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eating your Word 54 9] ¥&-& 9Ql11
praying to you, ='d 7| o=

will have a fellowship with you.
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Could you not watch with me one hour?
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Reading Insight

Upon choosing Joshua as the successor to Moses, God com—
manded him to enter the Promised Land. God then encouraged
Joshua so that he could fuffill his responsibilities and command-
ed him to meditate upon and keep the laws.

/3 Hymn347 We Are Bound for Canaan Land

Meditation * Joshua 1:1-9

1 After the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, the
LORD said to Joshua the son of Nun, Moses’ assistant,

Reading Plan - JOshua 1

2 “Moses my servant is dead. Now therefore arise, go over
this Jordan, you and all this people, into the land that I am
giving to them, to the people of Israel.

3 Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I have
given to you, just as I promised to Moses.

4 From the wilderness and this Lebanon as far as the great
river, the river Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites to the
Great Sea toward the going down of the sun shall be your
territory.

5 No man shall be able to stand before you all the days of
your life. Just as I was with Moses, so I will be with you. I
will not leave you or forsake you.

6 Be strong and courageous, for you shall cause this people
to inherit the land that [ swore to their fathers to give them.

7 Only be strong and very courageous, being careful to do
according to all the law that Moses my servant command-
ed you. Do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, that
you may have good success wherever you go.

8 This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth,
but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may
be careful to do according to all that is written in it. For then
you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have
good success.

2 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous.
Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the LORD
your God is with you wherever you go.”
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What was God’s solution for

Joshua who was terrified?

(1:7-9)
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What kind of spiritual leader—
ship do you have within your
family, church and workplace?
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Upon the death of the great leader Moses, no one was able to fill
his shoes and the position was given to Joshua. His first task was
“to enter the Promised Land.” That land was the promise of God
that began with Abraham and continued with Isaac, Jacob, and
Moses and remained unchanged. Though Joshua already experi—
enced the work of God and the grace of God through Moses,
Joshua's fear was internal rather than external. “Can | really lead
these people well?” was his concern and worry. God’s response to
him was, “Be strong and courageous, and do not be terrified.” This
message was intended to prepare the Israelites for war against
seven tribes in Canaan, but it also was the basic Word of God de—
manding obedience to and stronger trust in God.

“Obey all the law my servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it
to the right or to the left.” We must know that God is the one who
placed us here. We must know that the war belongs to God, and
Canaan is not up to us to take but is given by God. The world is full
of people who have forgotten the grace of God but we must know
that all things come from God. | hope that we accept them with
thanksgiving and confess that all things are given through the grace
of God.
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Reading Insight

Two spies who entered Jericho faced danger but were helped
by the prostitute Rahab and safely returned to their camp. Ra—-
hab implored them to save her family out of worldly despair and
the spies promised to save her family.

/3 Hymn217 Give Me Thy Heart

Meditation » Joshua 2:8—14

8 Before the men lay down, she came up to them on the roof

Reading Plan - JOshua 2

92 and said to the men, “T know that the LORD has given you
the land, and that the fear of you has fallen upon us, and that
all the inhabitants of the land melt away before you.

10 For we have heard how the LORD dried up the water of
the Red Sea before you when you came out of Egypt, and
what you did to the two kings of the Amorites who were be-
yond the Jordan, to Sihon and Og, whom you devoted to de-
struction.

11 And as soon as we heard it, our hearts melted, and there
was no spirit left in any man because of you, for the LORD
your God, he is God in the heavens above and on the earth
beneath.

12 Now then, please swear to me by the LORD that, as [ have
dealt kindly with you, you also will deal kindly with my fa-
ther’s house, and give me a sure sign

13 that you will save alive my father and mother, my brothers
and sisters, and all who belong to them, and deliver our lives
from death.”

14 And the men said to her, “Our life for yours even to death!
If you do not tell this business of ours, then when the LORD
gives us the land we will deal kindly and faithfully with

tL)

you.
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What was the result after the
spies shared the entire story of
Rahab? (6:17)
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Have you ever experienced the
work of God due to the con-
fession of faith in your life?
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The Confession of Faith Enabled the First Step Forward
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Joshua dispatched two spies to Jericho where they met the prosti—
tute Rahab and received great help from her. Hence, Rahab was a
very special woman to the spies, but Rahab is also a special woman
to us. Why special? Let’s look at her confessions. “I know that the
LORD has given this land to you--.. When we heard of it, our hearts
melted:- for the LORD your God is God in heaven above and on the
earth below.” One more example. The genealogy of Jesus is men—
tioned in Matthew 1:5, “Salmon the father of Boaz, whose mother
was Rahab.” In other words, Rahab was the great grandmother of
King David. Thus we know, through this woman, how deep and sub-
tle the plan of salvation and the providence of God is.

Do you remember the incident 40 years earlier at Kadesh Barnea?
At that time spies spent 40 days in Canaan but most of them did not
confess with faith which is why Israel could not enter the Promised
Land. But this time only two spies spent 3 days in hiding and returned
to report. “I know that the LORD has given this land to you so that all
who live in this country are melting in fear because of you.” After this
confession of faith, God finally allowed the Israelites to take a step
forward. Faced with war against the Canaanites, what the Israelites
needed was faith. What would happen to Israel that was moving for—
ward with faith?
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People Crossed
the Jordan
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Reading Insight

Joshua arrived at the Jordan River with the people of Israel. As
soon as the priests who were carrying the Ark of Covenant set
their feet in the Jordan, its waters flowing downstream were
cut off and piled up in a heap. Everyone crossed the Jordan on
dry ground.

3 Hymn432 With Christ as My Pilot

Meditation  Joshua 3:7-17

7The LORD said to Joshua, “Today I will begin to exalt you
in the sight of all Israel, that they may know that, as I was
with Moses, so [ will be with you.

8 And as for you, command the priests who bear the ark of
the covenant, “When you come to the brink of the waters of
the Jordan, you shall stand still in the Jordan.””

2 And Joshua said to the people of Israel, “Come here and
listen to the words of the LORD your God.”

10 And Joshua said, “Here is how you shall know that the liv-
ing God is among you and that he will without fail drive out
from before you the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Hivites, the
Perizzites, the Girgashites, the Amorites, and the Jebusites.

11 Behold, the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the earth
is passing over before you into the Jordan.

12 Now therefore take twelve men from the tribes of Israel,
from each tribe a man.

13 And when the soles of the feet of the priests bearing the
ark of the LORD, the Lord of all the earth, shall rest in the
waters of the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan shall be cut off
from flowing, and the waters coming down from above shall
stand in one heap.”

14 So when the people set out from their tents to pass over the
Jordan with the priests bearing the ark of the covenant be-
fore the people,

15 and as soon as those bearing the ark had come as far as
the Jordan, and the feet of the priests bearing the ark were
dipped in the brink of the water (now the Jordan overflows
allits banks throughout the time of harvest),

16 the waters coming down from above stood and rose up in
a heap very far away, at Adam, the city that is beside Zare-
than, and those flowing down toward the Sea of the Arabah,
the Salt Sea, were completely cut off. And the people passed
over opposite Jericho.

17 Now the priests bearing the ark of the covenant of the
LORD stood firmly on dry ground in the midst of the Jordan,
and all Israel was passing over on dry ground until all the na-
tion finished passing over the Jordan.

Reading Plan -]oshua 3
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What resulted when the Isra—
elites obeyed God? (3:17)
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Have you ever had a special
experience when you just fol-
lowed the Word of God in
obedience and not your own
thoughts or judgment?
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Finally, the Israelites took the first step toward the Promised Land
Canaan that they so longed for. However, once they crossed the
Jordan, fierce fighting against the people of Canaan would begin.
At this moment even Joshua was frightened, wasn't he? In that sit—
uation we would be fearful, tremble, and be worried and most likely
Joshua was too. However, Joshua had faith and trust in God. Josh—
ua ordered his people to prepare to cross the Jordan. He did not do
it haphazardly. Because this was holy work to fulfill the promise of
God.

For this, Joshua implored his people to be holy. “He placed the
Ark of Covenant ahead of everything because this was the war of
God. Finally, they reached the Jordan. It was the peak of the rainy
season so the river was full of water. If it were 40 years ago when
their faith was weaker, they might have complained why cross the
Jordan when the river was high and why not wait. But in the eyes
of the faithful, whether the river was high or shallow the best time

to cross was when God tells them.
W3[Qt AIHXIE 2|5t 7| 40 years ago, the Red Sea was already parted before they
Prayer for Churches & Pastors crossed. But this time they set their feet in the water before it had
SO SOl 3], OJ(CA) E\j\;.ted' Acgording to their faith, G?d stopped the water floyv.
EofmAEIOICIEIZZI D3], 2HCA) ithout faith we cannot please God.” Even today please walk with

3 of
= [ = ) . .
TEEES0} 202 o6t 7S God in faith.
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Reading Insight

After the Israelites crossed the Jordan, God chose a represen-
tative from each tribe and commanded them to set up twelve
stones along the Jordan River. This was for the descendants of
Israel to remember what God did for their fathers and to fear
God.

/3 Hymn301 God's Great Grace It is Has Brought Us

Meditation » Joshua 4:15—24

15 And the LORD said to Joshua,

Reading Plan- JOshua 4

16 “Command the priests bearing the ark of the testimony to
come up out of the Jordan.”

17 So Joshua commanded the priests, “Come up out of the
Jordan.”

18 And when the priests bearing the ark of the covenant of
the LORD came up from the midst of the Jordan, and the
soles of the priests’ feet were lifted up on dry ground, the wa-
ters of the Jordan returned to their place and overflowed all
its banks, as before.

19 The people came up out of the Jordan on the tenth day of
the first month, and they encamped at Gilgal on the east bor-
der of Jericho.

20 And those twelve stones, which they took out of the Jor-
dan, Joshua set up at Gilgal.

21 And he said to the people of Israel, “When your children
ask their fathers in times to come, ‘What do these stones
mean?’

22 then you shall let your children know, ‘Israel passed over
this Jordan on dry ground.’

23 For the LORD your God dried up the waters of the Jordan
for you until you passed over, as the LORD your God did to
the Red Sea, which he dried up for us until we passed over,

24 50 that all the peoples of the earth may know that the hand
of the LORD is mighty, that you may fear the LORD your
God forever.”

U 202
QUEZIM 7E2 12742 =2 2
NS 7|Y5t7| HASO|AELINN?
(22-23%)

Why were the twelve stones
taken from the Jordan River?
(4:22-23)

4

GO 7kX]| 1 U= olLtEe] Aot
Aof et 7|92 AL of
T 0|0p7|E SHFAIRSLIIR

What work of God’s was done
that you remember? What kind

of story do you wish to tell?
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When our family gathered during holidays or to commemorate
special occasions, our father always read Psalm 1 to his three chil-
dren and shared various things that God had done in his life as well
as dreams God revealed to him. Our father told us the same story
over and over. Each time when our father began telling the same
story we knew what came next and we would tell him each time,
“Father we know the story already.” But father would only say, “So
what, hear it again,” and he would continue and finish the story
again. What is interesting is that | now tell my own children the
same story that our father told us, adding my own comments. As
my father did, | repeat the same story again and again to my chil-
dren.

In today’s scripture God explains that He asked the Israelites to
set up the stones for them to remember what God had done. “He
did this so that all the peoples of the earth might know that the
hand of the LORD is powerful and so that you might always fear
the LORD your God.” (4:24) This was the reason why our father
told the same story again and again to his three children and is the

W3[0} AIIXIE 25t 7| reason why | am telling the same story again and again to my chil-
Prayer for Churches & Pastors dren.

JeEpRIRIEAR DS, HSZ(CA)
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Reading Insight

As surrounding nations were trembling in fear when they heard
the story of the Israelites crossing the Jordan, the people of
Israel observed Passover and performed circumcisions as com-
manded by God.

/3 Hymn353 Am | a Soldier of the Cross

Meditation * Joshua 5:1-3, 10-15 Reading Plan- JOshua 5

1 As soon as all the kings of the Amorites who were beyond
the Jordan to the west, and all the kings of the Canaanites
who were by the sea, heard that the LORD had dried up the
waters of the Jordan for the people of Israel until they had
crossed over, their hearts melted and there was no longer any
spirit in them because of the people of Israel.

2 At that time the LORD said to Joshua, “Make flint knives
and circumcise the sons of Israel a second time.”

3 So Joshua made flint knives and circumcised the sons of Is-
rael at Gibeath-haaraloth.

10 While the people of Isracl were encamped at Gilgal, they
kept the Passover on the fourteenth day of the month in the
evening on the plains of Jericho.

11 And the day after the Passover, on that very day, they ate
of the produce of the land, unleavened cakes and parched
grain.

12 And the manna ceased the day after they ate of the pro-
duce of the land. And there was no longer manna for the peo-
ple of Israel, but they ate of the fruit of the land of Canaan
that year.

13 When Joshua was by Jericho, he lifted up his eyes and
looked, and behold, a man was standing before him with his
drawn sword in his hand. And Joshua went to him and said to
him, “Are you for us, or for our adversaries?”

14 And he said, “No; but [ am the commander of the army of
the LORD. Now I have come.” And Joshua fell on his face
to the earth and worshiped and said to him, “What does my
lord say to his servant?”

15 And the commander of the LORD’s army said to Joshua,
“Take off your sandals from your feet, for the place where
you are standing is holy.” And Joshua did so.

=
o1=sa+ | 2 T80 oiE20t0]
40| SRR

What did the Commander of
the LORD’s army ask Joshua
to do? (5:15)

SAE OC7HK| St =5
¢- UL otLrde| US| &
EoHA| RIS 7I=2U0 QU= Lt

o FHe FAALMF?
To what extent can you obey
God? What is the barrier that

blocks you from obeying God?
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When the kings of surrounding nations heard that God had dried
up the Jordan River, they were buried in fear and losing their minds.
Therefore, this may have been the best opportunity to attack and
conquer Canaan. However, the next command of God was “to cir—
cumcise again” the uncircumcised before they take the Promised
Land. Circumcision was postponed for 38 years but now in the
middle of war against Canaan, they are to perform circumcision?
Furthermore when the story of the circumcision of 700,000 males
spread to surrounding nations, it may trigger an enemy attack. Sur—
prisingly, Joshua and the people of Israel obeyed God’ s command
that was difficult to understand. They showed something beyond
obedience.
The time was Passover and it was the first time in 38 years that
they were observing Passover festivities. They were facing immi-
nent danger of war at any time, all the male population were inca—
pacitated from circumcision, and women prepared seasonal foods.
W39 AlXIE 2Qfst 7| If surrounding nations detected this, they may not have been idle.
Prayer for Churches & Pastors But strangely all surrounding nations were quiet. What happened?

The secret is revealed in today’s scripture Joshua 5:13-15. The

EMASIHEIZR| W3], ZHZ(CA) .
SYAL BB DE] HLE(CA) Commander of the army of the LORD was protecting the people of
HEO| 1. 747 RIHE 93t 7T Israel. God did have a plan. Hallelujah!
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Conquering of Jericho

C 0{=7|E Opening Prayer )

e TSN,
39| 0| EALIO|Ct.
Lord, Speak.

Your Servant is Listening

o590 &Y 01g 2
Doing & Being for Today
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Reading Insight

The people of Israel obeyed the LORD and circled around Jer-
icho with the Ark of the Covenant and Jericho collapsed at the
shout of the people. But Rahab and her family were saved as
promised.

S Hymn305 Amazing Grace

Meditation » Joshua 6:8—12

8 And just as Joshua had commanded the people, the seven
priests bearing the seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the
LORD went forward, blowing the trumpets, with the ark of
the covenant of the LORD following them.

Reading Plan- JOshua 6

9 The armed men were walking before the priests who were
blowing the trumpets, and the rear guard was walking after
the ark, while the trumpets blew continually.

10 But Joshua commanded the people, “You shall not shout
or make your voice heard, neither shall any word go out of
your mouth, until the day I tell you to shout. Then you shall
shout.”

11 So he caused the ark of the LORD to circle the city, go-
ing about it once. And they came into the camp and spent the
night in the camp.

12 Then Joshua rose early in the morning, and the priests
took up the ark of the LORD.

az a0z
OlA2tel wAS0| K8 5 1 ¥

= al
2otz tE 252 omtEL
7t (8-9%)
When the people of Israel
were circling around the city of
Jericho, what did their march-
ing guard look like? (6:8-9)

02| 20| 22 252 A1t 0|F
O1X|7|77EX] OffH IHHE0| UK
SR
What did you experience while
waiting for the result of the
grace?
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In Fact, It Is Not Just Once

Q= FAFZ0|M T ST ATHE of2| TN, AT TR 4
U2 AT ZUE 0] M0| 0| At S S0| LHEALZ|QL BH QoY 2
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Jericho was a large and solid city with a lot of history. It was an
invincible city but toppled at the shouts of the people of Israel and
the sound of trumpets. Obviously the collapse was instantaneous,
but did it happen in one blow? Today’s hymn “Amazing Grace” is a
beautiful song confessing the grace of Jesus Christ that saved us.
This hymn became more famous because the author John Newton
converted after being a slave dealer for a long time. But his conver—
sion did not happen at once, uprooting his life. It happened gradu—
ally over time through the Christian teachings of his mother, his
own life experiences, ups and downs of his own life, and numerous
resolutions and confessions of his own.

The story of Jericho in today’s scripture is the same. Without the
life experiences of the Israelites until they reached the Jordan, and
without the process and the efforts to circle the city for a week,
nothing would have happened to the city. The collapse of Jericho
was the culmination of the obedient life of the people of Israel who
trusted the Word of God. The result and gift was that their faith
grew without their knowing. Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
which direction are you heading now? Are you heading in the direc—
tion to grow your faith? Or to decrease your faith?
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Reading Insight

Achan took some of the Devoted Things, and God became
angry and did not allow victory against Ai. Joshua sought out
Achan in obedience of the command of God and made him pay
for his sin.

3 Hymn264 When | Saw the Cleansing Fountain

Meditation » Joshua 7:10—20

10 The LORD said to Joshua, “Get up! Why have you fallen
onyour face?

11 [srael has sinned; they have transgressed my covenant
that I commanded them; they have taken some of the de-
voted things; they have stolen and lied and put them among
their own belongings.

12 Therefore the people of Israel cannot stand before their
enemies. They turn their backs before their enemies, be-
cause they have become devoted for destruction. I will be
with you no more, unless you destroy the devoted things
from among you.

13 Get up! Consecrate the people and say, ‘Consecrate your-
selves for tomorrow; for thus says the LORD, God of Israel,
“There are devoted things in your midst, O Israel. You can-
not stand before your enemies until you take away the devot-
ed things from among you.”

14 In the morning therefore you shall be brought near by
your tribes. And the tribe that the LORD takes by lot shall
come near by clans. And the clan that the LORD takes
shall come near by households. And the household that the
LORD takes shall come near man by man.

15 And he who is taken with the devoted things shall be
burned with fire, he and all that he has, because he has trans-
gressed the covenant of the LORD, and because he has done
an outrageous thing in Israel.””

16 So Joshua rose early in the morning and brought Israel
near tribe by tribe, and the tribe of Judah was taken.

17 And he brought near the clans of Judah, and the clan of
the Zerahites was taken. And he brought near the clan of the
Zerahites man by man, and Zabdi was taken.

18 And he brought near his household man by man, and
Achan the son of Carmi, son of Zabdi, son of Zerah, of the
tribe of Judah, was taken.

19 Then Joshua said to Achan, “My son, give glory to the
LORD God ofIsrael and give praise to him. And tell me now
what you have done; do not hide it from me.”

20 And Achan answered Joshua, “Truly I have sinned against
the LORD God of Israel, and this is what I did:

Reading Plan -]oshua 7
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Why was Israel routed by Ai?
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What do | need to do to con—
secrate myself?
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How was this battle of Israel fought by God? This battle was not
simply against the people of Canaan. This war was against sins and
the battle was to despise sins. We can see through Genesis 15:16
the reason why the promise of God with Abraham made 400 years
ago is now fulfilled. “In the fourth generation your descendants will
come back here, for the sin of the Amorites has not yet reached its
full measure.” Looking back, we realize that Adam and Eve'’s fall from
the garden of Eden, Satan being expelled in the Book of Revelation,
and the sudden death of Ananias and Sapphira in an early faith com-
munity — all these were ultimately because of their sins.

Through the path of Israel, we saw surprising guidance from God.
Crossing the Jordan, and the collapse of Jericho by circling the city
seven times were the grace of God through the faith of Israelites.
But when Achan’s sin entered the community, even Joshua was
shaken spiritually. God woke Joshua who was praying face down
on the ground. “Consecrate yourselves first.” In ourselves, in our
family, and even in our church, we need to consecrate all sins.
There were people like Joshua who were praying, and when God
saw them praying, He gave Israel an opportunity to restore. Unless
we completely change or all sins are cleansed, we may live in God’s
grace but we may not receive God’s promise. We must decide.
Even in sickness, even in distress, what we need to cleanse, we
must cleanse, because that is the only way to victory.
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Reading Insight

Joshua attacked the city of Ai a second time, this time by fol-
lowing the strategy given by God, and was victorious. He of-
fered burnt offerings to God and read the laws of God.

J3 Hymn425 Thine Own Way, Lord

Meditation » Joshua 8:1-8

1 And the LORD said to Joshua, “Do not fear and do not be
dismayed. Take all the fighting men with you, and arise, go
up to Ai. See, I have given into your hand the king of Ai, and
his people, his city, and his land.

Reading Plan- JOshua 8

2 And you shall do to Ai and its king as you did to Jericho
and its king. Only its spoil and its livestock you shall take as
plunder for yourselves. Lay an ambush against the city, be-
hindit.”

3So Joshua and all the fighting men arose to go up to Ai. And
Joshua chose 30,000 mighty men of valor and sent them out
by night.

4 And he commanded them, “Behold, you shall lie in am-
bush against the city, behind it. Do not go very far from the
city, butall of you remain ready.

5 And I and all the people who are with me will approach the
city. And when they come out against us just as before, we
shall flee before them.

6 And they will come out after us, until we have drawn them
away from the city. For they will say, ‘They are fleeing from
us, just as before.” So we will flee before them.

7 Then you shall rise up from the ambush and seize the city,
for the LORD your God will give it into your hand.

8 And as soon as you have taken the city, you shall set the
city on fire. You shall do according to the word of the LORD.
See, I have commanded you.”
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What was God's strategy to
conquer the city of Ai? (8:4-8)
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Unlike Jericho's battle, God al-
lowed people to take plunder
in Ai. What was the will of God
in this situation?
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Having conquered the invincible city of Jericho, the city of Ai might
not have been a difficult target. Was that why? Having thought lightly
of it, the first battle against Ai ended in unexpected defeat. The Isra—
elites might not have known it but they were doomed to fail. Because
Achan’s sin caused God to oppose Israel. But the arrogance of Israel
to assume victory without the help of God made them blind to this
truth.

Fortunately, as soon as Joshua and the people of Israel realized the
cause of their defeat, they acted quickly to treat their sin, repented,
and thereby received a second chance from God. This time with
God's strategy and under the leadership of Joshua, the Israelites suc—
cessfully carried out the strategy to rout the city of Ai. Now Joshua as
well as the people of Israel together understood what was really im—
portant. So they paused their campaign to conquer, and built an altar
on Mt. Ebal, offered the burnt offering and peace offering, and in—
scribed the laws of God on the stone. They now understood how im-
portant it was to worship God and live the life of a worshiper. Joshua
gathered the people of Israel on Mt. Ebal and Mt. Gerizim and he read
all the words of the law — the blessings and the curses. In Deuter—
onomy, the law of curses was read on Mt. Ebal and the law of bless—
ings was read on Mt. Gerizim. Which mount to choose is up to them.
And is up to us.



L= AL
I-l EEO'I, O:"‘I‘ I:IJ_'-l' I-7}'“ LS ARz
Journaling with Jesus OIS MZIHSL TR
252| At Thanks Note AT FrstPrayer
24t Reading & QT

F 22 One Word

EE=7 | One Prayer

*otLlE ] 0K, Y419] 02 God's heart & your heart

M2 2l8ll For Walking with Jesus

* 22 O 70|, H2| Taking it deeper, further

@ Voulube @752 ofcy
— - T i

512 S0 U5S T 0 SHHs
0123} 421, ML, ZEIS AJZiol TOjER) ¢/
AHEX| 7IZBHIAIS.

Today’s Mission Cleared Sticker |




A Decision Made
Instantly Will Have
a Lifelong Effect

( 0{=7|E Opening Prayer )

Z0 22]00|A
KHIE HIFEANM.
Lord. Have Mercy on Us.

950/ # ¢, 012 |
Doing & Being for Today

58

7HLIQH X/f 50| 201 O] ARAAT M2 B WO, SHLEES T34
R 7|2 AYSS TS L0} 0| A21AT} B13IZ YELITE O
£ 0|A2AL S S0UTH XS T TSR, F3t K2

K|FAZUC,

5 M370H(S455%) F 20l U= LtofA
£4.0{S0} 9:3-16 z=.0540} 9%

37]8.8 %415 0] of 2o} 7} ofe] 9} ofole] 3 UL ET
4 31 o] AH419] HOF& o] sjojz] ekt sfot<] 2 2ol
A 718 7h% EEF HeE o] Al

s 1o Hobd 712 A1S AT He £ Y oz B
Folhy e Fulshn

6 50| 42 119902 714 olsfotol ] o] 2e] Lo}l Azt
A A5l o] 2] 2= W Lol Shiolct ol4] 9]
e

7 0] 22kl AtgrEo] 3191 Aol o] 25 vs]7} S 719
o %5 Soh et o8] siet 20FS B 5 gl
o sht

8 150] o] Boto] ] ol=H] el FA19| FSolujolch 3}
o] o] 5207} 150 2] 1) e ofelA] gt st
> 150] ol 52oto] ] T ole] 5L GAle] shbd ol et
of olg0.2 wujefol 4J5] ® hetollA] Sty ol 927}
29) 223} 7 olgol 4 ekl BE U Son

10 17} QEHE So gl ofze] Alete] £ Y5 2 5| A% G
A3} of 2k 2ol Sl uhAT 8 ol okl RE A2 59
Soljolct

N9 B.E 9 RS} 97 Lfete] BE Falo] S0l &
Sho] o]2¥] UB]i= ofee FAIS fo] KT A 152 o
U] 2507 0] 2712 -2l FAlE] S50y o] Selot
202 W Alek sfet slgitolt

12.9:2]0] o] W2 27 GAS AR &7 wLpe o] £
5] Aol A ob 4= EAL S A 0.2 74| o B A
o[ 4| 23k o7} o]

BE 92/l REFE B o] /15 Rl A Rolglont ol
A7) H9lon] Selof of K3k Al ofge] v} AgloBE
obgivpolet aiet

15el7} 150] 4 Motk ol g 8|2 ol seb 24
ofjstar

150] 507} 2 I5 SPIst0] 153 Aefeleh 2obe B
8% 54 50] 150 YA sieilet

16150} 294 912 5 AT o] A LHof T15o] o] oA 2]
S50 A% A Sl g Sorlet




Reading Insight

As the kings of nations around Canaan organized to fight against
Israel, the people of Gibeon who feared God made a treaty with
Israel. Later, Israel found out that they were misled and regret-
ted the decision but the treaty was upheld.

J3 Hymn370 The Trusting Heart to Jesus Clings

Meditation  Joshua 9:3—16

3 But when the inhabitants of Gibeon heard what Joshua had done
to Jericho and to Ai,

4 they on their part acted with cunning and went and made ready
provisions and took worn-out sacks for their donkeys, and wine-
skins, worn-out and torn and mended,

Reading Plan -Joshua 9

5 with worn-out, patched sandals on their feet, and worn-out
clothes. And all their provisions were dry and crumbly.

6 And they went to Joshua in the camp at Gilgal and said to him and
to the men of Israel, “We have come from a distant country, so now
make a covenant withus.”

7 But the men of Israel said to the Hivites, “Perhaps you live among
us; then how can we make a covenant with you?”

8 They said to Joshua, “We are your servants.” And Joshua said to
them, “Who are you? And where do you come from?”

9 They said to him, “From a very distant country your servants have
come, because of the name of the LORD your God. For we have
heard areport of him, and all that he did in Egypt,

10and all that he did to the two kings of the Amorites who were be-
yond the Jordan, to Sihon the king of Heshbon, and to Og king of
Bashan, who lived in Ashtaroth.

11 So our elders and all the inhabitants of our country said to us,
‘Take provisions in your hand for the journey and go to meet them
and say to them, “We are your servants. Come now, make a cove-
nant withus.”

12 Here is our bread. It was still warm when we took it from our
houses as our food for the journey on the day we set out to come to
you, but now, behold, it is dry and crumbly.

13 These wineskins were new when we filled them, and behold,
they have burst. And these garments and sandals of ours are worn
out from the very long journey.”

14 So the men took some of their provisions, but did not ask counsel
from the LORD.

15 And Joshua made peace with them and made a covenant with
them, to let them live, and the leaders of the congregation swore to
them.

16 At the end of three days after they had made a covenant with
them, they heard that they were their neighbors and that they lived
among them.
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(78, AM7:1-2)

Why did Joshua declare that
Israel could not make a treaty
with the people of Canaan?
(9:7, Deuteronomy 7:1-2)
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At the time of a decision, what
do you rely on? What was the

result?
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| hate lies the most. But sometimes | acquiesce with knowing
laughs, and sometimes | am impressed by them. Maybe, depending
on intent, some lies or mistakes are received differently. The people
of Gibeon were like that in today’s scripture. Having watched Israel
rout Jericho and Ai and all surrounding nations of Canaan organizing
to combat Israel, the people of Gibeon understood that they could not
put up a fight against God and win no matter how well they organized
their allies. Could they have heard the story of Rahab and her family?

Now the people of Gibeon employed all kinds of lies and made a
treaty with Israel, and implored the mercy from God to save them.
Then, somehow Joshua failed to inquire of God about the Gibeonites
tactics and fell for their lies. Sometime ago Joshua experienced great
difficulty because he failed to inquire of God, and now Joshua made
the same mistake. How do we interpret this? Is it possible that God
blocked and closed Joshua's eyes and ears and allowed him to be
tricked? Regardless, the Gibeonites were saved. Later on, having re—
alized that he was tricked, Joshua appeared to punish the Gibeonites
by making them work all their life for the Tent of God, but was it really
punishment? The Gibeonite were full of sins and doomed to die but
ended up being saved and furthermore they ended up working for
and at the altar of God. So they ended up living the life of blessing
that nobody even imagined.
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The Lord Fought
for Israel
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Reading Insight

Having been attacked by the Amorites and their allies, the
Gibeonites requested help from Israel. Israel defeated the Am-—
orites and their allies in a great victory at Gibeon as foretold by
signs from God.

/3 Hymn80 There Is No Name So Sweet

Meditation - Joshua 10:6-15 Reading Plan- JOshua 10

6 And the men of Gibeon sent to Joshua at the camp in Gil-
gal, saying, “Do not relax your hand from your servants.
Come up to us quickly and save us and help us, for all the
kings of the Amorites who dwell in the hill country are gath-
ered againstus.”

7So Joshua went up from Gilgal, he and all the people of war
with him, and all the mighty men of valor.

8 And the LORD said to Joshua, “Do not fear them, for I
have given them into your hands. Not a man of them shall
stand before you.”

92 So Joshua came upon them suddenly, having marched up
all night from Gilgal.

10 And the LORD threw them into a panic before Israel, who
struck them with a great blow at Gibeon and chased them by
the way of the ascent of Beth-horon and struck them as far as
Azekah and Makkedah.

11 And as they fled before Israel, while they were going
down the ascent of Beth-horon, the LORD threw down large
stones from heaven on them as far as Azekah, and they died.
There were more who died because of the hailstones than the
sons of Israel killed with the sword.

12 At that time Joshua spoke to the LORD in the day when
the LORD gave the Amorites over to the sons of Israel, and
he said in the sight of Israel, “Sun, stand still at Gibeon, and
moon, in the Valley of Aijalon.”

13 And the sun stood still, and the moon stopped, until the na-
tion took vengeance on their enemies.Is this not written in
the Book of Jashar? The sun stopped in the midst of heaven
and did not hurry to set for about a whole day.

14 There has been no day like it before or since, when the
LORD heeded the voice of a man, for the LORD fought for
Israel.

15 So Joshua returned, and all Israel with him, to the camp at
Gilgal.

n2

MM A
=502

HLHEHA Q7|41 XA
2 2odUmr (11, 13%)

What were the supernatural
phenomena that God showed?
(10:11, 13)

0 oI

92i= siLidol SIS S oA
o = USMQ?

How do we know that God
was responsible for the phe—
nomena?
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Joshua and the people of Israel conquered the Canaanite territories
one-by—one according to the will of God. Not only were the Amorites
and their allies routed but Israel also occupied all the land that belonged
to the Amorites. Afterwards, Israel conquered Libnah, Lachish, Eglon,
Hebron and Debir. Through the story of this conquest, what thought
does the Bible want to convey? “All these kings and their lands Joshua
conquered in one campaign, because the LORD, the God of Israel,
fought for Israel” (10:42). In other words, the key point is that because
God fought for Israel, the people of Israel were able to occupy the land.
God did all this.

| had spent only a short period of time in the U.S. after my ministry
experience as a missionary from the Korean Methodist Church when
God sent me to the United Methodist Church in Greensboro, where |
currently serve. | do not have fancy credentials or qualifications or ca—
pabilities. When | first met District Superintendent Rankin, he might
have felt obligated to meet me because of recommendations but he
did not have an interest in me. But the next day, he said he wanted to

" " see me again. When we met he told me about the dream he had the
i £E0 . X . . R
B2 MHXIS 22t 7= night of our first meeting. He said that he saw me during the dream
Prayer for Churches & Pastors . . . . .
and felt the same joy he experienced when he received a guinea pig as

NAMZm3| F=S(CT) a gift when he was young. DS Rankin said that this feeling was given
A

?1L1|EI;*€*;?_|§‘2>*I'L§I, ZHEHCT) by the Holy Spirit. Ever since then, even after | was appointed, he has

oIE3], otelus| SERIE et 7=

el

shown great love for me and my family. He always says, “You are a
godsend. And | am always happy when | see you.”
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Reading Insight

As Joshua was victorious in the last war in the northern region
of Canaan, Israel succeeded in conquering all the land that God
told Moses to take.

/3 Hymn351 Onward, Christian Soldiers

Meditation * Joshua 11:16—23 Reading Plan- JOshua 11

16 So Joshua took all that land, the hill country and all the
Negeb and all the land of Goshen and the lowland and the
Arabah and the hill country of Israel and its lowland

17 from Mount Halak, which rises toward Seir, as far as
Baal-gad in the Valley of Lebanon below Mount Hermon.
And he captured all their kings and struck them and put them
to death.

18 Joshua made war a long time with all those kings.

19 There was not a city that made peace with the people of Is-
rael except the Hivites, the inhabitants of Gibeon. They took
them all in battle.

20 For it was the LORD’s doing to harden their hearts that
they should come against Israel in battle, in order that they
should be devoted to destruction and should receive no mer-
cy butbe destroyed, just as the LORD commanded Moses.

21 And Joshua came at that time and cut off the Anakim from
the hill country, from Hebron, from Debir, from Anab, and
from all the hill country of Judah, and from all the hill coun-
try of Israel. Joshua devoted them to destruction with their
cities.

22 There was none of the Anakim left in the land of the peo-
ple of Israel. Only in Gaza, in Gath, and in Ashdod did some
remain.

23 So Joshua took the whole land, according to all that the
LORD had spoken to Moses. And Joshua gave it for an in-
heritance to Israel according to their tribal allotments. And
the land had rest from war.

LS £0=2
ORR[2 MEOA] SHILHA Al
HMzke SofolL|7R (BR)

What was God’s strategy for
the last battle of Israel? (11:6)

2910| YAMOZ 5t tLt
= X5t 26|12 Aot ot
SR

What is making you go against
God and refuse the grace of
God?
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Finally the battle of Israel in Canaan came to its final stage. Israel is
not the same Israel as it was at the time of slavery in Egypt or as a
wandering people in the wilderness. Israel is now a triumphant peo—
ple. The southern and middle parts of Canaan have been taken, and
only the northern region was left. But the northern region was not a
shoo-in. King Jabin of Hazor and his allies in the northern region were
powerful military forces equipped with Iron Age tools like horses and
chariots. On the other hand, Israel’s army was mostly foot soldiers
and equipped with clubs and daggers. When the allies of Canaan
gathered at the Waters of Merom, they were as numerous as the
sand on the seashore. Jericho, large and strong, was a city of 8 acres,
but Hazor was a city of 200 acres. So the scale was huge beyond
imagination. In terms of world army strength, Israel was no match for
them. Could Israel possibly win?

This is the same question that we often ask even today. The world
is not easy, can | win in this world? “God chose the foolish things of
the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world
to shame the strong. He chose the lowly things of this world and the
despised things — and the things that are not — to nullify the things
that are, so that no one may boast before him” (1 Cor 1:27-29). The
winning method? | sing today’s hymn. “Onward, Christian soldiers,
Marching as to war, With the cross of Jesus, Going on before.”
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Reading Insight

After conquering Canaan, the list of the kings that the Israelites
have defeated is given. After naming Sihon king of the Amorites
and Ok king of Bashan that Moses conquered, the names of
thirty—one kings that Joshua conquered on the west side of the
Jordan are listed.

J3 Hymn340 When | Fear My Faith Will Fail

Meditation * Joshua 12:1-8 Reading Plan ~]oshua 12

1 Now these are the kings of the land whom the people of Is-
rael defeated and took possession of their land beyond the
Jordan toward the sunrise, from the Valley of the Arnon to
Mount Hermon, with all the Arabah eastward:

2 Sihon king of the Amorites who lived at Heshbon and ruled
from Aroer, which is on the edge of the Valley of the Arnon,
and from the middle of the valley as far as the river Jabbok,
the boundary of the Ammonites, that is, half of Gilead,

3 and the Arabah to the Sea of Chinneroth eastward, and in
the direction of Beth-jeshimoth, to the Sea of the Arabah, the
Salt Sea, southward to the foot of the slopes of Pisgah;

4and Og king of Bashan, one of the remnant of the Rephaim,
who lived at Ashtaroth and at Edrei

5 and ruled over Mount Hermon and Salecah and all Bashan
to the boundary of the Geshurites and the Maacathites, and
over half of Gilead to the boundary of Sihon king of Hesh-
bon.

6 Moses, the servant of the LORD, and the people of Isra-
el defeated them. And Moses the servant of the LORD gave
their land for a possession to the Reubenites and the Gadites
and the half-tribe of Manasseh.

7 And these are the kings of the land whom Joshua and the
people of Israel defeated on the west side of the Jordan, from
Baal-gad in the Valley of Lebanon to Mount Halak, that rises
toward Seir (and Joshua gave their land to the tribes of Israel
as a possession according to their allotments,

8 in the hill country, in the lowland, in the Arabah, in the
slopes, in the wilderness, and in the Negeb, the land of the
Hittites, the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Perizzites, the Hi-
vites, and the Jebusites):

M A
YZ 502

TN oS0t HEst g2 2
= 2L (2, 4, 24%)

How many kings in total were
conquered by Moses and
Joshua? (12:2, 4, 24)

GAI0] W UAH SLEE| 7]
AZ HE EMQ.

Share some of the lost mem-
ories of your personal experi—
ences of God.
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The main purpose of today’s scripture is to list the names of the kings
that Israel conquered. As such, it is easy to quickly skim through the list
without much thought. But there must be a good reason why this list
has been provided for us. If so, then shouldn't we consider the impor-
tance of the two kings conquered by Moses and thirty—one kings that
Joshua conquered?

Not too long ago, my mother—in-law who lives in Korea posted many
photos onto the family chatroom. They were childhood photos of my
wife, photos of my children growing up, and photos from recent times,
telling the stories of the family over the last 40 years. Looking over the
photos together with my wife, we realized how so many things took
place over the years. Each of these photos spoke to me in special ways
because | was recently thinking to myself how quiet God has been
these days. These photos reminded me of how God is with us and is
always at work in our lives in every moment of our life journey.

We do not know what the Israelites went through in each of the 31
battles they fought. We know a little bit about only a few battles they
fought. But one thing that we do know with certainty is that God was
involved in each and every battle, even in the battles we know nothing
about. Because God was with them, Israel is still in existence today.
Whenever they read the list of the kings that were conquered, the de-
scendants of Israel will always remember God who was with their an—
cestors. And they will also remember that this same faithful God is with
them as well.
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Reading Insight

Chapters 13-21 in the Book of Joshua deal with the allocation of
conquered land to the tribes of Israel. However, there was still
land left to be conquered. Knowing that Joshua has grown old,
the Lord tells Joshua to allocate the land that will be taken over
at a later time.

/3 Hymn344 Trav'ling Life’s Road By Our Faith

Meditation * Joshua 13:1-7 Reading Plan -Joshua 13

1Now Joshua was old and advanced in years, and the LORD
said to him, “You are old and advanced in years, and there
remains yet very much land to possess.

2This is the land that yet remains: all the regions of the Phi-
listines, and all those of the Geshurites

3 (from the Shihor, which is east of Egypt, northward to the
boundary of Ekron, it is counted as Canaanite; there are five
rulers of the Philistines, those of Gaza, Ashdod, Ashkelon,
Gath, and Ekron), and those of the Avvim,

41in the south, all the land of the Canaanites, and Mearah that
belongs to the Sidonians, to Aphek, to the boundary of the
Amorites,

5 and the land of the Gebalites, and all Lebanon, toward the
sunrise, from Baal-gad below Mount Hermon to Lebo-ha-
math,

6 all the inhabitants of the hill country from Lebanon to Mis-
rephoth-maim, even all the Sidonians. I myself will drive
them out from before the people of Israel. Only allot the land
to Israel for an inheritance, as I have commanded you.

7 Now therefore divide this land for an inheritance to the
nine tribes and half'the tribe of Manasseh.”
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What promise did the Lord
give as He was allocating land
that had yet to be conquered?
(13:6)
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How would you describe
where you are in the journey

toward perfection in your life?

79



w3 AIAXIS 215 7| =
Prayer for Churches & Pastors

80

ML O OB Ol

o e pe e
R =)
=y

ols

N

o>
-
[l

<

o

T

A9 99l 28] Voices rrom TrE HiiL

22 IPGRULICE
Perfection is a Process
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About four years into ministry as a missionary at Santiago Korean Church in the
Dominican Republic, my biggest concern in prayer was when | would be able to leave
the Korean church | was serving to do full time mission work for the native people
there. In my time of prayer, | sensed a voice in me saying, ‘leave when the Korean
ministry is at its best.” | felt that the right time for me to leave would be when all of
the Korean families in Santiago began to live a life of faith, serving the Lord and wor-
shiping together at the only Korean church in Santiago. At that time, only about half of
the Korean families in Santiago came to worship on Sundays. Soon after | shared my
intention with the people at the church, | received a call from another missionary who
was serving in the capital of Dominican Republic. It was not a pleasant phone call. He
was very upset about what | shared and totally misunderstood my intention and vision
of ministry. He thought | was lying when | told my church people that | would leave
the ministry to serve the native people when the church experienced growth as | had
once hoped. To everyone’s surprise, more and more Korean families began to wor-
ship at the church and, within a year, every Korean family in Santiago joined the
church. After that, | left the Korean church and began a full-time ministry serving the
native people.

When | left the Korean church, | thought that the ministry for the natives would go
well since it was launched in obedient response to what | sensed as God's will for
me. But the next few years in that ministry turned out to be some of the most diffi-
cult and challenging times of my life. At first, | didn’'t know why | was suffering so
much and had great difficulty accepting my situation. But, looking back, | can now say
with confidence that those few years helped me to be who | am today, and | came to
cherish those difficult years. | am continuing my journey toward perfection even to—
day. Are you curious about what happened to that missionary who was very critical of
me? He became my biggest supporter and shed the most tears for me on the day
when | left Santiago at the end of my ministry there.
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Lord, Speak.
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Reading Insight

As Joshua allocates the conquered lands in Canaan, Caleb asks
Joshua to give him the land of Hebron. Although this land was
occupied by the Anakites and their cities were large and forti—
fied, Caleb saw it as the land of promise from the Lord.

J3 Hymn549 My Jesus, As Thou Wilt

Meditation * Joshua 14:6-15 Reading Plan- JOshua 14

6 Then the people of Judah came to Joshua at Gilgal. And
Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite said to him, “You
know what the LORD said to Moses the man of God in
Kadesh-barnea concerning you and me.

71 was forty years old when Moses the servant of the LORD
sent me from Kadesh-barnea to spy out the land, and I
brought him word again as it was in my heart.

8 But my brothers who went up with me made the heart of
the people melt; yet [ wholly followed the LORD my God.

2 And Moses swore on that day, saying, ‘Surely the land on
which your foot has trodden shall be an inheritance for you
and your children forever, because you have wholly fol-
lowed the LORD my God.’

10 And now, behold, the LORD has kept me alive, just as
he said, these forty-five years since the time that the LORD
spoke this word to Moses, while Israel walked in the wilder-
ness. And now, behold, I am this day eighty-five years old.

11 ] am still as strong today as I was in the day that Moses
sent me; my strength now is as my strength was then, for war
and for going and coming.

12 So now give me this hill country of which the LORD
spoke on that day, for you heard on that day how the Anakim
were there, with great fortified cities. It may be that the
LORD will be with me, and I shall drive them out just as the
LORD said.”

13 Then Joshua blessed him, and he gave Hebron to Caleb
the son of Jephunneh for an inheritance.

14 Therefore Hebron became the inheritance of Caleb the
son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite to this day, because he whol-
ly followed the LORD, the God of Israel.

15 Now the name of Hebron formerly was Kiriath-arba. (Ar-
ba was the greatest man among the Anakim.) And the land
had rest from war.
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What was the promise that the
Lord gave Caleb 45 years ear—
lier? (14:9)
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Do you have a promise of the
Lord that you are holding onto
today? What is the scripture
that supports your belief in that
promise?
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Today’s scripture tells the story of the land west of the Jordan
that was allocated by Joshua. The land west of the Jordan was al-
located to the nine—and—a—half tribes of Israel after the land east of
the Jordan was given to the tribes of Reuben, Gad and the half of
Manasseh. In the process of allocating the land west of the Jordan
by lot, the tribe of Judah received the first assignment. Here, we
meet a person who has been leading the tribe of Judah. This per—
son is none other than Caleb who explored the land of Canaan with
Joshua 45 years earlier. Caleb is now 85 years old and he is more
than ready to receive his inheritance of the land. But surprisingly he
asks for the land of Hebron, a land where even the mighty Samson
struggled because of the strong and huge Anakites who once lived
there. Whoever receives this land as inheritance must first fight
these people. But Caleb asks Joshua to give him this land. Why did
he ask for the land that most people wanted to avoid when he had
a chance to ask for something else?

Contrary to how it appears, his choice was the right choice because

W39 AlXIE 2Qfst 7| it came with the blessing of the Lord. Scripture tells us that Hebron

Prayer for Churches & Pastors belonged to Caleb ever since because he followed the Lord, the God

BEDOASINT TS, AN of Israel, .Wholehearte.dly. Caleb saw sforrjething that others didn’t sge

HELTs01TE], SOHYFL and received something that others didn’t receive. What do you thl.nk

2U0| MTAE 98t 7|5 that was? As you go through this day, may you reflect upon your life
in light of Caleb’s choice and live a life of true blessedness.

Ton
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Reading Insight

This text specifically mentions the land distributed to the tribe of
Judah. In the process, Caleb fulfills God’s promise overwhelm-
ingly by conquering not only Hebron but also Debir.

/3 Hymn545 Down in the Valley Where the Mists of Doubt Arise
Meditation  Joshua 15:13-19

Reading Plan ~Joshua 15

13 According to the commandment of the LORD to Joshua,
he gave to Caleb the son of Jephunneh a portion among the
people of Judah, Kiriath-arba, that is, Hebron (Arba was the
father of Anak).

14 And Caleb drove out from there the three sons of Anak,
Sheshai and Ahiman and Talmai, the descendants of Anak.

15 And he went up from there against the inhabitants of
Debir. Now the name of Debir formerly was Kiriath-sepher.

16 And Caleb said, “Whoever strikes Kiriath-sepher and
captures it, to him will I give Achsah my daughter as wife.”

17 And Othniel the son of Kenaz, the brother of Caleb, cap-
tured it. And he gave him Achsah his daughter as wife.

18 When she came to him, she urged him to ask her father
for a field. And she got off her donkey, and Caleb said to her,
“What do you want?”’

19 She said to him, “Give me a blessing. Since you have giv-
en me the land of the Negeb, give me also springs of water.”
And he gave her the upper springs and the lower springs.

¢|54°+*L|tr swnr ora ’}#IEI
X| 90t D|ZE Qta2 2Rl |
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God’s promise to Caleb was
fulfilled but what are the
promises that have not yet
been fulfilled and have been
postponed? (15:63)

EO| Z0| LY 2ot L o
Z HHOE M2 YONELIIR
Has the Word of the Lord ever
been changed in my mind and
in my own way?
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A long time ago, a pastor used to lead prayer meetings at the Trian—
gular Mountain Prayer Center, where people allegedly received the
Holy Spirit, collapsed, or were healed. Many people heard this news
and gathered there, but during one meeting, the valley water over—
flowed from too much rain which prevented people from coming in or
out. At that time, three young men attending the meeting remembered
the message of the pastor about Peter walking on the water. They
quoted the passage from the Bible, saying that they too could cross the
overflowing valley waters just as Peter walked on the sea, prayed loud—
ly, and jumped into the valley water. But they were engulfed in the rap—
ids and 3 days later their bodies were found down the valley. At that
time, this incident had great repercussions for the Christian community
of Korea. Some newspapers used the title, “Their God could not save
them.” Many unbelievers pointed fingers at the churches asking, “Why
didn’'t God answer their prayers?” God was accused, and the churches
experienced helplessness and said nothing.

Many believers were disappointed and lost faith in the “God who
does not answer.” “Why didn't God answer?” What if you were God? In
fact, in Peter’s case, he already had an intellectual belief in Almighty
God, but he did not act with intellectual knowledge alone. He walked
on the water right at the time when Jesus” words were proclaimed to
Peter. Caleb had faith in the God—given covenant and waited 45 years.
He didn’t change his mind. And God’s promises were fulfilled.
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Reading Insight

When the tribes of Ephraim and the half-tribe of Manasseh re-
ceived the distribution of land, they complained to Joshua that
the land they received was small.

J3 Hymn352 Stand up, stand up for Jesus

Meditation * Joshua 16:1-10 Reading Plan - JOshua 16-17

1The allotment of the people of Joseph went from the Jordan
by Jericho, east of the waters of Jericho, into the wilderness,
going up from Jericho into the hill country to Bethel.

2 Then going from Bethel to Luz, it passes along to Ataroth,
the territory of the Archites.

3 Then it goes down westward to the territory of the Japhle-
tites, as far as the territory of Lower Beth-horon, then to
Gezer, and it ends at the sea.

4 The people of Joseph, Manasseh and Ephraim, received
their inheritance.

5 The territory of the people of Ephraim by their clans was
as follows: the boundary of their inheritance on the east was
Ataroth-addar as far as Upper Beth-horon,

6 and the boundary goes from there to the sea. On the north
is Michmethath. Then on the east the boundary turns around
toward Taanath-shiloh and passes along beyond it on the
eastto Janoah,

7 then it goes down from Janoah to Ataroth and to Naarah,
and touches Jericho, ending at the Jordan.

8 From Tappuah the boundary goes westward to the brook
Kanah and ends at the sea. Such is the inheritance of the tribe
of the people of Ephraim by their clans,

9 together with the towns that were set apart for the people of
Ephraim within the inheritance of the Manassites, all those
towns with their villages.

10 However, they did not drive out the Canaanites who
lived in Gezer, so the Canaanites have lived in the midst of
Ephraim to this day but have been made to do forced labor.
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Who are the people that the
tribe of Ephraim does not

completely drive out? (16:10)
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What is it that you cannot
abandon even though God
wants you to?

91



A9 99l 28] Voices rrom TrE HiiL

rot
=
ol

=19 One Word
T O 20| S45t7| ah
- = —_ P | -
o= FMstams et = Gi= At ofX| = A
=S What You Can't Do and What You Don't Do

Q5 222 KL XMyl 0]0] T2 2H Hh= ofEH2 U4t XA X|
IOl 0[0F7|ULICt. T2 @5 U 7tRd|, RCt X|I7L o Z=HL
K&QIX| ofH2t X|IHE SoA CHA| SHH 2tQlet 4= QUELICH {Ct
X|mtol & 2HiS CH2 15% 630 2H, RCt= HEA S48 Z0}
LHX| 2Tt HOPMZANIE “They could not drive out”02t H8
SILICE B O H2tAU2 HMRIFS ZOHHX| IELICEL FO| BHO

= “They did not drive out”QILIC}. &, SCIE4S SHLte HHL
2 J5S ZOi2{ 10 XT84 QIUIE 0|1, E U E452 0
=2 010 Z0}LH2{ 11 & ofX| LUCH= WULICE T 0|RE EL, A-
DIE2 o2t ol e%ot= F0| EACH= AYULICH

0|27 o|E2tY Z42 SHLIES| BHELH =0 H0l= 7HAEQ
0[Q), E7E, MOtstS MEHSHELIC SFX|TH J0 JS2 UX| Z3ME

[y = =}

LTt 59| HE10| = O Z1tE 7HHQA XIS 2L H =
=271 & One Prayer 2 RETIS0AE HIAOR ERYSIXIT, HIHE O H2t22 LSt
Q5 FMl wgo Of SHRIZH =1 YLIE 22| MEfO| 71E2 e Oll~=0] EAUCH
HHES PR AR ZEUCL
A2 7I=E 7ISZUC

Today’s text tells the story of the tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh,
who are divided over the land after Judah's allotment. But in today’s
Words, we can once again confirm through the tribe of Ephraim
that the tribe of Judah was a blessed offspring. In 15:63, which
deals with the distribution of the land of the tribe of Judah, Judah
could not drive out the Jebusites. Ephraim, on the other hand, did
not drive out the Gezer people. In other words, Judah tried to drive
them out according to God’s commands, but they could not, and
Ephraim did not even try to drive them out. The reason for this is
that the Gezer people became servants of servitude for Ephraim.

In this way, the Ephraim chose the visible benefits, pleasures, and
comforts before their eyes over God’s commands. But there is
something that they didn't know then. What consequences will
their choices have in the future? In the distant future, the Messiah
is born in the nation of Judah. On the other hand, Ephraim be—
comes the center of idolatry. | hope that the criterion for our choice
will always be Jesus.
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Reading Insight

Joshua had the seven tribes who had not yet been assigned
the land thoroughly inspect the land, divide the land into seven
parts, and then draw lots to distribute the land.

/3 Hymn549 My Jesus, As Thou Wilt

Meditation * Joshua 18:1-9 Reading Plan- JOshua 18

1Then the whole congregation of the people of Israel assem-
bled at Shiloh and set up the tent of meeting there. The land
lay subdued before them.

2 There remained among the people of Israel seven tribes
whose inheritance had not yet been apportioned.

3 So Joshua said to the people of Israel, “How long will you
put off going in to take possession of the land, which the
LORD, the God of your fathers, has given you?

4 Provide three men from each tribe, and I will send them
out that they may set out and go up and down the land. They
shall write a description of it with a view to their inheritanc-
es, and then come to me.

5 They shall divide it into seven portions. Judah shall contin-
ue in his territory on the south, and the house of Joseph shall
continue in their territory on the north.

6 And you shall describe the land in seven divisions and
bring the description here to me. And I will cast lots for you
here before the LORD our God.

7 The Levites have no portion among you, for the priesthood
ofthe LORD is their heritage. And Gad and Reuben and half
the tribe of Manasseh have received their inheritance be-
yond the Jordan eastward, which Moses the servant of the
LORD gave them.”

8 So the men arose and went, and Joshua charged those who
went to write the description of the land, saying, “Go up and
down in the land and write a description and return to me.
And I'will cast lots for you here before the LORD in Shiloh.”

9 So the men went and passed up and down in the land and
wrote in a book a description of it by towns in seven divi-
sions. Then they came to Joshua to the camp at Shiloh,
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How did the distribution of land
for the remaining seven tribes
proceed? (18:4-6)
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What do you think the Lord will
say to you who are spiritually
loose?
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The whole congregation of the children of Israel gather in Shiloh and
erect a tabernacle. It is just now that the era of “Gilgal” on the Jordan
River has come to an end, and the era of “Shiloh” has begun. Shiloh
will now be the center of Israel for 350 years ahead of Jerusalem.
Shiloh means “rest, relaxation.” But now there are 7 tribes left who
have not yet been given the land. Why were they so hesitant? Per-
haps they were afraid to go to a new land or a new world, even
though it was the Promised Land that God had given them.

The disciples who were with Jesus are afraid of a new world with—
out Jesus. So they were forced to disperse and hide, but the Risen
Lord Jesus came to them, spoke of peace, and sent them into the
world, promising to be with them forever. No matter how hard, dark,
and evil life in the world may be, in the presence of God, our church
has “rest and relaxation.” But that doesn’t mean you should just re-
main there.

Today, Joshua sends them to a new land, the new world, to “not
delay” in order to distribute the land among the remaining 7 tribes.
Now, when they stay within God’s fence, they will also encounter the
world outside the fence. Depending on how you live, grace can either
be followed or cut off. It is up to them whether they will live like the
descendants of Judah or the descendants of Ephraim. We also must
go now. Where should we go?
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Reading Insight

The tribes of Simeon, Naphtali, Issachar, Asher, Naphtali, and
Dan receive their tribal allotment which concludes the land dis—
tribution.

/3 Hymn455 We Shall Be Like Him
Meditation * Joshua 19:40-51

Reading Plan -Joshua 19

40 The seventh lot came out for the tribe of the people of
Dan, according to their clans.

41 And the territory of its inheritance included Zorah, Esh-
taol, Ir-shemesh,

42 Shaalabbin, Aijalon, Ithlah,

43 Elon, Timnah, Ekron,

44 Eltekeh, Gibbethon, Baalath,

45 Jehud, Bene-berak, Gath-rimmon,

46 and Me-jarkon and Rakkon with the territory over against
Joppa.

47 When the territory of the people of Dan was lost to them,
the people of Dan went up and fought against Leshem, and
after capturing it and striking it with the sword they took
possession of it and settled in it, calling Leshem, Dan, after
the name of Dan their ancestor.

48 This is the inheritance of the tribe of the people of Dan, ac-
cording to their clans--these cities with their villages.

49 When they had finished distributing the several territories
of the land as inheritances, the people of Israel gave an in-
heritance among them to Joshua the son of Nun.

50 By command of the LORD they gave him the city that he
asked, Timnath-serah in the hill country of Ephraim. And he
rebuilt the city and settled in it.

51These are the inheritances that Eleazar the priest and Josh-
ua the son of Nun and the heads of the fathers’ houses of the
tribes of the people of Israel distributed by lot at Shiloh be-
fore the LORD, at the entrance of the tent of meeting. So
they finished dividing the land.
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Where was the land that was
allotted to Joshua? (19:50)
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What have you started? What

is God going to fulfill through

your work?
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Continuing with the tribe of Benjamin, the remaining six tribes re=
ceived their allotted territories in Canaan, the Promised Land from
God. The land distribution in Canaan was done by lot, but if you
look at each tribe’s allotment, you can see that their forefather Ja-
cob’s blessing was kept and was completely fulfilled. But this was
just the beginning. The Israelites started to live a life as immigrants
in a new land called Canaan. Now they must be fruitful and multiply
in their lives, remembering God'’s grace and blessings, and living
out God'’s will. However, not all tribes have followed such a blessed
journey.

Like the tribe of Judah, which appears at the beginning of today's
text, there were tribes that shared territories with the tribe of Sime—
on and kept their faith. In some cases, the existence of tribes gradu—
ally faded as time passed. Simeon walked wickedly in such incidents
with sister Dinah or the acts of Balaam and Balak. In other cases, like
the tribe of Dan and Ephraim, even their names were omitted from
the book of life because of their wickedness. Therefore, we can
learn that our future depends on how we receive, acknowledge, and
appreciate the grace and blessings that have been given to us. | pray
that we, who live as immigrants in the United States, would live an
amazing life by following and fulfiling God'’s will.
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Reading Insight

God appointed three places east of the Jordan and three places
west of the Jordan as cities of refuge. There a person who ac-
cidentally killed someone could escape a bloody avenger and be
guaranteed an opportunity to defend themself.

S Hymn390 He Leadeth Me

Meditation * Joshua 20:1-9 Reading Plan - JOshua 20

1Then the LORD said to Joshua,

2 “Say to the people of Israel, ‘Appoint the cities of refuge,
of which I spoke to you through Moses,

3 that the manslayer who strikes any person without intent or
unknowingly may flee there. They shall be for you a refuge
from the avenger of blood.

4 He shall flee to one of these cities and shall stand at the en-
trance of the gate of the city and explain his case to the elders
of that city. Then they shall take him into the city and give
hima place, and he shall remain with them.

5 And if the avenger of blood pursues him, they shall not
give up the manslayer into his hand, because he struck his
neighbor unknowingly, and did not hate him in the past.

6 And he shall remain in that city until he has stood before
the congregation for judgment, until the death of him who
is high priest at the time. Then the manslayer may return to
his own town and his own home, to the town from which he
fled.””

7 So they set apart Kedesh in Galilee in the hill country of
Naphtali, and Shechem in the hill country of Ephraim, and
Kiriath-arba (that is, Hebron) in the hill country of Judah.

8 And beyond the Jordan east of Jericho, they appointed
Bezer in the wilderness on the tableland, from the tribe of
Reuben, and Ramoth in Gilead, from the tribe of Gad, and
Golan in Bashan, from the tribe of Manasseh.

9 These were the cities designated for all the people of Isra-
el and for the stranger sojourning among them, that anyone
who killed a person without intent could flee there, so that
he might not die by the hand of the avenger of blood, till he
stood before the congregation.
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Why did God designate cities
of refuge? (20:3)
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Is your church offering itself as
a city of refuge? To be a city of
refuge, what should your
church do?
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Cities of refuge are also mentioned in Exodus 21:12-14, Numbers
36:9-34, and Deuteronomy 4:41-43; 19:1-13. Exodus 21 introduc-
es the distinction between an intentional and accidental murder.
These are the principles and regulations of the cities of refuge.
First, anyone who kills a person accidentally and unintentionally
may flee there. Second, the fugitive will be tried in the city of ref-
uge, where they will be given a sufficient opportunity to defend
themselves.

If it turns out to be an accidental or unintentional murder, the fu—
gitive can stay in the city of refuge, but cannot leave the city until
the high priest dies. A fugitive’s life was equivalent with the life of
the high priest as Jesus Christ took upon our sins. A distinctive
feature of this city of refuge was that it was always open and al-
ways accessible. A city of refuge was located within a one—day
journey so that anyone could easily flee there. This city of refuge
was not only open to the Israelites, but also to all foreigners. If you

3|9 AXIE QJst 7|E think about that, this city was based on love, forgiveness, and res—
Prayer for Churches & Pastors toration and there was no discrimination. Anyone who stayed there

JSH0ICEII2I 8], AEUGA) would’ve been aware of the presence of God that would lead them
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The Cities Allotted
to the Levites
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Lord, Speak.

Your Servant is Listening
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Doing & Being for Today
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Reading Insight

When the land allotment of the twelve tribes was finished, the
Levites requested towns to live in and pasturelands for their
livestock as promised by Moses. All the tribes gave part of their
territories to the Levites.

J3 Hymn505 Christ for the Whole Wide World!

Meditation * Joshua 21:1-3, 41-45 ARErSEEt WAl

1 Then the heads of the fathers’ houses of the Levites came
to Eleazar the priest and to Joshua the son of Nun and to the
heads of the fathers” houses of the tribes of the people of Is-
rael.

2 And they said to them at Shiloh in the land of Canaan, “The
LORD commanded through Moses that we be given cities to
dwell in, along with their pasturelands for our livestock.”

3 So by command of the LORD the people of Israel gave to
the Levites the following cities and pasturelands out of their
inheritance.

41 The cities of the Levites in the midst of the possession of
the people of Israel were in all forty-eight cities with their
pasturelands.

42 These cities each had its pasturelands around it. So it was
with all these cities.

43 Thus the LORD gave to Israel all the land that he swore to
give to their fathers. And they took possession of it, and they
settled there.

44 And the LORD gave them rest on every side just as he had
sworn to their fathers. Not one of all their enemies had with-
stood them, for the LORD had given all their enemies into
their hands.

45 Not one word of all the good promises that the LORD had
made to the house of Israel had failed; all came to pass.
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What was the guideline for the
towns that the Levites were to

receive? (Numbers 35:7-8)
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How are you fulfilling your role
as a spiritual worshiper in your
place of residence (home,
work, church, etc.)?

111



St Ok

c.’_l' =53 One Word
&2 O 70| SH517| lsh
s IS USRS
EUT

CIA

|_r37 |E One Prayer
s FILZOE

NS et B2

SR IIEE 7|15 -

w3 AIAXIS 215 7| =
Prayer for Churches & Pastors

112

A9 99l 28] Voices rrom TrE HiiL

SiLKElo) 0| T} |20 2 k= 019

The Reason Why God’s Words Can Be Fulfilled

OF=2| A OFSQl 2f¢l= 0| US| ZZH AFICZ & Al221t
SAH M E4S SABILICE 0] Y2 "9 REE2 THLRt 2 o
E0IM &H 2 X0|Cf2t= MFE gL 2Lt 2l 9f [Tk Al
L OFHOfl A SSOHA| St Atz T SHAHS| BEO| W2t 022 2
2 SHLHEH| SALBILICE O] & 20 29| X|Th= =018 K32 S50
2 SO{MOFZH X SHEEMH SO0tk =53t IS0 stte2 &
OXl= 20| 23S ClotMAM HESoHA 222 BE=E 71X X
A ERE LAY £ U= SO 2 HIFFASLICL

2?10 Ml B2 0FS0| UMASLICE 2 H =2, S 23, S
D2t2 Ut MAFEEZ 2lielel =M OFS J3t2 = 0[0FLCE 1
StOISSE M B2H| 012, 0|AS, SEZQLICE OFE L 2 A= Of
DEo| AUS LI

25 2E2 0= HXIIE Lo E= = Z=tt= HEY
Ct. J=2 0[0] OHE XS0 24 &2 80| U= 48712 d5= 2
b EHESLICH O] A2tA XIS 2 0|0 AHLIS0| 24 22 TS TAl W
Z0t0f HFLICE S5] GOt X|mte| 22 17t 8l P2 o222 W
ETULEL 01X ZE A7 XHMO| 71 et XS St =8
AN FXfoHA| YL =EHE W, 25 2E2 01FA 22 HSLICH
‘S QHIM O|AtA ZL0H ZFokl et ZE50] ot HE0]
10| Tt SotH=t”

Levi, the third son of Jacob, killed the Shechemites along with his
brother Simeon to revenge the rape of his sister Dinah. Because of
this, he was cursed, “The descendants of Levi will be scattered
throughout the land of Canaan.” However, the Levites served God
with righteous anger following God’'s command at the time of the
worship of the golden calf at the foot of Mount Sinai. Although the
tribe of Levi had to be scattered according to the curse, after the inci—
dent of the golden calf, God saw their obedience and gave them the
new ordinance that they will teach people God’s laws and perform
priestly duties. Levi had three sons: Gershon, Kohath, and Merari. The
priesthood was followed by Levi's second son, Kohath. Kohath also
had three sons: Amram, Ishhar, and Hebron. Aaron and Moses are
Amram'’s children.

Today's text tells that a total of 48 towns were given to the Levites.
The tribes of Israel had to give back the land they had already been
given. In particular, the clan of Caleb of the tribe of Judah gave the
town of Hebron, which they had worked hard for. All the tribes gave
without hesitation and obeyed in giving their most precious thing to the
Levites. Chapter 21 ends with, “All the good words which the LORD
had spoken to the house of Israel were fulfilled, leaving no residue.”
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Reading Insight

After completing all the conquests, Joshua blessed the tribes
on the east side of the Jordan and sent them back. They built a
large altar by the Jordan River before returning to the east side,
but the other tribes misunderstood their intent. Eventually, the
misunderstanding was resolved and joy and gratitude flourished
in Israel.

J3 Hymn218 Love Your God with Your Heart and Your True Mind

Meditation * Joshua 22:1-9 Reading Plan ~]oshua 22

1 At that time Joshua summoned the Reubenites and the Ga-
dites and the half-tribe of Manasseh,

2and said to them, “You have kept all that Moses the servant
of the LORD commanded you and have obeyed my voice in
all that I have commanded you.

3 You have not forsaken your brothers these many days,
down to this day, but have been careful to keep the charge of
the LORD your God.

4 And now the LORD your God has given rest to your broth-
ers, as he promised them. Therefore turn and go to your tents
in the land where your possession lies, which Moses the ser-
vant of the LORD gave you on the other side of the Jordan.

5 Only be very careful to observe the commandment and the
law that Moses the servant of the LORD commanded you,
to love the LORD your God, and to walk in all his ways and
to keep his commandments and to cling to him and to serve
him with all your heart and with all your soul.”

6 So Joshua blessed them and sent them away, and they went
to their tents.

7 Now to the one half of the tribe of Manasseh Moses had
given a possession in Bashan, but to the other half Josh-
ua had given a possession beside their brothers in the land
west of the Jordan. And when Joshua sent them away to their
homes and blessed them,

8 he said to them, “Go back to your tents with much wealth
and with very much livestock, with silver, gold, bronze, and
iron, and with much clothing. Divide the spoil of your ene-
mies with your brothers.”

2 So the people of Reuben and the people of Gad and the half-
tribe of Manasseh returned home, parting from the people of
Israel at Shiloh, which is in the land of Canaan, to go to the
land of Gilead, their own land of which they had possessed
themselves by command of the LORD through Moses.
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Why did Reuben, Gad, and the
half-tribe of Manasseh build an

altar? (22:23-29)
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On this Thanksgiving Day,
please share why you are
grateful.
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Finally, the distribution of the land ended with the tribe of Levi. Now
Reuben, Gad, and the half-tribe of Manasseh are allowed to return to
the east side of the Jordan River. When they received the allocated
land on the east side of the Jordan, these tribes made a promise to
God through Moses. They said that they would spearhead the battle
for the conquest of Canaan which was west of the Jordan for the
sake of other tribes and sent 40,000 men to fight for seven years.
Now, Joshua tells them to return after completing all their missions.
However, the blessing is not to ‘get strong,” ‘get rich,” or “be healthy.”
There is only one thing. “Keep God’s laws and commandments, and
love only God with all your strength, with all your soul and with all your
mind.”

Two and a half tribes received this word as a great blessing. The
reason they were all able to receive it in unity was because they were
at the forefront of the wars. They risked their lives, not for their tribes
or their land, and stood in the frontline. During the 7 years of war,
sometimes it felt like there was no gain or fairness. However, through

those years, they were able to see and experience God’s power and
Prayer for Churches & Pastors providence, which was so clear. Therefore, they understood. It meant

that being with God was the greatest blessing than any other bless—

L] W3], O|FA(HI) ing. All of us who are with God are already walking the path of bless—
JAACHRIZR| S|, BHOIE(HI) ing. On this day of Thanksgiving, we give thanks and praise to the
WHESY 2HE flot 7| Lord for His steadfast and everlasting presence with us!
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Lord, Speak.

Your Servant is Listening

CESEDREE
Doing & Being for Today
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Reading Insight

Joshua shared his farewell message with the Israelites.

J3 Hymnb46 Standing on the Promises

Meditation * Joshua 23:1-8 Reading Plan -_]oshua 23

1 A long time afterward, when the LORD had given rest to
Israel from all their surrounding enemies, and Joshua was
old and well advanced in years,

2 Joshua summoned all Israel, its elders and heads, its judg-
es and officers, and said to them, “I am now old and well ad-
vanced in years.

3 And you have seen all that the LORD your God has done to
all these nations for your sake, for it is the LORD your God
who has fought for you.

4 Behold, I have allotted to you as an inheritance for your
tribes those nations that remain, along with all the nations
that [ have already cut off, from the Jordan to the Great Sea
in the west

5The LORD your God will push them back before you and
drive them out of your sight. And you shall possess their
land, just as the LORD your God promised you.

6 Therefore, be very strong to keep and to do all that is writ-
ten in the Book of the Law of Moses, turning aside from it
neither to the right hand nor to the left,

7 that you may not mix with these nations remaining among
you or make mention of the names of their gods or swear by
them or serve them or bow down to them,

8but you shall cling to the LORD your God just as you have
done to this day.
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What are the points of Josh—
ua’s farewell message to the
Israelites? (23:6-8)
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What is the most important
message you would like to
give to your descendents at
the end of your life?
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Before his passing, Joshua asked the Israelites to not waver right
or left but to obey God’s commandments. When Joshua asked for
these things, the Israelites could not disregard or dispute his re—
quest because Joshua lived his own life according to God’s com—
mandments. Joshua was a mere human being but he always fo-
cused on not turning right or left and tried his best to obey God’s
commandments. Of course Joshua made mistakes and experi—
enced failures. However, those low moments were compensated
by correction and recovery. Both Joshua who was giving the fare—
well message and all the Israelites begin their new journey of faith
again when they remember clearly who God has been for them.
Just like the farewell message of Joshua, they trust that God will
guide everyone who loves God and follows His commandments

with abundant blessings and grace.
Dear family of the United Methodist Church, what kind of lives
have you lived so far? Can you say things to your children similar to
3|9 AXIE QJst 7|E what Joshua said to the Israelites? Can you say, “Do not turn aside
Prayer for Churches & Pastors right or left but follow the commandments of God” to your descen-

dents? It is not too late.
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Me and My House
Will Serve the Lord
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KHIE HIFEANM.
Lord. Have Mercy on Us.
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Reading Insight

Joshua summoned the leaders of each tribe at Shechem and
shared his last words. He asked them to take an oath to serve
and obey YHWH God only.

/3 Hymn435 Thou, My Everlasting Portion

Meditation * Joshua 24:14-28 Reading Plan -]oshua 24

14 “Now therefore fear the LORD and serve him in sincerity and in
faithfulness. Put away the gods that your fathers served beyond the
River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD.

15 And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the LORD, choose this day
whom you will serve, whether the gods your fathers served in the re-
gion beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you
dwell. Butas for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.”

16 Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake
the LORD to serve other gods,

17 for it is the LORD our God who brought us and our fathers up from
the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did those great
signs in our sight and preserved us in all the way that we went, and
among all the peoples through whom we passed.

18 And the LORD drove out before us all the peoples, the Amorites who
lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the LORD, for he is our
God.”

19 But Joshua said to the people, “You are not able to serve the LORD,
for he is a holy God. He is a jealous God; he will not forgive your trans-
gressions or your sins.

20 If you forsake the LORD and serve foreign gods, then he will turn
and do you harm and consume you, after having done you good.”

21 And the people said to Joshua, “No, but we will serve the LORD.”

22 Then Joshua said to the people, “You are witnesses against your-
selves that you have chosen the LORD, to serve him.” And they said,
“We are witnesses.”

23 He said, “Then put away the foreign gods that are among you, and
incline your heart to the LORD, the God of Israel.”

24 And the people said to Joshua, “The LORD our God we will serve,
and his voice we will obey.”

2580 Joshua made a covenant with the people that day, and put in place
statutes and rules for them at Shechem.

26 And Joshua wrote these words in the Book of the Law of God. And
he took a large stone and set it up there under the terebinth that was by
the sanctuary of the LORD.

27 And Joshua said to all the people, “Behold, this stone shall be a wit-
ness against us, for it has heard all the words of the LORD that he spoke
to us. Therefore it shall be a witness against you, lest you deal falsely
with your God.”

2880 Joshua sent the people away, every man to his inheritance.

atk
=

oz
b

og

015017t O A2t i} Q10F
2 U2 5 OfEH stASLIIR
(25-28%)

What did Joshua do after
making a covenant with the
Israelites? (24:25-28)

A2 GILIES MEist 42 9
off O LS St AlMLITR
What kind of effort do you
make to be close to God?
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The Decisive Moment
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Joshua reflected on the stories of the Israelites beginning with
Abraham to his generation. It was God who called out Abraham,
took the Israelites out from Egypt, protected them in the wilder—
ness, conquered the Canaanites, fed the Israelites with the grapes
of the vineyard and olive groves, and molded every step of their
history. Sometimes it was hard to understand, sometimes there
was pain and suffering, but God was the one who led every step
and process. The Israelites now understand and praise that every—
thing has been possible in God's grace. For them there would be
times to clearly decide whether they would choose YHWH God or
pagan gods and whether they would seek God’s ways or the
world’s ways?

One thing is clear. If you are on the side of God, you will be
blessed by God. If you depart from God, even though you have re-
ceived blessings before, you will surely receive punishments and
destruction from God. | urge you to remember that this is the same
with us today. This declaration continually works in our context.
Choose God today, confirm your choice every single day, and make
it solid.



L= AL
I-l EEO'I, O:"‘I‘ I:IJ_'-l' I-7}'“ LS ARz
Journaling with Jesus OIS MZIHSL TR
252| At Thanks Note AT FrstPrayer
24t Reading & QT

F 22 One Word

EE=7 | One Prayer

*otLlE ] 0K, Y419] 02 God's heart & your heart

M2 2l8ll For Walking with Jesus

* 22 O 70|, H2| Taking it deeper, further

512 S0 U5S T 0 SHHs
0123} 421, ML, ZEIS AJZiol TOjER) ¢/
AHEX| 7IZBHIAIS.

Today’s Mission Cleared Sticker |




NOVEMBER

' AR (o)
27 ; =1 -9- —l: Sunday Sermon Note

H o=
Title

yyee

Scripture

zoUg

OQutline

st o
s

God’s Voice

126



U YR0ILL T 20| SAE LGS JIS LI,

L|'9-| 724 EI'/I—-!% My Heart / Application

N

|-|'9-| 7|EI'||§ My Prayers

\_

J._I,_§-| 9—| 7|EI‘"§ Prayers of My Church

\_

St =70l UM This Week

127



l NOVEMBER

128

oz
7188 31 3fof gk

2R SAHO|UAE =382 E| W &)

738 Stolsh 7|tk o] 2u|E ThA| AjA 2 Ayt

ti7-dol=t o] 82 VIt olgte £ 0.2 24 W A 77t ol 7] Aol Al
ojEloz o4l o4 I ARE 7HotH ettt Au| Pyt 2 A8 2
COVID-19 W9 AJtfjo] ¢-2]= TrA] 24 o4 DA g AEA 7ITheoF &
Y.

£35S SE oot dRlE 7L 7R e ' IdE 7InHE AR ElY .
71eh2 o ZA -2l oAl AR 7 1B TP T S AR AU Al
FAA A RE A2 o Al7] o dll<H 2 ThA] 24 7ot T Ao At
247018, 7|FAA HAolwUtt. tid ti7d8uith Al A S ofsil Al]
O] ThA| O ke ALE A WL Al U T $-2]7F o] Aol GlofHE 7t
Hol FAUA], A S Efjor e 7o 2 F A UA A SR AU .

W ol glo] W Q B BT S S A AL 1A 2A UL
715 3l 7 Ao gl b o] S0 mhg o] F AL 289

Ao oy 2 EAF L

710 5 827182 goluisid 9219 of 422 H A mi




oA FE= 7o 28 E AEA Lo E U .

7102 2 7|29 AR S THA B U .
UhZo] HH 3ol Sol|7ll 20] Hof AL FukE o5 o)Al 7-a] o] HA = Fd
Argsie oS0l ez SsHsh= ool 7Bz A Q.
%= ol A= 2 o 2ol Al S ATR 244 L.

oA -9 722 QJ%EET«] FIE UL A7 22 E Wyt
o|q 24A L, Fd

FEe ok 248 v Bl Al e X e
A3 249 7|t ol F3AIE BA Al L.
Y A 7T U}X1‘1T7IE}%] oAl T, oA 24Al Q.

FE2 A ddYesdAlE FEE Y vl

A& Ao dlA vl 9}5} 7180l 1o YT

129



Q- Mon

28

2022 November

Oi=2}2| o
Ciet 311

Warning of the Day
of the Lord

( 0{=7|E Opening Prayer )

ZH LEBIAN.
3o B0| EALIo|Ct.
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Your Servant is Listening

CESEDREE
Doing & Being for Today

130

HTF7| Mol SASZ SAE YT MY S0| SSFLICHL 2Lt
KXtz O] M= Solf 0|A2tA0| A =2t ol Cio ZIE
LICY.

5 M263%(51973) 0] M4 &t
24-Q% 1:8-20 z=.99 1&

SUJB) Au{7} of12 wo] SRES A it} e
]2 503 923} 2ol Ajofch

027419} 1A} ] 3.0}0] Ao ZolFL o] T 9 4
FoL AL SustEn

03] 5} EA)7}h nkE] 34Jo] ol A L&
F7baska | 2o] etgl et

1 RS0} gl FIeeeAol EEAS T
ApSo} ZGAole} o] Wt Be] wholet o] Aol
ohglofzg ol =}

2R EUE 7 ARSI RS R Sgton] AR
of oLt o} AR o) o) BE Ut oAl 9S
U ofefm 2 Alghe] £ o] wir)

AN Ble Fe W] Folit 47 Xjojrt A
G £ AHSof sl gxjojth U] shbd 4%
B RS0l Ul o] F2 b 22 A1 o] AES
t8Aofe} o] 219 AAIE 13 Shkde] Aol =
2)] gl =t

1Bl 49 4k 451E A%ske] 45T} ol
PO BE FUEL V3| Sy o] 2oto] HHOR 8O
31059 .22 e olct

15200} 7 olo] o] 2.919] o] 7p7ih] 2 e 2
o] A5 A}ol A2 e o] Ze) et

16212 70] 28] 1= 9Fol] ol A] oh|heLE 7]t
271:g0] 2] shbile] ol A BojAIA] opist ik
7407} o] okeolA] Holzla 7} vlgla 27tol
Bl ou] o] Z4lo] S Gol 2t

187}20] L3213 4 W7} A2 o] = Zo] ghgolet
oz 2ot

190]3.9}] Y7} 37 £2410 Q] o] B0 E AL
S B 2o] 59 BE WSS Aggololct
2EYSE 52 Fotol GuAe o1 APt o Wk
£9] Fo| Zof 2oluolc}




Reading Insight

The lIsraelites cried out loud over the crop destruction by great
locusts. The prophet warned the Israelites that this destruction
was an omen of the judgment day of the Lord.

/3 Hymn263 | Hear the Saviour Say

Meditation * Joel 1:8—20

8 Lament like a virginwearing sackcloth for the bridegroom
of her youth.

9 The grain offering and the drink offering are cut off from
the house of the LORD. The priests mourn, the ministers of
the LORD.

10 The fields are destroyed, the ground mourns, because the
grain is destroyed, the wine dries up, the oil languishes.

11 Be ashamed, O tillers of the soil; wail, O vinedressers, for
the wheat and the barley, because the harvest of the field has
perished.

12 The vine dries up; the fig tree languishes. Pomegranate,
palm, and apple, all the trees of the field are dried up, and
gladness dries up from the children of man.

13 Put on sackcloth and lament, O priests; wail, O ministers
of the altar. Go in, pass the night in sackcloth, O ministers of
my God! Because grain offering and drink offering are with-
held from the house of your God.

14 Consecrate a fast; call a solemn assembly. Gather the el-
ders and all the inhabitants of the land to the house of the
LORD your God, and cry out to the LORD.

15 Alas for the day! For the day of the LORD is near, and as
destruction from the Almighty it comes.

16 Is not the food cut off before our eyes, joy and gladness
from the house of our God?

17 The seed shrivels under the clods; the storehouses are
desolate; the granaries are torn down because the grain has
dried up.

18 How the beasts groan! The herds of cattle are perplexed
because there is no pasture for them; even the flocks of sheep
suffer.

19Toyou, O LORD, I call. For fire has devoured the pastures
of the wilderness, and flame has burned all the trees of the
field.

20 Even the beasts of the field pant for you because the water
brooks are dried up, and fire has devoured the pastures of the
wilderness.

Reading Plan -Joel 1

R T H3t OlA2Aoly
282 olRILpp

What was the solution for the
Israelites who were experi—
encing the calamity of God’s
judgment? (1:14)

FOA 717t EXE o, s
OF FAI2 oA 1 /7I1E 87
NELUIR

How did you overcome a crisis
in the past?
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Spiritual Crisis Is a Real Crisis
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When God looks down on us, what would be the greatest crisis?
If you think of family, business, or children, there is nothing that
would be a mild crisis. For God, the greatest crisis is spiritual
downtime. Symptoms of spiritual downtime are being numb to the
thirst to pray to and worship God and eventually not being able to
sense God's presence. Joel 1:9 says, “Grain offerings and drink of-
ferings are cut off from the house of the Lord.” When the Israelites
sought God with their faith, the fllme was never extinguished on
the altar. However, worship has now stopped. The Israelites reason
for this was that, “Great locusts have eaten up everything and we
have nothing to give as offering.” The Israelites have forgotten that
God is the one who sent the great locusts. God called the prophet
Joel to tell the lsraelites to stop “spiritual downtime” and the lo—
custs were the signal for this. God’s message is “spiritual revival”
for the Israelites.

Dear family of the United Methodist Church, what big wave is
ahead of you? Awake spiritually and surf on the waves. The wave is
not meant to drown you but to give you the opportunity to win over
the wave and become joyous surfers! The only thing we need to do
is to awake spiritually!
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God Fertilizes
the Earth

( 0{=7|E Opening Prayer )
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Lord. Have Mercy on Us.
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Reading Insight

Through the great locust calamity, the major disaster of God’s
judgment day was prophesied, and the Israelites cried out to
God. God graciously responded to their cry with mercy and re—
stored them.

J3 Hymn279 Pass Me Not, O Gentle Saviour

Meditation * Joel 2:18-27

18 Then the LORD became jealous for his land and had pity
on his people.

19 The LORD answered and said to his people, “Behold, I
am sending to you grain, wine, and oil, and you will be satis-
fied; and I will no more make you a reproach among the na-
tions.

Reading Plan -JOEI 2

20 “T will remove the northerner far from you, and drive him
into a parched and desolate land, his vanguard into the east-
ern sea, and his rear guard into the western sea; the stench
and foul smell of him will rise, for he has done great things.

21 “Fear not, O land; be glad and rejoice, for the LORD has
done great things!

22 Fear not, you beasts of the field, for the pastures of the wil-
derness are green; the tree bears its fruit; the fig tree and vine
give their full yield.

23 “Be glad, O children of Zion, and rejoice in the LORD
your God, for he has given the early rain for your vindica-
tion; he has poured down for you abundant rain, the early
and the latter rain, as before.

24 “The threshing floors shall be full of grain; the vats shall
overflow with wine and oil.

25 will restore to you the years that the swarming locust has
eaten, the hopper, the destroyer, and the cutter, my great ar-
my, which I sentamong you.

26 “You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, and praise the
name of the LORD your God, who has dealt wondrously
with you. And my people shall never again be put to shame.

27 You shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, and that I
am the LORD your God and there is none else. And my peo-
ple shall never again be put to shame.
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What was God's tangible re-
sponse to the Israelites when
He changed His heart?
(2:19-20)
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What are the things we would
turn away from and how would
we correct ourselves?
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There are so many people around us who are used as God’s instru-
ments of love for others. For example, nurses who encourage pa—
tients, customers who encourage employees of stores or restaurants,
and those who say “it's ok” when others make mistakes. Sometimes,
we say and do something simple to others, and it is received as a
message of encouragement and goodness.

| hope that we can experience this kind of heartwarming goodness
and encouragement in our church. Sometimes our impatience causes
trouble. “We need to change right now, we must do it right now.” For
the Israelites, their impatience created idols. They focused on some—
thing they could see and they focused on results. The consequences
of their choices were miserable. Prayer is the only remedy for this
kind of impatience. Whenever we are impatient, we focus on “my
will, my self, and my strength.” Grace leads us to realize that we can
not live by our own strength or our own righteousness.

It is also God's grace for us to experience different results, different
circumstances, and different times. It is God’s grace to start a new
day. Even though yesterday was a hard day, the hurt, the agony, and
the heartache only belong to yesterday. Let us not be impatient.
When we are grateful and enjoy today’s grace, God's new work of
grace will begin according to Joel 2:18. “The Lord will take pity on His
people.”
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Lord, Speak.

Your Servant is Listening
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Reading Insight

It was declared that the frightening judgment day of the Lord
would come. However, God promised the Israelites that He
would be their forever refuge and dwelling place.

/3 Hymn322 Gather Us In, Thou Love

Meditation - Joel 3:14-21

14 Multitudes, multitudes, in the valley of decision! For the
day of the LORD is near in the valley of decision.

Reading Plan -Joel 3

15 The sun and the moon are darkened, and the stars with-
draw their shining.

16 The LORD roars from Zion, and utters his voice from
Jerusalem, and the heavens and the earth quake. But the
LORD is arefuge to his people, a stronghold to the people of
Israel.

17 “So you shall know that I am the LORD your God, who
dwells in Zion, my holy mountain. And Jerusalem shall be
holy, and strangers shall never again pass throughit.

18“And in that day the mountains shall drip sweet wine, and
the hills shall flow with milk, and all the streambeds of Judah
shall flow with water; and a fountain shall come forth from
the house of the LORD and water the Valley of Shittim.

19 “Egypt shall become a desolation and Edom a desolate
wilderness, for the violence done to the people of Judah, be-
cause they have shed innocent blood in their land.

20 But Judah shall be inhabited forever, and Jerusalem to all
generations.

21Twill avenge their blood, blood I have not avenged, for the
LORD dwells in Zion.”

3742| 2|2 Z012 O[S0A =
Al 3|=50| oF£2 BRILITI?
(18%)

What was the promise for
those who returned with re—
pentance? (3:18)

UMO| & K0l OEH ot= A
0| FEHE H2 25UMQ?
How can we imitate Jesus

Christ in our daily lives?
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Today’s text has God’s words of judgment for Tyre, Sidon, and
Philistia who were against the Israelites (God’s people). These
words to the Israelites still apply for us today. Or we can say it is for
every nation. Whoever is against God could be referring to all of us
whenever we turn our back from God and do our own will. If we
have God in our heart, we know that we will not be against God. It
reminds me of the familiar praise song, “The Lord is in me, the Lord
is in me, He resides in me:--" As we conclude the month of No-
vember, | pray that we would resemble Jesus Christ more.

The King penguins In South Georgia, Antarctica gather together in
the thousands to share their body temperature to overcome the
extreme cold (lower than minus 158 F). Amazingly, the temperature
difference between inside of the penguin circle and outside is 50 F.
When some penguins have warmed themselves, they drag them-
selves to the outside of the circle so those who are outside the cir—
cle can get in. This is an ongoing progress. Instead of the penguins
outside the circle trying to get inside, the penguins inside the circle
move outside so the outsiders can survive. This is a lesson from
the animal world for us. A caring attitude towards others should
become our second nature.
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$ 1 for every day, we are planting the church of Jesus Christ!

AstZia|m 3| WEIHE 2 Nehemiah Project-Church Planting Movement
L3iojok$ 1 2F Mission Fund #IAIOIE htips://go.missionfund.org/kumenehemiah

13])E AJ3Y Tk We plant a church at a time
o) S 8| Th We prepare for future
sPAA|A o] 1TAIY Tl God is leading our way

2atol

O| S22 Online Giving

o8tet $ 10, $ 20, $ 30, $ 50 per month 0SIER $ 1 perday 0EHEF $ 30 per month

of2{22| 12 S1Z2 st 2| m 3| JHAS 2loH AFSEILICE
Your $ 1 offering will be used for church planting projects of Korean United Methodist Churches
Hgtzelws|o| 0jz2iE FhH|sh= Lol AFZELICE
Your offering will support for future of The United Methodist Church.
o H0{3|= English speaking congregation

o CIQIZAIA Multi-ethnic ministry

t012|Z Korean speaking congregation
o XIM|CHS|Z Next generation ministry
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How can we participate into church planting projects for Nehemiah project?

o 71H0f|A i ERILICE, You may give as afamily.
o XS} | of e ERILICE, You may share with your children,
o MEFIER SAZEHL|LCE. You would give with your credit card.
« Lal|0jo} 2SS Sall, HlatM|7 [R2 QWS = USLICE
This gift can be listed as a tax—deductible gift for your tax report.
Mission Fund 2Atol= hitps://go.missionfund.org/kumcnehemiah
LSO F HILA! &5 QEL|C} Check payable to Nehemiah Project
W 3|E MI$= Lalln|oF 2525 Nehemiah Project
P O Box 5553 Englewood NJ 07631 / Email contact : kumcdevotion@gmail.com
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The First Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage Joshua 1:1-9

Be Strong and of Good Courage

)

We are Bound for Canaan Land
Am | a Soldier of the Cross
Encamped Along the Hills of Light

m Opening Discussion

November is the month of Thanksgiving. Whatam | grateful for?
How well have | done what God expected me to do this year?

m Understanding today’s passage

After living slavishly in Egypt and having been disciplined through the hardship
of the wilderness for 40 years, the Hebrew people encamped before reaching
the land of Canaan. After the death of Moses, the leader of a great nation, the
position that no one seemed to be able to fill was given to Joshua. The first task
given to him was to “enter the land promised by God.” The land was a promise
from God that had been invariably carried on from Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, to
Moses.

Joshua, who had already experienced God’s work and grace through Moses,
kept his fears hidden from others. His fear probably was, “Can | lead this peo-
ple well?” God’s response to him was, “Be strong and bold, be not afraid.” This
phrase is repeated three times in today’s text alone. In particular, the third one is
accompanied by, ‘Isn’t that what | have commanded you?” God is encouraging
Joshua not to be discouraged. It was a statement given in the context of the war
against the seven tribes in the land of Canaan, but more fundamentally, it re—
quired a strong trust in and obedience to God.

“Keep and do all the laws which have commanded you, and do not bias them ei-
therright or left.” The law is defined in one phrase “to be the holy people of God.”
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Small Group Discussion Guides for January

Why did God say these words to those who are now facing war with the world?
Because they needed to know.

| must know that it is God who raised me up, that the war belongs to God, and
that the land of Canaan is not occupied by me, but that it is given by God. In a
world where there are many people who forget God'’s grace, we know that ev—
erything is from God, that we will receive it with gratitude and confess it with
grace.

m Into the Word

1. Where and to what extent is the Promised Land granted to the Israelites? (1:3-4)

2. Whatwas God'’s solution to Joshua’s fear? (1:7-9)

m Into our life

1. What spiritual leadership do you have in your home, church, workplace, etc.?

2. Who (what) is Canaan that we are going to occupy now?

m Memory Verse Joshual:8

This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on
it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written
in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good
success.

m Sharing with your children

What are you most afraid of?
How do you pray to God about that fear?
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The Second Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage Joshua 7:22-26

Has the Problem of
Your Sins Been Resolved?

©

‘Tis the Promise of God
When | Saw the Cleansing Fountain
Christ, Our Redeemer

m Opening Discussion

What s the sin that you are currently struggling with?

m Understanding today’s passage

We saw the amazing guidance God provided to Israel when they marched in faith.
Crossing the Jordan River, marching around the city of Jericho for 7 days, and seeing
it being destroyed were done by faith and through the grace of God. However, when
Achan’s sin entered the community, it shook even Joshua's trust in the Lord.

Aiis a small city compared to Jericho. The spies said they had nothing to worry about
and were confident that they would win with just two or three thousand men. But
they lost the war. Not only did they lose the war, but their hearts melted in fear as
well. Previously, it was the Canaanites who feared even hearing the name of God of
Israel. But now the tables have turned and it was the Israelites who lost the courage
and the will to fight again.

Up to this point, Joshua did not know what the underlying problem was. Joshua and
the elders fell on their faces before the ark of the LORD, lamented and prayed. “The
Canaanites and the other people of the country will hear about this and they will sur-
round us and wipe out our name from the earth. What then will you do for your own
great name?” (7:9) In response, God said, “Israel has sinned; they have violated my
covenant, which I commanded them to keep.” It seemed that God was frustrated with
Joshua and told Joshua to acknowledge the sin among them instead of praying in ig-
norance. Someone violated God's command, stole things, hid them, and lied about it.
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Small Group Discussion Guides for January

We have to know that without facing and repenting of our sins, there will be no an-
swer to our prayers. When we see God taking Achan’s sin seriously, it is clear that
God will never take sins lightly. What was the essence of the sin here? It was not
keeping God’s Word and command. The punishment of Achan’s sin did not stop with
him but extended to all of his family members, including his wife, sons, and daugh-
ters. Even their animals were killed. From this war, there were 36 deaths of Hebrew
soldiers and many more were wounded.

Dear beloved, we need to get rid of the evil within us, our homes, and from our
churches. When Joshua and the elders started to pray, God provided a new oppor-
tunity by letting them know of their sins. You may think you can be under the grace
of God even if you sin, but unless you get rid of your sins, the promise of God will not
be fulfilled for you. Now is the time to decide. Even if it hurts or even if it is difficult,
removing what needs to be removed is the way to victory in God.

m Into the Word
1. Why did Israel lose the battle with Ai? (7:11-12)

2. After losing the battle of Ai, what complaint did Joshua make before God? (7:7

m Into our life

1. How did you solve the problem of sin that made it impossible to receive God’s
promises?

2. What sins must be removed in our community (family, church, country) now?

m Memory Verse Joshua 7:13a

Get up! Consecrate the people and say, ‘Consecrate yourselves for tomorrow;

m Sharing with your children

Did your parents already know of the wrongdoings you tried to hide? How do you
think they found out? How do you pray to God about that fear?
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The Third Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage Joshua 14:6-15

Give Me This Mountain

)

Down in the Valley Where the Mists of Doubt Arise
Standing on the promises
My Jesus, as Thou Wilt

m Opening Discussion

When did you fully rely on God?

m Understanding today’s passage

Today's text is the story of the territory distribution regarding west of the Jordan. These
western lands were divided among the nine and a half tribes of Israel, except for Reuben,
Gad, and the half-tribes of Manasseh, which already received their allotment east of the
Jordan. By lot, the tribe of Judah chose first. At this time, a man who was leading the
tribe of Judah appeared, and he was none other than Caleb, who explored Canaan with
Joshua 45 years ago. Now that he was 85 years old, and respected both in age and rep-
utation, he was worthy of receiving the best land. However, the land he chose was the
least expected choice, “Hebron.” The older name of Hebron is “Kiriath Arba,” and it is the
land inhabited by the descendants of Anak, who were physically massive and powerful
and whom even Samson had a hard time dealing with.

Consequently, the tribe that received Hebron would have no choice but to engage in a
difficult battle against them. In spite of that, Caleb asked for the land. Why did he choose
a place that others disregarded, even though he had first choice? Was it because Caleb
never saw the dreadful descendants of Anak? No. Caleb also saw reality with his own
eyes but he had the eyes of faith that saw the most powerful God. He had the eyes of
faith that others didn't have and saw God the Almighty with his eyes of faith. In other
words, what is most important is how you see rather than what you see. Caleb was
seeing the descendants of Anak with the same eyes of faith that he had 45 years ago.
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Small Group Discussion Guides for January

He was still trusting the power of God, trusting that God would do the same again for his
tribe.

This is what God says about Caleb. “But because my servant Caleb has a different spirit
and follows me wholeheartedly, | will bring him into the land he went to, and his descen-
dants will inheritit” (Num 14:24).

In today’s scripture, this is what Caleb says about his life, “God made me alive!” (Joshua
14:10) In other words, Caleb did not live a life relying on his own power. He always ac-
knowledged that it was God who made him live and endure. Caleb was certain that such
a God would help him occupy the Promised Land.

His decision was truly outstanding. His choice was definitely a good one. The Bible gives
an account about the result of his decision. “So Hebron has belonged to Caleb son of
Jephunneh the Kenizzite ever since, because he followed the Lord, the God of Israel,
wholeheartedly. (Hebron used to be called Kiriath Arba after Arba, who was the greatest
man among the Anakites)” (14:14-15).

m Into the Word

1. How was the distribution of the territories west of the Jordan done? (14:1-2)
2. What was God’s promise to Caleb 45 years ago? (14:9)

m Into our life

1. At the moment of decision, what guides your decision making?
2. Whatis God’s promise you are holding onto?

m Memory Verse Joshua 14:12

“Now give me this hill country that the Lord promised me that day -+ their cities were
large and fortified, but, the Lord helping me, [ will drive them out just as he said.”

m Sharing with your children

Was there a time you felt that God was with you?



The Fourth Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage Joel 1:8-20

The Warning on the Day
of the Lord

)

Marvelous Grace of Our Loving Lord
| Hear Thy Welcome Voice
Tho' your sins be as scarlet

m Opening Discussion

How is your soul now?

m Understanding today’s passage

The meaning of the name Joel is “YHWH is God.” In Israel, there are so many
people who have the name “Joel.” In the Old Testament, there are 12 people
who have the name Joel but they are not the author of the Book of Joel. We do
not know when the prophet Joel was active or who he was, but one certain thing
is that it must have been a time of political turmoil and darkness. Joel's message
is very simple. If the Israelites do not repent and do not return to the Lord, the
day of the Lord, the day of judgment will come upon them as a judgment. The
day of the Lord would not be a joyous or happy day, but would be disastrous.

This message at a time of crisis speaks to us today. What kind of crisis are you
going through? If you think of family, business, circumstances, and children,
there is nothing that would be a mild crisis. For God, the greatest crisis is spiritual
downtime. The symptoms of spiritual downtime are being numb to the thirst to
worship God and pray to God and eventually unable to sense God’s presence.
Joel 1:9 says, “Grain offerings and drink offerings are cut off from the house of
the Lord.” When the Israelites sought God with their faith, the altar flame was
never extinguished. However, the worship has stopped now. The Israelites’ rea—
son is that “Great locusts have eaten up everything and we have nothing to give
as offering.” The Israelites have forgotten that God is the one who sent the great
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Small Group Discussion Guides for January

locusts. God sent the locusts and called the prophet Joel to tell the Israelites to
stop “spiritual downtime” and the locusts were the omen for this. The message
of Godis “spiritual revival” for the Israelites.

Dear family of the United Methodist Church, what kind of big wave comes
before you? Awake spiritually and surf on the wave. The wave is not meant to
drown you but give you the opportunity to win over the wave and become joy—
ous surfers! The only thing we need to do is to awake spiritually!

m Into the Word

1. What was the solution given for the Israelites who were about to experience the ca-
lamity of God’s judgment? (1:14)

2. How did the prophet Joel respond to the great locust disaster? (1:15)

m Into our life

1. How did you overcome a crisis in the past?

2. Have you ever stopped worshiping God? How was your spiritual life then?

m Memory Verse Joell:3

Tellit to your children,
and let your children tell it to their children,
and their children to the next generation.

m Sharing with your children

Do you worship at church every Sunday? Why might you miss Sunday worship?
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MISSIONARY
OF THE MONTH

Advance : #13974Z D
Country : United States

s —

—_—
b Choi, bun Ha

Rev. Bunha (Grace) Choi is a missionary with the Board of Global Min-
istries of the United Methodist Church. Currently, Grace serves as a Mis-
sionary in Residence (MIR) at the headquarters of Global Ministries in
Atlanta, GA, USA.

As an active missionary, the role of MIR is to be a liaison between
Global Ministries and its missionary community. The work of MIR is
pastoral, listening to and caring for missionaries directing their diverse
concerns to Global Ministries, and organizational, advocating for mis-
sionaries.

Before becoming MIR, Grace was a missionary in the Philippines for
18 years. At first, she worked as a youth coordinator of the Philippines
Annual Conference. Later, she served at Harris Memorial College, a
deaconess training center for Christian education. At Harris, she was a

community health coordinator at an indigenous community and urban




informal settlement area. Also, she taught music courses and led the
school choir.

Grace says, ‘When I was a teenager, I read many missionary stories,
and [ wanted to be a missionary.” So, she entered a nursing college to
prepare herself to be a missionary. Later, however, she forgot about it
and pursued a worldly success. Then suddenly, she was stricken with an
illness doctor could not diagnose. Grace confesses, “Through the illness,
my mind was getting humble. I began to long for God and recovered my
dream to be a missionary.” She continues, “Ever since I became a mis-
sionary, I have always affirmed that mission is not about sacrificing my-
self for God, it is to participate in God's mission trusting in the Lord who
sacrificed himself for me.

A native of South Korea, Grace earned Bachelor of Science in Nursing
from Yonsei University in Seoul, and Master of Divinity from the Presby-
terian University and Theological Seminary in Gwangnaru, Seoul. In the
Philippines, she studied voice performance at the University of Santo
Tomas.

A full member of the Philippines Annual Conference, Grace is married
to Jae Hyoung Choi, also a GBGM missionary. They have two sons, Soo
Hoon and Ji Hoon.

Contactinfo : echoi@umcmission.org
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