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Dear Lord 5=,

From September 2022, 9Qoj|:=
Time A7+

Place &4 ojlA

sitting before you <= ko] Qto}
eating your Word 4 9] W& 9111
praying to you, =47 o} ==

will have a fellowship with you.

Zq3 w45 Ayt

Name O]&

Could you not watch with me one hour?
1 3]7} 1het @A 3 Al7Hone houn® 7101 91Z 4= iEiUF? (1} 26:40)
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Reading Insight -

Noah, who worshipped God with bumed offerings, was blessed |
by God to be fruitful and increase in number. God made a cov— |

s 402
BILHEMA] 341 221219 o]0
H AnsH A2 [oeirte?
(3-43)

What was the food given by
God and the accompanying
warning? (9:3-4)

flood and as proof showed the rainbow in the cloud. Noah was
drunk with wine and fell asleep and his naked body was ex-
posed to his son, Ham, whom Noah cursed to be slaves of his
brothers.

0 1z
229 TR0 FHE
KtA[5| 47110
SILUE et Ol

7 Hymn 393 Great is Thy Faithfulness

Meditation - Genesis 9:20-27 ReadigPan - Genesis 9

3 =A
::;I;:ﬂmthe wine and became drunk and lay uncov- : 247 o10j 22 o0l 20| 24 = L_l |:.|'_
I, o HHAIR. (5-6%)
22 And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of his Please meditate deeply on the -
father and told his two brothers outside. meanings contained in the o g?_l' [-HOI"(ESV/JHO"UH{;)
5 Then Shem and Tapheth took a earment, Laid it on both L L 0|9} 512S & 7)1|
their shoulders, and walked backward and covered the na- o
kedness of their father. Their faces were furned backward, SISCE BER9 =

and they did not see their father’s nakedness.

§; 0 o|'|__
24 When Noah awoke from his wine and knew what his -I e Ol |0H |I:I-

'youngest son had done to him,

25 he said, “*Cursed be Canaan; a servant of servants shall he o =20 _|2E

e FEMME MRS
andleConanbebisgera 2o Heg SRABL,
27 May God enlarge Japheth, and let him dwell in the tents of Jé!_E_E o E,IE I‘IJI'Ij
Shem, and let Canaanbehisservant™ @&
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AfBHC] A2 vs LS Hope and Faith in the New Year

20224 MEHSl A 2 QILICE 2020515 S| AISHEl HEI2I0] ARt

So| g IR0 BUS0|E B 75T, Mol & B2 A0

MES 7[0het AT 2 BILIC) “HOE0] BHOH ST 2/ by

S TH5I0), 71550 72, RS 39, D KK AR S,

B HOE OIS 7IU6HIL. ORIZE A 37 LiZe) 7|

R Ulot A EOMS AT TR2, SLIANE AS ‘B0
© & Y% One Word 2 TSI I AUE 2R ONMSTIR?

27| 950 SILIO] YRS T KR PI0IR} HIEA 0[20{H HZYLIC

TR, SiLpie) FicHe} ATS 92, &, AEI0K, ARISS| 12T}

£ 23 C12 ZRILICh Moh 3, B2 AfSS LS| 7ot Azt

oYz &t O 2 AN 2 052 SiLiHel ZI0He AT 42, % AE'E

a120] Z(sword)S R 37 730} BILICH SHLFSHRH, L20[2 &AP] 121 101 M)

Q- - Rji= %017| WRYULICE “BHLEMA HIE XS E X8 WO
AF23510] O AIES CEHETE o Of O 2 F0M S0 OIS 7ICiSt A28 TSR 2O%, 23 o7t
| A O | o5 zM ygon | 9 US0[2t ES Z0|7| WEALICE. LWL A0 YT BSCZ A
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L Today is the first day of 2022. The pandemic which began in 2020
changed our lifestyle but the first day of the new year still brings us
C}A new expectations and hope. We expect a better future than the
e t 7IE one Prayer past and make wishes like the end of the pandemic coming soon,
:'?_I—*fol‘ g H‘\:'* 2 E H good health for family members, good conditions at children’s

schools, good financial conditions for family, etc. | can guess that

FHO| =M S yo=

EEIE 20 you all have your own expectations and hopes for the new year. Did
A|x.|0|,E ?EB% g{ngtl. God also have His own expectations and hopes as He created the

world with His “Word"?

God's Word by itself is the promise and the command that would
be fulfiled with certainty. Therefore, the expectations and hopes of
- - God, that is, “His providence, will, and plan,” would clearly be dif-
= = o|=
© U3[et AIHXIE QI8 7] ferent from those of humans. On the first day of the new year, we

may have a myriad of our own expectations and hopes, but as be-
Prayer for ChUrCheS lievers we must first seek and find the expectations and hopes of
& Pastors our Lord - “His providence, will and plan” - because our faith is
_ built on Genesis 1:1. Unless we seek and find the expectations and
= O]
Dl I|_-|0—:'|0" Eo-ix:l NI\: TS} AIRIE ©J3t 7| hopes in life based on our belief in the Word, “God created the
ﬂil%% _?__ 3H 7 |E%|:|H-| |:|. Ch world,” our faith will evs.nunlly be shaken. | pray that we begin tlha
new year today by seeking hope in the new year based on our faith
] @ﬂllxlﬂ“ﬁﬁéﬂldl =‘¥_11I(AK) in the Word.
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*0l|=Ha SHEH= 4 216l For Walking with Jesus

O Today’s Mission Cleared
#XF O 0|, Ya| Taking it deeper, further Sticker
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Reading Insight

Acceptance of the Gospel of God means that the Son of God,
Jesus, becomes our LORD and Christ. All sinners are bound to
die in accordance with God’s law but can be saved by believing
in the Son of God, our LORD Jesus Christ.

/3 Hymn269 The Precious Blood of Jesus

ReadingPlan - ROmans |

18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their un-
righteousness suppress the truth.

19 For what can be known about God is plain to them, be-
cause God has shown it to them.

20 For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and
divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the
creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So
they are without excuse.

21 For although they knew God, they did not honor him as
God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their
thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened.

22 Claiming to be wise, they became fools,

23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images
resembling mortal man and birds and animals and creeping
things.

24 Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to
impurity, to the dishonoring of their bodies among them-
selves,

25 because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and
worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator,
who is blessed forever! Amen.
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What are the things that God
wants to reveal through those
he created? (v. 20)
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What part of you do you think
reveals the image of God?
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| once heard a deaconess’ story about how she first began at-
tending the church. One evening, she was watching the sunset and
felt its natural beauty. She realized there must be a creator who
created such beauty and that it must have been God. She then be—
gan attending church.

Apostle Paul affirmed that God had clearly manifested His eternal
capability and divinity to all creatures. Therefore, no one can claim
that they do not know God.

The character of God is revealed fully throughout the world creat-
ed by Him. God reveals Himself through all natural creatures that
come into contact with us and sometimes even through natural di-
sasters like hurricanes and earthquakes. God is not far away from
us, but reveals His existence even through all creatures that we
come into contact with. We are created in the image of God.
Therefore, we must work harder than anything else to reveal God’s
capability and divinity. We must live our life that befits us as created
to reveal the beauty of God to those who do not know God
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Reading Insight

All human beings are to receive the judgment of God. The basis
of the judgment is Jesus Christ. Therefore, we must live our
life of peace with perseverance and good deeds and acquire an
eternal life of honor and glory that will not perish.

/3 Hymn180 When the Trumpet of the Lord Shall Sound

ReadingPlan - ROMAans 2

1 Therefore you have no excuse, O man, every one of you
who judges. For in passing judgment on another you con-
demn yourself, because you, the judge, practice the very
same things.

2 We know that the judgment of God rightly falls on those
who practice such things.

3 Do you suppose, O man--you who judge those who prac-
tice such things and yet do them yourself--that you will es-
cape the judgment of God?

4 Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and for-
bearance and patience, not knowing that God’s kindness is
meant to lead you to repentance?

5Butbecause of your hard and impenitent heart you are stor-
ing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath when God’s
righteous judgment will be revealed.

6 He will render to each one according to his works:

7 to those who by patience in well-doing seek for glory and
honor and immortality, he will give eternal life;

8 but for those who are self-seeking and do not obey the
truth, but obey unrighteousness, there will be wrath and fury.

2 There will be tribulation and distress for every human be-
ing who does evil, the Jew first and also the Greek,

10 but glory and honor and peace for everyone who does
good, the Jew first and also the Greek.

11 For God shows no partiality.
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What does scripture specifi-
cally say about how condemn-
ing others is like despising
God? (v. 4)
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When you see the faults of
others, are you the condemn-
ing type or forgiving type with
mercy?
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Once a trial starts the court proceedings take a long time until the
final verdict. A fair and just verdict requires lots of time to collect
evidence and conduct fact checks. In spite of the efforts, some—
times wrong verdicts can be handed down. Sometimes innocent
people can spend a long time in jail, even if the verdict is later re—
versed and the wrongly incarcerated is released. It is difficult to
judge others. In spite of that difficulty, people easily judge and con-
demn others. Apostle Paul said that judging others meant con—
demning ourselves because the person passing judgment is doing
the same thing as the judged.

Though God knew our sins exactly as they were, God did not
condemn our sins. Instead, God accepted the sinners as they were
and received the sinners as children of God by His mercy and pa-
tience. Judging others is to condemn ourselves and is to despise
the abundance of grace bestowed to us by God. As we encounter
moments to judge others, rather than taking the attitude of con—
demnation, let us remember that God accepted us while we were
still sinners and treated us with mercy and patience. As a result, we
must reveal the abundance of grace bestowed to us.
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Reading Insight

Because we are all sinners, we are bound to receive the judg—
ment of God. But God used the blood of Jesus Christ as a
peace offering and opened the way for peace with God for
those who believe in Jesus Christ.

J3 Hymn93 Jesus Is All the World to Me

ReadingPlan - ROmMans 3

8 And why not do evil that good may come?--as some people
slanderously charge us with saying. Their condemnation is
just.

2 What then? Are we Jews any better off? No, not at all. For
we have already charged that all, both Jews and Greeks, are
under sin,

10asitis written: “None is righteous, no, not one;
1110 one understands; no one seeks for God.

12 All have turned aside; together they have become worth-
less; no one does good, not even one.”

13 “Their throat is an open grave; they use their tongues to
deceive.” “The venom of asps is under their lips.”

14“Their mouth is full of curses and bitterness.”
15“Their feet are swift to shed blood;

16 in their paths are ruin and misery,

17 and the way of peace they have not known.”

18“There is no fear of God before their eyes.”
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What does scripture say the
Jews and the Greek will expe—
rience? (v. 9)
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What is the nature of sin that
you need to lay before God to—

day?
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If someone said to your face, “You are a sinner,” you would feel
unpleasant. You may even feel the comment was unfair if you tried
to live a life of goodness. But the Bible tells us that whether Jew or
Greek they are all in sin. This was a shock to the Jewish people
because they believed that they had the Word of God and they
were the righteous people obeying the Word of God.

It is unpleasant when we hear other people calling us sinners, but
it takes the grace of God to realize that we are sinners. When we
realize that we are sinners, we will seek Jesus Christ and will expe—
rience the grace of God for His forgiveness of our sins.

“The way of a fool seems right to him, but a wise man listens to
advice” (Prov 12:15). When we feel that we are right and righteous,
we need to worry if we have become foolish. This is because there
is a high probability that we have become insensitive to our sins,
but not because we have no sins. When we discover sins within
us, it hurts. But on the other hand, this discovery can become an
opportunity to seek God and to experience the forgiveness, grace,
and love of God. The world is full of sins, but the grace of God is
bigger and fuller.
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Reading Insight

Abraham was saved not by works but by faith. We must not
doubt the promise of God and increase our faith for the glory of
God, and we need to be called righteous by believing in Jesus
Christ who was raised from the dead.

/3 Hymn545 Down in the Valley Where the Mists of Doubt Arise

ReadingPlan - Romans 4

3 For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God,
and it was counted to him as righteousness.”

4 Now to the one who works, his wages are not counted as a
giftbutas his due.

5 And to the one who does not work but believes in him who
justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness,

6 just as David also speaks of the blessing of the one to
whom God counts righteousness apart from works:

7 “Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, and
whose sins are covered;

8 blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count
his sin.”

21s this blessing then only for the circumcised, or also for the
uncircumcised? We say that faith was counted to Abraham
asrighteousness.

10 How then was it counted to him? Was it before or after he
had been circumcised? It was not after, but before he was
circumcised.

11 He received the sign of circumcision as a seal of the righ-
teousness that he had by faith while he was still uncircum-
cised. The purpose was to make him the father of all who
believe without being circumcised, so that righteousness
would be counted to them as well,

12 and to make him the father of the circumcised who are not
merely circumcised but who also walk in the footsteps of
the faith that our father Abraham had before he was circum-
cised.
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Where is our justification? How
could we be justified as being
righteous? (vv. 23-24)
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What do you think is the most
precious among all the bless—
ings you have received?
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In Korea, sometimes prisoners with good behavior are pardoned
and released during important national holidays. There is no better
news than being freed upon forgiveness from the price of sins.

If this is true, then those Christians believing in Jesus Christ are
truly blessed people because their sins are forgiven. Paul quoted
David, “Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose
sins are covered. Blessed is the man whose sin the Lord will never
count against him” (vv. 7-8).

We mortals commit sins but we are desperate people without
the ability to avoid death that is the wage for our sins. We are des—
tined to be locked up in hell, our eternal prison. But God opened a
way for our sins to be forgiven. We do not have to pay fines, nor
offer service of labor, nor serve time in prison. There is nothing re—
quired of us. The only requirement is to believe that Jesus died to
pay for my sin and He is my savior. Salvation is the free gift of grace
from God to the believers of Jesus. However, we must remember
that God paid the most precious price to bestow His grace to us,
and we must be grateful for the blessing of forgiveness of our sins.



=Ha AL|TIL S
I-I Eol, O:”_I_ I:I-L'l' %I-]}” LS AR O
Journaling with Jesus Ofl=ES MZRiSLIR
a _

0| ZH} Thanks Note A 7| & First Prayer O
o 2} Reading & QT O
o st 32 One Word O
Py EE=7 |5 One Prayer O

StLFE S| 0FE, 2419 O+ God's heart & your heart

Cl+~Eat SAok= &S

[l For Walking with Jesus

40

Z2 O 20|, H2| Taking it deeper, further

@YouTube @729 =02

O p 0
ot S 2ES AU O-Ei SWot= N
OIS AUZE THEES, TS AJ710 TLOHEEX] ot Today’s Mission Cleared
ORIEX| 7IZSHIAIS. [=]%X



olL}=le
Ate| =5
—0fl= 12|AE
Affirmation

of the Love of God
- Jesus Christ

0{=7| &= Opening Prayer

Z0 22]00|A
K|S HIFEAN.
Lord. Have Mercy on Us.

950/ 3 Y, 0t FH|

Doing & Being for Today

46

wz|

Ol 22| AE9| T2 Q1510 REl= 2IFC oty
O TS 2, oiLtE H=0 oFHE

0R [
mjo
r

U

S MA10%(E468%) L 0] & L2ff 04
g=. 204 5%

12 1810 2 GHAF0 2 wrlgfo} 7} Aol Sol 2.1
22 wrlgfo} Abgo] Sojgiih] o]e} o] BE Al
o] 215 A]90.1 2 Apgfo] LE AbgtolA o2yl
1 27H 2 9] Aol Aol Slgl ot o] gk
tfol= 2 3= o}7]x] o el giviet

12 120} oo 2 E wAHA ofghe] Mot 2L
2 312] o3 A ST Abgo] 9 12 Bk of
e 04 o] maolet

15 131} o] AR T H9} 27 ohJsh 2 3 Al
o W2 gIste] Be Abgto] F9LS B shdel
289} EG 3 Al o4 PR 0] L2 wajke
A2 g Aol A Y

1625 o] 122 IF B Al 0.2 ok A o
Ut Alhe 3 Ao 2 wrlgtol B2jo] 0|23 ot
e TR R DERE
175k Abgto] 2 Wlolo} Algo] 13 Al 55
o] G 12 B2 T8 L0} olo] 2L P
EAEL 3 o4 IR A RS Fote] 4 QoA &
w3t zrt

18 T2 3 AR e Algro] o] o2 4 o]
o9 9]z Wrlgfol B Ago] o|Fth SIS
ob o] o231z}

195 AJo] 45514 ORLIREO. 2 B Alro] 21 €1 A
2ol 3k Algo] - F 51 0.2 B2 Atgto] ojglo] wfele}
20 g4jo] S0} AL WA Esp 519 golet e
A LIS I SRR

21 0]z 27} Ap QToA] 9 15 5 A o] LHE gt
o] WujQro} 9 1n 3] 9] F o] Telrm R W
w]9tol 34je] ol 27 st golet

i



Reading Insight

Because of the blood of Jesus Christ, we gained the privilege of
being justified, were saved from the rage of God, and can live in
peace with God.

/3 Hymn410 There Comes to My Heart

ReadingPlan - ROMans 5

12 Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one
man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men
because all sinned--

13 for sin indeed was in the world before the law was given,
but sin is not counted where there is no law.

14 Yet death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those
whose sinning was not like the transgression of Adam, who
was a type of the one who was to come.

15 But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died
through one man’s trespass, much more have the grace of
God and the free gift by the grace of that one man Jesus
Christabounded for many.

16 And the free gift is not like the result of that one man’s sin.
For the judgment following one trespass brought condem-
nation, but the free gift following many trespasses brought
Justification.

17 For if, because of one man’s trespass, death reigned
through that one man, much more will those who receive the
abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness reign
in life through the one man Jesus Christ.

18 Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all
men, so one act of righteousness leads to justification and
life for all men.

19 For as by the one man’s disobedience the many were
made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the many will
be made righteous.

20 Now the law came in to increase the trespass, but where
sin increased, grace abounded all the more,

21 50 that, as sin reigned in death, grace also might reign
through righteousness leading to eternal life through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

na
ol
Jp

o=

FARO| =F802 U2 AtE
0| 210 U=, 11 Bt ARt
2 F7U7R (156%)
Because one obeyed God,
many became righteous, who
was that one? (v. 15)

n rot

When did you experience the
overflowing grace of God?
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Grace Overflows Where Sins Flourish
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| remember attending a revival gathering with my mother when |
was young. Adults sat on the wooden floor and prayed with their
eyes flooded with tears and noses running. But after the revival
meeting, when leaving the church, the same people parted ex—
changing joyful greetings. That was an amazing sight.

Paul said that where more sins are found, there the more grace
overflows. When our sins are forgiven because we believe in Jesus
Christ, it is natural that our sorrow turns into joy. But not all places
where sins are found overflow with the grace of God. If repentance
does not follow when sins are revealed, no grace of God will be
experienced. The grace of God does not measure the quantity of
our sins but only cares about how deeply we recognize and repent
of our sins.

God wants the place where more sins exist so that His grace can
overflow. Therefore, God wants to turn the place where sin reigns
into a place where grace reigns so that the people will receive
eternal life because of Jesus. Those who received the grace of for-
giveness of their sins will live where God is King and will receive
the grace of eternal life.
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Reading Insight

Jesus was raised from the dead, and a new life was given to
Him. We must believe in Jesus, give up our old being, offer
ourselves to God as instruments of righteousness, and live an
eternal life to reach holiness.

/3 Hymn268 Would You Be Free from Your Burden of Sin?

Reading Plan + Romans 6

12 Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, to make
you obey its passions.

13 Do not present your members to sin as instruments for un-
righteousness, but present yourselves to God as those who
have been brought from death to life, and your members to
God as instruments for righteousness.

14 For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not
under law but under grace.

15 What then? Are we to sin because we are not under law
butunder grace? By no means!

16 Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone
as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey,
either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which
leads to righteousness?

17 But thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of
sin have become obedient from the heart to the standard of
teaching to which you were committed,

18 and, having been set free from sin, have become slaves of
righteousness.

19 T am speaking in human terms, because of your natural
limitations. For just as you once presented your members as
slaves to impurity and to lawlessness leading to more law-
lessness, so now present your members as slaves to righ-
teousness leading to sanctification.
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Why did Paul tell them to be
grateful to God? (vv. 17-18)
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What proof is there that you
are being used as an instru-
ment of righteousness?
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Turn the Weapons of Injustice Into the Weapons of Righteousness
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There are many smart and capable people incarcerated in prison.
When we meet them we cannot help but feel that, “If only they
used their talents for better use, they would have had a better life.”
We feel that it is a shame. People sin not because they are not
smart or not capable but because people allow sin to use them
thereby becoming slaves to the sin. Sin entices people to follow
greed and uses people as instruments of unrighteousness.

But God wants to call the unrighteous sinners and use them as
instruments of righteousness. To be used as instruments of righ—
teousness, the first thing to do is to die. To subdue sin in order not
to be ruled by it, we must make sure that our own desire is dead.
Then we must obey God. Hence even the unrighteous instrument
that was used as the slave of the sin, upon subduing our own de-
sire to its death and obeying God would become the slave of righ—
teousness.

Paul told the followers in the Roman church to be grateful to God
because they were once slaves to sin but God made them slaves
to righteousness. This is true not only for the followers in the Ro—
man church but also for all followers. We all should be grateful to
God.
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The Law and the Sin
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Reading Insight

The law taught us the sin and we were freed from the law
through Jesus Christ. We are no longer bound to the reign of
the law and we can live enjoying the law of God with thanksgiv—
ing.

J3 Hymn267 Tis the Promise of God

Reading Plan + Romans 7

15 For I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do
what I want, butI do the very thing I hate.

16 Now if I do what I do not want, I agree with the law, that it
is good.

17 So now it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells with-
inme.

18 For | know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my
flesh. For I have the desire to do what is right, but not the
ability to carry itout.

19 For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is
what I keep on doing.

20 Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I who do it,
but sin that dwells within me.

21 S0 Ifind it to be a law that when I want to do right, evil lies
close athand.

22For I delight in the law of God, in my inner being,

23 but I see in my members another law waging war against
the law of my mind and making me captive to the law of sin
that dwells in my members.

24 Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this
body of death?

25 Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then,
I myself serve the law of God with my mind, but with my
flesh I serve the law of sin.
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What did Paul call the two op—
posing laws, one law of his
mind and the other law of sin
at work within his members?
(v. 23)
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When did you find yourself
fighting between the law of
God and the law of sin?
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L7t LEE HAXLHE2E? Who Will Rescue Me?
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We sometimes lament. When things do not go the way we want,
we despair and lament. Even Paul lamented about himself, and
cried, “What a wretched man | am.” But then Paul’s lament was
due to the strong law of sin at work within himself that was holding
him down from obeying God'’s law.

Not only for Paul but also for all followers, there are two opposing
laws. When we find our weakness following the law of sin, we
cannot help but lament. From that point of view, most of us follow-
ers should be in deeper lamentation than Paul.

However, Paul did not despair because of his sinfulness. Paul was
sure that Christ would rescue him from his sinful self so he was
grateful to God because of Christ (v. 25). While we lament because
of our sinful self, it is Jesus Christ who rescues us from the body of
death and turns our lament into joy. Though we are as wretched as
Paul, we can be joyful and grateful because of Jesus.
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Heir to God
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Lord, Speak.
Your Servant is Listening
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Reading Insight

We the followers of Jesus Christ are no longer subject to judg-
ment because of our sins but can live in the goodness of life
boosted by the Holy Spirit. God made us His heir. Therefore,
God’s love will lead us and nothing can separate us from the
love of God.

3 Hymn304 The Love of God Is Greater Far

ReadingPlan - ROmMans 8

31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us,
who can be againstus?

32 He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for
us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all
things?

33 Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God
who justifies.

34 Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died--
more than that, who was raised--who is at the right hand of
God, who indeed is interceding for us.

35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trib-
ulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness,
or danger, or sword?

36 As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed all the
day long; we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.”

37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors
through him who loved us.

38 For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rul-
ers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers,

39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will
be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus
our Lord.
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God loved us so much that
whom did He not spare and
give to us? (v. 32)
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How do you show your love of
Jesus Christ?
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Nothing Can Separate Us from the Love of Christ
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When people fall in love with someone they expect the love be—
tween them to last forever. But not all love can last forever. Paul
however affirmed that nothing can separate us from the love of
Christ. Since his conversion, Paul experienced many tribulations,
sufferings, persecutions, hunger, dangers, etc. But Paul confessed
that during each of those moments, nothing could separate him
from his love of Jesus Christ.

The reason why Paul was so sure was not because Paul himself
was so strong, but because Jesus Christ loved Paul so much. The
love of Jesus Christ toward sinners was special and steadfast. Je-
sus loved those who ridiculed Him and persecuted Him, and even
those who killed Him. Jesus also loved Paul who used to persecute
churches. He visited Paul and saved him.

To believe in Jesus is to love Jesus. The tribulations and hardships
we face should not diminish our love toward Jesus but rather we
must make them opportunities to show our love for Jesus.
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Reading Insight

Even though Paul was anxious that his own people, the Israel-
ites, might not be saved, Paul spoke the truth that only those
chosen children of God with promise would be saved.

/7 Hymn305 Amazing Grace

ReadingPlan - ROmans 9

14 What shall we say then? Is there injustice on God’s part?
Bynomeans!

15 For he says to Moses, “I will have mercy on whom I have
mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compas-
sion.”

16 So then it depends not on human will or exertion, but on
God, who has mercy.

17 For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, “For this very purpose [
have raised you up, that I might show my power in you, and
that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth.”

18 So then he has mercy on whomever he wills, and he hard-
ens whomever he wills.

19You will say to me then, “Why does he still find fault? For
who can resist his will?”

20 But who are you, O man, to answer back to God? Will
what is molded say to its molder, “Why have you made me
like this?”

21 Has the potter no right over the clay, to make out of the
same lump one vessel for honorable use and another for dis-
honorable use?

22 What if God, desiring to show his wrath and to make
known his power, has endured with much patience vessels
of wrath prepared for destruction,

23 in order to make known the riches of his glory for vessels
of mercy, which he has prepared beforehand for glory--

24 even us whom he has called, not from the Jews only but
also from the Gentiles?

25 As indeed he says in Hosea, “Those who were not my
people I will call ‘my people,” and her who was not beloved I
will call “beloved.””

26 “And in the very place where it was said to them, “You are
not my people,’ there they will be called ‘sons of the living
God.””
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Why did God say that He
raised Pharaoh? (v. 17)
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How do you think God is shap—
ing you?
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| once saw a potter produce clay pottery. The potter shaped the
clay and placed it on the potter's wheel. As he began turning the
wheel with the foot—pedal, his hands were busy shaping the clay.
The potter readily threw away clay if the shape was not to his sat-
isfaction and reshaped the clay from the beginning. The potter
shaped the clay as he wished and the clay could not put up any re—
sistance to the potter.

God had called Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob as if they were clay of
the potter. They were chosen by God not because they were better
or more righteous than others. Rather they possessed many weak-
nesses and even some sinful nature. They were called and blessed
as children of God solely by the sovereignty and mercy of God.

We are also chosen by God solely based on the absolute sover—
eignty and mercy of God. What God wants from His followers is
that we live in obedience under His sovereignty. How the clay is
shaped is up to God, and God has a use for everyone. The clay
should be grateful for whatever shape it ends up, as long as the
clay has been molded with God's hand. God will shape us as He
wishes.
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Reading Insight

Chapter 10 affirms the truth that we will be redeemed if we
believe that Jesus is our Lord and God raised Jesus from the
dead. Furthermore, we must be the beautiful feet of delivering
the good news of salvation.

/3 Hymn498 Rescue the Perishing

Reading Plan + Romans 10

1 Brothers, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for them is
that they may be saved.

2 For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but
notaccording to knowledge.

3 For, being ignorant of the righteousness of God, and seek-
ing to establish their own, they did not submit to God’s righ-
teousness.

4 For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every-
one who believes.

5 For Moses writes about the righteousness that is based on
the law, that the person who does the commandments shall
live by them.

6 But the righteousness based on faith says, “Do not say in
your heart, “Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring
Christdown)

7 or “"Who will descend into the abyss?’” (that is, to bring
Christup from the dead).

8 But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth
and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we pro-
claim);

2 because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord
and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead,
youwill be saved.

10 For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with
the mouth one confesses and is saved.
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Why did Jesus become the
end of the law? (v. 4)
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It is good that people live a zealous life. But before our zeal, there
is one thing we need to confirm. We need to make sure our zeal is
for righteousness because unrighteous zeal may bring tribulation.

Before Paul met Jesus, he was zealous to persecute churches
because he thought that he was doing it for God. But once he met
Jesus, Paul realized that he was wrong.

Now Paul is anxious because he is not sure if his own people of
Israel will be saved since they have the same wrong attitude he
once had. They thought that their salvation could be earned by
righteous works of obeying the law faithfully. They also refused to
believe in Jesus and regarded the message of salvation through
Jesus as foolish. They became foolish people unable to be saved
no matter how hard they worked.

Even though we may be Christians, we can fall into false zeal. We
work hard to serve our church and the result may be problematic.
Therefore, the most important zeal for us as believers is to correctly
discern the will of God.
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Reading Insight

We must obey God until we are saved by being grafted through
faith to God who does not even cherish the main branch. We
need to abandon pride and high—-mindedness and instead should
fear God.

J3 Hymn321 My Life, My Love | Give To Thee

ReadingPlan - Romans 11

1T ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! For
[ myself am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a mem-
ber of the tribe of Benjamin.

2 God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. Do
you not know what the Scripture says of Elijah, how he ap-
peals to God against Israel?

3 “Lord, they have killed your prophets, they have demol-
ished your altars, and [ alone am left, and they seek my life.”

4 But what is God’s reply to him? “I have kept for myself
seven thousand men who have not bowed the knee to Baal.”

5 So too at the present time there is a remnant, chosen by
grace.

6 But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of works;
otherwise grace would no longer be grace.

7 What then? Israel failed to obtain what it was seeking. The
elect obtained it, but the rest were hardened,

8as it is written, “God gave them a spirit of stupor, eyes that
would not see and ears that would not hear, down to this very
day.”

2 And David says, “Let their table become a snare and a trap,
astumbling block and a retribution for them;

10 et their eyes be darkened so that they cannot see, and
bend their backs forever.”

11So I ask, did they stumble in order that they might fall? By
no means! Rather through their trespass salvation has come
to the Gentiles, so as to make Israel jealous.

12 Now if their trespass means riches for the world, and if
their failure means riches for the Gentiles, how much more
will their full inclusion mean!
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People generally envy others who are better than them and wish
to become like them. But then Paul said that Christians should be—
come better so that we will be the source of envy of others.

God called Paul to become a prophet for the Gentiles and made
him testify for Jesus Christ. Through Paul, many Gentiles became
believers of Jesus and were saved. But then the problem was the
people of Israel. The people of Israel rejected Jesus and could not
be saved. They were treated as if they were abandoned by God. To
this, Paul said, “Salvation has come to the Gentiles to make Israel
envious” (11:11). As Israel watched the Gentiles be saved by be-
lieving in Jesus, Paul is saying that the Israelites will eventually be-
lieve in Jesus and also be saved.

The world is full of people who are the subject of envy by others.
Even among believers, there are many who are the subject of
worldly envy. Christians are not the people being envied by worldly
standards but rather are the target of jealousy by worldly people.
By living a life blessed by God only available to the believers of God
while being the target of such jealousy, Christians must live a life to
influence the worldly people to return to the Lord.
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Reading Insight

Apostle Paul urges believers to offer their bodies as a living
sacrifice to God and teaches them to conduct themselves with
wisdom in accordance with their faith. Furthermore, Paul urges
them to bless even those who persecute them and to live in
harmony with one another.

/3 Hymn420 Take Time to Be Holy

ReadingPlan - ROmans 12

3 For by the grace given to me [ say to everyone among you
not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think,
but to think with sober judgment, each according to the mea-
sure of faith that God has assigned.

4 For as in one body we have many members, and the mem-
bers do not all have the same function,

550 we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individu-
ally members one of another.

6 Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us,
letus use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith;

7 if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his teach-
ing;
8 the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who con-

tributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one
who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.

9 Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is
good.

10 Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one an-
other in showing honor.

11 Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the
Lord.

12 Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in
prayer.

13 Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hos-
pitality.
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What happens when many
people come together in Christ
and become one body togeth-
er? (v. 5)
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As a member, how do you feel
about your role in the church?
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It is good when people live life guided by right thoughts. In order
to do this, they first must have a good self-awareness. This will al-
low them to act wisely in accordance with their positions and roles
in a community.

Paul says to everyone, “Do not think of yourself more highly than
you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in ac-
cordance with the faith that God has distributed to each of you ” (v.
3). In church, we have people from diverse backgrounds. Despite
this diversity, they come together in Christ to form one body to be
a church. As they function as a church, Paul teaches them to work
together wisely in accordance with their faith in God. The human
body is made of many parts like eyes, mouth, hands, feet, heart,
and lungs. These different parts of the body quietly carry out their
own roles. If the heart tries to do more than its assigned role, the
overall health of the body will be jeopardized.

When God gave people different roles to perform, God also gave
people needed faith to carry out their roles. WWhen people faithfully
carry out their roles, even when their roles seem insignificant, less
desirable, or overwhelming, their church as a body of Christ will be
strengthened.
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Reading Insight

All authorities come from God and people must submit to them.
Also, love is the fulfillment of the Law. As people of faith, we
must put aside dark deeds and live our life in expectation of
Christ’s return, putting on the shining armor of light.

/3 Hymn502 Heralds of Light, Be Swift

ReadingPlan - ROmans 13

1 Let every person be subject to the governing authorities.
For there is no authority except from God, and those that ex-
isthave been instituted by God.

2 Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what God
has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment.

3 For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad.
Would you have no fear of the one who is in authority? Then
do what is good, and you will receive his approval,

4 for he is God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong,
be afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain. For he is the
servant of God, an avenger who carries out God’s wrath on
the wrongdoer.

5 Therefore one must be in subjection, not only to avoid
God’s wrath but also for the sake of conscience.

6 For because of this you also pay taxes, for the authorities
are ministers of God, attending to this very thing.

7 Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are
owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom
respect is owed, honor to whom honor is owed.

u% 02
HMSHA 535t= A2 2Tt
OfL|2t SSI01| ket SHOF SHL7IF?
(63)

In addition to the possibility of
punishment for not submitting,
why should one submit to the
authorities? (v. b)

ol
Jp

ol ﬁHWEOﬂHI RS o
5t o2 5t 72 & |7}07 Of
B 2l 27 2 2olle?

What are some of the things
you have done that are worthy
of recognition from those with
authority and what are the
things that may deserve pun—

ishment?
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A Reason for Bearing the Sword
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Christian believers are citizens of heaven who also live as citizens
of this world. For this reason, believers must think about how to
manage their relationships with those who have authority in this
world. Paul tells the believers that all authorities come from God
and, for this reason, they should submit to them. However, he does
not mean that everyone should submit to all authorities uncondi—
tionally. In verse 4, the ones in authority are referred to as those
who are “God’s servants.” This means that the authorities to whom
believers should submit are those who are co-workers with God. It
is to these people that God, who rewards those who do good and
punishes those who do evil, gave the sword. For this reason, it is
not wise to rebel against those in authority for matters not essential
to Christian faith.

Although we are to submit to those with authority in this world,
we should also remember that the one with ultimate authority for
believers is God. So, we, as people of faith, should live our life
obeying God’s authority and witnessing that authority to the world.
At the same time, we should also recognize that God uses those
with authority in this world to carry out God's work and, for this
reason, be willing to submit to their authority.
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Your Servant is Listening
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Reading Insight

Christ is the Lord of both the dead and the living. As such,
whether we live or die, we should do it for the Lord. Those who
serve Christ must strive to live a life that is pleasing to the Lord
and also that receives human approval. Rather than passing
judgment on one another, everyone should make every effort to
do what leads to peace and to mutual edification.

/3 Hymn433 Nearer, Still Nearer

ReadingPlan - Romans 14

1 As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not
to quarrel over opinions.

2 One person believes he may eat anything, while the weak
person eats only vegetables.

3 Let not the one who eats despise the one who abstains, and
let not the one who abstains pass judgment on the one who
eats, for God has welcomed him.

4Who are you to pass judgment on the servant of another? It
is before his own master that he stands or falls. And he will
be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him stand.

5 One person esteems one day as better than another, while
another esteems all days alike. Each one should be fully con-
vinced in his own mind.

6 The one who observes the day, observes it in honor of the
Lord. The one who eats, eats in honor of the Lord, since he
gives thanks to God, while the one who abstains, abstains in
honor of the Lord and gives thanks to God.

7 For none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to him-
self.

8 For if we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to
the Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we die, we are
the Lord’s.

2 For to this end Christ died and lived again, that he might be
Lord both of the dead and of the living.

10 Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why
do you despise your brother? For we will all stand before the
judgment seat of God,;
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Who is our ultimate judge?

(v. 10)

YAI0| 5= a0l UFH
7k <f HIEFSEHLIIE?

Is there someone that you are
tempted to judge? Why do you
want to judge the person?
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Even though we believe in the same Jesus, we can have faith
with different understanding. One thing that caused controversy in
the Roman church was the issue of eating meat. While some be-
lievers did not eat meat that was purchased in the market because
they feared that the meat was used in idol worship, other believers
felt that it is okay to eat meat with a grateful heart because it was
given to them by God. This difference in their understanding
caused those who ate meat to criticize those who didn’t as being
weak in their faith, and those who did not eat meat judged those
who ate meat as being defiled in their faith.

It is to these people who are quarreling with one another that Paul
asks, “Who are you to judge someone else’s servant?” All believers
are those who have God as their master and serve God as ser-
vants. And when God calls each servant, God calls them according
to their faith. So, when we judge other servants, we may be judg-
ing God who called them as God’s servants. In our churches, we,
too, have people with different understandings of faith. God doesn’t
want people to judge or mistreat one another while thinking that
one’s faith is better than that of others. Instead, God wants every—
one to make every effort to do what leads to peace and to mutual
edification (v. 19).
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Reading Insight

As believers, we should live our life seeking good and mutual
edification, giving glory to God. Paul is preparing himself to go
and preach the Gospel to the Gentiles and he asks the saints to
pray to God for him.

J3 Hymn315 My Jesus, | Love Thee

ReadingPlan - Romans 15

1 We who are strong have an obligation to bear with the fail-
ings of the weak, and not to please ourselves.

2Leteach of us please his neighbor for his good, to build him
up.

3 For Christ did not please himself, but as it is written, “The
reproaches of those who reproached you fell on me.”

4 For whatever was written in former days was written for
our instruction, that through endurance and through the en-
couragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.

5 May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you
to live in such harmony with one another, in accord with
Christ Jesus,

6 that together you may with one voice glorify the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

7 Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed
you, for the glory of God.
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How should we treat our neigh—
bors? (v. 2)
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Do you have someone in your
life that you find it difficult to
accept? What can you do to be
more accepting of that person?
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klﬁ I|:':|'9E-|' Accept One Another
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To be rejected by another person is a painful experience. Because
of this fear of rejection, some people do not confess their love but
maintain a one-sided love. Those who have experienced the pain
of rejection may become reluctant to be around other people.
However, Paul teaches us to “accept one another.” Church should
be a place where people are accepted. Even those who are reject-
ed in other places should find acceptance in the church. The reason
why this is possible in church is because the church is the body of
Christ.

Jesus is someone who was rejected by the world. He experi—
enced denial and betrayal even from his own disciples. Many peo—
ple not only rejected him, they also killed him. However, Jesus did
not deny those who rejected him but accepted them by dying for
them on the cross. People of faith are those who accept one an-
other. Yes, accepting those who are different from ourselves in
thoughts, ethos, and habits is never easy. But we must continue
the effort, always remembering that, by doing so, we honor the
Lord who accepted us.
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Reading Insight

Apostle Paul shared greetings with the church along with his
encouragement. He said the last goodbye by sharing the good
news of Jesus Christ and asking the church to discern and leave
those who bring disputes and troubles against Christ’s teach—
ings.

/3 Hymn312 If Thou but Suffer God to Guide Thee

Reading Plan * Romans 16

11 commend to you our sister Phoebe, a servant of the
church at Cenchreae,

2 that you may welcome her in the Lord in a way worthy of
the saints, and help her in whatever she may need from you,
for she has been a patron of many and of myselfas well.

3 Greet Prisca and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Je-
sus,

4who risked their necks for my life, to whom not only I give
thanks but all the churches of the Gentiles give thanks as
well.

5 Greet also the church in their house. Greet my beloved Ep-
aenetus, who was the first convert to Christ in Asia.

6 Greet Mary, who has worked hard for you.

7 Greet Andronicus and Junia, my kinsmen and my fellow
prisoners. They are well known to the apostles, and they
were in Christ before me.

8 Greet Ampliatus, my beloved in the Lord.

2 Greet Urbanus, our fellow worker in Christ, and my be-
loved Stachys.

10 Greet Apelles, who is approved in Christ. Greet those who
belong to the family of Aristobulus.

16 Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the churches of
Christ greet you.
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What are the names of those
who risked their lives for the
apostle Paul? (vv. 3-4)
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How do you think you (who are
in Jesus Christ) would be in—
troduced to others?
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In our passage, Apostle Paul introduced numerous people and
asked the church to greet and welcome them. Those who were in—
troduced by Paul were people who were dedicated to God’s
church. Among them was Phoebe who protected and took care of
other Christians. There were Priscilla and Aquila who risked their
lives for the church and Paul. There were people who offered their
houses for church meetings. There were so many others who were
totally dedicated for the sake of the church.

If you pay attention to the names of the people whom Apostle
Paul introduced here, they are from all over. They did not know
each other since they were from different regions and towns.
However, the one common thing for everyone was “being those
who are in Jesus Christ.” Paul repeatedly mentioned that all these
people are “those who are in Jesus Christ.”

[t was possible for them to sacrifice everything and even to risk
their own lives for the church and for Apostle Paul only because
they were in Jesus Christ. When they were certain that they were
nothing but in Jesus Christ, they could take care of each other gen—
uinely and risked their own lives to serve and protect other Chris—
tians. They knew when they served and loved others in Jesus
Christ, it meant to serve and love Jesus Christ. How do people in—
troduce you to others? Do they know you are “those who are in
Jesus Christ?”
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Reading Insight

We look up to and rely on God who comforts us in the midst
of troubles and trials. God strengthens us in Jesus Christ and
sent the Holy Spirit to secure us. We are called to forgive even
those who give us concerns and worries, so we can share the
fragrance of Jesus Christ.

3 Hymn380 Savior, More than Life to Me

ReadingPlan - 2 Corinthians 1-2

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Father of mercies and God of all comfort,

4who comforts us in all our affliction, so that we may be able
to comfort those who are in any affliction, with the comfort
with which we ourselves are comforted by God.

5 For as we share abundantly in Christ’s sufferings, so
through Christ we share abundantly in comfort too.

6 If we are afflicted, it is for your comfort and salvation; and
if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which you experi-
ence when you patiently endure the same sufferings that we
suffer.

7 Our hope for you is unshaken, for we know that as you
share in our sufferings, you will also share in our comfort.

8 For we do not want you to be ignorant, brothers, of the af-
fliction we experienced in Asia. For we were so utterly bur-
dened beyond our strength that we despaired of life itself.

9 Indeed, we felt that we had received the sentence of death.
But that was to make us rely not on ourselves but on God
who raises the dead.

10 He delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he will de-
liver us. On him we have set our hope that he will deliver us
again.

11 You also must help us by prayer, so that many will give
thanks on our behalf for the blessing granted us through the
prayers of many.

A A
US o=
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How does Paul describe God?
(. 3)

A2 T F0 U= HEES
fIZ0t7| KoM 0EH sHLr
How do you comfort someone
who is troubled?
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There is a congregant in our church who struggles with cancer. WWhen
she received cancer treatments, she had no strength due to lack of ap—
petite and she lost her hair. Still she only missed one Sunday worship in
her long treatment period. She even continued her commitment to
serve in assigned roles in our church. Sometime later there was anoth-
er congregant who was diagnosed with cancer. He also received can-
cer treatment. The true comforting and encouraging words for the
second cancer patient was from the first cancer patient. Both experi-
enced amazing comfort from God because of their illnesses.

Paul experienced countless sufferings due to his faith in Jesus Christ.
Paul expressed that his suffering was like receiving the death sentence.
Paul concluded however that his suffering brought him to the realization
that he was invited to rely on God only who raised the dead, not him—
self. We all experienced life draining sufferings and endured moments
when we felt like we were about to die. We can learn from Paul’s ex—
ample that we are invited likewise to rely only on God who blesses us
to experience His life giving power and salvific might with which God
raised the dead. Furthermore, our extreme suffering allows us to be
mature to comfort those who are suffering around us. We know people
who have so much suffering, pain and hurt. We are called to be com-

gatAgEzoOrsIla| 8| THE(TX) fort for them and channels to invite them to rely only on God who is
SRIAR|UOTEIZIZ| M S|, BIHH(TX) able to raise the dead.
SIS 2ot 7=
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Reading Insight

God who made us letters of Christ makes us servants of the
new covenant, so that the ministry of righteousness abounds in
glory. Because we have this hope, we can come to the glory of
the Lord with boldness.

3 Hymn488 My Hope Is Built On Nothing Less

ReadingPlan - 2 Corinthians 3

1 Are we beginning to commend ourselves again? Or do we
need, as some do, letters of recommendation to you, or from
you?

2 You yourselves are our letter of recommendation, written
on our hearts, to be known and read by all.

3 And you show that you are a letter from Christ delivered by
us, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God,
not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts.

4 Such is the confidence that we have through Christ toward
God.

5 Not that we are sufficient in ourselves to claim anything as
coming from us, but our sufficiency is from God,
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X|2HD 95T UL IR 181
FAOZ MOACHY FHLIIP(3E)
What is the letter Paul is com—
paring to the Corinthians? And
what is it written with? (v. 3)
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What manifestation of you is
serving as a letter that reveals
Christ?
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j.E-lﬁEQJ IEI| The Letter from Christ
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Paul compares the Corinthians to a letter. A letter contains a
message. Paul says the Corinthians are like a letter of recommen-
dation that proves Paul’s ministry. Paul’'s ministry is revealed
through them. The Apostle Paul not only said that the Corinthians
were “our letter” (v. 2) but also said, “you are a letter from Christ
delivered by us” (v. 3).

The Corinthians were not simply letters of recommendation that
testified to Paul's ministry, but letters containing the message of
Jesus Christ. The Corinthians were no longer the recipients of the
letter, but had to live the life of a letter that contained the message
of Jesus Christ themselves.

The letters of Jesus passed through countless generations were
also passed on to the present Christian. Now Jesus wants to con—
vey the message of Jesus Christ to people through us. Jesus’ let-
ters were not written with ink, but with the Spirit of God. It should
be a letter that fully conveys the message of Jesus Christ by en—
graving the words of the Holy Spirit on the board and living by
those words.



=Ha AL|TIL S
I-I Eol, O:”_I_ I:I-L'l' %I-]}” LS AR O
Journaling with Jesus Ofl=ES MZRiSLIR
a _

0| ZH} Thanks Note A 7| & First Prayer O
o 2} Reading & QT O
o st 32 One Word O
Py EE=7 |5 One Prayer O

StLFE S| 0FE, 2419 O+ God's heart & your heart

Cl+~Eat SAok= &S

[l For Walking with Jesus

40

Z2 O 20|, H2| Taking it deeper, further

@YouTube @729 =02

O p 0
ot S 2ES AU O-Ei SWot= N
OIS AUZE THEES, TS AJ710 TLOHEEX] ot Today’s Mission Cleared
ORIEX| 7IZSHIAIS. [=]%X

109



Tk} &

Suffering and Glory

O:IEHE Opening Prayer

Z0 22]00|A
K|S HIFEAN.
Lord. Have Mercy on Us.

CENEMREES
Doing & Belng for Today

110

wz|

T2 WD 7RIS YOI0IT Aol i 2 0140 43
0] 2| t0f UOB ALBIAIY | HSILICH F 045 412141 0]}
Q2% CiA| 421 Z2 20{0f BILICH 5t 27t Mot 210f 1
SO2 3t 20 W2} ATy 40 E2feiZ 0f0F BHLIC

57 M367Z(E397%) F L= At LojLE

7927} o] g Aaso] H5eY o
2 SPEA AL 2o A YA ofU T A
ofe

8 Q2] AP0 2 G olRS TFotol T ol offat]
e g Fojol YfsiA ofalw

9u}8) 5 ot el Hl 5]X) opfel Aelmee
S0l = o} o st

10927} 4 50 582 B Hole el 4
o) w3t 9-2] Bof kA ofed gz}

1.9:8] 4o} gli= A7} P4 o5 S Potol Sl WA
2 o50] o] w3t 2] %2 SAo] el o
2 orolzt

12 T2 AFE 2] okoA] ek AL 18] o
oA dApatUet

137125 v} Y7} 2o Diul—o].oﬂl;]. 3} 7 o] &
7t & 020 vk °7} Aoy S-2x

gstet

143 o2 ThA] Al o]7} ol dret ] -2 oA
**El AF LHQ} A 7L ol AA 5HA £ okt

15 0] I E Ao] 13]E Qglo|Y w2 Alo] 7tz
‘?:fﬂl”o} 5]} Eisto] HAA] O}Ur”ﬂﬂ FF==TA
sk gole}



Reading Insight

Because the eternal life of Jesus Christ works in us, we are
not discouraged with any persecution and are not struck down
by any hardship. We totally believe that God who raised Jesus
Christ from the dead will raise us up from any deadly trials. Also
we believe that we will be judged and revealed before God ac-
cording to what we have decided is right and wrong in this life.

/3 Hymn357 Encamped along the Hills of Light

Reading Plan -2 Corinthians 41’510

7 But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the
surpassing power belongs to God and not to us.

8 We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed,
butnot driven to despair;

9 persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not de-
stroyed;

10 always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the
life of Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies.

11 For we who live are always being given over to death for
Jesus’ sake, so that the life of Jesus also may be manifested
in our mortal flesh.

12So0 death is at work in us, but life in you.

13 Since we have the same spirit of faith according to what
has been written, “I believed, and so I spoke,” we also be-
lieve, and so we also speak,

14knowing that he who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us al-
so with Jesus and bring us with you into his presence.

15 For it is all for your sake, so that as grace extends to more
and more people it may increase thanksgiving, to the glory
of God.
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What is the reason that those
who are alive are being given
over to death for Jesus’ sake?
(v. 11)
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How are you a witness of
God’s strength with your own
life?
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God Who Put Treasure in Jars of Clay
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For a container to be wrapped appropriately depends on what it is
carrying. For example, jewelry like diamonds will be spotlighted
with extra light and kept in the safest container. However, God did
not do this. God put the most precious gift in unattractive and frag—
ile jars of clay. The most precious gift (diamond) is Jesus Christ and
jars of clay are Christians. The reason God chose to do this is to
show that power and might are not within the control of human
beings but only God. Sometimes people think they have unlimited
power and capability. They can exult themselves into thinking that
they can do anything. Human beings regard themselves as the
ones who rule over the whole universe and the ones who are
mighty and great.

However God wants to declare that the power of true salvation is
in God alone. Human beings are merely jars of clay which could not
protect themselves from being broken into pieces. \We are worth—
less and weak outside of God’s help. However, God gave us the
special authority and power to become children of God and heirs of
eternal heaven. This is all possible only because of Jesus Christ
who died and rose for us.
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Reading Insight

We are called to live the reconciled life with God, the Creator, as
we become new creatures in Jesus Christ. We need to receive
salvation and grace from God who is merciful and gracious. We
are the temple of God who are called to be set apart from law—
lessness and become the light carrier. This is the Word of God
the Almighty.

J3 Hymn214 Jesus, My Lord to Thee | Cry

ReadingPlan - 2 Corinthians 5:11-7:1

11 Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade oth-
ers. But what we are is known to God, and I hope it is known
also to your conscience.

12 We are not commending ourselves to you again but giv-
ing you cause to boast about us, so that you may be able to
answer those who boast about outward appearance and not
about whatis in the heart.

13 For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in
our right mind, it is for you.

14 For the love of Christ controls us, because we have con-
cluded this: that one has died for all, therefore all have died;

15 and he died for all, that those who live might no longer
live for themselves but for him who for their sake died and
wasraised.

16 From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to
the flesh. Even though we once regarded Christ according to
the flesh, we regard him thus no longer.

17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The
old has passed away; behold, the new has come.

18 All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to
himselfand gave us the ministry of reconciliation;

19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to him-
self, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrust-
ing to us the message of reconciliation.
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Why did Jesus die for the sake
of everyone in this world?

(v. 15)
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What kind of things do you
need to leave behind and dis—
card as worthless?
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The ones with whom professional athletic coaches have a hard
time are not novices but those who taught themselves to play
sports and have developed incorrect postures and habits. Since it is
not easy to get rid of old postures and habits in certain sports, it
takes much longer to remove the old and wrong ways and re—learn
the new and correct postures and habits.

Major stumbling blocks for a Christian to become a new creature
whom God wants to be are the old habits of sins. The key secret to
make a Christian into a new creature is in Jesus Christ. If we want
to be in Jesus Christ, we have to get rid of all old habits. Apostle
Paul shared that he regarded everything before as feces after he
believed in Jesus Christ. We do not keep and cherish feces. We
know feces are worthless. When we realize that life without Jesus
Christ is feces (worthless), then we can reside in Jesus Christ and
become new creatures. Even though all others in the world think
some things are very significant and valuable, if they have nothing
to do with being in Jesus Christ, then they are worthless for Chris—
tians. Only those who can discard and leave behind the life before
believing Jesus Christ can live a new life in Him.



=Ha AL|TIL S
I-I Eol, O:”_I_ I:I-L'l' %I-]}” LS AR O
Journaling with Jesus Ofl=ES MZRiSLIR
a _

0| ZH} Thanks Note A 7| & First Prayer O
o 2} Reading & QT O
o st 32 One Word O
Py EE=7 |5 One Prayer O

StLFE S| 0FE, 2419 O+ God's heart & your heart

Cl+~Eat SAok= &S

[l For Walking with Jesus

40

Z2 O 20|, H2| Taking it deeper, further

@YouTube @729 =02

O p 0
ot S 2ES AU O-Ei SWot= N
OIS AUZE THEES, TS AJ710 TLOHEEX] ot Today’s Mission Cleared
ORIEX| 7IZSHIAIS. [=]%X

117



ofLiHe
XM= ol=
—1Al
[

Being Concerned
according to
God's Will

0{=7| &= Opening Prayer

Z0] 22{0A
KHHIS HIFAAM.

Lord. Have Mercy on Us.
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Reading Insight

When Apostle Paul experienced severe trials in Macedonia, he
received great comfort and joy by the visit of Titus. When we
are concerned according to God’s will, it will bring repentance
which will lead to salvation.

3 Hymn300 Just When | Disheartened

Reading Plan ) Corimhians 72*16

5 For even when we came into Macedonia, our bodies had
no rest, but we were afflicted at every turn--fighting without
and fear within.

6 But God, who comforts the downcast, comforted us by the
coming of Titus,

7 and not only by his coming but also by the comfort with
which he was comforted by you, as he told us of your long-
ing, your mourning, your zeal for me, so that [ rejoiced still
more.

8For even if | made you grieve with my letter, [ do not regret
it--though I did regret it, for I see that that letter grieved you,
though only for a while.

2 As it is, I rejoice, not because you were grieved, but be-
cause you were grieved into repenting. For you felt a godly
grief, so that you suffered no loss through us.

10 For godly grief produces a repentance that leads to salva-
tion without regret, whereas worldly grief produces death.

11 For see what earnestness this godly grief has produced in
you, but also what eagerness to clear yourselves, what in-
dignation, what fear, what longing, what zeal, what punish-
ment! At every point you have proved yourselves innocent
in the matter.
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If we are concerned according

to God'’s will, what will this lead
us to? (vv. 9-10)
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What kinds of concerns has
God given to you? Can you
identify them?
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Have you ever regretted something after the fact? Paul did. He re—
gretted sending a letter to the Corinthian church to admonish their
wrong—doings. Paul was concerned that his letter would bring discour—
agement and negative consequences. However his letter actually made
the Corinthian church repent their sins.

We all are concerned and worried. There are concerns that will help
to fulfill the salvation and those that will lead to death. The concerns of
the world are about not getting what you desire. The worldly concerns
might be resolved but they have nothing to do with God and the final
consequence of those kinds of concerns are death. There are concerns
according to God’s will. These concerns are about whether | live out
God’s will fully or not. If we are concerned according to God’s will, this
will help us to fulfill the blessings of God’s salvation. Sometimes there
are people who should be concerned but are not because they do not
realize their sin and just relax and become complacent. God certainly is
concerned when He sees this kind of people.

When so many people become numb and immune to the serious—-
ness of sins in this world, Christians are called to be sensitive to being

HH|=Zo18I743| 3| B0{E. ZIB[0[EITX) concerned according to God’s will. When we are diligently concerned
MiAte] gl o151213| W 3|, ZISLH(TX) about our sin, we can repent our sins without failing. When we are
MO 7P, 712 RHHZ 95t 7|2 concerned according to God's will, we can fulfill the promise of salva-

tion and please our God.
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Lord, Speak.
Your Servant is Listening
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Reading Insight

The rich generosity of the Macedonian church supplied what
was needed for Christians in Jerusalem who were very poor.
This showed their love for their fellow Christians. Paul sent Titus
to administer the collection of offerings. Paul acknowledged that
their generosity was evidence of how they are honoring God
and he gave thanks to God for their generous gifts.

J3 Hymn215 Al for Jesus

Reading Plan -2 Corinthians 8-9

7 But as you excel in everything--in faith, in speech, in
knowledge, in all earnestness, and in our love for you--see
that you excel in this act of grace also.

8] say this not as acommand, but to prove by the earnestness
of others that your love also is genuine.

2 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that
though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that
you by his poverty might become rich.

10 And in this matter I give my judgment: this benefits you,
who a year ago started not only to do this work but also to de-
sireto doit.

11 So now finish doing it as well, so that your readiness in de-
siring it may be matched by your completing it out of what
you have.

12 For if the readiness is there, it is acceptable according to
what a person has, not according to what he does not have.

13 For I do not mean that others should be eased and you bur-
dened, but that as a matter of fairness

14 your abundance at the present time should supply their
need, so that their abundance may supply your need, that
there may be fairness.

15 As it is written, “Whoever gathered much had nothing left
over, and whoever gathered little had no lack.”
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Why did Jesus become poor
while he was rich? (v. 9)

LoflA Ha7| & Biet 240] 2
Of UFLIE? OfEAH| L2t

SRYY

What do | have to be an equal-

izer? How can we share?

L
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According to Oxfam, the international aid and development orga-—
nization reported in 2021 that 11 people die every minute from
hunger and malnutrition. The sad fact is people die of starvation not
because of lack of food but because of how food is unevenly dis—
tributed geographically.

God wants fair distribution and Paul exerted himself to work on it.
When the church in Jerusalem was experiencing hardships, Mace-
donian churches made generous contributions to assist the people
of Jerusalem. Proverbs 11:25 says, “Whoever brings blessing will
be enriched, and one who waters will himself be watered.”

This teaches us that when we nurture others, God will also nur-
ture us. A believer is an equalizer, someone who can share what
she has with others. God has given us not only financial means, but
also time, health, resources, knowledge, talent, etc. which are to
be shared, so that together we can experience God’s abundance.
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Reading Insight

Paul exhorts those who walk according to the flesh to take
every thought captive and submit it to Christ. The one who is
approved is not the self righteousness but is the one who is
commended by God.

/3 Hymn420 Take Time to Be Holy

ReadingPlan - 2 Corinthians 10

10 For they say, “His letters are weighty and strong, but his
bodily presence is weak, and his speech of no account.”

17 Let such a person understand that what we say by letter
when absent, we do when present.

12 Not that we dare to classify or compare ourselves with
some of those who are commending themselves. But when
they measure themselves by one another and compare them-
selves with one another, they are without understanding.

13 But we will not boast beyond limits, but will boast on-
ly with regard to the area of influence God assigned to us, to
reach even to you.

14 For we are not overextending ourselves, as though we did
not reach you. For we were the first to come all the way to
you with the gospel of Christ.

15 We do not boast beyond limit in the labors of others. But
our hope is that as your faith increases, our area of influence
among you may be greatly enlarged,

16 so0 that we may preach the gospel in lands beyond you,
without boasting of work already done in another’s area of
influence.

17 “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

18 For it is not the one who commends himself who is ap-
proved, but the one whom the Lord commends.
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In whom should we boast?
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What are the areas that are
commendable before the
Lord?
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It is very painful when we are criticized by others. What’s more, if you
are attacked even though you are not at fault you would be outraged.
False teachers at the Corinthian church criticized Paul. By boasting
about their experiences and achievements, they disparaged and de—
meaned Paul, who planted the church in Corinth, saying he was not a
true apostle. They elevated themselves above all people and led the
believers astray. But, Paul said, it is not the ones who commends him-
self who is approved, but the one whom the Lord commends (v. 18).

We have a retired doctor in our church. He lamented on seeing many
advertisements of medical practices of various specialities. He says, “In
the old days, doctors didn't advertise in newspapers. Advertising is a
promotion to make money, and it goes against the Hippocratic Oath.”
He believes that doctors should earn recognition through how they
practice rather than from the advertisement.

Those who are righteous do not look for self-accolades. Any approval
should come from others and also it should come from the Lord. Our
walk of faith should be worthy of God’s commendation not people’s.
Even if you don't find the world’s approval, you can be fully satisfied
when you hear God's commendation of your faithful work.
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Reading Insight

Paul underscores that he is a true apostle and worker of Christ.
He reminds the believers of dangers and sufferings he had
undergone for the sake of the gospel and the church. He tells
them that he is mindful to always be humble and enduring.

/3 Hymn314 More Love to Thee, O Christ

ReadingPlan - 2 Corinthians 11

7Or did I commit a sin in humbling myself so that you might
be exalted, because I preached God’s gospel to you free of
charge?

81 robbed other churches by accepting support from them in
order to serve you.

2 And when I was with you and was in need, I did not burden
anyone, for the brothers who came from Macedonia sup-
plied my need. So I refrained and will refrain from burden-
ing you in any way.

10 As the truth of Christ is in me, this boasting of mine will
not be silenced in the regions of Achaia.
11 And why? Because [ do not love you? God knows I do!

12 And what I do I will continue to do, in order to under-
mine the claim of those who would like to claim that in their
boasted mission they work on the same terms as we do.

13 For such men are false apostles, deceitful workmen, dis-
guising themselves as apostles of Christ.

14 And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himselfas an an-
gel of light.

15 So it is no surprise if his servants, also, disguise them-
selves as servants of righteousness. Their end will corre-
spond to their deeds.
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Paul says he is the great apos—
tle, but what did the people
who disturbed the Corinth
church say about him? (v. 13)

W3|0M 15 US AHS0| 21
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Have you been upset because
people did not recognize your
hard work at church?

But who knows about it?
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How would you feel if you received harsh criticism after you had
worked hard for the church? Paul suffers from the lies of those who
falsely claimed to be the great apostles in the Corinthian church.
They slandered Paul by saying he was not an apostle and that he
used the church members for his own gain. Hearing this slander,
Paul confronts those lies and defends himself for the sake of the
gospel of Jesus Christ and so that his teaching would not be mis—
understood and falsified.

Paul writes that he humbled himself in order to honor the Corin—
thians, and he supports his own ministry so as not to be a burden
to them and not to become a stumbling block to the gospel. Paul
said that he suffered countless times to preach Christ, and he fac—
es daily the pressure of his concern for all the churches (v. 28). It is
sad to see that Paul’s devotion to the Corinthians wasn't acknowl-
edged but instead that he was mocked by the Corinthians believers
who were deceived by false teachers.

Sometimes, our ministries can be a target of slander. Good inten—
tions get distorted and it brings hurt feelings. But even if others
can't see, God knows everything. When we are reviled, persecut—
ed, and falsified because of the Lord, Jesus said that the reward in
heaven is great (Matt 5:11-12).
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Reading Insight

Paul tells about visions and revelations that he saw when he
was caught up in the third heaven. Also, he confesses that his
weakness which is described as “the thorn in the flesh” is made
perfect by the power of God, and His grace is sufficient.

3 Hymn299 O Love of God Most Full

ReadingPlan - 2 Corinthians 12

1 I'must go on boasting. Though there is nothing to be gained
by it, I will go on to visions and revelations of the Lord.

2] know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught
up to the third heaven--whether in the body or out of the
body I do not know, God knows.

3 And I know that this man was caught up into para-
dise--whether in the body or out of the body I do not know,
God knows--

4and he heard things that cannot be told, which man may not
utter.

5 On behalf of this man I will boast, but on my own behalf 1
will not boast, except of my weaknesses.

6 Though if I should wish to boast, I would not be a fool, for
I'would be speaking the truth. But I refrain from it, so that no
one may think more of me than he sees in me or hears from
me.

7 So to keep me from becoming conceited because of the
surpassing greatness of the revelations,a thorn was given me
in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep me
from becoming conceited.

8 Three times I pleaded with the Lord about this, that it
should leave me.

2 But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my
power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore [ will boast
all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of
Christ may restupon me.

10 For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with weakness-
es, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For
when [ am weak, then [ am strong.
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What did Paul take pleasure in
for Christ? (v. 10)
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When did you experience
God'’s sufficient grace? Have
you ever regarded your weak—
ness as evidence of God's
grace?

139



s 1o
o

ML O Op
ol

otz ol

HO 2 i
0z Mo N

g

>

N o >

o
'S Ol

c
[l
T

o

Bt Ofs

H1 19 o

HRILOFRHRIR

Mlwa],

HEES0} 2

140

~
H

ro |o

i
sl
Jhu

arzjelns, o

L2EVA)

i
do
ol

A9 99l 22 Voices rrom T HiiL

7|’*|7|' %CWE Thorns for Grace

AMEHS2 A9 GHOfstO|Lt oFHO0| Eeflts RS FAYRLICL
2710f AHLEC| A2 S7124 4 Ao HE HS AFot2
LC} BRE0AlE REAZ = AAL, HEE AUASHCE oA A0
M olSLEE THRT AME B2 A2 70 X MHEHRE
LIC.

2O DA IS AFER] ARRFRL SH|9| ZHAZE UASLITE SHAEHS
FICHer YSS AT ol HM XHMOA QL= |HQ| 7HAIE MIA
OA| Zotil 0| 2 7HA7t = 1E K0 UMSLCE
M| HF22 2 7HA2 ol oK UL OIS 57121 iRl
EUZUCE DLFotH SiLEMAL 1 7S 4 01FE 2W| M2
YU O 7= AHO] Hofdts S ¢7(olal AEoM HO0Pt=S
4 ot 23RS,

R27t 711 A0 ot= Aot 1SS Salf offd2 REUE R
FHUCH 2|2 KZSHA| oFX| §41, SHES QX [SHA TIEALITY,
HFZ2 ARL10] 2Fg [ JI710] ZRI0[21 SHSLITE L7t ofets 71X

==

St
=

1 FEE AR mofl, shtg| Zotas A == AYU. 2
7t RI2HSIA| O 22|52 7= 267t E0ELICE

People are afraid of exposing their vulnerabilities or weaknesses.
Therefore, they often boast more about their strengths to hide their
weaknesses. Paul had something to boast about, but he also had
weaknesses. For him, having been in the third heaven and receiv—-
ing revelations was a source of great spiritual pride.

But he had a thorn in the flesh, a messenger from Satan. Al-
though he was carrying out the great missions for God, he could
not remove the thorn from his body, and he was still in pain from
that thorn. But Paul was not discouraged by the thorn, nor did he
try to hide it because he knew why God gave him the thorn. The
thorn was the reminder of the grace of God, who is present even in
his weakness which made him live more humbly.

God humbles us through the weaknesses and pains we want to
hide. Our weaknesses make us humble and it enables us to rely on
God. Paul said that when he is weak, he is strong. When we trust
in the Lord with our weaknesses, we will experience the strength
of God. If we are not conceited, our thorn becomes a blessing.
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Reading Insight

Paul speaks of his third visit and issues final warning against
sinners. He exhorts believers to test their faith in Christ. In clos-
ing, he gives his greetings and blesses the Corinthian church.

3 Hymn394 Earthly Friends May Prove Untrue

ReadingPlan - 2 Corinthians 13

1 This is the third time I am coming to you. Every charge
must be established by the evidence of two or three witness-
es.

2 ] warned those who sinned before and all the others, and 1
warn them now while absent, as I did when present on my
second visit, that if I come again [ will not spare them--

3 since you seek proof that Christ is speaking in me. He is not
weak in dealing with you, but is powerful among you.

4 For he was crucified in weakness, but lives by the power
of God. For we also are weak in him, but in dealing with you
we will live with him by the power of God.

5 Examine yourselves, to see whether you are in the faith.
Test yourselves. Or do you not realize this about yourselves,
that Jesus Christ is in you?--unless indeed you fail to meet
the test!

6] hope you will find out that we have not failed the test.

7 But we pray to God that you may not do wrong--not that
we may appear to have met the test, but that you may do
what is right, though we may seem to have failed.

8 For we cannot do anything against the truth, but only for
the truth.

2For we are glad when we are weak and you are strong. Your
restoration is what we pray for.
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What did Paul tell the Corinthi—
ans to test and affirm? (v. 5)
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How do you know that you are
in the faith of Christ?
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At the end of his letter, Paul describes his plans for a third visit to
the Corinthian church. He warns that he will not spare those who
have sinned earlier or any of the others. Then Paul tells the Corin—
thians to “Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith;
test yourselves” (v. 5). Paul’s warning to the sinners wasn’t to pun-
ish them, but he wanted them to examine their faith and have
transformed faith. It was his desire to greet them with joy when
they meet again.

Believing in Jesus means that Christ is in you and that you are liv—
ing the transformed life that Jesus wants. However, sometimes
people who claim to believe in Jesus say and do things that are not
aligned with Christ’s teachings.

As we believe in Jesus, there are things we should always exam-—
ine. “Am | in the faith? Is Jesus Christ in me?” Our faith in Jesus
does not suffice only with our words. When faith is revealed
through our lives, we will know that Christ is in us. May the world
see the living and wondrous Jesus through your life!
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The First Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage Romans 2:1-5

You Who Judges!

)

Love Your God with Your Heart
All For Jesus
Lord, | Need You

Have you ever felt the unfairness of being falsely accused by others for something you
did not do? Have you ever made the mistake of falsely accusing someone else? Why do
you think we make those kinds of mistakes?

There were people in the Roman church who loved to judge others. If they saw anyone
make any unethical mistakes, they were prompted to make judgments about them.
Apostle Paul called them “You who judge” and told them it was inappropriate behavior.
First, Paul said that we have no right to judge others because when we judge others, we
use the same judgment upon ourselves. Therefore, when we judge others, we condemn
ourselves according to Paul.

Another reason for not judging others is that we do not have full capability to judge others.
We usually use superficial, obvious, and accessible evidence to judge others which re-
sults mostly in assumption or suspicion. Also, everyone uses different standards to judge
other people or situations. We usually end up with different interpretations and subjective
conclusions. Therefore, no one can brag that theirjudgment is objective and absolute.
Proverbs 12:15 says “The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, but a wise man listens to
advice.” We have to be careful when we assume ourselves to be much more righteous
and correct than other people. In fact, we might be much more foolish than others. Most
of the time, we might be numb to discern and feel the temptation of sins rather than be-
ing sinless.

In conclusion, human beings have no capacity nor right to judge others. Only God can
judge human beings. However, God blesses human beings instead of condemns them.



Small Group Discussion Guides for January

Therefore, Apostle Paul said that it is a sin when we judge others because we despise
the power of God's abundant grace when we judge. God was patient, embracing, and
merciful to forgive the Roman Christians when they judged others and when they were
sinners. Because of God’s mercy, the Roman Christians ended up repenting their sins
(their judging attitudes). If the Roman Christians continued to judge others after receiving
God'’s forgiving mercy, they would have despised the power of God’s abundant grace.
Only God can condemn and judge human beings. We as children of God should not con-
demn others even when there is a reason to judge others. Let us follow the model which
God exemplified by showering us with His abundant grace in his enduring patience, mer-
cy, and acceptance.

m Into the Word

1. Why do we end up condemning ourselves when we judge others? (vwv. 1, 3)

2. What kind of mindsets would invite the wrath on the day of God’s judgment? (v. 5)

Into our life
1. Who do you often judge and condemn? \What are some main reasons?

2. Have you ever treated others with mercy and love instead of judging them when they
were caught in their wrong doings?

m Memory Verse Romans 2:1

Therefore you have no excuse, O man, every one of you who judges. For in passing judg-
ment on another you condemn yourself, because you, the judge, practice the very same
things.

m Sharing with your children

If there is a kid you do not like, what is the reason? Do you think you might have similar
aspects of the person you don't like in your own life?
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The Second Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage Romans 6:11-18

Present Our Bodies to God
as Instruments of Righteousness

)

March We Onward
Dying with Jesus, By Death Reckoned Mine
| Know Not Why God's Wonderous Grace

Have you ever had an argument with someone? What was the reason for the argument
and what did you do to win? What kinds of benefits did you get from the argument?

There is a Korean movie named, “Atomic Bomb of Love.” It is about Rev. Yang-Won Son
who lost his two sons to communist soldiers but adopted the one who killed his sons.
This movie's message is about the strong love of God which can be more powerful than
anatomic bomb.

Apostle Paul invites us to present ourselves to God as instruments (weapons) of righ-
teousness and not let sin reign over our mortal bodies. God created the parts of human
bodies but we use them as tools for sinning instead of using them as instruments of righ-
teousness.

In order to have our bodies be used as instruments of righteousness, it is necessary to die
to sin. Sin uses parts of our bodies to fulfill our greed and desires. We have no choice but
to die to sin if we do not want to be weapons of sinful unrighteousness. When humans
die to sin, we can be used as instruments (weapons) of God'’s righteousness.

Jesus Christ was the most powerful weapon (instrument) of God's righteousness. Jesus
did not live according to the desires of his flesh. In order to obey God's will fully, Jesus
sacrificed the desire of his own flesh and chose to be hung on the cross. He conquered
the power of sin.

Jesus was very concerned about parts of our bodies becoming the instruments of un-
righteousness. Therefore, He commanded that “if your foot causes you to sin, cut it off.
And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out” (Mark 9:45-47). When the parts of our bod~
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ies are under the control (reign) of sin, the final consequence is death.

We are not created to follow and fulfill the desires of our flesh, but to obey God’s words
and become more righteous day by day.

Nowadays, many people allow parts of their bodies to be used as weapons of unrigh—
teousness and become slaves of sin. Too many human beings hate each other, curse
each other, commit violence against each other and kill each other. This is total rebellion
against God, our Creator. There is no escape from death, which is the final consequence
of unrighteous weapons. Christians are called to become weapons (instruments) of righ-
teousness. Therefore, we use the parts of our bodies to love God and others and to over-
come the hatred and violence of this world with this love. Let us become instruments
(weapons) of God's righteousness to conquer the unrighteousness and falseness of this
world as we obey God's words to live righteous lives.

m Into the Word

1. What did Apostle Paul command Christians to not obey so that sin would not reign over
their mortal bodies? (v. 12)

2. What specific things is Apostle Paul thankful to God regarding the Roman Christians?
(wv. 17-18)

m Into our life

1. What kinds of sinful matters did you sacrifice (kill) in order to be used as an instrument
of God'’s righteousness?

2. What kind of life do you seek by presenting the parts of your bodies as the weapons
(instruments) of God’s righteousness?

m Memory Verse Romans 6:11

So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

m Sharing with your children

What kinds of things can you do or refrain from doing to live out God's words today?



The Third Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage 2 Corinthians 7:5-12

Two Griefs

o

One Thing | of the Lord Desire
All Your Cares and Worries, Too.
Heart Longings

Have you ever grieved over the things you have done? Would you share why you regret it?

There are times in life when we regret things we have done, such as things we have said
and things we have done. Paul also expressed grief regarding the things he had to do.
He sent a letter to the church in Corinth and knew it would cause grievance within the
church.

When Paul heard that there was a problem in the Corinthian church, he sent a letter of
correction and rebuke. He was concerned that it might cause disturbance among the be-
lievers and their relationship might become dampened.

However, contrary to Paul’'s concern, when the church in Corinth received his letter they
repented of their wrong doings and became sorrowful which led to repentance. The Co-
rinthian Christians gained more admiration from Paul because of this.

Paul saw that there are sorrows that God intended and that there are sorrows that are of
the world. A righteous concern is to know the will of God and this will lead us to live up-
rightly according to God's will. When we are living with those concerns, we will become
sorrowful when we see ourselves not following the will of God. That sorrow produces
repentance that leads to salvation. And those who grieve according to God’s will know
their weaknesses and will rely on God. When you go to God with your sorrows, God will
take away your sorrows and turn them into joy. In other words, our sorrowful heart that
desires to know God's will for us leads us to a closer relationship with God.

However, worldly sorrows make us focus on our relationship with the world, not with
God. The worries of the world make people live according to their own desire, not God's
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and ultimately it will sever their relationship with God. In the end, the worries of the world
drive people away from God and lead to death.

When believers acknowledge the grief that they are not living according to God's will,
their relationship with God will be restored and God is pleased. However, God will not be
honored if a believer does not have a sorrowful heart when he should be repentant. In
this generation where so many things grieve God, believers must have sorrowful hearts
that lead to repentance which then brings reconciliation with God.

m Into the Word

1. After Paul wrote a letter to the church in Corinth, he had some regret, but then rejoiced.
Why? (vv. 8-9)

2. What are the characteristics of sorrow that follow God’s will? (vv. 10-11)

m Into our life

1. What is the difference between worldly sorrow and God'’s sorrow?

2. Why have you been worrying about following God's will lately?

m Memory Verse 2 Corinthians 7:10

For godly grief produces a repentance that leads to salvation without regret, whereas
worldly grief produces death.

m Sharing with your children

What are your main worries? Who do you think can solve your worries?
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The Fourth Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage 2 Corinthians 13:5-10

Test Yourselves
and Prove Yourself

)

Jesus, | My Cross Have Taken
There's Sunshine In My Soul Today
Of Him Who Did Salvation Bring

What titles do you have at home, at work, or in society? \What are you doing to fulfill that
title?

As Paul concludes the book of 2 Corinthians, he describes his plans to visit the church in
Corinth in the future. As he did on his second visit, he warns he will not spare those who
sinned earlier or any of the others (v. 2). Paul wasn't condemning people. It comes from
the hope that the person who has done wrong would repent after reading his letter, and
the church would be restored spiritually.

In that sense, Paul says, “Test yourselves, and prove yourselves whether you are in the
faith.”

In the past, the Corinthian church could not testify that they were living in the faith. There
were divisions, strife, and slander within the church. They accepted false teachings and
were evil slanderers of Paul. These things could not have happened if they were living in
faith.

Now, Paul expresses his desire that when he visits the Corinth church for the third time,
they would forsake their sinful ways and be transformed in the truth. He wanted the di-
visions in the church to be dissolved and for them to become one in Christ. He urged the
conflicts and fractions to be removed and to live in love and peace.

Believing in Jesus means that Jesus is dwelling in your life and causes you to live a trans—
formed life as Jesus commanded. Sadly, we Christians, often live a life without Christ and
with faithless words and actions.

Therefore, believers must always evaluate their own faith. “Am | living in faith? Is Jesus
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Christin me?” If a believer is not aware of the way they live, they are most likely living a life
without conviction in faith, without knowing that their faith is futile.

Therefore, may we carefully and humbly examine how we live out our faith!

Ourfaithin Jesus cannot be proven by our words. James 2:18 says, “But someone will say, “You
have faith and | have works.” Show me your faith apart from your works, and | will show
you my faith by my works.” When faith is revealed through my life, it proves that Christ
is in me. Nonbelievers surely can recognize how Christ is alive in our words, actions, and
thoughts.

m Into the Word

1. What did Paul tell the Corinthians to do to see if they were in the faith? (v. 5)

2. What did Apostle Paul want from the Corinthians? (v. 9)

m Into our life

1.What are some ways you can tell if Christians are not living by faith?

2. Paul said, “Test yourselves and prove whether you are in the faith.” How can we affirm
that we are in the faith?

m Memory Verse 2 Corinthians 13:5

Examine yourselves, to see whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Or do you not
realize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?—unless indeed you fail to meet
the test!

m Sharing with your children

How are you living your life to testify that you are a believer in Jesus?
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|
MISSIONARY

OF THE MONTH

Advance : #3022316
Country : Cambodia
Serving At : Methodist Mission in Cambodia

Home Country : United States of America, North America

‘Ah Soon Lee, Andrew

The Rev. Andrew Soon Lee is a missionary with the United Methodist
General Board of Global Ministries serving as a country coordinator
for the Methodist Mission in Cambodia. He was commissioned in the
spring of 2017.

Since 1998, the Methodist Church in Singapore, the Korean Meth-
odist Church, the General Board of Global Ministries, mission agency
of the United Methodists in France and Switzerland, and the World
Federation of Chinese Methodist Churches have been cooperating in
bringing about an autonomous Methodist denomination in Cambo-
dia. As of early 2017, the church in Cambodia had 140 congregations
and a membership of some 4,000. It was then represented in 10 of the
country’s 25 provinces.

Andrew is an ordained elder of the California-Pacific Annual Con-
ference, where he has served pastorates in Hawaii. He was born in

South Korea and lived there through high school. Migrating to the



United States, he earned a Bachelor of Business Administration from
the University of Hawaii at Manoa in 2003. He received the Master of
Divinity degree from Asbury Theological Seminary, Wilmore, Ken-
tucky, in 2007. He worked in the computer field before entering the
ministry and skill in that field played a major role in his faith story and
call to mission.

While always regular in church attendance, Andrew recalls that he
felt a sense of an incomplete relationship with God until he “experi-
enced the amazing grace of God” through a sermon on Romans 3:23-
24: “--for all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God, and are
justified freely by His grace through the redemption that came by
Christ Jesus.” Not long after, a missionary from Bangladesh visited his
church and called for someone to come there to help with a computer
ministry. Andrew volunteered—for a year.

Back from Bangladesh, Andrew, encouraged by his newly married
wife, followed a call into ministry and enrolled in seminary. He served
as a youth pastor at Calvary United Methodist Church in Honolulu for
almost three years and as a senior pastor at Parker United Methodist
Church, Kaneohe, for seven years, during which time the congrega-
tion doubled in size.

Andrew’s message is the amazing love that God has for all people.
And he says, “God has placed in my heart a love and passion for God's
people. I know that as long as I heed God’s calling and walk according
to his guidance, God will continue to use me for God’s glory and

grace.”

Contact info. Alee@umcmission.org
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2022/01 ‘| 2022/02 | 2022/03
Day Bible Chapter Day Bible Chapter Day Bible Chapter
01 HAMI7I 1 01 M1 27 01 E0Hg7| 1-2
02 = 02 28 02 Ash Wed. 3
03 2 03 29 03 4
04 3 04 30 04 5
05 4 05 31 05 6
06 5 06 e 06 =
07 6 07 32 07 7-8
08 7 08 88} 08 9-10
09 > 09 34 09 11-12
10 8 10 85) 10 13
11 9 11 36 11 14
12 10 12 37 12 15
13 11 13 = 13 =
14 12 14 38 14 16
15 13 15 39 15 17-18
16 = 16 40 16 19-20
17 14 17 41 17 21-22
18 15 18 42 18 23-24
19 16 19 43 19 25
20 17 20 F 20 Fo
21 18 21 44 21 26
22 19 22 45 22 27
23 = 23 46 23 28
24 20 24 47 24 29
25 21 25 48 25 30-31
26 22 26 49 26 32
27 23 27 =2 27 =
28 24 28 50 28 33-34
29 25 29 35-36
30 ] 30 37-38
31 26 31 39-40

2022/04 ﬂ 2022/05 2022/06
Day Bible Chapter Day Bible Chapter Day Bible Chapter
01 ot=Eg 1 01 AEI-I = 01 A1 1
02 2-3 02 1-2 02 2
03 = 03 3-5 03 8]
04 4-5 04 6-7 04 4
05 6 05 8-9 05 =
06 7 06 10-12 06 )
07 8 07 13-16 07 6
08 9 08 =y 08 7
09 10 09 17-18 09 8
10 AU > 10 19-21 10 9
11 11 11 22-24 11 10
12 12 12 25-27 12 Fo
13 18 13 28-30 13 11
14 14 14 31-33 14 12-13
15 15:1-41 15 = 15 14
16 15:42-27 16 34-35 16 15
17 2EFY 2 17 36-37 17 16-17
18 16 18 38-39 18 18
19 JEETN 1 19 40-41 19 =
20 2-8 20 42-44 20 19
21 4 21 45-48 21 20
22 5-6 22 =Y 22 21
23 7 23 49-50 23 22
24 = 24 51-53 24 23
25 8-9 25 54-56 25 24
26 10-11 26 57-60 26 =2
27 12 27 61-64 27 25
28 13-14 28 65-67 28 26
29 15 29 = 29 27
30 16 30 68-69 30 4

31 70-72
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01 AlEII-V 73-75 01 27| 1-2 01 20tM 1
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03 = 03 5-6 03 3
04 78 04 7 04 =
05 79-81 05 8-9 05 4
06 82-83 06 10 06 5
07 84-87 07 e 07 6
08 88-89 08 11-12 08 7
09 90-91 09 13-14 09 8
10 B 10 ji5; 10 9
11 92-97 11 16 11 =
12 98-102 12 17-18 12 10
13 103-104 13 19 13 11
14 105 14 = 14 12
15 106 15 20 15 13
16 107-108 16 21 16 14
17 = 17 22 17 15
18 109-112 18 23-24 18 =
19 113-118 19 25 19 16
20 119:1-56 20 26 20 ==t 1-2
21 119:57-112 21 Fo 21 3
22 119:113-176 22 27 22 4:1-5:10
23 120-125 23 28 23 5:11-7:1
24 =4 24 29 24 7:2-16
25 126-132 25 30 25 =
26 133-137 26 31 26 8-9
27 138-140 27 32 27 10
28 141-143 28 2 28 11
29 144-146 29 88 29 12
30 147-150 30 34-35 30 13
31 = 31 36
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Day Bible Chapter Day Bible Chapter Day Bible Chapter
01 AFE7| 1 01 &0t 1 01 OtEf=S 3-4
02 =4 02 2 02 B)
03 2 03 3 03 6
04 & 04 4 04 ]
05 4 05 5 05 7
06 5-6 06 = 06 8
07 7-8 07 6 07 9
08 9 08 7 08 10
09 =4 09 8 09 11
10 10-11 10 9 10 12
11 12 11 10 11 Fo
12 13-14 12 11 12 13
13 15 13 = 13 14
14 16-17 14 12 14 15
15 18 15 13 15 16
16 2 16 14 16 17
17 19-20 17 15 17 18
18 21 18 16-17 18 =
19 22 19 18 19 19
20 23 20 =Y 20 20
21 24-25 21 19 21 21
22 26 22 20 22 22
23 e 23 21 23 1
24 27 24 22 24 2
25 28 25 23 25 SEH =9
26 29 26 24 26 23
27 30 27 = 27 24
28 31 28 i 1 28 25
29 32 29 2 29 26
30 =2 30 3 30 27
i 33-34 &l 28
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