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Difficulties provide
a platform on
which the Lord can
display His power.
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Dear Lord 5=,

From October 2022, 10€o]l=
Time A]ZF

Place &4 ojlA

sitting before you =9 oj| Qto}
eating your Word =4 9] ¥&-& Ql11
praying to you, = 7| o=

will have a fellowship with you.

Zq3 w45 At

Name O]&

Could you not watch with me one hour?
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Lord. Have Mercy on Us.

259 ¥ ¢, 0t ZH|
Doing & Being for Today

20

=d

M7= JiLet g A 2 BX(OM 247 et A Hel 1
g HUYLCE O|AZIAS| UAS SlYohs 1 Bu(1:1-4:43),
S ZYStE 27 B (4:44-26:19), DI2HE et 3XF du
(27:1-30:20) &, 12t A | AIRQI 222 401 ZOIAIE At
SHCZ s, YSUZ &Fot= XA Althet S2ts =8
St0] RIEA] J3F|=|= oiLigol 2400 ol 255t AEUCE

5 M2008(S235%) 21 2B%t 1 25

24. A1%47| 1:1-10 =497 13

10]= A7} 8t A% 4 gh2-1H o] ofzhu} sgof & v}
23} =)} ebet) 5EA| 3 T ARG AFo]oflA] o] Akl
ol Al A3t Eolye}

257 Atof|A] AL AHE 2L 7He| 2 vhd|op7R] & o &
Zo| izt

sulEA o IetR & 1 e AR doll A7} o] At
Ap=of| 7] o] S A A TE-S HJ5te] A |0 A F41 HH
S gsoy

471 W= A7} S| Aol A sl ofiE] P Al ZS A
0|11 of| =Fojof| 4] ofATHEO| A5l HRAL G &
SHAEUS

STA7E Q5 A% et ol A o] S-S Aahr] A%}
stgleE Ao

6-9-2] Shid o3 oA SF Atof|A] S-2]ofA| st
o] o] 2A]7|& 187} o] Atof| A3 2] Y

7S S PFIoto] o] £40) AX = 7t T
B 3L3L0 & 7har ofeetel Abx| o) 3 2| o v| 7 o) S 3}
7Rt £ 40 ot eflui=yt-2 7 -frEetd 7] 7kt
8|7} 1438]9] 24} opHetgta} o] Afx} of ol A] tAf s}
o] 153} J59] T&of|A et g gl 13| gof 9l
Oy Eoj7bA] 1 G- AR ZA Y}

97 Wjof] W7} 1 8lof A T5to] o] 2718 Y= 2 13
[SIEARs s Lmn

1043]9] shipd o5 ebAA] U8l Al sh4lom
Z Y7t Q5d 59 ¥ gol wAYe}



Reading Insight

Deuteronomy is a collection of Moses' three farewell sermons given
while in the plains of Moab just before the Israelites entered Canaan.
The first sermon reflects on the past (1:1-4:43); the second sermon
interprets the present (4:44-26:19); and the third sermon looks towards
the future (27:1-30:20). Today’s scripture is the beginning of the first
sermon, reflecting on events of the past 40 years of life in the wilder-
ness. Moses reaffirmed God's promise that God's words will be done,
transcending time and space, for those who obey the Word of God.

J3 Hymn200 Sing Them Over Again to Me

Medtation * Deuteronomy 1:1-10 Reading Pan - Deiteronomy 1

1 These are the words that Moses spoke to all Israel beyond
the Jordan in the wilderness, in the Arabah opposite Suph,
between Paran and Tophel, Laban, Hazeroth, and Dizahab.

21tis eleven days’journey from Horeb by the way of Mount
Seir to Kadesh-barnea.

3 In the fortieth year, on the first day of the eleventh month,
Moses spoke to the people of Israel according to all that the
LORD had given him in commandment to them,

4 after he had defeated Sihon the king of the Amorites, who
lived in Heshbon, and Og the king of Bashan, who lived in
Ashtaroth and in Edrei.

5 Beyond the Jordan, in the land of Moab, Moses undertook
to explain this law, saying,

6“The LORD our God said to us in Horeb, ‘You have stayed
long enough at this mountain.

7 Turn and take your journey, and go to the hill country of the
Amorites and to all their neighbors in the Arabah, in the hill
country and in the lowland and in the Negeb and by the sea-
coast, the land of the Canaanites, and Lebanon, as far as the
greatriver, the river Euphrates.

8 See, | have set the land before you. Go in and take pos-
session of the land that the LORD swore to your fathers, to
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give to them and to their
offspring after them.’

9 “At that time I said to you, ‘I am not able to bear you by
myself.

10The LORD your God has multiplied you, and behold, you
are today as numerous as the stars of heaven.
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M3=l= AL7e? (18%)
What did the promise of God
achieve for us that transcends
all circumstances and situa—
tions? (1:18)

OtLHEC| 550] OH L ofX|of 442t
2 YMRL Aottt Aot Xt
5t 230 UBLIP (42-44%)
Have you experienced failure
and despair because you
placed your own desire and
thoughts ahead of the will of
God? (1:42-44)
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At Kadesh Barnea, Moses was hoping for successful fulfilment of
the promise of the possession of Canaan. The first Exodus generation
of Israelites was familiar with and used to the myriad of regulations
and laws of Mt. Sinai and was also ultimately responsible for life in the
wilderness because of their disobedience and rebellion. Upon the
passing of the first generation, the new generation would be the pro-
tagonist of the campaign to enter Canaan. In order for the second Ex—
odus generation of Israelites to avoid the same mistakes of the previ—
ous generation, Moses reminded them of the laws of God and the
history of the dire failure resulting from their disobedience and re—-
sentment of God.

The promise of God is a covenant that never changes, transcends
space and time, and is always fulfilled at the time and by the method
God absolutely decides. The promise of God is fulfilled only according
to God’s best way at a time that is best according to God’s judgment,
not by my way nor at a time of my choice. During the process of
God’s promise being fulfilled, what we need to do is “to wait as we
pray” while we trust whatever God says and obey. We “pray” as we
trust God’s promise, and once we pray, we must “anticipate” that
God'’s promise will be fulfilled. To “those who wait” for God’s time to
fulfill our anticipation, God will certainly fulfill the promise of our
blessing.
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Reading Insight

As God commands the Israelites to take possession of Canaan,
God’s promise at Mt. Sinai to give them the blessed land would
be fulfilled at Canaan 40 years after they fled Egypt. God espe—
cially remembered his promise to Esau and Lot and acknowl-
edged the land being occupied by their descendants Edomites
and Moabites. This demonstrates that God’s promise would
certainly be fulfilled, transcending time and space for all people.

/3 Hymnb546 Encamped Along the Hills of Light

Medtation * Deuteronomy 2:1-9, 17-19 Reading Pan - Deiteronomy 2

1“Then we turned and journeyed into the wilderness in the di-
rection of the Red Sea, as the LORD told me. And for many
days we traveled around Mount Seir.

2Then the LORD said to me,

3 “You have been traveling around this mountain country long
enough. Turn northward

4 and command the people, “You are about to pass through the
territory of your brothers, the people of Esau, who live in Seir;
and they will be afraid of you. So be very careful.

5 Do not contend with them, for I will not give you any of their
land, no, not so much as for the sole of the foot to tread on, be-
cause [ have given Mount Seir to Esau as a possession.

6 You shall purchase food from them for money, that you may
eat, and you shall also buy water of them for money, that you
may drink.

7 For the LORD your God has blessed you in all the work of
your hands. He knows your going through this great wilder-
ness. These forty years the LORD your God has been with you.
You have lacked nothing.”

8 So we went on, away from our brothers, the people of Esau,
who live in Seir, away from the Arabah road from Elath and
Ezion-geber. “And we turned and went in the direction of the
wilderness of Moab.

9 And the LORD said to me, ‘Do not harass Moab or contend
with them in battle, for I will not give you any of their land for
a possession, because [ have given Ar to the people of Lot for a
possession.’

17 the LORD said to me,

18 “Today you are to cross the border of Moab at Ar.

19 And when you approach the territory of the people of Am-
mon, do not harass them or contend with them, for I will not

give you any of the land of the people of Ammon as a posses-
sion, because I have given it to the sons of Lot for a possession.’
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Have you persevered with faith
and waited a long time for your
prayer to be answered?
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If God is the God of Israel as
well as of people of all nations,
then why did Sihon the Amorite,
King of Heshbon perish from
the judgment of God? (v. 30)
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God Recompenses According to Deed
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Since the incident at Kadesh Barnea, it took the Israelites 38 long
years to reattempt taking possession of Canaan. This delay was entirely
due to the deeds of Israelites who disobeyed God. If the Israelites
trusted the will of God and obeyed His words completely, they could
have conquered Canaan in 2 years. But upon discovering how well their
castles were fortified and how tall and big the Canaanite people were,
the Israelites resented God by complaining, “We cannot win. We wil
be totally destroyed by them. We would be better off dying here than
being slaughtered by them while fighting miserably.” God allowed them
to say those things and recompensed them according to their deeds.
But 38 years later, the new generation of Israel trusted God, was willing
to do anything with God, and their faith paid off.

Sihon the Amorite, King of Heshbon fought against Israel who was
marching to Canaan as ordered by God. King Sihon fought against
God to block the will of God, and the king was destroyed by Israel. To
fight against the people of God is to fight against God which invites
their own destruction. God recompends according to deed. Whether
Israelites or gentiles, status or position is immaterial. God looks at
only the deeds of people and recompenses and rewards people ac—
cording to deeds. Am | to be recompensed with blessing because of
my firm belief in the promise of God or to be recompensed with
curses and judgment?
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Faith without Seeing

( 0{=7|E Opening Prayer )
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Lord. Have Mercy on Us.
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Reading Insight

Prior to entering Canaan, God had given the Israelites affirma—
tion of victory over the land of Canaan through the conquering
and occupying of key territories east of the Jordan river by the
tribes of Reuben, Gad, and Manasseh. Of the Israelites who
witnessed the power that God is with them, God demanded an
absolute faith in God who was fighting for Israel even though He
may not be seen.

/3 Hymn347 We Are Bound for Canaan Land

Meditation * Deuteronomy 3:12-22 Reading Pan - Deiteronomy 3

12“When we took possession of this land at that time, I gave to
the Reubenites and the Gadites the territory beginning at Aroer,
which is on the edge of the Valley of the Arnon, and half the hill
country of Gilead with its cities.

13 The rest of Gilead, and all Bashan, the kingdom of Og, that
is, all the region of Argob, I gave to the half-tribe of Manasseh.
(All that portion of Bashan is called the land of Rephaim.

14 Jair the Manassite took all the region of Argob, that is,
Bashan, as far as the border of the Geshurites and the Maa-
cathites, and called the villages after his own name, Hav-
voth-jair, as itis to this day.)

15To Machir I gave Gilead,

16 and to the Reubenites and the Gadites I gave the territory
from Gilead as far as the Valley of the Arnon, with the middle of
the valley as a border, as far over as the river Jabbok, the border
ofthe Ammonites;

17 the Arabah also, with the Jordan as the border, from Chin-
nereth as far as the Sea of the Arabah, the Salt Sea, under the
slopes of Pisgah on the east.

18 “And I commanded you at that time, saying, ‘The LORD
your God has given you this land to possess. All your men of
valor shall cross over armed before your brothers, the people of
Israel.

19 Only your wives, your little ones, and your livestock (I know
that you have much livestock) shall remain in the cities that I
have given you,

20 yntil the LORD gives rest to your brothers, as to you, and
they also occupy the land that the LORD your God gives them
beyond the Jordan. Then each of you may return to his posses-
sion which T have given you.’

21 And I commanded Joshua at that time, “Your eyes have seen
all that the LORD your God has done to these two kings. So will
the LORD do to all the kingdoms into which you are crossing.
22 You shall not fear them, for it is the LORD your God who
fights foryou.’
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How could Israel fight without
fear during the conquering
process of Canaan? (vv. 21-22)
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Why can Christians in this
world of uncertainty of zero
visibility always live with
thanksgiving and joy?
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A long time ago, | had a disagreement with another driver in a
shopping mall parking lot. The other man was a black driver who did
not appear to have a large physique, and we were arguing through
rolled down front seat windows. The other car’'s windows were heav-
ily tinted so | could not see inside very well. Then suddenly the two
rear doors opened and two large bulky black men emerged. Then a
fear went through my brain, “I| made a wrong move. | may die today.”
If a clergy is killed during an argument in a parking lot, not in the mis—
sion field, it cannot be faked as martyrdom, what a scandal that would
be — those were my thoughts that followed. But as a proud Korean, |
could not back down. So | engaged with the three black men. | was
worried but pretended not to be, | was scared but pretended not to
be, and | could feel a cold sweat of fear on my back. Fortunately, the
incident wrapped up with amicable and mutual apologies, but | sighed
with relief only when the other man’s car disappeared completely out
of my sight.

When | looked at the driver, | had no reason to fear but the minute |
saw two additional men in the back seats, | cannot deny that my legs
were losing strength out of fear. Who is standing behind us is so im—
portant to the average person. It is not that | worry because God is
the only connection | have. We do not need any other connection if
we have the connection with God. | am weak and powerless but the
one behind me is the Creator of the universe, our LORD.
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Whatever God Says

( 0{=7|E Opening Prayer )

ZH LEBIAN.
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Lord, Speak.

Your Servant is Listening
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Reading Insight

At the end of the first of Moses’ sermons, he admonished com-
plete obedience to the laws of God. Moses began his second
series of sermons in Chapter 4 expounding that the Word of
God alone is the basis of our life journey and the law of life and
is the absolute standard to be kept by all Christians.

J3 Hymn524 Come to the Savior, Make No Delay

Meditatin - Deuteronomy 4:1-13 ReadingPlan - Deuteronomy 4

1“And now, O Israel, listen to the statutes and the rules that I am
teaching you, and do them, that you may live, and go in and take
possession of the land that the LORD, the God of your fathers, is
giving you.

2You shall not add to the word that I command you, nor take from
it, that you may keep the commandments of the LORD your God
that I command you.

3 Your eyes have seen what the LORD did at Baal-peor, for the
LORD your God destroyed from among you all the men who fol-
lowed the Baal of Peor.

4Butyou who held fast to the LORD your God are all alive today.

5 See, I have taught you statutes and rules, as the LORD my God
commanded me, that you should do them in the land that you are
entering to take possession of it.

6 Keep them and do them, for that will be your wisdom and your
understanding in the sight of the peoples, who, when they hear all
these statutes, will say, ‘Surely this great nation is a wise and under-
standing people.’

7 For what great nation is there that has a god so near to it as the
LORD our God is to us, whenever we call upon him?

8 And what great nation is there, that has statutes and rules so righ-
teous as all this law that I set before you today?

9 “Only take care, and keep your soul diligently, lest you forget
the things that your eyes have seen, and lest they depart from your
heart all the days of your life. Make them known to your children
and your children’s children--

10 how on the day that you stood before the LORD your God at
Horeb, the LORD said to me, ‘Gather the people to me, that [ may
let them hear my words, so that they may learn to fear me all the
days that they live on the earth, and that they may teach their chil-
drenso.’

11 And you came near and stood at the foot of the mountain, while
the mountain burned with fire to the heart of heaven, wrapped in
darkness, cloud, and gloom.

12 Then the LORD spoke to you out of the midst of the fire. You
heard the sound of words, but saw no form; there was only a voice.
13 And he declared to you his covenant, which he commanded you
to perform, that is, the Ten Commandments,and he wrote them on
two tablets of stone.
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Within the Word of God, what
can we obey and what can we
not obey?
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What is the basis of obedience
presented by God? (v. 2)
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During military service active duty, the most difficult thing is that an
order must be unconditionally obeyed no matter how unreasonable or
senseless it may be. One example of the ineffectiveness of the military
is when it snows in winter. It is common sense to start shoveling snow
when enough snow has accumulated but the military rule is to start
shoveling as soon as snow starts. \When snow is swept away by snow
removal, new snow will start piling up immediately, and this process of
removal and accumulation would be repeated almost endlessly. This is
snow removal military style. It is an organization worthy of being la—
beled as unreasonable, ineffective, and totally inflexible. Only “top—
down decision making” exists. On the other hand, the so—called military
organization exists to wage war according to the command system. But
the command system has its conditions and limits. Once a command is
given, that command must be followed no matter what in order for the
military to function.

The relationship between God and human beings is the same; God
commands and human beings obey. But to us human beings, there is a
limit to our obedience. Even God cannot overrule my common sense,
my reasonable thinking, and naturally my own common sense. My own
reasonable thinking and my own standard are more important than the
will of God. But the blessing covenant of God calls for a precondition of
obedience. The meaning of obedience to God accompanies the abso—
lute condition, “whatever God says.” Whatever God speaks, whatever
God orders or commands, we should lay down our own judgment, ar-
gument, or will, and obey according to the will of God. Only then will
God's covenant to us be fulfilled.
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Reading Insight

Moses expounded upon the purpose of laws given to the Isra—
elites and the blessings of following the laws. Israelites would
become the people of God and the only way to fulfill the cove-
nant of blessing promised by God was “Shema,” that is, to hear
the Word of God.

J3 Hymn199 There Is a Dear and Precious Book

Medtation * Deuteronomy 6:1-9 ReadingPlan - Deuteronomy 5-6

1“Now this is the commandment, the statutes and the rules
that the LORD your God commanded me to teach you, that
you may do them in the land to which you are going over, to
possess it,

2 that you may fear the LORD your God, you and your son
and your son’s son, by keeping all his statutes and his com-
mandments, which I command you, all the days of your life,
and that your days may be long.

3 Hear therefore, O Israel, and be careful to do them, that it
may go well with you, and that you may multiply greatly, as
the LORD, the God of your fathers, has promised you, in a
land flowing with milk and honey.

4“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.

5You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all your might.

6 And these words that I command you today shall be on
your heart.

7You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall
talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk
by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise.

8You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall
be as frontlets between your eyes.

2You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on
your gates.
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Word of God and keep it in our
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What was the prerequisite to
be blessed with the promise of
God when the Israelites en—
tered Canaan? (vv. 4-9)
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The word “Amen” originated from faith and faithfulness. It means, ‘|
believe so,” “Yes, it is,” and “Yes, | will do so.” | believe that the word
‘Amen” uttered by me is the word and the will of God and it becomes
my desire of promise and obedience in front of God to do as | say. In the
society where | live, it is important to keep the laws and regulations and
to follow instructions and commands. From my childhood, there is one
cardinal teaching of my father. “When a man listens faithfully to a wom-
an, the man will be rewarded with a rice cake even when the man is
asleep.” The woman to whom | must listen faithfully was my mother be-
fore | got married, and my wife after | got married. And now according to
social phenomena one more woman is added to my list. It is the woman
who guides navigation on Google Maps or other navigation apps.

QT and prayers are the most important way to communicate with
God. God is the spiritual being who exists as Word, and the WWord be—
came flesh and Jesus Christ was the flesh, and the Word given in lan—
guage form is the Bible. Therefore, the Bible is the very Word of God,
and through the Word of the Bible we should discern the goodness and
the meaning of completeness of God. We communicate with God as
we pray while clinging to what we understand through the Word of
God. And an important thing must follow. That is, we must act accord—
ing to the conscience of our faith; what we prayed and understood
through the Word. We must obey according to the Word of the Bible,
pray as we understand through the Word, and act according to what
we prayed. That must be the process of obeying God and the way.
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Reading Insight

Israel became the chosen people of God totally by God’s selec-
tive grace and would occupy the land of beauty upon destroying
all nations of Canaan. In order to enjoy and sustain the grace of
God, it is up to Israel not to forget God and give all credit and
glory to God.

J3 Hymn310 | Know Not Why God's Wondrous Grace

Medtation * Deuteronomy 8:11-20 ReadingPian - Deuteronomy 7-8

11 “Take care lest you forget the LORD your God by not
keeping his commandments and his rules and his statutes,
which I command you today,

12]est, when you have eaten and are full and have built good
houses and live in them,

13 and when your herds and flocks multiply and your silver
and gold is multiplied and all that you have is multiplied,

14 then your heart be lifted up, and you forget the LORD
your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of
the house of slavery,

15 who led you through the great and terrifying wilderness,
with its fiery serpents and scorpions and thirsty ground
where there was no water, who brought you water out of the
flinty rock,

16 who fed you in the wilderness with manna that your fa-
thers did not know, that he might humble you and test you, to
doyou good in the end.

17 Beware lest you say in your heart, ‘My power and the
might of my hand have gotten me this wealth.’

18 You shall remember the LORD your God, for it is he who
gives you power to get wealth, that he may confirm his cove-
nant that he swore to your fathers, as it is this day.

19 And if you forget the LORD your God and go after other
gods and serve them and worship them, I solemnly warn you
today that you shall surely perish.

20 Like the nations that the LORD makes to perish before
you, so shall you perish, because you would not obey the
voice of the LORD your God.
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Which is the true picture of
myself: an attitude that | de-
serve to be blessed with the
grace of God or an attitude that
all of what | am now is a free
gift of God by the grace of
God?
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If suffering and trial come to
me, what is the root reason?
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Do | belong to this category of people: believers who only provide
lip service yelling “Lord” while not practicing commands to be worthy
of being called Christians; those who think they have faith if they pray
loud and longer; those who misunderstand showing tears while sing—
ing hymns as being full of holy spirit; people whose measuring yard-
stick of faith is offering generously and engaging in many services at
church; and those who consider church positions as reflecting faith as
they endeavor to acquire as high position as possible? We need to
think about how Jerusalem and the Israelites, who never doubted
believing that they would be blessed and saved anyway no matter
what they did, were destroyed by the Roman empire in A.D. 70. In
fact we all live in the midst of a myriad of spiritual misunderstandings.
This is how we evaluate ourselves: | am a good believer, my faith
journey is okay, my lifestyle in this world is fair, | am a decent and
good Christian, and therefore | naturally deserve to go to the kingdom
of heaven. What a mistake. These are common spiritual misunder—
standings applicable to all believers of God. Though we are free to
misunderstand, we must clearly understand that misunderstanding
that we have not even thought of could lead us to God’s judgment.
God does not look at outward appearance but looks at the heart. Is
the image of God within me? Is the image of Jesus Christ reflected
through all the things that | do? God looks at my heart and my mind
and God judges me according to my mind and my deeds. Christians
must live without relaxing spiritual tension.
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Reading Insight

Today’s scripture emphasizes that the conquest and possession
of Canaan resulted only by the Grace of God and prevents the
arrogance of Israel in advance. Moses recounts the humiliating
events of the past 40 years in the wilderness and reminds them
of devastating results stemming from their arrogance.

J3 Hymn290 Have a Savior He’s Pleading in Glory

Medtation * Deuteronomy 9:1-6, 22-24 Reading Pan - Deiteronomy 9

1“Hear, O Israel: you are to cross over the Jordan today, to
go in to dispossess nations greater and mightier than your-
selves, cities great and fortified up to heaven,

2 apeople great and tall, the sons of the Anakim, whom you
know, and of whom you have heard it said, “Who can stand
before the sons of Anak?’

3 Know therefore today that he who goes over before you
as a consuming fire is the LORD your God. He will destroy
them and subdue them before you. So you shall drive them
out and make them perish quickly, as the LORD has prom-
ised you.

4 “Do not say in your heart, after the LORD your God has
thrust them out before you, ‘It is because of my righteous-
ness that the LORD has brought me in to possess this land,’
whereas it is because of the wickedness of these nations that
the LORD is driving them out before you.

5 Not because of your righteousness or the uprightness of
your heart are you going in to possess their land, but because
of the wickedness of these nations the LORD your God is
driving them out from before you, and that he may confirm
the word that the LORD swore to your fathers, to Abraham,
to Isaac, and to Jacob.

6 “Know, therefore, that the LORD your God is not giving
you this good land to possess because of your righteousness,
for you are a stubborn people.

22“At Taberah also, and at Massah and at Kibroth-hattaavah
you provoked the LORD to wrath.

23 And when the LORD sent you from Kadesh-barnea, say-
ing, ‘Go up and take possession of the land that I have giv-
en you,’ then you rebelled against the commandment of the
LORD your God and did not believe him or obey his voice.
24You have been rebellious against the LORD from the day
that [ knew you.
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What kind of sin did God worry
that the Israelites, who were
about to enter Canaan, might
commit? (vv. 4-5)
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What kind of grace has God
bestowed so far on me who
has no merit?
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Grace Enjoyed without Merit
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Just before the Israelites were ready to enter Canaan, God warned
them of their arrogance (vv. 4-5). As God made clear that the propo—
nent of the possession of Canaan was God Himself, God had sub-
dued the pride of the Israelites and God had shown His faithfulness
through the grace bestowed on Israel who did nothing to deserve it.

The often repeated sins of Israel were clear evidence that they were
not at all worthy of receiving Canaan as an inheritance (vv. 6-24).
Hence the fact that God gave Canaan as an honorable inheritance to
Israel in spite of their lack of merit to be called the chosen people was
clear indication that it was entirely a gift of God. Israel existed until
that day because God's love and grace kept and protected them. Any
soul who deeply felt the love and grace of such a God cannot be
proud at all. When Israel was prosperous and blessed, they were al-
ways humble and grateful to God, but the tribulations and trials they
experienced were the result of their arrogance before God. Blessings
are divine grace given to me without merit. The very thought that |
deserve that grace is pride. Pride engenders disobedience and dis—
obedience means severing our relationship with God. We must not
forget that those whose relationship with God was severed are to be
abandoned in this world.
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Lord, Speak.

Your Servant is Listening
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Reading Insight

God rebuilt two stone tablets that were once destroyed. Simi-
larly, He renewed Israel who was once full of sins and allowed
Israel to rejoin His holy history. Having restored the covenant
of the chosen people, Israel was asked to fear only God, serve
God with all their minds and hearts, and obey the commands
and regulations of God.

J3 Hymn263 | Hear the Savior Say

Medtation * Deuteronomy 10:12-22 Reading Pan - Deuteronomy 10-11

12““And now, Israel, what does the LORD your God require
of you, but to fear the LORD your God, to walk in all his
ways, to love him, to serve the LORD your God with all your
heart and with all your soul,

13 and to keep the commandments and statutes of the
LORD, which I am commanding you today for your good?

14 Behold, to the LORD your God belong heaven and the
heaven of heavens, the earth with all that is in it.

15 Yet the LORD set his heart in love on your fathers and
chose their offspring after them, you above all peoples, as
you are this day.

16 Circumcise therefore the foreskin of your heart, and be no
longer stubborn.

17 For the LORD your God is God of gods and Lord of lords,
the great, the mighty, and the awesome God, who is not par-
tial and takes no bribe.

18 He executes justice for the fatherless and the widow, and
loves the sojourner, giving him food and clothing.

19 Love the sojourner, therefore, for you were sojourners in
the land of Egypt.

20 You shall fear the LORD your God. You shall serve him
and hold fast to him, and by his name you shall swear.

21 He is your praise. He is your God, who has done for you
these great and terrifying things that your eyes have seen.

22 Your fathers went down to Egypt seventy persons, and
now the LORD your God has made you as numerous as the
stars of heaven.
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What does God ask us to do
for our happiness and bless-
ing? (vv. 12-13)

Q27 SiLtdol S23 X7}
FOXE AL 29y
7F2(11:26-28)
What is the principle behind
God’s blessing and curse to
us? (11:26-28)

57



w3 AIAXIS 215 7| =
Prayer for Churches & Pastors

13|, RHTH(AL)

58

rot

ML FO O
o2 r e

o5 3N ygoR
HHE AR HE
B2 7|5 |2ELC,

El |8 o

Lo
ols

r=
el

el
HN
=}
I:I_Hu

ol
i
il

r

= (AL)

A9 99l 28] Voices rrom T HiiL

29| X condition of Blessing

LR ALY ALt REUCE MRS MOIOIM 7+ B
0] 3h= A A& 0= “O1H| & it HAY, “AHESARQ T L, Wl
S0 718 §0| Sh= AN A44-2 OOt *7| =5l EZAH|Q 7} OFLt HE
tof AlQl of42 = XIAHEMQ? 3HEY Aoty
=0 =2 S0IX| A US| FUCHE oS, 2E0olH 2 o = EX| ¢

FCH= 4%, A = X7AM 2L

QUZHI FH2] SHHE2 fLit Hof0f| SO 2YLICE O o, =7
otof ofL0f = S5t 20| HEZ ofLfE0[ ML 0|2 L0 S&5t
A SHtES £42 STEHS XA EUL sttE2 £59| A4E HXY
S| X7 |AIX|2t el oS0 SAoH 20[A7| HEYLICE SHtE2

Ir
Ml

SH0| ArotAl= MESS O18A 30l lE 202t 1 £=0l= H
X5| 2240| EELIC ofLfgol AFnt L0 =FoH0F stttz AYULICE
1 &S MERX| IOH HEHYD KRS Z0|2f oftl L0 = HXfo}
A SHLHEOIYUT S0 sttgel £=9| ZE oAt AN 7tS
SIX|2, SAIOf ATt AL XZ=0f Gt AN 2EOHH ZZEL /U
SO WA A0f &8 Z50] =9 0210 SX| OFLH TS| A7}
EXE HHOZ St &ES iohs Lt ARel2] Bi=0f SHRUSLIC
‘g8 LES A2 XHH0AS OfoHsIA|ZE 2L HHGHOFR of= WS4
O ol EHAIR. 439 RE 59| YH0| WA FAI= 2S50] 2

The promise of a person, in many cases, ends up as just empty
words. Among many false promises between people, “Let’s have din—
ner together soon” and “I will be in touch with you.” Among believers
the most common false promise may be, “I will pray for you.” Can the
promise of love between two lovers be kept? The promise to love a
partner throughout life, the promise to not cause tears in the eyes of
the love partner, and the promise not to look away once married — have
those promises been kept?

Unlike human beings, God is very faithful with promises and cove—
nants. God is faithful with promises with whoever and whatever. The
traits of God who is so faithful with promises show two sides. God not
only thoroughly honors the promise of blessing but God is also faithful
with the promise of judgment. God fully blesses those whom He loves
but the blessing calls for thorough conditions which include obeying the
command and the Word of God. If those conditions are not met, the
promise of judgment and abandonment by God is also thoroughly prac—
ticed by God. The Bible is full of stories about God’s words of blessings,
but at the same time, the prophecies and revelations of judgment,
punishment, and curse are also clearly emphasized. \Whether the words
of the Bible would become the prophecy of blessings or the revelation
of judgment totally depends on my attitude toward the Word of God.
Rather than try to understand the words of the Bible as a source of
knowledge, we should try to treat it as a rule of behavior to practice. All
the words of blessing in the Bible are the Word of God given to me.



L AL
I-I EEO'I, O:"‘I‘ I:IJ_'-l' I-7}'“ LS AR
Journaling with Jesus OIS MZIHSL TR
A 7| First Prayer
24t Reading & QT

St 22 One Word

Q=9| ZtAl Thanks Note

EE=7 |5 One Prayer

*otLlE | 0K, Y419] 02 God's heart & your heart

M2 2l8ll For Walking with Jesus

* 22 O 70|, H2| Taking it deeper, further

@ Voulube @752 2oz
. Al
512 SO LES AL O H S¥ol= o
OFS T} A2t TS, ZETHS AjZH0) TL0HELX] 920 Today’s Mission Cleared Sticker

AHEX] 7|155HIN 2.




gt - Tue

Cannot Serve
Two Masters
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Lord. Have Mercy on Us.
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Reading Insight

Upon taking possession of Canaan, Israel’s priority as com-
manded by God was to destroy all idols that defiled God's land.
Indeed, a righteous nation ruled by God begins with cleansing of
all despicable sins.

3 Hymn67 O Worship the King All Glorious Above

Medtation * Deuteronomy 12:1-3, 29-32 ReadingPlan - Deuteronomy 12

1 “These are the statutes and rules that you shall be careful
to do in the land that the LORD, the God of your fathers, has
given you to possess, all the days that you live on the earth.

2 You shall surely destroy all the places where the nations
whom you shall dispossess served their gods, on the high
mountains and on the hills and under every green tree.

3You shall tear down their altars and dash in pieces their pil-
lars and burn their Asherim with fire. You shall chop down
the carved images of their gods and destroy their name out of
that place.

29 “When the LORD your God cuts off before you the na-
tions whom you go in to dispossess, and you dispossess
them and dwell in their land,

30 take care that you be not ensnared to follow them, after
they have been destroyed before you, and that you do not in-
quire about their gods, saying, ‘How did these nations serve
their gods?--that I also may do the same.”’

31You shall not worship the LORD your God in that way, for
every abominable thing that the LORD hates they have done
for their gods, for they even burn their sons and their daugh-
ters in the fire to their gods.

32 “Everything that I command you, you shall be careful to
do. You shall not add to it or take from it.
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Why did God order Israel to
cleanse idols as their priority?
(vv. 29-31)
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Do | have an idol that | consid-
er more important than God? If
s0, let’s honestly identify it.
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Can | love my wife and another woman exactly the same? Can | love
my husband and another man at the same time? To love and treat cer—
tain objects exactly the same as another is impossible. There is a say—
ing that we share with our children. If you bite all ten fingers, all fingers
will hurt, but the intensity of pain will be different. It cannot be the
same. There is definitely one child whom you favor more than others
regardless of the reasons. In all things, there exists something that |
favor the most, someone | love the most, and something | value as the
most precious.

God is the same. God does not love all people equally. “Favoritism”
definitely exists in God's love. God would choose, distinguish, and exalt
the one who would only look up to and praise God. Jesus said in Mat—
thew 6:24, “No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one
and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the
other. You cannot serve both God and money.” Christians do not serve
God and the world simultaneously. That does not mean that the world
and things of the world are necessarily bad but God must be the most
important. Our life in this world must be to exalt God’s name and the
glory be to God. We must recognize that we are only stewards of God
for all the material possessions and those materials must be used with
holiness for the glory of God. God loves those most dearly who love
God most dearly and exalts those most highly who exalt God most
highly.
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Warning Against
the Worship of Idols

( 0{=7|E Opening Prayer )

ZH LEBIAN.
3o B0| EALIo|Ct.
Lord, Speak.

Your Servant is Listening

CESEDREE
Doing & Being for Today
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Reading Insight

God commands the Israelites to thoroughly resist the tempta—
tion of various idols and despicable gentile gods that were prev-
alent when Israel took possession of Canaan. God emphasized
that sins are always accompanied by strong contagiousness
and thorough explosive power. Therefore, sins must not even
be mimicked, and neither tolerance nor love should be allowed
toward the sinful forces.

3 Hymn312 If Thou but Suffer God to Guide Thee

Meditation - Deuteronomy 13:1-11 ReadingPlan - Deuteronomy 13-14

1“If a prophet or a dreamer of dreams arises among you and
gives you asign or awonder,

2 and the sign or wonder that he tells you comes to pass, and if
he says, ‘Let us go after other gods,” which you have not known,
‘and letus serve them,’

3 you shall not listen to the words of that prophet or that dream-
er of dreams. For the LORD your God is testing you, to know
whether you love the LORD your God with all your heart and
with all your soul.

4 You shall walk after the LORD your God and fear him and
keep his commandments and obey his voice, and you shall
serve him and hold fast to him.

5 But that prophet or that dreamer of dreams shall be put to
death, because he has taught rebellion against the LORD your
God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt and redeemed
you out of the house of slavery, to make you leave the way in
which the LORD your God commanded you to walk. So you
shall purge the evil from your midst.

6 “If your brother, the son of your mother, or your son or your
daughter or the wife you embrace or your friend who is as your
own soul entices you secretly, saying, ‘Let us go and serve other
gods, which neither you nor your fathers have known,

7 some of the gods of the peoples who are around you, whether
near you or far off from you, from the one end of the earth to the
other,

8 you shall not yield to him or listen to him, nor shall your eye
pity him, nor shall you spare him, nor shall you conceal him.

9 But you shall kill him. Your hand shall be first against him to
puthim to death, and afterward the hand of all the people.

10 You shall stone him to death with stones, because he sought
to draw you away from the LORD your God, who brought you
out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.

11 And all Israel shall hear and fear and never again do any such
wickedness as this among you.

OrM A
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What are those things that we
must follow and long for more
than mysterious phenomena
or miracles? (vv. 1-4)

ofLide| HHHZ YEotH Yot
7| SIahM MiAIAC] 023t A
=2 27t H0| ABLIR?

Have you ever given up worldly
gains and pleasures in order to
practice the Word of God with
honesty?
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On April 6, 2010, an incident occurred in the town of North Hamp-
ton, MA, where Jesus Christ purportedly appeared. A police car re—
sponding to a 911 report arrived at the scene of a traffic accident with
an injured man. The policeman asked for his name to confirm his ID
and the man through his pain answered, “Lord Jesus Christ.” The po-
liceman thought his response was because the injured man had been
saved from greater injury and was praying and giving thanks to God.
A little later, the officer again asked for the man’s name, but the an-
swer was the same, “Lord Jesus Christ.” Irritated, the policeman re—
peated the same question but the answer was again the same. The
angry policeman asked for ID. Looking at the driver’s license, the po-
liceman was surprised because the real name on the driver’s license
was “Lord Jesus Christ.” The other driver who hit the injured man ad-
mitted his fault and asked for mercy and forgiveness, but “Lord Jesus
Christ” showed anger, said he could not forgive the other driver, and
strongly demanded police punish the other driver in accordance with
law. Bystanders made various comments about the “Anti—Christ like
behavior” of the man named “Jesus Christ.” “What kind of Jesus
Christ is this?” “The man really does not act like his name.” The name
“Israelites” does not necessarily guarantee their salvation. Israelites
should have lived as the chosen people worthy of the name. The
name “Christian” does not guarantee salvation for us. We must live
like Christians, acting in ways that reflect our name of “Christian.”
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Reading Insight

After experiencing God'’s forgiveness of sins and deliverance
in their experience of Exodus and entering the Promised Land,
the people of Israel are called to share with others the love and
mercy that they have received from God. As people who have
received much love from God, they are to treat their neighbor
with much love as well.

J3 Hymn218 You Shall Love God, Your Lord

Medtaton  Deuteronomy 15:1-11 Reading Pan - Deuiteronomy 15

1“Atthe end of every seven years you shall grant arelease.

2 And this is the manner of the release: every creditor shall re-
lease what he has lent to his neighbor. He shall not exact it of
his neighbor, his brother, because the LORD’s release has been
proclaimed.

3 Of a foreigner you may exact it, but whatever of yours is with
your brother your hand shall release.

4 But there will be no poor among you; for the LORD will bless
you in the land that the LORD your God is giving you for an in-
heritance to possess--

5ifonly you will strictly obey the voice of the LORD your God,
being careful to do all this commandment that I command you
today.

6 For the LORD your God will bless you, as he promised you,
and you shall lend to many nations, but you shall not borrow,
and you shall rule over many nations, but they shall not rule
over you.

7 “If among you, one of your brothers should become poor, in
any of your towns within your land that the LORD your God is
giving you, you shall not harden your heart or shut your hand
against your poor brother,

8 but you shall open your hand to him and lend him sufficient
for his need, whatever it may be.

9 Take care lest there be an unworthy thought in your heart and
you say, ‘The seventh year, the year of release is near,” and your
eye look grudgingly on your poor brother, and you give him
nothing, and he cry to the LORD against you, and you be guilty
of'sin.

10 You shall give to him freely, and your heart shall not be
grudging when you give to him, because for this the LORD
your God will bless you in all your work and in all that you un-
dertake.

11 For there will never cease to be poor in the land. Therefore I
command you, ‘You shall open wide your hand to your brother,
to the needy and to the poor, in your land.’
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Have you ever lent something
to someone knowing that the
person will not be able to pay it
back or return it back to you? If
so, did you do it with the heart
of Jesus Christ?

4o
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What should be the attitude
and character of a Christian
who experienced God’s saving

grace? (v. 16)
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In our text today, we learn about commandments that call people
to cancel the debts of their poor neighbors at the end of every sev—
en years. This is commanded in order to prevent absolute poverty
among the people and to protect the freedom and human rights of
fellow Israelites who have become servants by setting them free in
the seventh year. By doing so, the people of Israel were taught to
demonstrate the unconditional love of God that they themselves
have received from God.

The year of sabbath when debts are canceled is about much
more than just forgiving people’s debt. Beyond just canceling the
debts of those who are indebted, this practice includes giving gen—
erously to them (v. 10) so that those who are indebted can become
self-supporting and even be able to lend to others who may be in
need. Similarly, the reason why people were taught not to send
away the servants empty—handed (Duet 14:13-14) was so that
those freed servants can improve their life in the community to the
point that they too can afford servants in their lives. This was the
true spirit behind the commandment of the year of cancellation.
We must remember that a true heart of mercy is rooted in the
heart of Christ Jesus that desires for our neighbors to be well or
even better off than ourselves.
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Righteous Judgment

( 0{=7|E Opening Prayer )
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3o B0| EALIo|Ct.
Lord, Speak.

Your Servant is Listening
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Doing & Being for Today
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Reading Insight

The Lord expected the people of Israel to judge people fairly
and with justice according to the laws and decrees command-
ed by the Lord. Those who were responsible for judging were
expected to follow the righteous will of the Lord as they carried
out the work of delivering judgments.

J3 Hymn569 Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us

(RN R IH VNI REY ReadingPlan - Deuteronomy 16-17

18 “You shall appoint judges and officers in all your towns that the
LORD your God is giving you, according to your tribes, and they shall
judge the people with righteous judgment.

19 You shall not pervert justice. You shall not show partiality, and you
shall not accept a bribe, for a bribe blinds the eyes of the wise and sub-
verts the cause of the righteous.

20 Justice, and only justice, you shall follow, that you may live and in-
herit the land that the LORD your God is giving you.

2 “If there is found among you, within any of your towns that the
LORD your God is giving you, a man or woman who does what is evil
in the sight of the LORD your God, in transgressing his covenant,

3and has gone and served other gods and worshiped them, or the sun or
the moon or any of the host of heaven, which I have forbidden,

4and it is told you and you hear ofit, then you shall inquire diligently, and
if it is true and certain that such an abomination has been done in Israel,

5 then you shall bring out to your gates that man or woman who has done
this evil thing, and you shall stone that man or woman to death with stones.
6 On the evidence of two witnesses or of three witnesses the one who is
to die shall be put to death; a person shall not be put to death on the evi-
dence of one witness.

7 The hand of the witnesses shall be first against him to put him to
death, and afterward the hand of all the people. So you shall purge the
evil from your midst.

8 “If any case arises requiring decision between one kind of homicide
and another, one kind of legal right and another, or one kind of assault and
another, any case within your towns that is too difficult for you, then you
shall arise and go up to the place that the LORD your God will choose.

2 And you shall come to the Levitical priests and to the judge who is in
office in those days, and you shall consult them, and they shall declare
to you the decision.

10 Then you shall do according to what they declare to you from that
place that the LORD will choose. And you shall be careful to do ac-
cording to all that they direct you.

11 According to the instructions that they give you, and according to the
decision which they pronounce to you, you shall do. You shall not turn
aside from the verdict that they declare to you, either to the right hand
ortothe left.

12 The man who acts presumptuously by not obeying the priest who
stands to minister there before the LORD your God, or the judge, that
man shall die. So you shall purge the evil from Israel.

13 And all the people shall hear and fear and not act presumptuously
again.
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Have you ever caused damage
to one’s character and integrity
because you judged the per-
son by what you saw on the
surface (outside) instead of
how the person is on the in-
side? Have you ever repeated
that mistake?
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As a person in a leadership
position and as a Christian who
is called to shine the light of
Christ in this world, what char-
acter of God should we try to
have in us and demonstrate in
life? (18; 20)
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Righteousness — A Standard of Speech and Action for People of God

15
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The Lord gives clear guidelines regarding how appointed judges and
officials should judge the people and administer justice with fairness
(vv. 18-20). The appointed judges and officials should be free from
any self-interest in their judging and must judge based only on the
evidence, rather than their feelings or biases, even as they judge idol
worshippers (Deut 17:2-7). It was important for them in their judg-
ments to reflect fairness and mercy that their righteous God demon-
strates even in times of wrath. Where local courts were not able to
render a judgment, they were instructed to bring those cases to the
Levitical priests and to the judge who will then render a judgment at
the place the Lord will choose. The purpose of this protocol was to
protect the rights of the people and to demonstrate that ultimate sov-
ereignty and authority lie in the Lord (Duet 17:8-13). This court sys—
tem later developed into the ultimate decision making body known as
the “Sanhedrin” Council that is composed of 71 members made up of
priests, rabbis, and elders.

In this sense, the original function of the Sanhedrin council was to
provide fair judgments for and righteous rule over the people. How-
ever, after being influenced by self-interest, they ended up commit-
ting the sin of executing Jesus to death after passing a wrong judg—
ment on Jesus. It is possible that we can also make similar mistakes.
However, if we repeat the mistakes, then we must recognize that we
lack God'’s righteousness in us and we must repent. The basis of all
speech and action of a Godly person should be righteousness.
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Israel’'s True Prophet
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Reading Insight

The Lord forbids the people of Israel to follow the detestable
practices of the nations in the land of Canaan that they are
about to possess. The Lord proves His love for Israel by promis—
ing to provide a true prophet for Israel who will guide the people
according to the Lord’s will.

J3 Hymnb521 Straight Is the Gate to Salvation

Meditation * Deuteronomy 18:9-22 Reading Pan - Deuteronomy 18

9 “When you come into the land that the LORD your God is giving
you, you shall not learn to follow the abominable practices of those
nations.

10 There shall not be found among you anyone who burns his son
or his daughter as an offering, anyone who practices divination or
tells fortunes or interprets omens, or a sorcerer

11 or a charmer or a medium or a necromancer or one who inquires
ofthe dead,

12 for whoever does these things is an abomination to the LORD.
And because of these abominations the LORD your God is driving
them out before you.

13You shall be blameless before the LORD your God,

14 for these nations, which you are about to dispossess, listen to for-
tune-tellers and to diviners. But as for you, the LORD your God has
notallowed you to do this.

15 “The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me
from among you, from your brothers--it is to him you shall listen--
16 just as you desired of the LORD your God at Horeb on the day
of the assembly, when you said, ‘Let me not hear again the voice of
the LORD my God or see this great fire any more, lest I die.”

17 And the LORD said to me, ‘They are right in what they have spo-
ken.

18 [ will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their
brothers. And I will put my words in his mouth, and he shall speak
to them all that I command him.

19 And whoever will not listen to my words that he shall speak in
my name, I myself will require it of him.

20 But the prophet who presumes to speak a word in my name that
' have not commanded him to speak, or who speaks in the name of
other gods, that same prophet shall die.”

21 And if you say in your heart, ‘How may we know the word that
the LORD has not spoken?’--

22 when a prophet speaks in the name of the LORD, if the word
does not come to pass or come true, that is a word that the LORD
has not spoken; the prophet has spoken it presumptuously. You
need not be afraid of him.
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The Lord told the people of Is—
rael to be blameless before the
Lord (v. 13). What do you think
it means to be blameless?
What does a blameless life
look like?

i

FMXIRLe] R (22E) S Sof
JE[AZQI2 OH AH0|0{0F
St A2 THEE &= ABLIIR
{7t J2|AEQI0[2t= AtAO] 2
A= Soll BHI0{0F &NtQ?
Based on how a true prophet
is discerned (v. 22), what can
you say about what it means
to be a true Christian? How can
we prove to others that we are
Christians?
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God promises to love and care for the people of Israel by giving
them a true prophet after Moses if they obey the laws and decrees.
This prophet will bring the words of the Lord to the people. Although
God’s promised prophet can be understood first as referring to all the
prophets who will come after Moses, we should understand it as ulti-
mately referring to Jesus Christ who will be born to them from the
bloodline of Israel. Like Moses who served Israel as a prophet (34:10),
priest (Exod 24:6-8) and king (33:5), Jesus is the true Prophet, High
Priest and King.

Another important thing to note is that one showed that he/she is a
true prophet who is sent by God by speaking only in the name of
God, speaking only what God commanded to speak, and by having
everything that was spoken come to pass (Duet 18:18-19; 22). Simi-
larly, Jesus who is the eternal King and prophet showed that he is the
Christ by demonstrating the character, deeds, life, authority, and
power of God. If so, then how can we show the world that we are a

= —_ people who have God as our Father and that we are Christians who
W 2|of MAXLE P2t 7|= believe that Jesus is the Christ? Do people around us see God when
Prayenfor Churches & Pastors they see us and experience the fragrance of Christ when they are

LIZole31Zta| 5], X45(CA) with us?
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Lord, Speak.

Your Servant is Listening
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Reading Insight

Rules were given to the Israelites regarding conquering the
Canaanites and engaging in battles. Since the battles with the
Canaanites were considered the divine war to build God’s king—
dom in the land of Canaan, they were instructed to not destroy
ruthlessly and to not take whatever plunder they wanted from
the Canaanites. The prime purpose of the Israelites’ battles was
to punish evil and erect the just kingdom of God.

J3 Hymn357 Encamped Along the Hills of Light

Medtation * Deuteronomy 20:10-20 Reading Pan - Deuteronomy 19-20

10 “When you draw near to a city to fight against it, offer
terms of peace to it.

11 And if it responds to you peaceably and it opens to you,
then all the people who are found in it shall do forced labor
for you and shall serve you.

12 But if it makes no peace with you, but makes war against
you, then you shall besiege it.

13 And when the LORD your God gives it into your hand,
you shall put all its males to the sword,

14 but the women and the little ones, the livestock, and ev-
erything else in the city, all its spoil, you shall take as plun-
der for yourselves. And you shall enjoy the spoil of your ene-
mies, which the LORD your God has given you.

15 Thus you shall do to all the cities that are very far from
you, which are not cities of the nations here.

16 But in the cities of these peoples that the LORD your God
is giving you for an inheritance, you shall save alive nothing
that breathes,

17 but you shall devote them to complete destruction, the
Hittites and the Amorites, the Canaanites and the Perizzites,
the Hivites and the Jebusites, as the LORD your God has
commanded,

18 that they may not teach you to do according to all their
abominable practices that they have done for their gods, and
so you sin against the LORD your God.

19 “When you besiege a city for a long time, making war
against it in order to take it, you shall not destroy its trees by
wielding an axe against them. You may eat from them, but
you shall not cut them down. Are the trees in the field hu-
man, that they should be besieged by you?

20 Only the trees that you know are not trees for food you
may destroy and cut down, that you may build siegeworks
against the city that makes war with you, until it falls.
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Why did God suggest peace
with the people outside the
land of Canaan but to destroy
the Canaanites completely?
(wv. 17-18)

MM X MY S saloh= 1
2|AEQIOZ A LY AHOIAIA 2t
3| glof H{2{0F & A2 20|
UELITR

What are the things within me
that | need to completely de—
stroy as a Christian who en-
gages in the spiritual war in
this world?
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Fighting in general has a bad image. From a young age, we were
taught to not fight with our siblings and friends. Therefore, we looked
down and despised those kids who were good at fighting as well as
being afraid of them. Those kids who were prone to fight with others
raised concerns about what they would become when they grew up. If
your child was beaten often in fights, you could easily say, “use your fist
and fight back!” But no one promotes fighting first. However, God
commands the Israelites to fight and engage in battles. It was not a
mere recommendation but a strong commandment. Why did God
command the Israelites, the good people, to fight even though fighting
is regarded as essentially bad? There are good battles according to
God. 1 Timothy 6:12 explains what it is to “Fight the good fight of the
faith.” The good fight for the faith for the Israelites in our scripture is to
destroy the ones who confronted God. The good fight will bring victo—
ries for the people who listen to God and obey God. This was a decla—
ration of the unchanged truth that God’s ultimate justice reigns.

In order to witness the justice of God, we must engage in the good
fight for the faith. In this fight, we must win to preserve our faith in the
name of God. The list of the things we have to fight the good fight to
win over is “fight against the temptation to not read the bible and dis-
rupt our prayers,” “fight against the desires of our flesh,” “fight against
the lure of money,” “fight against hatred and jealousy,” “fight against
arrogance and greed,” and “fight against unforgiveness.” Let us be-
come the fighters who win with faith.
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God's Law to Change
the World

( 0{=7|E Opening Prayer )
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Lord. Have Mercy on Us.
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Reading Insight

Along with the ritual laws of the religion, God commanded the
Israelites to protect and preserve human lives and the weak of
their society. This social rule includes the protection laws for
keeping families together and cutting off any sin that will con-
taminate the land God reigns over. The created world of God
must exhibit God’s justice only as it is ruled by God’s laws.

/3 Hymn220 In One Fraternal Bond of Love

Meditation * Deuteronomy 21:10-23 Reading Pan - Deuteronomy 21

10“When you go out to war against your enemies, and the LORD your
God gives them into your hand and you take them captive,

17 and you see among the captives a beautiful woman, and you desire to
take her to be your wife,

12 and you bring her home to your house, she shall shave her head and
pare her nails.

13 And she shall take off the clothes in which she was captured and
shall remain in your house and lament her father and her mother a full
month. After that you may go in to her and be her husband, and she
shall be your wife.

14 But if you no longer delight in her, you shall let her go where she
wants. But you shall not sell her for money, nor shall you treat her as a
slave, since you have humiliated her.

15 “If a man has two wives, the one loved and the other unloved, and
both the loved and the unloved have borne him children, and if the first-
born son belongs to the unloved,

16 then on the day when he assigns his possessions as an inheritance to
his sons, he may not treat the son of the loved as the firstborn in prefer-
ence to the son of the unloved, who is the firstborn,

17 but he shall acknowledge the firstborn, the son of the unloved, by
giving him a double portion of all that he has, for he is the firstfruits of
his strength. The right of the firstborn is his.

18 “If a man has a stubborn and rebellious son who will not obey the
voice of his father or the voice of his mother, and, though they disci-
pline him, will not listen to them,

19 then his father and his mother shall take hold of him and bring him
outto the elders of his city at the gate of the place where he lives,

20 and they shall say to the elders of his city, ‘This our son is stubborn
and rebellious; he will not obey our voice; he is a glutton and a drunk-
ard.’

21 Then all the men of the city shall stone him to death with stones. So
you shall purge the evil from your midst, and all Israel shall hear, and
fear.

22 “And if a man has committed a crime punishable by death and he is
put to death, and you hang him on a tree,

23 his body shall not remain all night on the tree, but you shall bury him
the same day, for a hanged man is cursed by God. You shall not defile
your land that the LORD your God is giving you for an inheritance.
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How do churches and Chris-
tians conduct their lives to
prove to the societies and na—
tions they believe the truth that
God reigns?
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Let’s think about how we apply
God’s words into our lives
when our conscience senses
the conflict between God's
laws and the laws of this
world.
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The essence of God—given laws and rules is not for punishment
and judgment, but for the distinction from sins and the actualization
of God’s justice accordingly. Noone will be exempt from God’s jus—
tice but everyone including God’s chosen people will be punished if
their sins will bring evil to the community. God’s law is the combi-
nation of God's love and justice. In other words, God’s law is part of
God'’s characteristics.

Since God's law is the reflection of God's personality and charac—
teristics, this law reveals the love and sacrifice of Jesus Christ and
the identity of Christians. The purification process for female cap-
tives to become wives of the Israelites (vv. 12-13) indicates how
sinful human beings become brides of Jesus Christ through true
repentance (cleansing process). The process of taking care of the
body of a hanged man (vv. 22-23) reveals how Jesus Christ died in
a similar shameful punishment in order to achieve God'’s salvation
plan for the whole of humankind. The main call for church and
Christians is to actualize God'’s justice and Jesus’ love on this earth
which will prove that God’s justice and love in His law was com—

3|9t AlSIXIE 2J5t 7| pleted in Jesus Christ.
Prayer for Churches & Pastors
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Reading Insight

The Israelites were called to practice the holiness of God’s cho-
sen ones through loving their neighbors and kept their purity
and their holiness which distinguished them from the world.

/3 Hymn420 Take Time to Be Holy

Medtation * Deuteronomy 22:1-12 Reading Pan - Deuiteronomy 22

1 “You shall not see your brother’s ox or his sheep going
astray and ignore them. You shall take them back to your
brother.

2 And if he does not live near you and you do not know who
he is, you shall bring it home to your house, and it shall stay
with you until your brother seeks it. Then you shall restore it
to him.

3 And you shall do the same with his donkey or with his gar-
ment, or with any lost thing of your brother’s, which he loses
and you find; you may not ignore it.

4 You shall not see your brother’s donkey or his ox fallen
down by the way and ignore them. You shall help him to lift
them up again.

5“A woman shall not wear a man’s garment, nor shall a man
put on a woman’s cloak, for whoever does these things is an
abomination to the LORD your God.

6 “If you come across a bird’s nest in any tree or on the
ground, with young ones or eggs and the mother sitting on
the young or on the eggs, you shall not take the mother with
the young.

7You shall let the mother go, but the young you may take for
yourself, that it may go well with you, and that you may live
long.

8 “When you build a new house, you shall make a parapet
for your roof, that you may not bring the guilt of blood upon
your house, if anyone should fall fromiit.

2 “You shall not sow your vineyard with two kinds of seed,
lest the whole yield be forfeited, the crop that you have sown
and the yield of the vineyard.

10You shall not plow with an ox and a donkey together.
11You shall not wear cloth of wool and linen mixed together.
12“You shall make yourself tassels on the four corners of the
garment with which you cover yourself.
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What areas of my behaviors
and words need to change in
order to witness my identity as
a Christian?
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Are there differences in me
when no one is around com-—
pared to when | am around
others? Which one is the re—
flection of my true identity? Do
| live with the conviction that
God watches me even when
nobody is around?
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God commanded that the Israelites should not sow two kinds of
seeds, should not plow the fields with an ox and donkey together, and
should not wear a cloth mixed with wool and linen (vv. 9-11). These
laws helped the Israelites to keep themselves as a set-apart com-
munity who followed the purity of worshiping YHWH God only. Even
in their everyday lives, God warned the Israelites to be very careful to
not compromise and follow any pagan custom and detestable behav—-
iors of the Canaanites. These laws helped the Israglites to keep their
purity. God prohibited the people under God’s law from compromising
or assimilating with worldly people. Also God was very clear to the
Israelites that faith in YHWH God can't be mixed with secular cus—
toms and trends as well as secular pagan faith. From verses 13 to 30,
the laws regarding the purity of women and the punishment for the
people who are unclean explains the lessons on spiritual purity and
truth for the people of God, the brides of Jesus Christ. These verses
explain the duty of the spiritual community regarding the constant ef-
forts to keep us from falling into the decadence of losing our faith and
loyalty to YHWH God.

The ones who are set apart according to God'’s law need to practice
the love for YHWH God not only with words but also with everyday
deeds (vv. 1-8). Believers have to express their love for God in con—
crete settings of their lives since their faith and lives are inseparable.
In other words, our lives become worship itself for God, our daily liv—
ing declares that we are Christians.
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Reading Insight

To protect the faith and purity among the Israelites, there were
rules prohibiting unclean people from entering the assemblies
and rules to cleanse the people who were called to keep the
purity codes even during war. The Israelites who were kept pure
and holy by God are called to be sincere before God and share
their mercy to others.

/3 Hymn459 Who Is on the Lord’s Side

Meditation * Deuteronomy 23:15-25 Reading Pan - Deuiteronomy 23

15 “You shall not give up to his master a slave who has es-
caped from his master to you.

16 He shall dwell with you, in your midst, in the place that he
shall choose within one of your towns, wherever it suits him.
You shall not wrong him.

17 “None of the daughters of Israel shall be a cult prostitute,
and none of the sons of Israel shall be a cult prostitute.

18 You shall not bring the fee of a prostitute or the wages of
a dog into the house of the LORD your God in payment for
any vow, for both of these are an abomination to the LORD
your God.

19“You shall not charge interest on loans to your brother, in-
terest on money, interest on food, interest on anything that is
lent for interest

20 You may charge a foreigner interest, but you may not
charge your brother interest, that the LORD your God may
bless you in all that you undertake in the land that you are en-
tering to take possession ofit.

21 “If you make a vow to the LORD your God, you shall not
delay fulfilling it, for the LORD your God will surely re-
quire it of you, and you will be guilty of sin

22 But if you refrain from vowing, you will not be guilty of
sin.

23 You shall be careful to do what has passed your lips, for
you have voluntarily vowed to the LORD your God what
you have promised with your mouth.

24 “If you go into your neighbor’s vineyard, you may eat
your fill of grapes, as many as you wish, but you shall not put
any in your bag.

25 [f you go into your neighbor’s standing grain, you may
pluck the ears with your hand, but you shall not put a sickle
to your neighbor’s standing grain.
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What are the best gifts we can
offer to God which would
please Him the most?
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A pastor came to the United States and worked part time in a gro—
cery store. The pastor saw that the owner of the store underpaid or
did not justly pay his employees and always spoke ill of the employ-
ees. Then the owner of the store turned around at his desk and read
the Bible diligently. Even the pastor questioned what kind of Christian
faith this owner had. | watched a movie about a pimp who forced his
prostitutes to not take Sunday off while he went to church carrying
his own bible and passed through the prostitutes who were waiting
for customers every Sunday. The most imminent priority of our lives
is what to do to provide for ourselves. After growing pains, some
people ask questions like “How do | want to live my life?” or “What
kind of person do | want to become?” As believers, we are called to
go through a growing process to ask the question, “How do | want to
believe in God?”

Our lives, worship, daily choices, and faith all have to be consistent
and in tune with the same goals. There are many people who choose
to become Christians when they worship God in church. When they
step out of the church building, they become the most secular ones.
Let us seek to be 100% consistent between our everyday lives and
our faith. By doing so, our daily lives will proclaim that we are Chris—
tians who believe in God. The ones who are qualified to enter the as—
semblies of YHWH are the ones whose dalily lives speak for their
faith.
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Reading Insight

God made Israel form a community of love in His righteousness.
He reminded the Israelites that He is God who will not turn
away from the weak but will give them strength and comfort.

/3 Hymn400 Jesus, Hide Me

Meditation - Deuteronomy 24:10-22 ReadingPlan - Deutteronomy 24-25

10“When you make your neighbor a loan of any sort, you shall
not go into his house to collect his pledge.

11 You shall stand outside, and the man to whom you make the
loan shall bring the pledge out to you.

12 And ifhe is a poor man, you shall not sleep in his pledge.

13 You shall restore to him the pledge as the sun sets, that he
may sleep in his cloak and bless you. And it shall be righteous-
ness for you before the LORD your God.

14You shall not oppress a hired servant who is poor and needy,
whether he is one of your brothers or one of the sojourners who
are in your land within your towns.

15You shall give him his wages on the same day, before the sun
sets (for he is poor and counts on it), lest he cry against you to
the LORD, and you be guilty of sin.

16 “Fathers shall not be put to death because of their children,
nor shall children be put to death because of their fathers. Each
one shall be put to death for his own sin.

17 “You shall not pervert the justice due to the sojourner or to
the fatherless, or take a widow’s garment in pledge,

18 but you shall remember that you were a slave in Egypt and
the LORD your God redeemed you from there; therefore I com-
mand you to do this.

19 “When you reap your harvest in your field and forget a sheaf
in the field, you shall not go back to get it. It shall be for the so-
journer, the fatherless, and the widow, that the LORD your God
may bless you in all the work of your hands.

20 When you beat your olive trees, you shall not go over them
again. It shall be for the sojourner, the fatherless, and the wid-
OW.

21 When you gather the grapes of your vineyard, you shall not
strip it afterward. It shall be for the sojourner, the fatherless, and
the widow.

22 You shall remember that you were a slave in the land of
Egypt; therefore I command you to do this.
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It is said that if someone ap—
pealed to God’s judgment
against me, that would be-
come my sin (v. 15). Have you
ever been disrespectful to
others or inflicted injustice on
others?
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Christians are stewards of ev—
erything that God has entrust—
ed to them. Why would God
entrust all of your possessions
to you? For whom and for what
did God entrust those things to
you?
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In 2001, Harvard University launched a campaign called “to find jus—
tice where | am.” This was also known as the “Living Wage Cam-
paign.” This campaign began with about 50 students participating in a
non-violent sit in demonstration. What they demanded was “social
justice.” This lasted for three weeks, and they demanded the univer-
sity pay minimum living wages for 1,000 campus workers. Eventually
Harvard University raised the wages of campus workers. The fight to
guarantee living wages wasn't for the students but it was to assist the
workers to have fair living wages. Social justice wasn't mere ideology
but something to be done and the students at Harvard didn’t turn
their blind eyes from everyday workers on their campus. Harvard
University still is at the frontline to fight for social justice and contin—
ues to lead this movement as one of the leading universities in the
world.
God is righteous and He commands His churches to live out righ-
teousness and justice. The reason we go to church should never be
3|9 AIXIE QJst 7|E to become successful or powerful. If this is the purpose of your faith,
Prayer for Churches & Pastors it would be better to study harder, work harder, and make more con—
Weloisi2iala 8| 3I0I3(CA) nections to expand your network of influence. What is just.ice? To find
NEIOFI0 B0l RT3, WA the answer, you havg to go to t’he Bible and when you fln.d the an-
Si0123], 10lm] ZEHE S5t swer, act on it immediately. That's how you carry out God’s justice.
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The Essence
of Faith Is Gratitude
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Lord. Have Mercy on Us.
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Reading Insight

After the Israelites settled in Canaan, they were commanded to
give thanks to God with their first harvest in the new land. Giv-
ing thanks to God acknowledged God’s sovereignty. Those who
fully obey God’s commands will be given opportunities to give
thanks to God.

J3 Hymn427 Blest Are the Poor in Heart

Meditation * Deuteronomy 26:1-11 ReadingPlan - Deuteronomy 26

1“When you come into the land that the LORD your God is
giving you for an inheritance and have taken possession of it
and liveinit,

2you shall take some of the first of all the fruit of the ground,
which you harvest from your land that the LORD your God
is giving you, and you shall put it in a basket, and you shall
go to the place that the LORD your God will choose, to
make his name to dwell there.

3 And you shall go to the priest who is in office at that time
and say to him, ‘I declare today to the LORD your God that I
have come into the land that the LORD swore to our fathers
to giveus.’

4Then the priest shall take the basket from your hand and set
it down before the altar of the LORD your God.

5 “And you shall make response before the LORD your
God, ‘A wandering Aramean was my father. And he went
down into Egypt and sojourned there, few in number, and
there he became a nation, great, mighty, and populous.

6 And the Egyptians treated us harshly and humiliated us and
laid on us hard labor.

7 Then we cried to the LORD, the God of our fathers, and the
LORD heard our voice and saw our affliction, our toil, and
our oppression.

8 And the LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand
and an outstretched arm, with great deeds of terror, with
signs and wonders.

9 And he brought us into this place and gave us this land, a
land flowing with milk and honey.

10 And behold, now I bring the first of the fruit of the ground,
which you, O LORD, have given me.” And you shall set it
down before the LORD your God and worship before the
LORD your God.

11 And you shall rejoice in all the good that the LORD your
God has given to you and to your house, you, and the Levite,
and the sojourner who is among you.
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Why should believers strive to
keep and obey God’s com—
mands? (vv. 18-19)
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What is the true picture of
thanksgiving that God expects
of those who believe in Him?
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Long ago, when | was an international student in the U.S., like most
international students, tuition and living expenses were overwhelm-
ing. In those days anything tasted so good. McDonald’s Big Mac was
a special food that | treated myself with once a month when | got
paid, and | still can vividly remember the tingling sensation of my taste
buds when | took a bite of the Big Mac. When the first Japanese buf-
fet restaurant opened, my senior pastor took me there for the first
time, and | thought | was in heaven. After that, unlimited meat BBQ
buffet restaurants became common. Eating all you can eat of deli-
cious and expensive meat was amazing. Life in America was amazing
and it felt like the fulfillment of the American dream.

Now | have all the things that | once dreamed of. My family has two
cars which wasn’t normal for most families when | was growing up in
Korea. Every house has computers, laptops, cell phones (in the early
days, brick size cell phones were a symbol of wealth), tablets, etc.
Our quality of life has definitely improved but why aren’'t we happier? |
concluded it is because we are not thankful. If we are not thankful, it

means we are not satisfied. God gives more thankful circumstances
Prayer for Churches & Pastors to those who are grateful. True gratitude and thanksgiving start when

we acknowledge the abundance God has given to us.
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Reading Insight

Moses' third sermon begins from Chapter 27. Immediately after
Moses entered Canaan, he had all the laws written on stone for
the Israelites to remember and obey the rules forever. Moses
commanded his people to recite the twelve curses that would
follow if they disobey God'’s law.

/3 Hymn29 Come Christians Join to Sing

Medtation * Deuteronomy 27:16-26 Reading Pan - Deuiteronomy 27

16“’Cursed be anyone who dishonors his father or his moth-
er.” And all the people shall say, ‘Amen.’

17 **Cursed be anyone who moves his neighbor’s land-
mark.’ And all the people shall say, ‘Amen.’

18 “’Cursed be anyone who misleads a blind man on the
road.” And all the people shall say, ‘Amen.’

19 Cursed be anyone who perverts the justice due to the so-
journer, the fatherless, and the widow.” And all the people
shall say, ‘Amen.’

20 “’Cursed be anyone who lies with his father’s wife, be-
cause he has uncovered his father’s nakedness.” And all the
people shall say, ‘Amen.’

21 “’Cursed be anyone who lies with any kind of animal.’
And all the people shall say, ‘Amen.’

22 “’Cursed be anyone who lies with his sister, whether the
daughter of his father or the daughter of his mother.” And all
the people shall say, ‘Amen.’

23 “’Cursed be anyone who lies with his mother-in-law.’
And all the people shall say, ‘Amen.’

24 Cursed be anyone who strikes down his neighbor in se-
cret.’ And all the people shall say, ‘Amen.’

25 “*Cursed be anyone who takes a bribe to shed innocent
blood.” And all the people shall say, ‘Amen.’

26 “’Cursed be anyone who does not confirm the words
of this law by doing them.” And all the people shall say,
‘Amen.’
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Why were the Israelites told to
build an altar to God with un-
finished stones without using
iron tools and to offer burnt of-
ferings? (vv. 5-6)
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= HHEEl= X3 HAIX|0 OF
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26%)

Why did God make Israel re-
spond with “Amen” after each
of the 12 curses? (vv. 16-26)
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What Covenant Will You Be Fulfilling?
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God separated the 12 tribes of Israel who entered Canaan into
two groups of six, one group standing on Gerizim, the mountain of
blessing, and the other 6 tribes on Ebal, the mountain of curses.
The declaration of the 12 curses emphasizes the essential ele-
ments of the Ten Commandments: love God and love your neigh—
bors. He made it clear that the love for God must be practiced by
loving their neighbors. The curses were repeated over and over to
teach Israel that they should be fully guarded against iniquity.

This covenant didn't only include blessings. Curses were also part
of the covenant. God promised eternal blessings and grace to Israel
for obeying the commandments and laws, but at the same time He
made it clear to Israel that if they disobeyed God, He would bring a
firm curse. Whether to fulfill the covenant of blessing or the cove-
nant of curse depended entirely on Israel. God made it clear to Is—
rael how His law works. The choice now rested with Israel. They
were the people who had to take responsibility for their own choic—
es. How about us? What choices are we making before God?
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Reading Insight

Today’s text tells how obedience and disobedience will result
in blessings or curses and how it will affect the everyday life of
Israel. All blessings and curses were the result of Israel's own
choices.

/3 Hymn368 Heart Longings

Medtation * Deuteronomy 28:1-6, 15-19 Reading Pan - Deuiteronomy 28

1 “And if you faithfully obey the voice of the LORD your
God, being careful to do all his commandments that I com-
mand you today, the LORD your God will set you high
above all the nations of the earth.

2 And all these blessings shall come upon you and overtake
you, if you obey the voice of the LORD your God.

3 Blessed shall you be in the city, and blessed shall you be in
the field.

4 Blessed shall be the fruit of your womb and the fruit of
your ground and the fruit of your cattle, the increase of your
herds and the young of your flock.

5Blessed shall be your basket and your kneading bowl.

6 Blessed shall you be when you come in, and blessed shall
you be when you go out.

15 “But if you will not obey the voice of the LORD your God
or be careful to do all his commandments and his statutes
that I command you today, then all these curses shall come
upon you and overtake you.

16 Cursed shall you be in the city, and cursed shall you be in
the field.

17 Cursed shall be your basket and your kneading bowl.

18 Cursed shall be the fruit of your womb and the fruit of
your ground, the increase of your herds and the young of
your flock.

19 Cursed shall you be when you come in, and cursed shall
you be when you go out.
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o, 012 FAULITE (13-14F)
What and who is the cause of
Israel becoming a tail and not
the head which is contrary to
God'’s promise? (vv. 13-14)
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God commanded the lsraelites
not to worship other gods.
Anything that people love and
value more than God is an idol.
What idol(s) do you currently
serve?
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The words “obedience” and “fulfillment of the covenant” are inextri-
cably linked. When the condition of obedience was fulfilled, God'’s
covenant of blessing was to be fulfilled. Therefore, it is a future con—
ditional tense: when obedience is fully given in the present, the cove-
nant of blessing will be fulfilled in our future. This could mean that in
our present time, we may not fully enjoy God’s covenant of blessing.
“Obedience” and “fulfillment of covenant” indicate that a life will in-
clude portions of strife and anguish. However, God fulfills the cove—
nant of blessing through our obedience amidst the pain and anxieties
of human life. Our life is not easy . There are a lot more things that
don’t go the way we desire. There are more unanswered prayers than
answered prayers. There are many difficulties we face at home, at
work, in business, in school, and in life. Sometimes we feel helpless
and there’s no way out. But when there is no way out, we must re—
member that our God is our rescue. Under any circumstance, if we
give our full obedience to God, God’s promise will be fulfilled.

Deuteronomy 28 has more warnings about curses than blessings. It

3|9 AIXIE QJst 7|E indicates that sometimes our life will be difficult to the point of feeling
Prayer for Churches & Pastors like life is afflicted with a curse. However, in the midst of this, if we
o believe in God’s promises and follow His words, we can be assured
OHRIEIWS], USH(CA) . : .
_ . that the covenant of blessing will surely be fulfilled.
eFw3], 0[S (CA)
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Those Who Participate
in the New Covenant
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Lord, Speak.

Your Servant is Listening
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Reading Insight

God is setting up a covenant with the new generation while in
the land of Moab, as they were about to enter Canaan which
they conquered. Those who will participate in this new covenant
include infants, women, gentiles, and slaves, and all those who
swear to keep God'’s covenant, transcending their social status
and lineage.

/3 Hymn384 All the Way My Savior Leads Me

Meditation * Deuteronomy 29:10-15 Reading Pan - Deuiteronomy 29

10“You are standing today all of you before the LORD your
God: the heads of your tribes, your elders, and your officers,
all the men of Israel,

11 your little ones, your wives, and the sojourner who is in
your camp, from the one who chops your wood to the one
who draws your water,

12 50 that you may enter into the sworn covenant of the
LORD your God, which the LORD your God is making
with you today,

13 that he may establish you today as his people, and that he
may be your God, as he promised you, and as he swore to
your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.

141t is not with you alone that I am making this sworn cove-
nant,

15 but with whoever is standing here with us today before the
LORD our God, and with whoever is not here with us today.
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The elect are the people who
are participating in God’s cov—
enant. What could be more
important to the elect than the
special lineage of being the
chosen people?

L A} 452 SHLEEHIA S|

2EALIR

Are your words, deeds, and life
acceptable to God in order to
be included under His cove-
nants and oaths?
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Someone Who Goes Beyond the Law
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Our relationship with God is not based on “lineage” but on “cove-
nant.” God blesses those who believe in His promises through their
obedience and action to live according to His Word. He also promised
to make them as God’s children when they glorify God. God made a
covenant of blessing if they live a sanctified life in Canaan. He would
give special blessings to the Israglites.

When the early church was being persecuted by Rome, Plinius, the
governor of Judea, sent his report to Roman emperor Trajan. Plinius
was a Roman statesman and he reported that the spiritual and ethical
life of the early secret Christian society was admirable. This was after
his careful examination of Christian communities. He said “they live
above the law.” As Christianity settled in Roman society, Christians
were regarded as a symbol of honesty, trust, holiness, and purity.
Having said that, in this day and age, does the identity of a Christian
symbolize honesty and credibility? Sadly, the image of the Korean
church reflected in the American immigrant society is that “the peo—
ple who go to the church are even worse, and they are busy quarrel-
ing and boasting about money whenever they get together.” Isn’t this
our honest self—portrayal? Those who participate in God’s covenant
must have holiness to be set apart from the world.
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Reading Insight

Even though Israelites are the chosen people, their disobe—
dience will result in judgment. However, if they repent, the
covenant will be restored. God’s Word is clear and easy to
understand. Disobedience brings judgment, repentance brings
restoration, and obedience brings prosperity and blessings.

/3 Hymn449 Trust and Obey

Medtation * Deuteronomy 30:15-20 Reading Pian - Deuteronomy 30

15“See, I have set before you today life and good, death and
evil.

16 [f you obey the commandments of the LORD your God
that I command you today, by loving the LORD your God,
by walking in his ways, and by keeping his commandments
and his statutes and his rules, then you shall live and multi-
ply, and the LORD your God will bless you in the land that
you are entering to take possession of it.

17 But if your heart turns away, and you will not hear, but are
drawn away to worship other gods and serve them,

18 ] declare to you today, that you shall surely perish. You
shall not live long in the land that you are going over the Jor-
dan to enter and possess.

191 call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that
I have set before you life and death, blessing and curse.
Therefore choose life, that you and your offspring may live,

20 Joving the LORD your God, obeying his voice and hold-
ing fast to him, for he is your life and length of days, that you
may dwell in the land that the LORD swore to your fathers,
to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them.”
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What are the consequences of
our choices that God has given
us? (vv. 15, 19)
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What are the worldly tempta—
tions that turn my heart away
from God?
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A Moment’s Choice Determines 10 Years
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“Life is a traveler's road.” “Life is unfinished.” These phrases are of—
ten used to define life. However, “life is a series of choices” is proba—
bly the most accurate description of life. People are always faced with
situations where they have to make decisions. People not only have
to make decisions on important matters regarding marriage, employ—
ment, and immigration but also on simple matters regarding shop—
ping, dining, and daily work. “A moment’s choice determines 10
years” was a catch—phrase of one electronic company. It means that
a right choice leads to a right result. You won't regret using good
judgment for small or big matters.

God requires us to make a clear decision before God. “Will you be—
come a person who commits the sin of not praying or be the one
who prays?” “Will you follow God’s Word and live obediently or de-
stroy the church?” “Will you be the one that leads or that gets
dragged here and there?” He is asking you to choose whether you
want to live a distinguished life as a Christian or to become assimilat—
ed into the world. God has set before us “life, blessing, death, and
woe.” We are the one to make a decision. And it is up to us to take
responsibility for the consequences our choices bring.
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Lord, Speak.

Your Servant is Listening
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Reading Insight

If Joshua, the new leader of Israel, proceeds to obey God’s
words and commandments, God promises to walk in front of
the Israelites and prepare the way for them.

3 Hymn312 If Thou but Suffer God to Guide Thee

Meditation * Deuteronomy 31:1-8 Reading Pan - Deuteronomy 31

1So Moses continued to speak these words to all Israel.

2 And he said to them, “Tam 120 years old today. I am no lon-
ger able to go out and come in. The LORD has said to me,
“You shall not go over this Jordan.’

3 The LORD your God himself will go over before you. He
will destroy these nations before you, so that you shall dis-
possess them, and Joshua will go over at your head, as the
LORD has spoken.

4 And the LORD will do to them as he did to Sihon and Og,
the kings of the Amorites, and to their land, when he de-
stroyed them.

5 And the LORD will give them over to you, and you shall
do to them according to the whole commandment that I have
commanded you.

6 Be strong and courageous. Do not fear or be in dread of
them, for it is the LORD your God who goes with you. He
will not leave you or forsake you.”

7 Then Moses summoned Joshua and said to him in the sight
of all Israel, “Be strong and courageous, for you shall go
with this people into the land that the LORD has sworn to
their fathers to give them, and you shall put them in posses-
sion ofit.

81t is the LORD who goes before you. He will be with you;
he will not leave you or forsake you. Do not fear or be dis-
mayed.”

s 202
U= Xt| A0iA SHIES Ot
USE 26HILIIR (6-7E)
What kind of faith does God
require in the life of a believer?
(w. 6-7)
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0|2= AL 3, 6, 8X)
Why shouldn't God’s people
be afraid of any hardships in
life? (vv. 3, 6, 8)
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God is with us in every moment of our lives and goes before us.
Looking back on our memories, how many challenges have we
faced? We have been through times when we wanted to die and
been through pains that felt worse than death. How many times
have we wondered when this pain and sorrow will end? We have
experienced times where pain caused by work, family, health, fi-
nancial situations, relationships with others, and faith was so ex—
treme that we fell and didn’t have strength to stand back up. Look—
ing back, we can recall many moments when “Oh, | almost died!”
came out of our mouths. We have overcome so many difficulties,
and it is a blessing that we are still alive. Being able to open our
eyes in the morning and breathe is proof that we are alive and that
God has blessed us with a new life today. All of this is proof that
God is before us, that He prepares and secures our path.

God does not always seem fair. Who am | for Him to pour such
blessings on me? God was not fair to the Canaanites that were
conquered by the Israelites. We are the chosen ones, living with
God'’s generous grace. It is not fair that we are receiving such
grace.
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the Only Way to Life
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Reading Insight

Through the prophecy of Moses declaring judgment against
Israel’s disobedience and betrayal, he also warns against Israel’s
disobedience and reveals that turning against sin to obey God
is the only way to life. Even Moses could not enter Canaan as
punishment for his transgression and had to die in the wilder-
ness.

/3 Hymn379 Lead, Kindly Light

Meditation * Deuteronomy 32:45-52 ReadingPlan - Deuteronomy 32

45 And when Moses had finished speaking all these words to
all Israel,

46 he said to them, “Take to heart all the words by which I
am warning you today, that you may command them to your
children, that they may be careful to do all the words of this
law.

47 For it is no empty word for you, but your very life, and by
this word you shall live long in the land that you are going
over the Jordan to possess.”

48 That very day the LORD spoke to Moses,

49 “Go up this mountain of the Abarim, Mount Nebo, which
is in the land of Moab, opposite Jericho, and view the land of
Canaan, which I am giving to the people of Israel for a pos-
session.

50 And die on the mountain which you go up, and be gath-
ered to your people, as Aaron your brother died in Mount
Hor and was gathered to his people,

51because you broke faith with me in the midst of the people
of Israel at the waters of Meribah-kadesh, in the wilderness
of Zin, and because you did not treat me as holy in the midst
of the people of Israel.

52 For you shall see the land before you, but you shall not go
there, into the land that I am giving to the people of Israel.”

M A
Uz 202
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Why did Israel's glory fail in the
Promised Land of Canaan?

(vv. 46-47)

StLIEHAME 7HLeto] S0171X|
Xole ZMY £33 St 0]A
2O A O WSS FA|TIR} 31
SN?

What lesson did God want to
teach the Israelites through the
death of Moses?
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Guarantee of the Covenant of Eternal Blessing

Q2T HEAF AZO| SRA=AED S W30 ME3A SFSt 8=
O 718E Y2t H0| AASUCE & ol S017h 2L TR ALZO|
HMAOAN Sol2 2E22 A0 AL, 0IHS0| I20A
£ MR O AHASUC S8 i THE RS Yrloks F0IE 7t
MEH ML ets HYU=AIES HH|, O] 22 AH0| W3S
CHU7| 2ol S X|40F SICHH At2t2| el LI T g
8IS SICL, X7| Lol SAGHHE W3|S § 0|4 LIRX| UBLICE
T O TAE 7HEE dYoto] IEHS 0K S AALS Sk oh=C
HH TAEH0| 22 o E 7HX1 0L ME0| S2HECHAM, A=
=0] 20I= &= HA| Zop |0 XIg &8 HOOF of UL oh= 20|
UsH.

7+ 288t 42718 W F0I9t &2 ofLt= LS| k= 20|
22[9f AU ZFO0| OFNQ? SHAEHO| TS0t = =52 ZiH
=30[Lt, f27t otz =52 UL, Moy 25U oiLE0l
FAS FAIH L FRRIVIE otCts ‘ZUR =F0(4, 0= M
TH= =5 = X2 1 02 ZRtoits ‘Mo &F0l2t= A
ULIC &=FC| HiiH MRl SitE0l fUS EOIAIE YU, ot

LIEHM 23S TEOIIE, 0 TES StAIE 22 [2= 0|

=30/H, 1 £50| Falet £=9| 49| 2F0| FLICH

=l

rol

Long time ago, when | was a junior pastor, a senior pastor and |
visited the house of a member who recently registered with the
church. When we entered the house, we saw that the whole
house was covered with wine bottles from all over the world. He
was proud of the decorations. The senior pastor recommended
that he decorate the house with other things instead of wine bot—
tles. He replied that he would not go to church if he had to put
away his wine bottles. He kept his word and never came back to
church after that. When | visited another deacon’s house, the dea—
con brought out an alcoholic drink and declared he cannot eat with—
out drinking.

That we are unable to even give up our hobbies for our faith re—
flects the poor state of our faith. The type of obedience God com-
manded us is an absolute obedience. However, what we are doing
is conditional and limited obedience. Conditional obedience is when
we are willing to do something for Him if God is willing to do some-
thing for us. Limited obedience is when we are only willing to go so
far within our comfort zone for Him but not beyond that. However,
absolute obedience is based on the notion that we do “whatever
God says.” Obedience is following whatever God says, and that
obedience is the covenant of eternal blessing.
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Reading Insight

Before his death, Moses blessed the twelves tribes of Israel
and foretold their future. Israel had to proclaim God’s glory by
becoming an outstanding tribe with God’s power and blessing.

/3 Hymnb552 When the Morning Breaks Anew

Meditation * Deuteronomy 33:26-29 Readingan - Deuteronomy 33-34

26 “There is none like God, O Jeshurun, who rides through
the heavens to your help, through the skies in his majesty.

27 The eternal God is your dwelling place, and underneath
are the everlasting arms. And he thrust out the enemy before
you and said, Destroy.

28 So Israel lived in safety, Jacob lived alone, in a land of
grain and wine, whose heavens drop down dew.

29 Happy are you, O Israel! Who is like you, a people saved
by the LORD, the shield of your help, and the sword of your
triumph! Your enemies shall come fawning to you, and you
shall tread upon their backs.”

=]
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A= o|AZtAS “0>270|2}
HEM 55t JYSLICH (5, 26
H) ‘029 £2 FAULIIR
Moses calls Israel “Jeshurun’
and blesses them. What does
“Jeshurun” mean? (vv. 5,26)

StLIEMA Q| SHIE X2
HEl IS0 FA= F52 22X
ALI7IR (29%)

What blessings does God give
to those who are set apart as
righteous and upright? (v. 29)
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God called Canaanite-speaking Israel “Jeshurun.” “Jeshurun”
means the righteous and the upright, which is used to call the Isra—
elites in a glorious way. After the conguest of Canaan, Israel had to
prosper to testify to the blessing God gives to those set apart as
holy and just. God expected the people around Canaan to witness
God'’s glory, power, and encouragement through Israel. God want-
ed to show blessing and grace through Israel. Israel now had to be
a witness to reveal the living God.

God gave the same mission and responsibility to the chosen
Christians. Rev. Billy Graham once said, “We are the Bibles the
world is reading; We are the creeds the world is needing; We are
the sermons the world is heeding.” Just as Israel had to reveal the
glory and power of God through the conquest of Canaan, we must
also settle in the world as Christians who conguer and change the
fallen world. That is the fulfillment of the covenant that God gave to
Abraham, the ancestor of Israel, “You will be blessed” (Gen 12:2).
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How can we participate into church planting projects for Nehemiah project?

o 71H0f|A i ERILICE, You may give as afamily.
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The First Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage Deuteronomy 2:1-9, 17-19

God Is Faithful to His Promises

©

Encamped Along the Hills of Light
Standing on the Promises
| am Thine, O Lord, | Have Heard Thy Voice

m Opening Discussion

Do you believe that God will surely complete His promises in His time?

m Understanding today’s passage

God commanded the Israglites to go into the land of Canaan and conquer it. God promised
Abraham and Isaac, the ancestors of the Isragelites that God will give the land of Canaan to the

Israelites and He kept his promise a couple of hundred years later. The promise was finally
completed after 40 years in the wilderness following the exodus from Egypt and arriving at
Mount Sinai. God also remembered the covenant with Esau, the brother of Israel and Lot, and
He gave the lands to the descendants of the Moabites and Edomites. This proved that the
promises of God go beyond the limits of time and space and His promises are surely complet-
ed forevery person.

It took 38 years just to make an attempt to enter the land of Canaan after the time when the
Israelites blamed and disobeyed God by the negative reports from the spies at Kadesh-Bar-
nea. This is the result of the behaviors among the Israelites who did not fully trust and obey
God. If the Israelites trusted God's will and power and fully obeyed God, they could have
conguered the Canaanites in 2 years. However, after witnessing how big and strong the Ca-
naanites were and how their fortresses were solid and strong, the Israelites felt defeated and
discouraged. They blamed God that they would never be able to defeat the Canaanites. The
Israelites talked among themselves that they would be totally destroyed by the Canaanites
and that they would rather die in the middle of the wilderness instead of being killed by the
Canaanites as they engage in battle. God let the predictions of the Israelites come true as
they spoke it. Their fear, anticipation, and blame made it happen. As result, no one in the first
generation of the exodus who was over 20 years old except Caleb and Joshua survived and
entered the land of Canaan. However, after 38 years, the new generation of the Israelites
developed a deeper faith that God will definitely complete His promises no matter what. Their
absolute faith in God made the impossible possible.
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Small Group Discussion Guides for January

God is faithful, true to Himself, and always sincere in His promises. Therefore, the promise
God made with you will definitely be completed. However, we have to remember that the
promise of God will be done in God's own willand God's own way.

We want God’s promise to be completed in our time, in our favorite ways, and in our antici-
pated processes. We assume that it should be completed how we believe and how we pray.
However the promise of God is completed in God'’s time, God's favored ways, and the best
methods of God’s anticipation. It would be the best blessing and grace to witness how God'’s
promise is completed in God’s own ways since God’s will, power, and authority are tran-
scended over human's. Even though it took over 40 years, God'’s promise on conquering the
land of Canaan is completed. It was the best time for the Isragelites to conquer the Canaanites.
Let us trust that God surely keeps his promises in the best time and best ways.

m Into the Word

1. What are the reasons for believers to not worry about anything in any situation? (v. 7)

2. How did God prove that He is faithful with His promises in other matters for the Israelites
along with the conquering of the Canaanites? (vv. 5,9,19)
m Into our life

1. Have you ever received answers to your prayers after faithfully enduring for along time?

2. Do you anticipate God’s blessings and grace to be completed in God’s ways and time or in
your ways and time?

m Memory Verse Deuteronomy 2:7

For the Lord, your God has blessed you in all the work of your hands. He knows you're going
through this great wilderness. These forty years the Lord your God has been with you. You
have lacked nothing.”

m Sharing with your children

1. Canyou wait and keep praying to God even in the times when the answer to your prayers is
delayed?

2. Do you believe that all the promised blessings of God in the Bible would be completed in
God's time?



The Second Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage Deuteronomy 4:1-13

Whatever You Say

)

Come to the Saviour, Make no Delay
Whosoever Heareth, Shout, Shout the Sound
Down in the Valley Where the Mists of Doubt Arise

m Opening Discussion

Between the laws and rules of the world and God’s laws and commands, which is more im-
portant to you? Which one do you prefer to follow?

m Understanding today’s passage

This text is the conclusion of the first of three farewell sermons that Moses delivered right
before his entry into Canaan. It refers to the blessings that were given when they obeyed
God's commands. Moses instructs the Israelites to obey God's law that becomes the source
of power and authority to make Israel a great and powerful nation.

God's law for Israel was to provide God's special providence to bless and prosper Israel. Set-
ting apart Israel to be a holy chosen nation that worships and obeys God was to let all nations
fear God and let all nations know that He is the true one and holy God. Therefore, the law was
the foundation and guidance for the lives of the Isragelites. God’s laws were their duty and re-
sponsibility to keep and obey.

The relationship between God and man is simple. It is a relationship where God commands
and humans obey. But aren’t we obedient only to what we can accept when it falls under our
common sense and logic? It means that the limits of obedience are set. We justify that even
God must not deviate from common sense and rational thinking.

And it means my common sense and rationality and the standard of living are more import-
ant than God’s will, right? In the Bible, there are many promises of God’s blessings, namely,
the covenant of a blessing. However, it is clear that God's covenant of a blessing sets a clear
boundary of obedience. “Whatever God says,” must be obeyed. There is no negotiation
outside this condition. Whatever God says, directs, or commands, God'’s covenant must be
fulfilled according to God’s words, direction and order regardless of your logic, situations,
emotions, and volition.

Conquering Canaan required absolute obedience. It was because the conquest of Canaan
was impossible with the power and strength of man. However, the conquest of Canaan was
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something God had already planned, and it was the path that God led with His power. There-
fore, Israel had to absolutely obey God who was leading them. Our lives are entirely in the
hands of God. If we truly believe and trust in God, all we have to do is obey “whatever God
says.”

m Into the Word

1. What s the standard of obedience that God requires of his people? (v. 2)

2. What was God's blessing to Israel who kept the law? (vv. 1,6)

m Into our life

1. Among God’s commands, what are some things you can obey and some things you cannot
obey?

2. Which do you trust more and make it as your living standard: your common sense, your
knowledge, or the Word of God?

m Memory Verse Deuteronomy 4:2

Do not add or subtract from the words | command you, but keep the commandments of the
LORD your God that | give you.

m Sharing with your children

1. Do you believe that anything can be accomplished if God speaks and commands it?

2. Canyou obey whatever God says?
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The Third Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage Deuteronomy 12:1-3, 29-32

You Cannot Serve Two Masters

)

O Worship The King All Glorious Above
Jesus, My Lord to Thee | Cry
To Jesus Who Redeemed Me My life, My Love | Give to Thee

m Opening Discussion

We confess that we love God. But do you really love God wholeheartedly?

m Understanding today’s passage

After conquering the Canaanites and entering into Canaan, God commanded the Israelites to
destroy all idols that had filled the land with sin and that had polluted the land. Canaan was a
land of blessings flowing with milk and honey that God had promised to give to Israel through
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. God wanted this land to flow with God’s good ‘milk and honey’.
When the land was filled with His righteousness, the abundance and blessings from God
were to overflow in the land. Therefore, in order to have Canaan become a righteous nation
ruled by God, all detestable idols and sins had to be eradicated in advance.

After Israel conquered Canaan, they had to get rid of all idols that could turn Israel's hearts
away from God and remove all the sinful elements that would tempt them. God said that
nothing should be more precious and be more loved than God, and there cannot be human
laws that take precedence over God's commandments. You cannot serve God and the world
at the same time. Just as a servant cannot serve two masters, so those who believed in God
could value nothing more than God. Obeying God's commandments and laws had to be the
top priority in life.

For humans, it is impossible to love and treat people or things the same. There is a Korean
expression regarding the love of their children. There are no differentials between any chil-
dren as all ten fingers feel the same pain if it gets bitten. But the intensity of the pain for each
finger could be different. There are definitely children who are more sympathetic than other
children. There are certain things that you value more and love more than a particular some-
thing. Likewise, not all people will receive God's love because there will be people who reject
God's love. Those who love God, obey His Word wholeheartedly and act according to His
Word, God considers them special and He values them. Jesus says: “No man can serve two
masters; either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and
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despise the other, for ye cannot serve both God and riches” (Matthew 6:24). As Christians,
we cannot serve both God and the world. | am not saying the world and wealth are horrible. As
Christ-followers, our God should be honored and feared above all things and His name should
be glorified. We ought to acknowledge all wealth is entrusted to me by God and | should use
it to give glory to God. Those who love God the most will be loved by God, and those who
exalt God the most will be exalted by God. It is a clear fact that God loves those who love Him.
Therefore, it should be our deepest desire to live as a child of God.

m Into the Word

1. What were the commandments and ordinances that Israel had to keep in Canaan for the
rest of their lives as the highest priority for them? (vv. 1-3)

2. Why did God tell Israel to destroy idols as the first thing they ought to do when they entered
Canaan? (vv. 29-31)

m Into our life

1. If there is something you love and value more than God, it is an idol. What is your idol that
you serve?

2. Do you love and honor God wholeheartedly, or is God for your convenience when you are
desperate orin need?

m Memory Verse Deuteronomy 12:32

Be careful to do all these words that | am commanding you, and you must not add to them or
take away from them.

[ sharing with your children

1. Canyou love God above all things?

2. Canyou promise in your prayer that you will obey the Word of God and live accordingly?



The Fourth Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage Deuteronomy 20:10-20

Spiritual War of Israel

©

Encamped Along the Hills of Light
They That Wait upon the Lord
There's a Royal Banner

m Opening Discussion

Is it your utmost value and goal to reveal the glory of God and lift up the name of Jesus Christ?

m Understanding today’s passage

God gave regulations of war to Israel in order to conquer the land of Canaan. The campaign of
Canaan’s conquest was supposed to be a holy war to establish a nation where the righteous-
ness of God prevailed. Israel, however, should not have done unrighteous things disgracing
the justice of God even if Israel won the war by defeating the enemies. Therefore, this war
was not an easy one which is why Israel sought the will of God as well as the help of God. That
is the very reason why the spiritual war of Christians is difficult. There are many situations that
obscure whether something is right or wrong. There is a time for us to give in to things which
surely would be for my benefit. There is a time for us to be criticized even if we did the right
thing. There is a time for us to give up things for someone else even if we desperately need
them. There is a time for us to turn things down even if we have irresistible opportunities.
There is a time for us to do things even if we don't want to. Because of the difficulty of our
spiritual war, even though we must win this war, we always have to seek God’s will and help.
In general, the word “fight” has a negative connotation. God, however, gave Israel the strict
commandment to fight. Fighting is not good. Then why did God ask his chosen people to be
fighters? It is because fighting is not always bad. That is, there is a good war. 1 Timothy 6:12
explains this as “the good fight of the faith.” The good fight of Israel’s faith was the proclama-
tion of the desolation of those enemies against God, the unchangeable truth of the victory to
those following and obeying God’s will, and the absolute truth of God’s reign with righteous-
ness.

We have to fight the good fight of the faith to be Christians witnessing God’s justice. This
fight is the fight that we must absolutely win to protect our faith in the name of God. There
are events where we must fight the good fight of faith such as fighting against those who
keep us from praying to God and reading the Bible, fighting lust of the flesh, fighting against
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the lure of money, fighting against hate and jealousy, fighting against arrogance and greed,
fighting against an unforgiving mind, and fighting against injustice. Let’s get the victory of the
good fight. Because it is difficult for us to win regardless of the good fight, we must fight the
spiritual war with the faith of God’s promise to be with us and with dependence on God'’s will.
Itis the flag of lifting the glory of God and the name of Jesus that we must raise in our spiritual
war. If the goal of our spiritual war is lifting the glory of God and the name of Jesus Christ and
building up the virtue of believers, God will give us victory and use us as a precious means of
revealing the glory of God.

[ intothe Word

1. Why did God command Israel to destroy the Canaanites completely, even if he allowed the
peace treaty with the peoples outside the land of Canaan? (20:17-18)

2. What must be the standard of deeds and rules of conduct in the Christian spiritual war?
(20:17)

m Into our life

1. What do I, as a Christian, have to eliminate completely in order to fight the spiritual war in
the world?

2. Am I living for either the glory of God or for my glory, my satisfaction, and my pleasure?

m Memory Verse Deuteronomy 20:17

But you shall devote them to complete destruction, the Hittites and the Amorites, the Ca-
naanites and the Perizzites, the Hivites and the Jebusites, as the Lord your God has com-
manded.

m Sharing with your children

1. When my thoughts and God'’s words are different, can | obey God’s will?

2. Am I willing to give up what | like for God's sake?



The fifth Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage Deuteronomy 28:1-6, 15-19

Consequences of Obedience

and Disobedience

)

Hear Longings
Trust and Obey
Are Ye Able, Said the Master

m Opening Discussion

What are the worldly temptations that cause my heart to turn away from God even though |
know I must obey God’s Word?

m Understanding today’s passage

Israel was able to decide for themselves their future before God. God has made Israel’s fu-
ture in Canaan dependent upon Israel themselves. While He made it clear that blessings are
the result of obedience and curses the result of disobedience, He said that all blessings and
curses will be given as a result of Israel’s choices. Identity and status do not always guarantee
blessing and salvation. Even if Israel was a distinct chosen people, their disobedience would
have brought judgment. God’s Word was clear and easy to understand. The result of disobe—-
dience was judgment, and the fruits of obedience were prosperity and blessing.

The words “obedience” and “fulfillment of the covenant” are inseparable. The condition of
obedience must be fulfilled so that the covenant of God's blessing will be fulfilled in our fu-
ture. Thus, these words become a conditional future tense. The condition of obedience in the
present must be satisfied, so that the covenant of blessing can be fulfilled in our future. Amid
the pain and anxiety of human life, God fulfills the covenant of blessing through obedience.
Our life is not easy. There are far more things that don't happen than things that go according
to our will. There are more prayers not answered than those answered even if we pray. We
don't know how many times the difficulties we face in our homes, at work, in our businesses,
in our studies, and in our lives seem insurmountable. \We are blocked on all sides and there
is no exit. But when there is no way out, we must rely on God for the only way out. Because
in any circumstance, through absolute obedience to God, | fulfill the covenant that God has
promised me. People always face a situation in which they have to choose something. Not
only are you in the midst of life’s major events such as going to school, employment, marriage,
immigration, but also shopping, eating, and working — you always have to make day-to—day
choices. In this way, when you make clear decisions and judgments about everything big and
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small, and choose the right one, you won't regret it. God also asks us to make clear choices
before Him. “Will you become one who prays or a sinner who rests in prayer?” “Will you follow
the Word of God and live in obedience to it, or will you chase after the world and pursue the
joy and pleasure of the world?” “Will you be a church-builder or a church-destroyer?” “Will
you be the one who leads others or the one who is dragged around by others?” God asks us to
choose between living the life set aside as the one who'is called by God or being a person who
is conformed to the world in compromise. God has placed “life, blessing, death, and curse”
before me. The choice is simple. It is an alternative between obedience according to God'’s
Will or disobedience to live according to my life and my will. Choice is in my hand. And I have to
be responsible for the consequences of that choice.

m Into the Word
1. What has God placed as conditions and consequences of the choice before Israel?

(28:1,15)

2. Is there anything I think has been unfairly given to me in the present that are the conse-
quences of right choices in my past?
m Into our life

1. The blessings and curses of my life are given only as a result of the choices | have made. As
a result of my choices, will | be blessed with salvation and eternal life, or will | be rebuked
anddisciplined? Let’s be honest with ourselves.

2. Is there anything you think that the results of the right choices in my past have now been
given to me unfairly?
m Memory Verse Deuteronomy 28:1

And if you faithfully obey the voice of the Lord your God, being careful to do all his command-
ments that | command you today, the Lord your God will set you high above all the nations of
the earth.

[ sharing with your children

1. Do you believe that God knows everything | have said and done and will repay me exactly as
I have done?

2. Is God always fair and fair to me, or is He unfair?
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MISSIONARY
OF THE MONTH

Advance : #3022322

Country : Switzerland

Serving At : World Council of Churches

Home Country : United States of America, North America

Kim, Jin Y.

The Rev. Dr. Jin Y. Kim is a missionary with the United Methodist Gen-
eral Board of Global Ministries serving as the Coordinator of Pilgrimage of
Justice and Peace of the World Council of Churches, based in Geneva,
Switzerland. He was commissioned in the Spring of 2017.

At its 10th Assembly in Busan, South Korea, in 2013, the World Council
initiated a Pilgrimage of Justice and Peace for the long-divided Korean
peninsula. This was given organizational form in 2016. Dr. Kim coordi-
nates a series of pilgrim teams that visit churches in the region to promote
justice and peace. Peace and reunification in Korea are long-standing
mission goals of The United Methodist Church and its mission agency,
Global Ministries.

Dr. Kim is an ordained elder in the Northern Illinois Annual Conference
and pastored the Creston/Steward United Methodist Church in Steward,
Illinois from late 2011 to mid-2017. He also served as an auxiliary faculty
member in Old Testament Studies in the 2016-2017 academic year at the
Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago.

He is a native of South Korea, born in Busan, and did his undergraduate
college work there at Busan Union Theological Seminary and earned the
Master of Divinity degree from Hanshin Graduate Theological School in




Seoul. After three years in the Presbyterian pastorate in Korea, he came to
the United States to pursue advanced studies in theology and Old Testa-
ment. He earned a Master of Art in Theological Studies degree from the
McCormick Theological Seminary, Chicago, and Master of Theology and
Doctor of Philosophy degrees from the Lutheran School of Theology at
Chicago.

His ecumenical background has strongly equipped him for his role at
the World Council of Churches and his work in Korea. “I was ordained in a
Korean Presbyterian church; I went to a Lutheran seminary, and now [ am
a Methodist minister,” he says. “The Presbyterian Church in the Republic
of Korea has continued to develop a prophetic stance in its understanding
of the church and its mission in the Korean society, such as urban minis-
try, social justice, and reunification of Korea. So, I became interested in
the ministry of social justice and peace in Korea.”

Dr. Kim says he was drawn to The United Methodist Church and ordina-
tion because of its strong emphasis on mission. ‘I came to understand,” he
says, ‘that Methodists are nothing but the people of mission.” The second
son with two brothers and a sister, Dr. Kim's family was poor and not Chris-
tian in his childhood, except for his mother and himself. He suffered from
low self-esteem prior to his baptism into Christ. In baptism, ‘T heard the
good news that God claimed me: You are beloved, you're precious, and you
are worthy.” “He was also estranged from his father in his youth, but became
reconciled before his father’s death and after the father's own baptism.

“I believe that God has called me to participate in God's mission beyond
the local church through my ecumenical engagement,” Dr. Kim says. ‘I
want to challenge myself by getting out of the comfort zone, and I want to
continue to grow in the holiness of heart and life. God will continue to call
me to join the healing stream of God’s love, peace and justice.” Dr. Kim is
married to the Rev. Kyeong-Ah Woo, also a United Methodist missionary.
The couple has a young child, Micah Kim.

Contactinfo : Jkim@umcmission.org
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