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Dear Lord 5=,

From September 2021, 9Loj| =
Time A|7+

Place 4 oA

sitting before you =g 2Fof gto}
eating your Word 4 9] &&-5 9l 11
praying to you, =47 o} ==

will have a fellowship with you.

: Fd3 @A Qg

Name O]&

Could you not watch with me one hour?
1 3]7} 1het | g Al7Hone houn® 7101 91Z &= IEiHF? (1} 26:40)
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The Practice of the Presence of God

P S R e

- 2HIA HH| -
Brother Lawrence
A M= 16113 ZHA 5 Edll(Lorraine) X[, Ofl2|HE(Herimenil)0|2H= ZH2 Al
= OrS01M B0 Tt
T4 A EIH A2 0l LSt LR IX S HietE E O, X £0i| 25t = ot el
2H2 M2 MU= 49 Waks HH0] I2|ol| Q= _+_—’.“—E9-J IHero| Ft= S| (Dlscalced
Carmelite Prior in Paris)0il S0{ZITH 12{Lt 28t 15 WSS BX| 2347 |0f| HXIXp7}opd
mﬂE SINIQ] XA 2 1691 28 122, 80M|2Q| LIO|Z MIA2 E7|7HX], 1= BHY :','EE

CE BAUA 4= TS MSS +Mok= S 5SS oft ERICE ofR|2H 2o 31
901| SEOH| P11 22| SILHHS AlRol= DS O R 2= 20 oM, 7| SO0 Yok=
30| SlLIEO| YIS Of =710t ASTI] LE| Met SHO = TSUCE MEtM ZHAQ|

SiLIEIS D94 SH SAZ IS T, MBS 51T, ZRITS 511, HOIRIS HUH Z0[CH,

_j>|

4, ML= A
ZHAO| O 0| TS U2 HE= LRI 2HUA K| A2, Tt L ot R ARMS et
Wﬂillﬂaﬂf—’r‘—ﬂﬂ%%ﬁfﬁﬁﬂm ISS HO{ SISl &M HE S LI,
o

F2|AMO| A0 LS 7 O] 10|12, MAME B=MZ 25012 2HA YH|9|
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XIS LETTERS

+= T (simply), 22 <ol A (in faith), A& AREC 2 (with hu-
mility and with love) shHd oA 8sial iyt FA|H6] uh&= 7]
=01 shpdo] 7]# A koAl o2 ofd| SHA| &, A2 SR = Fo B 51X 8.
W7t & 4 e AS S o, 280] YoA|= E U<} tlEo] st
1L B =

OLZ M HX|

o= Aol A AeRe BA 52 523N
3ol 9101 -1 28 I St g 7| Al sk Yk

a3t BA = 00AH o Al Bl =g ol Fo] Z1EA 2 A s A 7] vf
Yt 19E At 9 A (good wil)Z 7S84 9t 170] 23|(grace) .t}
@A 7} QiU Also] @ioll ASSA| A= &A1 8. v F4lo] LA}
& E¥EA 0 F o S8 & 2 U(advice)E B9, E 1RO E2 2
(good examples)Z HY O & A7 Lolofsl7te. w2 A|A 112 &
AZ 58 FAoRE AUtk 197t vl A9 (ferventoll A A=A, E 25
Z(obedient)IAE 1.

4] 91o] 2] 9] §-U3t B4 (business)= SHHES 7| HA A SF= AUS
A 7| AEAIT 1 8] o2 AE2 ol g4 A (folly) E ¥ (vanity) €2 &
Ytk B4l =409 HE S A1Y AAHE A A€ monastic life)S 3
A 8. I AES 8= shhd S Aot A7) =t Biu8?HiE 1
22 Aol Av(mercy) 24 $215 FEA| L A AH|of o|2A sl &

S AUt} shhdAA 2 23(great favours)S H1FEA2 E 2 glo] Ui



A F1 AR, e IAE F Z ANk, A o] 2= Z(the way
of perfection)oll 27490l 7}7HA] X 3 4 2ol R gy SHAHE
13]=4

89 AH[st4l2 S0 A Azt 27 9 sl=hskaidl 8. 1Y ZIA|st
A Aol o dl AI7kE B SUFAILE 9-21& Aoll5Al(affection-
ately) SrolspAl 1] 71 4 Bl o] 9= AHH] 2.2 ofH A (FATHERA & EH41
(full assurance)s 711 ZOPHEE At TE-Z ARYs7]o S8 2
7]skal(renounce), 10] oPd A2 oA glo] WA AT shbdolopd =
A 77 YLAIU7 L. FL3] (perpetually) TE-& BZAA . 233]
JESZ AT Y= 28712 1 F K effects)E B A 2 Azt o] 94
A A=dhrt, 189] 53 -28|(the abundance of His grace)& ¥
2= Fo|E ¥ 4 YA 23R X otohd F A= AN gS o)X 8.

Sl 9] AlA| A o] 37 X144 Q] T2{(actual and continual help of GOD)
ol=Sg 4ol 48 A= AESS T do| gyt 18y Algsto] o]
£ ol 218A 71 = EFA I k| 227} 152 3 oFA] oA o BA|
IEA 71258 5 JASU7N? RS A5 ABZ 1A =thd o 24 18
I3 & 5= AR 87 92171 g 5] ol 5jof & AFRF ST holy habity= Al
YA gka1 o) 9A 2 ES A A4 S AR EAYUR U7t P & 22 0]
of7|gt gttt 5h31 2| Q. gt kst o] A oloFd & Y7t ok= 71 4
= 1H0]7] ¥iZo] A 8. sEA|5H Ui A thE o] gl ] ol Al ol o] &
517101 8. 7 HE AR 4= Q1o B WA 11 AR dotolgt Tt 5
WaS goH S AS 182 B doFstA 8. TE#A S27F 123 A
FoHA HH, "7 E & 28-S A5 Asfjopgt ey} $-8] v
$871 &F5H of7]%= ]2 @A sli= oY 7ta. o] A olopdE Al
9| 7]:&0]7]°f upggt A 0] 2| Q.



7 QgpAE 10 AN S AT, Fehike BA S n)
A7 g o] 958 2L AHBS /M4 LA BEUT

00 oA ] 2 A 2t uks H7|7H2] #ut of & syt U7k oAl
O] HAE 2= A2 418 FAIT005219] 8% wlzoldytt o7]of 4
£ ZojA] oA B A7) gyt

FAlo] shbd & AlE (trusyst7 ] ol Y= vl 718U I8AA o] 952
T4l ¢l 8-S B 719FA171E A FY T o] Aol Ay k& Al el ALt
A $-2 & ¥ 2] A &S 0| EE Aot U-S T A7 T of o QS Y7

T 0047} 17} 32 AFAES 583 AV 2 Aot shvd & 2415] A1
(confidence)stA =9, 1RAX =& Fotal & o EZo] et A4S
oA A AU IRAAN = Yot dE 2] v ot
AA 8. oftE 00X]= U Bl 11 ZFoll Al Y& 2 o2& AW Y
o} S8 A2 ARloF sk, 170 shd2 Alg otk o5 E
(the principal)& JsfoiA= Ut Fo| BAloA shbd& A5 AJ2s
2 A3 2 7|5t Q. 2ol Hol 4, A business) A, AA9] 4=
A7Hdiversions)oll = HI Ut

IR2 3 34l 2o, B4l A AU 1=y 28-S &8 FA] ut
AR, FALS R S EA G AT FERE dol2ta 64 8.
139 9 shbd-2 FAIF el WE27ER? Ty 152 QA vpA| L AR5
AZ5IA| 8. A& 0 2 TR FHlioh, 183} A A3l FO4A Q. o=
A2 A A (Christian)9] F3FAH AT glorious employment) ¥ Y tt. e ot
tE 2219 A (profession)e]7]ofl, B2 v flof Ttk U= 7| =24
FAS FIA e AYYh

Nl

2] 7 olofA] 10 HL.o 2 RE]
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© Family BibleTime
7139 HHe="E S
=271E0] Y HE Si=
AlZKFamily BibleTime)S
ZEXIML. K MXteh=

SR0A E2 AFERILC.
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3H 1=55S Flet

242 AP X
959/ FES FRYNL.
Ftate) TS 242
oI5t 7|20t 2L,

January

X[HE

OIEH 7|8 &
A=7p?

!-Iow do we
Increase

our wisdom?

EE&2 Raading Pan
i

+ 9 Proverbs 1-2%

©  nex
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0fi=7|5 Openig Prayer

(Y s,

| T2 B0 ELOICE
3 !r'ﬁ:“ﬁ:fl is Listening
250 g, 013 EHl

1 Doing & Being for Today

i

©

1H2 JUY MHO2 M MZAT HYsh= 20| K49 2
DX} A0 53| REOISO| XI&I2% A MO &Y #12
B U, S A So1 e 8718 AAstn o 23e
1E0 0101 ZJ6iPt F= K0 UREM T X6E 2oHm 3
I8N0 8107 T8I SHLEEMA MER KIHIE FHE Y&
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Oy it wrual o) g wou oy A8
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£ 3L Pl 158 B0

soi 5ot A3elah | AlE e shid & A HY

otjA 3o AAS FAIM A4 HHS 1 Y
o4 4Jol

7 2= AR 2E Hste] B A S oE|stAl
o o] 24 AfolA Wizt £ Ay

eoiA 2= ol 23 ERstAle 19 48
Fa BAske shalelyzt

9 19S5 vl7h Feleh Foleh HE 2 nE Aw 2E
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Chapter 1 is the prelude of Proverbs: the fear of the Lord is the 1 '
basis and beginning of knowledge: young people especially ; :
should leam the principles of lfe by understanding wisdom and | = @71 SISM e Si0F
instruction: and we are admanished to Ive life in accordance 1 £ a2 eL? (2-43) i
! i
! !
! !
! !
! !
! !

YOI =S 7| =R

with God's will, Chapter 2 continues to elaborate an the benefits What should we do to gain
of wisdom. If we want to gain wisdom, we must seek it. And if wisdom? (2:2-4) @ IJHXI'j |
we seek it, wa will receive it as a gift from God, =4
g 00000 So0| X0 FHE

Proverbs 2:1-12 Xl_kllsl _+_7H6|'0:|
Ty son, i you recgive my words and treasure up my com- | SANHR S o=
mandments with you, | o LH S 0'” I:H J 0 | OH =

_ o S2LICH
2making your ear attentive to wisdom and inclining your | =HHe s
heart to understanding: i
3yes, if vou call ot for insight and raise your voice for un- =
dersianding ke v 7246l 8L ® st LHH(ESV/IHS7HR)
#ifyou seek it like silver and scarch for it as for hidden trea- From whom does wisdom 040"94’ 6}22 3 |
SUNES, come? (26) |OO§ EDOl
5 then you will understand the fear of the LORD and find the Lo
knowledgeof God Cl= F&o| 0oLt
SFor the LORD gives wisdom; [rom his mouth come
knowledge and understanding;
6 ofa &0
7 he stores up sound wisdom for the upright; he is a shield to 20 93—
T e ZFEHHME HXSOH|A
8 guarding the paths of justice and watching over the way of 0o xXoo A
s 92 MPS ERMALIE
5 Then you will understand righteousness and justice and AES 7|2 MIXOZ
equity. every good path. i =
UNEEAITELL 235 ofdl, Y LB
10 for wisdom will come into your heart, and knowledge il
will be pleasant to your soul; J_I_'._I-AI:IE ;: -" oH_l |:_|-
" discretion will watch over you, understanding will guard
you,
| = oL KL—I

12 delivering vou from the way of evil. from men of pervert- @ :'1-A 0“ J I‘
ed speech,

USES Soll 771IA1
oa|0||7.” le— pd ==X=1 I-I

Ee=

71 2j0|2 75| SABLICH
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@ st L% One Word

22| g20]

MH(life)s F2L
o=2HE o 7RO
UL80| A(sword)a
AIESHH Ot AldE
A 2 QU FuL.

=t

@ H&7|% One Prayer

L O A=

= SAS
XL 28
ZE0| A

A O =]
UZ=S S
OIMO

5= 402

d¥ot= 2Hs #aU

© 3|9t AIHXLS 2t 7|
Prayer for Churches
& Pastors

O] Mo

3|

=9 O
== T

E01Rols

off 7| = 2.

St UL one Word
E9 o 20| S8 28
oF & & UeE
Extauc

2]

E‘;‘”E Ona Prayar
25 FY YE0g

wHg gz ue

HEE 7§ 7|SECH

3
B2} AIRIE R 715
Prayer far Churches & Pastors
BHYNEEAERDE SUAY
7lEe 24, H2HM
pE, AL SEHE HY OIS

7l

R[sit= BttE2l 42 0|A} 3HOF 2 CaIL|Ct

Wisdom is a gift from God and must be sought

Hete| al=ai Hof DHF2 et 20, HIF'E HE0| £l A BEE
L EIS ) RS DHEH B2 BHSks DULICH 23N SR2E bt
EHH i N'E AMESIH OpF| HHEE MI2R0] SR 2O F0IX|
2. HEEE UIES KMISE 48 70| BHEITA Y IE| USE Y
HatEEUC ZHHM S2ES 00|E01 1A DI OHHXI2 FHRAS A
FUSHR0] TeBCh e Hal2 *TElD Hoars HLICHR-4E),
MEE PohL REE AU FX BE FRE A= SlsUd SHEE Bat
£ MOIH FE 28 AR OfX| SHLHHOPHUCE (0 7:11). X8 Ro2iH
27 Kis§e) 0P GHEM 761 $0H0F BLICE 2215 =00F ol £
Si3 H20| HoM XA BHE ¥E « AlEUC T2 92| ZRE =0t
S0 0|0\ K|S ToI7LE 2K B FRIE LG SILICH Xisle) Ha Y
& LA S HEEE 67 A B3] MU

Y 470 K8} 2S(supremel0|7 0] 17| 71 ZE S O i
2 BEE HoatT WELC) A 2200, 23 W X L &
I F2 A EUC D2 SAN el siuE| B8 FAls HE0HE
H), 2R0| KHYLICE & S HLpMe NEE 28 = Shs BUY.
KISTE| LEHMH XKI8I7H AZTHH, M= ©Z0)0f k01 Xsls woi2 3
SpAC

The Hebrew word for proverte is “mashel” and means *_ is the same as.”
It &5 trenzlatad as “parabla” and is an instuction succinctly contaming cer—
tain pattems of precepts observed in Fe, In Chinese, it is AR JamEun, It
congists of the werd “Jam” which means “a needla” and "Eun’ which
means “spoken word” Combined it means to teach as if poking with a
needle. Fecple with wisdom, mouding Solomon, desply observed life and
discovered certain pattams xistad. Solomon begings Chapter 2 with Ty
son’, like when a father admonishes his children. The essence of the ad-
moriiion i to “sesk and saerch.” (2:3-4)

Ther is no parsnt who would refuse to give 2 gift to a child who samestly
asks for one. Our Father in Heaven waill give good gifts to those who ask
Him. (Matt 7:11} i we want to gain wisdom, then we must ask for it and
seek God who is the scurce of wisdom. Wa must raise our voice and we
must seek it & if seeking treasures, Then we will be given wisdom and
understandng, But if we look at curselves, we might be supnsed that we
are not sesking o searching for wisdom, It is because we do not treat wis—
0om 25 & precious reasure though we know that we need wisdom.
Proverbs 47 says that wisdom is supreme; thersfore, we should gain un-
darstanding even though it may cost all you heve, Wisdom & treasure and
those who beliave that wil seek, search, and ulimately gain it. But at the
same tims, wisdom & given by God and God is wisdom, (28] In other
‘worts, we cannot gain wisdom if we are separeted from God. If we had no
‘wisdom until now, let us seek and find the supreme being and troasure of
wisdom as we welcoma the New Year.
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1 Timothy
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2 Timothy
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Apostle Paul emphasized to Timothy the worthlessness of
false doctrines, admonished him to testify only the grace and
mercy of Jesus Christ, and exhorted him to win the spiri—
tual war by adhering to faith and good conscience. He also
exhorted saints to behave righteously with holiness only in
Jesus Christ.

1 Timothy 2:1-7

1 First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, inter-
cessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people,

2 for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may
lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every
way.

3 This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Sav-
ior,

4 who desires all people to be saved and to come to the
knowledge of the truth.

5 For there is one God, and there is one mediator between
God and men, the man Christ Jesus,

6 who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimo-
ny given at the proper time.

7 For this I was appointed a preacher and an apostle (I am
telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in
faith and truth.
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What had Jesus done and
shown as the mediator?
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the mediator like Jesus, how
would we do it?
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What does it mean to call Jesus our mediator? It refers to how
Jesus was able to become our mediator in front of God. Here
lies a very important truth. The way that Jesus became our
mediator was because Jesus had taken up the burden of pay-
ing for our sins.

In front of God, Jesus was crucified on cross to carry the bur-
dens of our sins rather than taking the side of man, thereby
becoming our prophet and mediator. There is no more import-
ant mediation than this. Which is greater? Was Jesus’ taking
sides with us greater? Or was Jesus’ taking up the burdens of
our sins instead of us greater?

The cross on which Jesus was crucified contains the wrath of
God toward sinners but at the same time the cross contains
the love of God for sinners. The wrath of God toward sinners
relented on the cross of Jesus. The regrets of God toward
sinners relented completely on the cross of Jesus. The de-
mand of righteousness of men was also completely resolved
on the cross of Jesus.
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Apostle Paul asserted that the church was the house of God and
the pillar and ground of truth. He exhorted about necessary qual-
ifications for overseers and deacons so that good church officers
would be elected for vital ministry. As Paul prophesied that follow-
ers of false doctrines would appear, he admonished to guard against
false doctrines, and commanded Timothy to always practice holi-
ness so that his spiritual authority as a clergy would be enhanced.

1 Timothy 4:1-10

1 Now the Spirit expressly says that in later times some will
depart from the faith by devoting themselves to deceitful
spirits and teachings of demons,

2 through the insincerity of liars whose consciences are
seared,

3 who forbid marriage and require abstinence from foods
that God created to be received with thanksgiving by those
who believe and know the truth.

4For everything created by God is good, and nothing is to be
rejected if it is received with thanksgiving,

5foritis made holy by the word of God and prayer.

6 If you put these things before the brothers, you will be a
good servant of Christ Jesus, being trained in the words of
the faith and of the good doctrine that you have followed.

7 Have nothing to do with irreverent, silly myths. Rather
train yourself for godliness;

8 for while bodily training is of some value, godliness is of
value in every way, as it holds promise for the present life
and also for the life to come.

9The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance.

10 For to this end we toil and strive, because we have our
hope set on the living God, who is the Savior of all people,
especially of those who believe.
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How can we live a faithful life
as if nothing is worth throw-
ing away? (4:3-5)
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Thanksgiving, the Word, and
prayer are the doctrines as
the way of life of which noth—
ing is worth throwing away.
Do you agree?
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It would be no good if our faith journey drifted into debauchery
allowing all things. On the other hand, it would be equally bad
if we indulged in legalism or asceticism which unconditionally
rejects and denies everything. When faith lost its balance,
some of the early churches abstained from marriage and cer-
tain foods. Likewise if we went astray, we would fall into the
danger of rejecting everything.

We may fall into exclusivism. We may fall into self-righteous—
ness thinking that we are the only ones good and beautiful
while all others are bad. Not only that, but the danger always
lies within us that we may become negative and passive peo—-
ple rejecting everything, that is, rejecting everybody with
whom we do not agree and rejecting our environment.
Today’s scripture encourages us to view the world, ourselves,
and others from a different angle. “Nothing is to be rejected”
is the Gospel of the Gospels. God says that nothing is to be
rejected. The Gospel provides people the capability to live life
actively and positively and the capability to interpret my entire
life as the grace of God.
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Today’s scripture is the exhortation about the attitude toward
members of the church and administrative issues regarding
the treatment of widows and elders of the church, and the
admonition about how to properly behave without prejudice
to all things to serve the will of God and for the sake of the
virtues of the church.

1 Timothy 5:17-25

17 Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of
double honor, especially those who labor in preaching and
teaching.

18 For the Scripture says, “You shall not muzzle an ox when
it treads out the grain,” and, “The laborer deserves his wag-
es.”

19 Do not admit a charge against an elder except on the evi-
dence of two or three witnesses.

20 As for those who persist in sin, rebuke them in the pres-
ence of all, so that the rest may stand in fear.

21 In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus and of the elect
angels I charge you to keep these rules without prejudging,
doing nothing from partiality.

22 Do not be hasty in the laying on of hands, nor take part in
the sins of others; keep yourself pure.

23 (No longer drink only water, but use a little wine for the
sake of your stomach and your frequent ailments.)

24 The sins of some men are conspicuous, going before them
tojudgment, but the sins of others appear later.

25 So also good works are conspicuous, and even those that
are not cannot remain hidden.
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MAZSH| AoM LIQ| 2|
== il 2Zol0F & 0|R=
FARALTIR (5:17-18)

Why should we treat leaders
with double honor in our faith
community? (5:17-18)
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Often the wood burning in
the stove is used as a parable
for our faith journey. What is
the deeper meaning?
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Why should we respect the leaders of the Word in our church?
It is because the leaders are appointed by our LORD. To re-
spect the leaders of the Word is to respect the LORD. As we
respect our teachers who teach their own thoughts, it is more
proper to respect teachers who preach the Word of the
LORD: as much as teachings are accepted as respected and
as much grace is received as respected.

Why should we obey the Word of God preached by the lead—
ers of the Word? They are the people who protect our souls.
The leaders are accountable people in front of God. In other
words, the leaders are to report in front of God how they
managed to protect the souls of those who were entrusted to
them. “Dear LORD, so-and-so did obey and follow your
word.” We hope and pray that the report card of the leaders
would say that we did obey and follow the Word of God.

The wood to be burned needs to be bundled together to burn
forcefully. If we try to live by ourselves, our religious fire would
easily extinguish. The growth of our faith is only possible in
the midst of our relationships with others.
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Apostle Paul instructed Timothy to fight the good fight of
faith, admonished him to guard himself against those who
betray their faith journey by falling into the temptation of
worldly materials, commanded him to wait for the second
coming of Jesus Christ, and exhorted him not to lose his
mind for vanity of the world.

1 Timothy 6:3-12

3 If anyone teaches a different doctrine and does not agree
with the sound words of our Lord Jesus Christ and the teach-
ing that accords with godliness,

4 he is puffed up with conceit and understands nothing. He
has an unhealthy craving for controversy and for quarrels
about words, which produce envy, dissension, slander, evil
suspicions,

5 and constant friction among people who are depraved in
mind and deprived of the truth, imagining that godliness is a
means of gain.

6Now there is great gain in godliness with contentment,

7 for we brought nothing into the world, and we cannot take
anything out of the world.

8 But if we have food and clothing, with these we will be
content.

2 But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a
share, into many senseless and harmful desires that plunge
people into ruin and destruction.

10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils. It is
through this craving that some have wandered away from
the faith and pierced themselves with many pangs.

11 But as for you, O man of God, flee these things. Pursue
righteousness, godliness, faith, love, steadfastness, gentle-
ness.

12 Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal
life to which you were called and about which you made the
good confession in the presence of many witnesses.
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What results from the desire
to get rich and the love of
money? (6:9-10)
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Let us ask ourselves this
question. “Was the material
gain the master of my life? Or
just an instrument?”
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Being satisfied with what one has in life is called contentment
in the Bible. But we must not confuse “‘contentment” with
“complacency”. Contentment does not make us powerless but
encourages us to do our best with what we have and with
thanksgiving.

God did not give us all the same talent and gift. That is up to
God. But how we live with our God-given talent is up to us.
The financial mistakes we experience in our lives are not sim-
ply matters of material problems. Instead, they are often
caused by losing godliness and contentment which in turn are
caused by a broken relationship with God.

Therefore we need to know that the solution for our financial
matters does not lie in the material itself but in the restoration
of our relationship with God, and the restoration of our right
spiritual ethics. Broken relationships can be restored, and if
our godliness is restored we can regain the right perspective
toward worldly materials.
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Paul encouraged Timothy in his sincere faith, emphasized the
grace of God leading to salvation, and exhorted him not to
be ashamed of travails caused by the Gospel. Paul revealed
that everyone in the province of Asia had deserted him and
implored God to bless the devotion and faithfulness of One—
siphorus.

2 Timothy 1:1-8

1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God accord-
ing to the promise of the life that is in Christ Jesus,

2 To Timothy, my beloved child: Grace, mercy, and peace
from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.

31thank God whom I serve, as did my ancestors, with a clear
conscience, as [ remember you constantly in my prayers
night and day.

4 As I remember your tears, I long to see you, that [ may be
filled with joy.

51 am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that dwelt first
in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now,
Iam sure, dwells in you as well.

6 For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of
God, which s in you through the laying on of my hands,

7 for God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love
and self-control.

8 Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony about our
Lord, nor of me his prisoner, but share in suffering for the
gospel by the power of God,
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What are the names of Tim-
othy’s mother and his mater-
nal grandmother? (1:5)
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What are the traits of the first
generation believers who are
the new converts and those
of believers who inherited

faith from their ancestors?
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According to today’s scripture, Timothy inherited his faith from
his mother and grandmother and yet he was also evangelized
by Paul and became a Christian. In other words, his faith was
inherited from his ancestors.

One young man inherited a vineyard that was built by his par-
ents with their sweat and labor for all their lives. He asserted
his resolve to improve and enhance the vineyard. The vineyard
was surrounded by well-built fences and a thought occurred
to him that if the fences were removed and more vines plant-
ed instead then he could harvest more grapes.

Thus the young man removed all the fences surrounding the
vineyard. But the vineyard gradually lost trees. Because when
the fences were removed, people and animals freely entered
the vineyard and destroyed the vineyard.

The young man then realized although the grapes do not grow
on the fences themselves, the fences are as important as the
vineyard itself because they protect the vineyard.
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Paul admonished Timothy to be a faithful soldier of Je—
sus Christ and a trusted workman approved by God, to be
cleansed of himself, and to dedicate himself to become a
worthy instrument of God.

2 Timothy 2:7-15

7 Think over what I say, for the Lord will give you under-
standing in everything.

8 Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, the offspring
of David, as preached in my gospel,

9 for which I am suffering, bound with chains as a criminal.
But the word of God is not bound!

10 Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the elect,
that they also may obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus
with eternal glory.

11 The saying is trustworthy, for: If we have died with him,
we will also live with him;

12 if we endure, we will also reign with him; if we deny him,
he also will deny us;

13 if we are faithless, he remains faithful--for he cannot deny
himself.

14 Remind them of these things, and charge them before
Godnot to quarrel about words, which does no good, but on-
ly ruins the hearers.

15 Do your best to present yourselfto God as one approved, a
worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the
word of truth.
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alfof g YS2 FAYLIMF?
(2:14-15)

What are the things we must
do in order to offer ourselves
to God? (12:14-15)

=20 ez Xft% 2|0 S
A= 252 26 2, 1
=9 0 EXS “a*.iga* = U5
L7k

As we think of those who
truly dedicate themselves to
God, what kind of traits do
they have?
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Dedication is a Holy Investment

HAMELD otz AYAL A2 AA| SF AFEH0| AUSLICE 2
Ol AAZEE O e 2 217|0f O|2XSLICE StR = T2 LA
7t M NAE AZESLICE Holl A OFSE AO| LA Ol El=F
Lt MZHS SHELICE O] 20| AJAIE 4 & oH= 20| “HE M, FE
M AAE MO 2 A7 78K S FHATZE FEO| T AlA
E I I 0= £H0A EOigh AA IS CHA| ZH2t0 AL

Fo|l M 2T 0tS0| 3t WELICH OtS0AH LS |E “Hot SH
=0| AT, FEX]| Z5t =0| U2t FPELICE £H0| 0| F CHA|
HOMAELICE ‘L= £H6ts AZULCEL Ol AIAIE AT EX|
JRISHD URA=H|, Fhl A AP|= AFSUCE” XI0tK| 2
X|E AHSLIC

Ul 7|EE BLiE HOIM 2tz AralE AT AX| QLOOF LT
There was a gentleman by name of Kasper who was the
owner of a small watch factory in Switzerland. But the sale of
his watches was weak and his business was facing bankrupt-
cy. One day a gentleman came and bought a watch. The
owner’s son was with him and thought their business may be
picking up. The gentleman who just bought the watch said, |
bought a watch several days ago at the store next door but
the watch stopped running.” Mr. Kasper asked the customer
to show him the watch that was broken, repaired it, and gave
him a refund for the watch Mr. Kasper just sold him.

Mr. Kasper's son was watching all these on the side and got
angry at his father. Mr. Kasper responded, “There is money
that is a blessing when received, but there is money that is
not a blessing when received.” Two days later the customer
returned to Mr. Kasper and said, “| am a trader. | have ago-
nized over which watches | should buy for my trade business
and | decided to buy yours.” And he contracted to purchase
two-years worth of watches.

We must never forget that our standard of servanthood is
“before God.”
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Today’s scripture is the declaration that salvation is only pos—
sible when we live in the truth of Christ by rejecting ungodly
living in the last days of the world. Paul affirmed the Holy
Scripture as the standard for salvation and holy life. Since we
have learned the Word of the Scripture we must live what
we learned and affirmed.

2 Timothy 3:10-17

10 You, however, have followed my teaching, my conduct,
my aim in life, my faith, my patience, my love, my steadfast-
ness,

1T my persecutions and sufferings that happened to me at
Antioch, at [conium, and at Lystra--which persecutions I en-
dured; yet from them all the Lord rescued me.

12 Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus
will be persecuted,

13 while evil people and impostors will go on from bad to
worse, deceiving and being deceived.

14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and
have firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned it

15 and how from childhood you have been acquainted with
the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for sal-
vation through faith in Christ Jesus.

16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righ-
teousness,

17 that the man of God may be competent, equipped for ev-
ery good work.
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449 R0 Hoto] 2AS
L5k AELIR(3:15-17)
What does today’s scripture
say about the usefulness of
the Scripture? (3:15-17)

3T16T UBS B AN

Let us memorize 2 Timothy
3116.

55



ML O OB Ol
o e pe e
=)

| RalN]
'S O

=} _Hu

>

ol

<

40

=O=I

ol
i
il

r

>
~
H

Bt Ofs
ro |o

ez 0l

HO 2 mir
0z Mo N
N Ho =
H1 19 o

i
)
Jhu

ol

HCH

18

El U e

56

A9 99 4 Voices from The Hill
FAo| MOkQI SiLHS| T
The Word of God that is the seed of etemnal life
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The fact that Scripture is the Word of God is not because
some Biblical scholar or research institution approved it and
not because some church on earth approved it as the canoni-
cal Bible. The approval by men does not make Scripture the
Word of God. Scripture is the Word of God because the Bible
itself affirms so.

All Scripture is God-breathed, that is, because people who
were moved by the Holy Spirit recorded it. That is why it is the
Word of God. Therefore, the author of Scripture was not man
but the Holy Spirit. The men who recorded it were just elected
instruments of God. But | believe the Holy Spirit moved the
authors to utilize their traits, knowledge, and experience, not
just their mechanical skills, to record Scripture.

More than anything, the Word of God is the seed of eternal
life. Because the Word carries the seed of eternal life, those
who believe in the Word will have eternal life.
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Paul gave Timothy the charge to preach the Word in season
and out of season and also gave his testimony as if leaving
his will. Paul mentioned how he faced the danger of death
but was rescued by God and was able to continue to spread
the Gospel widely to gentiles and declared the glory be to
God.

2 Timothy 4:9-18

2 Do your best to come to me soon.

10 For Demas, in love with this present world, has deserted
me and gone to Thessalonica. Crescens has gone to Gala-
tia, Titus to Dalmatia.

11 Luke alone is with me. Get Mark and bring him with you,
for he is very useful to me for ministry.

12Tychicus  have sent to Ephesus.

13 When you come, bring the cloak that I left with Carpus at
Troas, also the books, and above all the parchments.

14 Alexander the coppersmith did me great harm; the Lord
will repay him according to his deeds.

15 Beware of him yourself, for he strongly opposed our mes-
sage.

16 At my first defense no one came to stand by me, but all de-
serted me. May it not be charged against them!

17 But the Lord stood by me and strengthened me, so that
through me the message might be fully proclaimed and all
the Gentiles might hear it. So I was rescued from the lion’s
mouth.

18 The Lord will rescue me from every evil deed and bring
me safely into his heavenly kingdom. To him be the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
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(4:10-11)

Who deserted Paul and who
stayed with Paul? (4:10-11)

HE2| XpAIQ| 22 M AtES
akot = 71X == 2AYL
7R (414, 16)

What were the two distinct
attitudes of Paul when he
experienced desertion by his
followers? (4:14, 16)
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In Paul’s letter to Timothy he told Timothy that he was ready
to go to the LORD. In the latter part of the letter, Paul said to
Timothy, “Do your best to come to me quickly” and then listed
many names. Among the names, there were some who dis—
appointed him, and others who made him suffer, but many
more of them who were warm to him and who gave him joy.
When we reflect on our past and on people who came in con—
tact with us, some were disappointing and some left us with
lingering regrets. There are some we do not even care to think
about because they make us feel frustrated and rekindle old
pain of difficult times. Everyone has this kind of memory.
Maybe Paul was the same as us.

But Paul was not the type to waste life in regret, sadness, or
disappointment. It might have been Paul’s last days but there
was no hint of renouncement or resentment of life. Paul was
waiting for the day thinking about the crown to be bestowed
by the LORD, the Commander—-in—Chief, as he had fought the
good fight, had finished the race, and had kept the faith.
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Paul explained to Titus about the qualifications for elders
and overseers of the churches in Crete and admonished
about what actions to take to deal with unrighteous and false
teachers who led the saints to fall. There are other practical
teachings of Paul applicable to all saints of the church.

Titus 1:1-9

1 Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, for
the sake of the faith of God’s elect and their knowledge of
the truth, which accords with godliness,

2in hope of eternal life, which God, who never lies, prom-
ised before the ages began

3 and at the proper time manifested in his word through the
preaching with which I have been entrusted by the com-
mand of God our Savior;

4To Titus, my true child in a common faith: Grace and peace
from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Savior.

5 This is why I left you in Crete, so that you might put what
remained into order, and appoint elders in every town as I di-
rected you--

6 if anyone is above reproach, the husband of one wife, and
his children are believers and not open to the charge of de-
bauchery or insubordination.

7For an overseer,as God’s steward, must be above reproach.
He must not be arrogant or quick-tempered or a drunkard or
violent or greedy for gain,

8 but hospitable, a lover of good, self-controlled, upright,
holy, and disciplined.

2He must hold firm to the trustworthy word as taught, so that
he may be able to give instruction in sound doctrine and also
to rebuke those who contradict it.
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AL (1:4, 2F 1:2, 2 1:10)
Who are the people Paul
called his sons in their com—
mon faith?

(1:4, 2 Tim. 1:2, Phi. 1:10)

Yso= FMOIXMAE =
£10] QUCHH 2AUNL? (1:3)
What is the method, if there
is any, to produce and raise
our spiritual offspring? (1:3)
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Apostle Paul did not have biological offspring. But we learn
from the Bible that Paul had spiritual offspring. The passion
and effort that Paul poured toward raising his spiritual offspring
far exceeded those of biological parents. The inheritance of
faith through his spiritual offspring was the most important in—
heritance of Paul.

Paul stated that Titus had become his true son because of Ti-
tus’ faith. While Paul dedicated his life evangelizing the whole
world, he raised several specific people. He called those on
whom his faith had special influence his sons. Through those
sons of faith, Paul's ministry continued to remain gloriously vi-
tal even after his death.

| hope and pray that when we are called to heaven, our friends
and family would refer to us as “truly the mother of our faith”
or “truly the father of our faith.”

“To Titus, my true son, in our common faith: Grace and peace
from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Savior.”(1:4).
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As Paul talked about dealing with rulers and authorities, he
exhorted Christians to be obedient to government leaders in
power and to keep away from the people of heresy.

Titus 3:1-11

1 Remind them to be submissive to rulers and authorities, to
be obedient, to be ready for every good work,

2 to speak evil of no one, to avoid quarreling, to be gentle,
and to show perfect courtesy toward all people.

3 For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led
astray, slaves to various passions and pleasures, passing our
days in malice and envy, hated by others and hating one an-
other.

4 But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our
Savior appeared,

5 he saved us, not because of works done by us in righteous-
ness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of re-
generation and renewal of the Holy Spirit,

6 whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our
Savior,

7 so that being justified by his grace we might become heirs
according to the hope of eternal life.

8 The saying is trustworthy, and I want you to insist on these
things, so that those who have believed in God may be care-
ful to devote themselves to good works. These things are ex-
cellent and profitable for people.

2 But avoid foolish controversies, genealogies, dissensions,
and quarrels about the law, for they are unprofitable and
worthless.

10 As for a person who stirs up division, after warning him
once and then twice, have nothing more to do with him,

11 knowing that such a person is warped and sinful; he is
self-condemned.

ne
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o=z

Solot HED} O|HS Cix{ot=
e 2ARULITIR (3:9-10)
How do you deal with un—
profitable controversies and
heresies? (3:10-11)

0|=H=2| HEHRE HZ0| CHohAM
OfEH| CHA{SHL|77F?

How do you prepare to guard
yourself against the approach
and presence of heresies?
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To keep truth close is the remedy for heresy
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off

Why does the Bible handle heresy and the people who are
heretic so harshly? Because it is so important to keep the pu-
rity of our faith and doctrines. Often we hear remarks saying
that we need to engage in the study of heresy in order not to
succumb to heresy.

Of course, the remarks are not totally wrong. But it is danger—
ous when people do not study the truth in depth, study heresy
in order to guard well against heresy. Instead, it is more likely
they will fall into the trap of delusion of heresy.

People who are accustomed to eating only fresh food can
easily detect even slightly spoiled food. Likewise, people who
study truth and keep it close can easily detect what is wrong
even if they do not study heresy.

Would our LORD be pleased with a church that lost its purity
of doctrines by falling into heresy and engaged in foolish con—
troversies and unprofitable quarrels?
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Paul praised Philemon for his sincere faith, which gave joy
and gratitude to many of the saints, and asked for forgive—
ness for Onesimus, who belonged to him and fled. Paul is
asking Philemon to accept Onesimus as his brother.

Philemon 1:8-19

8 Accordingly, though I am bold enough in Christ to com-
mand you to do what is required,

9 yet for love’s sake I prefer to appeal to you--I, Paul, an old
man and now a prisoner also for Christ Jesus--

10T appeal to you for my child, Onesimus,whose father [ be-
came in my imprisonment.

11 (Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed
useful to you and to me.)

12T am sending him back to you, sending my very heart.

13Twould have been glad to keep him with me, in order that
he might serve me on your behalf during my imprisonment
for the gospel,

14but I preferred to do nothing without your consent in order
that your goodness might not be by compulsion but of your
ownaccord.

15 For this perhaps is why he was parted from you for a
while, that you might have him back forever,

16 no longer as a slave but more than a slave, as a beloved
brother--especially to me, but how much more to you, both
inthe flesh and in the Lord.

17 So if you consider me your partner, receive him as you
would receive me.

18]fhe has wronged you at all, or owes you anything, charge
that to my account.

191, Paul, write this with my own hand: [ will repay it--to say
nothing of your owing me even your own self.
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HI22 QUAIZE Fi0[2t2
AotRELIP (1:9-10)

How did Paul call Onesimus?
(1:9-10)

OISO REte 29| H3}
7tsaHA ste A2 FA02t
10 2SR

What makes it possible to
transform him from being
useless to useful?
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Uselessness tums into Usefulness
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The gospel changes people. Onesimus changed from a use-
less person to a useful person. How was uselessness turned
into usefulness?

My father, who had come to believe in Jesus in his old age,
called his three sons who lived in other provinces and asked
them to go to church every Sunday. The three sons couldn’t
disobey their father’s request, so they started going to church.
A month later, my father called the three sons back together
and asked what had changed after attending church.

The eldest son said that his life became more godly and his
business was prospering. The younger son said that he had
met many good friends so that he was no longer lonely. The
third son was unable to come and a letter arrived instead. He
said in the letter he was sorry that he couldn’t come home
because he was busy taking care of the disabled and the el-
derly in the village. My father thought that of his three sons,
the only son who was transformed was the third son who tru-
ly met Jesus at his church.
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The writer of Hebrews emphasizes the divinity of Jesus
Christ and testifies that Jesus, the Son of God, is greater
than prophets and angels. On the other hand, he emphasiz-
es the commitment to hold firmly to the salvation through
Christ, worrying about those who will be defectors because
of persecution.

Hebrews 2:11-18

11 For he who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all
have one source. That is why he is not ashamed to call them
brothers,

12 saying, “I will tell of your name to my brothers; in the
midst of the congregation I will sing your praise.”

13 And again, “I will put my trust in him.”And again, “Be-
hold, I and the children God has given me.”

14 Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he
himself likewise partook of the same things, that through
death he might destroy the one who has the power of death,
thatis, the devil,

15 and deliver all those who through fear of death were sub-
jectto lifelong slavery.

16 For surely it is not angels that he helps, but he helps the
offspring of Abraham.

17 Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every re-
spect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful high
priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins
of the people.

18 For because he himself has suffered when tempted, he is
able to help those who are being tempted.
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OlrEe Z22 S8 T/ =
M2 2AULII? (2:14-15)
What were the two purposes
that Jesus intended to
achieve through his death?
(2:14-15)

AAO| & 7120 1HO| F= 7
22 2021 2oL

What do you think is the
benefit of suffering in your
life of faith?
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What if everything went well in the way we want, without
suffering, sickness, or frustration? Probably, the seed of pride
would sprout in our hearts, and we would think that living in
the world is more enjoyable and comfortable. You would grad—
ually become distant from seeking God while your church life
is drifting farther away.

However, God knows these human weaknesses and shakes
us through pain, sickness, or frustration, so that we do not
have an inflated self-esteem or attachment to this world. A
long time ago, our ancestors of faith found a way to draw
closer to God in the midst of suffering by looking to Jesus, the
High Priest.

Pastor John Newton, who wrote the lyrics of the hymn “Sav-
ing Sinners Like Me,” explained his sufferings in the conclusion
of his letter to a woman in affliction. “If we do not suffer any-
thing, we may lose hope for heaven---. The sufferings of His
people are not to punish them. There is no wrath in them. It is
very different from the cup he drank himself. The cup is noth—
ing but a medicine for the benefit of the saints.”
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A third argument for the superiority of Jesus Christ deals
with the superiority of Jesus Christ to Moses. The writer of
Hebrews urges readers to serve Jesus Christ, who is far su—
perior to Moses, who is the most heroic prophet, and not to
fall into the temptations of the world, but to stand firm in the
faith in Christ to the end.

Hebrews 3:1-6

1 Therefore, holy brothers, you who share in a heavenly call-
ing, consider Jesus, the apostle and high priest of our confes-
sion,

2who was faithful to him who appointed him, just as Moses
also was faithful in all God’s house.

3For Jesus has been counted worthy of more glory than Mo-
ses--as much more glory as the builder of a house has more
honor than the house itself.

4 (For every house is built by someone, but the builder of all
things is God.)

5 Now Moses was faithful in all God’s house as a servant, to
testify to the things that were to be spoken later,

6 but Christ is faithful over God’s house as a son. And we
are his house if indeed we hold fast our confidence and our
boasting in our hope.
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Find all the expressions about
Jesus in the text. (3:1-6)
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What are the similarities
when comparing the life of
Moses and the life of Jesus?
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The primary recipients of Hebrews were Jewish Christians
trying to compromise or return to Judaism because of perse—
cution. The Jews still valued Moses, and in their eyes, Moses
was truly a great man.

But the author of Hebrews says that Moses was nothing but a
servant who ruled the house of God. Therefore, it is meaning-
less to follow Moses by returning to Judaism. On the other
hand, he referred to Christ as a faithful Son who was entrust—
ed with the house of God. This means that he faithfully fulfilled
all the promises and words of God to establish the house of
God for the people of God.

Comparing Jesus with Moses, he says that Jesus deserves
more glory than Moses. Even though we have pain and diffi-
culties, if we keep the boldness and treasure of hope, we be—
come God’s family. The Old Testament people were under the
control of Moses, but now we are under the control of Christ,
the Son, by his grace through his faithful protection. We will
have to sustain a life of faith that is rooted more deeply in Je-
sus, the Apostle of the truth and the High Priest.
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Joshua led the Israelites to the Promised Land, but the true
time of rest is still ahead for the people of God. We should
try hard to enter the rest.

Hebrews 4:1-11

1 Therefore, while the promise of entering his rest still
stands, let us fear lest any of you should seem to have failed
toreachit.

2 For good news came to us just as to them, but the message
they heard did not benefit them, because they were not unit-
ed by faith with those who listened.

3 For we who have believed enter that rest, as he has
said, “As I swore in my wrath, ‘They shall not enter my
rest,”although his works were finished from the foundation
of the world.

4 For he has somewhere spoken of the seventh day in this
way: “And God rested on the seventh day from all his
works.”

5 And again in this passage he said, “They shall not enter my
rest.”

6 Since therefore it remains for some to enter it, and those
who formerly received the good news failed to enter be-
cause of disobedience,

7 again he appoints a certain day, “Today,” saying through
David so long afterward, in the words already quoted, “To-
day, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts.”

8ForifJoshua had given them rest, God would not have spo-
ken of another day later on.

2So then, there remains a Sabbath rest for the people of God,

10 for whoever has entered God’s rest has also rested from
his works as God did from his.

11 Let us therefore strive to enter that rest, so that no one may
fall by the same sort of disobedience.

ne
oz
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o=z

QHAIO] S04t b= O{ZA| SHOF
2L (4:9-10)

What should those who have
entered the rest do? (4:9-10)

QFALIE £0] 7E1t 2HE0] 7]
ot0d O{ZA| SHOF StLI7K?

What must we do to turn the
rest into joy and satisfaction?
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This is the testimony of a devout Christian doctor who works
in Africa as staff for the International Red Cross.

“These days | see, hear, and feel what the real meaning of life
is. Before, | lived with the joy of setting my life goals and envi-
sioning my future. But as each one of my wishes came true,
for some reason my heart was empty. | tried to get rid of my
bareness and immerse myself in my work, trying to achieve
something more, but the more | did, the more my heart be—
came hollow. | prayed to God and tried to fill the void in my
heart, but to no avail. Then | heard a voice telling me, ‘for
whom are you going your way of life? What is the meaning of
your life?” Then | suddenly realized what is missing in my life.
From that time on, | decided to abandon the days of my strug-
gles for me and live for God and for my neighbors. And | have
continued to live that way until now. | couldn’t take a day off
properly and go to bed with a body that’s always tired like wet
cotton, but now in the morning | start my day with joy and
thanksgiving again. | am happy that | can start a day where |
can live a life for someone. That’s why I'm thrilled to live.”
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Since the priest is also human, he must also offer a sin offer—
ing for himself. However, Jesus Christ, who is the high priest
following the order of Melchizedek, is superior to the high
priest of the Old Testament and is a man of unconditional
obedience.

Hebrews 5:5-14

5 So also Christ did not exalt himself to be made a high
priest, but was appointed by him who said to him, “You are
my Son, today [ have begotten you™;

6 as he says also in another place, “You are a priest forever,
after the order of Melchizedek.”

7 In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and sup-
plications, with loud cries and tears, to him who was able to
save him from death, and he was heard because of his rever-
ence.

8 Although he was a son, he learned obedience through what
he suffered.

2 And being made perfect, he became the source of eternal
salvation to all who obey him,

10 being designated by God a high priest after the order of
Melchizedek.

11 About this we have much to say, and it is hard to explain,
since you have become dull of hearing.

12 For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need
someone to teach you again the basic principles of the ora-
cles of God. You need milk, not solid food,

13 for everyone who lives on milk is unskilled in the word of
righteousness, since he is a child.

14 But solid food is for the mature, for those who have their
powers of discernment trained by constant practice to distin-
guish good from evil.
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o=z

ofLtEe| HZ0| =7t &= 0]
= 2ALLIR (5:12-14)
Why do people stay as be—
ginners on God's word?
(6:12-14)

%S 232 W] 93l X122
A3 BIEHS W 212 201

= Q0[Ene?

What does it mean that we
need to train ourselves to be
perceptive in order to receive
the Word as grace?
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Silkworms grow ten thousand times in weight from eggs to
large silkworms and molts four times in a lifetime. A silk-
worm'’s lifetime consists of 15 days for eggs, 25 days for lar—
vae, 48 hours for cocoons, 15 days for pupae, and 5 days for
moths. Silkworms must not skip even one stage of develop-
ment through its lifetime.

Christian growth also needs this process. Whenever a silk-
Wworm or a person grows up, growing pain follows. In today’s
text, the immaturity of faith in a child’s parable is explained.
Verse 11 says, “There is much more we would like to say
about this, but it is difficult to explain, especially since you are
spiritually dull and don't seem to listen.” It means that because
you have not been trained, you have not experienced the
power of the Word.

Even if we have been Christians for a long time, we cannot
show progress in our faith without experiencing the power of
the Word and without practicing the Word in our lives.
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Chapter 6 urges believers not to remain at the stage of basic
teachings about Christ, but to grow into mature believers,
while warning apostates that they will face a miserable end.
Words of comfort and encouragement are given for them to
endure in hope.

Hebrews 6:13-20

13 For when God made a promise to Abraham, since he had
no one greater by whom to swear, he swore by himself,

14saying, “Surely [ will bless you and multiply you.”

15 And thus Abraham,having patiently waited, obtained the
promise.

16 For people swear by something greater than themselves,
and in all their disputes an oath is final for confirmation.

17 So when God desired to show more convincingly to the
heirs of the promise the unchangeable character of his pur-
pose, he guaranteed it with an oath,

18 50 that by two unchangeable things, in which it is impos-
sible for God to lie, we who have fled for refuge might have
strong encouragement to hold fast to the hope set before us.

19 We have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a
hope that enters into the inner place behind the curtain,

20 where Jesus has gone as a forerunner on our behalf, hav-
ing become a high priest forever after the order of Melchize-
dek.

=]
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o
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o=z

OfE2t&tof A ohAl StLtEC| of
£2 AL (6:13-15)
What was God’s promise to
Abraham? (6:13-15)

2% 7120 HES FS WP
?lafl o{C|= S0{7t0F BHL7F?
(6:19-20)

Where should we go to an—

chor the soul in hope?
(6:19-20)
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News hosts are often called anchors. An anchor is a person
that is able to keep the center of the fluctuating public opinion
and various rumors. People will be able to trust in the anchor’s
words, change their opinion, and find direction. God is our true
anchor because He is an anchor to our soul.

What is an anchor? It is an indispensable tool for ships. The
ship is immobilized with a hook tied to a rope and sinks to the
bottom of the sea. A ship is also anchored when it is harbored
at a port for long periods.

The anchors of this world are not strong and do not last long.
There is nothing that won't change, erode, or wear out over
time. However, a life that clings to God, who is a mighty an-
chor, can be revived even if everything is destroyed. There—
fore, you can find true comfort.

When you encounter the rough storm of life, please come to
the port called the church as soon as possible. Please hold
onto the anchor line of your life at the Cross of Christ. | pray
that you will be comforted by God, who is the anchor of your
soul, in the midst of the difficulties of life.
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Since the priesthood following Aaron’s order was not flaw-
less, Jesus Christ was established as a priest following the
order of Melchizedek, who had neither father nor mother nor
genealogy. Meanwhile, the old covenant given to the Isra—
elites through Moses was changed into the new covenant
through Jesus Christ.

Hebrews 8:6-13

6 But as it is, Christ has obtained a ministry that is as much
more excellent than the old as the covenant he mediates is
better, since it is enacted on better promises.

7 For if that first covenant had been faultless, there would
have been no occasion to look for a second.

8 For he finds fault with them when he says:”Behold, the
days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will establish a
new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of
Judah,

9 not like the covenant that I made with their fathers on the
day when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the
land of Egypt. For they did not continue in my covenant, and
so I showed no concern for them, declares the Lord.

10 For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of
Israel after those days, declares the Lord: I will put my laws
into their minds, and write them on their hearts, and I will be
their God, and they shall be my people.

11 And they shall not teach, each one his neighbor and each
one his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,” for they shall all
know me, from the least of them to the greatest.

12 For I will be merciful toward their iniquities, and [ will re-
member their sins no more.”

13 In speaking of a new covenant, he makes the first one ob-
solete. And what is becoming obsolete and growing old is
ready to vanish away.
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Let’s find the difference be-
tween the new covenant and
the old covenant. (8:6-7, 13)

Of|2{[0]OF MAFXEZF MIESH A 1
oF9| L2 FAALITII? (8:10)
What is the content of the
new covenant proclaimed by
the prophet Jeremiah? (8:10)
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Chapter 8 clarifies that the new covenant was established
through Jesus Christ. In the old covenant, Moses became a
mediator and established the covenant by sprinkling the blood
of beasts on the people. The new covenant was established
by Jesus Christ as the Mediator, not by sprinkling the blood of
the beast on the people, but by Jesus Christ Himself through
letting us drink his blood directly from the cup.

The important content of the old covenant was salvation if the
law was kept, and destruction if not. However, the new cove-
nant was changed to salvation if you believed in Jesus and
destruction if you did not believe in Jesus. What kind of grace
is this? Humans cannot keep all the laws. That is why a new
covenant was needed.

Believing in Jesus means to accept God'’s forgiveness, and not
believing in Jesus means to reject God'’s forgiveness. This is a
simple yet an amazing truth! It is wonderful good news for all
mankind today, and that is why it is the Gospel. This is the
greatest truth in the world.
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Chapter 9 describes the sanctuary under the old covenant,
the imperfect sacrifice, the eternal atonement of Jesus
Christ, the necessity of His death, and His perfect sacrifice.
It declares that Jesus came to the world not just to cover up
sin, but to eliminate sin, and that He offered a complete and
eternal atonement.

Hebrews 9:11-22

11 But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good
things that have come, then through the greater and more
perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this cre-
ation)

12 he entered once for all into the holy places, not by means
of the blood of goats and calves but by means of his own
blood, thus securing an eternal redemption.

13 For if the blood of goats and bulls, and the sprinkling of
defiled persons with the ashes of a heifer, sanctify for the pu-
rification of the flesh,

14 how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the
eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, purify
our conscience from dead works to serve the living God.

15 Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that
those who are called may receive the promised eternal inher-
itance, since a death has occurred that redeems them from
the transgressions committed under the first covenant.

16 For where a will is involved, the death of the one who
made it must be established.

17 For a will takes effect only at death, since it is not in force
as long as the one who made itis alive.

18 Therefore not even the first covenant was inaugurated
without blood.

19 For when every commandment of the law had been de-
clared by Moses to all the people, he took the blood of calves
and goats, with water and scarlet wool and hyssop, and
sprinkled both the book itself and all the people,

20 saying, “This is the blood of the covenant that God com-
manded for you.”

21 And in the same way he sprinkled with the blood both the
tent and all the vessels used in worship.

22 Indeed, under the law almost everything is purified with
blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgive-
ness of sins.
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What is the outcome from
Christ’s crucifixion? (9:11-12)

MUNOZ(REH, S|MHAL X
ARE Q1M 8) T(EE)= o
H 5240| QICk H2A5HILITF
What do you think is the pow—
er of “blood” biblically speak-
ing? Consider passover, sacri~
fice, priestly mandate, etc.
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Blood comes out when you squeeze the Bible
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Reformer Martin Luther confessed, “If you squeeze the Bible,
you will get blood.” The center of the Old Testament story is
the sacrifice. It is God’s people offering sacrifices to God. But
the essence of this ritual is blood. It is a sacrifice to God by
killing animals and causing them to bleed.

The heart of the New Testament story is Jesus Christ. Jesus
Christ came to this world and opened the way for human sal-
vation. But the heart of this ministry of Jesus Christ is also
blood. He hung on that cross and opened the way for human
salvation by shedding his blood.

When we rely on the blood of Jesus Christ, we are transferred
from death to life. It is proof that you have moved from God’s
judgment to the world of God’s love. If you only have the
blood, God’s judgment will pass over you.

When the blood of Christ is affixed to the doorpost of our
hearts, judgment will pass over us. No other religion can give
us this amazing grace.
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Chapter 10 summarizes the superiority of Christ’s sin offering
by comparing it with a restrictive system of law. All we need
is faith in this High Priest, and the importance of encouraging
one another is stated. Again and again, it has sternly warned
of the dangers of apostasy and emphasizes not losing con—
fidence in faith while remembering the perseverance of be—
lievers in the past.

Hebrews 10:32-39

32 But recall the former days when, after you were enlight-
ened, you endured a hard struggle with sufferings,

33 sometimes being publicly exposed to reproach and afflic-
tion, and sometimes being partners with those so treated.

34 For you had compassion on those in prison, and you joy-
fully accepted the plundering of your property, since you
knew that you yourselves had a better possession and an
abiding one.

35 Therefore do not throw away your confidence, which has
agreatreward.

36 For you have need of endurance, so that when you have
done the will of God you may receive what is promised.

37 For, “Yet a little while, and the coming one will come and
will not delay;

38 but my righteous one shall live by faith, and if he shrinks
back, my soul has no pleasure in him.”

39 But we are not of those who shrink back and are de-
stroyed, but of those who have faith and preserve their souls.
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Why is perseverance re-
quired? (10:36)

‘Lte| o022 WZo = UN|A0t
A2l2f = O MX|RfL| 1uHel
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What prophet confessed that
“My righteous ones will live
by faith?”
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Wirite “despair” but read it as “hope”
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In a sense, faith is like a coin that can always only come up
heads. In any situation, faith shows us only the side of hope.
You write “despair”, but always read it as “hope”. Obviously,
we are crying, but faith is what makes us interpret it as “joy”.
Faith can win despite being in a disadvantageous situation.
Once upon a time there was a very wise general. The general
always won whenever he went to war. He always summoned
all his men before the battle began and then pulled a coin out
of his pocket. Then he said, “You guys, | will toss this coin
high, and if it lands heads we will win. If it lands tails we will
lose. Now watch.” He threw the coin.

It landed heads. His subordinates cheered. Then they went
out and won. In the next battle, he just flipped a coin and he
got heads and won the battle again. He didn't tell anyone his
secret. Only the general knew. This is because the general’s
coin in the pocket was a special coin that had heads on both
sides.
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The author of Hebrews, who interprets faith in terms of
spirituality and perseverance, speaks in this chapter about
the nature of faith linked to practical application in life. He
enumerates several characters and insists that through faith—
based examples of righteousness, faith can overcome any
situation.

Hebrews 11:17-26

17 By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac,
and he who had received the promises was in the act of offer-
ingup his only son,

18 of whom it was said, “Through Isaac shall your offspring
be named.”

19 He considered that God was able even to raise him from
the dead, from which, figuratively speaking, he did receive
him back.

20 By faith Isaac invoked future blessings on Jacob and Es-
au.

21 By faith Jacob, when dying, blessed each of the sons of
Joseph, bowing in worship over the head of his staff.

22 By faith Joseph, at the end of his life, made mention of the
exodus of the Israelites and gave directions concerning his
bones.

23 By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three
months by his parents, because they saw that the child was
beautiful, and they were not afraid of the king’s edict.

24 By faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be
called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter,

25 choosing rather to be mistreated with the people of God
than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin.

26 He considered the reproach of Christ greater wealth than
the treasures of Egypt, for he was looking to the reward.
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How was Abraham'’s faith
revealed? (11:17)
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Like Abraham, what should
we do when there is a con—
flict between God's com-—
mand and God’s promise?
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No—-more—beyond 0|A] More—beyond=

From “No—more-beyond” to “More-beyond”
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It is said that a three-letter sign in Latin was erected in the
Strait of Gibraltar, which was once ruled by Spain. The sign
said NE-PLUS-ULTRA(NO MORE BEYOND). But Christopher
Columbus went past this sign and discovered the new conti—
nent of America. After that, it is said that the sign “NE” was
removed. Because “no” disappeared from “no-more-beyond,”
it became “more-beyond.”

Look at God’s promises through the eyes of faith. Hope is
waiting for you. The consistency of this hope was the secret
of Abraham’s life. He believed in the promises of God and
walked toward the promised land in faith. Surprisingly, Abra-
ham testified that in the process of offering his son Isaac, he
had faith in the resurrection.

While Abraham climbed Mount Moriah to sacrifice Isaac, the
greatest dilemma would have been the death of his son and
the conflict over God’s promises. He reasoned that in order for
God’s promises to come true, his son must live again. God
gave Abraham this command to test him, but he came to
hope that his son Isaac must live again in order for God’s
promise to be effective.
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Chapter 12 emphasizes that we must run the race of faith
and train ourselves while looking to Jesus Christ, who en-
dured on the cross. And once again, it speaks of the supe-
riority of the new covenant. While Chapter 11 lists examples
of old beliefs, this chapter teaches current Christians how to
practice their faith.

Hebrews 12:22-29

22 But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the
living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable an-
gels in festal gathering,

23 and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in
heaven, and to God, the judge of all, and to the spirits of the
righteous made perfect,

24 and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the
sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of
Abel.

25 See that you do not refuse him who is speaking. For if they
did not escape when they refused him who warned them on
earth, much less will we escape if we reject him who warns
from heaven.

26 At that time his voice shook the earth, but now he has
promised, “Yet once more [ will shake not only the earth but
also the heavens.”

27 This phrase, “Yet once more,” indicates the removal of
things that are shaken--that is, things that have been made--
in order that the things that cannot be shaken may remain.

28 Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that
cannot be shaken, and thus let us offer to God acceptable
worship, with reverence and awe,

29 for our God is a consuming fire.
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What are you asked to do
with reverence and awe?
(12:28)
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What is the way to bring joy
to God and people while
serving your neighbors?
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“Reverence and awe” represents the attitude of fearing God
while realizing the greatness of God and the lowliness of hu-
man beings and always being aware of the impending final
judgment of God.

Noah prepared an ark by fearing God(Heb. 11:7). Abraham
showed his fear of God by offering Isaac(Gen. 22:12). Jacob
feared God when he saw the vision and heard the covenant of
the ladder(Gen. 28:16, 17). Joseph told them to fear God to
preserve their lives(Gen. 42:18). The midwives feared God and
did not kill Hebrew boys(Exod. 1:17, 21).

Job turned away from evil because he feared God(Job 1:8).
David worshiped with awe and followed God’s Word(Psalm
5:7, 119:38). When Jehoshaphat was invaded by the armies of
the Moabites and the Ammonites, he feared God and declared
fasting(2 Chron. 20:3). Nehemiah prepared the legislation for
the people in the fear of God(Neh. 5:15). Jonah encountered a
typhoon and confessed that he was a God-fearing man(Jonah
1:9). Cornelius helped people with fear of God(Acts 10:2).
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While emphasizing the practical fruits of faith, this chapter
advises on social life, personal life, and faith life. After men-
tioning the Old Testament offering and Christ’s offering, it
recommends that we ought to offer a sacrifice of praise. The
letter ends with a simple prayer for blessings to the saints
along with a request for intercession.

Hebrews 13:1-8

1 Letbrotherly love continue.

2 Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for thereby
some have entertained angels unawares.

3 Remember those who are in prison, as though in prison
with them, and those who are mistreated, since you also are
inthe body.

4 Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let the mar-
riage bed be undefiled, for God will judge the sexually im-
moral and adulterous.

5 Keep your life free from love of money, and be content
with what you have, for he has said, “I will never leave you
nor forsake you.”

6 So we can confidently say, “The Lord is my helper; I will
not fear; what can man do to me?”’

7 Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word
of God. Consider the outcome of their way of life, and imi-
tate their faith.

8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.
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How to live the sacrifice of
life? (13:1-5)
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Confess the grace of Jesus
Christ that is the same yes—
terday, today, and forever in
your life.
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The original word “faith” has meanings such as “entrust’,
“trust”, “truth”, and “amen”. The meaning of “amen” that we
use often is “lean on a pillar.” People lean on money, power,
knowledge, and people. But all of those things are unsteady
and subject to change. You have to lean on things that don't
change. It is only God that does not change in this world.
Jesus Christ came to set an example of a true man in this
world. One of the attributes of Christ that we, as children of
God, must imitate is immutability. Jesus Christ is the same
yesterday and today and forever. The power of Christ, the
wisdom of Christ, the love of Christ, and the authority of Christ
remain unchanged forever.

But everything in this world is subject to change: youthfulness
changes, humanity changes, and authority changes. Even the
river and the mountain change. They say “after ten years, the
mountain and the river will change,” and “Wealth and honor do
not last 10 years.” Although we live in a world that is con-
stantly changing, our faith in serving God must not change.
Yesterday, today, and forever, we must imitate the same Christ
and serve God with unchanging faith.
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In this chapter, James exhorts the believers to persevere in
faith when trials come their way. He also tells them not to
merely listen to the Word but do what it says. This is true
religion that God accepts.

James 1:1-11

1 James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, To
the twelve tribes in the Dispersion: Greetings.

2 Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of vari-
ous kinds,

3 for you know that the testing of your faith produces stead-
fastness.

4 And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be
perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.

5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives
generously to all without reproach, and it will be given him.

6 But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for the one who
doubts is like a wave of the sea that is driven and tossed by
the wind.

7 For that person must not suppose that he will receive any-
thing from the Lord,;

8heis adouble-minded man, unstable in all his ways.
9 Let the lowly brother boast in his exaltation,

10and the rich in his humiliation, because like a flower of the
grass he will pass away.

11 For the sun rises with its scorching heat and withers the
grass; its flower falls, and its beauty perishes. So also will the
rich man fade away in the midst of his pursuits.
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What is the final outcome of
the testing of faith that pro—
duces perseverance? (1:3-4)
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What do you think is the
benefit and fruit of persever—

ance in the life of faith?
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Many of the problems in human relationships are experienced
because of the lack of “perseverance.” When people fail to
persevere, they rush into doing things that will eventually lead
to other forms of contention and quarrel. For example, in the
heat of moment, people say extreme things, causing deep
pain and hurt in others.

If we choose to persevere just a little bit more, we can avoid
hurting others much of the times. Perseverance also makes
loving others possible. Love makes perseverance possible. If
we fail to persevere, then that is the limit of our love. True love
leads to perseverance even in difficult times.

Perseverance is key to many blessings. Perseverance is key to
living a life that is abundant and fruitful. Those who do not
persevere will not be able to enjoy good harvest. But those
who do will do great things. Perseverance is embracing the
present suffering in the hope of future joy.

Trials in our life teach us how powerless we can be while how
powerful our God is. When we overcome trials through per—
severance, we will be mature and complete.
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James points out that showing favoritism to people based
on their looks is forbidden and violates God’s law of love. He
also teaches that faith without deeds is dead faith no matter
how much one may confess one’s faith with words.

James 2:14-26

14 What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith
but does not have works? Can that faith save him?

151f a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily
food,

16 and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and
filled,” without giving them the things needed for the body,
what good is that?

17 So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.

18 But someone will say, “You have faith and I have works.”
Show me your faith apart from your works, and I will show
you my faith by my works.

19 You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the de-
mons believe--and shudder!

20 Do you want to be shown, you foolish person, that faith
apart from works is useless?

21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he
offered up his son Isaac on the altar?

22 You see that faith was active along with his works, and
faith was completed by his works;

23 and the Scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham
believed God, and it was counted to him as righteous-
ness”--and he was called a friend of God.

24You see that a person is justified by works and not by faith
alone.

25 And in the same way was not also Rahab the prostitute
justified by works when she received the messengers and
sent them out by another way?

26 For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so also faith
apart from works is dead.

ne
oz
[

oz
At Gl= U232 A I AkH7E
=2 71017197 (2:14-17)

Why is faith without deeds
dead faith? (2:14-17)

A 0%
0 oot

What did Abraham and Ra—
hab do that were credited to
them as righteousness?
(2:12, 25)
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When Faith Meets Deed
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There is a story about Rainer Maria Rilke, a world renown Ger-
man-language poet. One day he was walking alongside a park
when he came across an old woman begging on the street.
He wanted to give her some money but, since he was poor
himself, he didn’t have any money to give.

So, instead of money, he took a rose from a nearby garden
and placed it on the woman'’s lap. This woman who had lived a
difficult and lonely life was so moved by this gesture of kind-
ness and compassion that she took his hand and kissed it.
Soon thereafter, this woman left the park with a rose in her
hand.

Although she did not receive any money from him, his act of
small kindness changed her life. In his care and kindness, she
discovered a new life. The heart of kindness and compassion
that Rilke shared with an old woman is the heart of Jesus
Christ that we as believers have been called to share with
others who may be alienated in our society today.
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James teaches about the life—governing principles for believ—-
ers. The life of a believer is to be ruled by heavenly wisdom
rather than earthly wisdom. Earthly desires are the root of all
kinds of evil. For this reason, believers are exhorted to let go
of the earthly desires and submit to the reign of God.

James 4:1-10

1 What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you?
Is it not this, that your passions are at war within you?

2You desire and do not have, so you murder. You covet and
cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel. You do not have, be-
cause you do not ask.

3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to
spend it on your passions.

4 You adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship
with the world is enmity with God? Therefore whoever
wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy
of God.

5 Or do you suppose it is to no purpose that the Scripture
says, “He yearns jealously over the spirit that he has made to
dwellinus™?

6 But he gives more grace. Therefore it says, “God opposes
the proud, but gives grace to the humble.”

7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and
he will flee from you.

8 Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse
your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you dou-
ble-minded.

2 Be wretched and mourn and weep. Let your laughter be
turned to mourning and your joy to gloom.

10Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you.
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S 2o 2t N7IX| &
= 2AULIR (4:1-4)
What are the three conse-
quences of earthly desires
and envy? (4:1-4)

BE0| 7IMOFE 4| Eil=
AL (4:6-10)

What is the fruit of humility in
life? (4:6-10)
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A tourist traveling in Poland visited a prominent Rabbi. When
he went to visit the rabbi, the rabbi had no furniture at his
home other than a desk and a tall chair. So the tourist asked
the Rabbi, “Rabbi, where are your furniture?” Rabbi responded
by asking him a question, “Where are YOUR furniture?” Puz-
zled by Rabbi’s questions, the tourist responded by saying ‘I
don’t have any furniture. | am a traveler.” Rabbi smiled and
said, “Soam |.”

People quarrel because of the desires in them. Their prayers
go unanswered because of the desires in them. Because of
their desires, they go far away from God. But our God still
wants grant us grace and God grants grace to those who are
humble. There is a saying, “Become a being first, then you will
not have trouble having.”

Humility is like an automatic door. Far away from the door,
nothing happens. But when we step closer to the door, the
door will automatically open. Similarly, when we take the step
of humility, the door of blessings and miracle will open in our
lives. Luther once said, ‘I would rather obey than work mira—
cles. The greatest faith is obedient faith.”
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The rich who oppress and extort the poor are severely con—
demned while the believers are encouraged to be patient
in suffering until the Lord’s coming. Finally, James teaches
about the power of prayer. He declares that there is power in
prayer of faith. He ends the letter with a praise for those who
turns a sinner from the errors of their way.

James 5:12-20

12 But above all, my brothers, do not swear, either by heaven
or by earth or by any other oath, but let your “yes” be yes and
your “no” be no, so that you may not fall under condemna-
tion.

13 [s anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone
cheerful? Let him sing praise.

14 [s anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of
the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with
oilin the name of the Lord.

15 And the prayer of faith will save the one who is sick, and
the Lord will raise him up. And if he has committed sins, he
will be forgiven.

16 Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for
one another, that you may be healed. The prayer of a righ-
teous person has great power as it is working.

17 Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed
fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and six
months it did not rain on the earth.

18 Then he prayed again, and heaven gave rain, and the earth
bore its fruit.

19 My brothers, if anyone among you wanders from the truth
and someone brings him back,

20 Jet him know that whoever brings back a sinner from his
wandering will save his soul from death and will cover a
multitude of sins.
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What should the one who'is in
trouble do? And what should
the one who is happy do?
(56:13)

Alof0] 4 S0 7|E 7} T
Q0/2 2ol f?

What is the benefit of prayer
in a believer's life?
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We live by praying
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God may not always answer our prayers according to what we
ask and desire. To say that God can do anything is different
from saying that God does everything. There are a lot of
things that we can do but should not do. If so, one may ask
why we should pray if God will not do everything that we ask.
One thing we need to understand is that prayer is not placing
an order with God.

Prayer is communication. Through prayer, we meet with God.
Through prayer, we discern God’s will for us. When we pray,
we spend time with God and so we also get to know God
when we pray. We come to experience God's presence and
God’s love for us when we pray. God is most close to us when
we pray. That is why we pray.

When we pray, God draws closer to us, shares with us God's
heart, and we are united with God. We are nothing if we don’t
pray. We need to pray to be people of faith.
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$ 1 for every day, we are planting the church of Jesus Christ!

| 2|7§E 2F Nehemiah Project-Church Planting Movement
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1. 3]E A&tk We plant a church at a time
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SHFAAIA o] AU T} God is leading our way

28191 312 online Giving
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£ $10, $20, $ 30, $ 50 per month oSHE $ 1 perday o8HE $ 30 per month
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Your $ 1 offering will be used for church planting projects of Korean United Methodist Churches
Hgtzelws|o| 0jz2iE FhH|sh= Lol AFZELICE
Your offering will support for future of The United Methodist Church.
o H0{3|= English speaking congregation

o CIQIZAIA Multi-ethnic ministry

© S5t02|3% Korean speaking congregation
o XIM|CHS|Z Next generation ministry
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How can we participate into church planting projects for Nehemiah project?

o 71E0f|A 2| ERILICE, You may give as afamily.

o XS} | of e ERILICE, You may share with your children,

o MEFIER SAZEHL|LCE. You would give with your credit card.

« L3{iojof 2SS S5H, HI2tM7|$ 2 QIS = UASLICEL
This gift can be listed as a tax—deductible gift for your tax report,

Mission Fund #iAlol= https://go.missionfund.org/kumcnehemiah
o2 HIYA L QEL|C}, Check payable to Nehemiah Project

W3IE M= =5l0|o} 2F 25 Nehemiah Project
P O Box 5553 Englewood NJ 07631 / Email contact : kumcdevotion@gmail.com
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The First Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage 2 Timothy 1:1-5

The God I serve,
just as my ancestors did

@ Opening Question

Please share if you are a “Cradle Christian” with a religious heritage passed down from
your grandparents or parents. Also share if you have memories of seniors or elders who
impacted your faith journey in a church.

@ Understanding today’s passage

Of all Paul's epistles, 2 Timothy is the last. Therefore, it is often said that the epistle of 2
Timothy reflects “Paul’s last wishes.” Anyone’s last words tend to add to their weight and
sincerity. Paul writes to Timothy, his beloved son of faith, at the end of his life, when he
missed Timothy most.

2 Timothy 1:2 says, “To Timothy my beloved son.” There is no blood or biological rela-
tionship between Paul and Timothy. However, Timothy was the son Paul gave birth to by
faith. Timothy met Jesus Christ through Paul and became a great partner in the ministry
of witnessing the gospel.

Paul calls Timothy “my beloved son Timothy,” and that is a gracious link. It is a link in the
cycle from Jesus to Paul and from Paul to Timothy. Everyone boasts of this link as a good
example, which is a virtuous cycle that reveals the glory of God and a virtue of the church.
The phrase “the God | serve with a clear conscience, just as my ancestors did”(1:3) means
that my faith is not alone, but that it has been passed down traditionally from ancestors.
Timothy's faith is not his own faith. First of all, it is the faith that has been handed down
from his mother and maternal grandmother. Itis “the faith that inherits the tradition.”

This link of being a good example can be seen in Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Itis a beauti-
fullink of faith from Abraham to his son Isaac, from Isaac to his son Jacob, and from Jacob
to his son Joseph. | hope that the connection that keeps faith in this way is strong in our



homes as well.

[tis most important to imitate people of good faith in our spiritual life and in our church life.
| hope that members of the faith community will become a model of faith for those who
become believers for the first time and have grace to stand on God's blessing by imitating
seniors of mature faith.

© Into the Word

1. Whois Timothy according to Paul's introduction, and how does Paul express his faith? (1:2, 5)

2. From whom did Timothy’s faith first come? (1:5)

@ Into our Life

1. Children will naturally grow up to be good persons when parents live honorably rather
than any other method to teach their children. Children imitate their parents. What is
the proper way to act as a parent of faith?

2.Inthe community of faith, how is it appropriate to act as an example of faith to new be—
lievers and to imitate seniors of mature faith?

© Memory Verse - 2 Timothy 1:5

‘' am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and
your mother Eunice and now, | am sure, dwells in you as well.”

® Sharing with your children

Have your mom and dad positively influenced you in your faith walk? In what ways have
your mom and dad contributed to your spiritual life?
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week 2 The Second Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage Hebrews 4:14-16

Let us approach God’s throne of grace
with confidence”

@ Opening Question

| believe that no one in this world can flourish without God's grace, and that there is no one
in this world who doesn’t need God's grace. It is the power of faith that prevents difficult
and challenging circumstances from swallowing up my soul. Please share the moments
of grace in your life when you triumphed through faith.

@ Understanding today’s passage

People say we have a dilemma because the world is now desolate. But the real problem
is that their minds are devastated. They often feel anxious, at times irritated, and at times
discouraged. How can you control those minds? God's grace is needed to come to those
hearts.

Faith is the power to evolve into newer creation by wisely accepting the shortcomings of
life by the grace of God. If you are disappointed, resentful, and frustrated with only the
current situation you can see, it is not true faith. God has made people’s paths different,
so you shouldn’t be quick to judge whether or not you are blessed. The important thing is
to go your own way silently, relying on God's grace.

\Whenever you are in trouble in your life, don't look for another way. The more troubled you
are, the more you need to hold onto Jesus and look to Jesus. In fact, no one understands
our weaknesses better than Jesus(4:15). Even if we have weaknesses and sins and
transgressions, we must boldly come before the throne of grace. Verse 16 says, “Let us
then approach God's throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and
find grace to help us in our time of need.”

God'’s helping hand is available “in our time of need.” The phrase “grace to help us in our
time of need” means grace to help us with what we need most at the most appropriate



time. Just because we help someone blindly doesn’'t mean that it's good. Just as you
have the help you need as a child, you have the help you need as an adult. God knows that
very well, and He is giving you the right help when it is most needed.

One of the greatest sins a person commits is not seeking God'’s favor because of pride. If
you ask for grace, you may look foolish for a moment, but if you dont ask for grace, you'll
be stupid for a lifetime. When you ask for grace, you may look foolish, but God sees it with
pleasure. Therefore, the secret to solving the problem is surprisingly easy and handy. That
is “seeking grace.” With the grace of God, the problem will disappear before itis solved.

© Into the Word

1. What kind of person is Jesus as high priest? (4:15)

2. What is the justification for boldly advancing to the throne of grace? (4:16)

@ Into our Life

1.The Lord is the one who can give us the most appropriate grace, because Jesus knows
all our circumstances and standing. We may have trials that are sometimes extremely
challenging. What should we do at such a time?

2.1f you are humble, you will surely receive grace, but you need patience to make that
grace yours. The phrase “grace to help us in our time of need” also means that it is not
given as soon as you want, butin God’s time. What is our attitude to obtain such grace?

© Memory Verse -Hebrews 4:16

“Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy
and find grace to help in time of need.”

® Sharing with your children

Mom and Dad understand your circumstances best, so tell them everything. Then they will
give you the best when you need it most. The same is true of Jesus. So what do you think?
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week 3 The Third Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage Hebrews 10:19-25

Things to do as the day of
his return draws near

@ Opening Question

If you have recently encouraged others or received encouragement from others, let's
share that with each other. Encouragement is the word “parakaleo” in Greek. This means “to
be comfortable, to comfort, to help, to inspire courage.” Encouraging others is what we
need to do as the day of his return draws near.

@ Understanding today’s passage

The Bible reports many stories of encouragement and compassion. In the New Testament,
21 out of 27 books are written as letters. These letters are words of consolation and en-
couragement. Apostle Paul writes a letter of encouragement to those who are persecuted
while believing in Jesus in the early church. “God is with you. Don’t worry. Don’t be afraid.”
The Bible teaches many ways to encourage. The first is to listen. Listening with interest will
encourage people. Also listen with your ears and with your eyes. It is to listen attentively to
the stories of loved ones who are going through a tough time through the ears of the heart.
The second is to hold them. There are difficulties in most people’s lives. When | meet
such people,  may not have time to talk deeply, but I hold on to his or her hand. Then | be—
lieve wonderful and mysterious things will unfold. Tears form in their eyes while holding
their hand. Ministry will arise if we have a heart of compassion with genuine love.

The last thing is to give. It is said that the giver is blessed. It is to show kindness. There are
many ways to help and care for people: to communicate, to write letters, to keep in touch.
When is “that day?” It means the day when the Lord returns. As that day approaches,
what is the mission we are called for? As the day gets closer, God asks us to encourage
each other. When we encourage each other, people begin to gather. When we comfort
and love each other, we come together. Then the church will be revived.



Church meetings are not gatherings for the sake of meetings. Itis a gathering to practice love.
Please comfort and encourage each other within the chair. If you criticize someone because
he or she can't sing, no one will join the choir. The same goes for small group meetings. If you
hold, comfort, love, and encourage each other, the gathering cannot but grow in number.

Our mission is to plant the heavens in the earth. It's about being grateful and loving. The
specific way of expressing gratitude and love is to encourage. Find people’s love, find
their good contribution, and encourage them. Please thank each other even for a small
thing. This is the way to pave the way for the Lord to return. Say hello to the person next to
you. “Thank you. you have done a good job, | love you.”

© Into the Word

1.What kind of person is Jesus in today's text? (10:23)

2.What are some of the virtues of faith that we have to honor as the end draws closer?
(10:24-25)

@ Into our Life

1.What are the mostimportant services we must offer in the faith community as a mem-
ber of a church called by Jesus?

2.The peace of community is a blessing. Peace comes in loving and encouraging each
other. What are some of the things we must do for the welfare and peace of our com-
munity?

© Memory Verse - Hebrews 10:24

“‘And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works”

® Sharing with your children

How do you feel when you receive praise and encouragement from someone? How
would you feel if Jesus praised you?
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week 4 The Fourth Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage James 5:7-11

Blessed are those who persevere

@ Opening Question

There is a disorder called “Hot Temper.” Most people have experienced this breakdown.
Let’s share our own experiences.

@ Understanding today’s passage

What was the closure given to Job, who experienced the limits of human suffering?
In the last chapter of Job, it is said that God ended Job's plight and gave him twice as
much as all previous possessions(Job 42:10). All of Job’s brothers and sisters, as well as
those of whom he had known before, came and comforted him by eating with him in his
house(Job 42:11). God even gave Job the blessing of longevity, he lived a hundred and
forty years and saw his son and four generations of grandchildren(Job 42:16).

This is the blessing of those who have endured things even worse than death. Therefore
today’s text conclusively says, “We give great honor to those who endure under suffer-
ing”(5:11). The text repeats the words that somewhat contradict the attitude of most
people inourtime. Itis “to be patient” which is repeated three times in verses 7 and 8.
Verse 10 states “For examples of patience in suffering, look at the prophets who spoke
in the name of the Lord.” “Patience in suffering” used here means “to give up all of your—
self” more than “to endure.” It also means to be patient until some purpose or result is
achieved.

Inverse 11, there is the phrase “endure under suffering.” This means to survive and per-
severe to the end underneath the stressful life situations. In other words, even if a build-
ing collapses and you are trapped underneath it, you are asked to persevere to the end.
The reasons for the believers to be patient can be found in verses 8 and 9; “the Lord’s
coming is near---look, the Judge is standing at the door!” These words mean that we



must be patient and endure because the coming of the Lord, who will judge with justice,
is near. Those who have troubled you will be judged when the Lord arrives, and you will be
rewarded for your perseverance.

So be patient like a farmer! Be patient like a prophet! Be patient like Job! You will see with
your own eyes that the Lord judges those who make you struggle so hard. You will expe—
rience God who rewards you and blesses you for your patience.

© Into the Word

1.How long do we have to endure and what are we waiting for? (5:7-8)
2.What should be imitated from the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord? (5:10)

3.The blessings of those who endure are compared to those of Job's later years. What
was the blessing of Job's later years? (Reference: Job 42)

@ Into our Life

1. The duration that the saints must persevere is “until the Lord’s Second Coming.” Even
though we do not know when that will happen, verse 8 says, “the Lord’s advent is
near.” So what do you think your attitude of patience and self-control should be?

2.0nthe other hand, the words about being patient until “the advent of the Lord” means “to
be patient until death,” that is, to be patient even if you die. To what extent do you think
the limits of the tolerance and patience of the saints must extend?

© Memory Verse - James 5:8

“Youalso, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand.”

® Sharing with your children

s it easy or difficult for you to be patient? Have you ever been patient with something re-
cently? How have you been patient and persistent?
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I
MISSIONARY

OF THE MONTH

My name is Temba
Nkomozepi and I have served
as a missionary at the Mujila
Falls Agriculture Center
in Zambia since 2017. Our
center’s mission is derived
from John 10:10b, “I have come
that they may have life, and
that they may have it more

Temba Nkomozepi, a missionary from Zimbabwe serving in
Zambia with Mujila Falls Agriculture Center, with his wife, abundantly.” (NK]V) We run a
Angela, and their son, Lungile Elston.

PHOTO: TEMBA NKOMOZEP!

small farm and promote rural
development by supporting
small income generating projects in our local communities.

One such project is our Lima Yimu (“One Lima”) project. The women
enrolled in the project harvested their soy beans and we bought the beans
they wanted to sell. I am hopeful that Mujila Falls is going in the right
direction in empowering the community, one small step at a time, a quarter
of a hectare (“lima”) at a time. One farmer planted about 26 pounds of seed
and harvested more than 220 pounds of beans!

Recently, we had a consultative meeting with church leaders and
representatives of our local communities. During the meeting, we heard
several testimonies about the ways our work has improved lives and brought
the joy of the Lord.

The leader of Kafwali Village, Kamwandi, was grateful for how Mujila
employs and trains local workers and pays decent wages. He also talked
about the Mama Roxanne Day Care Center here at Mujila Falls, which
provides free preschool education to children between the ages of 4 and
6. Another village leader thanked us for sending the two facilitators of the
daycare center, Angela Kanchinyi and Elijah Taulosi, to Early Childhood
Education College part-time. The leader of Chiyengi Village was grateful for
the free eggs and milk that we provide for children under the age of 5. The



local leaders also requested that the mission go further to reach out to more
people by building a school or hospital.

I am grateful for all the supporters who have helped us accomplish so
much in this remote area of Zambia. What was meant to be an agriculture
initiative has become a holistic approach to ministry. The mission and the
community have grown and learned from one another.

I have also grown with my work. I married two years ago and my
wife, Angela, and I were blessed with a son late last year. As a father and
missionary, God has equipped me with skills and connections and put me in
a position of great responsibility. In both my personal and missionary roles, I
find that I am required to do more than I can do alone, and I am blessed with
the support of my loving wife, friends, family and others who serve God.

My work brings joy to me and
has helped me to find purpose
through serving others. I am
encouraged by the John Wesley
quote: “Do all the good you can, By
all the means you can, In all the
ways you can, In all the places you

, ' can, At all the times you can, To all
Two women from Minyanya (about 31 miles

away) cycled and walked for more than 10 hours the people you can, As long as ever

one way to buy eggs from Muijila Falls Agriculture you can.” Imagine how much more
Center. A Mujila staff member assists with

. we could do with others if we all
packing the eggs. PHOTO: TEMBA NKOMOZEPI

lived by these words.

Dr. Temba Nkomozepi, from Zimbabwe, serves as an agriculturist with
Mujila Falls Agriculture Center. He holds a Bachelor of Science degree in
agriculture from the United Methodist-related Africa University in Mutare
and a master’s degree and Ph.D. in agricultural civil engineering from
Kyungpook National University in Daegu, South Korea.

Contact Info: thnkomozepi@umcmission.org
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