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If you are a Christian who is always praying and never losing hope,
you will put more worth in conversing with God than your prayers being
answered as you wish. This is the ultimate goal of prayer.

= 7|50l S|dS K| =

2| AEQI02HH BE 7|57} #lok= 2
SHac AL ottt Disfol=C
MO 7IXIS FA EUC

0]%10] 7|2 =Xl SHAILIC,

- K| e




English Standard Version  USPTO Reg. No. 3026768
ESV USPTO Reg. No. 3746835
@ USPTO Reg. No. 3008631

P'i
ill

Dear Lord 5,

From March 2023, 3¥of|=
rme 412+ ([
pzce 2 ([ D

sitting before you =g 2toj] o}

eating your Word =32 &3 Q11

praying to you, 547 o}=|

will have a fellowship with you. =23} W A5H2 L)
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about the holy Fe of believers, he urged people to lve as chi- !

dren of light. Like the relationship between husband and wife, E ;ﬁgﬁwﬁm§g@[$ E
he urged the church to be holy and blameless. ! Vithat id Peud call the immoval, ]
1 impure, of greedy person? 1
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3 Tha Abundent Love of Jesus
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‘or you may be sure of this, that everyone who is sexually = =
immoral or impure, or who is covetous (that is, an idolater), Oqo.lgl. O%% OEIH}“
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& Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of
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abedience.
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14 for anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it 25s Sol "'|_ A -Io
says, “Awake, O slecper, and arise from the dead, and Chris LA FAE Y3 ML
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- Befive gving snacks o childran, we usually ask them 1o wash ther

hiands and urge them, "On yous way back from the rastroom, come
“straght back hera without fouching the wall o tha flaor.™ W know
clean hands vl gat dirty o washeng them would b an exerise
i futiity. Nomhulasmkﬂsmhw!lwﬂhwmﬂuﬂ
on the floor and get thair hands dirty again on thair way back. Those
childran cannot be given the snacks and must wash their hands again,

Pauil colled the wmaral, impure, o greedy person an idolater {v. 5,
Josus said that anyone who looked at & woman lustfully had already
committed adultary with her in his heart (Matt 5:28), Paul ssid, “Smang
you there must not be even & hint of sexusl immoralty, oe of any kind of
impurity, or of gresd” (v, 3. Don't even think about them or speak about
them because it is shameful even to mention them (v, 12)

On the other hand, we must get out of darkngss and wak in the mid—
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lve ife quits different from our old ke, Wil you go back to the life of an
alien or waytarer, iving with the unbekevers and idolaters? Or do you
want o walk n the middle of ight with thanksgiving and as heirs to the
kmgeom of God?
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The Birth
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Reading Insight

Hannah had no children, so she made a vow to offer a newborn
son to God if she was blessed with a son by God. As a reward
for her vow, Samuel was born. To honor her vow, once Sam-
uel was weaned, Hannah took Samuel and brought him to the
House of God in Shiloh to serve God.

&3 Go, Carry Thy Burden to Jesus

1 Samuel 1:9-18 1 Samuel 1

9 After they had eaten and drunk in Shiloh, Hannah rose.
Now Eli the priest was sitting on the seat beside the doorpost
of the temple of the LORD.

10 She was deeply distressed and prayed to the LORD and
wept bitterly.

11 And she vowed a vow and said, “O LORD of hosts, if you
will indeed look on the affliction of your servant and remem-
ber me and not forget your servant, but will give to your ser-
vant a son, then [ will give him to the LORD all the days of
his life, and no razor shall touch his head.”

12 As she continued praying before the LORD, Eli observed
her mouth.

13 Hannah was speaking in her heart; only her lips moved,
and her voice was not heard. Therefore Eli took her to be a
drunken woman.

14 And Eli said to her, “How long will you go on being
drunk? Put your wine away from you.”

15 But Hannah answered, “No, my lord, I am a woman trou-
bled in spirit. [ have drunk neither wine nor strong drink, but
I'have been pouring out my soul before the LORD.

16 Do not regard your servant as a worthless woman, for all
along I have been speaking out of my great anxiety and vex-
ation.”

17 Then Eli answered, “Go in peace, and the God of Israel
grant your petition that you have made to him.”

18 And she said, “Let your servant find favor in your eyes.”
Then the woman went her way and ate, and her face was no
longer sad.

Engaging with Words
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What did Hannah do when she

was sorrowful? (v. 10)
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What problems do you bring to
God and pray while grieving?

God Moment




20

T4
n mEI_
ols
o
3
z
o

ML FO O
o2 r e
g
r=
ron
ng
it
mjo

ol
i
il

ct

%7 |E One Prayer

W32 AAXIE 2f3t 7|
Prayer for Churches & Pastors

Jo <t o
S

A9 9] 9] 42] Voices Frrom THE HiiL

BHLP <50 S0iS I
When Peninnah Entered Her Heart

A2 1 0t 7t 2012 Ate] R T2pM 11 410] E2tELC, ottt
2e] MAFZOA "L 0FS0] &2 GiRf2f'2tdl AJHBILC 49| 0F30|
Z 01f= 2 050 B S0 HERLICE HHY AFS S0
(21 L OF0IS ZX| 2ot oL Mot ZESHAY, BtLto| Otg 0 At
XFot= BHLL Af2| HASLIH. BHLE RIS EARHL AEAIZ O,

= 20 He A ARASUCL
BHUYE ST} DFEIRRILLE JE0AE XHA7+ QUKL HH As
M2 2HX| o 210| OISk SHELL. BHLb= SIS ASAIZ|IH ARAO|
S50 3ts 20 XL HELICE SRR SiLk= AHQ 53 1KLL Lt
SIMX| pEUL 1 £52S 7KL ofLfgH ESBLCE D= d2¢ o= 0
Qo] Foj| 7k S & CHE & 0FSC & 1295l SHotH 7|=giLict J2|0
SILIO| OiSBlS S2 A2| MAFY2 JUoA Fets ULt ot 26 271
HoH HOZ SOHLILY 11 0|22 3iLto] H=0f 24 30| GoRELICt 14

OfiA| L=l 287+ 2ot LI
otLte| OFZ 0 A 27t 221710, otltg0] 212| DF3 ¢ SHRAELICE
SfLIEO] 1A Ot SORAIL| Btz ERIRSLIL StfER2 BHUE Hat
2 ot

o o > mly rIr

I

O —
AZIAL, StLOH S O[0IS FAIX| RIUXIT, otLt= SiLtEMH 2= &5 B
7|1 s FUSUC L21= OFS0 70| M2| H A=K 5 HTHOF L
Ct. otLf=Sl At2|E Mg Ho.= L7 [X| OO BiLICE otLfE= Otg0 2

ALR0l otltgel B 2615 2 4+ USUCL

Depending on who enters one’s heart and settles within it, one’s life can
change. Hannah introduced herself to the priest Eli by saying, “l am a woman
who is deeply troubled.” Hannah's heart was saddened because Peninnah en-
tered her heart. As Peninnah lost the love of her husband to Hannah, and
mocked and cursed Hannah who was childless, Peninnah who cursed Hannah
entered the heart of Hannah. As Peninnah despised and angered Hannah, Han-
nah wept and refused to eat.

Peninnah was sad as well. Though Peninnah had children, she was sad be-
cause her husband loved someone else. Peninnah tried to lessen her sorrow
and resolve her grievance by upsetting Hannah. But Hannah did not try to get
even with Peninnah with her sorrow. She used her sorrow to implore God. She
went to the house of God in Shiloh and prayed to God while weeping in sorrow.
with her mouth closed. And when the priest Eli heard her grieving, he prayed
for peace for her. Hannah returned home hoping to receive the grace of God.
From that point on, any trace of sorrow could not be found on the face of Han-
nah. She found the favor of God and received grace from God. Hannah'’s heart
was occupied by Peninnah, but her heart was cleansed of Peninnah and was
filled with God. Once God entered her heart, Hannah changed. Though God did
not change Peninnah and did not immediately give a child to Hannah, Hannah
decided to totally depend on God and received peace of mind. We need to al-
ways examine what is occupying our hearts. We should not allow the place in
our heart to be occupied by worldly matters but by God. Only when God enters
our hearts can we enjoy the peace and grace of God.
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Reading Insight

Hannah prayed to God with thanksgiving and joy when Samuel
was born as an answer to her prayers. Samuel served God un-
der the supervision of the priest Eli. On the other hand, the two
sons of Eli acted despising God and hence a curse loomed over
the house of Eli.

&3 The God of Abraham Praise

1 Samuel 2:12-17, 27-30 1 Samuel 2

12 Now the sons of Eli were worthless men. They did not
know the LORD.

13 The custom of the priests with the people was that when any
man offered sacrifice, the priest’s servant would come, while
the meat was boiling, with a three-pronged fork in his hand,

14 and he would thrust it into the pan or kettle or cauldron
or pot. All that the fork brought up the priest would take for
himself. This is what they did at Shiloh to all the Israelites
who came there.

15 Moreover, before the fat was burned, the priest’s servant
would come and say to the man who was sacrificing, “Give
meat for the priest to roast, for he will not accept boiled meat
from you but only raw.”

16 And if the man said to him, “Let them burn the fat first,
and then take as much as you wish,” he would say, “No, you
must give itnow, and if not, I will take it by force.”

17 Thus the sin of the young men was very great in the sight
of the LORD, for the men treated the offering of the LORD
with contempt.

27 And there came a man of God to Eli and said to him,
“Thus the LORD has said, ‘Did I indeed reveal myselfto the
house of your father when they were in Egypt subject to the
house of Pharaoh?

28 Did I choose him out of all the tribes of Israel to be my
priest, to go up to my altar, to burn incense, to wear an ephod
before me? I gave to the house of your father all my offerings
by fire from the people of Israel.

29 Why then do you scorn my sacrifices and my offerings
that I commanded, and honor your sons above me by fatten-
ing yourselves on the choicest parts of every offering of my
people Israel?’

30 Therefore the LORD, the God of Israel, declares: ‘I prom-
ised that your house and the house of your father should go
in and out before me forever, but now the LORD declares:
‘Far be it from me, for those who honor me I will honor, and
those who despise me shall be lightly esteemed.

Engaging with Words

MM A
LS £0=2

A2|o| = 00| Yot StLtES H
AHE $Z2 DL (172)

What were the acts of Eli's two
sons that were in contempt of

God? (v. 17)

What deeds of yours reveal
your respect for God?
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Worship Service that Forgot God
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There is a Korean proverb, “People are more interested in ceremonial
food than the ritual.” But the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, paid
more attention to the offerings than the worship and committed a seri-
ous sin against God.

When Eli's two sons participated in the worship, they were more in—
terested in the meat to be distributed to them than worship. They vio—
lated the rules of worship given by God by taking raw meats that con—
tained fats which were supposed to be offered to God. God said that
what they had done showed contempt towards God. God said, “Those
who honor me | will honor, but those who despise me will be dis-
dained” (v. 30). Eli’'s two sons, however, did not realize that what they
were doing showed contempt towards God because they did not know
who God was, and they did not care to know (v. 12).

God is the protagonist of all worship services. When the protagonist
is forgotten, all worship services are degraded into instruments of our
self-satisfaction and advantage. All worship should be respectful of
God and for the satisfaction of God Himself. All believers should regard
worshiping God as a special privilege, should worship respecting God,
and should be grateful for the grace of God.
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Reading Insight

God called young Samuel and revealed God’s plan to punish Eli’s
household. Priest Eli received the prophecy of God regarding
his household through Samuel. Now Samuel is no longer the
household errand boy of Eli but is chosen as the prophet to re—
ceive the words of God and convey God’s message to others.

54 Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us

1 Samuel 3:7-18 1 Samuel 3

7 Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and the word of
the LORD had not yet been revealed to him.

8 And the LORD called Samuel again the third time. And
he arose and went to Eli and said, “Here I am, for you called
me.” Then Eli perceived that the LORD was calling the
young man.

9 Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down, and if he calls
you, you shall say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant hears.’”
So Samuel went and lay down in his place.

10 And the LORD came and stood, calling as at other times,
“Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, for your ser-
vant hears.”

11 Then the LORD said to Samuel, “Behold, I am about to do
athing in Israel at which the two ears of everyone who hears
itwill tingle.

12 On that day I will fulfill against Eli all that I have spoken
concerning his house, from beginning to end.

13 And I declare to him that I am about to punish his house
forever, for the iniquity that he knew, because his sons were
blaspheming God,and he did not restrain them.

14 Therefore I swear to the house of Eli that the iniquity of
Eli’s house shall not be atoned for by sacrifice or offering
forever.”

15 Samuel lay until morning; then he opened the doors of the
house of the LORD. And Samuel was afraid to tell the vision
to Eli.

16 But Eli called Samuel and said, “Samuel, my son.” And
hesaid, “Here I am.”

17 And Eli said, “What was it that he told you? Do not hide
it from me. May God do so to you and more also if you hide
anything from me of all that he told you.”

18 So Samuel told him everything and hid nothing from him.
And he said, “It is the LORD. Let him do what seems good
to him.”

Engaging with Words
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Why did God say that He
would judge the household of
Eli to eternity? (v. 13)
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What kind of advice do you
offer to your children to raise
them well spiritually?
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There is a saying, “Farming of children is the most difficult farming.”
Parents raise children with love hoping for the best for their children.
Sometimes children do not listen to their parents and go astray then
parents become disappointed and discouraged.

Priest Eli was full of worries upon witnessing the evil acts of his sons.
Moreover, the Word of God conveyed through Samuel that Eli's house
would be cursed by God must have been a blow to him. The sins of
El’'s two sons were not the only reason for the judgment of God against
the household of Eli. God rebuked Eli for not proactively trying to stop
his sons from committing evil acts and held Eli responsible though
God’s punishment was self-inflicted by his sons. In fact, Eli had re-
buked his sons about the seriousness of their sins. Eli told them that it
was a sin against God to show contempt towards worship and rebuked
them by asking who would implore God on their behalf if they commit=
ted sins against God. But the two sons did not heed their father and did
not return from sins.

[t is not easy to persuade grown up children to return from their way—
ward ways. The only thing parents can do is try to raise children with
the help of God. We need to trust God and surrender to God and not
give up and try to raise children relying on the Word of God as a guide.
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Reading Insight

Eli’s two sons carried the ark of the covenant of the LORD
to battle against the Philistines and they died. The ark of the
LORD’s covenant was taken by the Philistines. When Eli heard
the news that the ark of the covenant of the LORD was taken
by the Philistines, he fell from his chair and died. The prophecy
of God about the fall of Eli's household was fulfilled. Disaster
from God is poured onto the Philistines who had taken the ark
of the covenant.

&4 Have Thine Own Way, Lord

1 Samuel 4:1-11 1 Samuel 4-5

1 And the word of Samuel came to all Israel. Now Israel
went out to battle against the Philistines. They encamped at
Ebenezer, and the Philistines encamped at Aphek.

2 The Philistines drew up in line against Israel, and when the
battle spread, Israel was defeated by the Philistines, who killed
about four thousand men on the field of battle.

3 And when the troops came to the camp, the elders of Israel
said, “Why has the LORD defeated us today before the Philis-
tines? Let us bring the ark of the covenant of the LORD here
from Shiloh, that it may come among us and save us from the
power of our enemies.”

4 So the people sent to Shiloh and brought from there the ark
of the covenant of the LORD of hosts, who is enthroned on the
cherubim. And the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were
there with the ark of the covenant of God.

5 As soon as the ark of the covenant of the LORD came into the
camp, all Israel gave a mighty shout, so that the earth resounded.

6 And when the Philistines heard the noise of the shouting, they
said, “What does this great shouting in the camp of the Hebrews
mean?” And when they learned that the ark of the LORD had
come to the camp,

7 the Philistines were afraid, for they said, “A god has come into
the camp.” And they said, “Woe to us! For nothing like this has
happened before.

8Woe to us! Who can deliver us from the power of these mighty
gods? These are the gods who struck the Egyptians with every
sort of plague in the wilderness.

9 Take courage, and be men, O Philistines, lest you become slaves
to the Hebrews as they have been to you; be men and fight.”

10 So the Philistines fought, and Israel was defeated, and they
fled, every man to his home. And there was a very great slaugh-
ter, for there fell of Israel thirty thousand foot soldiers.

11 And the ark of God was captured, and the two sons of Eli,
Hophni and Phinehas, died.
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Why did the Israelites shout
when the ark of the covenant
of the LORD entered their
camp? (v. b)
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Have you ever treated God as
an instrument to achieve your

own objective?
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To believe in God means to be called by God as one who will fuffill the
will of God. But sometimes people use God as a means to fulfill their
own will. Israel and Philistine were adversaries. Once defeated by the
Philistines, the elders of Israel decided to take the ark of the covenant
of the LORD to the battlefield to win the war against Philistine. But God
did not allow victory to Israel. Israel lost the war and lost the ark of the
covenant of the LORD to the Philistines. The hopes of the Israelites
were shattered.

Though the Philistines won a significant war, an unexpected disaster
came upon them. Though the Philistines thought that they won the war
against the God of Israel, as soon as the ark of the covenant of the
LORD entered the shrine of their god Dagon, the statue of Dagon fell
and the arms and other pieces of the statue fell off. Not only that, in all
the towns that had the ark of the covenant of the LORD, people were
inflicted with severe tumors and died.

The people of Israel and Philistine thought that they could control the
ark of the covenant of the LORD. But the ark of the covenant of the
LORD could not be contained. The ark of the covenant was free to
travel through the camps of Israel and Philistines and fulfilled the will of
God. God showed that people should be the instrument to fulfill God’s
will, and God is not the instrument of people to fulfill the will of the
people.
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Reading Insight

Having suffered disasters because of the ark of the covenant
of the LORD, the Philistines returned the ark to Israel. Samuel
assembled the Israelites at Mizpah and asked them to repent
for their sins. The Philistines attacked Israel at Mizpah, but they
were subdued by the power of God.

&3 Nearer, Still Nearer

1 Samuel 6:3-12 1 Samuel 6-7

3 They said, “If you send away the ark of the God of Israel,
do not send it empty, but by all means return him a guilt of-
fering. Then you will be healed, and it will be known to you
why his hand does not turn away from you.”

4 And they said, “What is the guilt offering that we shall return
to him?” They answered, “Five golden tumors and five gold-
en mice, according to the number of the lords of the Philis-
tines, for the same plague was on all of you and on your lords.

5 So you must make images of your tumors and images of
your mice that ravage the land, and give glory to the God
of Israel. Perhaps he will lighten his hand from off you and
your gods and your land.

6 Why should you harden your hearts as the Egyptians and
Pharaoh hardened their hearts? After he had dealt severely
with them, did they not send the people away, and they de-
parted?

7 Now then, take and prepare a new cart and two milk cows
on which there has never come a yoke, and yoke the cows to
the cart, but take their calves home, away from them.

8 And take the ark of the LORD and place it on the cart and
put in a box at its side the figures of gold, which you are re-
turning to him as a guilt offering. Then send it off and let it
goits way

2 and watch. If it goes up on the way to its own land, to Beth-
shemesh, then it is he who has done us this great harm, but if
not, then we shall know that it is not his hand that struck us; it
happened to us by coincidence.”

10 The men did so, and took two milk cows and yoked them
to the cart and shut up their calves at home.

11 And they put the ark of the LORD on the cart and the box
with the golden mice and the images of their tumors.

12 And the cows went straight in the direction of Beth-
shemesh along one highway, lowing as they went. They
turned neither to the right nor to the left, and the lords of
the Philistines went after them as far as the border of Beth-
shemesh.
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Why did the Philistines use
cows that had calved to pull the
cart that carried the ark of the
covenant of the LORD? (v. 9)
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By Chance? Or God's Providence?
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When something happens to us, sometimes we want to confirm if it
is by chance or the providence of God. The Philistines believed that the
source of their disaster was the ark of the covenant as they watched all
the disasters taking place in Philistine after the ark of the covenant was
brought to Philistine. Thus, the Philistines began to think that they bet-
ter return the ark to Israel. Nonetheless, the Philistines were confused
if it happened by chance or by the will of God. So they decided to try to
confirm it.

When they returned the ark, they used two cows that had calved to
pull the cart. If the cows went to Beth Shemesh in Israel, then it was
God whose hand struck them otherwise it was by chance. Crying for
calves penned up, the cows pulled the cart and headed straight to Beth
Shemesh. Upon witnessing this, the Philistines realized that the disas—
ters inflicted on them were by the hand of God.

All things are within the providence of God. As the Philistines
watched the cows acting against their instincts heading straight toward
Beth Shemesh without turning to the right or left, they witnessed the
act of God. If we live in accordance with the Word of God, like the
cows against our instinct, can people see and confirm from us that God
is alive and controls our lives?
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Reading Insight

The people of Israel asked Samuel for a king. Samuel said that
asking for a king among them was to deny God as their king and
warned that they would face many negative impacts coming
from the kingship. But the people of Israel ignored Samuel and
demanded a king and God promised to set the king up for them.

53 When We Walk with the Lord

1 Samuel 8:1-9 1 Samuel 8

1 When Samuel became old, he made his sons judges over
Israel.

2The name of his firstborn son was Joel, and the name of his
second, Abijah; they were judges in Beersheba.

3 Yet his sons did not walk in his ways but turned aside after
gain. They took bribes and perverted justice.

4 Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to
Samuel at Ramah

5 and said to him, “Behold, you are old and your sons do not
walk in your ways. Now appoint for us a king to judge us
like all the nations.”

6 But the thing displeased Samuel when they said, “Give us a
king to judge us.” And Samuel prayed to the LORD.

7 And the LORD said to Samuel, “Obey the voice of the peo-
ple in all that they say to you, for they have not rejected you,
but they have rejected me from being king over them.

8 According to all the deeds that they have done, from the
day I brought them up out of Egypt even to this day, forsak-
ing me and serving other gods, so they are also doing to you.

2 Now then, obey their voice; only you shall solemnly warn
them and show them the ways of the king who shall reign
over them.”

Engaging with Words
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Why did all the elders of Israel
come to Samuel and ask for a
king? (v. 5)
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could serve as a king other
than God?
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Have you experienced being rejected by someone? Though | do love
this partner and do my best for them, if they refused all this and walked
away from me and went to be with someone else, | would be really
sad.

God also experienced this kind of sadness. As Samuel was getting
old, he appointed his two sons as judges for Israel. But as his two sons
did not live up to the expectation as judges, the elders of Israel came to
Samuel and asked for a king. Samuel felt that the people of Israel re-
jected him.

Then God told Samuel. “It is not you they have rejected, but they
have rejected me as their king.” The Israelites thought that they needed
a king to protect them against the Philistines. Until then, God had pro—
tected them and ruled as their king, but they did not understand that
and sought a king from men and rejected God.

God is our king. But there are so many god substitutes like people,
material, power, fame, etc. We must be believers to confess that only
God protects us and rules over us and praise God as our king.



L= AL
I-I EEO'I, O:"‘I‘ I:IJ_'-l' I-7}'“ LAz
Journaling with Jesus OIS MZIHEL TR
22| A Thanks Note AT FrstPrayer
24t Reading & QT

} 22 One Word

EE=7 |5 One Prayer

*otLlE ] 0K, Y419] 02 God's heart & your heart

M2 2l8ll For Walking with Jesus

* 22 O 70|, H2| Taking it deeper, further

facebook @7/5 9502

512 S0 U5S T 0 SHHs
0123} 421, ML, ZEIS AJZiol TOjER) ¢/
AHEX| 7IZBHIAIS.

Today’s Mission Cleared Sticker |




08

AP}
A2 g

The Meeting of
Samuel and Saul

[ EVJ L=l Opening Prayer

T LN,
9| 50| EALoIC}.
Lord, Speak.

Your Servant is Listening

LS TRTEE

Doing & Being for Today

46

)
OfH{XIS] LITIS S0t LI AHE2 LIS 2 U7 SiH M2
MRS S0P BEILICE AFRUS ALZOA| SHHEHA 18 O]
Azfolo] 02 BGIASS RILICY

5 MA01ZH(E457%) 2| Zoj| /2

Aol 271 e LSRN AR A ol
o2 A

1604 o]k whof Uh} viLkel oA 3 Abghg W2 1
ey Y= o)A 78-S Ho] o a] o Aztelo] A
A Atoet 17h ) WS Ba AR50 £oA 12
sfelet U we) B2algo] g AdEigo B Ut
152 Sk s AEY

17 A} 200] 422 2 tfo] o} 5o 1017 o] 2A5]
e} ol th7h ] St Aol o] 7w thael
et shauet

18 2}-g 0] A5 ok Aol Lpolr} o] 25| 4zA%t]
o] oft]1A] ek U 712 2|24

19 A}5900] A1l Thste] ol2¥ Ut izl
ehul W 94 Abge 2 Septet st ok ek ab)
v 0] 8 ool U S B o] nk& o] = A
S ohy watejet

20 142 A0 P ] IS S FelsA) ek aor=y]
o2 o] Aefalo] Ahshs 7} Lk vgt ] o]
2 7o orjupshxlet

21 A-go] thgtao] o) 2] Lh ol Aokl Aufe) 7Hg &
2 2|t wpel Aol ool 7} i L] 722 vyl
A} RE 715 Fo 714} v]oFeA] ohslo]7} EhAlo]
of3}o] 7] olze] TastA|Ltol 7t 8]

22 A} Eo] A1} 0] AFHS QLES}o] 2R Eoj7h
3R} AA10] 97 Shieel 212 A W Zkeolglelet
22 Ap5lo] 22|lo]A o] 2% 7} uA F uA Fet
TERIREL AL

24 9|<lo] yAIttelol 170 B AS AT AL
9] 3 =Aje} AElo] o] 25 e} o] = £9IE Aol
o] 9ol 10 0k vl W3 e U g 9istol
o718 %1 o] T2 7]ekel7] shgitet 1 el ALgo]
AR A3 ¥ oL jek



Reading Insight

Saul began searching for the lost donkeys for his father and vis—
ited Samuel to ask for some advice. Samuel told Saul that God
had chosen him as a king of Israel.

59 Saviour, Lead Me, Lest | Stray

1 Samuel 9:15-24 1 Samuel 9

15 Now the day before Saul came, the LORD had revealed to
Samuel:

16 “Tomorrow about this time [ will send to you a man from
the land of Benjamin, and you shall anoint him to be prince
over my people Israel. He shall save my people from the
hand of the Philistines. For I have seen my people, because
their cry has come to me.”

17’ When Samuel saw Saul, the LORD told him, “Here is the
man of whom I spoke to you! He it is who shall restrain my
people.”

18 Then Saul approached Samuel in the gate and said, “Tell
me where is the house of the seer?”

19 Samuel answered Saul, “I am the seer. Go up before me
to the high place, for today you shall eat with me, and in the
morning [ will let you go and will tell you all that is on your
mind.

20 As for your donkeys that were lost three days ago, do not
set your mind on them, for they have been found. And for
whom is all that is desirable in Israel? Is it not for you and for
all your father’s house?”

21 Saul answered, “Am [ not a Benjaminite, from the least of
the tribes of Israel? And is not my clan the humblest of all the
clans of the tribe of Benjamin? Why then have you spoken to
me in this way?”

22 Then Samuel took Saul and his young man and brought
them into the hall and gave them a place at the head of those
who had been invited, who were about thirty persons.

23 And Samuel said to the cook, “Bring the portion I gave
you, of which I said to you, ‘Putitaside.””

24 So the cook took up the leg and what was on it and set
them before Saul. And Samuel said, “See, what was kept is
set before you. Eat, because it was kept for you until the hour
appointed, that you might eat with the guests.”So Saul ate
with Samuel that day.

Engaging with Words
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What did God instruct Samuel
to do when Saul came? (v. 16)
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Though things were not done
according to your plan, have

you been led by God?

God Moment
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Many times, our lives take a detour from our plan. When things do
not go as planned, we wander and become disappointed.

Saul left home with a servant to look for the lost donkeys for his fa—
ther. He did not find the lost donkeys where they expected so they
wandered here and there. As time passed, they began to worry that
Saul’s father might worry about him. Then they arrived at the district of
Zuph where Samuel lived. The servant said there was a man of God in
the town, and he may be able to point them to the right way. So, Saul
and the servant entered the town and met Samuel, the man of God.

Samuel knew they were coming. The night before God appeared to
Samuel and told him that Saul would come. Samuel delivered God's
message to Saul that Saul would be anointed as the first king of Israel.
Samuel poured oil on and anointed Saul. As God made Saul wander,
Saul was led to God’s prophet.

As we sometimes wander, there is God'’s plan and guidance. People
normally move according to their own plan and customs. But some-
times God breaks us down and leads us to His plan. Though some-
times we wander through unexpected paths, we should expect to be
led according to God’s plan and should not lose hope.
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Reading Insight

Saul was anointed by Samuel as king. Then Samuel summoned
the people of Israel to the LORD at Mizpah, used a lottery to
select Saul, and declared to the people that Saul was anointed
by God as king.

J3 Lately the Life of Christ Burst Out Alive in Mel

1 Samuel 10:1-12 1 Samuel 10

1 Then Samuel took a flask of oil and poured it on his head and
kissed him and said, “Has not the LORD anointed you to be prince
over his people Israel? And you shall reign over the people of the
LORD and you will save them from the hand of their surround-
ing enemies. And this shall be the sign to you that the LORD has
anointed you to be prince over his heritage.

2 When you depart from me today, you will meet two men by Ra-
chel’s tomb in the territory of Benjamin at Zelzah, and they will say
to you, ‘The donkeys that you went to seek are found, and now your
father has ceased to care about the donkeys and is anxious about
you, saying, “What shall I do about my son?””’

3Then you shall go on from there farther and come to the oak of Ta-
bor. Three men going up to God at Bethel will meet you there, one
carrying three young goats, another carrying three loaves of bread,
and another carrying a skin of wine.

4 And they will greet you and give you two loaves of bread, which
you shall accept from their hand.

5 After that you shall come to Gibeath-elohim,where there is a gar-
rison of the Philistines. And there, as soon as you come to the city,
you will meet a group of prophets coming down from the high place
with harp, tambourine, flute, and lyre before them, prophesying.

6 Then the Spirit of the LORD will rush upon you, and you will
prophesy with them and be turned into another man.

7 Now when these signs meet you, do what your hand finds to do,
for God is with you.

8 Then go down before me to Gilgal. And behold, I am coming to
you to offer burnt offerings and to sacrifice peace offerings. Sev-
en days you shall wait, until I come to you and show you what you
shalldo.”

2 When he turned his back to leave Samuel, God gave him another
heart. And all these signs came to pass that day.

10 When they came to Gibeah, behold, a group of prophets met
him, and the Spirit of God rushed upon him, and he prophesied
among them.

11 And when all who knew him previously saw how he prophesied
with the prophets, the people said to one another, “What has come
over the son of Kish? Is Saul also among the prophets?”’

12 And a man of the place answered, “And who is their father?”
Therefore it became a proverb, “Is Saul also among the prophets?”

Engaging with Words
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What did Saul receive when
he was changed into a new
person? (v. 6)
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What do you wish to receive
from God to be changed into a
new person when you believe
in Jesus?
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He Will Change and Become a New Man
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People who live according to past thought and past customs are
called “people of antiquity.” But God wants to use “new people” rather
than “people of antiquity.” God wanted to use Saul as king of Israel.
God anointed Saul. God wanted to shape and change him to be fit to
become a king, and He wanted to pour the spirit of the LORD onto
Saul. God poured the spirit of the LORD onto Saul, gave him a new
mind, and Saul was changed to become a new man.

When the spirit of the LORD came upon Saul, he was prophesying
with the group of prophets. What God gave Saul was not a physical
power like He gave to Samson or wisdom to Solomon. God gave him
the Spirit of the LORD so that Saul could prophesy the Word of God.
Then Samuel said to Saul, “Once these signs are fulfilled, do whatever
your hand finds to do, for God is with you.”

A new person is the one who receives a new mind. God bestows
people with God’s mind and allows them to keep God’s mind and live
their lives. A new person lives into the Word of God when applicable.
A believer should not be “a person of antiquity” in the eyes of God but
should be a “new person” changed to be ready to be used by God
easily.
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Reading Insight

The descendants of the Ammonites threatened to attack
Jabesh Gilead. The people of Jabesh asked Saul for help, and
Saul assembled the people of Israel, fought the descendants of
the Ammonites, and won. The victory gave the people of Israel
an opportunity to assemble at Gilgal and officially declared Saul
as their king.

&3 Heart Longings

1 Samuel 11:6-15 1 Samuel 11

6 And the Spirit of God rushed upon Saul when he heard
these words, and his anger was greatly kindled.

7Hetook a yoke of oxen and cut them in pieces and sent them
throughout all the territory of Israel by the hand of messen-
gers, saying, “Whoever does not come out after Saul and
Samuel, so shall it be done to his oxen!” Then the dread of the
LORD fell upon the people, and they came out as one man.

8 When he mustered them at Bezek, the people of Israel were
three hundred thousand, and the men of Judah thirty thousand.

9 And they said to the messengers who had come, “Thus shall
you say to the men of Jabesh-gilead: “Tomorrow, by the time
the sun is hot, you shall have deliverance.””” When the mes-
sengers came and told the men of Jabesh, they were glad.

10 Therefore the men of Jabesh said, “Tomorrow we will
give ourselves up to you, and you may do to us whatever
seems good to you.”

11 And the next day Saul put the people in three companies.
And they came into the midst of the camp in the morning
watch and struck down the Ammonites until the heat of the
day. And those who survived were scattered, so that no two
of them were left together.

12 Then the people said to Samuel, “Who is it that said,
‘Shall Saul reign over us?’Bring the men, that we may put
them to death.”

13 But Saul said, “Not a man shall be put to death this day, for
today the LORD has worked salvation in Israel.”

14 Then Samuel said to the people, “Come, let us go to Gilgal
and there renew the kingdom.”

15 So all the people went to Gilgal, and there they made Saul
king before the LORD in Gilgal. There they sacrificed peace
offerings before the LORD, and there Saul and all the men of
Israel rejoiced greatly.

Engaging with Words
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Saul did not allow the trouble—
makers to be put to death.
Why? (v. 13)
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In your life journey, how did
God redeem you? And are you

happy with that?

God Moment
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At Mizpah when Samuel announced that Saul was anointed as a king
by God, not all the people welcomed Saul. Some troublemakers asked,
“How can this person save us?” and challenged the leadership of Saul.

God showed the people the ability of Saul to save them through the
war. Nahash the king of the Ammonites threatened to gouge out the
right eyes of all the people in Jabesh Gilead. The people of Jabesh Gil-
ead went to Saul at Gibeah and asked for his help. Saul was moved by
the spirit of God and assembled the people of Israel to save Jabesh
Gilead. Then he attacked the Ammonites and defeated them. At this
point, the people of Israel accepted Saul as their king. And they wanted
to put those troublemakers to death who did not approve Saul as king.
To this, Saul said, “No one shall be put to death today, for this day the
LORD has rescued Israel.” Then Saul confessed that it was not Saul
himself but God who saved Jabesh Gilead. Saul did not use the salva-
tion of God as a tool to put those troublemakers to death. Rather Saul
invited them to participate in sharing the grace of salvation of God.

All salvations come from God. Even the power of the cross of Jesus
Christ comes from God. God wants His grace of salvation to be shared
with others through the believers.
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Reading Insight

Having anointed Saul as king of Israel, Samuel delivered his last
sermon as a judge to the people of Israel. He received con—
firmation from the people that he had served his ministry as
a judge without shame. And he rebuked the Israelites of their
disobedience against God and evil deeds and strongly implored
them to serve only their God.

53 Oh, to Be like Thee

1 Samuel 12:16-25 1 Samuel 12

16 Now therefore stand still and see this great thing that the
LORD will do before your eyes.

17 s it not wheat harvest today? I will call upon the LORD,
that he may send thunder and rain. And you shall know and
see that your wickedness is great, which you have done in
the sight of the LORD, in asking for yourselves aking.”

18 So Samuel called upon the LORD, and the LORD sent
thunder and rain that day, and all the people greatly feared
the LORD and Samuel.

19 And all the people said to Samuel, “Pray for your servants
to the LORD your God, that we may not die, for we have
added to all our sins this evil, to ask for ourselves aking.”

20 And Samuel said to the people, “Do not be afraid; you
have done all this evil. Yet do not turn aside from following
the LORD, but serve the LORD with all your heart.

21 And do not turn aside after empty things that cannot profit
or deliver, for they are empty.

22 For the LORD will not forsake his people, for his great
name’s sake, because it has pleased the LORD to make you a
people for himself.

23 Moreover, as for me, far be it from me that I should sin
against the LORD by ceasing to pray for you, and I will in-
struct you in the good and the right way.

24 Only fear the LORD and serve him faithfully with all your
heart. For consider what great things he has done for you.

25 But if you still do wickedly, you shall be swept away, both
you and your king.”

Engaging with Words
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Why did God send thunder and
rain to the Israelites?

(vv. 17-18)
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What are the useless idols that
entice us to turn away from
God?

God Moment
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Having anointed Saul as the king of Israel, Samuel announced to the
people that the time had come for him to retire as a judge. And he re-
minded the people of Israel that asking for a king was a sin. As proof
Samuel said that the LORD would send thunder and rain. Then thunder
and rain poured down from a bright sky, so all the people stood in awe
of the LORD and of Samuel. People said, “We have added to all other
sins the evil of asking for a king” and they repented.

Samuel proclaimed to the Israelites who were trembling with fear,
“Serve the LORD with all your heart. Do not turn away after useless
idols. They can do you no good, nor can they rescue you, because they
are useless.” Samuel reiterated to the Israglites that all other idols ex—
cept the LORD cannot rescue them because they are useless. None—
theless people of the world continue to serve useless idols. The wife of
Abraham’s nephew Lot looked back at Sodom and Gomorrah as it was
falling and turned into a pillar of salt.

Those who believe that God will rescue them will not turn away from
God. They will serve God with all their minds. We need to always ex-
amine where our sights and our zeal are pointed.
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Reading Insight

When Israel was fighting the Philistines, the Israelites were in—
timidated by the mighty military power of the Philistines. As the
soldiers of Israel fled, Saul felt threatened and offered the burnt
offering without waiting for the priest Samuel to arrive. Samuel
rebuked Saul for making the offering because it violated the
rules of God.

&3 Simply Trusting Every Day
1 Samuel 13:5-15 1 Samuel 13

5 And the Philistines mustered to fight with Israel, thirty thousand
chariots and six thousand horsemen and troops like the sand on the
seashore in multitude. They came up and encamped in Michmash,
to the east of Beth-aven.

6 When the men of Israel saw that they were in trouble (for the peo-
ple were hard pressed), the people hid themselves in caves and in
holes and in rocks and in tombs and in cisterns,

7 and some Hebrews crossed the fords of the Jordan to the land of
Gad and Gilead. Saul was still at Gilgal, and all the people followed
him trembling.

8 He waited seven days, the time appointed by Samuel. But Samuel
did not come to Gilgal, and the people were scattering from him.

9 So Saul said, “Bring the burnt offering here to me, and the peace
offerings.” And he offered the burnt offering.

10 As soon as he had finished offering the burnt offering, behold,
Samuel came. And Saul went out to meet him and greet him.

11 Samuel said, “What have you done?”” And Saul said, “When I
saw that the people were scattering from me, and that you did not
come within the days appointed, and that the Philistines had mus-
tered at Michmash,

12 said, “‘Now the Philistines will come down against me at Gilgal,
and [ have not sought the favor of the LORD.” So I forced myself,
and offered the burnt offering.”

13 And Samuel said to Saul, “You have done foolishly. You have
not kept the command of the LORD your God, with which he com-
manded you. For then the LORD would have established your
kingdom over Israel forever.

14 But now your kingdom shall not continue. The LORD has
sought out a man after his own heart, and the LORD has command-
ed him to be prince over his people, because you have not kept what
the LORD commanded you.”

15 And Samuel arose and went up from Gilgal. The rest of the peo-
ple went up after Saul to meet the army; they went up from Gilgal
to Gibeah of Benjamin. And Saul numbered the people who were
present with him, about six hundred men.

Engaging with Words
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Why did the Israelite army
flee? (vv. 5-7)
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What fear do you have? How
does this fear affect your will
to obey the Word of God?

God Moment
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When people panic, they are shaken and lose the ability to discern
right from wrong. Israel had someone to be fearful of and that was the
Philistines. When Jonathan attacked the outpost garrison of Philistine,
it was the beginning of the war against Philistine.

Both sides set up camps to fight. But when the Israelites saw the
mighty military power of Philistine, they lost the will to fight. The Israel-
ites began to hide in fear wherever possible like caves and thickets,
rocks, and in pits and cisterns. Some even fled across the Jordan river.
Those who did not flee trembled with fear. Even King Saul was over-
come with fear. Saul was in a hurry to engage in battle before more
soldiers fled and decided to offer the burnt offering to God without
waiting for Samuel to arrive, although the priest was the only one au—
thorized to offer the burnt offering. This became an irrevocable sin for
Saul.

All people have certain fears. Usually, people have no patience to wait
and want things to be done right away. But people must not allow fear
to dictate their judgment and action. Even in such fear, we must be
able to discern the will of God and the Word of God. God uses these
circumstances as an opportunity to discipline believers to depend on
God and to make us understand who we must fear most is the LORD.
When we fall into fear, we need to depend on God more, and it is a
unigue opportunity to demonstrate that God is the most important ob-
ject of our fear and trust.
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Reading Insight

Saul’s son, Jonathan made a surprise attack deep into the Phi-
listine camp and caused a disturbance. Saul and Israel fought
the Philistines and defeated them. But because of an imprudent
vow of Saul, the soldiers of Israel committed a sin and Jonathan
faced deadly danger.

53 ‘Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus

1 Samuel 14:6-15 1 Samuel 14

6 Jonathan said to the young man who carried his armor,
“Come, let us go over to the garrison of these uncircum-
cised. It may be that the LORD will work for us, for nothing
can hinder the LORD from saving by many or by few.”

7 And his armor-bearer said to him, “Do all that is in your
heart. Do as you wish. Behold, I am with you heart and
soul.”

8 Then Jonathan said, “Behold, we will cross over to the
men, and we will show ourselves to them.

9 If they say to us, ‘Wait until we come to you,’ then we will
stand still in our place, and we will not go up to them.

10 But if they say, ‘Come up to us,” then we will go up, for the
LORD has given them into our hand. And this shall be the
signtous.”

11 So both of them showed themselves to the garrison of
the Philistines. And the Philistines said, “Look, Hebrews
are coming out of the holes where they have hidden them-
selves.”

12 And the men of the garrison hailed Jonathan and his ar-
mor-bearer and said, “Come up to us, and we will show you a
thing.” And Jonathan said to his armor-bearer, “Come up af-
ter me, for the LORD has given them into the hand of Israel.”

13 Then Jonathan climbed up on his hands and feet, and his
armor-bearer after him. And they fell before Jonathan, and
his armor-bearer killed them after him.

14 And that first strike, which Jonathan and his armor-bear-
er made, killed about twenty men within as it were half a fur-
row’s length in an acre of land.

15 And there was a panic in the camp, in the field, and among
all the people. The garrison and even the raiders trembled,
the earth quaked, and it became a very great panic.

Engaging with Words
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To whom does the salvation of
God come? (v. 6)

FLI0| StLiEe| FestAE T
SIS Y0l =334 = o
MRS

When did you boldly obey the
Word of God believing in the
salvation of God?
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Though Saul was fearful because of the size of the Philistine army,
Jonathan, on the other hand, was not afraid. Jonathan knew how
mighty the Philistine army was. Nonetheless he was thinking of attack-
ing the outpost. Jonathan’s boldness stemmed from his belief and un-
derstanding of how great God is.

Jonathan told his young armor-bearer, “The LORD will act on our be—
half. Nothing can hinder the LORD from saving, whether by many or by
few.” Jonathan knew that if the LORD acted on their behalf, the salva-
tion of God would be possible with just Jonathan and his young ar-
mor—bearer. Jonathan's concern was whether God would act on their
behalf or not. If God indeed acted on their behalf, they knew that the
salvation of God would come to them and they could attack the ene—
my’s outpost without fear.

What believers should fear is that God will not act on our behalf. God
acts on behalf of those who serve God. God is in favor of and is
pleased with those who serve God to fulfill His will and will save them.
Before we ask and expect God to act on our behalf, we must be the
ones to serve God with all our minds.
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Reading Insight

Saul achieves victory in the war against the Amalekites. But in
the process, Saul disobeys the Lord’s command to completely
destroy them by sparing the best of the sheep and cattle and
by taking the king of the Amalekites prisoner. Because of this
disobedience, the Lord rejects Saul as king.

&4 Be Thou Faithful unto Death

1 Samuel 15:10-21 1 Samuel 15

10The word of the LORD came to Samuel:

11 “I regret that I have made Saul king, for he has turned back
from following me and has not performed my command-
ments.” And Samuel was angry, and he cried to the LORD all
night.

12 And Samuel rose early to meet Saul in the morning. And it
was told Samuel, “Saul came to Carmel, and behold, he set up
a monument for himself and turned and passed on and went
downto Gilgal.”

13 And Samuel came to Saul, and Saul said to him, “Blessed be
you to the LORD. I have performed the commandment of the
LORD.”

14 And Samuel said, “What then is this bleating of the sheep in
my ears and the lowing of the oxen that [ hear?”’

15 Saul said, “They have brought them from the Amalekites,
for the people spared the best of the sheep and of the oxen to
sacrifice to the LORD your God, and the rest we have devoted
to destruction.”

16 Then Samuel said to Saul, “Stop! I will tell you what the
LORD said to me this night.” And he said to him, “Speak.”

17 And Samuel said, “Though you are little in your own eyes,
are you not the head of the tribes of Israel? The LORD anoint-
ed you king over Israel.

18 And the LORD sent you on a mission and said, ‘Go, devote
to destruction the sinners, the Amalekites, and fight against
them until they are consumed.’

19 Why then did you not obey the voice of the LORD? Why
did you pounce on the spoil and do what was evil in the sight
ofthe LORD?”

20 And Saul said to Samuel, “T have obeyed the voice of the
LORD. I have gone on the mission on which the LORD sent
me. [ have brought Agag the king of Amalek, and  have devot-
ed the Amalekites to destruction.

21 But the people took of the spoil, sheep and oxen, the best
of the things devoted to destruction, to sacrifice to the LORD
your God in Gilgal.”

Engaging with Words
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Why did God regret making

Saul king over Israel? (v. 11)
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How have you obeyed God in
a way that you think pleased
God?
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There are times when people regret their actions. There was a time
that God also regretted God’s own action. It was making Saul king over
Israel.

God'’s regret was because Saul did not obey God and failed to do
what God commanded. God told Saul to completely destroy the Ama-
lekites and all the animals, but Saul spared the best of the sheep and
cattle. Saul’s disobedience angered God and caused Samuel to grieve.
But surprisingly, Saul thought that he had fulfilled God’s command well.
So, when prophet Samuel came to Saul, he said to Samuel, “The Lord
blesses youl | have carried out the Lord’s instructions.” When prophet
Samuel pointed out to Saul his errors, Saul gave an excuse by saying
that he did what he did because he was afraid of the men.

The people of Israel must have been pleased by what Saul did. After
all, they won the war and they brought back the best of their plunder.
Saul also was pleased because he thought that he had successfully
followed God's command. But God was very disappointed with what
Saul did.

The obedience that God desires from us is complete obedience, not
partial obedience. We should obey God until God is satisfied and
pleased rather than when we are satisfied.
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Reading Insight

The Lord regrets making Saul king of Israel because of Saul’'s
disobedience. The Lord sends Samuel to anoint David with oil in
order to make David the new king of Israel. An evil spirit begins
to torment Saul, and Saul calls David to play the lyre for him in
order to seek comfort from his torment.

£3 Saviour, More Than Life to Me

1 Samuel 16:4-13 1 Samuel 16

4 Samuel did what the LORD commanded and came to
Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trem-
bling and said, “Do you come peaceably?”

5 And he said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the
LORD. Consecrate yourselves, and come with me to the
sacrifice.” And he consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited
them to the sacrifice.

6 When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely
the LORD’s anointed is before him.”

7 But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appear-
ance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected
him. For the LORD sees not as man sees: man looks on the
outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.”

8 Then Jesse called Abinadab and made him pass before
Samuel. And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this
one.”

9 Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither
has the LORD chosen this one.”

10 And Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samu-
el. And Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen
these.”

11 Then Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And
he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but behold, he is
keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and get
him, for we will not sit down till he comes here.”

12 And he sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy and
had beautiful eyes and was handsome. And the LORD said,
“Arise, anoint him, for this is he.”

13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the
midst of his brothers. And the Spirit of the LORD rushed up-
on David from that day forward. And Samuel rose up and
went to Ramah.
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In the movie “The Face Reader,” Prince Soo-Yang gathers different
face readers to inquire about his fortune. He asks one of the face read—
ers, “Do | have the face of a king?” Both in the past and the present, a
person’s outer appearance mattered greatly to people. When a person
has a good appearance, it gives the person an advantage in their job
search or social life. For this reason, people who are not happy with the
way they look even have cosmetic surgery. But our God is the God
who looks at the heart of the person rather than the outward appear—
ance. So, when God is pleased with a person, it is not because of the
outward appearance of that person but because of their heart.

When King Saul did not obey God, God decided to make David the
next king. God sent Samuel to Jesse because God had chosen one of
his sons to be king. There, Samuel began to examine Jesse’s sons.
When he saw the first son, Samuel thought that he had the face of a
king. But God told Samuel not to look at his outward appearance be-
cause God looks at the heart of a person.

Although we cannot see the heart of a person, judging a person by
one’s outward appearance is not God’s will for us. While many people
today are often impressed by the outer beauty of a person, we as peo—
ple of faith should place a greater value on the inner beauty of one’s
heart. We should focus on making our inner person more pleasing to
God, remembering that God looks at the heart of a person.
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Reading Insight

A war broke out between Israel and Philistine. The Philistines
had a giant warrior named Goliath who threatened and mocked
the nation of Israel. But David confronts this giant in the name
of God, ultimately bringing down the giant and leading Israel to
victory. Through this victory, David gains fame in the hearts of
the Israelites.

53 My Jesus, | Love Thee

1 Samuel 17:41-51 1 Samuel 17

41 And the Philistine moved forward and came near to David,
with his shield-bearer in front of him.

42 And when the Philistine looked and saw David, he disdained
him, for he was but a youth, ruddy and handsome in appear-
ance.

43 And the Philistine said to David, “Am I a dog, that you come
tome with sticks?”” And the Philistine cursed David by his gods.
44 The Philistine said to David, “Come to me, and I will give
your flesh to the birds of the air and to the beasts of the field.”

45 Then David said to the Philistine, “You come to me with a
sword and with a spear and with a javelin, but I come to you in
the name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel,
whom you have defied.

46 This day the LORD will deliver you into my hand, and I will
strike you down and cut off your head. And I will give the dead
bodies of the host of the Philistines this day to the birds of the air
and to the wild beasts of the earth, that all the earth may know
that there isa God in Israel,

47 and that all this assembly may know that the LORD saves not
with sword and spear. For the battle is the LORD’s, and he will
give you into our hand.”

48 When the Philistine arose and came and drew near to meet
David, David ran quickly toward the battle line to meet the Phi-
listine.

49 And David put his hand in his bag and took out a stone and
slung it and struck the Philistine on his forehead. The stone sank
into his forehead, and he fell on his face to the ground.

50 So David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and with
a stone, and struck the Philistine and killed him. There was no
sword in the hand of David.

51 Then David ran and stood over the Philistine and took his
sword and drew it out of its sheath and killed him and cut off his
head with it. When the Philistines saw that their champion was
dead, they fled.

Engaging with Words
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Who does David say is in
charge of the battle? (v. 47)

P2 oIK| SHLIES| 0|58 B2
0 S 2IX[oh= 42 ARLTIR
When do you call out the name
of the Lord and depend on the
Lord in your life?

God Moment

83



A9 9] 9] 48] Voices From THE Hiut

T4
B
S Ol
o
3
g
o

- TAH

=

Ll 70| Sdot7| Hsh C-I'Alo ':'7"— ':'01°|L|7}|-?
= o -
g What Is Your Weapon?

ML FO O
o2 r e

ol
i
il

2 LIZHS2 A1) LiZE XP77| Siof 20 BHSD 2912 2
LIc. s4%7|o} 212 22iet 2712 78 L2tse 1 271 21 o
LiztS 2 SIaishIS BiLict
SHAOPAS X20| S/ Dist Zalor HT0[RHs 277} UAS
LICH 0] A2}210] SALTH MR XIS 7401 Z2ioto] $I80] 95
EUBLICE 1SS B2(9t0] 0122 SOH ZMALICE Z2iot0] 0jA
2100| A7|i= BHLEHS) 0|28 DRSH=HIE AHST} 0lAIUS 1 &
T QIMELICE 2L CISIS B2I9tS FOIR| ZIZ5HEA XHAI0| 2|
Bl 2712 Sl “Lis 2120 013910 012 2 Yt 285t 0|
Agfel ZTHO) BiLEHO) 01202 U Lo =2t CFS10] X[3Hs 2
7|i= ChI0] E47I SHE0| OFL}, BH| 0{5940| O|Z0IIALIT
A1 2001 SI014 2212t 0182 ILI? Mok S2iot
20| Z25HH| 20l= 2S0] 20| UBLICL 2= Mol B, S
%7|E One Prayer iaq?_lallh IEO”; $_E'|_1T-IOI‘ [ﬂﬁ OIéLll:l’. g}fl?—rf'}'o I.Ll-:%m
85t URILICE BLIES] 0122 227} OXIaHOF B 7HE L2t 27|
QULICk 72/3 SIS L2l 70 02, 0 T2AES FNS
o= sl=a LIk 70122 $20 7|55t RSO = LoF: Of CiSint 200 3t

9| 522 F&otl, otLte2| 0I5 S YRl= &= A FU.

riu ot

Every nation builds military power and equips itself with weapons for
self-defense. Nations that have nuclear weapons rely on these power—
ful weapons and sometimes use them to threaten other nations. Philis—
tine had a weapon that was powerful enough to terrorize other nations.
That weapon was the giant warrior named Goliath. When Israel went to
war against the Philistines, they lost all courage to fight when Goliath
came and stood before them. The Israelites were so afraid of Goliath
that they just cowered in fear even when Goliath ridiculed and mocked
the God of Israel. But David was different. David boldly charged at Go—
liath declaring the ultimate weapon that he had saying, “I come against
you in the name of the Lord Almighty.” The real weapon that David had
was not the sling in his hand but the name of the Almighty God.

What is the powerful name that we have in our life today? In our
world today, there are many things that look as powerful as Goliath
looked to the eyes of the Israelites. There are times when we cower in
fear in the face of authority, wealth, and violence. But when we do,
God is mocked. The name of the Almighty God is the true weapon that

w2(t AIHALS 2l 7|= we need to rely on. God gave us Jesus Christ who is our salvation.
Prayer for Chisiches ScPastors When we pray in the name of Jesus and go forth in faith, we, too, will
s2121m3], SAFMN) experience victory as David did and live a life that will make the name
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oospialms| S2FMN) of our God known in this world.
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Reading Insight

When David is praised by the people after defeating the Philis—
tines, Saul is jealous of David and fears that he will be deprived
of the throne. Saul wants to kill David, but is unsuccessful.
Saul’'s son Jonathan and daughter Michal love David and protect
him.

£ If | Thou but Suffer God to Guide Thee

1 Samuel 18:5-16 1 Samuel 18

5 And David went out and was successful wherever Saul
sent him, so that Saul set him over the men of war. And this
was good in the sight of all the people and also in the sight of
Saul’s servants.

6 As they were coming home, when David returned from
striking down the Philistine, the women came out of all the
cities of Israel, singing and dancing, to meet King Saul, with
tambourines, with songs of joy, and with musical instruments.
7 And the women sang to one another as they celebrated,
“Saul has struck down his thousands, and David his ten
thousands.”

8 And Saul was very angry, and this saying displeased him.
He said, “They have ascribed to David ten thousands, and
to me they have ascribed thousands, and what more can he
have but the kingdom?”

9 And Saul eyed David from that day on.

10 The next day a harmful spirit from God rushed upon Saul,
and he raved within his house while David was playing the
lyre, as he did day by day. Saul had his spear in his hand.

11 And Saul hurled the spear, for he thought, “I will pin Da-
vid to the wall.” But David evaded him twice.

12 Saul was afraid of David because the LORD was with
him but had departed from Saul.

13 So Saul removed him from his presence and made him a
commander of a thousand. And he went out and came in be-
fore the people.

14 And David had success in all his undertakings, for the
LORD was with him.

15 And when Saul saw that he had great success, he stood in
fearful awe of him.

16 But all Israel and Judah loved David, for he went out and
came in before them.

Engaging with Words
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Why was King Saul angry at
the womens' songs? (v. 8)
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Have you ever been jealous of
others in your service to the
Church? If so, why?
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Because of David’s killing of Goliath and leading Israel to victory, the
Israelites praise David more than King Saul. When Saul sees this, he
speaks warily of David. “What more will he gain than the country?”
From then on, Saul was jealous of David and feared that the nation of
Israel would be given to David, so he tried to kill David.

Saul’'s worries and fears came from the illusion that Israel was his
own nation. Saul forgot that it was God who established him as king.
So, Saul disobeyed God’s Word and did what he wanted. He wanted to
be a king recognized by the people, not God.

When | forget the sovereignty of God, | try to create a kingdom that |
dominate. | regard anyone who seems to be a threat to my kingdom as
an enemy. If Saul had lived with the Kingdom of God, David would have
been God’s great help to Saul and would have praised him more than
others for his merits.

Believers are called for the Kingdom of God. He uses them for the
Kingdom of God in many ways. Therefore, Christians should be able to
rejoice in their use for the sake of the Kingdom of God, regardless of
whether God exalts or lowers himself.
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Reading Insight

Saul’s intent to kill David becomes clearer. Saul's son Jonathan
tries to defend David, but Saul does not listen to him and re-
bukes Jonathan’s reasoning. When David defeats the Philistines
experiencing great victories, Saul is jealous and wants to Kkill
David even more. David escapes from Saul with the help of his
wife Michal. He then flees to Samuel.

£3 In One Fraternal Bond of Love

1 Samuel 19:1-12 1 Samuel 19

1 And Saul spoke to Jonathan his son and to all his servants, that
they should kill David. But Jonathan, Saul’s son, delighted much in
David.

2 And Jonathan told David, “Saul my father seeks to kill you.
Therefore be on your guard in the morning. Stay in a secret place
and hide yourself.

3 And I will go out and stand beside my father in the field where you
are, and I will speak to my father about you. And if I learn anything
[willtell you.”

4 And Jonathan spoke well of David to Saul his father and said to him,
“Let not the king sin against his servant David, because he has not
sinned against you, and because his deeds have brought good to you.

5 For he took his life in his hand and he struck down the Philistine,
and the LORD worked a great salvation for all Israel. You saw it,
and rejoiced. Why then will you sin against innocent blood by kill-
ing David without cause?”

6 And Saul listened to the voice of Jonathan. Saul swore, “As the
LORD lives, he shall not be put to death.”

7 And Jonathan called David, and Jonathan reported to him all
these things. And Jonathan brought David to Saul, and he was in his
presence as before.

8 And there was war again. And David went out and fought with the
Philistines and struck them with a great blow, so that they fled be-
fore him.

9 Then a harmful spirit from the LORD came upon Saul, as he sat in
his house with his spear in his hand. And David was playing the lyre.
10 And Saul sought to pin David to the wall with the spear, but he
eluded Saul, so that he struck the spear into the wall. And David
fled and escaped that night.

11 Saul sent messengers to David’s house to watch him, that he
might kill him in the morning. But Michal, David’s wife, told him,
“If you do not escape with your life tonight, tomorrow you will be
killed.”

1250 Michal let David down through the window, and he fled away
and escaped.

Engaging with Words
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Who tried to save David from
Saul’s hand? (vwv. 6, 12)
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Who is an ally of faith that God
has granted you?
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During wars, allies are often mistakenly identified as enemies, at-
tacked and experience casualties. 21% of the casualties in World War
II, 39% in Vietnam and 52% in the Gulf War were casualties from allied
attacks (John Krakauer, Where Men Win Glory). This is called a “team
kill,” where a wrong allied bullet can be more lethal than an enemy at-
tack.

David won many wars and the people together rejoiced in David’s
merits. King Saul’'s son Jonathan, and his daughter, Michal, also loved
David and protected him. However, as David's fame grew, Saul became
anxious and wanted to kill David even more. When Saul was captured
by an evil spirit, he threw a spear to kill David. Evil spirits confuse allies
and enemies. So, they fight allies who need to cooperate with each
other and make them ruin each other.

Sometimes in the life of faith, there is an aspect of team killing. God
has bound them together on the same side, but they attack their ally
because they think they are not in the hands of their own interests and
inclinations. Dividing one another is what evil spirits do.

The Holy Spirit reconciles people and allows them to care for and
keep one another alive. In times of deepening division, Christians will
have to live a united life by faith, seeking the help of the Holy Spirit.
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Reading Insight

Knowing that Saul’s intention to kill David was certain and irre~
versible, Jonathan informs David of this and takes refuge. Jon-
athan asks that when David ascends to the throne, he will treat
not only himself but the people of his house with mercy.

53 My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less

1 Samuel 20:12-17 1 Samuel 20

12 And Jonathan said to David, “The LORD, the God of Is-
rael, be witness! When I have sounded out my father, about
this time tomorrow, or the third day, behold, if he is well dis-
posed toward David, shall I not then send and disclose it to
you?

13 But should it please my father to do you harm, the LORD
do so to Jonathan and more also if I do not disclose it to
you and send you away, that you may go in safety. May the
LORD be with you, as he has been with my father.

14 If T am still alive, show me the steadfast love of the
LORD, that I may not die;

15 and do not cut off your steadfast love from my house for-
ever, when the LORD cuts off every one of the enemies of
David from the face of the earth.”

16 And Jonathan made a covenant with the house of David,
saying, “May the LORD take vengeance on David’s ene-
mies.”

17 And Jonathan made David swear again by his love for
him, for he loved him as he loved his own soul.

Engaging with Words
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How did David love Jonathan?
(v. 17)
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To whom are you becoming a
Jonathan-like friend?
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Today, people live in relationships with millions of people, both online
and offline. Ironically, in spite of being in the midst of many, people still
feel isolated. That’s why people complain that they wish they had a
true friend.

David and Jonathan were comforting and supportive of each other. In
fact, the two were difficult to be friends with. Nevertheless, Jonathan,
the prince, loved David very much, and David loved Jonathan as he
loved his life. The relationship between the two was more than just a
human friendship. It was a God-centered relationship. Jonathan helped
David even as he rebelled against the commands of his father, Saul,
because he saw God was with David and working through him. Jona-
than wanted to be on God’s side, so he could be with David. Jonathan
defended David and was a shield when David was treated with resent-
ment by his father. God’s comfort and protection for David flowed
through Jonathan.

It is a blessing to be God’s comfort and protection to someone. In an
age where we regret not having true friends, why not be a good friend,
like Jonathan, through whom God'’s will flows?



L= AL
I-I EEO'I, O:"‘I‘ I:IJ_'-l' I-7}'“ LAz
Journaling with Jesus OIS MZIHEL TR
22| A Thanks Note AT FrstPrayer
24t Reading & QT

} 22 One Word

EE=7 |5 One Prayer

*otLlE ] 0K, Y419] 02 God's heart & your heart

M2 2l8ll For Walking with Jesus

* 22 O 70|, H2| Taking it deeper, further

facebook @7/5 9502

512 S0 U5S T 0 SHHs
0123} 421, ML, ZEIS AJZiol TOjER) ¢/
AHEX| 7IZBHIAIS.

Today’s Mission Cleared Sticker |




22

e
=93}
AAEY
= O
AN
The Flight of David

and the Death
of the Priests

[ EVJ L=l Opening Prayer

T LN,
9| 50| EALoIC}.
Lord, Speak.

Your Servant is Listening

LS TRTEE

Doing & Being for Today

102

5]
LIS A28 Iol o 502 TUSI0] MAME Ofs|alg ot
HLICEL CHI0| AF2 2R Z22 Zol1l /a2 €| 256t= 015|
A2 i3IS EALICE S0) OF5IA0] T3S £2 2 W
AME2 OIS E8Th= O|RE Ofo|Hal MAFELE 1 =50 7ot
= 2E MAHEE FYLULCL

J3 M357E(E397%) &= L= At 2ojLt

sy=2 ss=E

AR YA 21:10-22:5 APRAAF 21-22%

101 o] th5io] A2 Feielste] dofit mstel 7t
£ Gop]aofAz 7h]

110p7]229] Als}Eo] of7| 20 A Lt o] 1 ] 9
th$io] ofuo]7} Fej7t &3 o Aol A2 wefst
of o2 5] A}-go] %l A o] & HIL Fheto] =et
8] opJatgiLtol 7t akAlet

26} glo] o] 2 71.9] mh & o] £ 7k 9 obr] A2 413
Feiglato]

1315 oA 19] 852 Wisto] 0] Al 2o
A7 22 o] Gy

10}7|227} 219] AlstolA o] 28] WS|iE BV o] A}
%ol n|x|gol 2} olste] 15 A = ekt
15U H|X]3o)} REsIA] U3t o] 42 HEch}
o) QrollA] 130 312 S Sh-k o] A7k ol v o] &
ol QL k st

17802 thglo] 1L 2L Wit ol 5 22 w1
o] Aot ohx|o] & o] £ e e b 1ol
o|Z§{1l

290 8 BE %19} 9K BE A0} vhLo] A58 A7}
o 2012 BRI 1 159] $-Foje]7) Hlgker] 1
o} a7 9 A7k A Fhegolglelet

3ckSto] A7 e usu|= 7hA 29k ol o] 2 5t
Uido] L2 9iste] of A 34X Uzt 271k U
27k GAETHPA 9 3P| Fsttolrt sk
4222 QlE5}o] 9} ) ol LolztE] T5-2 thSlo]
2400 2 E3tol 2 S et

s 4177 o] EFSiolA o] 25 Ui o] 2.41e] 9K 2
Uhghg0 2 So]7ket e glo] wut o]l 4 Fo o] 2Lt



Reading Insight

David hurriedly flees from Saul to Nob to meet the priest
Ahimelek. Ahimelek, unaware that David is being cast out by
Saul, helps David. Saul, who later learns that Ahimelek helped
David, kills the priest Ahimelek and all the priests who dwell in
the city for helping David.

53 Encamped Along the Hills of Light

1 Samuel 21:10-22:5 1 Samuel 21-22

10 And David rose and fled that day from Saul and went to
Achish the king of Gath.

11 And the servants of Achish said to him, “Is not this David
the king of the land? Did they not sing to one another of him
in dances, ‘Saul has struck down his thousands, and David
his ten thousands’?”

12 And David took these words to heart and was much afraid
of Achish the king of Gath.

13 So he changed his behavior before them and pretended to
be insane in their hands and made marks on the doors of the
gate and let his spittle run down his beard.

14 Then Achish said to his servants, “Behold, you see the
man is mad. Why then have you brought him to me?

15 Do I lack madmen, that you have brought this fellow to
behave as a madman in my presence? Shall this fellow come
into my house?”

1 David departed from there and escaped to the cave of
Adullam. And when his brothers and all his father’s house
heard it, they went down there to him.

2 And everyone who was in distress, and everyone who was
in debt, and everyone who was bitter in soul, gathered to
him. And he became captain over them. And there were with
him about four hundred men.

3 And David went from there to Mizpeh of Moab. And he
said to the king of Moab, “Please let my father and my moth-
er stay with you, till | know what God will do for me.”

4 And he left them with the king of Moab, and they stayed
with him all the time that David was in the stronghold.

5 Then the prophet Gad said to David, “Do not remain in the
stronghold; depart, and go into the land of Judah.” So David
departed and went into the forest of Hereth.

Engaging with Words
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What did David who escaped
to Achish, the king of the Gath,
do in order to live there? (v. 13)
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David was anointed as the king of Israel, but his life was a struggle.
He was chased by Saul, the current king. He may have been resentful
because although innocent, he still had to flee. He may have been un-
easy about the reality that Saul might capture and kill him. David is on
the run and flees to the cave of Adullam.

But David wasn't the only one who was being wronged and living a
life on the run. When David fled to the cave of Adullam, the people
gathered with David. Not only David’s family, but all who were dis-
tressed, all who were in debt, and all those who were bitter in their
hearts were gathered with him. There were about four hundred people
who gathered in this way.

God did not send David a powerful man to overcome his difficulty.
God sent those in the same condition as David so that they could re-
ceive David's comfort and protection. Before God raised David up to be
the king of Israel, God gave people in distress and experiencing diffi—
culties to David to care about them and to serve them.

People turn away from people who live alienated from society, but
God cares about them. David’s heart, like God’s, wants to serve and
care for them and be a foundation on which they can stand.
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Reading Insight

Even though David is being chased by Saul, when the city of
Keilah is plundered by the Philistines, he fights to save the peo-
ple of Keilah. When Saul locates and pursues David, David and
his companions leave Keilah and flee to another area, where
Saul continues to pursue him.

J3 Simply Trusting Every Day
1 Samuel 23:18-29 1 Samuel 23

18 And the two of them made a covenant before the LORD.
David remained at Horesh, and Jonathan went home.

19 Then the Ziphites went up to Saul at Gibeah, saying, “Is
not David hiding among us in the strongholds at Horesh, on
the hill of Hachilah, which is south of Jeshimon

20 Now come down, O king, according to all your heart’s de-
sire to come down, and our part shall be to surrender him in-
to the king’s hand.”

21 And Saul said, “May you be blessed by the LORD, for
you have had compassion on me

22 Go, make yet more sure. Know and see the place where
his foot is, and who has seen him there, for it is told me that
heis very cunning.

23 See therefore and take note of all the lurking places where
he hides, and come back to me with sure information. Then
I will go with you. And if he is in the land, I will search him
out among all the thousands of Judah.”

24 And they arose and went to Ziph ahead of Saul. Now Da-
vid and his men were in the wilderness of Maon, in the Ara-
bah to the south of Jeshimon.

25 And Saul and his men went to seek him. And David was
told, so he went down to the rock and lived in the wilderness
of Maon. And when Saul heard that, he pursued after David
inthe wilderness of Maon.

26 Saul went on one side of the mountain, and David and his
men on the other side of the mountain. And David was hur-
rying to get away from Saul. As Saul and his men were clos-
ing in on David and his men to capture them,

27 a messenger came to Saul, saying, “Hurry and come, for
the Philistines have made a raid against the land.”

28 So Saul returned from pursuing after David and went
against the Philistines. Therefore that place was called the
Rock of Escape.

29 And David went up from there and lived in the strong-
holds of Engedi.

Engaging with Words
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Whom does Jonathan ask Da—

vid to rely on in strength?
(v. 16)
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When has it been difficult for
you to rely on God?
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When we see others in difficult situations, we sometimes do not
know the words of encouragement and comfort that they deserve.
There seem to be no words to encourage and comfort David in his cur—
rent situation.

David tried to escape from Saul, but it was impossible to hide with a
group of six hundred men. When the Israelites found David, they noti-
fied Saul, who pursued David every day. When David learned of Saul’s
pursuit, he was in the wilderness of Ziph. Then Jonathan comes to Da-
vid and his words help David rely on God with confidence. Jonathan
said to David, “Do not be afraid. My father’s hand will not reach you,
You will be king over Israel, and | will be second to you.”

There are times when we need to rely on God with strength. Like
David, there are times when our desire to rely on God weakens when
difficult circumstances persist. At such times, we try to seek worldly
ways that seem more certain than God’s. But Jonathan goes to David
and confirms God's promise that David will be king over Israel. When
tribulation is prolonged, it is not easy to endure and it is easy to lose
hope. At such times, it is time to trust in God’s Word of promise and
rely on God with strength.
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Reading Insight

When King Saul heard that David was hiding in En Gedi, he
came to En Gedi with his chosen 3000 men. When King Saul
went to the cave to relieve himself, it happened to be the same
cave where David and his men were hiding. David could have
killed King Saul easily, but he let King Saul live and confirmed
that David had no intention to kill Saul.

§d How | Praise Thee, Precious Savior

1 Samuel 24:1-12 1 Samuel 24

1 When Saul returned from following the Philistines, he was told,
“Behold, David is in the wilderness of Engedi.”

2 Then Saul took three thousand chosen men out of all Israel and
went to seek David and his men in front of the Wildgoats’ Rocks.

3 And he came to the sheepfolds by the way, where there was a
cave, and Saul went in to relieve himself. Now David and his men
were sitting in the innermost parts of the cave.

4 And the men of David said to him, “Here is the day of which
the LORD said to you, ‘Behold, I will give your enemy into your
hand, and you shall do to him as it shall seem good to you.”” Then
David arose and stealthily cut off a corner of Saul’s robe.

5 And afterward David’s heart struck him, because he had cut offa
corner of Saul’s robe.

6 He said to his men, “The LORD forbid that I should do this thing
to my lord, the LORD’s anointed, to put out my hand against him,
seeing he is the LORD’s anointed.”

7 So David persuaded his men with these words and did not per-
mit them to attack Saul. And Saul rose up and left the cave and
went on his way.

8 Afterward David also arose and went out of the cave, and called
after Saul, “My lord the king!” And when Saul looked behind
him, David bowed with his face to the earth and paid homage.

9 And David said to Saul, “Why do you listen to the words of men
who say, ‘Behold, David seeks your harm’?

10 Behold, this day your eyes have seen how the LORD gave you
today into my hand in the cave. And some told me to kill you, but I
spared you. I said, ‘I will not put out my hand against my lord, for
he is the LORD’s anointed.’

11 See, my father, see the corner of your robe in my hand. For by
the fact that I cut off the corner of your robe and did not kill you,
you may know and see that there is no wrong or treason in my
hands. I have not sinned against you, though you hunt my life to
takeit.

12 May the LORD judge between me and you, may the LORD
avenge me against you, but my hand shall not be against you.

Engaging with Words

MM A
LS £0=2

ARE ALO|2] RIS THEHSIALE 2
2 FF018L7R (12F)
Who is the one who judges

behaviors among human be-
ings? (v. 12)
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Who do you respect and revere
as the ones who are anointed
by God?
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If you encounter an enemy, it is so natural to eliminate them. For David,
the enemy was King Saul. King Saul tried to kill David even though David
did not wrong Saul or anyone else. However, David did not regard Saul as
an enemy and did not harm him. Saul chased after David and came to the
very cave where David was hiding. Even when David was cutting a piece
from Saul’s cloak, Saul did not notice. David could have killed King Saul
easily, but he did not. David’s conscience was even stricken by the fact
that he cut a piece of Saul’s cloak. The reason why was because King
Saul was the one anointed by God. God set apart Saul as a holy one. Da—
vid did not directly harm King Saul who was the anointed one from God
but left all matters in God's hands.

However, Saul's attitude toward God’s anointed one was very different
from David’s. Saul ordered the killing of the priest Ahimelek and 85 other
priests of Nob who were accused of giving bread and swords to David
and his men. All these priests were anointed by God, but Saul did not feel
any guilt when killing them. David did not kill King Saul with his own hands
but left the judgment to God. However, King Saul thought he could take
revenge and assumed that he could play God. Even though we might
have power like King Saul to punish and judge others, we are called to
leave the matter of discerning judgment and punishment regarding what
is wrong and evil. Let us never forget that we will all be judged by God,
and no one is excused.
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Reading Insight

David was on the run and stayed in Carmel. He protected and
took care of Nabal’s shepherds and sheep. David sent his men
to request food from Nabal for the exchange of taking care of
his sheep and shepherds. However, Nabal refused and offended
David. David now planned to kill Nabal, his men, and his whole
household. But Nabal’s wife responded to David wisely and Da—
vid did not seek revenge against Nabal.

53 All for Jesus

1 Samuel 25:23-35 1 Samuel 25

23 When Abigail saw David, she hurried and got down from the donkey
and fell before David on her face and bowed to the ground.

24 She fell at his feet and said, “On me alone, my lord, be the guilt.
Please let your servant speak in your ears, and hear the words of your
servant.

25 Let not my lord regard this worthless fellow, Nabal, for as his name
is, so is he. Nabal is his name, and folly is with him. But I your servant
did not see the young men of my lord, whom you sent.

26 Now then, my lord, as the LORD lives, and as your soul lives, be-
cause the LORD has restrained you from bloodguilt and from saving
with your own hand, now then let your enemies and those who seek to
do evil to my lord be as Nabal.

27 And now let this present that your servant has brought to my lord be
given to the young men who follow my lord.

28 Please forgive the trespass of your servant. For the LORD will cer-
tainly make my lord a sure house, because my lord is fighting the bat-
tles of the LORD, and evil shall not be found in you so long as you live.
29 [f men rise up to pursue you and to seek your life, the life of my lord
shall be bound in the bundle of the living in the care of the LORD your
God. And the lives of your enemies he shall sling out as from the hol-
low ofasling.

30 And when the LORD has done to my lord according to all the good
that he has spoken concerning you and has appointed you prince over
Israel,

31 my lord shall have no cause of grief or pangs of conscience for hav-
ing shed blood without cause or for my lord taking vengeance himself.
And when the LORD has dealt well with my lord, then remember your
servant.”

32 And David said to Abigail, “Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel,
who sent you this day to meet me!

33 Blessed be your discretion, and blessed be you, who have kept me
this day from bloodguilt and from avenging myself with my own hand!
34 For as surely as the LORD, the God of Israel, lives, who has re-
strained me from hurting you, unless you had hurried and come to meet
me, truly by morning there had not been left to Nabal so much as one
male.”

35Then David received from her hand what she had brought him. And
he said to her, “Go up in peace to your house. See, I have obeyed your
voice, and [ have granted your petition.”
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There are unwise people who mislead, ridicule, and provoke others to
get upset and sin. Nabal offended David who got upset and sinned (v.
14). David protected Nabal's shepherds and sheep. Not only did Nabal
not return the favors but treated David and his men as mere fugitives.
David was very angry at Nabal’s attitude and planned to kill all males in
Nabal's household.

Nabal's wife, Abigail heard this news and journeyed to meet David
and his men with plenty of food for them. Abigail begged David not to
kill her husband Nabal who was ungodly and unwise. She reasoned
that it would be needless bloodshed which would stain David’s fame.
David complimented Abigail who stopped the unnecessary blood—
shedding and revenge. David also praised God who sent Abigail to
make peace between David and her family.

Abigail was sent by God to comfort David who was angry and was
about to sin by killing many people to avenge Nabal's arrogant attitude.
Christians are called to be peacemakers in every situation. Nowadays,
people get upset over small things and often attack each other over in—
significant matters. As a result, people sin against God with anger, vio—
lence, hatred, murder, etc. Christians are called to act like Abigail to calm
those who are angry, upset, and can not control their emotion. Let us re—
member that we are called to become mediators among people who are
about to sin against God and others by their own uncontrollable anger.
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Reading Insight

David was continually chased by King Saul. When King Saul’s
soldiers made their camp beside the road on the hill of Hakilah,
David entered the camp but did not kill Saul. Instead, he brought
out Saul's spear and water jug which were located near Saul's
head while Saul was sleeping. David confirmed again that he
had no intention to kill Saul through this episode.

53 Love Your God with Your Heart and Your True Mind

1 Samuel 26:1-12 1 Samuel 26

1Then the Ziphites came to Saul at Gibeah, saying, “Is not Da-
vid hiding himself on the hill of Hachilah, which is on the east
of Jeshimon?”

2 So Saul arose and went down to the wilderness of Ziph with
three thousand chosen men of Israel to seek David in the wil-
derness of Ziph.

3 And Saul encamped on the hill of Hachilah, which is beside the
road on the east of Jeshimon. But David remained in the wilder-
ness. When he saw that Saul came after him into the wilderness,
4David sent out spies and learned that Saul had come.

5 Then David rose and came to the place where Saul had en-
camped. And David saw the place where Saul lay, with Abner
the son of Ner, the commander of his army. Saul was lying with-
in the encampment, while the army was encamped around him.
6 Then David said to Ahimelech the Hittite, and to Joab’s brother
Abishai the son of Zeruiah, “Who will go down with me into the
camp to Saul?” And Abishai said, “I will go down with you.”
7So David and Abishai went to the army by night. And there lay
Saul sleeping within the encampment, with his spear stuck in
the ground at his head, and Abner and the army lay around him.
8 Then said Abishai to David, “God has given your enemy into
your hand this day. Now please let me pin him to the earth with
one stroke of the spear, and I will not strike him twice.”

2 But David said to Abishai, “Do not destroy him, for who can
put out his hand against the LORD’s anointed and be guiltless?”
10 And David said, “As the LORD lives, the LORD will strike
him, or his day will come to die, or he will go down into battle
and perish.

11 The LORD forbid that I should put out my hand against the
LORD’s anointed. But take now the spear that is at his head and
the jar of water, and letus go.”

12 So David took the spear and the jar of water from Saul’s
head, and they went away. No man saw it or knew it, nor did any
awake, for they were all asleep, because a deep sleep from the
LORD had fallen upon them.
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Who helped David and Abishai
not be noticed by Saul and his
men when they entered Saul's
camp? (v. 12)
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Have you ever prayed for
someone who gave you a hard
time, so that the person would
realize and repent their faults
and wrongs?
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It is not easy to embrace someone who treats me as an enemy. Da—
vid was chased by Saul who tried to kill David, but he never lost rever—
ence and care for King Saul. God gave David the perfect chance to get
rid of Saul in the cave in 1 Samuel 24. However, David chose to remain
a fugitive instead of killing King Saul.

Now God gave David another chance to kill King Saul. David sneaked
into King Saul’s camp where he settled with his 3,000 chosen soldiers.
When David approached King Saul, he only took Saul’s spear and water
jug which were near sleeping Saul. When David left Saul's camp, he
spoke confirming that he had no intention to kill King Saul. David asked
Saul to discern whether his intention to kill David was human will or
God'’s will.

David took a deadly risk to enter Saul’s camp, not in order to kill Saul
nor to prove that David was innocent. David still had reverence and care
for King Saul who treated David as an enemy. Instead, David wanted
King Saul to repent and turn his way around to restore their relationship
and himself.

Jesus required His disciples to have a similar care and reverence. Je—
sus commanded us not to be hostile to the weak. He also commanded
that we must love our enemies as well. Jesus displayed His love and
care for even His enemies on the cross.
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Reading Insight

When David was constantly chased by King Saul, he escaped to
Gath, an area in the land of Philistine. The king of Gath, Achish
allowed David and his men to live in Ziglag, a village on his land.
While David stayed in Ziglag for 1 year and 4 months, he and
his men went up and raided the Geshurites, the Girzites and the
Amalekites.

53 Tothe Hills | Lift Mine Eyes

1 Samuel 27:1-12 1 Samuel 27:1-28:2

1 Then David said in his heart, “Now I shall perish one day by the
hand of Saul. There is nothing better for me than that I should es-
cape to the land of the Philistines. Then Saul will despair of seeking
me any longer within the borders of Israel, and I shall escape out of
his hand.”

2 So David arose and went over, he and the six hundred men who
were with him, to Achish the son of Maoch, king of Gath.

3 And David lived with Achish at Gath, he and his men, every man
with his household, and David with his two wives, Ahinoam of Jez-
reel, and Abigail of Carmel, Nabal’s widow.

4 And when it was told Saul that David had fled to Gath, he no lon-
ger sought him.

5Then David said to Achish, “If T have found favor in your eyes, let
a place be given me in one of the country towns, that I may dwell
there. For why should your servant dwell in the royal city with
you?”

6 So that day Achish gave him Ziklag. Therefore Ziklag has be-
longed to the kings of Judah to this day.

7 And the number of the days that David lived in the country of the
Philistines was a year and four months.

8 Now David and his men went up and made raids against the Ge-
shurites, the Girzites, and the Amalekites, for these were the inhab-
itants of the land from of old, as far as Shur, to the land of Egypt.

9 And David would strike the land and would leave neither man nor
woman alive, but would take away the sheep, the oxen, the don-
keys, the camels, and the garments, and come back to Achish.

10 When Achish asked, “Where have you made a raid today?”
David would say, “Against the Negeb of Judah,” or, “Against
the Negeb of the Jerahmeelites,” or, “Against the Negeb of the
Kenites.”

11 And David would leave neither man nor woman alive to bring
news to Gath, thinking, “lest they should tell about us and say, ‘So
David has done.’” Such was his custom all the while he lived in the
country of the Philistines.

12 And Achish trusted David, thinking, “He has made himself an
utter stench to his people Israel; therefore he shall always be my
servant.”
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God anointed David to be king of Israel. However, David and his men
could not stay in the land of Israel any longer. There were spies every—
where in Israel who would have told King Saul where David was, and
King Saul chased after David constantly. David was anxious and uneasy
about the possibility of being caught by King Saul. Therefore, he, his 600
soldiers, and their families escaped to the land of Gath where King Ach—
ish reigned.

King Achish assumed that David and his men would stay under his rule
and welcomed them since he knew that David and his men were being
chased by King Saul. Achish gave the village of Ziglag. David decided to
escape into Philistine land in order to get away from the hands of King
Saul. King Saul then heard that David escaped to Philistine, and he
stopped chasing after David.

Now David was out of the hands of King Saul, but he and his men were
under the reign of Achish, the king of Gath. David must have gained trust
from Achish. So, David and his men raided the tribes of Canaan, but he
reported the wrong information to Achish that he attacked the land of
Judah.

[t seemed like David was in the hands of King Achish of Gath. Howev-
er, the hands who held David were neither King Achish nor Saul, but
God's hands. God protected and guided David wherever he went with
His mighty hands.
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Reading Insight

The Philistine armies assembled and set up their camp at Shunem
to fight the Israelites. When Saul saw this, he was inquiring of God’s
will through prophets, Urim and dreams, but there was no answer.
Then Saul looked for a female medium who could call the spirit of
deceased Samuel. Through the medium, the spirit of Samuel told
Saul that he and his sons would die in battle the very next day. Da-
vid and his men were not able to participate in the battle between
the Philistines and the Israelites at that time since they were sus-
pected by the Philistines.

£ My One Wish, Lord, Is This Alone

1 Samuel 29:1-11 1 Samuel 28:3-29

1 Now the Philistines had gathered all their forces at Aphek. And
the Israelites were encamped by the spring thatis in Jezreel.

2 As the lords of the Philistines were passing on by hundreds and by
thousands, and David and his men were passing on in the rear with
Achish,

3 the commanders of the Philistines said, “What are these Hebrews
doing here?”” And Achish said to the commanders of the Philistines,
“Is this not David, the servant of Saul, king of Israel, who has been
with me now for days and years, and since he deserted to me  have
found no fault in him to this day.”

4 But the commanders of the Philistines were angry with him. And
the commanders of the Philistines said to him, “Send the man back,
that he may return to the place to which you have assigned him. He
shall not go down with us to battle, lest in the battle he become an
adversary to us. For how could this fellow reconcile himself to his
lord? Would it not be with the heads of the men here?

5 Is not this David, of whom they sing to one another in dances, ‘Saul
has struck down his thousands, and David his ten thousands’?”’

6 Then Achish called David and said to him, “As the LORD lives,
you have been honest, and to me it seems right that you should
march out and in with me in the campaign. For I have found noth-
ing wrong in you from the day of your coming to me to this day.
Nevertheless, the lords do not approve of you.

7So go back now; and go peaceably, that you may not displease the
lords of the Philistines.”

8 And David said to Achish, “But what have I done? What have you
found in your servant from the day I entered your service until now,
that I may not go and fight against the enemies of my lord the king?”’

9 And Achish answered David and said, “I know that you are as
blameless in my sight as an angel of God. Nevertheless, the com-
manders of the Philistines have said, ‘He shall not go up with us to
the battle.’

10 Now then rise early in the morning with the servants of your lord
who came with you, and start early in the morning, and depart as
soon as you have light.”

11 So David set out with his men early in the morning to return to
the land of the Philistines. But the Philistines went up to Jezreel.
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When the Philistines were assembled with other tribes for the battle with
the Israelites, King Achish of Gath included David with the Philistine army
since Achish trusted David. Now David who was anointed to become the
king of Israel would fight against his own people, the Israelites. However,
there were people who recognized who David was. They were against the
idea of having David in the battle against his own people. They sent David
back to King Achish and reported that this was the same person who killed
the Philistine’s favorite warrior, Goliath and eventually defeated the whole
Philistine army. They reported to King Achish that David might have been
sent by Saul to attack the Philistines in both ways and David was a danger-
ous person to include in the battle.

We are not sure of David’s intent, but the Philistines recognized who Da-
vid was. They had experienced that David was the young person who
solely relied on God and bravely threw the sling shot to Goliath. They also
suspected that David would never completely adopt Philistine even though
he and his men now were exiles under King Achish. They knew in their gut
that David would never betray the Israelites and he would never become a
Philistine. David was recognized by his enemies as a man of God.

Being recognized as a “Godly person who belongs to God” by others is a
wonderful thing. It would be shameful if someone says that you do not look
like a godly person. We must reflect and determine whether we can be
recognized as people of God by others.
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Reading Insight

Amalek takes control of Ziklag while David and his friends are
away from the city. The Amalekites were pursued by David and
his allies, who brought their captured wives, kids, and looted
goods back with them. David presents the elders of Judah with
the looted goods from Amalek.

£3 Saviour, More Than Life to Me

1 Samuel 30:1-10 1 Samuel 30

1 Now when David and his men came to Ziklag on the third
day, the Amalekites had made a raid against the Negeb and
against Ziklag. They had overcome Ziklag and burned it
with fire

2 and taken captive the women and all who were in it, both
small and great. They killed no one, but carried them off and
went their way.

3 And when David and his men came to the city, they found it
burned with fire, and their wives and sons and daughters tak-
en captive.

4Then David and the people who were with him raised their
voices and wept until they had no more strength to weep.

5 David’s two wives also had been taken captive, Ahinoam
of Jezreel and Abigail the widow of Nabal of Carmel.

6 And David was greatly distressed, for the people spoke of
stoning him, because all the people were bitter in soul, each
for his sons and daughters. But David strengthened himself
inthe LORD his God.

7 And David said to Abiathar the priest, the son of Ahimel-
ech, “Bring me the ephod.” So Abiathar brought the ephod
to David.

8 And David inquired of the LORD, “Shall I pursue after this
band? Shall I overtake them?”” He answered him, “Pursue,
for you shall surely overtake and shall surely rescue.”

9 So David set out, and the six hundred men who were with
him, and they came to the brook Besor, where those who
were left behind stayed.

10 But David pursued, he and four hundred men. Two hun-
dred stayed behind, who were too exhausted to cross the
brook Besor.
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When one experiences deep sorrow, different people respond in dif-
ferent ways. While David and his friends were away from Ziklag, the
Amalekites entered and stole their wives, children, and possessions,
causing them great sorrow as well. When David and the crowd saw
this predicament, they cried until they were worn out and unable to cry
any longer.

David’s party accuses him of causing this tragedy and demands that
he be stoned. David had defended and led them, but they rejected him.
David is frequently hurt when he sees the people he loved and spent
time with would betray him.

David then fixes his gaze on God rather than on people. And in that
desperate moment, he confessed that he took courage in strength to
Jehovah. David’s strength and courage may have come from the 600
men who were by his side at the time. However, David found his cour—
age at that precise moment when he realized that only God was his
true strength.

People encounter and rely on others in life who give them courage
and strength. But occasionally, these people become demoralized and
harm themselves. Fundamentally, God must be the source of our forti—
tude and strength. If we become disheartened and disappointed, we
should consider from whom we are drawing strength and courage.
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Reading Insight

Israel is soundly defeated by the Philistines when they attack,
and Saul and his sons are killed on Mount Gilboa. When the
Philistines learned of Saul’s passing, they nailed his body to the
wall of Beth—shan.

53 O Lord, All My Life and Dedication

1 Samuel 31:1-13 1 Samuel 31

1 Now the Philistines fought against Israel, and the men of
Israel fled before the Philistines and fell slain on Mount Gil-
boa.

2 And the Philistines overtook Saul and his sons, and the
Philistines struck down Jonathan and Abinadab and Mal-
chi-shua, the sons of Saul.

3 The battle pressed hard against Saul, and the archers found
him, and he was badly wounded by the archers.

4Then Saul said to his armor-bearer, “Draw your sword, and
thrust me through with it, lest these uncircumcised come and
thrust me through, and mistreat me.” But his armor-bear-
er would not, for he feared greatly. Therefore Saul took his
own sword and fell uponit.

5 And when his armor-bearer saw that Saul was dead, he also
fell upon his sword and died with him.

6 Thus Saul died, and his three sons, and his armor-bearer,
and all his men, on the same day together.

7 And when the men of Israel who were on the other side of
the valley and those beyond the Jordan saw that the men of
Israel had fled and that Saul and his sons were dead, they
abandoned their cities and fled. And the Philistines came and
lived in them.

8 The next day, when the Philistines came to strip the slain,
they found Saul and his three sons fallen on Mount Gilboa.

9 So they cut off his head and stripped off his armor and sent
messengers throughout the land of the Philistines, to carry
the good news to the house of their idols and to the people.

10 They put his armor in the temple of Ashtaroth, and they
fastened his body to the wall of Beth-shan.

11 But when the inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead heard what the
Philistines had done to Saul,

12 all the valiant men arose and went all night and took the
body of Saul and the bodies of his sons from the wall of
Beth-shan, and they came to Jabesh and burned them there.
13 And they took their bones and buried them under the tam-
arisk tree in Jabesh and fasted seven days.

Engaging with Words
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Why did King Saul ask the
bearer of the weapon to kill
him? (v. 4)
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When was the last time you
humbled yourself to exalt God?

God Moment
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Being shamed and insulted by others is difficult to endure. Saul was
also afraid of this. He was fighting the Philistines on Mount Gilboa when
he was struck by enemy’s arrows, seriously hurting him. Previously,
Saul had a high regard for his honor. He asked Samuel to exalt himself
before the elders of Israel and Israel so that he could return with him
and worship God after hearing Samuel say that God had abandoned
him. (15:30) Saul felt humiliated by his appearance to others.

However, Saul was unaware that it was because of him that God was
being derided. When Saul disobeyed the command of the God who
had appointed him king, God was insulted. God had to endure his
shame as the god of Israel when the Philistines mocked the dead Saul
and hung him on the wall. God defeated Israel by the Philistines and
embarrassed Himself in order to punish Saul and Israel for their trans—
gressions.

God ought to be proud of his people. God will be pleased with a man
who can live out His will to the point where he is ashamed of himself in
order to exalt God.
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Small

Group
Study

Peninnah Who Came into
My Heart

ir

| Have Found Sweet Rest
| Cannot Tell Thee Whence It Came
My Peace | Give unto You

[]:[j] Opening Discussion

\Who brings anxiety and sorrow into my heart? Conversely, who makes you feel good
when you think about them? Why?

[]:[j] Understanding today’s passage

The quality of our life depends on who comes into our hearts. Hannah introduces her—
self to Eli the priest, “l am a woman with a sad heart.” Hannah's heart was sad because
Peninnah was occupying her heart. Deprived of her husband’s love by Hannah, Pen-
innah cursed and ridiculed Hannah, who could not bear children. Peninnah provoked
Hannah so much that Hannah couldn't even eat as she cried because she was deeply
hurt. Her husband, Elkanah, comforted Hannah, but that comfort did not come into her
heart.

The same is true of Peninnah, who is sad. In Peninnah’s heart, Hannah, who had taken
away her husband’s love, came in and harassed her. So she cursed and attacked Han-
nah. She tried to comfort her own grief by bullying Hannah. But what makes Hannah
different from Peninnah is that she came to God with her sorrow. Hannah had a great
wailing in her heart, but she couldn’t even open her mouth and had to mourn and weep
inwardly. When the priest Eli heard her grief, he said, “Go in peace, | want God to grant
you what you have asked.” WWhen Hannah heard these words, she believed the words
and never again had a glimpse of worry on her face.

Hannah cast out Peninnah, who was in control of her heart, and brought God into her
heart. There was no change in her circumstances: Peninnah did not change and Han-
nah was not pregnant. But after welcoming God in her heart, Hannah never had any



The First Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage Leviticus 1 Samuel 1:9-18

worries again. Hannah entrusted Peninnah to God and also entrusted her son to God.
Believing that God would give her the best, God’s peace came upon her.

There are many things that take over our hearts today. The cares of the world, hatred
of people, envy of others for being well, anger toward people, anxiety of the future,
sense of damage and so on all try to occupy our hearts.

The heart of Christians is the temple where God dwells. We are made to serve God.
Like Hannah, we can serve Him in prayer. We serve God through worship and praise of
God, and we also serve the Lord in the reading of the Word. When God is in our hearts,
His peace comes. Nothing around us has changed, but we can be at peace because
Godisinus.

[]:D] Into the Word

« How did her husband, Elkanah, comfort Hannah? Was that comfort helpful? (v. 8)

« What did Hannah do when her heart was tormented by Peninnah? (v. 10)

[]:D] Into our life

*\What kind of sadness or stress are you experiencing? How are you resolving it when
you are sad?

*What are you doing to make sure that God, instead of people or circumstances, can
dwell and govern your heart?

[]:D] Memory Verse | 1 Samuel 1:18

And she said, “Let your servant find favor in your eyes.” Then the woman went her way
and ate, and her face was no longer sad.

[]:D] Sharing with your children

In what ways do you relieve stress? \What can you do to entrust all those concerns to
God?
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Small

Group
Study

God's Guidance
Through Wandering

ir

The Trusting Heart to Jesus Clings
Saviour, More Than Life to Me
Simply Trusting Every Day

[]:[j] Opening Discussion

Have you ever been lost on a trip by taking the wrong path? How did you feel at the
time?

[Dj] Understanding today’s passage

It would be nice if our lives go as we have set and planned, but there are other things
that happen. When that happens, we wander and feel anxious because we don't know
where to go. Don't worry too much, though, because even though we don't know
where we're going, God knows our way. And sometimes God leads us to find His will
through our wanderings.

\When Saul hears his father's request to find the lost donkey, he goes out of his way with
a servant to find the donkey. But they didn't see the donkey they were trying to find.
They asked people for the whereabouts of the donkey and they wandered around to
strange places to look for them, but in vain. Saul, who had wandered this way, thought
that his father might be worried about him and that he should go home. Then the ser-
vant speaks to Saul. There is a man of God nearby, so they should go and ask him the
whereabouts of the donkey and he will tell them. So Saul and the servant go to Samuel.
The prophet Samuel knew in advance that Saul and his envoy would come. The day
before he met Saul, God appeared to Samuel and told him that Saul would come. Sam—
uel tells Saul of God's plan that God will make him king of Israel. Saul met God at that
time when he was wandering because he could not accomplish what he had planned,
and he heard and came to know God's plan for him.



The Second Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage Leviticus 1 Samuel 9:5_6, 1117

There are times in our lives when we are faced with wanderings when we do not
know what to do. Some are unable to break free, which may be even worse. However,
even in difficult situations, if you find God there, you will discover God’s plan revealed
through the process of wandering. God sometimes wants to take me out of the routine
of my life or to twist my plan and lead me to God’s plan. Therefore, even if our plan does
not come to pass, we should live in search of the Lord in anticipation of God's leading.
The life of a believer is not a life of wandering in search of a donkey and being anxious.
A Christian is someone who believes in God’s good will and plans for me in any situa—
tion and lives according to God’s Word.

[Dj] Into the Word

* What caused Saul, who was looking for a donkey, to worry and question whether he
should return home? (v. 5)

* What was God's plan for Saul? When did Saul hear of God's plan for him? (v. 16)

[Dj] Into our life

*Were there any things that you zealously planned but still should have made other
choices because they didn't come to pass? \What was your feeling at that time?

*\What are some things in my life that | can confess that even though my plan did not
come true, it was God’s plan and guidance?

[Dj] Memory Verse | Proverbs 19:21

Many are the plans in the mind of a man, but it is the purpose of the Lord that will stand.

[]:D] Sharing with your children

How do you feel when what you have planned is not fulfilled? \Why does God some-
times seem to prevent people from fulfilling their plans?
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Small

Group
Study

Do I Look Like I Will Become
a King One Day?

ir

Take Time to Be Holy
When We Walk with the Lord
Create in Me a Clean Heart

[]:[j] Opening Discussion

Which part of your appearance do you feel most confident in? Have you experienced
benefits or disadvantages due to your appearance?

[]:[j] Understanding today’s passage

In the Korean movie, “The Face Reader,” Prince Soo-Yang asked many fortune tellers
to read his face and tell him his fortune. He asked one fortune teller if he would be a
king of Joseon one day. He was already the King of Joseon and he wanted to confirm
his destiny as king with others.

We always care about our appearance. Some people think their appearance deter-
mines their destiny. Some people have plastic surgery fora more desirable appearance.
God gave each of us our own unique appearance but not for fortune tellers to foretell our
futures nor to judge each other. God proved this when prophet Samuel anointed David.
God only told Samuel that the next king of Israel would be chosen among the sons of
Jesse. When Samuel saw the first born of Jesse, Eliab who was so fine with his ap-
pearance, Samuel automatically assumed that Eliab was the one God would anoint.
However, God said to Samuel to not consider someone’s appearance or height as the
sign of God’s favor, since God had rejected Eliab already. When God made us with
our own appearance, it was not for conditions to be predestined. God cares about our
heart much more than the sum of our appearance and outside. Samuel viewed all sev—
en sons of Jesse, but God did not indicate that any of them was fit for His anointment.
Samuel asked Jesse if he had more sons. There was the youngest one, David who
was in the field and watched the sheep while praising God. David was called in and he



The Third Week Small Group Meeting Today’s Passage Leviticus 1 Samuel 16:4-13

was anointed to be the next king of Israel since God cared about David's heart.
Nowadays, people care mainly about appearance and judge others according to their
appearance. Sometimes, people can be mistreated because of their appearance. Even
though it may take a long time or even be impossible to know the inside of someone’s
heart (mind & spirit), we are called to never judge others only by their appearance. That
is against God's will. Even though the world continues to judge others by their appear-
ance, Christians are called to focus more on the heart of others and to try to understand
others by their hearts. Since God cares about what's inside our hearts, we are invited
to cultivate our spirit, mind and heart beautifully so that God is pleased by us.

[]:D] Into the Word

*\What does God care most about in us? (v. 7)

* What greatly moved David when he was anointed by the prophet Samuel? (v. 13)

[Dj] Into our life

*Have you ever been discriminated against because of your race and skin color? Or
have you ever had any prejudice towards others primarily due to their appearance?

* Do you want God to look into your heart? \What kind of effort do you put to have God
see your heart?

[]:D] Memory Verse | 1 Samuel 16:7

But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his height, for | have
rejected him. The Lord does not look at the things people look at. People look at the
outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.”

[]:D] Sharing with your children

What is the most important thing for you when you see others? What beautiful side of
you do you want to show God?
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Small

Group
Study

God Sent Abigail

ir

Jesus, | My Cross Have Taken
More About Jesus Would | Know
Pour Your Heart into My Heart (Se to Olhares, Senhor)

[]:[j] Opening Discussion

Have you ever had anyone upset you in the past? What was the main reason for getting
upset and how did you respond to that person with your anger?

[]:[j] Understanding today’s passage

There are people who have a tendency to provoke others to get angry and sin. Nabal in
our scripture today was that kind of person to David. When David and his men stayed in
Carmel, they protected Nabal’s shepherds and sheep. \When Nabal and his people were
shearing their sheep, David requested that Nabal provide food for him and his men. There
was a custom in ancient Israel that people provided feast food to others while they sheared
their sheep. However, Nabal refused David’s request and commented, “Many servants are
breaking away from their masters these days. Why should | take my bread and water, and
the meat | have slaughtered for my shearers, and give it to men coming from who knows
where?” Nabal ignored previous favors which David gave to his household, treated David
like a runaway servant and made offensive comments.

David assembled 400 armed men and approached Nabal’s household after hearing his
offensive comments. David decided to kill not only Nabal but all males in his household
(v. 34). Nabal's wife Abigail quickly prepared enough food and went to meet David. Ab-
igail begged David to not kill Nabal and his family saying how unwise and arrogant Nabal
was. Abigail also mentioned that it would be unnecessary blood shedding if David killed
Nabal, since Nabal was not worthy of David’s time and effort. According to Abigail, Nabal
was a very unwise person who did not deserve attention. She asked David to see Nabal
from God’s perspective. Abigail was certain that God sent her to David so he would not



The Fourth Week Small Group Meeting Today’s Passage Leviticus 1 Samuel 25:23-33

revenge nor shed the blood of Nabal. Abigail appealed that David would be the next leader
of Israel and he really did not have to burden himself with the raid on Nabal’s family due to
Nabal's stupidity. David appreciated Abigail's wisdom and bid blessings on her since Ab-
igail stopped the unnecessary raid. David praised God who sent Abigail to him to stop the
unnecessary violence of revenge.

People today get angry over small things and commit wrong judgements and responses
due to their anger. Wise people will not be driven by anger. We all need people like Abigail
who was a peacemaker from God. She is a good model for us to think and reflect on our
plans and actions from God'’s perspectives. As there are more people like Nabal, we are
called to be like Abigail to mediate situations so that others do not sin against God.

[]:D] Into the Word

* According to Abigail, what did God want to prevent by sending her to David? (v. 26)

*\What specific things did David praise about God in verses 32-337

[]:D] Into our life

*Who has interceded for you or advised you from making bad decisions or doing wrong
things?

*What kind of things can you do for people who do not get along and stay in tension and
discord?

[]:D] Memory Verse | 1 Samuel 25:33

May you be blessed for your good judgment and for keeping me from bloodshed this
day and from avenging myself with my own hands.

[]:D] Sharing with your children

When do you usually get upset? When you are angry, who can protect you from doing
wrong things or mediate so that you do not make unwise decisions?
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MISSIONARY

OF THE MONTH

LEE,
SUNG [T

Country
Fiji

Advance
#3022596

Serving At
Methodist Lay
Training Center

Home Country
South Korea/
United States of
America

Contact info
sungillee@
umcmission.
org

The Rev. SungII Lee is a United Methodist mission-
ary with the General Board of Global Ministries serv-
ing as a lecturer and academic advisor in theology
and ministry at the Methodist Lay Training Center,
Nausori, Fiji Islands.

The center is part of the overall program of the
Methodist Church in Fiji to develop a pool of lay
leaders to undertake different ministry and missional
emphases. The program complements Global Minis-
tries’ leadership development focus.

The Methodist Church in Fiji is an important part-
ner of The United Methodist Church. Almost two-
thirds of Fijians are Methodists, as Methodism has
left a deep imprint in the cultural, religious and social
norms of Fijian society. The links between Global
Ministries and the Methodist Church in Fiji were
strengthened with the placement of missionaries at
the Davuilevu Theological College in Nausori, Fiji,
and the recruitment of a Fijian youth for the Global
Mission Fellows program. With the recent departure
of missionaries who were teaching at the Davuilevu
Theological College, the Methodist Church in Fiji
submitted a request for Global Ministries to replace
them, but for one of the new missionaries to be as-
signed to the Methodist Lay Training Center. Cur-
rently, the center awards a diploma in lay ministry,
but a goalis to offer a bachelor’s degree.

Rev. Lee's career has blended pastoral work with
missions and missiological education. With a passion
for missions, he is energized by the opportunity to
motivate others in missional vision. He has taught
and ministered around the world, most recently in
Dominica, Nepal, Thailand, Malaysia, Senegal,
Ukraine, and India and, earlier in his career, the Phil-
ippines and Myanmar. His global exposure has al-



lowed him to develop a strong network of partners in mission and broadened his per-
spective of teaching in different cultural contexts.

‘T have found,” Rev. Lee said, “that the true calling is to enjoy intimate fellowship with
the Lord, who called me into fellowship with God. In this sense, my ministry and mis-
sionary call is to help people I meet and serve to have the living, personal and intimate
fellowship I enjoy in the Lord.”

“As an ordained pastor,” he continued, ‘T believe that Christ has given pastors to his
church for equipping of the saints unto the work of ministry, unto the upbuilding of the
body of Christ (Ephesians 4:11-12). Thus, I will help members stand on the promise of
the word of God, experience the presence of God, and walk with the Lord in their daily
lives.”

Born in Seoul, South Korea, Rev. Lee grew up in a Methodist family and, since child-
hood, had a vision of becoming a missionary. He earned a Bachelor of Theology degree
from Methodist Theological Seminary, Seoul, 1983, and a Master of Theology, The Grad-
uate School of Methodist Theological Seminary, Seoul, 1986. He was ordained as a full
member of the South Annual Conference, Korean Methodist Church, in 1986.

‘I knew the importance of the disciples who transform the world,” Rev. Lee said. He
served Korean churches for 13 years as an ordained pastor, military and hospital chap-
lain, and missionary to the Philippines.

He then earned a Doctor of Ministry degree from Union Theological Seminary, Manila,
Philippines, 1994; Master of Sacred Theology, Drew University, Madison, New Jersey,
1998; and Doctor of Missiology, E. Stanley Jones School of World Mission and Evange-
lism, Asbury Theological Seminary, Willmore, Kentucky, 2007.

Still determined to become a Global Ministries missionary, Rev. Lee recalled, ‘T could
not quench the burning desire given me by the Lord to stand again on the mission field. I
served the Lord and his flocks as an immigrant pastor, in a bicultural family ministry and
as aseminary lecturer.”

Prior to his present assignment, Rev. Lee was the pastor of three New Jersey congrega-
tions: Bethany United Methodist Church, Wayne (2004-08); Livingston Korean UMC,
Livingston (2008-13); and Appenzeller Memorial Nairi UMC, Woodland Park (2013-19).
He took a sabbath year as a nonresidential and itinerant missionary, traveling to nine
seminaries in the Philippines, Malaysia, Thailand, India and Nepal, where he taught
missiology and evangelism, Bible study and preaching to pastors and lay leaders.

Rev. Lee's wife, the Rev. Jungae Lee, is the pastor of Livingston Korean UMC. They are
the parents of two adult children, Wooju and Peace.
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» Worship : Thursdays at 7:00 p.m.
* The Potter's House, back room, 1658 Columbia Road NW, Washington, DC 20009
« Contact : Mike Little, mike@faithandmoneynetwork.org M=) 240.606.2282

2) glo] A& W 3](Dayspring Church)
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+ Worship: Sundays at 10:00 a.m. From June to September, we worship at the Pavilion in the
woods at Dayspring. During the rest of the year we meet in the Farmhouse.

* Dayspring Farm and Retreat Center

* 11301 Neelsville Church Road, Germantown, Maryland

* M3$)301.515.4399 * Website: www.dayspringchurchmd.org
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3) A8 A1945-5A|(Eighth Day Faith Community)
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* Worship : Sundays at 10:00a.m.

* The Festival Center, 1640 Columbia Road NW, Washington, DC 20009
* Website : www.8th—day.org

4) ZA| 1.3 (Festival Church)
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» Worship : Mondays at 6:00 p.m.

* The Festival Center, 1640 Columbia Road NV, Washington, DC 20009

+ Contact : Cindy Martens, cmartens_dc@yahoo.com, 202.422.3033;
Ted Smith, smiththeo@gmail.com, F3}) 240.393.5955
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» Worship : Thursdays at 5:30 p.m. Alight supper s served.
* The Festival Center, 1640 Columbia Road NV, Washington, DC 20009
« Contact : Harold Vines, harold310@verizon.net, T2h443.315.3168

6) 8l 3](Jubilee Church)
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» Worship : Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. Alight supper s served.
* The Potter's House, 1658 Columbia Road NW, Washington, DC 20009
+ Contact: Kurt Finsterbusch, kurt@socy.umd.edu, 3H301.570.9597

7) A5-5A4) 23] (New Community Church)
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* Worship : Sundays at 11:00a.m. Adult Sunday Schoolat 10:00a.m.

+ Children’s Sunday school and daycare are offered during the sermon.

* 614 S Street NW, Washington, DC 20001

« M3} 202.332.0220 * Website : www.newcommunitychurchdc.org

8) LAt 3](Seeker’s Church)
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* Worship: Sundays (with Sunday School for children/youth) beginningat 9:30 a.m.
« 276 Carroll St. NW, Washington, DC 20012 (accessible by Metro on the red line-Takoma stop)
« M3$)202.829.9882 * Website: Website: www.seekerschurch.org
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* Worship : Sundays, 9:00a.m.
* 1717 Columbia Road NW, Washington, DC 20009
» M3$)202.328.1100 * Website: www.christhouse.org

10) 28]A% 2w 3], A F ZA](Church of Christ, Right Now)
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* Worship : Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 4:30p.m., and Thursdays, 7:00 p.m.
* The Festival Center, 1640 Columbia Road NV, Washington, DC 20009
« T3}) 202.387.8001 * Website: Website: www.churchofchristrightnow.org
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