanding today’s passage

\We are confessing God as “Lord”. Itis a confession that indirectly admits that | am a slave.
In order to become a wise and loyal servant, above all else, you must know the will of your
master. If you don’t know the owner's will and only work hard, that does not make you a
loyal servant. Such a servant does not do his master’s work, but does his own.

In the text, there are three things that God, who is our master, wants. The first is to do
justice. In general, when it comes tojustice, people think of it as judging others. However,
true justice is to judge and reflect on your own thoughts, actions, and attitudes before
judging others. A person who accurately points out and judges other people and is toler—
ant of his or her faults is not a person of justice. The definition God wants is to thoroughly
criticize and change yourself.

Second, what God wants is to love mercy. The original Hebrew word “hesed” (“mercy”) is
aword that can also be translated as kindness, love, compassion, and good works. So, to
love mercy means to rejoice in showing kindness, loving, and helping others.

Third, what God wants is to walk humbly with God. God wants to live with us, to walk with
us. He wants to be with you not only at church but also at home. To be with God, we must
be humble. Usually, there are things that come into conflict when two people live togeth—
er. These things happen when you have different thoughts and opinions. To walk with
God, you must have the humility to put yourself down when God's Word and your opin-



ions collide. God wants us to apply justice to ourselves, mercy to our neighbors, and walk
humbly with God.

© Into the Word

1. What are the three things God wants from us? (6:8)

2. What does it mean to “dojustice”? (6:8)

@ Into our Life

1. What are my problems when | reflect upon myself thoroughly?

2. Who needs your love in your community?

© Memory Verse - Micah 6:8

“He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the LORD require of you but to do
justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?”

(® Sharing with your children

1. How can we know God's way?

2. What does it mean to keep on the path God taught?
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week 3 The Third Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage Nahum 1:1-15

God the Master Key

@ Opening Question

What is some happy and cheerful news you've heard?

@ Understanding today’s passage

Buildings with many rooms, such as hotels, have a master key. With a master key, you
can open a locked door to any room. When a person encounters a lot of problems and dif-
ficulties, he needs a master key that can solve these problems and difficulties.

Assyria, a country with Nineveh as its capital, destroyed northern Israel and continued to
harass Judah to the south. At such a time, God appointed the prophet Nahum to predict
the destruction of Nineveh, the capital of Assyria. God proclaimed He is the master key
that will listen to Israel’s prayers and solve problems. God dries up rivers and seas(1:4),
and He has the power to sweep away the enemies in an overwhelming flood(1:8). God is
a strong person who shakes mountains and breaks rocks(1:5-6). God has a great power
and never lets the guilty go unpunished(1:3). This kind of God said that He would surely
destroy Nineveh(1:12). God said that Nineveh would be completely destroyed and that it
would be buried in a prepared tomb so that its name would no longer be passed on to de-
scendants(1:14).

Nahum's prophecy, proclaiming the destruction of Nineveh, was beautiful news for Isra-
el. There isn't any better news than that the enemies who have threatened and harassed
you will disappear and peace is coming. The prayers with a pledge were answered. So
God said they should fulfill all their vows(1:15). And God told them to keep the feast even
more. To keep the feast means to continue to give the appointed worship service. If you



continue to worship God in faith and hope, God who is the master key will continue to help
you.

© Into the Word

1.Inverse 2 of the text, the word “revenge’ is repeated three times. Against whom does
God take revenge?

2. Whatis Judah's reaction to the news about the destruction of Assyria, whose capital is
Nineveh? (1:15)

@ Into our Life

1. Even though we are God's people, we may oppose and resist God. How do we go
against God?

2. When we receive answers to our prayers from God, what should we do next?

© Memory Verse - Nahum 1:15

“Behold, upon the mountains, the feet of him who brings good news, who publishes
peace! Keep your feasts, O Judah; fulfill your vows, for never again shall the worthless
pass through you; he is utterly cut off.”

(® Sharing with your children

1. God answered Israel’s prayers. What are you praying to God about?

2. What can | do for God who helps me?
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week 4 The Fourth Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage Zechariah 3:1-10

Joshua and Jesus

@ Opening Question

Please share a time when you have helped someone who is struggling.

@ Understanding today’s passage

In Zechariah 3:1, the name of the high priest appears. The Korean Bible writes “Joshua’
according to the pronunciation of the Hebrew text. By the way, the Old Testament (Sep-
tuaginta) written in Greek says “Jesus”. Through prophecy, the prophet Zechariah might
have understood the text with “Joshua,” the high priest at the time, while rebuilding the
temple. The Old Testament is the shadow of the New Testament. The Reformer Martin
Luther said that all biblical interpretations should be “Christum treibet” which means to
reveal Jesus in the text of the Old Testament.

Jesus is the high priest who leads us to God(Hebrews 3:1). When Jesus came to this
earth, it was Satan who opposed Jesus(3:1). Jesus came to this earth and died on the
cross to save us from dying in the fire of sin. But like a burning stick taken out of a fire, Je—
sus rose again in three days(3:2). He was dressed in filthy clothes(3:3) because he carried
the sins of mankind. God the Father has taken away the sins that Jesus bore(3:4), put on
new clothes and place a crown on his head(3:5). Jesus performed the message of the
cross according to the will of God the Father on this earth and received the authority to rule
over the house of God, the kingdom of God(3:7).

In front of the priests God the Father prophesied of the “sprout” who would be born out
of David's lineage. According to this prophecy, Jesus came to this earth in the form of a
servant(Philippians 2:7). Jesus, who came, became the cornerstone(Mark 12:10) and the



living stone(1 Peter 2:4), and by hanging on the cross at once, he accomplished the work
of salvation by removing the sins of the earth in one day(3:9). The people who have been
atoned will invite each other and share the joy of salvation(3:10).

© Into the Word

1. What was removed from Joshua, the high priest, to be replaced by beautiful clothes? (3:4)

2. Onwhat day was sin removed from this earth in just one day? (3:9)

@ Into our Life

1. Jesus died on the cross to atone for your sins. \What mindset do you have toward sin

now?

2. What s the cross of suffering that you must carry to save even one soul like Jesus?

© Memory Verse - Zechariah 3:4

“‘And the angel said to those who were standing before him, “Remove the filthy garments
from him.” And to him he said, “Behold, | have taken your iniquity away from you, and | will
clothe you with pure vestments.”

® Sharing with your children

1. What is Satan doing next to Joshua?

2. Ifyou act against your friends or superiors, who would you be like?
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week 5 The Fifth Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage Malachi 1:1-14

Sickness brought by habit

@ Opening Question

Each person has different habits. Let’s share what habits you have.

@ Understanding today’s passage

[t is good for students to get into the habit of studying. It is also good for Christians to
practice prayer, praise, worship and evangelism. Anything takes a long time to become a
habit. The problem is that if you habitually live your religious life for a long time, you will get
a spiritual sickness. It is a disease in which heart and sincerity are lost and only formality
remains. ltis like sickness that leaves only the shell without a kernel.

This was the case in Israel in Malachi’s time. They offered defiled bread in God's sanc-
tuary(1:7). They offered animals with many defects(1:8). They even offered stolen
items(1:13). They brought things to God that would not be received even if they were giv-
en to the governor at the time. As it became a habit to offer sacrifices, their hearts gradu-
ally turned away from God.

In this situation, God told the prophet Malachi to prophesy toward Israel. The first chapter
of Malach is clearly written as “warning” rather than “blessing” toward Israel(1:1). God has
continued to love Israel until now(1:2). However, Israel was made over and did neither
honor or fear God, but rather despised Him(1:6). God declared that He would not accept
the habitual and formal sacrifices which were not from their hearts(1:10).

Since Israel did not honor God, God chose foreign nations instead. It is said that the cho—
sen Gentiles would rather offer pure offerings to God(1:11). He said that among the Gen—
tile nations, sincere worshipers who honor and fear God will rise(1:14).



If you offer a habitual worship that is not from your heart, God will leave. God is still looking
for true worshipers who worship with their heart, will, and sincerity.

© Into the Word

1. What did the priests of Israel offer to God's table? (1:7)

2. What are the offerings of the Gentiles that were acceptable to God? (1:11)

@ Into our Life

1. God warned of Israel’s religious setbacks through the prophet Malachi. What are some
of your problems that deserve warning from God?

2. Whatis your pure offering to God, just as the chosen Gentiles offered to God?

© Memory Verse - Malachi 1:11

“For from the rising of the sun to its setting my name will be great among the nations, and
in every place incense will be offered to my name, and a pure offering. For my name will
be greatamong the nations, says the LORD of hosts. *

(® Sharing with your children

1. What are some of your good habits that God approves of?

2. What kind of habit does God want you to get rid of ?
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I
MISSIONARY

OF THE MONTH

Advance : # 14943Z

Country : South Africa

Serving At : Seth Mokitimi Methodist Seminary
Home Country : United States

Spouse : Leah Magruder

Magruder, Wesley Walter

The Rev. Dr. Wesley W. Magruder, a missionary with the United
Methodist General Board of Global Ministries, serves as a lecturer in
theology at Seth Mokitimi Methodist Seminary in Pietermaritzburg,
Kwazulu/Natal, South Africa. He was commissioned to this ministry
in June 2019, having served as superintendent of the United
Methodist Mission Initiative in Cameroon from 2004 to 2008.

Seth Mokitimi Seminary, a primary institution for the equipping
of Methodist leaders in southern Africa, is a longtime mission partner
of Global Ministries.

Originally from Texas, Wesley was pastor of Kessler Park United
Methodist Church, Dallas, for five years and senior associate pastor of
First Rowlett United Methodist Church for four years. Between those
two appointments, he launched an extension ministry in nonprofit
work with refugees and served in that capacity for two years. Wesley
is an ordained elder of the North Texas Annual Conference.



He holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in radio/TV/film from
California State University at Long Beach; a Master of Divinity from
Perkins School of Theology, Southern Methodist University, Dallas;
and a Doctor of Ministry from Brite Divinity School, Texas Christian
University, Fort Worth.

Born into a Christian home, Wesley “accepted Christ” at age 5
and was raised in a nondenominational, charismatic local church.
In college, Wesley had an intense personal experience in which he
heard God call him to pastoral ministry. “I did not immediately
pursue it because I did not yet know what kind of Christian I was,”
he says. He found his way into The United Methodist Church and
Perkins Seminary through the ministry of the Rev. Tom Graves,
pastor of First United Methodist Church of Plano, Texas.

As rewarding as he found pastoral ministry in North Texas,
Wesley sought reassignment with Global Ministries in order to share
the “gospel across cultural, linguistic and social barriers.” And he
recalls his years in Cameroon as some of his most satisfying.

Wesley and his wife, Leah, have three adult children, Rachel,
Chloe and Mallory.

Contact Info: wmagruder@umcmission.org
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