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Suffering prepares ordinary people for extraordinary lives.
-C.S. Lewis
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Could you not watch with me one hour?
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about the holy life of believers, he urged people to live as chil-
dren of light. Like the relationship between husband and wife,
he urged the church to be holy and blameless.

£ The Abundant Love of Jesus

Ephesians 5:3-14 ‘Ephesians 5

3 But sexual immorality and all impurity or covetousness |
must not even be named among you, as is proper among |
saints.

4 Let there be no filthiness nor foolish talk nor crude joking,
I which are outof place, but instead let there be thanksgiving.
5 For you may be sure of this, that everyone who is sexually

immoral or impure, or who is covetous (that is, an idolater),
has no inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God.

6 Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of
these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of dis-
obedience.

7 Therefore do not become partners with them;

8 for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in
the Lord. Walk as children of light

9 (for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right
and true),

10and try to discern whatis pleasing to the Lord.

11 Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but in-
stead expose them.

12 For it is shameful even to speak of the things that they do
insecret.

13 But when anything is exposed by the light, it becomes vis-
ible,

14 for anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it

says, “Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ
will shine onyou.”
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Do Not even Mention the Name
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Before giving snacks to children, we usually ask them to wash their
hands and urge them, “On your way back from the restroom, come
straight back here without touching the wall or the floor.” We know
clean hands will get dirty again and washing them would be an exercise
in futility. Nonetheless some kids wipe the wall with their hands or fall
on the floor and get their hands dirty again on their way back. Those
children cannot be given the snacks and must wash their hands again.

Paul called the immoral, impure, or greedy person an idolater (v. 5).
Jesus said that anyone who looked at a woman lustfully had already
committed adultery with her in his heart (Matt 5:28), Paul said, “Among
you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or of any kind of
impurity, or of greed” (v. 3). Don't even think about them or speak about
them because it is shameful even to mention them (v. 12).

On the other hand, we must get out of darkness and walk in the mid-
dle of light. As we decide to live as children of light, we will experience
the fruit of goodness, righteousness and truthfulness and become imi—
tators of God. As we are called to be the holy people of God, we must
live life quite different from our old life. Will you go back to the life of an
alien or wayfarer, living with the unbelievers and idolaters? Or do you
want to walk in the middle of light with thanksgiving and as heirs to the
kingdom of God?
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Reading Insight

Nebuchadnezzar the second king of new Babylon invaded
southern Judah ruled by King Jehoiakim who was pro—Egypt
and took the king and the royal families as prisoners. Daniel and
his friends were taken to Babylon at that time.

§3 We Shall Be like Him

Daniel 1:8-16 Daniel 1

8 But Daniel resolved that he would not defile himself with
the king’s food, or with the wine that he drank. Therefore he
asked the chief of the eunuchs to allow him not to defile him-
self.

9 And God gave Daniel favor and compassion in the sight of
the chief of the eunuchs,

10 and the chief of the eunuchs said to Daniel, “I fear my
lord the king, who assigned your food and your drink; for
why should he see that you were in worse condition than the
youths who are of your own age? So you would endanger
my head with the king.”

11 Then Daniel said to the steward whom the chief of the eu-
nuchs had assigned over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and
Azariah,

12“Test your servants for ten days; let us be given vegetables
to eat and water to drink.

13 Then let our appearance and the appearance of the youths
who eat the king’s food be observed by you, and deal with
your servants according to what you see.”

14 So he listened to them in this matter, and tested them for
ten days.

15 At the end of ten days it was seen that they were better in
appearance and fatter in flesh than all the youths who ate the
king’s food.

16 So the steward took away their food and the wine they
were to drink, and gave them vegetables.

Engaging with Words
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YZ 402

CHH2 O|AZIA TIZ Z 0 Al
230 £t FH0USNR? (3)
What kind of caste did Daniel
belong to among the tribes of
Israel? (v. 3)

SHLIEHA] CHAZOA R 4
2?2 (17H)

What was the special privilege
given to Daniel by God? (v. 17)
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May is Family Month observed not only in Korea but recognized by the
United Nations. Since a family is the basic unit of a society, the month of
May is observed as Family Month to recognize that in order “to establish a
healthy society, we need to establish healthy families.” Then, what must
the whole family do together during “Family Month?” Spending time to-
gether with parents to show them our gratitude and spending meaningful
time with children would be good things to do. At the same time, we be-
lievers could deeply meditate about what kind of family we want to build up
together.

When Daniel was taken to Babylon as a prisoner, he was about 15 years
old. Those boys taken to the king’s court of Babylon were given food and
drinks in accordance with the command of the king. But Daniel refused the
food and wine given by the king. Daniel resolved that the food (including
those used for their worship) given by the king would defile him and he
made up his mind to refuse it and did not waver. The word “defile” is “Gaal”
in Hebrew and means “to be dirty and corrupt” by being “free” or by “cut-
ting off relationships.” In other words, through the food offered by the king,
Daniel might have worried about the possibility of being “free” from God.
Instead of thinking “food is not the sin,” Daniel might have thought, “Let us
be careful of even the food.” The fact that Daniel was only 15 years old at
the time when he wrestled with this issue and made up his mind indicates
that he must have been exposed to teaching of God’s Word from his child-
hood. Through Danigl’s story of how he made up his mind, | pray that we
too should spend Family Month and each day to reaffirm the will of God
and teach our families the Word of God.
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To the King,
the Dream and
to Daniel,
the Interpretation
of the Dream
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Lord. Have Mercy on Us.
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Reading Insight

Nebuchadnezzar had dreams and his mind was troubled. The
king did not reveal what his dreams were but ordered his offi-
cials to interpret his dreams putting them in awkward and dan-
gerous situations. Then God allowed Daniel to understand the
meaning of the king's dreams and Nebuchadnezzar ended up
praising the LORD.

53 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing

Daniel 2:17-24 Daniel 2

17 Then Daniel went to his house and made the matter
known to Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, his companions,

18 and told them to seek mercy from the God of heaven con-
cerning this mystery, so that Daniel and his companions
might not be destroyed with the rest of the wise men of Bab-
ylon.

19 Then the mystery was revealed to Daniel in a vision of the
night. Then Daniel blessed the God of heaven.

20 Daniel answered and said: “Blessed be the name of God
forever and ever, to whom belong wisdom and might.

21 He changes times and seasons; he removes kings and sets
up kings; he gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to
those who have understanding;

22he reveals deep and hidden things; he knows what is in the
darkness, and the light dwells with him.

23 To you, O God of my fathers, I give thanks and praise,
for you have given me wisdom and might, and have now
made known to me what we asked of you, for you have made
known to us the king’s matter.”

24 Therefore Daniel went in to Arioch, whom the king had
appointed to destroy the wise men of Babylon. He went and
said thus to him: “Do not destroy the wise men of Babylon;
bring me in before the king, and I will show the king the in-
terpretation.”

Engaging with Words
orM A
dSfo8

LEJHA 22 of Rphlo| B A
SHSOIA| Y2IX| 2QALIR? (B-9%)
Why did King Nebuchadnezzar
not tell his court officials his

dreams? (vv. 8-9)

=9 20| &7 E AS L2
O dEal QLQ? (23%)
How did Daniel explain how he
understood the meaning of the
dream? (v. 23)

God Moment
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King Nebuchadnezzar had a dream that troubled him and he could not
sleep. Though the king called and ordered his officials to interpret his
dreams, he did not tell them what his dream was and ordered them to find
out what he had dreamed. All the officials including Daniel faced the possi-
bility of death. Then Daniel asked the king's officer, “Why did the king issue
such a harsh decress?” (Dan 2:15). Daniel went to see the king and asked,
“If you allow me time, | will interpret the dream for you” (Dan 2:16). Daniel
stood in front of the king and his officers and acted “calmly and boldly.” Af-
ter that, Daniel went home and asked his friends to pray for him. He urged
them “to plead for mercy (for us) from the God of heaven concerning this
mystery.” Daniel acted boldly in a difficult situation and pleaded with God.
In the end King Nebuchadnezzar understood the meaning of his dreams
through Daniel and praised the LORD. Through mysteries God brought
Daniel to the place of prayer and allowed King Nebuchadnezzar to meet
God face to face.

God wakes up the souls of all people in the midst of all circumstances.
God is our father who gives all believers and nonbelievers an opportunity to
know Him (Matt 5). Young Daniel as a prisoner in exile learned to become a
mature believer as he personally met God face to face and King Nebuchad—
nezzar acknowledged God. | pray that today becomes a day to confess that
God is our Father and to know God better who wakes up our soul.
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Lord, Speak.
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Reading Insight

King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold and ordered
people to worship it. Then three friends of Daniel, Shadrach,
Meshach and Abednego, were thrown into a blazing furnace
because they did not worship the image of gold but they were
rescued unharmed (v. 17).

49 Master, the Tempest Is Raging

Daniel 3:13-18 Daniel 3

13 Then Nebuchadnezzar in furious rage commanded that
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego be brought. So they
brought these men before the king.

14 Nebuchadnezzar answered and said to them, “Is it true,
O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, that you do not serve
my gods or worship the golden image that I have setup?

15 Now if you are ready when you hear the sound of the horn,
pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music,
to fall down and worship the image that I have made, well
and good. But if you do not worship, you shall immediately
be cast into a burning fiery furnace. And who is the god who
will deliver you out of my hands?”

16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered and said to
the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer
you in this matter.

17 If this be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us
from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of
your hand, O king.

18 But if not, be it known to you, O king, that we will not
serve your gods or worship the golden image that you have
setup.”

Engaging with Words
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What was the charge against
Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-

nego in Babylon? (v. 12)

=40 BT 0IF2 oEH =
LtQ? (27)

What happened to those
thrown into the blazing furnace?
(v. 27)
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There is a proverb called “the rule of three.” It is used sometimes to
mean that one can achieve what one wants by attempting it three times. It
is also used to depict the propensity of a person. It describes the image of
a person who does not give up or lose hope until they have tried three
times.

Through King Nebuchadnezzar, Daniel and his friends were challenged
three times. The first was “the king’s food,” the second was the “interpre-
tation of dreams” and the third was the “worship of the image of gold and
the threat of a blazing furnace.” Through these three temptations not only
Daniel but also his three friends had to persevere. However, King Nebu-
chadnezzar continued to attack Daniel and his friends and did not lay down
his insolence in front of God. First, King Nebuchadnezzar enticed Daniel
and his friends but failed, then he threatened to kill them if they did not in—
terpret his dream but failed, then ultimately he tried a third time to entice
them by making the image of gold. Through these three trials, King Nebu-
chadnezzar showed his unwillingness to give up his insolence “as a king.”
These three connected trials were opportunities of life not only for Daniel
and his friends but also for gentile King Nebuchadnezzar. They were the

W3[0 AIHKIE 93t 7|5 opportunities taught by God who treats the good and the evil fairly. Even
today God teaches all people through all circumstances. Sometimes even
when we act like Nebuchadnezzar, God does not stop teaching us. | pray
HAASREUAAR|WS|, ZHE(TX) that today is the day when we make the best use of all opportunities taught
HAARUHEIAR| W3], BREEHH(TX) by God.
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Reading Insight

King Nebuchadnezzar praised the LORD when he witnessed
Daniel’s three friends who were thrown into a blazing fur-
nace escape unharmed. God planted another dream in Ne—
buchadnezzar and Daniel ended up interpreting it again. King
Nebuchadnezzar lived like a wild animal for seven years as he
dreamed.

53 Open My Eyes, That | May See

Daniel 4:30-37 Daniel 4

30 and the king answered and said, “Is not this great Baby-
lon, which I have built by my mighty power as a royal resi-
dence and for the glory of my majesty?”

31 While the words were still in the king’s mouth, there fell
a voice from heaven, “O King Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is
spoken: The kingdom has departed from you,

32 and you shall be driven from among men, and your dwell-
ing shall be with the beasts of the field. And you shall be
made to eat grass like an ox, and seven periods of time shall
pass over you, until you know that the Most High rules the
kingdom of men and gives it to whom he will.”

33 Immediately the word was fulfilled against Nebuchadnez-
zar. He was driven from among men and ate grass like an ox,
and his body was wet with the dew of heaven till his hair grew
as long as eagles’ feathers, and his nails were like birds’ claws.

34 At the end of the days I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes
to heaven, and my reason returned to me, and I blessed the
Most High, and praised and honored him who lives forever,
for his dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his king-
dom endures from generation to generation;

35 all the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing,
and he does according to his will among the host of heaven
and among the inhabitants of the earth; and none can stay his
hand or say to him, “What have you done?”

36 At the same time my reason returned to me, and for the glo-
ry of my kingdom, my majesty and splendor returned to me.
My counselors and my lords sought me, and [ was established
inmy kingdom, and still more greatness was added to me.

37 Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and extol and honor the
King of heaven, for all his works are right and his ways are
just; and those who walk in pride he is able to humble.

Engaging with Words

M A
YZ 402

20| B2 SolM SHLIEHA 2
A= A2 FAIQ?
(17,25, 32%)

What message did God want to
convey through the dreams of
the king? (vv. 17, 25, 32)

Yoz STSHH A7 ol 0|7
= FA7t2? 37F)

Why did the king have to live
like a wild animal? (v. 37)

God Moment
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Though King Nebuchadnezzar built a great nation Babylon, he experi-
enced the presence and the reign of God through four young lsraglite pris—
oners. At times, King Nebuchadnezzar recognized the power and protection
of God and praised God. But he still boasted of his own capability and
power (v. 30). To this, God did not speak through someone else but spoke
directly to King Nebuchadnezzar, “Your royal authority has been taken from
from you” (v. 31). God warned King Nebuchadnezzar about his “insolence”
through Daniel and his friends and sometimes directly to him through
dreams. In spite of that, King Nebuchadnezzar did not realize his own “self—
trusting insolence” so God took away his cognitive ability and made him live
like a wild animal for seven years. The true “blessing” to people means to
understand the will of God as a creature created in the image of God. This
“distinguishes” human beings from other created beings. God withheld the
“blessing” of God from King Nebuchadnezzar for 7 years. As God took
away the ability to understand His will from King Nebuchadnezzar, God
made him understand that human beings are not any different from ani—
mals, even a king. Even today, God is warning us to remember that “our
right as children of God” can be taken away from us and to “watch out for
insolence.” Today, if we have within ourselves “self-trusting insolence” let
us repent and let us live with humility to trust only God.



XN2d, Ol='=2t 2 N
Journaling with Jesus Ol AzisisLInR

Q59| ZHA} Thanks Note A 7| First Prayer
2 Reading & QT

} 22 One Word

EE=7 |5 One Prayer

*SLIE S| 0K, Y412 02 God's heart & your heart

* O ~Ht SWok= A4S $I5H For Walking with Jesus

* 23 O 0], H2| Taking it deeper, further

512 S0 U5S T 0 SHHs
0123} 421, ML, ZEIS AJZiol TOjER) ¢/
AHEX| 7IZBHIAIS.

Today’s Mission Cleared Sticker |

facebook @7/5 9502




05

2023 MAY

20-Fii

B ol
Yofit
7ol 2

Mysteries
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Your Servant is Listening
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Reading Insight

The son of King Nebuchadnezzar, Belshazzar became the new
king. As King Belshazzar used precious gold goblets taken from
the temple of Jerusalem to drink wine, the fingers of a human
hand appeared and wrote on the plaster wall in the palace. The
king called Daniel and asked him to interpret the writing.

J3 Sins of Years Are Wash'd Away

Daniel 5:17-24 Daniel 5

17 Then Daniel answered and said before the king, “Let your
gifts be for yourself, and give your rewards to another. Nev-
ertheless, I will read the writing to the king and make known
to him the interpretation.

18 O king, the Most High God gave Nebuchadnezzar your
father kingship and greatness and glory and majesty.

19 And because of the greatness that he gave him, all peo-
ples, nations, and languages trembled and feared before
him. Whom he would, he killed, and whom he would, he
kept alive; whom he would, he raised up, and whom he
would, he humbled.

20 But when his heart was lifted up and his spirit was hard-
ened so that he dealt proudly, he was brought down from his
kingly throne, and his glory was taken from him.

21 He was driven from among the children of mankind, and
his mind was made like that of a beast, and his dwelling was
with the wild donkeys. He was fed grass like an ox, and his
body was wet with the dew of heaven, until he knew that the
Most High God rules the kingdom of mankind and sets over
itwhom he will.

22 And you his son,Belshazzar, have not humbled your
heart, though you knew all this,

23 but you have lifted up yourself against the Lord of heaven.
And the vessels of his house have been brought in before you,
and you and your lords, your wives, and your concubines
have drunk wine from them. And you have praised the gods
of silver and gold, of bronze, iron, wood, and stone, which
do not see or hear or know, but the God in whose hand is your
breath, and whose are all your ways, you have not honored.

24 “Then from his presence the hand was sent, and this writ-
ing was inscribed.

Engaging with Words

M A
YZ 402

LB 0| TYE 71HE2?
(20%)

Why was King Nebuchadnezzar
dethroned? (v. 20)

HIAR 9| A|CHE BLIAH| SH 7
§2?(22-23%)

Why did King Belshazzar’s reign
end? (w. 22-23)

God Moment
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Precious goblets in the temple of Jerusalem were taken to Babylon. This
was prophesied by God when King Hezekiah of southern Judah showed
and boasted about treasures in his palace to the visiting dignitaries of Bab—
ylon (2 Kgs 20; Isa 39). Later this prophecy was fulfilled when King Zedeki-
ah of southern Judah fall (2 Kgs 25). It was the result of “insolence” boast-
ing about the power and wealth of a king who acted as if they were created
by himself in front of God. King Nebuchadnezzar and his son King Belshaz—
zar of Babylon both were dethroned as they boasted of their power and
wealth as if they were created by themselves.

“Insolence” is the most dangerous propensity to human beings. When
human beings trust their own mind, rely on their own experience, and exalt
their own efforts, they boast their own insolence in front of God. God hates
insolence so God lowers the insolent. At this moment, God—given authority
to each of us disappears temporarily or forever. Except in the case of per—
secution because we believe in God, if the authority given to each of us by
God was reduced, disappeared or threatened, we need to look at our life
and find out if “insolence” has settled in our lives. We must not, even for a
moment, cling to “insolence —a mind to boast about ourselves,” but | pray
that we come forward to God as Jesus did at every moment.
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Reading Insight

Darius of Mede killed King Belshazzar of Babylon and became
king of Babylon. King Darius issued a decree prohibiting prayer
to any god or man other than the king and anyone violating
would be thrown into the lions” den. Under this decree Daniel
continued to pray prostrate to God three times a day.

53 Call'd of God, We Honor the Call

Daniel 6:16-23 Daniel 6

16 Then the king commanded, and Daniel was brought and
cast into the den of lions. The king declared to Daniel, “May
your God, whom you serve continually, deliver you!”

17 And a stone was brought and laid on the mouth of the den,
and the king sealed it with his own signet and with the signet
of his lords, that nothing might be changed concerning Dan-
iel.

18 Then the king went to his palace and spent the night fast-
ing; no diversions were brought to him, and sleep fled from
him.

19 Then, at break of day, the king arose and went in haste to
the den of lions.

20 As he came near to the den where Daniel was, he cried out
in a tone of anguish. The king declared to Daniel, “O Dan-
iel, servant of the living God, has your God, whom you serve
continually, been able to deliver you from the lions?”

21Then Daniel said to the king, “O king, live forever!

22 My God sent his angel and shut the lions’ mouths, and
they have not harmed me, because I was found blameless
before him; and also before you, O king, I have done no
harm.”

23 Then the king was exceedingly glad, and commanded
that Daniel be taken up out of the den. So Daniel was taken
up out of the den, and no kind of harm was found on him, be-
cause he had trusted in his God.

Engaging with Words

M A
YZ 402

CHLIH0| ChSt A2SC| Hoh= Of
HELER? (4X)
What was the public’s opinion
of Daniel? (v. 4)

CHHO| ARRESOIAH| SiEte X
U2 0|FE g42 R0 5
HolLtQ? (23%)

How does the Bible explain why
Daniel was not harmed by the

lions? (v. 23)

God Moment
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to envy Daniel. To this, the administrators and satraps devised a scheme.
They proposed a decree prohibiting prayer to any other god or man than
the king and any violator would be thrown into the lions™ den. The king ap-
proved the proposed decree. However, in spite of this decree, Daniel con-
tinued to pray prostrate to God three times a day and gave thanks to God.
Daniel was thrown into the lions” den but miraculously came out of the den
unharmed. Daniel uttered this confession, “Because | was found innocent
in his sight. Nor have | ever done any wrong before you,0 king” (v. 22). In
Babylon, because the king was the law, violating the decree of the king
was a crime. But Daniel emphasized “innocence in front of God” not in front
of the king. He declared boldly that he had not done any wrong before the
king either. Believers sometimes agonize over this. To live as a Christian in
this world is not easy and sometimes as a Christian we need to endure
hardship. Nonetheless, we wish the same miracles that happened to Dan—
iel would happen to us. But Daniel was different. Even while the decree of
the king was in effect, Daniel gave thanks to God for the grace of God giv-
en to him for the day. At the same time, Daniel lived his life without hiding
to the world that he was a believer. God wanted to show us Daniel's faithful
life. God wants us to treat our relationship with God as a higher priority than
a healthy relationship with the world. Try to establish priority in your life us—
ing the Word of God as a guide. Then begin your day as you affirm your re=
solve as to how faithful you want to live your life. An honest life in front of
God will be recognized as such by the world as well.
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Reading Insight

Chapter 6 includes Daniel’s vision during the reign of King
Belshazzar. In his vision Daniel saw a lion, a bear, a leopard, and
a beast with ten horns. These beasts symbolized four different
empires: Babylon, Mede/Persia, the empire of Alexander and
Rome. Through these, God proclaimed that all nations are under
the sovereignty of God.

§d There’s a Dream that | Dream

Daniel 7:9-14 Daniel 7

9“As I looked, thrones were placed, and the Ancient of Days
took his seat; his clothing was white as snow, and the hair
of his head like pure wool; his throne was fiery flames; its
wheels were burning fire.

10 A stream of fire issued and came out from before him; a
thousand thousands served him, and ten thousand times ten
thousand stood before him; the court sat in judgment, and
the books were opened.

11 “T looked then because of the sound of the great words
that the horn was speaking. And as I looked, the beast was
killed, and its body destroyed and given over to be burned
with fire.

12 As for the rest of the beasts, their dominion was taken
away, but their lives were prolonged for a season and a time.

13 “I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of
heaven there came one like a son of man, and he came to the
Ancient of Days and was presented before him.

14 And to him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom,
that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve him;
his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not
pass away, and his kingdom one that shall not be destroyed.

Engaging with Words

M A
YZ 402

SILEHAME F701A EAl2t &
it L2t FAILIR? (13-14%)
To whom had God given the
power, glory and nation?

(wv. 13-14)

SHLIFHZRE HME Hodl 0]
= FAS otalLte? (26-27E)
What did the one who was giv-
en the power by God do?

(vv. 26-27)

God Moment
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God had allowed through His Word these prophets’ dreams and visions
and written record: Daniel, Ezekiel and Apostle John. Their record was ex—
plained through the next generations. However the interpretation of dreams
and visions was still difficult. Because they were given and weren't meant
to be easy to understand. If God intended to warn either a specific nation or
about a specific incident, He should have revealed the face of the specific
person and the chronology of the specific incident. Through the dreams,
the future of King Nebuchadnezzar was not revealed incident by incident
and we should assume that there is a clear purpose of God behind it.

Between the dreams and the visions, certain epistemology is affirmed by
Daniel. “Thrones were set in place, and the Ancient of Days took his seat”
(v. 9). As Daniel dreamed and saw a vision, he was sure who sat on the
throne. Even in his dreams and visions, Daniel was sure that “this is God.”
God had given Daniel the ability to understand that the sovereignty of God
was at work and therefore he could wait for God's next move. What God
wants from the believers is not just to deliver the dreams and visions to
them. God wants His believers to be the witness of God’s works. Those
witnesses must share the clear evidence of what they gained. We must
share, “God is our father” and “God reigns the world.” | pray that you live
today as a true witness.
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Reading Insight

Daniel saw a vision of a ram and a goat but saw this vision while
he was awake. (vv. 2, 27) The ram symbolizes the empires
of Media and Persia and the goat symbolizes the empire of
Greece.

3 OTurn Ye
Daniel 8:19-27 Daniel 8

19 He said, “Behold, I will make known to you what shall be
atthe latter end of the indignation, for it refers to the appoint-
edtime of the end.

20 As for the ram that you saw with the two horns, these are
the kings of Media and Persia.

21 And the goat is the king of Greece. And the great horn be-
tween his eyes is the first king.

22 As for the horn that was broken, in place of which four
others arose, four kingdoms shall arise from his nation, but
not with his power.

23 And at the latter end of their kingdom, when the transgres-
sors have reached their limit, a king of bold face, one who
understands riddles, shall arise.

24 His power shall be great--but not by his own power; and
he shall cause fearful destruction and shall succeed in what
he does, and destroy mighty men and the people who are the
saints.

25 By his cunning he shall make deceit prosper under his
hand, and in his own mind he shall become great. Without
warning he shall destroy many. And he shall even rise up
against the Prince of princes, and he shall be broken--but by
no human hand.

26 The vision of the evenings and the mornings that has been
told is true, but seal up the vision, for it refers to many days
fromnow.”

27 And I, Daniel, was overcome and lay sick for some days.
Then I rose and went about the king’s business, but I was ap-
palled by the vision and did not understand it.

Engaging with Words

M A
YZ 402

Y =2 MEE= L2E2 A
2 53LtQ? (10-11%)

What did the nation that was
symbolized by 4 horns” do?
(wv. 10-11)

QAL O] LHOJEI B El A2
QAHIIER| KI&E X127 (14%)

Until when will the condition of
the “surrender of the sanctuary

and the host” continue? (v. 14)

God Moment
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The Book of Daniel consists of two parts. Chapters 1-7 were revelations
written in Aramaic intended for gentile nations and Chapters 8-12 were
revelations written in Hebrew intended for the people of Judah. The vision
showed one nation symbolized by a “big horn” would be extinguished soon
and four nations symbolized by “four horns” would come into being (vv. 21—
22) but they too would face the last moment soon (v. 23). Through this vi-
sion the message is clear that there is a beginning and an end for all na—
tions. Regardless of how mighty a nation may be, the power of a nation is
not their own strength (v. 24), and that power would disappear independent
of “the hands of others” (dispute against other nations) (v. 25). As God
showed these visions to Daniel, He also gave Daniel a hint that Israel would
be restored. People want to know their future. Because if people know
what will happen in the future, they think their worries about their future
will disappear. But when Daniel saw the beginning and the end of future
happenings, he became ill for many days. Because though Daniel saw the
future, he as a human being could not fully understand the will and the
providence of God. Thus, Daniel once again learned humility in front of the
sovereignty of God.

The Book of Daniel teaches us that the peace that we can gain through
knowing the future is not the same as the peace bestowed by God. We
also learn that true peace is not gained through the dimension of episte—
mology but it is a gift of God obtainable only when we totally rely on God. |
pray that today will be a day when we enjoy true peace by relying on God.
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Reading Insight

The seventy—year exile as prisoners in Babylon proclaimed
through the prophet Jeremiah is coming to an end (Jer 25).
Waiting for the restoration promised by God, Daniel prayed.
(Connected to Chapters 5 and 6)

43 ‘Tis the Blessed Hour of Prayer

Daniel 9:13-19 Daniel 9

13 As it is written in the Law of Moses, all this calamity has
come upon us; yet we have not entreated the favor of the
LORD our God, turning from our iniquities and gaining in-
sight by your truth.

14 Therefore the LORD has kept ready the calamity and has
brought it upon us, for the LORD our God is righteous in
all the works that he has done, and we have not obeyed his
voice.

15 And now, O Lord our God, who brought your people out
of the land of Egypt with a mighty hand, and have made a
name for yourself, as at this day, we have sinned, we have
done wickedly.

16O Lord, according to all your righteous acts, let your an-
ger and your wrath turn away from your city Jerusalem, your
holy hill, because for our sins, and for the iniquities of our
fathers, Jerusalem and your people have become a byword
among all who are around us.

17 Now therefore, O our God, listen to the prayer of your ser-
vant and to his pleas for mercy, and for your own sake, O
Lord,make your face to shine upon your sanctuary, which is
desolate.

18 O my God, incline your ear and hear. Open your eyes and
see our desolations, and the city that is called by your name.
For we do not present our pleas before you because of our
righteousness, but because of your great mercy.

190 Lord, hear; O Lord, forgive. O Lord, pay attention and
act. Delay not, for your own sake, O my God, because your
city and your people are called by your name.”

Engaging with Words

M A
YZ 402

StLHES| 72, SHLtES =82 1
otz 2&S CLAM=E 027 B
MBI QILIR? (17%H)

How does the Book of Daniel
describe the image of those
seeking salvation of God and
help of God? (v. 17)

CHLA2 SLIEH SEHS HUS
2 {EA BALSHL AULEQ? (23%)
How does the Book of Daniel
describe the fact that Daniel
was answered by God? (v. 23)

God Moment
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Daniel made preparations before he started praying. “Daniel pleaded with
God in prayer and petition, in fasting, and in sackcloth and ashes” (v. 3). Having
completed preparations for prayer in body and in mind, Daniel repeated similar
confessions. “We have not listened to your servants the prophets, who spoke
in your name to all the people of the land” (v. 6). “Because of our unfaithfulness
toyou” (v. 7). “Because we have sinned again” (v. 8). “We have rebelled against
Him” (v. 9). “We have not obeyed Him” (v. 14). “We have sinned, we have done
wrong” (v. 15).

The prayers of Daniel were succinct. His prayer was, “We have not obeyed
the Word of God thus we have sinned.” As Daniel confessed that they did not
obey the Word of God he also mentioned the covenant of God. “See the city
that bears your Name” (v. 18). The covenant of God is at Jerusalem. “God had
chosen the place to put His Name” and it was the Tabernacle (temple, sanctu-
ary), and God received the worship of the people at the place, received offer-
ings at the place, and met the people at the place (Deut 12). Through David and
Solomon “The place where the Name of the LORD would be put” was chosen
for the site of the temple (1 Kgs 8). Daniel prayed while he was thinking about
the covenant of God. Relying on the Word of God, Daniel pleaded with God to
remember Jerusalem and the children of God and prayed while relying on the
mercy of God who gave the Word. Daniel’s prayer was well prepared and well
tuned to the covenant of God. This is a good role model for believers today, a
necessary model for prayer. Today | believe that we should pray as Daniel did
with the covenant and should pray relying on the mercy of God so that our
prayers will be answered.
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Reading Insight

King Cyrus of Persia defeated Babylon and permitted restoration
of the temple in Jerusalem. From the end of the kingdom of
Babylon until the beginning of the reign of King Cyrus of Persia,
Daniel was the chief administrator and saw a vision of a great
war.

J3 In Heavenly Love Abiding

Daniel 10:10-17 Daniel 10

10 And behold, a hand touched me and set me trembling on
my hands and knees.

11 And he said to me, “O Daniel, man greatly loved, under-
stand the words that I speak to you, and stand upright, for
now [ have been sent to you.” And when he had spoken this
word to me, I stood up trembling.

12 Then he said to me, “Fear not, Daniel, for from the first
day that you set your heart to understand and humbled your-
self before your God, your words have been heard, and |
have come because of your words.

13 The prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me twen-
ty-one days, but Michael, one of the chief princes, came to
help me, for I was left there with the kings of Persia,

14 and came to make you understand what is to happen to
your people in the latter days. For the vision is for days yet to
come.”

15 When he had spoken to me according to these words, I
turned my face toward the ground and was mute.

16 And behold, one in the likeness of the children of man
touched my lips. Then I opened my mouth and spoke. I said
to him who stood before me, “O my lord, by reason of the vi-
sion pains have come upon me, and I retain no strength.

17 How can my lord’s servant talk with my lord? For now no
strength remains in me, and no breath is left inme.”

Engaging with Words
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Having seen a vision of a great war, Daniel mourned and did not touch
choice food, meat or wine. After that Daniel saw a man dressed in linen,
with a belt of the finest gold around his waist as he was standing on the
bank of the great river, the Tigris. (Some Biblical scholars claim that Daniel
saw Jesus.) At that moment, people around Daniel did not see the vision
and fled out of fear but Daniel was alone, heard the voice and fell into a
deep sleep, his face to the ground.

The phrase “sincere humility” is the image of trembling with your face to
the ground. The Hebrew word “aw—naw” means (literally and symbolically)
“press” or “humble oneself, bully, answer.” Since this word is used either as
intransitive or transitive, it depicts self-humility but it is more often used to
describe humbling under conquest or surrender. When Daniel saw a man in
his vision, he trembled with his face to the ground and this image is de—
scribed as the word “sincere humility.” In Exodus, when Moses and Aaron
visited Pharaoh to deliver the Word of the LORD, God pointed to Pharaoh,
“How long will you refuse to humble yourself before me?” (Exod 10:3). The
reason why God revealed a man to Daniel in his vision and the will of God
to him was because Daniel always feared God and maintained his attitude
of laying prostrate with fear and trembling in front of God. We will receive
answers from God when we prostrate ourselves in front of God. | pray that
you will all be “humble” in front of God today so that you may all receive
answers from God today.
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Reading Insight

Today’s chapter records the fall of the Empire of Persia and the
rise of Greece, and the struggle for hegemony among nations in
the Near East at the time. (Historical Exegesis: After Alexander
the Great, the struggle between the kingdom of Seleucid of
Syria in the North and the kingdom of Ptolemy of Egypt in the
South, the persecution of Judah by Antiochus Epiphanes and
the end of his era were recorded.)

J3 Father, | Stretch My Hands to Thee

Daniel 11:28-35 Daniel 11

28 And he shall return to his land with great wealth, but his
heart shall be set against the holy covenant. And he shall
work his will and return to his own land.

29 “At the time appointed he shall return and come into the
south, but it shall not be this time as it was before.

30 For ships of Kittim shall come against him, and he shall be
afraid and withdraw, and shall turn back and be enraged and
take action against the holy covenant. He shall turn back and
pay attention to those who forsake the holy covenant.

31 Forces from him shall appear and profane the temple and
fortress, and shall take away the regular burnt offering. And
they shall set up the abomination that makes desolate.

32 He shall seduce with flattery those who violate the cove-
nant, but the people who know their God shall stand firm and
take action.

33 And the wise among the people shall make many under-
stand, though for some days they shall stumble by sword and
flame, by captivity and plunder.

34 When they stumble, they shall receive a little help. And
many shall join themselves to them with flattery,

35and some of the wise shall stumble, so that they may be re-
fined, purified, and made white, until the time of the end, for
it still awaits the appointed time.
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What happened to the king's
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Babylon was destroyed by Persia and Persia was destroyed by Greece.
After that, the kingdom of Ptolemy in the South fought against the kingdom
of Seleucid of Syria in the North. All this was seen by Daniel in his vision.
Caught in the struggle of hegemony between mighty nations, the perse—
cution of the people of Israel also continued. As these complicated strug—
gles for hegemony were revealed to Daniel as visions, some similarities
among the actions of the kings were repeatedly recorded. “The king will do
as he pleases” (v. 3). “The king of the South will be filled with pride” (v. 12).
“The violent men will rebel” (v. 14). “Will do as he pleases” (v. 16). “He will
take action against it” (v. 28). “The king will do as he pleases and exalt him-
self” (v. 36). The names of the kings who appeared in the vision and in the
struggle for hegemony were numerous but the common thread in their
thoughts and deeds was to “do as they please and exalt themselves.”

God compared the images of the kings and Daniel and showed images of
the humble and the insolent. At the same time, God said that there was an
appointed time for the war between the kings. “Appointed time” means “the
end of the war between the kings.” It is also the time for judgment for Israel
and the time to exhaust the opportunity of life given to the kings. It was the
opportunity for self-awareness of those gentile kings who invaded Israel.
However, it was also a revelation that this God—given opportunity would be
lost as they repeatedly cheated and hurt each other. God is asking not only
Daniel but also us, “Do you know how the life of ‘do as we please and exalt
ourselves’ would end?” As we meditate on this revelation and as we answer
God’s question, | pray that we do not lose this opportunity.
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Reading Insight

This text deals with the end times. Some will receive everlasting
life and others will receive everlasting shame. No one knows
when that end time will come and how everything will end.

§3 The Wise Will Understand

Daniel 12:5-10 Daniel 12

5 Then I, Daniel, looked, and behold, two others stood, one
on this bank of the stream and one on that bank of the stream.

6 And someone said to the man clothed in linen, who was
above the waters of the stream,”How long shall it be till the
end of these wonders?”

7 And I heard the man clothed in linen, who was above the
waters of the stream; he raised his right hand and his left
hand toward heaven and swore by him who lives forever
that it would be for a time, times, and half a time, and that
when the shattering of the power of the holy people comes to
an end all these things would be finished.

8] heard, but I did not understand. Then I said, “O my lord,
what shall be the outcome of these things?”

9 He said, “Go your way, Daniel, for the words are shut up
and sealed until the time of the end.

10 Many shall purify themselves and make themselves white
and be refined, but the wicked shall act wickedly. And none
of the wicked shall understand, but those who are wise shall
understand.

Engaging with Words
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Those whose names are written in the book of life will be saved at the
end time. Those whose names are written in the book of life will rise from
the dead to everlasting life and others whose names are not recorded in
the book of life will awake to everlasting contempt (v. 2). No one knows
when the end will come but people will sense that the end is nearing. At
that time, many will go here and there to increase knowledge in order to
survive (v. 4). Also, the person in linen tells Daniel to “roll up and seal the
words until the time of the end” (v. 9). This does not mean that Daniel
should not share the revelation with other people. Rather, “to seal” means
to protect the revelation from being misinterpreted, as many people who
are purified will become wise to understand the end time while those who
are wicked will not understand (v. 10).

Preparing for the end time is something that is completely different from
feeling the end time. Preparing for the end time refers to having a life of
Jesus and living a changed life as followers of Jesus. But simply feeling the
end time is to live a life apart from Jesus even though one may acknowl-
edge that Jesus died for all. It's like living as Pharisees who came out to the
Jordan river to get baptized out of fear of God's judgment. But since his
childhood, Daniel followed God'’s will and feared God to the end. Moreover,
Daniel prepared for the end time according to the Word of God (Jesus
Christ). | pray that you will be like Daniel and prepare for the end time.
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Come, Every Soul
by Sin Oppressed

Opening Prayer
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Reading Insight

When Jeroboam becomes king of Israel, Hosea is called to
bring the Word of God as a prophet. The Northern Kingdom
of Israel was enjoying material prosperity. However, they were
spiritually impoverished as they had fallen away from God.

J3 Hosea and His Family

Hosea 1:2-9 Hosea 1:1-2:1

2 When the LORD first spoke through Hosea, the LORD
said to Hosea, “Go, take to yourself a wife of whoredom
and have children of whoredom, for the land commits great
whoredom by forsaking the LORD.”

3 So he went and took Gomer, the daughter of Diblaim, and
she conceived and bore him a son.

4 And the LORD said to him, “Call his name Jezreel, for in
justa little while I will punish the house of Jehu for the blood
of Jezreel, and I will put an end to the kingdom of the house
of Israel.

5 And on that day I will break the bow of Israel in the Valley
of Jezreel.”

6 She conceived again and bore a daughter. And the LORD
said to him, “Call her name No Mercy, for I will no more
have mercy on the house of Israel, to forgive them at all.

7 But [ will have mercy on the house of Judah, and [ will save
them by the LORD their God. I will not save them by bow or
by sword or by war or by horses or by horsemen.”

8When she had weaned No Mercy, she conceived and bore a
son.

2 And the LORD said, “Call his name Not My People, for
you are not my people, and [ am not your God.”

Engaging with Words

M A
YZ 402

0159} SHLHES Mt 0jAZ MO &
&2 O 2ASHI ULIL? 0F)

In what way is Israel’s unfaith—
fulness to God described? (v. 2)

‘WA'0[2k= OIS CHAlo| o™ O
202 HEA|ZCHILIR? (10X)
By what name other than “my
people” will the people of Israel
be called? (v. 10)
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Giving a Name
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God calls Hosea to serve as a prophet and commands him to marry
Gomer. The name Hosea means “the one who saves” and the name
Gomer means “to complete” or “to fail.” In other words, God tells “the one
who saves” to have as his wife the one who is a “failure.” Moreover, God
also gives names to Hosea’s children. The name Jezreel means “the Lord
sows,” the name Lo-Ruhamah means “not loved,” and the name Lo-Ammi
means ‘not my people.” Marrying a wife who is a “failure” and having chil-
dren who are “planted, not loved, and not my people” show the dire situa—
tion of the “one who saves.” Although this situation in Hosea's life is very
difficult, God puts Hosea in this situation to communicate the condition of
God'’s heart. In other words, just as Hosea struggles with the painful situa—
tion of his family, God’s heart is broken by the people of the world. Howev-
er, God doesn't stop with simply telling Hosea how much God is hurt by
the people who are planted in this world but who are not loved and unqual-
ified to be His people. God also tells Hosea that God will gather His people,
have mercy on them and call them as His people.

It is normal for people to give their children beautiful names, hoping that
they will live up to their given names. But God tells those people who have
been given bad names and live lives that are similar to their bad names that
God will redeem them and change their lives. By this, God shows them
who their real savior is. Remember that God called us to be His children
and do not give up. Our God will comfort His children and redeem the life
of His children.
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Reading Insight

The sins of Gomer, Hosea'’s wife, are recorded in detail. These
recorded sins represent the sins that Israel committed against
God. God accuses them of Baal worship and tells them to re—
new their purity.

J9 Sins of Years Are Wash'd Away

Hosea 2:2-7 Hosea 2:2-13

2 “Plead with your mother, plead-- for she is not my wife,
and I am not her husband-- that she put away her whoring
from her face, and her adultery from between her breasts;

3 lest I strip her naked and make her as in the day she was
born, and make her like a wilderness, and make her like a
parched land, and kill her with thirst.

4 Upon her children also [ will have no mercy, because they
are children of whoredom.

5 For their mother has played the whore; she who conceived
them has acted shamefully. For she said, ‘T will go after my
lovers, who give me my bread and my water, my wool and
my flax, my oil and my drink.’

6 Therefore I will hedge up her way with thorns, and I will
build a wall against her, so that she cannot find her paths.

7 She shall pursue her lovers but not overtake them, and she
shall seek them but shall not find them. Then she shall say,
‘I'will go and return to my first husband, for it was better for
me then than now.’

Engaging with Words

M A
YZ 402

HO|(O]AZIY) HT ORI RS
FIHE ZULTR (8F)

Who gave Gomer (Israel) her
drinks? (v. 8)

HHS(GILIE) Mt O|S0fIA oL
A SHAIZCH BILITIR (3, 9%)
What will be done to the one
who deserted her husband
(God)? (w. 3,9
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| Was Better Off then than Now
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The fornication of Gomer who symbolizes Israel resembles the stories in
the Book of Ezekiel (Ch. 16) and the Gospel of Luke (Ch. 16). In Ezekiel,
God nurtures and cares for Israel who was like an abandoned child, but Is—
rael turns its back on God and worships foreign gods. This angered God
and caused God to punish Israel. However, as Israel suffers God'’s judg-
ment, God also causes Israel to remember the love and care that they once
received from God. Through their remembrance of God's love and care, Is—
rael returns to God. The son who returned home in the parable of the
prodigal son in the Gospel of Luke represents Israel who ran away from
home with their father's (God’s) inheritance. The prodigal son squanders
everything and returns home after realizing that there is goodness in the
father's home. The first story tells about God’s powerful guidance and the
second story tells about God's mercy and waiting. Although the stories
may be different, there is one common thing in all these stories and that is
God causing them to remember how things were better “then.” In our life,
God sometimes also allows us to experience a “spiritual void” and, through
this experience, helps us to realize that only God can fill the void in our life.
When we feel that “those times when we were intimate with God were
the good times” or “it was good when we loved God and served God with
passion and diligence,” then we should remember that God is working in
our hearts. God continues to work in our hearts to call us and help us to re-
alize that true satisfaction in life is found in God and God only. When you
feel God tugging at your heart, come to God in obedience. That is when we
will experience God's filling of our empty souls.
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Reading Insight

God knew the sins of Israel and condemned the worship of
Baal. God commanded them to restore their purity.

£3 Tho' Your Sins Be as Scarlet
Hosea 2:16-23 Hosea 2:14-23

16 “And in that day, declares the LORD, you will call me
‘My Husband,’ and no longer will you call me ‘My Baal.’

17 For I will remove the names of the Baals from her mouth,
and they shall be remembered by name no more.

18 And I will make for them a covenant on that day with the
beasts of the field, the birds of the heavens, and the creeping
things of the ground. And I will abolish the bow, the sword,
and war from the land, and I will make you lie down in safe-
ty.

19 And I will betroth you to me forever. I will betroth you to
me in righteousness and in justice, in steadfast love and in
mercy.

20 | will betroth you to me in faithfulness. And you shall
know the LORD.

21“And in that day [ will answer, declares the LORD, I will
answer the heavens, and they shall answer the earth,

22 and the earth shall answer the grain, the wine, and the oil,
and they shall answer Jezreel,

23 and [ will sow her for myself in the land. And I will have
mercy on No Mercy, and I will say to Not My People,”You
are my people’; and he shall say, “You are my God.””

Engaging with Words

M A
YZ 402

SfLtE 1t O] AZIAO| A= O
TARI7k27? (16, 19-20%)
What is the relationship be—
tween God and Israel?

(wv. 16, 19-20)

0[A2tl0| 3|52 M SHLIEMHA
0[AZtAS F30[2t REA|LIL?
(23%)

What does God call Israel when
Israel is restored? (v. 23)
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Responses to Israel
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God spoke of the restoration of Israel. He said He would make the Israel-
ites realize their sins and lead them to restoration as they pay for their sins.
He will make the valley of trouble become the door of hope, as in the day
God led them out of Egypt. Interestingly, God’s warning came when Israel
was enjoying militaristic and economic prosperity under Jeroboam'’s reign.
“In that day, | will make a covenant for them with the beast of the field and
with the birds of the air and the creatures that move along the ground” (v.
18). “'At that time, | will willingly respond,” declares the Lord. ‘I will respond
to the sky, and the sky will respond to the ground; then the ground will re—
spond to the grain, the new wine, and the olive oil; and they will respond to
Jezreel (God’s plants)” (vv. 21-22).

According to God’s plan, a restoration meant God and His people would
communicate as heaven and earth speak to each other. The metaphor of
men subduing the earth and animals means the restoration of the garden
of Eden which is what God desires. Humanity wants complete healing from
physical suffering, but God wants a whole restoration, not a circumstantial
and temporal change.

God knew humanity would turn away from God if they didn’t have a
change of heart. Therefore, our God wants us to change wholeheartedly
and completely. Let go of the world and change your whole heart to receive
complete restoration.
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Reading Insight

God told Hosea to take back his wife who had run away to her
lover.

£3 I Wandered in the Shades

Hosea 3:1-5 Hosea 3

1 And the LORD said to me, “Go again, love a woman who
is loved by another man and is an adulteress, even as the
LORD loves the children of Israel, though they turn to other
gods and love cakes of raisins.”

2So [ bought her for fifteen shekels of silver and a homer and
alethech of barley.

3 And I said to her, “You must dwell as mine for many days.
You shall not play the whore, or belong to another man; so
willTalso be to you.”

4 For the children of Israel shall dwell many days without
king or prince, without sacrifice or pillar, without ephod or
household gods.

5 Afterward the children of Israel shall return and seek the
LORD their God, and David their king, and they shall come
in fear to the LORD and to his goodness in the latter days.

Engaging with Words

M A
YZ 402

SHE 79 AlES = A
17127 (1%)

Whose love is the adulteress
receiving? (v.1)

SILIEHA SA0t0fA 2ot
ot2t stalLie? (3X)

What did God tell Hosea to do?
(v.3)
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S 80l Tt =

91



rot
2
off

ML FO O
o2 r e
P
= py
oo
9 4o
0 0z @
mjo St
~
40
=°|I:

ol
i
il

r

ct

%7 |E One Prayer

3|2} AAXIE 2[5t 7|
Prayer for Churches & Pastors

AOHEATA] 2 2], BHIZ(WA)
Z2M0t g, Zo(WA)
T HRAS 2Rt

92

A= 99 48] Voicks From THE HiLL

HISS 9I3t B2 SOl TesH |}

e

It Takes Many Days to Be Ready

‘EtRIQ| AtYS HoF ZL7HE 1 OiALS Aol (1) J8Xez 0|4
ot #GS0] SiLtE 2AZ(0f DB 22 XX2tD OfoE =k QX2 &
A[OOA| 0| 52 HUHQI A0 OfL|2t HE0|USLILE HK0] ZA
Al =4 SHE MEL o, SHOPt DS H2iQf0F & X 2=
SUSLICE. T2tM OFR2| LS off 2OHE SHLEEMIA SAOHA Li2|M S
2 05| 27kset BHYUCL 0|FA S2(H0| 1L H|0[gXH2 #SS A
02t et 4= QU= M2 §lE AUCt 22 osttEHM= 0l%iS 2 M0t
Ol BROHAEUICE 12BN O[3 LEsALIC: “0jALtd XkES0|
2 23U A g X=AE Gl MAE G FYE Gl HiRE gl Eat
B 0| XIHCL” (4Z) A7 (2] S-LICE AFS0| StRE0IXE H1
AtE AT AEAE O, HX|0f OIR MEE0] 20| FUE O otX| piE H
2 23S HHGIH W7 AASUCH 1t 2|7t Y W7 AUASUC oLt
EHAE 0[2 22 4= SMI0ret 0] A2t E =S 0| ZOFFACIL ot
Ct. 22l ZHIS0| O 018 X2 OAXIX| 2 M, 52 & =20l ot
Zotal AUS [, 2= A2 Qjn|7+ Foj0| = HEE [, ShLHEo| AHASO| H|24
SILIES Zolotll oiLigol 25O LIOtRA ILIES| Al Qo 25 2
A E S 0| WEYULEL SHOPHZH THS Mot S0t Of
S0l SH0te] LSS HE AIZI0] 2Q8S SILHEMA TEotd AUt &
=5 AYoH| Rots S Zefol 0[RS AZIoH| 2otz 0|R= 'L 2t
L7t U2 B AUCH otLtEel 23221 Hoph= 22 'L el W A
2 F10 Ol=22F H0p7h= Z'0|H, 0|y SHLtE2| AtZH0] Ofsi=| AHE
Cf. O|R AHH0| FEAILHH, OFXE AAZ Aotz AS0| HSS 0L
2322 LI0Ph= AR, ‘L ot0fl LIS HIQIUE ARZFS ZH5HAAR. @5
220 0l2fet AlZt0] ZQEULICE

“Love the woman who became an adulterer although she was loved by oth—
ers” (v. 1). The apostasy of Israel can be compared to the adultery of Gomer.
But for Hosea, Gomer wasn't a metaphor but a reality. Furthermore, according
to Moses' law, Hosea wasn't obligated to bring back Gomer. There was no legal
basis forcing him to obey God’s command. This was irrational and illogical and
this wasn't love. But God commanded Hosea to do just that. God said,

“For the Israelites must live many days without a king or prince, without sac—
rifice or sacred fertility pillar, without ephod or idols” (v. 4). That meant going
back to the time of the judges. That was when people barely survived. Death
was prevalent and people experienced frequent afflictions.

That was the time there were no kings or leaders. God declared that those
situations would come again. When the problems are no longer considered as
problems, when death is frequent and when all things become meaningless,
people finally seek God and kneel before God begging for His mercy.

For Hosea to love Gomer, he had to let go of his needs. We can't love our
neighbors if there is too much “me” living in me. Living in the grace of God
means dying to myself and letting Jesus live in me, and that's when God's love
is being fulfilled and practiced. If you have difficulty loving neighbors, you still
love yourself too much. This is the time to move towards grace and empty out
your needs from your heart. We all have to move towards grace.
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Reading Insight

God said Israel was stained with sin. He pointed out that there
is nothing but evil in Israel and the priests were just as guilty.
Thus, the people of Israel would not be able to avoid future
shame.

53 Of Jesus’ Love that Sought Me

Hosea 4:6-10 Hosea 4

6 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge; because
you have rejected knowledge, 1 reject you from being a
priest to me. And since you have forgotten the law of your
God, I also will forget your children.

7 The more they increased, the more they sinned against me;
I'will change their glory into shame.

8They feed on the sin of my people; they are greedy for their
iniquity.

2 And it shall be like people, like priest; I will punish them
for their ways and repay them for their deeds.

10 They shall eat, but not be satisfied; they shall play the
whore, but not multiply, because they have forsaken the
LORD to cherish

Engaging with Words

M A
YZ 402

StLIES Otz X|AI0] Gt I O
20| Fm2} LAsHLIR? (2-3E)
What happens when there is no
knowledge of God? (vv. 2-3)

020 Sets SCH oA &
L7 (12%)

What happens when you harbor
fornication in your heart? (v. 12)

God Moment

S 80l Tt =

95



96

rot
2
off
o
g
a

o
HN
=}
I:I_Hu

o

ML FO O
o2 r e
r=

ol
i
il

r

3|2} AAXIE 2[5t 7|
Prayer for Churches & Pastors

A= 99 48] Voicks From THE HiLL

WOIES ZASIML
Don't Fall for Abundance

Aol
HXQIX] =Ygt TLI} YOIFLILE ©
[, 2= 20| =H2{7t ELICE SHLYEHIM = O|AtA HYS 7H2E oLt
S Ot R|AI0| Gl01A0| TR0, "R SYut Aol =S H0} 7k370] At
S MO0l ZOIX| §A| EIACHT TFohHLICE SHLIES Ot XIA0] A2t
XA E[E SOLA EIRL, 27 SOILRE SR 219 HIME B0| 2
Al 2 Z0|X|Q. Lo, AS0| £2/9| HIME HO| E2|Xt HAMSS 2 S2(H|

ofLfeel ¥Eo = FREUSS UM, 50| BXRAX| 22|

XIgt, SiLEES S 428 WX 2

£2 0 o) SIELICE T2 28 3K UES WYSS OIS6H0; 3 KA
S0/ HAE C2i0] U= KBS S S B o e g
£ 7|23 20| BEALICL *150| L #49| S3HSS 2T 10138

S| A0 F= =0 MAFSS2 0S| StLHES Of= XIAI0] AltECZ
M =0 OHZ0 Z/of0] “1“0F' ASE BoFLC.
A2 ur20|| FIRISE FQU2) ES + U, 030 otiES Ok
KAS ZOH 2= Ef*EW" 1 HiTHo| AR &7 f %JOHI l= 2L,
= 7H7H?_|-I OFZ 0| 20| HOKK| 2 a5t QUEA] HHEALE 5H27}
EHAIR.

If we believe God created the universe with his words, there is no need
to argue whether the chicken came first or the egg. However, if creation is
denied, all things are under constant debate. God pointed out that when
the knowledge of God is lost, there will be constant cursing, deceit, mur-
der, theft and adultery. When the knowledge of God disappeared, sin in—
creased. When sins increased, sin offerings were offered more frequently.

When people brought more sin offerings, the priest gained wealth.
Priests were to guide people to live honorably, but they were rejoicing in
receiving more sin offerings because they could take the meat which was
left at the altar. Verse 8 records their attitudes, “They feed on the sins of
my people and relish their wickedness.” When the knowledge of God dis—
appeared from the hearts of the priests, their hearts accumulated more
sins.

A man cannot have two masters. If a man accepts the knowledge of
God, sins will be addressed. If a man rejects the knowledge of God, sins
will bring destruction. Please look at your heart to see what is being in—
creased and populated.
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Reading Insight

The wickedness of the kings and the priests didn’t stop. The
sins of the leaders were polluting the nation, and the southern
kingdom was no different.

49 Life Your Eyes and Look to Heaven

Hosea 5:1-7 Hosea 5

1 Hear this, O priests! Pay attention, O house of Israel! Give
ear, O house of the king! For the judgment is for you; for you
have been a snare at Mizpah and a net spread upon Tabor.

2 And the revolters have gone deep into slaughter, but I will
discipline all of them.

3] know Ephraim, and Israel is not hidden from me; for now,
O Ephraim, you have played the whore; Israel is defiled.
4 Their deeds do not permit them to return to their God. For

the spirit of whoredom is within them, and they know not the
LORD.

5 The pride of Israel testifies to his face; Israel and Ephraim
shall stumble in his guilt; Judah also shall stumble with
them.

6 With their flocks and herds they shall go to seek the LORD,
but they will not find him; he has withdrawn from them.

7 They have dealt faithlessly with the LORD; for they have
borne alien children. Now the new moon shall devour them
with their fields.

Engaging with Words

M A
YZ 402

O{S2E UX| 2O o Zut
£ 2 ZULIR? (4X)

What was the result of not
knowing God? (v.4)

01 Z|2f0| 50[AZt At HRCH
£ 2 HoiXA 3HLE2? (B)
What sins caused the fall of
both the Northern and Southern
kingdoms? (v.5)
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Becoming a Snare
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The priests administered the sacrifice, but the sacrificial animal was pre-
pared by the people offering the sacrifice. In other words, the sacrifice is a
one-on-one ceremony between God who receives the gift and the person
who brings the gift. The priest was a person who taught and assisted the
rituals so that the sacrifices can be performed. However, at some point,
priests took over the sacrifice. Having seen this, kings used their power
and placed the priests under their authority. \We are uncertain exactly when
this started but this was the beginning of removing God from the hearts of
people and the knowledge of God started to diminish in the nation of Israel
and Judah.

Jeroboam's idolatry wasn't referring only to worshiping other gods. In 1
Kings 12, God made it known why he divided the kingdom into two. It was
because high places were being built to worship God to prevent people
from going to Jerusalem.

God never goes against His law. Therefore, people can understand God’s
will and way. However, if people only seek their interests before God’s,
they will be trapped in idolatry. If one becomes ensnared, others can also
easily fall into it. See what can become a snare to me. | pray that you will
liberate yourself from the possibility of being trapped in idol worshiping.
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Reading Insight

God proclaims restoration through Hosea. God desires for peo—
ple to know God and to understand that this is the way to live.

43 Out of My Bondage, Sorrow and Night

Hosea 6:4-11 Hosea 6

4 What shall I do with you, O Ephraim? What shall I do with
you, O Judah? Your love is like a morning cloud, like the
dew that goes early away.

5 Therefore I have hewn them by the prophets; I have slain

them by the words of my mouth, and my judgment goes
forth as the light.

6 For [ desire steadfast love and not sacrifice, the knowledge
of God rather than burnt offerings.

7 But like Adam they transgressed the covenant; there they
dealt faithlessly with me.

8(@ilead isacity of evildoers, tracked with blood.

9 As robbers lie in wait for a man, so the priests band togeth-
er; they murder on the way to Shechem; they commit vil-
lainy.

10 In the house of Israel I have seen a horrible thing;
Ephraim’s whoredom is there; Israel is defiled.

11 For you also, O Judah, a harvest is appointed, when I re-
store the fortunes of my people.

Engaging with Words

M A
YZ 402

0|Aztlo] THH(EAZ)S T2
BALSH QILIQ? (4X)
What does Israel's confession
(faith) describe? (v. 4)

HAtS] 2jE 2U2 HAE 22X
2 BARSH QILIe? (9F)

What does the scripture de—
scribe about the meaningless
sacrifice? (v. 9
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Faith without Works
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The Israelites speak up. “Come, let us return to the Lord; (v. 1)”, “Let us
know; let us press on to know the Lord;” (v. 3). However, God does not ac—
cept the Israelites’ cry. It was because the Israelites” words and actions did
not match. It was because the confession of faith and the life of faith did
not coincide. God addresses the Israglites. “For | desire steadfast love and
not sacrifice, the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings” (v. 6). God
emphasizes that the Israelites had not yet offered a complete sacrifice.
Sacrifices are ceremonies offered by the people to God to repent of their
sins, seek forgiveness, and obtain God's mercy. Furthermore, God desired
‘realization of sin and abstinence from sin’ rather than ‘sin and repentance’.
He wanted the full meaning of the ancestral rite than the ceremony of the
ancestral rite. However, the people believed that if they offered formal sac—
rifices and gifts to God, they would automatically receive forgiveness of
their sins. It was serving God as if he were an idol.

God refers to Adam'’s failure to keep God’s covenant (v. 7). Adam'’s sin
was failing to keep the ‘Word of God'. This is a state of not wanting God (the
Word) in one’s heart (Rom 1:28), as well as a lack of awe (fear and trembling)
towards God. You cannot return to Jehovah and know Jehovah in this way,
according to God. How do you serve God? Do you have faith in God? Un—
derstand that the answers to these questions must entail action. Faith with—
out action is faith that idolizes God, faith that lacks reverence for God.
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Not Return to God
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Lord. Have Mercy on Us.
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Reading Insight

It depicts Israel’s political and social degeneration. Everyone,
from the king to the common people, sins without hesitation
and without even realizing it.

J3 Father, | Stretch My Hands to Thee

Hosea 7:8-16 Hosea 7

8 Ephraim mixes himself with the peoples; Ephraim is a
cake not turned.

9 Strangers devour his strength, and he knows it not; gray
hairs are sprinkled upon him, and he knows it not.

10 The pride of Israel testifies to his face; yet they do not re-
turn to the LORD their God, nor seek him, for all this.

11 Ephraim is like a dove, silly and without sense, calling to
Egypt, going to Assyria.

12 As they go, I will spread over them my net; I will bring
them down like birds of the heavens; I will discipline them
according to the report made to their congregation.

13 Woe to them, for they have strayed from me! Destruction
to them, for they have rebelled against me! I would redeem
them, but they speak lies against me.

14 They do not cry to me from the heart, but they wail up-
on their beds; for grain and wine they gash themselves; they
rebel against me.

15 Although I trained and strengthened their arms, yet they
devise evil against me.

16 They return, but not upward; they are like a treacherous
bow; their princes shall fall by the sword because of the in-
solence of their tongue. This shall be their derision in the
land of Egypt.

Engaging with Words

M A
YZ 402

OJAZIAR of LS HX| Roh=
2017122 (13-14%)

Why is Israel not being saved?
(wv. 13-14)

O[AZtQO| OfX[9h2 O{LA| E[Lt
2?(16%)

What will be the end of Israel?
(v. 16)
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Even when neighboring countries invaded Israel, as represented by
Ephraim, they did not seek God. God refers to them as ‘arrogant’. People
have a lifespan and a lifetime limit because “that they should seek God, and
perhaps feel their way toward him and find him” (Acts 17:27). but Israel did
not rely on neighboring countries to grope to seek God. That is why God
Himself said, “Ephraim is like a dove, silly and without sense, calling to
Egypt, going to to Assyria” (v. 11). This is “arrogant” in front of God. God
says “You have not called me (God) with a sincere heart, but you have cried
out in bed, gathered over grain and new wine, and rebelled against against
me” (v. 14), Israel must have wholeheartedly sought God. However, be-
cause God sees people’s hearts, what they desire is not God, but “resolv-
ing life’s problems.” As a result, despite crying and seeking God, he fell into
“self—pity, self-love” and felt pity for himself, earnestly for food and drink,
but not for God. This arrogance did not develop overnight. The ‘heart for
myself” gradually accumulated and grew daily. The mindset of ‘this much is
fine" gradually accumulated and grew. The ‘arrogance’ that has led to them
not seeking God. As a result, this excludes Israel from salvation. Find your
pride. Find the self-love and self-compassion that accumulates gradually in
your daily life and overcome it with God’s word. | pray that you will abandon
your arrogance and seek God’s salvation.



XN2d, Ol='=2t 2 N
Journaling with Jesus Ol AzisisLInR

Q59| ZHA} Thanks Note A 7| First Prayer
2 Reading & QT

} 22 One Word

EE=7 |5 One Prayer

*SLIE S| 0K, Y412 02 God's heart & your heart

* O ~Ht SWok= A4S $I5H For Walking with Jesus

* 23 O 0], H2| Taking it deeper, further

512 S0 U5S T 0 SHHs
0123} 421, ML, ZEIS AJZiol TOjER) ¢/
AHEX| 7IZBHIAIS.

Today’s Mission Cleared Sticker |

facebook @7/5 9502




24

2023 MAY

£991-Wed

oo =
o} 7}t

They Will Go Back
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Your Servant is Listening
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Reading Insight

[t represents the sounding of the trumpet for the coming of
judgment in Israel. Because Israel served Egypt and Assyria,
they became dependent on the world as a result of their sin of
forgetting God.

£ Gather Us in, Thou Love

Hosea 8:8-14 Hosea 8

8 [srael is swallowed up; already they are among the nations
asauseless vessel.

9For they have gone up to Assyria, a wild donkey wandering
alone; Ephraim has hired lovers.

10 Though they hire allies among the nations, I will soon
gather them up. And the king and princes shall soon writhe
because of the tribute.

11 Because Ephraim has multiplied altars for sinning, they
have become to him altars for sinning.

12 Were I to write for him my laws by the ten thousands, they
would be regarded as a strange thing.

13 As for my sacrificial offerings, they sacrifice meat and eat
it, but the LORD does not accept them. Now he will remem-
ber their iniquity and punish their sins; they shall return to
Egypt.

14 For Israel has forgotten his Maker and built palaces, and
Judah has multiplied fortified cities; so I will send a fire upon
his cities, and it shall devour her strongholds.

Engaging with Words

M A
YZ 402

HIEHO] M S X2 201717
(G5)

For what purpose was the altar
built? (v. 11)

MIUT Y30t 7405t HEE2
SUX[AH = H17te? (14%)
Why did the built royal palaces
and fortified cities collapse?

(. 14)

God Moment

S 80l Tt =

115



rot
H oo e

S Ol
=} _Hu

ol
i
il

r

o

ML FO O
o2 r e
r=

3|2} AAXIE 2[5t 7|
Prayer for Churches & Pastors

116

A= 99 48] Voicks From THE HiLL

w3kt US

Arrogant Faith II
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God’s judgment on Israel was described as “I will return to Egypt.” For
the Israelites, Egypt was a very symbolic city. As the covenant between
God and Abraham was fulfilled, the descendants of Jacob filled Egypt. In
fact, even within Egypt, the land of Goshen was distinct from the Egyp-
tians, and the Israelites’ initial status was not that of a servant. They were
not Egyptian slaves, and ‘Israel, who lived apart from the Egyptians in the
land of Goshen, later became Egyptian servants?’ This illustrates the out-
come of choosing a life of slavery. It is the result of pursuing both Egyptian
and global culture on their own. As a result, God led Israel to the Red Sea
and had them ‘baptized’ with water, which represents death. When Israel
ran out of food, water, or faced a formidable foe, they yearned for Egypt
and desired to return. They missed the days when they had to become
‘servants’ of Egypt in order to survive.

God gave lsrael ten thousand words and made them understand them,
but they thought God'’s words were strange (v. 12).

God did not make Israel “servants of Egypt (the world),” it was revealed.
They returned to Egypt because there was no ‘Word' in their hearts and
they relied on the world (the world). Consider where the beligvers’ course
and way of life are heading, whether it is Egypt or not.
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Reading Insight

[t describes the day of judgment. They run out of wine, have
nothing to drink, are taken captive to Assyria, and face a situa—
tion where they cannot have children.

J3 Sins of Years Are Wash'd Away

Hosea 9:10-17 Hosea 9

10 Like grapes in the wilderness, I found Israel. Like the first
fruit on the fig tree in its first season, I saw your fathers. But
they came to Baal-peor and consecrated themselves to the
thing of shame, and became detestable like the thing they
loved.

11 Ephraim’s glory shall fly away like a bird-- no birth, no
pregnancy, no conception!

12 Even if they bring up children, I will bereave them till
none is left. Woe to them when I depart from them!

13 Ephraim, as I have seen, was like a young palm planted in
ameadow; but Ephraim must lead his children out to slaugh-
ter.

14 Give them, O LORD-- what will you give? Give them a
miscarrying womb and dry breasts.

15 Every evil of theirs is in Gilgal; there I began to hate them.
Because of the wickedness of their deeds I will drive them
out of my house. I will love them no more; all their princes
arerebels.

16 Ephraim is stricken; their root is dried up; they shall bear
no fruit. Even though they give birth, I will put their beloved
children to death.

17 My God will reject them because they have not listened to
him; they shall be wanderers among the nations.

Engaging with Words

M A
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AZIAS SofA 2AS QoD
QILIQ? (14%)

What does Hosea ask of Israel
who cannot cut off their sins?

(v. 14)

1470 J1HHol| 71 7HESES 0]
S0l LI HAQ.

Meditate deeply on the ear-
nestness of the confession in

verse 14 and share it.
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God Abandons People
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“Zakhar” is a Hebrew word that means “to express (to discover), to re-
member, to refer to.” The object or situation of comparison is determined in
terms of meaning. By the way, God said in Ezekiel 18 that he would not do
“zaw—kar”. In other words, we will not compare, and judge Israel based on
a fixed target and situation. However, do not misinterpret God’s Word. God
stated that He would not set a standard for judgment based on time, but
He did not state that He would not remember sin itself. Because God is
immutable, the standard for judging sin remains constant.

Hosea reveals the “sin” of fornication. Fornication is a term used to de-
scribe a person who commits a sin in their relationship with God. Fornica—
tion is the breaking of the marital relationship’ and the breaking of the ‘two
becoming one’. God remembers these wounds. And Israel’s brokenness
continues, but Hosea clearly identifies the source as self-love (heart and
actions that love only me)’ (v. 4). Only speaking and thinking for oneself,
crying and laughing for oneself. By preventing their conception, God pun—
ishes and cuts off these sins (vv. 11-12, 16). He takes away his life in order
for him to no longer sin. This is a different kind of love. Have a day to stay
connected to God.
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Reading Insight

In the midst of prosperity, the Israelites built more idol altars.
God proclaimed the punishment upon the Israelites for their idol
worship. However, God also gave them opportunities to repent
and be restored.

9 Jesus Is Tenderly Calling Thee Home

Hosea 10:9-15 Hosea 10

2 From the days of Gibeah, you have sinned, O Israel; there
they have continued. Shall not the war against the unjust
overtake them in Gibeah?

10 When I please, I will discipline them, and nations shall be
gathered against them when they are bound up for their dou-
ble iniquity.

11 Ephraim was a trained calf that loved to thresh, and 1
spared her fair neck; but I will put Ephraim to the yoke; Ju-
dah must plow; Jacob must harrow for himself.

12 Sow for yourselves righteousness; reap steadfast love;
break up your fallow ground, for it is the time to seek the
LORD, that he may come and rain righteousness upon you.

13 You have plowed iniquity; you have reaped injustice; you
have eaten the fruit of lies. Because you have trusted in your
own way and in the multitude of your warriors,

14 therefore the tumult of war shall arise among your people,
and all your fortresses shall be destroyed, as Shalman de-
stroyed Beth-arbel on the day of battle; mothers were dashed
in pieces with their children.

15 Thus it shall be done to you, O Bethel, because of your
greatevil. At dawn the king of Israel shall be utterly cut off.

Engaging with Words
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OfHt S B TLIQ? (117)
What kind of punishment did
the lsraelites who were called
Ephraimites receive? (v. 11)

0| AZIAUO| OJX[ot 22 0|1,
1 ATt= 291017497 (13-14%)
How did the Israelites respond
and what were the conse-
quences? (vv. 13-14)
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Luke 16:13 says, “No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the
one and love the other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the
other. You cannot serve both God and money.” “Masters” in this verse
means someone you love. In the book of Hosea, God and the Israelites
were symbolized as a couple, a husband and a wife. Therefore in verse 2,
two hearts mean adultery and infidelity. In modern society, “love” is re-
garded as something personal and is not categorized as right or wrong. Yet
love in the face of a righteous God must be discerned and examined.
Therefore, you cannot love God and at the same time love the world. If you
love your wife, you cannot love the wife of your neighbor. This is the order
of God's creation. However, the Israglites built more idol worship altars as
they became more prosperous. The Israelites committed two great sins —
building the calf-idol of Beth Aven, the idol of the northern Israel, and sup—
porting a Samaritan King (someone to replace David whom God anointed).
These were consequences of not following the one and only God. God
warned them in verse 12, “Sow righteousness for yourselves, reap the fruit
of unfailing love.” This means that we should never carry two hearts but
seek God's unchanging love (heart) which never fails. In this world, the
more you get, the more you want because we always compare ourselves
to others who have more. But when you recover the power of God’s
steadfast love, you will experience absolute satisfaction and peace no mat-
ter what situations you are in. All believers should examine their hearts to
see what kind of mindsets and attitudes they have.
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Lord. Have Mercy on Us.
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Reading Insight

The lIsraelites forgot the epic historical miracle of the exodus.
Therefore, they lived life outside of God’s mercy. Still God never
gave up the Israelites. YHWH God promised that He will bring
the Israelites back home and He will dwell in their houses.

3 | Gave My Life for Thee

Hosea 11:5-11 Hosea 11

5 They shall not return to the land of Egypt, but Assyria shall
be their king, because they have refused to return to me.

6 The sword shall rage against their cities, consume the bars
of their gates, and devour them because of their own coun-
sels.

7 My people are bent on turning away from me, and though
they call out to the Most High, he shall not raise them up at
all.

8 How can I give you up, O Ephraim? How can I hand you
over, O Israel? How can I make you like Admah? How can
I treat you like Zeboiim? My heart recoils within me; my
compassion grows warm and tender.

9 I will not execute my burning anger; I will not again de-
stroy Ephraim; for [ am God and not a man, the Holy One in
your midst, and I will not come in wrath.

10 They shall go after the LORD; he will roar like a lion;
when he roars, his children shall come trembling from the
west;

11 they shall come trembling like birds from Egypt, and like
doves from the land of Assyria, and [ will return them to their
homes, declares the LORD.

Engaging with Words
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Why did God call Israel through
prophets? (v. 3)

S0[AtA HRCh= SHLEEM
O1ZH| WSIIALIR? (12F)
How did Northern Israel and
Southern Judah act before
God? (v. 12)
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In Hosea 11:1, God said, “When Israel was a child, | loved him, and out of
Egypt | called my son.”” God refers to Israel as his own young child and re-
members the past. This verse indicates that God's love and care for Israel
has been long and deep. Also this verse implies that the current status of
Israel is very different from the past Israel. It is recorded what God has
done to take back his beloved son. “But the more they were called, the
more they went away from me” (v. 2). “I led them with cords of human
kindness, with ties of love” (v. 4).

These verses echo what God promised David in 2 Samuel 7:14, “I will be
his father, and he will be my son. When he does wrong, | will punish him
with a rod wielded by men, with floggings inflicted by human hands.” God
declared that even if the descendants of the Israelites would be punished
with a human rod and life’s whip, the steadfast grace of God would not be
taken from them even though they leave God. According to His promise,
God executed His great love upon human beings.

God always uses people around us and teaches lessons through the ups
and downs of our life. This world tells us that we deserve love and respect
as much as how we treat the other person. On the other hand, the way of
God’s love has two sides — love your neighbor as yourself and the disciplin—
ing love from Proverbs 3:12, “The Lord disciplines those he loves, as a fa-
ther the son he delights in.”

God’s ways are definitely different from the world’s ways. | pray that all of
us recognize and confess this truth and follow God’s way to love and re-
store your relationships.
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“I thank my God every time [ remember you (Phil 1:3).”
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Reading Insight

The sin of northern Israel and the resulting punishment is ad-
dressed. It is required for the repentance of Israel.

43 Take Me, Oh, My Father, Take Me

Hosea 12:1-6 Hosea 12

1 Ephraim feeds on the wind and pursues the east wind all
day long; they multiply falsehood and violence; they make a
covenant with Assyria, and oil is carried to Egypt.

2The LORD has an indictment against Judah and will pun-
ish Jacob according to his ways; he will repay him according
to his deeds.

3 In the womb he took his brother by the heel, and in his
manhood he strove with God.

4 He strove with the angel and prevailed; he wept and sought
his favor. He met God at Bethel, and there God spoke with
us--

5 the LORD, the God of hosts, the LORD is his memorial
name:

6 “So you, by the help of your God, return, hold fast to love
and justice, and wait continually for your God.”

Engaging with Words
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What name do we need to re-
member? (v. 5)
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20017197 (38 1)

Why did Ephraim leave God?
(v.8)
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God Remembers Again
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Jacob was born by grabbing the heel of his brother, Esau. Esau sold the
first born blessing to Jacob for one bowl of lentil soup. Jacob deceived his
father, Isaac, took the blessing for the first born and fled to his uncle La—
ban'’s land. On the way there, Jacob encountered God and sought His mer-
cy. He asked God's presence be with him and made his promise that he
would serve God if God provided food, protection and clothes for Jacob
and eventually lead him to come back home (Gen 28:20). Later Jacob re-
turned home with great wealth and more family members. On his way, Ja—
cob wrestled with the angel of God and desperately sought the blessings
of God. Then Jacob finally received God’s abundant blessings (Gen 32).

In today’s text, God remembers Jacob (v. 3). God also mentions the loca~
tion of “Bethel” where Jacob desperately sought God’s protection and
blessings on his way to his uncle Laban and when he wrestled with the
angel on his way back home (vv. 3-4). The reason God remembers Jacob
was how he deceived God and others and left. At the same time. God was
still with Jacob all the way through and protected and provided for him.
From this story, God wants the Israelites to come back home just like Ja-
cob returned to his father Isaac’s house. Time has passed but the love of
God is always in the present tense. That same God wants us to remember
our childhood, the first love we felt with God and all our prayers from the
past. God desires us to restore holiness in our life and waits for us to re—
member how we have been blessed by God and eventually return home if
we have forgotten our history.
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The Sin of Ephraim
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Lord. Have Mercy on Us.
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Reading Insight

The Israelites worshiped idols and forgot God’s grace. There-
fore, they were punished by God.

53 Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me

Hosea 13:1-8 Hosea 13

1 When Ephraim spoke, there was trembling; he was exalted
in Israel, but he incurred guilt through Baal and died.

2 And now they sin more and more, and make for themselves
metal images, idols skillfully made of their silver, all of them
the work of craftsmen. It is said of them, “Those who offer
human sacrifice kiss calves!”

3 Therefore they shall be like the morning mist or like the
dew that goes early away, like the chaff that swirls from the
threshing floor or like smoke from a window.

4 But I am the LORD your God from the land of Egypt; you
know no God but me, and besides me there is no savior.

5 It was I who knew you in the wilderness, in the land of
drought;

6 but when they had grazed, they became full, they were
filled, and their heart was lifted up; therefore they forgot me.

7 So I am to them like a lion; like a leopard I will lurk beside
the way.

8 ] will fall upon them like a bear robbed of her cubs; I will
tear open their breast, and there I will devour them like a li-
on, as awild beast would rip them open.

Engaging with Words
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What was the sin of Ephraim?
.2

SILIHHME AAZE 202}
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What did God proclaim about
Himself? (v. 4)

God Moment
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There Is No Savior but Me
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TZ J|2¢LLCt. The 11th son of Jacob, Joseph, was sold to be a slave in Egypt because Joseph's
brothers hated him after telling them his dream. After arriving in Egypt, Joseph went
through very difficult times and ended up being thrown into prison (Gen 39). He,
however, had a great opportunity to interpret the complicated dream of Pharaoh and
eventually became the 2nd in command, the prime minister of Egypt. After the 7
consecutive years of prosperous harvest, Egypt and the surrounding area faced 7
consecutive years of poor and lean harvest. During this time, Joseph was able to
meet his brothers and his father, Jacob, who came to Egypt to buy some grain. Jo-
seph realized that all these things happening in his life were in God’s plans and God
never left him. Joseph’s second son’'s name was Ephraim and the meaning of his
name is “‘It is because God has made me fruitful in the land of my suffering” (Gen
41:52). When Joseph realized the purpose of his suffering and hatred from his broth-
ers was part of God's great scheme for the salvation of the Israelites, Joseph's life in
Egypt was redeemed and he praised God's presence for his prosperity and named his
second son "Ephraim.”

When the Israelites were taken out from Egypt by Moses, God gave words of
promise to them that if they were obedient to God’s commands, they would be pros—
perous in the land of Canaan. God warned the Israelites that they might forget God
when they “eat, are satisfied when they build fine houses and settle down, and when
their herds and flocks grow large and their silver and gold increase and all they have
multiplied, then their hearts will become proud and they will forget the Lord God who
brought them out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery” (Deut 8:12-14).

Israelites indeed experienced wonderful prosperity according to the meaning of the
name Ephraim and they became arrogant before God because their possessions
N multiplied consistent with the warning God gave (v. 6). The 700 hundred years from
the time of Joseph until the prophet Hosea is the evidence that human history is in
the great scheme of God's sovereignty. At the same time, God leads humans to real-
ize that sovereign God is the one true Redeemer. | pray that we obey the powerful
Word of our Redeemer today.

3|2} AAXIE 2[5t 7|
Prayer for Churches & Pastors
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Lord, Speak.

Your Servant is Listening
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Reading Insight

God declared the restoration of Israel through the prophecies of
Hosea to command the Israelites to repent. Hosea'’s prophecies
admonished the Israelites to return to God.

53 The Mercy of God Is an Ocean’ Divine

Hosea 14:1-9 Hosea 14

1 Return, O Israel, to the LORD your God, for you have
stumbled because of your iniquity.

2 Take with you words and return to the LORD; say to him,
“Take away all iniquity; accept what is good, and we will
pay with bulls the vows of our lips.

3 Assyria shall not save us; we will not ride on horses; and
we will say no more, ‘Our God,’ to the work of our hands. In
you the orphan finds mercy.”

41 will heal their apostasy; [ will love them freely, for my an-
ger has turned from them.

5T will be like the dew to Israel; he shall blossom like the
lily; he shall take root like the trees of Lebanon;

6 his shoots shall spread out; his beauty shall be like the ol-
ive, and his fragrance like Lebanon.

7 They shall return and dwell beneath my shadow; they shall
flourish like the grain; they shall blossom like the vine; their
fame shall be like the wine of Lebanon.

80 Ephraim, what have I to do with idols? It is I who answer
and look after you. I am like an evergreen cypress; from me
comes your fruit.

9 Whoever is wise, let him understand these things; whoever
is discerning, let him know them; for the ways of the LORD
are right, and the upright walk in them, but transgressors
stumble in them.

Engaging with Words
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What did the fruits of Israel’s
true repentance look like? (v. 3)

=9 HME 7 =2 0[S0i|A
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4-5%)

What were the blessings for the
people who offered the fruit of

their lips? (vv. 4-5)

God Moment
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Offer the Fruit of Your Lips!
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It is an ambiguous expression that only a person who repents their own sin is
saved since we do not know the exact timeline of “repentance.” In many cases, we
repent our sins at the moments when we were sinning and at the same time God
has withheld the consequences of our sins. If God foretells our future sins, the sins
are in the future tense and when we realize our sins, those sins are in the past
tense. It is not clear which one comes first chronologically. The books of Exodus
and Deuteronomy are full of the sacrificial offering in which people who sinned
came to ask forgiveness when they realized that they sinned. Therefore, the sacrifi-
cial offering for those who have sinned but have not received punishment for their
sins could be suggested and given opportunities to offer their true repentance to
God. Therefore, it can be concluded that “repentance” is the opportunity for a per-
son who sinned to come before God regardless of the timeline. Redemption is the
already opened door for all sinners to come before God and the opportunities for
people who truly repent their sins.

God commanded the Israglites who sinned to offer the fruit of their lips. The “fruit
of your lips” is a person’s confession of their sin and the changed (transformed) be~
haviors and life patterns that result. This is a picture of true repentance. This also
confirms the fact that the Israglites still had chances to repent, to be forgiven and to
clothe themselves with holiness. The life of believers is the picture of receiving the
already given opportunities and living out these kinds of blessings every day. We
are called to offer the fruit of our lips to embrace the opportunities of true repen-
tance to learn God's characteristics and to rely on God's mercy to complete the gift
of salvation which God has prepared for us. | pray that you fully and gratefully follow
the God-given opportunity of grace today.
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$ 1 for every day, we are planting the church of Jesus Christ!

AstZia|m 3| WEIHE 2 Nehemiah Project-Church Planting Movement
L3iojok$ 1 2F Mission Fund #IAIOIE https://go.missionfund.org/kumenehemiah

13 E A3 YTk We plant a church at a time
o) 8| Th We prepare for future
SPAA|A o] TTAIY T God is leading our way
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ostet $10, $ 20, $ 30, $ 50 per month 0GR $ 1 per day 08HEr $ 30 per month
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Your $ 1 offering will be used for church planting projects of Korean United Methodist Churches
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Your offering will support for future of The United Methodist Church.
o H0{3|= English speaking congregation

o CIQIZAIA Multi-ethnic ministry

t012|Z Korean speaking congregation
o XIM|CHS|Z Next generation ministry
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How can we participate into church planting projects for Nehemiah project?

o 71H0f|A £HH| ERILICE, Youmay give as afamily.
o XS} | of e ERILICE, You may share with your children,
o MEFIER SAZEHL|LCE. You would give with your credit card.
+ L5{iojof 2SS S5H, HI2tMI7 |2 QIS = UASLICE
This gift can be listed as a tax—deductible gift for your tax report.
Mission Fund 2Atol= hitps://go.missionfund.org/kumcnehemiah
O Z HILJA! &5 QEL|C} Check payable to Nehemiah Project
3|E MI$= Lalln|oF 2525 Nehemiah Project
P O Box 5553 Englewood NJ 07631 / Email contact : kumcdevotion@gmail.com
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Small

Group
Study

Daniel's Prayer [ -

Recognized as a Man of Prayer
ir

| Must Tell Jesus
Nearer, my God, to Thee
Yield Not To Temptation

[]:[j] Opening Discussion

How many times do you pray a day? Share some of the contents of your prayer.

[]:[j] Understanding today’s passage

According to scholars” chronological classifications, Daniel was taken captive to Babylon when he
was about 15 years old. When southern Judah is invaded and King Jehoiakim is taken to Babylon,
young Daniel and his friends are taken to Babylon with him. This reveals how the victorious Baby-
lonians are taking the children of the king of Southern Judah and their servants as pawns, making
Southern Judah a vassal state of Babylon. Imagine the feelings of Daniel and his friends. They wit-
nessed the horrors of war firsthand at an early age. Young Daniel and his friends must have been ter-
rified by the harsh conditions of being separated from their parents and taken to Babylon. Under mis—
erable circumstances, the first incident Daniel and his friends encountered was to reject the king's
orders. ‘But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and wine, and he asked the chief
official for permission not to defile himself this way” (Dan 1:8). Daniel’s situation is so distressing that
it even seems more reckless to have violated the king's orders at such an early age. Through this
event, even if it is written that God ‘gave knowledge and understanding of all kinds of literature and
learning” (Dan 1:17), in the end it may not be a “loss,” but he would not have rejected the royal court’s
laws in anticipation of this outcome. Clearly, Daniel had faith to kneel one—on-one before God and
ask for supplication at or before the time he made his decision.

As Daniel interprets King Nebuchadnezzar's dreams, Daniel’s friends are thrown into the furnace and
the events of King Belshazzar unfold, Daniel’s life is built more firmly in faith. Through this process,
Daniel is thrown into the lions’ den during the reign of King Darius. The chief ministers and dignitaries
of Babylon were jealous of Daniel and sought permission from King Darius to frame him to ‘enforce
the decree that anyone who prays to any god or man during the next thirty days, except the king,
shall be thrown into the lions’ den” (Dan 6:7).

In the NIV Bible, “ask” is translated as “pray” and in the ESV Bible it is translated as “petition” to God,



The First Week Small Group Meeting Today'’s Passage Leviticus Daniel 6:1-15

indicating that the prime ministers and dignitaries attacked Daniel's prayer. In other words, among
the Gentiles, Daniel was recognized as a man of prayer to God. Moreover, Daniel’'s prayerwas a ‘prayer
of thanksgiving.” Here we must ask. What kind of prayer of thanksgiving was Daniel saying three
times a day? Even before interpreting King Nebuchadnezzar's dreams, what prayer of thanksgiving
did Daniel offer when he made up his mind? Was he grateful to survive the war or to be taken hostage
but to be prime minister? \What was God'’s will that caused Daniel to have many visions of the future?
Daniel's prayer of thanksgiving would not have been a prayer of thanksgiving to the present, looking
only to the past. Daniel's prayer must have been a prayer of thanksgiving for the future, including the
past and present. Thus, Daniel, the man of prayer, prayed, knowing that he would be thrown into the
lions” den. He would have said a prayer of thanksgiving for God's guidance and thanksgiving for God's
protection. Instead of saying, “Thank you for nothing,” Daniel was praying, “Thank you for making me
believe that you will be with me in anything.” That's why God even gave him the future. | earnestly
hope that Daniel’s prayer of thanksgiving to God will be a prayer of thanksgiving for all believers.

[]:]j] Into the Word

* How long was Daniel’s test? (v. 7)

* How is Daniel praying? (v. 10)

[]:]j] Into our life

+\What prayer did you say to God today? If you said a prayer of thanksgiving, was it in the past,
present, or future tense?

+ What would you do if you were given a situation (like Daniel’s) in which you could not be penalized if
you did not pray to God for only 30 days out of 365 days? (What if you have to hide your faith to avoid
punishment?)

([T]] Memory Verse | Daniel 6:10

“Daniel learned that the decree had been published, he went home to his upstairs room where the
windows opened toward Jerusalem. Three times a day he got down on his knees and prayed, giving
thanks to his god, just as he had done before.”

[]:D] Sharing with your children

Did you do anything different from what you thought you should do so as not to be scolded? Describe
how youfelt.
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Small
Group
Study

Daniel's Prayer 11 -

A Prayer of True Repentance
ir

Sweet Hour of Prayer
Open My Eyes, that | May See
The Trusting Heart to Jesus Clings

[Dj] Opening Discussion

When you pray, what words are repeated in your prayer? What prayer habits do you have?

[]:D] Understanding today’s passage

Daniel learned from the scriptures, according to the Word of the Lord given to Jeremiah the prophet,
that the Babylonian captivity would end soon and he began to pray about it. His prayer was a prayer
of waiting. It was for the coming salvation and future restoration. Daniel’s prayer was structured
through format and content. First, Daniel prepared the format of how he would enter the prayer by
fasting and putting on sackcloth and ashes to enter into the prayer of petition (v. 3). Celebrating the
end of captivity seemed appropriate but instead, he composes himself with the attitude of repen-
tance. As he awaits restoration, he readies himself with holy consecration.

Second, Daniel confesses all of his sins without withholding anything. He acknowledges the reason
for the captivity. ‘[W]e have turned away from your commands and laws. We have not listened to
your servants, the prophets, who spoke in your name to our kings, our princes and our fathers, and to
all the people of the land” (vv. 5-6).

Third, he was also acknowledging God's attributes in his prayer. “O Lord, great and awesome God
who is faithful to his covenant with those who love him and keep his commandments” (v. 4). You are
righteous, O Lord, but we are humiliated this day (v. 7). O Lord our God, who brought your people out
of the land of Egypt with great power and made a name for yourself that is remembered to this day—
we have sinned and behaved wickedly (v. 15). Knowing the persona of the one who receives the
prayer is vital to guard against arrogance (exalting oneself or indulging in self-conceit and self-pity).
Lastly, Daniel shows how we should reclaim God's covenant. Listen attentively, my God, and hear!
Open your eyes and look at our desolate ruins and the city called by your name. For it is not because
of our own righteous deeds that we are praying to you, but because your compassion isabundant (v.
18).

Daniel followed the pattern of King Solomon when the king offered the prayer of dedication as he



The Second Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage Leviticus Daniel 9:1-19

finished the temple construction (1 Kgs 8). His intent in using the expression “a city named by the
name of the Lord” and “the temple and the curtains” was to make a petition to reinstate God’s cov-
enant and ask God to make it valid for His people. Also, he humbly acknowledged before God that it
is not human righteousness that will save, but that the righteous will be saved through God's mercy.
This is a product of a humble person who was trained and disciplined with thanksgiving and fear of
the Lord. We need to be reminded that these are the prayers that will move God's heart. It will move
God’s heart to answer our prayers and God will receive it with delight (v. 23). | pray that we can learn
from a well-formatted and good content prayer of the prophet Daniel. We also can be disciplined in
our prayers so that our prayers will be answered according to God’s perfect plan.

[]:D] Into the Word

*What was the cause of sin, crime, disobedience, evil acts and rebellion which were confessed in
Daniel’s prayer? (vwv. 6, 10-11)

* What does Daniel mean by paying the price (being punished) for sin? (vv. 7, 8, 16)

[]:D] Into our life

* God delivers his Words through God'’s servant prophets. (vv. 6, 10) Then who are the servant
prophets giving God's words?

+ Do you believe that there are true servants of God? How can we verify whatis God's Word or not? (v.
7,1)

[]:D] Memory Verse | Daniel 9:18

O my God, incline your ear and hear. Open your eyes and see our desolations, and the city that is
called by your name. For we do not present our pleas before you because of our righteousness, but
because of your great mercy.

[]:D] Sharing with your children

How do you pray? What worries you the most when you pray to God?
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Study

Israel Turned Away From Jehovah

and Became a Nation of Adultery
ir

Come to the Saviour, Make No Delay
O, Come Home
Softly and Tenderly Jesus is Calling

[Dj] Opening Discussion

Read Hosea 1:2 and share your honest thoughts.

[Dj] Understanding today’s passage

Some of the incidents in the Bible are so extreme to the point of being disturbing. The first example
is from Exodus 32. After Moses’ delayed return from Mt. Sinai as he met with God, the people and
Aaron made a golden calf —calling it a god that brought them out of Egypt —and offered burnt offer-
ings and fellowship offerings before it. They ate, drank and celebrated. The result of this worship
caused the death of 3000 people and the dead were recorded as brothers, friends and neighbors. At
the end of this incident, Moses said, “You have been consecrated today for the Lord, for each of you
was against his son or his brother, so he has given a blessing to you today” (Exod 32:29). According
to Moses, this was the time the Levites were setting themselves apart and gave themselves to the
Lord.

By the way, this may have been a moment filled with conflict as the emotions of sorrow and pain
were experienced when they had to kill their sons and siblings who had committed idolatry. Killing
family and friends could have been the most tragic event for them. They must have thought, “Why
them? Why do we have to kill them?”

The second example comes from Joshua 2. When the city of Jericho was destroyed, God com-
manded them to bring valuable objects to God's treasury of the Lord’s house, and people were not
to keep them. But Achan stole the goods. Because of his action, Achan and his family had to be pun—
ished. Like the first incident, Joshua and the Israelites took part in the killing of a man and his family.
Most likely, the siblings of Achan and his neighbors may have thought, “Why them? What about
me?”

Second, in Joshua 10, Joshua and his army destroy numerous nations. They had to annihilate those
nations, and while doing it, they may have thought, ‘I want to stop killing.” As they were witnessing
the death of many people, they may have wondered, “Why do | have to kill?” Lastly, this is the story
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of Hosea from Hosea 1. When he heard from God, “Go take yourself an adulterous wife and children
of unfaithfulness.” Hosea may have questioned, “Why me?”

All of the above incidents were carried out under God'’s judgment, and we may accept this without
much thought. However, the pain of the people who were engaged in the battles can't be over—
looked. After much contemplation and reflection, | gleaned something. | believe it was a hard de-
cision for God to take peoples’ lives. God had no delight in this. He is the one who gave life and took
away lives and God's pain and agony can't be fathomed.

Hoses took Gomer, the prostitute, as his wife and had three children: Jezreel, Loruhama, and Loam-
mi. God took in Israel and the children of all nations. God'’s heart may have been more afflicted than
Hosea's. In our daily life, sometimes we question, “Why me” and we hear God saying, “Why not
you?” God endures all things, and | pray that we will be able to have the heart of our heavenly Father.

[]:D] Into the Word

* Whatare the names of Hosea's children, and what do they mean? (vv. 4-9)

* How does God want to save Israel? (v. 7)

[]:D] Into our life

« What was the final purpose and lesson that God was trying to achieve through Hosea? (v. 10)

* What is the overall meaning of “becoming a child of God?” What does the expression “child of God”
mean to you?

(7] Memory Verse | Hosea 1:10

Yet the number of the children of Israel shall be like the sand of the sea, which cannot be measured
or numbered. And in the place where it was said to them, “You are not my people,” it shall be said to
them, “Children of the living God.”

[]:D] Sharing with your children

How do you think parents feel when their child doesn't comply?
At the same time, share how children feel when their parents disagree with them.
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Study

[srael, Come Back to YHWH

53

God's Great Grace It Has Brought Us
The Love of God is Greater Far
Amazing Grace! How Sweet the Sound!

[]:D] Opening Discussion

Share how you felt when you lost your precious and beloved treasure(s).

[]:D] Understanding today’s passage

Who would be sad and disappointed most if the kingdom of God is getting destroyed? You are right.
The King of that kingdom would be sad and heartbroken most if the kingdom is getting destroyed. It
is absolutely impossible to think that a king wants his own kingdom to be destroyed since the king is
the very representative of the whole authority and a great number of people revere the king. Like-
wise, it would be God who would be sad and heartbroken most for the destruction of Israel. In Hosea
11, God described Israel as a young child and informed that God's love and care for Israel has been
longand deep. InHosea 12, God mentioned that He remembers the life journey of Jacob until Jacob
confessed that YHWH was his God. Therefore, God confirmed that He has been faithful to keep
the covenant which God made with Abraham. In other words, there is no reason why God would be
pleased or want the destruction of Israel. However, God continually proclaimed judgment over Israel
and spoke through various prophets that Israel would be destroyed. There is an underlying basis why
God would want to solve some fundamental problems of Israel through the judgments. Itis idol wor-
ship. God wanted to punish the Israelites to cut off from their every words and deeds related to idol
worship which is stated in Hosea 14:3 “Say ‘Our gods’ to what our own hands have made.” In other
words, God did not pour down judgment to destroy the Israelites, but God wanted to heal the land of
Israel who worshiped, bowed down and relied on what they made with their hands. So God allowed
them to fall into the hands of their neighboring countries temporarily. Despite the deep consideration
and faithfulness of God, the Israelites repeated their mistakes. The judgments of God continued
through generations since the Israelites never gave up the sinful ways of relying on what they made
with their hands. This became their sinful habits. God revealed His steadfast love which desired to
repair the sinful nature and habits of Israel through the dramatic marriage between the prophet Ho-
seaand the prostitute Gomer. And even in the midst of the infidelity and broken relationship between
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Gomel and the prophet Hosea, God commanded them to keep their marriage. This is a revelation and
commandment that eventually the long term and fundamental sinfulness of idolatry in the Israelites
would be healed by God's faithfulness and steadfast love.

\Who would keep their marriage and family in modern society if they were in Hosea'’s situation? It
would be almost impossible. No one would blame nor judge modern day Hosea if he breaks up his
marriage and family. God wants to instruct us that getting divorced due to the issue of relying on what
we made with our own hands will not solve any problem. Only the steadfast love of God which will
never give up on anyone in any case will heal the idol worship issues in any relationship. Let us learn
that every issue in family relationships starts with idol worship — relying on what we made with our
own hands. Only the way of God which heals these problems with His own steadfast love will solve
our family problems. | pray that your family relationships be restored by God's steadfast love.

[]:D] Into the Word

* \What dowe need to bring and what kind of mindset do we need to have when we approach God? (vv. 2-3)

« What does it mean to be healed by God? (vv. 3-4)

[]:D] Into our life

« Imagine what will happenin your life when God's work of restoration starts. Then share with the group. (vv.
5-8)

* Imagine the cases when the restoration of God's works began but was rejected or not completed in
some people’s lives. Then share with the group. (v. 9)

[]:D] Memory Verse | Hosea 14:3

Assyria shall not save us; we will not ride on horses; and we will say no more, ‘Our God,’ to the work
of ourhands. In you the orphan finds mercy.

[]:D] Sharing with your children

Read verse 3 and share when in our lives we could be “saying ‘Our God’ to what our own hands have
made.”
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OF THE MONTH

ZALDIVAR,
RULL JADE
LUCAS

Country
Ireland

Advance
#3022681

Serving At
Surf Project

Home Country
Philippines

Contact info
rzaldivar@
umcmission.
org

Ruel Jade Lucas Zaldivaris an international
Global Mission Fellow with the United Meth-
odist General Board of Global Ministries, en-
gaged in a two-year term of service.

The Global Mission Fellows program takes
young adults ages 20-30 out of their home en-
vironments and places them in new contexts
for mission experience and service. The pro-
gram has a strong emphasis on faith and jus-
tice. Global Mission Fellows become active
parts of their new local communities. They
connect the church in mission across cultural
and geographical boundaries. They grow in
personal and social holiness and become
strong young leaders working to build just
communities in a peaceful world.

Ruel is a member of First Nowell United
Methodist Church, M'Lang, North Cotabato,
Philippines, in the Philippines Central Confer-
ence. Ruel holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in
early childhood/Christian education from
Southern Philippines Methodist College,
Kidapawan City.

Ruel has fond childhood memories of ac-
companying their grandmother to Sunday
worship. As a teen, Ruel was the president of
the church youth group. ‘T encouraged healthy
spiritual growth by serving with the youth,
leading devotions and activities,” Ruel said.

Entering college, Ruel considered two voca-

i |



tional paths: computer engineering and early childhood/Christian education.
After a year, Ruel decided to pursue early childhood/Christian education. Ruel
was confident it was the right choice. “One of the promises of God is that if we
offer and surrender everything to him, nothing is impossible,” Ruel said.

After college, Ruel became a home missioner of The United Methodist
Church, serving in church ministry and teaching preschool for four years. “God
sent me far beyond my conference,” Ruel added, ‘like Jonah in the Bible. God
sent Jonah to Nineveh for mission.”

A favorite hobby for Ruel is art. “Art can attract people,” Ruel explained. As a
Global Mission Fellow, Ruel hopes to apply this skill, especially working with

children. “Through art,” Ruel said, “children can explain who they are.” (¢
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