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sitting before you 39 2Fof gto}
eating your Word 54 9] &&-& Ql11
praying to you, =2 7| o=

will have a fellowship with you.
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Could you not watch with me one hour?
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Noah, who worshipped God with bumed offerings, was blessed ! 1
by God to be fruitful and increase in number. God made a cov- | BHLHEMIA ZM S2I9t oo B
___________________________________________ ¢ M Baskd A2 folver
flood and as proof showed the rainbow in the cloud. Noah was 1 (3-43) 1
drunk with wine and fell asleep and his naked body was ex- | What was the food given by |
posed to his son, Ham, whom Noah cursed to be slaves of his . God and the accompanying |
brothers. ‘ warning? (9:3-4) !
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7 Hymn 393 Great is Thy Faithfulness

Meditation - Genesis 9:20-27 ReadigPan - Genesis 9

20'Noah began to be a man of the soil, and he planted a vine-
yard.

21 He drank of the wine and became drunk and lay uncov- | 247 010] 521 off|2 200] SA
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22 And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of his Please meditate deeply on the =
father and told his two brothers outside. meanings contained in the o g st EHQ(ESV/JHQ”I%')
22 Then Shem and Japheth took a garment, laid it on both e () o O-I QI- o= E P}}ﬂ
their shoulders, and walked backward and covered the na- o
kedness of their father, Their faces were turned backward, 950z BEROI &£

and they did not see their father’s nakedness.
24 When Noah awoke from his wine and knew what his
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L Today is the first day of 2022. The pandemic which began in 2020
changed our lifestyle but the first day of the new year still brings us
C new expectations and hope. We expect a better future than the
e 7IE one Prayer past and make wishes like the end of the pandemic coming soon,
9'_ :'?;AFOI‘ g Ml:): 2 Eo|-| good health for family members, good conditions at children’s
=L = A| OO Af o schools, good financial conditions for family, etc. | can guess that
TI:IO| T 2o= E you all have your own expectations and hopes for the new year. Did
AlXFI= ALK 2 AL_|: God also have His own expectations and hopes as He created the
ELol-l_ 2L =2 Xd I I- world with His “Word"?
God's Word by itself is the promise and the command that would
be fulfiled with certainty. Therefore, the expectations and hopes of
= =, God, that is, “His providence, will, and plan,” would clearly be dif-
0 J._I'_SIQI' A}‘E‘,XI‘% '?‘Iohl‘ 7IE ferent from those of humans. On the first day of the new year, we
may have a myriad of our own expectations and hopes, but as be-
Prayer for ChUrCheS lievers we must first seek and find the expectations and hopes of
& Pastors our Lord - “His providence, will and plan” - because our faith is

built on Genesis 1:1. Unless we seek and find the expectations and
hopes in life based on our belief in the Word, “God created the
world,” our faith will eventually be shaken. | pray that we begin the
new year today by seeking hope in the new year based on our faith
] @ﬂllxlﬂ“ﬁﬁéﬂldl =‘¥_11I(AK) in the Word.
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“Socially distant but Spiritually connected!”
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The Two Ways
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The psalmist presents us with two different ways of life; one
leading to blessing and the other to perishing.

J3 (Hymn 413) When Peace, Like a River, Attendeth My Way

Meditation  PSalm 1 ReadingPlan - Psalm 1-2

1 Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the
wicked, nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat
of'scoffers;

2but his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law he
meditates day and night.

3 He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its
fruit in its season, and its leaf does not wither. In all that he
does, he prospers.

4 The wicked are not so, but are like chaff that the wind
drives away.

5 Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor
sinners in the congregation of the righteous;

6 for the LORD knows the way of the righteous, but the way
of the wicked will perish.

Engaging with Words
s 20z
90| 22| =5t s
TR %)
What makes one happy? (1:2)

94010] 7200] &li= 0/Ri= 291!
L7k (3-4%)

Why does the wicked become
like chaff? (1:3-4)
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I'm a biblical archaeologist digging in Israel. During the excavation
seasons, when our team stayed in a kibbutz, oftentimes the locals
asked us, “Did you find something?” Here, “something” means
some valuable artifacts, like an object made of gold. But for Chris—
tian archaeologists, one of the true values comes from the fact that
they come close to the time of Jesus and the ancient Israelites.
This is a true blessing.

When we think about blessing, we automatically think about
worldly material blessings by having a higher office or status in the
world. However, according to Psalm 1, this is not the case. Just like
the tree planted by streams of water (1:3), the psalmist insists that
the true blessing is to live with the source of our life. That is, we
can get the true blessings when we abide in God.

If we abide in God, we'll not only lack nothing but also automati-
cally bear fruits in Him. So, this psalm asks us to examine our heart
and life whether we're yielding fruit or whether we're withering. In
doing so, we can know whether we're abiding in God or at least
going on the way that leads us to come closer to God, or the way
to perishing. Which way are you taking right now?
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The psalmist presents us with an idea that deliverance belongs
to God.

3 (Hymn 406) | Have Found Sweet Rest

Meditation + Psalm 3 ReadingPlan - Psalm 3-5

10 LORD, how many are my foes! Many are rising against
me;

2many are saying of my soul, there is no salvation for him in
God. Selah

3Butyou, O LORD, are a shield about me, my glory, and the
lifter of my head.

41 cried aloud to the LORD, and he answered me from his
holy hill. Selah

5] lay down and slept; I woke again, for the LORD sustained
me.

6 [ will not be afraid of many thousands of people who have
set themselves against me all around.

7 Arise, O LORD! Save me, O my God! For you strike all my
enemies on the cheek; you break the teeth of the wicked.

8 Salvation belongs to the LORD; your blessing be on your
people! Selah

Engaging with Words

M A
YZ 502

HE0A S2M0] QT L7 A
0] AELITR (1F)

Have you ever felt that you
were surrounded by your ene—
mies? (3:1)

‘015204 UOJLIAA Lto| StLt
HO|o{ LIS L 2I5tAM"2t T &
LIEH 2232 MOo| JSLITI?
(7%)

Have you ever cried to God,
“Arise, O LORD! Save me, O
my God!"? (3:7)
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[t was the summer of 2014 when a war broke out between Israel and
Gaza. After the night | heard the air raid sirens four or five consecutive
times, | was ordered to evacuate from Israel. Arranging immediate
evacuation during the war and particularly on the Sabbath seemed im—
possible. But at the end of the next day, | was able to sit in the airplane.
When | looked back at myself, | saw that | was very anxious because |
didn’t have trust in God.

In our life on earth, anxiety comes when we think that we are sur-
rounded by our enemies. Our hectic life is a reflection of our lack of
trust in God. As a psalmist said, “Be still, and know that | am God” (Ps
46:10). It is in a reversed order but when we put our trust in God
(knowing who our God is), then, we can be still in this hectic and con—
fused world.

There is a song with lines that go like this: “It may look like I'm sur—
rounded but I'm surrounded by you.” This is the confession that the
psalmist extrapolates in this psalm. Though he is experiencing a hard

time because of his enemies, he knows that he is not surrounded by
Prayer for Churches & Pastors his enemies but by God. The psalmist has faith in God. He believes that
iAol Ial 15 KLtE his God is the one who prep.ares a table in the prgsence of.his enemies
EEL"'TS?Q““EMQL 221X (Ps 23:5). So, the song continues to go on, “This is how | fight my bat—
SAMYARZIR| W3], SFZHH(TX) ” i i
- tles.” When trouble comes, this should be our confession as well.
SIS 2ot 7=
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Psalm 6 is a prayer asking God for healing not only for his body
but also for his soul.

3 (Hymn 314) More Love to Thee, O Christ,

Meditation + Psalm 6 ReadingPlan - Psalm 6-7

10 LORD, rebuke me not in your anger, nor discipline me in
your wrath.

2 Be gracious to me, O LORD, for I am languishing; heal
me, O LORD, for my bones are troubled.

3 My soul also is greatly troubled. But you, O LORD--how
long?

4 Turn, O LORD, deliver my life; save me for the sake of
your steadfast love.

5 For in death there is no remembrance of you; in Sheol who
will give you praise?

6 ] am weary with my moaning; every night I flood my bed
with tears; I drench my couch with my weeping.

7 My eye wastes away because of grief; it grows weak be-
cause of all my foes.

8 Depart from me, all you workers of evil, for the LORD has
heard the sound of my weeping.

9 The LORD has heard my plea; the LORD accepts my
prayer.

10 All my enemies shall be ashamed and greatly troubled;
they shall turn back and be put to shame in a moment.

Engaging with Words

A A
o &0z

XIRE floh 7|=aHEHM? 1
2CHH of HojlM 250l S
LR (5%)

Have you prayed for healing?
Then why did you want to re=
cover from the illness? (6:5)

SHLHEH| 7| =8t I SHLEEHIM &
AO| 7|=E SO4ICH= 20|
SLIR %)

When you pray to God, do you
have conviction that God hears
your prayer? (6:9)
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When | first went to the reserve duty training in Korea, one guy
caught the others’ eyes because he was different. He was not only
well-built, but he also wore a different uniform and a beret. He was
a part of special forces while most of them were normal foot sol-
diers. But it was more surprising to see that during the training, like
running in the field, crawling, or shooting, he didn’t want to do any-
thing. | heard he didn’t want dirt to get on his uniform!

Nowadays, it has become a trend that we exercise our body, run—
ning and lifting in order to achieve one’s ideal body shape. But with
those great muscles and abs, if we don’t get to use them, they are
useless. Of course, through an ideally healthy body we can have a
healthy life without illnesses and sickness. But if that is all, we may
say that that is also in vain.

We should strive to have a healthy body, mind, and soul. So,
when we are sick, we should pray to God for healing like the

psalmist. It is important to have a healthy body which also helps us
Prayer for Churches & Pastors to have a healthy mind and soul. But more important than having a
) sound body, mind, and soul is the purpose of having them. We
HUAS AR 0S|, O[H(TX) . . :
= orsR(mE], QBT should ask. ourselves if we are u§|ng our healthy boqy, mind, and
el M= 93t 7|5 sou] to praise God. As the psalmist says, there is a time when we
can't.
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The psalmist acknowledges and praises God’s majestic sover—
eignty, which gives human dignity.

3 (Hymn 21) Praise to the Lord, the Almighty

10 LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the
earth! You have set your glory above the heavens.

2 Out of the mouth of babies and infants, you have estab-
lished strength because of your foes, to still the enemy and
the avenger.

3 When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the
moon and the stars, which you have set in place,

4 what is man that you are mindful of him, and the son of
man that you care for him?

5Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly be-
ings and crowned him with glory and honor.

6 You have given him dominion over the works of your
hands; you have put all things under his feet,

7 all sheep and oxen, and also the beasts of the field,

8 the birds of the heavens, and the fish of the sea, whatever
passes along the paths of the seas.

2 O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the
earth!

Engaging with Words

nr& 03

=20 39—

A 7|Xb= A siLids 2t
SIL|TR (2-3%)
How does the psalmist praise
God? (8:2-3)

AIH 7|X= RS LS| A
=t {9 HEANSLIR
(4-8%)

How does the psalmist relate

himself to God’s creation?
(8:4-8)
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Passport powerl! It means how many countries one can enter vi—
sa—free or visa—on-arrival with his/her passport. Before the out—
break of the Coronavirus, | went to visit an underground church in a
Muslim country with my college students. Those who had Korean
and Singaporean passports received the visa upon their arrival at
the airport. But those who had a U.S. passport had to apply for the
visa ahead of time.

Those who have a high-ranking passport are very proud of their
countries. Accordingly, my Singaporean and other Korean students
were very proud to be the citizens of Singapore and Korea. This
passport ranking, however, fluctuates depending on the global po—
litical and economic situations. But at the same time, it shows us
inequality.

We know that there is a citizenship that unseats those high—rank—
ing passports in the world. That is the sonship, which anyone can
claim to have by acknowledging and confessing God’s sovereignty
over all his creation. God is all powerful and majestic. Therefore,
whoever claims to be His sons and daughters are also endowed
with this divine dignity. So, which passport is the best to hold? The
passport of the children of God! Do you have this passport?
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In the midst of imminent danger, the psalmist confesses that
God is his refuge where he can find safety and peace.

5 (Hymn 407) Dying with Jesus
Meditation » Psalm 11 ReadingPlan - Psalm 10-12

1 In the LORD I take refuge. How then can you say to me:
“Flee like a bird to your mountain.

2For look, the wicked bend their bows; they set their arrows
against the strings to shoot from the shadows at the upright
inheart.

3 When the foundations are being destroyed, what can the
righteous do?”

4The LORD is in his holy temple; the LORD is on his heav-
enly throne. He observes everyone on earth; his eyes exam-
ine them.

5 The LORD examines the righteous, but the wicked, those
who love violence, he hates with a passion.

6 On the wicked he will rain fiery coals and burning sulfur; a
scorching wind will be their lot.

7 For the LORD is righteous, he loves justice; the upright
will see his face.

Engaging with Words

G2 SiLHEMH it H0| AZL

Have you ever taken refuge in
God? (11:1)

SILIEHAM 2218 AlRlstAl= O]
27t 2ARALTIR (BF)

What would be a reason for
God to test the righteous?
(11:5)
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Sometime in July back in 2014, as | said before, | had four or five in—
coming rockets from Gaza. A couple of days earlier, the head of securi—
ty at the kibbutz where we were staying, instructed us on what to do
when we heard an air raid siren. We should run to a nearby shelter. A
good thing was that since we were in the outer range, we had 15-20
seconds before rockets hit us after we heard sirens. But somehow, |
didn’t know where the closest one was for me.

Many people laughed seeing the old and rusty shelters. But that night
was different. Everybody got scared. And at one point, | heard a guy
next to my room go outside. If he runs to the shelter, | want to follow
him. My old neighbor, however, told me that he is too old to make it to
the shelter in time. In the imminent danger, we not only have to know
where to run although it doesn’t look good to our eyes, but we also
need to be able to run. | believe it is true to our Christian life as well.

In our life, whether it is physical or spiritual, if we have reasons to take
refuge in God, we have to know where we can find Him. But first thing
first. We have to believe in God and trust that God will protect us. In
the world, people may laugh at us for having God as our shelter. But
when the time comes, for those who trust God, they can run and take
refuge in God. Those who don't have trust in God not only don't know
where to escape but also can’t race on that day.
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The psalmist says that those who are holy may go and abide in
God.

3 (Hymn 425) Have Thine own way, Lord

Meditation « Psalm 15 ReadingPlan - Psalm 13-16

1LORD, who may dwell in your sacred tent? Who may live
on your holy mountain?

2 The one whose walk is blameless, who does what is righ-
teous, who speaks the truth from their heart;

3 whose tongue utters no slander, who does no wrong to a
neighbor, and casts no slur on others;

4 who despises a vile person but honors those who fear the
LORD; who keeps an oath even when it hurts, and does not
change their mind;

5 who lends money to the poor without interest; who does
not accept a bribe against the innocent. Whoever does these
things will never be shaken.

Engaging with Words

HEE L
BiLEEI2 OfCiol H8HILITR

(1%)
Where does God live? (15:1)

StLte Q0| Aot XHOjIA| O
AL0| FOIRELIIR (5H)
What promise is given to those
who make themselves abide in
God? (15:5)
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One summer, when we were digging, a college dig volunteer ac—
cidently picked a pottery sherd from behind him and put it in a
bucket, which was designated for the area where he was working
on, which was in front of him. It was just a small pottery sherd. But
we had to make a special mark on the label of the bucket-"con-
tamination.”

In doing archaeological excavation, meaning scientific studies not
treasure hunting, recording is very important. In order to study ex—
cavated artifacts, we have to know where they come from. The
whole study is based on the integrity of the collected artifacts.
Putting an artifact in a bucket other than the one that it is supposed
to be in compromises the integrity of the whole batch. It can’t be
trusted and therefore it can't be included in our study. The same
goes to our faith seeking.

The psalmist says that holy God is dwelling on His holy hill. So, in
order to come and abide in God, we must be holy. The psalmist
lists how we can be holy in vv. 2-5. They are the ways in which we
can keep our integrity as God’s holy people. And those who keep
them can abide in God. But those who do not keep them, they
compromise their integrity and therefore can’t go and abide in God.
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The psalmist says that if we trust that God is our salvation, we
should also trust that God will take vengeance for us.

3 (Hymn 386) In the Rifted Rock I'm Resting

Meditation - Psalm 18:46-50 ReadingPlan - Psalm 17-18

46 The LORD lives! Praise be to my Rock! Exalted be God
my Savior!

47 He is the God who avenges me, who subdues nations un-
derme,

48 who saves me from my enemies. You exalted me above
my foes; from a violent man you rescued me.

49 Therefore I will praise you, LORD, among the nations; I
will sing the praises of your name.

50 He gives his king great victories; he shows unfailing love
to his anointed, to David and to his descendants forever.

Engaging with Words
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Who gives us vengeance?
(18:47)
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To Whom does God promise
to show his steadfast love?
(18:50)
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One semester when | was studying, one classmate reviewed my
paper badly. | had a grudge on him. But in the next semester, he
and | were sitting in the same class again. And once again, we had
to write a research paper and we had to review the others’ work.
“Should | volunteer to review his paper?” | thought. But | hesitated.
At that moment, our professor told us, “If you're going after some—
one, this is the chance.” So, | raised my hand with a big smile.

In the world, we may say ‘vengeance is mine” because if not, no
one would help me and make things right. So, in modern society,
“vengeance is mine” has become an axiom. This phrase, “Ven-
geance is mine,” is from Deuteronomy 32:35 and it was quoted by
Paul in Romans 12:19. But the importance should be given to the
fact that vengeance belongs to God, not to us.

How can we know that God would take vengeance for us? So,
the psalmist shows his trust in God that God is his rock and his sal-
vation. Trust matters. Because the psalmist believes that God is his
salvation, he can also trust that God will take vengeance for him.
Do we have such trust? Or do we take our vengeances by our-
selves?
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The psalmist maintains that people of God should take pride in
the name of the LORD.

J3 (Hymn 352) Stand Up for Jesus

Meditation + Psalm 20 ReadingPlan - Psalm 19-21

1 May the LORD answer you when you are in distress; may
the name of the God of Jacob protect you.

2 May he send you help from the sanctuary and grant you
support from Zion.

3 May he remember all your sacrifices and accept your burnt
offerings.

4May he give you the desire of your heart and make all your
plans succeed.

5May we shout for joy over your victory and lift up our ban-
ners in the name of our God. May the LORD grant all your
requests.

6 Now this I know: The LORD gives victory to his anointed.
He answers him from his heavenly sanctuary with the victo-
rious power of his right hand.

7 Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in
the name of the LORD our God.

8They are brought to their knees and fall, but we rise up and
stand firm.

9LORD, give victory to the king! Answer us when we call!

U 402

SILIE2 OIC|0N =22 HLA|
1 X5t AALTR ()
From where would God send
help and provide support?
(20:2)

PelE TS AHALoHOF B
LR (7&)

What should we be proud of?
(207)
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On the Friday when | left Israel in the middle of excavation due to the
Gaza War in 2014, | didn't worry too much about arranging my evacuation
in the first place. | had special insurance for this kind of an incident! It was
not the usual travel insurance, but one that was specialized for rescuing,
evacuation, and repatriation. While many other colleagues couldn’t do any-
thing in the middle of havoc, | managed to be calm. | told them | had insur—
ance. | took pride in my special insurance.

So, | tried to use it to show them what kind of service | could get. | made
a call through Skype to an office in Philadelphia. But when they learned
where | was, they transferred me to some other office who knew about my
area. After a long wait and transferring, | finally got to talk to a so—called
specialist. | expected that he would dispatch a special evacuation team to
me and give me a special airlift. On the phone, all | heard was, “It's danger-
ous. Get out of there!” in a thick British accent. | just learned that my insur-
ance was useless and it shattered my pride.

In the world, we rely on and put our trust in various kinds of insurance

= = just in case. For sure, we should have health insurance, auto insurance,
o =] . . .
";‘49"' f”gx}hs ";:ﬂ 7= rental insurance, and so on. But if we put our trust in them and we take
rayer for Churches & Pastors pride in them, it becomes a totally different story. The psalmist knows that

LUBIOIAT| BRI T 5 SHOIEE, O[EA(TX) th.ose'who have chariots and horsgs _vvquld win a battle. So, people tgke

BHR(TY) pride in them. However, the psalmist insists that people of God take pride
== “in the name of the LORD” (20:7). What are you proud of? Worldly posses—
sions? Or God?
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The psalmist instructs us that we should be clean in and outside
in order to stand in God’s holy place.

J3 (Hymn 8) Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty

Medtation » Psalm 24:1-6 ReadingPlan - PSalm 2224

1 The earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it, the world,
and all who live in it;

2 for he founded it on the seas and established it on the wa-
ters.

3 Who may ascend the mountain of the LORD? Who may
stand in his holy place?

4 The one who has clean hands and a pure heart, who does
not trust in an idol or swear by a false god.

5They will receive blessing from the LORDand vindication
from God their Savior.

6 Such is the generation of those who seek him, who seek
your face, God of Jacob.

Engaging with Words

M A
YZ 502

7t StLiEe] ASet 2o H
UAETR (4%)
Who shall stand in God’s holy
place? (24:4)

£0| 7ot 0HZ0] M8t X7}
O{SoPH RS WS = A=7P
(6%)

What would those who have
clean hands and pure hearts
receive from the LORD? (24:5)
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Whether it is after a pilgrimage to the Holy Land or participating in
archaeological research, leaving Israel is always hard and tedious.
The pre—boarding security screening at the airport is very tight. Not
only that, some people may even have trouble at the entrance of
the airport. At the entrance, an armed guard checks every car
coming to the airport, and some cars were pulled over.

| heard they don’t pick cars randomly. My excavation director told
me that the security at the airport were elite soldiers who went
through a special training process. But those who didn’t do any—
thing wrong or don’t have anything to hide don't have to be afraid of
the security check. For them, this tight security ensures the safety
of the airport and airplanes as well.

The psalmist also talks about screening. Those who want to as—
cend the hill of God and stand in His holy place should be holy. In
this psalm, the psalmist specifically provides us with two different
aspects of holiness: clean hands and pure hearts (24:4). It is along
the way of the Priestly tradition found in the book of Leviticus. The
tradition talks about ritual and moral purities. If we want to go to the
airport and get onboard, we should be “clean.” So does our way of
holiness. We should have both clean hands and pure hearts.
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The psalmist insists that those who want vindication from God
should not be with evildoers but abide in God.

3 (Hymn 406) | Have Found Sweet Rest

Meditation  Psalm 26 ReadingPlan - Psalm 2527

1Vindicate me, LORD, for I have led a blameless life; [ have
trusted in the LORDand have not faltered.

2 Test me, LORD, and try me, examine my heart and my
mind;

3 for I have always been mindful of your unfailing love and
have lived in reliance on your faithfulness.

41 do not sit with the deceitful, nor do I associate with hypo-
crites.

51 abhor the assembly of evildoers and refuse to sit with the
wicked.

6 | wash my hands in innocence, and go about your altar,
LORD,

7 proclaiming aloud your praise and telling of all your won-
derful deeds.

8 LORD, I love the house where you live, the place where
your glory dwells.

92 Do not take away my soul along with sinners, my life with
those who are bloodthirsty,

10 in whose hands are wicked schemes, whose right hands
are full of bribes.

11] lead a blameless life; deliver me and be merciful to me.

12 My feet stand on level ground; in the great congregation |
will praise the LORD.

Engaging with Words

M A
YZ 502

Al 7|Xt= SHLIEH ELH &2
27] ol FRNS ot LR
7R (2F)

When the psalmist wants vin—
dication from God, what does

he ask God to do? (26:2)

Al 7|xt= IHS A US I
FUE SIFELIR (6-77R)
While the psalmist was going
through a hard time, what did
he do? (26:6-7)
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One day in 2014 in a kibbutz, | heard an alarm. It was different
from the air raid siren. The alarm broke the peaceful afternoon
while we were having an afternoon lecture. We had to go to the
community dining hall. Immediately! WWhen we went outside, we all
could figure out what was going on. Wildfire. We couldn’t even go
back to our room and take our passports.

Next day, when we went up to our excavation site, we could see
that the whole region was covered with black soot. Since then, ev—-
eryday we were covered with black soot. Even during the dig,
when we spit or blew our nose, we saw black soot. It was inevita—
ble because our excavation field was burnt and covered with ash.

In our daily life, whether it is our churches or workplaces, if we
play in the “mud,” sooner or later, we'll get “mud” on us. If we want
to become clean, then we must distance ourselves from the
“mud.” That is one way that we can have a clean heart and mind.
We should place our feet on a clean ground. Then, we may ask
God for vindication. Where do you find your ground for your heart
and mind?
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Readi ng | nsig it 00000000000000000000000000000RHONNAIHN0 Engaging with Words

The psalmist ascribes all majestic and wondrous works of the 25802

world to God. AT 7|XH= MALS] BE Sizba}
Yol F0A E2l=r
(1-28)

To whom does the psalmist
ascribe all glory and splendor
of the world? (29:1-2)

3 (Hymn 428) There’s Sunshine in My Soul Today

Meditation  Psalm 29 ReadingPlan - Psalm 28-30

1 Ascribe to the LORD, you heavenly beings, ascribe to the
LORD glory and strength.

2 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; worship the

LORD in the splendor of his holiness.
AIH 7|R}= SHLHES O1EA ¢4

3The voice of the LORD is over the waters; the God of glory LR (10-11%)

thunders, the LORD thunders over the mighty waters. Does the psalmist recognize
4 The voice of the LORD is powerful; the voice of the God? (29:10-1)

LORD is majestic.

5 The voice of the LORD breaks the cedars; the LORD
breaks in pieces the cedars of Lebanon.

6 He makes Lebanon leap like a calf, Sirion like a young
wild ox.

7The voice of the LORD strikes with flashes of lightning.

8 The voice of the LORD shakes the desert; the LORD
shakes the Desert of Kadesh.

9The voice of the LORD twists the oaksand strips the forests
bare. And in his temple all cry, “Glory!”

10 The LORD sits enthroned over the flood; the LORD is en-
throned as King forever. S 0 OHLt =Y

11 The LORD gives strength to his people; the LORD bless-

es his people with peace.
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About 10 years ago, | was attending a conference presenting our ex—
cavation works. Our excavation director opened the program and
showed me the page where our presentation was listed. “Do you no-
tice? This is what happens when you do that...” He was talking about
the presenter's name. | listed an outside collaborator first and only his
name was listed in the program.

In academic publications, there is a very specific order for listing the
names of the contributors. If the order gets mixed, it can become
problematic because it has to do with crediting different workloads of
the project. It has to do with honesty. | had to correct the mistake later.
This petit incident reminds us of the importance of giving credit to the
right person.

It is very relevant to our day-to—day life. Whether it is at our work-
places, churches, or homes, when something good happens we tend
to attribute it to us, but when something bad happens, we attribute it
to others. But the psalmist here ascribes all awesome and wondrous
things to God. What the psalmist does, not only has to do with his faith
in God but also his honesty before God. \Who created the whole world
and let us live in it? To whom should we give the credit? It'll show our
faith and honesty.
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The psalmist expresses his joy in forgiveness of his sin because
now he can reestablish his relationship with God.

3 (Hymn 369) What a Friend We Have in Jesus
Meditation « Psalm 32:5-7 ReadingPlan - Psalm 31-33

5 Then I acknowledged my sin to you and did not cover up
my iniquity. I said, “T will confess my transgressions to the
LORD.” And you forgave the guilt of my sin.

6 Therefore let all the faithful pray to you while you may be
found; surely the rising of the mighty waters will not reach
them.

7You are my hiding place; you will protect me from trouble
and surround me with songs of deliverance.

Engaging with Words
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How can we confess our

transgression to God? (32:5)

AlH 7Rtz SiLES OfEA| o
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How does the psalmist con-
fess God who he is? (327)

24 30 2t 3y

73



MEIQ} AIIRLE 93t 7|
Prayer for Churches & Pastors

74

5} o
ot LS one Word
ZY ] 10| S4o17| ot
2 FMStUZRS
EYBUC

A9 9] 9] 28] Voices rrom T HiiL

Z|9| 9_|’§_:! Acknowledging Our Sin

A O St=0l| U= 71552 TLE 710F HSLICE HIY & 2t
2 O0[E AL S, 7! IHIM B2 0EA| ot=X| s sREU OiA3E
M2 AHZoHA| 20t S240| HIA7 (A LHZE7 = S HIY7|0flAf LOfEt
ARA0H CHRE FAS ALF HU| W20 0|2RS0| 3501 | ot Ak
7| s,

A2 HIH7|0] A T 12110 HIRY |7} BIYS AIRKES M, XM=
H[2} O H0| HE 2E ASS SZ = AASHCE HLL OfA= AZES HE
ot ebef DA S AHZoH0F K|, S2 H0| S TES AW |
Z0 7+5 LOIUSLILE HW = S HYS U2 MU ESE + AU
7| =20 F 2L} BO|2{A ZHE] 0= e QFHSH 20| UCHT 424t

SILFEM LOh= 2t ShLkE ol Hots A2 SYELICL 27
A2 SILEM Lot o= Qi UCE A 7[XHE Of AfES
CF. Z124A1 AP 7|RH= SfLtEH Lo | 2lah Aol £|Z 2
Aof Zjots EMSLICE J21H StLHEMHIM 19| 2IE EMali F
1 27| W20 IZSLICE. 0122 ThA| 217t OfH| SHLHEA| Lo
Ch= XS QO[T F 2Lt HI0[2{A 0] HR, Q2f= HE[| 2

2

ol

I
L
i

rr =

e}
o

'—J
30
o> &
-

|
|

oA
9'2
=l
@ =

Y
3 o d» 1o
3

[0

-
N

U
pS

4

G

A=

ol

EAIE HAO0F S UCE J2{Lt SHLHEA| Lo H= 22 Hest
2 0[0] 2 XHYULICE 2217t oHof & Rt U2 L2[9| £[dS

1 SHLYEM 7t 20 S2fEHs ZEULICH

B

|
£ 0
ol

Last year around this time, | had to visit my family in Korea. | won-
dered how a long international flight during the pandemic would go,
such as using the lavatory and eating during the flight. | was both curi—
ous and worried about these because | frequently heard news about
incidents that happened on the airplane, like not wearing a facial mask
properly, which resulted in the removal of the travelers from the air-
plane.

When | actually sat in the airplane and when the airplane began to fly,
| could enjoy all the things that | did before the pandemic. Although |
had to wear a mask all the time except for when eating and drinking, it
was possible because all passengers were tested negative. | believe
the airplane was a safe place from the Coronavirus because only those
who tested negative could go onboard.

Coming to God and abiding in God is the same. Those who tested
positive for their sins can't come to God. The psalmist knows this fact.
In order to go to God, the psalmist acknowledges his sin and confesses
his iniquity. Then God will forgive his guilt, which means now he can go
to God. For the Coronavirus, we had to go through different steps in
order to go onboard. But for coming to God, it is an all-in—one process,
which is already done. The only thing that we have to do is to confess
our iniquity and go onboard.
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From his own personal experience the psalmist knows that
when he seeks God, He will answer and deliver him from the
troubles.

3 (Hymn 408) | Can not Tell thee Whence it Came

Meditation » Psalm 34:4-10 Reading Plan * Psalm 34_35

41 sought the LORD, and he answered me; he delivered me
from all my fears.

5 Those who look to him are radiant; their faces are never
covered with shame.

6 This poor man called, and the LORD heard him; he saved
him out of all his troubles.

7 The angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear
him, and he delivers them.

8 Taste and see that the LORD is good; blessed is the one
who takes refuge in him.

9 Fear the LORD, you his holy people, for those who fear
him lack nothing.

10 The lions may grow weak and hungry, but those who seek
the LORD lack no good thing.

Engaging with Words
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When the psalmist seeks God,
what happens to him? (34:4)

olLteE Ffot= AMES0] 2ot
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What do those who fear God
want? (34:9)
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One Sunday before the pandemic, | headed down to the southern
border town in Texas. | was going to visit a “tent city” on the border on
the Mexican side and refugee camps and courts where those who
crossed the border illegally stand before a judge on the US side. In the
tent city, there was a post listing names. | heard that it was a waiting
list for those who had petitioned for refugee status for the US.

Those who are called upon can have an initial interview. And those
who have legitimate reasons to be considered refugees can be accept—
ed into one of the refugee camps. In one refugee camp run by Catholic
sisters, | heard that recently they had a woman from North Korea. We
couldn’t imagine how she got here and what she would have gone
through. Anyway, among thousands of people in the tent city, she was
called upon and was able to go to the camp.

A good thing about seeking God’s help is that we don’t have to stand
in a long line and wait for an indefinite time. All our inquiries and suppli-
cations are personal and they can be delivered to God through a hotline.
This is the reason why the psalmist confidently asks others to be radi-
ant (34:5). Furthermore, he believes that the angel is around those who
fear God. But there is one premise to have all these benefits. \We must
seek God first.
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Out of his own experience, the psalmist praises the steadfast
love of God.

53 (Hymn 445) Walking in Sunlight all of My Journey

Meditation + Psalm 36:5—12 ReadingPlan - Psalm 3637

5 Your love, LORD, reaches to the heavens, your faithful-
ness to the skies.

6 Your righteousness is like the highest mountains, your jus-
tice like the great deep. You, LORD, preserve both people
and animals.

7 How priceless is your unfailing love, O God! People take
refuge in the shadow of your wings.

8 They feast on the abundance of your house; you give them
drink from your river of delights.

9 For with you is the fountain of life; in your light we see
light.

10 Continue your love to those who know you, your righ-
teousness to the upright in heart.

11 May the foot of the proud not come against me, nor the
hand of the wicked drive me away.

12 See how the evildoers lie fallen— thrown down, not able
torise!

Engaging with Words
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Where can we take refuge?
(367)
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To whom will God continue His
steadfast love? (36:10)
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One summer during the off season, my excavation director took me
to a place in the Negev desert called Mitzpe Ramon. It is in between
the Dead Sea and the Gulf of Agaba. It is one of the world’s largest
erosion valleys. Simply put, it is like a single canyon in the Grand Can—
yon or a volcano crater on top of Hanla Mountain, but larger, much larg—
er. Anyone who stands at the edge of the cliff and looks down to the
bottom, more than 800m below, becomes awestruck.

Not only the awesome scene, but also its long history makes visitors
feel infinitely small. It has been there for about 100 million years. Peo-
ple came and went for the past 100 million years, but the crater stands
there throughout time. It feels like it was there when God created the
world. So, it is not weird to see a hotel named Beresheet, “In the be-
ginning.”

The crater reminds us of the unchanging love of God for us. That
which doesn’t change over the course of years has a pure nature. Like
gold or diamond, purified objects don't change. Holiness is the same.
God is holy and His holiness is pure. So, love, one way that expresses
His holiness, doesn’t change. We should strive for this purity in holi-
ness because that is the one and only way we can be with holy God.
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Out of his suffering and imminent danger, the psalmist comes
to know who he is and who God is for him.

3 (Hymn 272) Out of My Bondage, Sorrow and Night
Meditation  Psalm 38:1-11 ReadingPlan - Psalm 38-39

1LORD, do not rebuke me in your anger or discipline me in
your wrath.

2 Your arrows have pierced me, and your hand has come
down onme.

3 Because of your wrath there is no health in my body; there
is no soundness in my bones because of my sin.

4 My guilt has overwhelmed me like a burden too heavy to
bear.

5 My wounds fester and are loathsome because of my sinful
folly.

6 [ am bowed down and brought very low; all day long I go
about mourning.

7 My back is filled with searing pain; there is no health in my
body.

8Jam feeble and utterly crushed; I groan in anguish of heart.

9 All my longings lie open before you, Lord; my sighing is
not hidden from you.

10 My heart pounds, my strength fails me; even the light has
gone from my eyes.

11 My friends and companions avoid me because of my
wounds; my neighbors stay far away.

Engaging with Words
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How does the psalmist con—

fess the cause of his sickness?
(38:3)
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In his sickness, what does the
psalmist want to have? (38:9)
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When we go to foreign countries, one of the fascinating things that
we want to experience is local foods. However, it can be a downside
for some people and can give us a seriously bad time if the foods don’t
work with us. One summer when excavating, a college boy, who was
tall and well-built, grew weaker and weaker day after day.

At one point, he couldn’t get up early in the morning. So, he missed
the day and the next day. Later, what we all found was that he had
been eating only a piece of bread everyday. For me, all the foods that
the kibbutz dining hall provided for us were wonderful. A modern ver-
sion of a Mediterranean diet! However, it didn't work for him. So, what
he could eat was only a piece of bread and water. He literally practiced
what 4th—century monks in the Egyptian desert did.

At first, he couldn’t admit the fact that he was so picky and his eating
caused his illness. Believe it or not, the same thing happens to us. Until
we face a dire situation and go through a real hard time, we hardly look
at ourselves and admit wrongs in us. When we suffer from illness, I'm
sure we should seek divine healing. But while we're praying, we also
should examine ourselves whether our hearts are in the right place.
What the psalmist does is to confess that he is a sinner before God.
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In the middle of suffering, the psalmist seeks God’s salvation.

3 (Hymn 542) ‘Tis so Sweet to Trust in Jesus
Mediation  Psalm 40:11-14 Reading Pln - Psalm 4041

11 Do not withhold your mercy from me, LORD; may your
love and faithfulness always protect me.

12 For troubles without number surround me; my sins have
overtaken me, and I cannot see. They are more than the hairs
of my head, and my heart fails within me.

13 Be pleased to save me, LORD; come quickly, LORD, to
help me.

14 May all who want to take my life be put to shame and con-
fusion; may all who desire my ruin be turned back in dis-
grace.

Engaging with Words
HEE T
AJB 7IRH= SHLEEH 294 T8t
L7r (11%)

What does the psalmist ask
God for? (40:11)

Al 7|X7H IS Eot 0|]e
SoALIR (12%)

What caused the psalmist to
go through suffering? (40:12)

24 30 2t 3y
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My first job, though it was a part time position, was working at a cus—
tomer framing shop. My job was to make frames and assemble them.
One day, while | was working on a beautiful photograph, | found that
there was one spec on the photo. | remember the owner of the store
cleaned photographs with a wet cloth. So, | did that and messed up the
photograph.

[t was not a cloth wet with water but some special solution. | didn’t
know that. After | messed up the photograph that a customer brought
in, | told the owner. And he had to deal with the customer later. After
this incident, whenever | faced some problems or things that | didn’t
know about, | tried to look for information or to ask for help from others.

| believe it is our human nature that when we face troubles, we try to
get over them by our efforts until we realize that the things are beyond
our abilities and in fact we can’t handle them. Then, we go to God and
seek God's help. How foolish it is. Our reality would be like the one that
the psalmist was experiencing. Even though we seek God, we may
have to wait patiently. It is a foolish thought that we first try our way
and if it doesn't work, we turn to God. We should know that our efforts
will only be valid as long as they are based on faith that our true salva—
tion comes from God.



XN2d, Ol='=2t 2 N
Journaling with Jesus Ol AzisisLInR

Q59| ZHA} Thanks Note A 7| First Prayer
2 Reading & QT

} 22 One Word

EE=7 |5 One Prayer

*SLIE S| 0K, Y412 02 God's heart & your heart

* O ~Ht SWok= A4S $I5H For Walking with Jesus

* 23 O 0], H2| Taking it deeper, further

512 S0 U5S T 0 SHHs
0123} 421, ML, ZEIS AJZiol TOjER) ¢/
AHEX| 7IZBHIAIS.

Today’s Mission Cleared Sticker |

facebook @7/5 9502




HSSI=
oLt

God Defends
the Righteous

C 0{=7|E Opening Prayer )

| LEBIAN.

39| 30| EALIo|Ct.
Lord, Speak.

Your Servant is Listening

CESEDREE
Doing & Being for Today

96

12

=g

AIH 7|XH= SHLEM Apilo| Z2uts Sl Hefil 2L,

73 M368% F 0401 2512
ve. A a4

18 bolo] L metshAlE] 48] oRst et
thsto] o) $41S WSt Tkt Bolat Aol A
b AR 2A

2312 1] §Jo] Al ShpdolAl A ofstel Lh2 o
e Ltol7} 7} ol sho] Ao elgo 2 wmigtol &
A o]t

2520] W} 0] 2125 BjAlo] LS QlEshAl 3 9]
A AL 27 AN = o] 0]2A) 5t

4 TBZ U7} S ) Ao] Lol el 2 7)20) 5}
Upd7A o|2elo]e} stipole] L] stupole] 7t 4

Zo FgAyselolt

1) G0} 7} ofato] st ofiatol ) <ol A
Q1] 17} Uik Sl 258 St 17} et
E40.2 Folgtobu] st g ofzis] 2tz



The psalmist asks God for his vindication to prove his innocence.

3 (Hymn 368) Heart Longings
Meditation » Psalm 43 ReadingPln - Psalm 42-44

1 Vindicate me, my God, and plead my cause against an un-
faithful nation. Rescue me from those who are deceitful and
wicked.

2 You are God my stronghold. Why have you rejected me?
Why must I go about mourning, oppressed by the enemy?

3Send me your light and your faithful care, let them lead me;
let them bring me to your holy mountain, to the place where
you dwell.

4 Then I will go to the altar of God, to God, my joy and my
delight. I'will praise you with the lyre, O God, my God.

5Why, my soul, are you downcast? Why so disturbed within
me? Put your hope in God, for I will yet praise him, my Sav-
iorand my God.

Engaging with Words

M A
YZ 502

Al 7|X7t &£0ot= 0|R = £
AL %)

What is the reason for him to
mourn? (43:2)

Al 7|Xt2] MS0| 11 St
2 QTSHHH J= SRS o2
LR (@H)

What does he want to do if his
enemies bring him to God?
43:4)

24 F0j BHt 3y

97



A9 9] 9] 28] Voices rrom T HiiL

ror
=
o

=19 One Word
&2 O 70| SH517| lsh -
Q= FH S UZS ’8'9-|9f 7'|=ET?=!' Justice and Holiness
=HEUT
O|AZIA OftS 2t [ O|ACIA ZH0N SHEE YS0| HO| LY
SLICE oM XHASAAIS0| 0f2] 7tX] O|RE S0 AR E AHHE
2 H SUSLICE XM= HIY7|0lA LH2|XHOER HIREZ| 2EH0f|A] 7|C
2|H HOte0A AE tolg B2 M JISLICH T2t ofe] 7t
& X[Zotl BlE 222 0|AZIAS MLtz AYLICEL S0M= A
9| = AFO0| {5t ZALS HHOtOf BILICE
XN E H2 22| UZ0f|A H2Z =X7| 224 7EK| 1 Q7| ME0)|
ZIMBHELICE HOtQ2I0] X7t 1t RE2 Y4dts & Ut FeiR
SLCEL I3 LES0]| 4240 HHHASLICE M7t O] AtA0|A OFF
AZE US off| LOL| AAME T A0| STt M2ZgiELCt
Qo2 M| H|e AMS HEG| ME0 O H2St HALS oie HE
Ct= W23 oAl =IUSLICE
= AHOIA A 7|Xh= oLt HES Q7 SILICE A 7[Xf7} 5
LI TCHS 151 0|Q= 70| A IS LIE} SHtele oi=
ou x4 gmoz S TH20[2Hs 2 YOI0F BILICE 5, 17} 20| 28 21 U= 3t
MHS Q5 e SILIEHO| 12 BIH| SHA| L Ml&0IN 25 &S ot 21017 MERILIC
2% 7|2 7|2 FLICE, J24M A 7|Xh= 7|tifolt SHHES RHFet 2402t ZRLICt 22

£ O SHHEO CHet 2H10] 2L0}H 1710] Hf= 2ISYUC.

For a trip to Israel, many unhappy incidents happen at the airport
in Israel. | heard a couple of cases where student volunteers were
detained at the airport for various reasons. One time, security took
me as soon as | walked out of the airplane and checked my id.
However, the most tedious and difficult part of the trip is leaving
Israel. At the airport, almost everyone has to go through a
THROUGHGOING inspection.

For the first couple of times, | was really nervous about the in—
spection because | had discarded pottery sherds from our excava—
tion. | was afraid that the security thought that | was smuggling an—
cient artifacts. Later on, my thoughts changed. Since | didn’t do
anything wrong, there was no reason to be afraid of the inspection.
Rather, | thought it would be ok to have a tighter inspection be—
cause that would ensure my flight’s safety.

In Ps. 43, the psalmist demands God'’s vindication. We should

know that the reason why the psalmist asks God for his vindication
Prayer for Churches & Pastors is not because of his self-righteousness but his faith in God. That

is, as long as he is walking on the way of holiness, God is with him

C]ABI0I9317ka| 13| 515 o . , .
H l““‘-‘—:'” l”‘fl’ “f“(WD and God will vindicate him from the world. That's why the psalmist
OHEEAIRAEIAE| WS, HsBWI) hat he will be iovful and praise God. Wi dth fid
si0153], 0113 ZEHE Sfat 7| says that he will be joyful and praise God. We need that confidence

in God and that is faith.
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The psalmist confesses that no matter what happens God will
be his refuge.

£ (Hymn 400) Jesus, Hide Me

Meditation » Psalm 46 Reading Plan Psalm 45_48

1 God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in
trouble.

2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way and
the mountains fall into the heart of the sea,

3 though its waters roar and foam and the mountains quake
with their surging.

4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy place where the Most High dwells.

5 God is within her, she will not fall; God will help her at
break of day.

6 Nations are in uproar, kingdoms fall; he lifts his voice, the
earth melts.

7 The LORD Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our
fortress.

8 Come and see what the LORD has done, the desolations he
has brought on the earth.

9 He makes wars cease to the ends of the earth. He breaks the
bow and shatters the spear; he burns the shields with fire.

10 He says, “Be still, and know that [ am God; I will be exalt-
ed among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth.”

11 The LORD Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our
fortress.

Engaging with Words
HEE T
Q2|7 Fe{gfet oot gty
St AlH 7|XHe] 0|7 = 2L
7R (1)
Why does the psalmist say
that we don't have to fear?
(46:1)

10| & I StLHEE 22007
2o e stALmR (10%)

When troubles come, what
does God ask us to do? (46:10)

24 F0] Brt 3y
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Topographically, most ancient towns are located on top of a hill called
tell. Many of them were fortified—a wall encircled the town. It was for
defensive purposes. When enemies invaded, inhabitants went into the
fortified cities. And a siege began. The topography and fortification
gave a vantage point to those who were defending.

Usually most fortified cities and towns secured water sources. So,
the ancient Israelites could fight against super powerful empires. For
them, their fortifications were their “refuge and strength, a very present
help in trouble” (46:1). While enemies besieging them could suffer from
thirst, they could enjoy fresh water. However, these fortifications could
be breached and toppled down. King Sennacherib claimed that he de—
stroyed 46 strong walled cities in Judah.

Fortifications are made by human hands and therefore it can't be our
ultimate “refuge and strength” when we face troubles. But when we
look at ourselves, we constantly seek to have fortifications in our life.
We work hard to build our own strong fortifications where we can enjoy

" = tranquility and a secure life. Our studies are an investment to have
WE[Q} AlIXIE 9J5t 7| AR oure 1 SHAes € .
much stronger and invincible fortifications in the future. So, we live a
Prayer for Churches & Pastors ) ) ) .
busy life. In this Psalm, God asks us to be still and know that He is our

ZOISCHR iRl s, ZE2(WI) God, the true “refuge and strength.”
AlcApetoIteiziz|ws], O|chH(WI)
MEO| 1Y, 1%, MAE 95t 7|
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The psalmist speaks of God’s rejection of perfunctory sacrifice.

3 (Hymn 420) Take Time to be Holy

Medtation - Psalm 50:7-15 ReadingPln - PSalm 49-50

7 “Listen, my people, and I will speak; I will testify against
you, Israel: I am God, your God.

8] bring no charges against you concerning your sacrifices
or concerning your burnt offerings, which are ever before
me.

9 [ have no need of a bull from your stall or of goats from
your pens,

10 for every animal of the forest is mine, and the cattle on a
thousand hills.

11 know every bird in the mountains, and the insects in the
fields are mine.

12 [f [ were hungry I would not tell you, for the world is
mine, and all that is in it.

13Do I eat the flesh of bulls or drink the blood of goats?

14 “Sacrifice thank offerings to God, fulfill your vows to the
Most High,

15 and call on me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and
youwill honorme.”

uz s02

SHLIE2 f HMALS EEX] QA0
LZSHALTR (11E)

Why does God say that he will
not accept sacrifice? (50:11)

22|= StLiEm 23S E210F &
L7k (14%)

What should we offer to God?
(650:14)

24 F0j BHt 3y
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Unlike in the past, nowadays it is very convenient to send gifts to
families and friends in other states or even in Korea. There are many
online services through which we can send some goods to them. One
time, | sent food to my mother in Korea. | didn't tell her that we sent
something. A tracking service said that the package was delivered but |
didn’t hear anything from my mother.

When | couldn't bear it, | called my mother. When she picked up the
phone, | expected to hear that she liked the food. However, unlike my
expectation, she said, “Are you out of your mind?” In fact, she wasn’t
that upset, but she wanted me to focus on my ministerial duties. After
exchanging a few words, she reluctantly admitted that she liked and
enjoyed the gift. My episode had a sort of a happy ending.

If we look back on our relationship with God, we also know that we
do similar things. We offer God our sacrifices from our perspectives—
we offer God what we think is good in our eyes. And we justify our de—
sires and endeavors in the world by saying that we want to give God
the highest things in the world. \We know that it is our desires to have
the world, not the desire that we want to give our hearts to God. In this
psalm, the psalmist asks us to check our hearts: Do you offer your
hearts when you present God with your sacrifice?
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The psalmist warns that God will judge those who seek security
in the world and boast about it.

7 (Hymn 327) Rise up, O Men of God

Meditation » Psalm 52 Reading Plan Psalm 51_53

1 Why do you boast of evil, you mighty hero? Why do you
boast all day long, you who are a disgrace in the eyes of
God?

2You who practice deceit, your tongue plots destruction; it is
like a sharpened razor.

3 You love evil rather than good, falsehood rather than
speaking the truth.

4You love every harmful word, you deceitful tongue!

5 Surely God will bring you down to everlasting ruin: He
will snatch you up and pluck you from your tent; he will up-
root you from the land of the living.

6 The righteous will see and fear; they will laugh at you, say-
ing,
7 “Here now is the man who did not make God his strong-

hold but trusted in his great wealth and grew strong by de-
stroying others!”

8ButI am like an olive tree flourishing in the house of God; I
trustin God’s unfailing love for ever and ever.

9 For what you have done I will always praise you in the
presence of your faithful people. And I will hope in your
name, for your name is good.

Engaging with Words
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o &0z

SHLIE2 O XS Fels| FHE
2 Z0[2f1 SHYLITR (1-4%)
Whom God will break down
forever? (52:1-4)

o2 Yo ALRISHE OfLI2t Al

IRt & =71 BiLtde) Nmg
gkS 7402} LBILIIR (7E)
Not only those who do wrong,
the psalmist says who else will
be judged by God? (52:7)
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In the church, we can see some people who are in a gray area, one
foot in God and the other in the world. They think coming to church is
their insurance. This tendency appears far higher for those who have.
They think that since they secured their life in the world, they also want
to secure the life after. That’s not bad at all but the problem is that they
don’t want to put both of their feet in God. For them, having faith is
adding an extra layer of insurance or a retirement plan.

When we think about wickedness, it is something like harming inno—
cent people or bringing evil to our society. Therefore, we believe that
wickedness will be judged by God. The psalmist talks about this. How—
ever, he also talks about seemingly not-wicked acts. But more confus-
ingly, it can be a very wise act that we must do from the worldly per-
spective.

That is not taking refuge in God but trusting in abundant riches and
seeking refuge in wealth (52:7). We tend to think that unless we do
something that actively harms others or goes against God, whatever
we do, there is nothing wrong with that. But the psalmist warns us that
our selfish desires that seek material abundance without putting God
first is also the same as doing evil. So, we should check ourselves
whether v. 7 is our own picture.
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The psalmist confidently asks us to call for help and to cast our
burdens on the LORD.

3 (Hymn 209) From Every Stormy Wind that Blows

Meditation - Psalm 55:16-23 ReadingPlan - PSalm 54—56

16 As for me, I call to God, and the LORD saves me.

17 Evening, morning and noon I cry out in distress, and he
hears my voice.

18 He rescues me unharmed from the battle waged against
me, even though many oppose me.

19 God, who is enthroned from of old, who does not
change— he will hear them and humble them, because they
have no fear of God.

20 My companion attacks his friends; he violates his cove-
nant.

21 His talk is smooth as butter, yet war is in his heart; his
words are more soothing than oil, yet they are drawn swords.

22 Cast your cares on the LORD and he will sustain you; he
will never let the righteous be shaken.

23 But you, God, will bring down the wicked into the pit of
decay; the bloodthirsty and deceitful will not live out half
their days. Butas forme, I trustin you.

Engaging with Words
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(16-17%)

When the psalmist faces diffi—
culty, whom does he call for
help? (65:16-17)

B2 70l 58 K - 7e

=20 F4 20171 (23%)
Whose burden would God take
and whom would He sustain?
(655:23)

S4 30 ot =

17



5} o
ot LS one Word
ZY ] 10| S4o17| ot
2 FMStUZRS
EYBUC

MEIQ} AIIRLE 93t 7|
Prayer for Churches & Pastors

A9 9] 9] 28] Voices rrom T HiiL

THALQ]

O L=

I% H I|MA|2 Cast Your Burden

ClEiEAE Me 220 X a2 YFE SHEUSUICE el 1=
= e AL IPES AR R, 71 ROl S "E*% ‘US A0
USUICL = SAAOIA D019 R ZALA
UCH= AYUCE

0| 7HES 2212 MY HY= HES = USUCE THE AIHSO
A HUR0| R2I= SHLIE0| 227 AR 4= U= ESXI0JAIH 2
27t TE = A= QAOIYS IHSILCE J2iLE A2 220 =
7IX| M7t lgS AEELILE 2= 2207t sttes —‘?'—EXI =
Che NYLICEL R2l= 5[ 22| AAZ XIS Yool ARiS
Kot UL & = £H2 Fs X1 Qs M 2= ?:.* g
= U= s AAZ Sol 1 OPE °"—IEf

otLte 0| AAZ A 4 QU= Q=T ZHYYLICE Of2fet
Bi== 2217} oiLigS MZIoHK] & 9”1 2|E 230t {Aloh= 2
20| SHIEH AUS= =761 SHHEHE 22 +2A1et QM2
O7|X] ph=tts A EOELICL f2/= osiLEE FE22M(168)
StLHE0 Tt @2(0| RIS S LIEFE 4 AL SHAE QoA 2FCt &
2 22 £ WA FUTH23H).

ﬂl9ﬁ|_

As some of you have done before, recently | had my first jury
duty. On the first day when the court was going through a screen—
ing process to select the grand jury, the phrase that | heard the
most was “the burden of proof.” That is, in criminal cases, the bur-
den of proving the defendant’s guilt is on the prosecutor.

We may apply this concept to our faith journey as well. As we
have seen in other psalms, we confess that God is our defender
whom we can rely upon and a stronghold where we can take ref-
uge. But the psalm points out two problems that we have. The first
is that we don’t call upon God. Rather, we try to defend ourselves
and rely on ourselves. The second is that when we have a heavy
burden, we try to prove that we can carry the burden ourselves.

These are our humanistic determinations that we can live by our—
selves without God. These attitudes show that we don't trust God
and that we don’t consider God as our defender and stronghold
though the burden to protect and sustain us is on God. We can
show our faith in God by calling upon God (55:16) and be righteous
in God (55:23).
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The psalmist checks his relationship with God when troubles
come.

3 (Hymn 479) 'm but a Stranger Here
Mediation  Psalm 60:1-5 Reading Pan - Psalm 57-60

1 You have rejected us, God, and burst upon us; you have
been angry—now restore us!

2 You have shaken the land and torn it open; mend its frac-
tures, for it is quaking.

3 You have shown your people desperate times; you have
given us wine that makes us stagger.

4 But for those who fear you, you have raised a banner to be
unfurled against the bow.

5 Save us and help us with your right hand, that those you
love may be delivered.

Engaging with Words
HER L]
AH 7|kt 2017 RHH A2
FREOR EELIP (1F)
To whom does the psalmist

attribute the breakage of his
defenses? (60:1)

STOIANM F-240] LR
(4-5%)

From whom does salvation
come? (60:4-5)
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One summer during the excavation, a strange thing happened.
After excavation, we left our tools at the site, but the next day
when we resumed the work, we found that we didn’t have enough
tools. So, we had to bring more tools from the base camp. First,
we thought that we had miscounted the tools. However, when the
same thing happened for the next couple of days, we began to look
for the one who caused this mishap, whether it was a simple mis—
counting or a bad prank.

In the end, we found the culprit. It was Bedouin kids who stole
our tools and stored them somewhere in the wilderness. | believe
the same thing happens in our life. When some trouble happens,
we begin to look at what causes the trouble. And sometimes, we
think that it is God who sends us the trouble because we think that
we committed sin against God.

Sometimes, it may be true. But we can’t always attribute bad
things happening in our life as disciplinary acts of God. So, when

trouble comes, i.t wguld be good to chec.k.whether we have a

Prayer for Churches & Pastors healthy relationship with God. Even though it is hard, we should be

. i able to use troubles to focus more on God. When we do that, we

can even deepen our relationship with God while we're going

through a hard time. If we do, I'm sure that we may also experience
God’s deliverance as well.
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The psalmist earnestly seeks God when he goes through the

wilderness of his life. A[m 7|K7F SCH Zoro) Qe
Foig 2HEs| LR (1)
When the psalmist is in the
wilderness of Judah, what
does he earnestly seek for?

(63:1)
3 (Hymn 400) Jesus, Hide Me
Meditation » Psalm 63:1-4 ReadingPlan - Psalm 61-64

1 You, God, are my God, earnestly I seek you; I thirst for

you, my whole being longs for you, in a dry and parched

land where there is no water.

2] have seen you in the sanctuary and beheld your power )

and your glory. A[H 7|7} ZOpol|A siLtEE =
E= 0lf= FNULIR (3F)

3 Because your love is better than life, my lips will glorify Why does the psalmist hold

you. onto God in the wilderness?

4T will praise you as long as I live, and in your name [ will lift 633

up my hands.
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One day in the lab in Israel, | was cleaning an ancient tiny bead made
of soft stone. In the first year when | handled ancient artifacts, | always
asked my director how to correctly handle them. But since | had be—
come kind of experienced, | was doing whatever seemed to be reason—
able. That day, since it was a stone, | thought that | could clean it simply
with water. But as soon as | put the bead in the running water from the
faucet, it melted away. Oops! | lost the ancient artifact for good.

The psalmist surely does seek God when he faces difficulties. This
psalm is traditionally attributed to David. He sang this song when he was
in the wilderness. One thing that we should pay attention to is that even
though he faced physical thirst and hunger, he didn’t seek water to
quench his thirst and foods to fill his stomach. Rather, he earnestly sought
God because he believed that God's steadfast love is better than life.

Somehow, we all do this, seeking God when we are in the wilder-
ness. But not many do this because of their conviction that God’s
steadfast love is a better life. We do this because we want to preserve
our life. That is not the only problem that we have. When things are
going well, we don't seek God. We do it only when we have problems.
So, for us, unlike our perception, our success in the world can become
a wilderness for our faith journey. This psalm urges us that even when
we are doing well, we should earnestly seek God.
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The psalmist stresses that we should adjust our thoughts on
blessings, that they are God’s way of revealing His way in the
world.

3 (Hymn 80) There is no Name so Sweet

Meditation » Psalm 67 Reading Plan * Psalm 65_67

1 May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face
shine onus—

2 so that your ways may be known on earth, your salvation
among all nations.

3 May the peoples praise you, God; may all the peoples
praise you.

4 May the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you rule the
peoples with equity and guide the nations of the earth.

5 May the peoples praise you, God; may all the peoples
praise you.

6 The land yields its harvest; God, our God, blesses us.

7 May God bless us still, so that all the ends of the earth will
fear him.

Engaging with Words
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According to the psalmist,
whose way should be known?
(67:2a)

otLiEol 2 AL
(2b%)

What is for the way of God?
(67:2b)
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Then and now, it seems like it is our unchanged nature that we
want to be blessed. Verse 1 in this psalm is very familiar to us be-
cause of its similarity to Number 6:24-26, which is known as the
priestly blessing. We often hear this blessing as a benediction on
Sunday. Currently, this blessing from Numbers is one of the oldest
pieces of evidence for the existence of the Old Testament.

An Israeli archaeologist found two cigarett-butt-like silver amu—
lets in a burial tomb near Jerusalem in 1979. When they were un-
rolled, etched inscriptions were found. One of them is from Num-—
bers 6:24-26. The archaeologist dates these silver amulets to the
7th century B.C.E.

We certainly want to live a blessed, prosperous and prosperous
life, both in this world and in Heaven. However, we need to be very
careful whether it is our selfish thoughts. The psalmist wants God
to bless people not because we want to flourish and to be known
in the world, but in order for God’s way, which is His saving acts, to
be known upon earth. We have to check whether we are asking
God for His blessings for the purpose of revealing His saving acts
for His people on earth.
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The psalmist tries to find God during the time of trouble.

J3 (Hymn 391) A Wonderful Saviour is Jesus My Lord
Meditation  Psalm 69:16—20 ReadingPlan - Psalm 68—69

16 Answer me, LORD, out of the goodness of your love; in
your great mercy turn to me.

17 Do not hide your face from your servant; answer me
quickly, for [amin trouble.

18 Come near and rescue me; deliver me because of my foes.

19 You know how I am scorned, disgraced and shamed; all
my enemies are before you.

20 Scorn has broken my heart and has left me helpless; I
looked for sympathy, but there was none, for comforters, but
I found none.

Engaging with Words

A 7|7} S S ESH 2t
11 7H15t= Olf= SALLITE?
(16%)

What makes the psalmist ask
God to answer him? (69:16)

A 7|Rb= F-27| 2fol oLt
H 24 TR (18%)
What does the psalmist ask
God in order to be saved?
(69:18)
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One of the best benefits of doing biblical archaeology or taking holy
land primages is that we can actually walk on the same ground where
all the biblical characters walked before, including even Jesus Christ.
Personally, this feeling intensifies not only when | walk down on the Via
Dolorosa in the Old City of Jerusalem, but also when | dig down
through the Roman Period.

So, for me, digging in Israel gives me a special time to walk with God.
But not all the time. When I'm busy with my work and business, | often
forget that I'm in the Holy Land. | believe that the opposite can also be
true. Even though I'm physically far from the Holy Land, | can still be
with God and walk with Him closely. What matters is whether | am
with God or not because God never abanln this Psalm, it looks like God
is not with the psalmist. But we can also understand what the psalmist
does, asking God to answer him, not hiding from him, and drawing
himself nearer to God, are his own efforts to come closer to God. As
he confesses, because of God’s steadfast love and abundant mercy,
God never deserts him. It’s only the psalmist who needs to find God.
We should make the same effort everyday.
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Those who seek God can call upon God and ask God for salva—
tion.

3 (Hymn 342) Yield not to Temptation
Medtation » Psalm 70 ReadingPlan - Psalm 7072

1 Hasten, O God, to save me; come quickly, LORD, to help
me.

2 May those who want to take my life be put to shame and
confusion; may all who desire my ruin be turned back in dis-
grace.

3 May those who say to me, “Aha! Aha!” turn back because
of their shame.

4 But may all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you;
may those who long for your saving help always say, “The
LORD s great!”

5 But as for me, [ am poor and needy; come quickly to me, O
God. You are my help and my deliverer; LORD, do not de-
lay.

Engaging with Words
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When the psalmist is attacked
by his enemies, whom does

he seek help from? (70:1-2)
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Why does the psalmist ask
God to deliver him hurriedly?
(70:5)

ol 74
L7

mol

24 F0j BHt 3y

141



St Ok

ot LS one Word
ZY ] 10| S4o17| ot
2 FMStUZRS
ETELC

MEIQ} AIIRLE 93t 7|
Prayer for Churches & Pastors

2HOfBIOINNIZtR| T3]

[y =)=

7
SANIRASIOIB

SINE 2SI

142

, AE2ICA)
2|18, 0|RI(CA)

A9 9] 9] 28] Voices rrom T HiiL

It otlteE BE = USSR

Who Can Call upon God?

O|A2tA0f A E=5t= SO 0|t f=S HolH i 11
SISO M2 T 2AS MARUC, R28 2 T ZAte| 3
Off [t E 10 otiMst= ZE0| ASLHL 2ol 22 Ues 7HKI1E
0 SIAIOIC F=15h= HHof M2 B2 37t 20E e o= ASH

D ISIRSO| EAA [ME AL DHIZIXZ = AIH2 £ 9|
CHE XL Qfoh & £222 LHELCEL X 222 A 7[Xte] 4E
2 A= XSS 2% A0 F ¢ £E2 ofLidgs = XSS 2
of AALIT 2|10 HHAPE EHE D ISISHE 0] AFHS £ &
2 202 7 E0[2t= F 7HK| T2 Z20E L.

P AEC 2 20| QUM AFEYLICE AL d58 =7
ot 438 = AUsUL 2 H 4SS FoIH RS HE + US
LICH 9SHQI X ugS F6HH IXS s ok AsUH. I8
Lt O|={et RS2 Fot=s XO0| oltES R= At 20 2et =+ gl
SUCE SSH2 ALY, ofY g7, At ]S Fotl IARE 7
AMEE2 M0 230| 2ot= A= FW| WE20 7Htshl S8
ottty e 4 GSLICE A[H 7[R}z stLEE S= A2 25t
7ot SHoM| E AFFE2 StUtEH R230 TS 718 127t

QUCH SELCE

During the excavation in Israel, when we find some strange arti—
facts, different archaeologists offer different opinions in the field.
Of course, when they see artifacts, they tend to see and interpret
them based on their own interests. Obviously, even with the same
object, each archaeologist can get different study results based on
what they are seeking.

Just like how archaeologists’ opinions are based upon their inter—
ests, today’s psalm is divided into two distinct parts by two differ-
ent seekers. The first part is for those who seek the life of the
psalmist and the second part is for those who seek God. And just
like archaeologists with different interests, two different groups in
this psalm get two different results—dishonor and salvation!

It's true to say that we reap what we sow. If we seek success in
business, we may get it. If we seek academic success, then we
may get it. If we seek success in the children’s education, we may
get it. But they can’t be the same as seeking God. Those who seek
and have successful businesses, academic achievements, and
children’s education may not claim that they are poor and needy
because they got what they want. The psalmist says that those
who have become poor and needy because they are seeking God
have the right to call upon God and ask Him for salvation.
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The First Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage Psalm 1

Know Where You Are Going

)

God Gave His Only Begotten Son
More Love to Thee, O Christ
Sing Them Over Again to Me

m Opening Discussion

Do you know where you're going in your life journey as a Christian?

m Understanding today’s passage

There is a university in my town. When the semester began, | used to see college
students wearing a t-shirt which said, “I Know Where I'm Going.” That’s a bold
statement. | really hope that they actually knew where they were heading back
then and | hope that they are still heading to the same destination now. | said this
because it is very hard to know if where we're going is the right way and if we're
heading for the right destination in the world.

When | was young, “Hope for the Flowers™ by Trina Paulus was very popular. If you
read and remember it, one of the captivating parts is where the worms are trying to
go up, where they can’t find anything. In the world, we think we know where we're
going because it seems like everybody is running in one direction or climbing up
one ladder. In this race, we try to beat others in order to get ahead and reach the
destination first.

But our worldly race is like what the worms in “Hope for the Flowers” are doing. In-
deed, it is analogous to our life. Many of us don't know where we are heading. Even
though they know that where they are heading gives us nothing, they don't want to
acknowledge the fact or don't want to think about that. The ladder we are climbing
can be a ladder of economic success, academic achievement, or having invincible
health.
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Small Group Discussion Guides for January

According to the ancient Israelite sage, there are two ways that we can take in our
journey in this world. The first one is the way that we can be blessed and flourish-
ing, and the other one is the way that we will perish. The psalmist describes the first
way like this: “but his delight is in the law of the LORD and on his law he meditates
day and night” (1:2).

Inthe next verse, the psalmist expresses clearly what it means delighting in the law
and meditating by it day and night. That is, the blessed way is like “a tree planted
by streams of water.” Water in the southern Levant means the source of life. So,
our way should be directed toward the source of life. Are we living by the water?
Our fruits will answer the question because the trees planted by streams of water
yield fruit in its season (1:3). If not, are we coming toward the water? Can we say
like those college students, ‘| Know Where I'm Going’? Do you really know where
you're going?

[ 1ntothe Word

How does the psalmist describe the blessed life? (1:2-3)

[ toourlife

According to this psalm, what do you think about your life? Are you living by the
stream? Or if you are away from the stream, are you coming to the stream?

m Memory Verse Psalm1:1-2

“Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the
way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; but his delight is in the law of the
LORD, and on his law he meditates day and night.”

m Sharing with your children

“LORD, who may dwell in your sacred tent? \WWho may live on your holy mountain?
The one whose walk is blameless, who does what is righteous, who speaks the
truth from their heart.”
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The Second Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage Psalm 15

The Kingdom of God is like This

)

Take Time to be Holy
Sins of Years are Wash’d Away
The Trusting Heart to Jesus Clings

m Opening Discussion

How do you rate your Christian integrity?

m Understanding today’s passage

In an archaeological excavation, recording is very important. So, in every stage of
excavation, recording is of the utmost importance. So, if you go to any archaeolog-
ical excavation using a modern methodology, you'll see that supervisors mostly sit
down and write or draw something.

Not only a written report or illustration, collection of artifacts has to be done in a
precise manner. In order to study ancient artifacts, it is very important to know its
provenance—where it comes from. We make grids and every grid is assigned its
unique number. So, when dig volunteers collect items from a grid, they have to put
items into a bucket assigned for that grid.

An unfortunate thing happens when we accidently put in an item from other grids.
When it happens, we label the bucket “Contaminated’! That means the bucket
has items that do not belong to the assigned grid. What's the big deal about it? It
undermines the integrity of the study. Guess what! We're studying the Iron Age
but among the Iron Age pottery sherds, we found artifacts from the modern Arab
period! The integrity of the whole grid has been compromised. This unfortunate
thing can happen not only at the time of digging, but whenever we walk around the
excavation area. So, we warn people not to even kick a small stone.

Integrity is also very important for those who are taking a sanctification journey.
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Small Group Discussion Guides for January

Back in the Old Testament times, people elaborated it into ritual and moral integrity.
So, whenever the ancient Israelites made contact with the things that caused them
to be impure, they lost integrity and couldn’t come into the tabernacle or the tem-
ple, the presence of God.

We can call this integrity holiness. We know God is holy and God calls us to be holy.
But as we live in this world, it's possible that we can get contaminated even after
we consecrate ourselves. Our life in the world is like an excavation. There are many
chances that we pick up something and put it into the wrong bucket, or we pick up
the wrong thing. If we do that, we compromise our integrity. It compromises not
only our personal integrity but also our larger faith community as well because our
personal integrity, holiness, is the key to connect with others. Who can dwell in
God's holy hill? It's who keeps his integrity. In other words, the one who is holy can
dwellin God's place. Let’s strive to keep our integrity before God.

[ 1ntothe Word

How does the psalmist describe the one who can dwellin God'’s place? (15:2-5)

[ toourlife

The psalmist introduces many don'ts in vv. 3-5. Do you do these things or you don't
practice them?

m Memory Verse Psalm15:1-2

“LORD, who may dwell in your sacred tent? Who may live on your holy mountain?
The one whose walk is blameless, who does what is righteous, who speaks the
truth from their heart.”

m Sharing with your children

In our life in the world, it is hard not to do the things listed in vv. 3-5. Share your
practical ways to avoid doing them. And also share if you have done them, then
what we have to do.
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The Third Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage Psalm 40:1-5

Raining God and God’s Reign

)

My Life, My Love | Give to Thee
What a Friend We Have in Jesus
Great is Thy Faithfulness

m Opening Discussion

\When troubles come, do you patiently and faithfully wait upon God's deliverance?

m Understanding today’s passage

Recently, we have had a lot of rain even during the dry season. Many people talk
about rain because unexpected high precipitation causes unexpected problems,
such as the overgrowth of the grass in personal homes and churches.

For me as the one who was born and raised in a city, | had a very narrow view on
rain, either romantic or problematic, but not seeing the life—giving part. But for the
ancient Israglites, the rain was the most essential part for sustaining their life in the
Promised Land. Yes, it is the Promised Land, flowing with milk and honey, but not
with water! So, even in the Promised Land, the Israelites had to wait upon rain for
their crop cultivation.

Early rain (yoreh; a.k.a. the former and the autumn rain) when they sow and late rain
(malkosh; a.k.a. the latter and the spring rain) before the harvest were very import-
ant. Without these, a bountiful harvest was impossible. Without rains, the Prom-—
ised Land is barren. That was the reason why the Israelites went to worship Baal.
As you know, Baal is a Canaanite storm god like Thor. The Canaanites engaged in
cultivation and they worshipped Baal, whom they thought provided them with rain
on earth.

[t is obvious that the Israelites misunderstood what it meant to be “the Promised
Land,” if they used these words. They had to live upon the promise of God. They

160



Small Group Discussion Guides for January

had to wait when God rains. \WWe may call this act of waiting for God's time, because
He promised, “faith.” You may have been waiting for “rains” in your life. Whatever
therainis foryou, evenif it is delayed, don't turn to Baal. Have faith in God’s promise
given to you and wait upon His time because God still reigns over us.

m Into the Word

\What does the psalmist ask us not to do when we're waiting upon God’s deliver—
ance? (40:4b)

[ mtoourlife

In your life, what are you waiting for? What do you ask God?

m Memory Verse Psalm40:1-3

“| waited patiently for the LORD: he turned to me and heard my cry. He lifted me out
of the slimy pit, out of the mud and mire; he set my feet on arock and gave me a firm
place to stand. He put a new song in my mouth, a hymn of praise to our God. Many
will see and fear the LORD and put their trustin him.”

[f sharingwith your children

Ask what your children have been asking God. If God has not answered their
prayers, share how they can patiently wait upon God.



The Fourth Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage Psalm 50:12-15

Make It a Reality!

)

When We Walk With the Lord
More About Jesus Would | Know
Dying with Jesus

m Opening Discussion

How do you materialize your faith in your daily life?

m Understanding today’s passage

Back on the campus, when my excavation director taught courses like “Archaeology
of Jerusalem” and “Daily Life in Biblical Times,” many students would say that they
would love to come to Israel and join the dig. No matter how many people showed
their enthusiasm, they did not make up the final numbers. The same thing goes for
planning and organizing a mission trip. When we share our plan for a mission trip,
many people would show their interest and may say, “Yes, | want to go.” But that
doesn’t count as the final call.

How can we finalize? How can we count who is coming and who is not? It's very
simple. Those who bought the airplane tickets would be counted in the final num-
ber. So, my excavation director used to say, ‘It must be materialized!” Dreaming to
go on an archaeological excavation in Israel or a mission trip in foreign countries is
justan idea, but it must be materialized.

I would say that the Christian journey has the same nature. It has to be materialized.
We can't just go on the journey and come closer to God, if we only dream of going
along The Way and of having fellowship with God. If we want to take The Way, we
should actually walk along The Way with God.

Embarking on any journey entails leaving where we are. Anyone who wants to join
the dig in Israel or the mission trip should leave where they used to be and what they
used to do. So, embarking on a journey requires commitment. The seriousness var-
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Small Group Discussion Guides for January

ies depending on the kind of a journey. Since joining the dig or mission trip costs a big
sum of money, it requires a serious financial commitment. Not only that, they have to
give up their time as well. So, when they put these all in their calculation as the time
comes to buy the airplane tickets, many people would say, ‘| can't come.”

This picture reminds us of the young rich man in Matthew. As we know, the young
rich man was interested in having eternal life. But when Jesus told him, “‘If you
would be perfect, go, sell what you possess and give to the poor, and you will have
treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.” When the young man heard this he
went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions” (Matt 19: 21-22). Perhaps, the
reason why he was interested in eternal life was that he wanted to perpetuate his
earthly possession. So, when he had to leave behind all possession he had (where
he was), he couldn't move forward (embarking on the journey). We shouldn’t be
like the rich young man. We have to materialize our Christian journey. The psalmist
emphasizes that God doesn’'t want empty sacrifices but actualize our faith in Him by
true thanksgiving, fulfilling our vows, and calling upon him.

m Into the Word

Onthe day of trouble, God asks us to actualize our faith. How can we do that? (50:15)

m Into our life

In our life, oftentimes we worship and praise God with our lips but without serious
endorsement or commitment. Do you do that? If so, in what area do you do that?
Canyou identify them in your life?

m Memory Verse Psalm 50:14-15

“Sacrifice thank offerings to God, fulfill your vows to the Most High, and call on me
in the day of trouble; | will deliver you, and you will honor me.”

m Sharing with your children

Explain to your children what is an empty sacrifice in their life and how they can give
them true thanksgiving, perform their vows, and call upon God.
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The Fifth Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage Psalm 70:4-5

What Game Are You In?

@

To the Hills | Lift Mine Eyes
| Could Not Do Without Thee
When We Walk With the Lord

Opening Discussion

In order to be holy like God is holy, do you seek (imitate) God and rejoice in Him?

Understanding today’s passage

In The Imitation Game, Turing figured out how to decode the encrypted messag-
es from the idea of a woman, who read the encrypted message as if she was a
German soldier who encoded the messages. Of course, this eureka moment is a
dramatization. However, the importance of thinking like the one who designed an
enigmatic code is not entirely fiction.

We can’t call what we do in order to become “perfect Christians” a game. But in
order to become “perfect Christians,” it is very critical to imitate God. In the world of
cryptography, in order to break the enigmatic codes, we have to find patterns. So,
perhaps we may call our Christian journey an imitation game because we also need
to observe and follow the pattern of life that God has laid out for His people. The
biggest and foremost difference in becoming “perfect Christians” is that we don’t
have to break the code. Truth is, there is no code, but instructions, which are given
toall.

For us, imago Dei is a very well-known Latin phrase referring to the scene of the
creation of humans in Genesis (1:27). Christians are those who believe and confess
that this image of God has been shattered, but through Christ Jesus, God provides
us with the way in which we recover the image of God in us. And we say that the
recovery process is the sanctification journey because God is holy and therefore



Small Group Discussion Guides for January

recovering the image of God is recovering our holiness. We know that this journey
is part of salvation.

So, more than imago Dei, what is important for us now is imitatio Dei, that is to im-
itate God. If we want to regain our lost image of God in us or recover the shattered
image of God, it is important to imitate God. In imitating God, we're not imitating
his sovereignty thinking we can do whatever we want. It may be called a “game of
thrones.” This game is usually for “our” pleasure and “our” profits. \What we should
imitate of God is His holiness. We can't recover the image of God through the “‘game
of thrones.” Only when we imitate God, can we do so.

The psalmist assures that when we do, we can rejoice and be glad in God. Itis what
those who love God'’s salvation do and they will confess, “God is great!” So, ask
yourself what game are you in? A game of thrones? Or an imitation game?

m Into the Word

Why does the psalmist confess that he is poor and needy in order to get God’s sal-
vation? (70:5)

[ toourlife

In our life, does seeking God give you joy? Or has it become a burden that we have
to check in order to have peace in our mind?

m Memory Verse Psalm 70:4

“But may all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you; may those who long for your
saving help always say, “The LORD is great!™

m Sharing with your children

Help your children to examine what they are doing is honestly seeking God as the
one who needs God's help or making themselves strong and powerful so that they
can be self-sufficient.
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MISSIONARY
OF THE MONTH

Advance : # 3022523
Country : El Salvador
Serving At : The Evangelical Methodist Church of El Salvador
Home Country : USA

Grayer, Benjamin G.

Benjamin Garrett Grayer is a Global Mission Fellow with the
United Methodist General Board of Global Ministries, engaged in a
two-year term of service. He was commissioned on July 28, 2019.

The Global Mission Fellows program takes young adults ages
20-30 out of their home environments and places them in new
contexts for mission experience and service. The program has
a strong emphasis on faith and justice. Global Mission Fellows
become active parts of their new local communities. They
connect the church in mission across cultural and geographical
boundaries. They grow in personal and social holiness and become
strong young leaders working to build just communities in a
peaceful world.

Born and raised in Clarksville, Tennessee, USA, Benjamin is now




serving in Ahuachapan, El Salvador. He is a member of Salem
United Methodist Church, Clarksville, in the Tennessee Annual
Conference. In 2019, he received a degree in church vocations with
an emphasis on pre-seminary and a minor in general psychology
from Martin Methodist College, Pulaski, Tennessee. He has worked
as a house pastor and a site coordinator for Project Transformation
and in the food service industry. At Project Transformation, he
said, “I started understanding ministry and community as one in
the same.”

Growing up in The United Methodist Church, Benjamin said, “I
was very adamant about my faith, particularly my youth group.
My church was very missional, so I have always found God in
helping others.” He took his first foreign mission trip in high school.
“I started understanding my call to ministry as a call to missions,”
he said. “Since then, I have been discerning this call. Most recently,
I have done a lot of work with a mission organization in Mexico
called Give Ye Them to Eat. I had the opportunity to live in Mexico
for a semester, and while I was mainly studying, I did various
things with GYTTE. That sparked an interest in sustainability
missions and community development ... and what that looks like
in developing countries or low-income communities.”

Contact Information : bgrayer@umcmission.org
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