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Disciples of Christ abide in His Word.

Those who abide in His Word know the truth and are free
- R.C. Sproul
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about the holy ke of believers, he urged peaple to live as chi-
dren of light, Like the relationship between husband and wife,
he urged the church to be holy and blameless.

3 Tha Abundent Love of Jesus

3 But sexual immonlity and all impurity or covetonsness |
must not even be named among you, 4s is proper among |
saints. i
4 Let there be no filthiness nor foolish talk nor crude joking, |

""""" which are out o place, but instead fet there be thanksgiving.

5 For you may be sure of this, that everyone who is sexually
immora] or impure, or who is covetous (that is, an idolater),
Tas no inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God,

& Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of
these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of dis-
abedience.

7 Therefore donot become partners with them:

# for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in
the Lord. Walk as children of light

9 {for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right
and true),

10and try to discem what is pleasing to the Lord.

11 Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but in-
stead expose them.

12 For it is shameful even to speak of the things that they do
insecret,

13 But when
ible,

4 for anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it
says, “Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ
will shine on vou.”

posed by the light, it vis-
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Betore giving snacks to childran, we usully ask them to wash fher
hands and urge them, “On your way back from the restroom, come
“straght back hers without fouching the wall or the floor” We know
chezan hands wll gt dirty agam and washing them wauld be an exemciss
i futlity, Nonatheless some kids wipe the wall with their hands or fal
on the floor and get thair hands dirty again on their way back. Thase
childrn cannot be given the snscks and must wash their hands again,

Pauil colled the wmaral, impure, o greedy person an idolater {v. 5,
Josus said that anyone who looked at & woman lustfully had already
committed adultery with hr in his heart (Matt 5:28), Paul said, "Among
you there must not be even & hint of sexusl immaorality, o of sy kind of
impurtty, or of gresd” (v, 3) Don't even think about them or speak about
them because it is shameful even to mention them (v, 12).

On the other hand, we must get out of darkngss and wak in the mid—
dlaufmaswadacdemiwasdm ntm\wvdmm
the fruit of good an mi—
mdmamwmwhwmmﬁdw&mm
ke ifer quite different from our old kfe. Wl you go back to the life of an
alien or waytarer, Inving with the unbebevers end idalaters? Or do you
want to walk m the middle of fight with thenksgiving and & heirs to the
kngedom of God?
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Reading Insight

1 Samuel ends with the fall of Saul’'s household and 2 Samuel
continues as the news of Saul’s death reaches David. David put
aside and transcended his personal feelings towards Saul and
was a man of superb religious integrity judging Saul in terms of
nationalism and religion.

£3 Oh, to Be Like Thee
2 Samuel 1:17-27 2 Samuel 1

17 And David lamented with this lamentation over Saul and
Jonathan his son,

18 and he said it[a] should be taught to the people of Judah;
behold, it is written in the Book of Jashar.[b]He said:

19 “Your glory, O Israel, is slain on your high places! How
the mighty have fallen!

20Tell it not in Gath, publish it not in the streets of Ashkelon,
lest the daughters of the Philistines rejoice, lest the daugh-
ters of the uncircumcised exult.

21 “You mountains of Gilboa, let there be no dew or rain up-
on you, nor fields of offerings![c] For there the shield of the
mighty was defiled, the shield of Saul, not anointed with oil.

22 “From the blood of the slain, from the fat of the mighty,
the bow of Jonathan turned not back, and the sword of Saul
returned not empty.

23 “Saul and Jonathan, beloved and lovely! In life and in
death they were not divided; they were swifter than eagles;
they were stronger than lions.

24 “You daughters of Israel, weep over Saul, who clothed
you luxuriously in scarlet, who put ornaments of gold on
your apparel.

25 “How the mighty have fallen in the midst of the battle!
“Jonathan lies slain on your high places.

26 [ am distressed for you, my brother Jonathan; very pleas-
ant have you been to me; your love to me was extraordinary,
surpassing the love of women.

27 “How the mighty have fallen, and the weapons of war
perished!”

Engaging with Words

M A
YZ 402

EFQI0H| CHSE 7HQIM 2Pt plots &=
25101 1 Meiol AT} g
HHO = HTHoE 30| QLI
Have you objectively judged
someone based on his or her
strength and achievements
transcending your personal
feelings and grudges?
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How do we know that David
was truly loyal to Saul who
tried to kill David? (v. 20)

God Moment




20

N
2

ols

e

o
HN

% S
I:I_Hu

ML FO O
o2 r e
r=

ol
i
il

r

3|9} ANAXIE 2[5t 7|
Prayer for Churches & Pastors

ro
Obtt
ton
rot
ro
El
Ton
oK
ofn
=t
U =
—Ho
o
~
H1

A4 919] 42 Voices rrom THE HiLe

ST ARYE 2 UBLICH

| Can Even Love My Enemy
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David had to endure a painful life of a refugee and self-imposed exile in
the enemy land of Philistine, all because of Saul's continued pursuit of
David’s life. David even had to pretend to be a mad man to survive in
Philistine where he had to appease people who were hostile and consid-
ered him a dangerous foreigner. In spite of that, David did not judge Saul
in terms of personal feelings, but his judgment of Saul's accomplish-
ments was based on objective nationalism and religion, all in the process
of fulfilling God’s providence. David put himself on the same level as
Jonathan, his dear friend, and praised Saul and his achievements as
lovely, beautiful, strong as an eagle and a warrior as brave as a lion.

We pass judgment on others in terms of “their relationship with me.”
We tend to use a binary way of thinking to establish all our relationships,
that is, those who are good to me and | like are good people and those
who | dislike and find difficult are bad people. For those | dislike, | try to
justify my feeling by asking, “Where is the ghost? Why doesn’t the
ghost round up those people? Even Jesus would not forgive those peo-
ple.” But there is no one who is good to all people, and there is no one
who is an enemy to all people. All relationships are relative. As a pastor
the most difficult sermon for me is “Love your enemy.” Because even
for me, there is still someone whom | cannot ever forgive. But David
acknowledged the achievements and goodness of his enemy and did
not want unconditional condemnation of him. This is the reason why
David became the ancestor of Jesus who died for the sins of all people.
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Lord, Speak.

Your Servant is Listening
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Reading Insight

The Israelites welcomed Jesus entering Jerusalem as a Mes-
siah that they were waiting for with “Hosanna” and branches of
palm trees. But as Jesus proclaimed that He was the Messiah,
He prophesied that He would eventually die in hardship carrying
the burden of sins of all people as a servant does through hard-
ship of the yoke he would bear.

£J Hosanna, Loud Hosanna

Matthew 21:1-11 Matthew 21:1-22

1 Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Beth-
phage, to the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples,

2 saying to them, “Go into the village in front of you, and im-
mediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her.
Untie them and bring them to me.

3 If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord
needs them,’ and he will send them at once.”

4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet,
saying,

5“Say to the daughter of Zion, ‘Behold, your king is coming
to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, on a colt,[a] the
foal of a beast of burden.’”

6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them.

7 They brought the donkey and the colt and put on them their
cloaks, and he sat on them.

8 Most of the crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and oth-
ers cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road.

9 And the crowds that went before him and that followed
him were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Bless-
ed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the
highest!”

10 And when he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was
stirred up, saying, “Who s this?”

11 And the crowds said, “This is the prophet Jesus, from
Nazareth of Galilee.”

Engaging with Words
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Has there been a time when
my lips praised Jesus and
prayed and at the same time
uttered the words of a sinner?
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If | were at the site of Jesus’
crucifixion how would | have
acted?
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Passion Week began with Palm Sunday when Jesus entered Jerusa—
lem. The people of Israel welcomed Jesus entering Jerusalem with
praises of “Hosanna,” waiving the branches of palm trees and laid their
cloaks on the road Jesus was passing. These were customary acts to
welcome the king. The Israelites welcomed Jesus as their king. But just
5 days later the lips of those same people who welcomed Jesus with
“Hosanna” shouted to spit on Jesus and to crucify Jesus on the cross.
The same hands that welcomed Jesus as their king waving the branches
of the palm tree slapped Jesus’ cheek and crucified Him on the cross.

If | were at the site where Jesus was crucified, is it possible that |
might be among the crowd that shouted to crucify Jesus? There is no
difference between the Jews who cursed Jesus and tried to crucify
Jesus as soon as their expectation of the Messiah was broken and me
who begins to complain and blame Jesus as soon as things don't go
the way | want even though before | called on Jesus whenever |
opened my mouth. Thus, if | were at the site of Jesus’ crucifixion, |
would have acted the same way as the crowd. The people of Israel re—
jected Jesus who came to them and crucified Him on the cross. Those
of us to whom Jesus came must receive Him as our LORD to eternity.
Making my lips an instrument of praise and my body a spiritual dwelling
place for the Holy Spirit and permeating the aroma of Jesus living
through my life, words and deeds should be the life of repenting sin—
ners like me who crucified Jesus on the cross.
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Reading Insight

On the third day of Passion Week, Jesus engaged in discus—
sions and disputes with the Jewish leaders who did not believe
Jesus. Jesus prophesied the fall of Jerusalem. Judas Iscariot
who was one of Jesus’ disciples betrayed Jesus and planned a
rebellion.

§d Those Who Hear and Do the Word
Matthew 21:23-32 Matthew 21:23-46

23 And when he entered the temple, the chief priests and the
elders of the people came up to him as he was teaching, and
said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who
gave you this authority?”

24 Jesus answered them, “T also will ask you one question,
and if you tell me the answer, then I also will tell you by what
authority [ do these things.

25The baptism of John, from where did it come? From heav-
en or from man?”And they discussed it among themselves,
saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,” he will say to us, ‘Why
then did you not believe him?”

26 But if we say, ‘From man,’ we are afraid of the crowd, for
they all hold that John was a prophet.”

27 So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said
to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these
things.

28 “What do you think? A man had two sons. And he went to
the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’

29 And he answered, ‘I will not,” but afterward he changed
his mind and went.

30 And he went to the other son and said the same. And he an-
swered, ‘I go, sir,” but did not go.

31 Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said,
“The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, the tax
collectors and the prostitutes go into the kingdom of God be-
fore you.

32For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you
did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes
believed him. And even when you saw it, you did not after-
ward change your minds and believe him.

Engaging with Words
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How does knowing God differ
from believing God?
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Why were the people of Israel
destined to fall?
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Jesus taught the Word of God until He died. \What we must keep as
the highest priority of our life is to know God’s mind. We can obey the
will of God only if we understand the Word of God. Passion Week that
began with Palm Sunday continues. We live in our contemporary peri-
od, where we as Christians find it difficult to read one chapter of the
Bible but do not feel that an hour spent with smartphones is a waste of
time but a worthy cause. The faith of a Christian is to join the life of
Christ. Joining the hardship of Jesus and participating directly in the site
of His ministry is faith.

Salvation does not come to those who just know God but to those
who believe God. To believe Jesus means to live by acting as Jesus
did; that is, as Jesus said, thought, acted and lived His life. The people
of Israel and their leaders did not fall and were not judged because they
did not know God. They knew God and His Word, but they did not live
according to the Word of God. They did not follow the Word of God as
it is written but misinterpreted and misapplied it to their advantage and
used it as an instrument to justify their own lives. The Word of God
must not be the means to justify selfish interpretation or application or
to justify one’s sins but must be a standard of life to obey as it is writ—
ten. To understand the mind of God, we must know His Word. But
what is more important is that we must live into the Word of God as
we understand and know it. That is growing into faith from knowledge.
Do not remain as one who just knows God but be the one who be-
lieves God.
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Reading Insight

There is no written record of Jesus’ activity on the fourth day
of Passion Week. But behind the scenes there was a plot to
crucify Jesus. Jesus knew of all these plots but did not feel
mistreated and quietly prepared for His death on the cross. A
woman came to Jesus and poured a bottle of perfume on Jesus
in preparation for His glorious death.

53 All for Jesus

Matthew 26:6-13 Matthew 26:6-13

6 Now when Jesus was at Bethany in the house of Simon the
leper,

7 a woman came up to him with an alabaster flask of very
expensive ointment, and she poured it on his head as he re-
clined attable.

8 And when the disciples saw it, they were indignant, saying,
“Why this waste?

9 For this could have been sold for a large sum and given to
the poor.”

10 But Jesus, aware of this, said to them, “Why do you trou-
ble the woman? For she has done a beautiful thing to me.

11 For you always have the poor with you, but you will not
always have me.

12 In pouring this ointment on my body, she has done it to
prepare me for burial.

13 Truly, I say to you, wherever this gospel is proclaimed in
the whole world, what she has done will also be told in mem-
ory ofher.”

Engaging with Words

When you are faced with an
unfair situation, can you accept
unfairness against yourself for

the benefit of others?
SRE Ol EHoA 22 o210 Y
off HIXHSO0[ 275t 2SO R =

UL (8-9%F)

What was the real reason why
the disciples of Jesus were
upset with the woman who
poured the perfume on Jesus?
(vv. 8-9)

God Moment
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Jesus was without sin but was facing an unfair death. As the death of
Jesus was imminent the disciples of Jesus showed greed for money as
they coveted the value of the perfume that the woman poured on Je—
sus. But Jesus praised the deeds of the woman as preparation for His
glorious death and said that her deeds would be remembered for eter-
nity. The woman'’s deeds, not the perfume, became the aroma of
Christ. The life of Christians should be the aroma of Christ. That is, ev-
ery moment of a Christian’s life should be the life of worship. Glory be
to God.

Is the aroma of Jesus permeating from the church today and from
the life of Christians? People do not criticize and accuse churches be—
cause there is no sermon at the church. There are sermons but the
preachers do not practice what they preach. Those who listen to the
sermons do not manifest the will and effort to live according to the
preaching but instead judge how good or bad the sermons are. The re-
action of those who listen to sermons is similar as though agreed upon
in advance. ‘| received lots of grace.” This should instead be under—
stood as, ‘I heard your sermon.” The sermon was well heard. The ser-
mon was well delivered and well heard but the acts to live into the
Word do not follow, and the result is now we live in a world where the
effect of the church and Christians is insignificant. For Christians, their
life should be their worship.



L= AL
I-l EEO'I, O:"‘I‘ I:IJ_'-l' I-7}'“ LS ARz
Journaling with Jesus OIS MZIHSL TR
252| At Thanks Note AT FrstPrayer
24t Reading & QT

F 22 One Word

EE=7 |5 One Prayer

*otLlE ] 0K, Y419] 02 God's heart & your heart

M2 2l8ll For Walking with Jesus

* 22 O 70|, H2| Taking it deeper, further

@ Voulube @7122 5oz

512 S0 U5S T 0 SHHs
0123} 421, ML, ZEIS AJZiol TOjER) ¢/
AHEX| 7IZBHIAIS.

Today’s Mission Cleared Sticker |




2023 APR
299 Thy

\N

N
TR
d |

A\

A
11

I=YJL"W Opening Prayer

i,

o
C

)

o
HFZHOUM, Ol +H2 MAFS2t OFR|} 2HES ZHRL = ZUM[0t
H SHOM 7|=S ORI MEERSUS. Gl~EHME 3 H2
2| GO BOIY0E 275k 1IHO| LS 7IH0| ZO{7HX|RL,
HxtE2 25 23710 HIEZO0MK] O~ES R2lotRAS UL

5 M290%E(E412%) R2l= FHS = Bt

ODHES 14:66-72 IPHES 141272

o= 2= o} 5] eI AL o St
=27} 8 A7 e AL B 1 55}l ol=E Y
LAt ook 9 SISl et S

6o = 27} Belsfe] o] 28] Lz U7} 2 o] 79
QA YA Fh ARAE Eol et st Qs L)
i

690}50] 21 1 3 0] A] 9= A5l thA o] 2 of
Afge 1 molet 1)

70 Bolaheiel 23 Fof 2ol A Qi AgtEo] th v
£ 2oj] wals] vz 2Ye Aol o2 1wl
vet

71 Tt = 27 Hste] WASE e st wet
o] Al g 2A) Eahet o

72870] 2 5 A Lefet ofof =27} o574 2o
7 541 2% 2 Bo] = ¥l 87 Aol 7} 4] ¥ g 2ol

stelet sh-alo] 71eslo] 1 A2 Azt L ejet



Reading Insight

On the fifth day of Passion Week, Jesus had the last supper
with His disciples, finished praying at the Gethsemane mount
and was arrested. Though Jesus was absolutely without sin, He
chose to follow the hard road. But all His disciples fled and even
Peter denied Jesus.

54 From Every Stormy Wind That Blows

Mark 14:66-72 Mark 14:12-72

66 And as Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the ser-
vant girls of the high priest came,

67 and seeing Peter warming himself, she looked at him and
said, “You also were with the Nazarene, Jesus.”

68 But he denied it, saying, “I neither know nor understand
what you mean.” And he went out into the gateway and the
rooster crowed.

69 And the servant girl saw him and began again to say to the
bystanders, “This man is one of them.”

70 But again he denied it. And after a little while the bystand-
ers again said to Peter, “Certainly you are one of them, for
you are a Galilean.”

71 But he began to invoke a curse on himself and to swear, “I
do notknow this man of whom you speak.”

72 And immediately the rooster crowed a second time. And
Peter remembered how Jesus had said to him, “Before the
rooster crows twice, you will deny me three times.” And he
broke down and wept.

Engaging with Words
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Let us think about what prom—
ises we have kept for God and
those we have not kept.

(wv. 27-31)
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If | intentionally hide my identi—
ty as a Christian, what is the
reason?
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Though Peter was the dearest disciple of Jesus, he had given up and
hidden his identity as a disciple when facing distress and fear of death.
There exist three kinds of people in the world: people who commit sins
and make the world a dreadful place; people who are powerless observers
who just watch those sins; and people who live righteous lives by refusing
to compromise to sin in spite of the dreadful world. Peter was the second
type, he was a powerless observer just watching sin because of his fear.

Most people follow a certain routine on Sunday; they take a shower, put
on make-up, dress up, then go to church and attend worship service
looking holy and serve in various ministries. But some throw away all
forms of that Christian image and turn into evil as soon as they leave the
church. Furthermore, some indulge in all kinds of disputes and conflicts
and turn the church into a den of evildoers. After leaving church and re—
turning home, we remove our make-up and throw off the clothes we
wore. However, when we return home from church and remove our
make-up, | wonder if we remove our identity as Christians as well, and
when we throw off our clothes, | wonder if we throw off the responsibility,
duty, and mission as people of God as well. When Peter tried to hide that
he was a disciple of Jesus, he was laden with the severe pain of self-
blame (Mark 14:72). The fact that they betrayed Jesus means that Peter
and Judas Iscariot were the same. It is exactly the same in that they both
wept in pain and sorrow. But Peter was used as a great disciple once he
restored his identity upon repenting. What kind of person am | in front of
Jesus?
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Reading Insight

Jesus died today for me on the sixth day of Passion Week.
Christ carried all our sins and offered His glorious body to the
Cross.

3 On a Hill Far Away

John 19:17-30 John 19%

17 and he went out, bearing his own cross, to the place called
The Place of a Skull, which in Aramaic is called Golgotha.

18 There they crucified him, and with him two others, one on
either side, and Jesus between them.

19 Pilate also wrote an inscription and put it on the cross. It
read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.”

20 Many of the Jews read this inscription, for the place where
Jesus was crucified was near the city, and it was written in
Aramaic, in Latin, and in Greek.

21 So the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not
write, ‘The King of the Jews,” but rather, “This man said, I
am King of the Jews.””

22 Pilate answered, “What I have written [ have written.”

23 When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his gar-
ments and divided them into four parts, one part for each sol-
dier; also his tunic. But the tunic was seamless, woven in one
piece from top to bottom,

24 50 they said to one another, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots
for it to see whose it shall be.” This was to fulfill the Scripture
which says, “They divided my garments among them, and for
my clothing they cast lots.” So the soldiers did these things,

25 but standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother and his
mother s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene.

26 When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he
loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, “Woman, be-
hold, yourson!”

27 Then he said to the disciple, “Behold, your mother!” And
from that hour the disciple took her to his own home.

28 After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said
(to fulfill the Scripture), “I thirst.”

29 A jar full of sour wine stood there, so they put a sponge full
of the sour wine on a hyssop branch and held it to his mouth.

30 When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It is fin-
ished,” and he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.

Engaging with Words
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Have you ever given up your
profit and sacrificed yourself
for others or the church?
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What do you think Jesus saw
on the cross that made Him
proclaim, “It is finished” and
die with joy? (John 19:30)

God Moment
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On the sixth day of Passion Week. Let us meditate on the final words
of Jesus on the cross (the seven last sayings of Jesus) and think about
the road to the cross that Jesus had to persevere for me.

The seven last sayings of Jesus:
. “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.”
(Luke 23:34)

2. “| tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise.” (Luke
23:43)

3. “Dear woman, here is your son. Here is your mother.” (John 19:26—
27)

4. “Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani? My God, my God, why have you for-
saken me?” (Mark 15:34)

5. “l am thirsty.” (John 19:28)

6. “Itis finished.” (John 19:30)

7. “Father, into your hands | commit my spirit.” (Luke 23:46)

=

As we see from these last words of Jesus, Jesus died on the cross
enduring six hours of pain from 9 o'’clock in the morning until 3 o'clock
in the afternoon. Jesus died for me. The finger of mine that is meant to
target a sinner always points to others. The sinner to repent is always
“the other guy.” The finger to target the sinner should point to me. That
is “metanoia.” Confessing that | am the sinner who caused the death of
Jesus is the beginning of faith.
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Reading Insight

In spite of the watchful eyes of hostile Jews, Joseph of Ari-
mathea courageously buried Jesus’ body in the new tomb that
was already prepared for himself. But the chief priests and the
Pharisees went to Pilate, suggested that the disciples of Je—
sus might steal Jesus' body and falsely claim that he had been
raised from the dead, and asked Pilate to make the tomb secure
and post the guard.

£ When | Survey the Wondrous Cross
Matthew 27:57-66 Matthew 27:57-66

57 When it was evening, there came a rich man from Ari-
mathea, named Joseph, who also was a disciple of Jesus.

58 He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then
Pilate ordered it to be given to him.

59 And Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a clean linen
shroud

60 and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had cut in the
rock. And he rolled a great stone to the entrance of the tomb
and went away.

61 Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were there, sitting
opposite the tomb.

62 The next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief
priests and the Pharisees gathered before Pilate

63 and said, “Sir, we remember how that impostor said,
while he was still alive, ‘ After three days [ will rise.’

64 Therefore order the tomb to be made secure until the third
day, lest his disciples go and steal him away and tell the peo-
ple, ‘He has risen from the dead,” and the last fraud will be
worse than the first.”

65 Pilate said to them, “You have a guard[j] of soldiers. Go,
make it as secure as you can.”

66 So they went and made the tomb secure by sealing the
stone and setting a guard.

Engaging with Words
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What was the identity of Jo—
seph of Arimathea that he
considered most important as
a member of the Sanhedrin?
(v. 57)

RHAO| 2|E &7|1 ZF 10X ol=
M2 1 2IE F7| Hloll AL
M OE 2E Hotl =0 s
Ct. 721 Z30| AEL7R?

Those who try to hide their
sins are bound to continue to
commit other sins in order to
keep their earlier sins hidden.
Do you have such experience?

God Moment

47



48

of OrAA

st LS one Word
ZY ] 10| S4o17| ot
2 FMStUZRS
EYBUC

3|9} ANAXIE 2[5t 7|
Prayer for Churches & Pastors

A4 919] 42 Voices rrom THE HiLe

ZES0| ofd C|H=0| £/|0{0F BLICE
We Should Be the Stepping Stone Not the Stumbling Block

27H 2PHotA| %CH 2|S & t
ot Gl~EHAM F2A|IL FH =
M U7k 70 B otoF & X2 L7+ 22!
£ Q151 27Hot= ZI0]0{0F LICH. ot |= 20, =0k, 7|=2]
SOZ H0|off YMU otLtHO| HES Befol S2H ZlS Cioll w3 2H0f
M| SA| FFUCE J12iLt Welo] T HSHO0[ Waf 4t o140 Dot Fe
A[el|22 2E=Z 0|0{X|X| G QUSUCHL 2217} oflEfet 7|29 2S5 SAE &
off AltHO| =S 2EoI1L GEol0f SILHHO| T TS S 7HKIL Ar=(of &
Ofota 7|OfetChH, et sl= Ate| Hato| ZEE0| Ot} HIFE0| 2 AY
UL XI5 Wefot B=AHS0] A2l ZEE0] T1 USUCL 222t RE
St 2|7} £l JELIEE AITHE S5t AL AYS A ASLIC,

Lt= O{ER|, 22| wal= 0EHA| SHol SAIC L Z2= A0]0] L At
0] 7Hgol ZEls, 2IE9l 285, 01RY 23S, w89 ZAS0| o US =+
= QEUC 22l= ZEES0| OFd CIHE0] =|0f0F RLICE 220 20| Ot
7h =] LH7H Q= R0 otLtE LIt A0{0F LT 22| w37} 0] Mg Al
"ol Li7h= E=¢t CIZE0] Z|0{0F SHLICY. T 20| 7|0l HETH= AHot

[ &0t I 0|2 7Hset 20| 2 AL

_k'Jf
9'2
rir
N
]
_O'E
[
e
)
Ol

2jo Alzjoz
Ol =2 Al Ol=~8 2ol
f2|3tot= Z0] Ot2t LY %]

oh

%

[>

-

- O

=
d
I
4o

[y
o

qr
nle)

A

fiza)
0 ror O ¥
2 Hi o
=| X
}EI- o -
Ir mor -0

o>

Jesus died and was buried in the tomb because of our hardened and
calloused spirit that tries to justify our sins and refuse to repent. The
first thing | must do in front of Jesus being laid in the tomb is to ac—
knowledge my sins and repent, not try to justify why | am a sinner.
Most Korean churches assemble for worship services on Sunday, mid-
week worship services on Wednesday evening, and other prayer ser—
vices, etc. Members pay attention to the Word of God and serve vari—
ous ministries in the church. However, such inner vitality of the church
does not connect to participation in real world situations outside or wise
discernment. If we participated in and contributed to society with God
given understanding as we distinguish and discern the trends of the
contemporary period through our worship services, prayers and various
services, | believe Korean churches would have become the stepping
stone for the transformation of the society, not the stumbling block.
Now churches and believers have become the stumbling block for our
society. We have become the talk of the town and source of gossip.
People worry that Korean Christianity runs counter to the Word of God
and wise discernment.

Let us look back at ourselves and our churches. Unknowingly, | might
have become the stumbling block for my family, my workplace, my
neighbors, and my church. \We must become the stepping stone, not
the stumbling block. Our daily life should be the actual worship service
and the kingdom of God should be planted where we stand. Our
church should be the steady stepping stone to support the world. That
is only possible when we keep praying and live our lives practicing the
Word of God.
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David Became
the King of Judah

(LI Opening Prayer
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Lord, Speak.

Your Servant is Listening
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Reading Insight

Upon the death of Saul, the process of establishing David’s
kingship began. The fall of the household of Saul, who resisted
David until the end, and the firm authority of the family of David
were the clear providence of God who rewards those according
to their deeds in front of God.

£ Come, Thou Almighty King

2 Samuel 2:1-7 2 Samuel 2

1 After this David inquired of the Lord, “Shall I go up into
any of the cities of Judah?” And the Lord said to him, “Go
up.” David said, “To which shall I go up?” And he said, “To
Hebron.”

2 So David went up there, and his two wives also, Ahinoam
of Jezreel and Abigail the widow of Nabal of Carmel.

3 And David brought up his men who were with him, every-
one with his household, and they lived in the towns of He-
bron.

4 And the men of Judah came, and there they anointed David
king over the house of Judah. When they told David, “It was
the men of Jabesh-gilead who buried Saul,”

5 David sent messengers to the men of Jabesh-gilead and
said to them, “May you be blessed by the Lord, because you
showed this loyalty to Saul your lord and buried him.

6 Now may the Lord show steadfast love and faithfulness to
you. And I will do good to you because you have done this
thing.

7 Now therefore let your hands be strong, and be valiant, for
Saul your lord is dead, and the house of Judah has anointed
me king over them.”

Engaging with Words
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What character and integrity of
David made God want him to
be the king of Israel? (vv. 4-6)
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Have you ever done anything,
maintaining your own thoughts
and will to the end, while you
knew that it was not God's
will?

God Moment
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Am | Worthy of Receiving the Blessing?
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God judges us in accordance with our deeds observed by Him and
our words heard by Him. God judges us in accordance with our charac—
ter and integrity expressed and manifested through our deeds and
words and our essence as Christians. Ultimately, do my life, deeds and
words manifest if | am worthy of receiving the blessing of God?

We tend to justify the will and grace of God unconditionally bestowed
on us if things are to our benefit and profit and as long as they look
good to us based on our own thoughts and judgment. What seems
good to my eyes and brings joy and benefit to me triggers my thoughts
as | immediately judge it as God sent. However, how should we react if
certain thoughts were given by God, but the road to follow is difficult
and by following the road we may end up losing instead of gaining? To
God who gave the thought, we would shout, “Go away Satan! Satan
confused my mind.” We try to justify the mind of God as the tempta-
tion of Satan and we tend to refuse the thoughts given by God.

Between the will of God and my own will, where is my life focused?
Saul and David were both chosen and anointed as kings of Israel by
God. David was blessed because his life was worthy of receiving the
blessing, but Saul was judged, not blessed, because his life was not in
line with the will of God.
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Reading Insight

God’s providence is manifested for the good of Israel through
David’s capacity as a leader, especially his forward-thinking
and nationalistic view allowing him to accept Abner who was a
stumbling block for uniting the Kingdom of Israel.

&3 They That Wait upon the Lord
2 Samuel 3:12-21 2 Samuel 3-4

12 And Abner sent messengers to David on his behalf, say-
ing, “To whom does the land belong? Make your covenant
with me, and behold, my hand shall be with you to bring
over all Israel to you.”

13 And he said, “Good; I will make a covenant with you. But
one thing I require of you; that is, you shall not see my face
unless you first bring Michal, Saul’s daughter, when you
come to see my face.”

14 Then David sent messengers to Ish-bosheth, Saul’s son,
saying, “Give me my wife Michal, for whom I paid the brid-
al price of a hundred foreskins of the Philistines.”

15 And Ish-bosheth sent and took her from her husband Pal-
tiel the son of Laish.

16 But her husband went with her, weeping after her all the
way to Bahurim. Then Abner said to him, “Go, return.” And
he returned.

17 And Abner conferred with the elders of Israel, saying,
“For some time past you have been seeking David as king
over you.

18 Now then bring it about, for the LORD has promised Da-
vid, saying, ‘By the hand of my servant David [ will save my
people Israel from the hand of the Philistines, and from the
hand of all their enemies.””

19 Abner also spoke to Benjamin. And then Abner went to
tell David at Hebron all that Israel and the whole house of
Benjamin thought good to do.

20 When Abner came with twenty men to David at Hebron,
David made a feast for Abner and the men who were with him.
21 And Abner said to David, “I will arise and go and will gath-
er all Israel to my lord the king, that they may make a cove-
nant with you, and that you may reign over all that your heart
desires.” So David sent Abner away, and he went in peace.

Engaging with Words
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Can | treat the will and the
providence of God more im-
portantly than my own feelings
and will?
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How do we know that David
considered the household of
Saul who opposed him not as
an enemy but as an object of
unity and embrace? (vv. 13-14)

God Moment
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Faith is often the first thing that most Christians give up when faced
with worldly and religious problems. When faced with certain difficul—
ties and problems, and if “time” needs to be adjusted and cut back, the
first things people reduce are faith-related. People cut back church at-
tendance from two times a week to one, from one to none, and then
eliminate all service activities at the church. If saving becomes neces-
sary, the first thing to be reduced is the offering and church related
spending. Let us think about the concept of our faith as Christians. If
we need to reduce our expenses or give up something as Christians,
why do we first reduce or give up our faith-related items? During the
early church period and during the Japanese occupation in Korea,
Christians risked their lives to keep their faith and sometimes gave their
lives in order to not give up their faith. If we had to risk our lives to keep
our faith under the current religious world, how many people do you
think would remain on the side of God to the end?

We live in a period that calls for a chosen person in front of God who
is recognized by God. Israel was chosen by God as the chosen people
and as people of God but was no longer considered “chosen” because
of their disobedience and was judged by God. Since Israel could not ful—
fill their mission as a chosen people of God, God has chosen us Chris—
tians as a new spiritual Israel to replace the people of Israel. Having now
been “chosen,” am | growing and living as a chosen person? We must
become a “chosen person” honoring the will of God as most dear to us.
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Reading Insight

As the reign over all Israel was handed over to David, a man of
God, the true kingdom of a united Israel was realized as God
had planned. God always makes His promise realized.

£ Encamped along the Hills of Light

2 Samuel 5:1-5 2 Samuel 5

1 Then all the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron and
said, “Behold, we are your bone and flesh.

2 In times past, when Saul was king over us, it was you who
led out and brought in Israel. And the LORD said to you,
“You shall be shepherd of my people Israel, and you shall be
prince over Israel.””

3 So all the elders of Israel came to the king at Hebron, and
King David made a covenant with them at Hebron before
the LORD, and they anointed David king over Israel.

4 David was thirty years old when he began to reign, and he
reigned forty years.

5 At Hebron he reigned over Judah seven years and six
months, and at Jerusalem he reigned over all Israel and Ju-
dah thirty-three years.

Engaging with Words
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Whose will and providence
was it that David became the
king of Israel? (v. 2)
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Has any promise God made for
me been realized through me?
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With the support and approval of the entire people of Israel, David
was crowned as the king of the kingdom of Israel that was united
through official and legal ways. It was the culmination of the providence
of God as David was anointed by Samuel who prophesied such and
was fulfilment of the covenant of the blessing of God for the tribe of
Judah. “Covenant” is the promise made by God with us. The promise
between humans has no guarantee to be kept, but the covenant of
God is a guarantee of the future achievement that is determined a prio—
ri by God.

When | was young, my parents borrowed money from my savings
account with the promise of “we will definitely pay it back.” But after 40
years, | have not received the money back. My father passed away so
that my mother is the only remaining party for the collection of the
debt. But collection of the money remains a remote possibility. | owe
the broken promises | made to my wife before | got married, and
promises broken to my children, and a pile of unkept promises of
prayers to lay people as a pastor that “I will always pray for you.” There
is no guarantee that promises made between human beings will be
kept. However the covenant of God is about something that has not
happened yet but is determined a priori by God so that it will be
shaped, formed and done by God. God can look at the future and com—
pletely control and manage the history of the world and human beings
so that His promise is 100% certain to be realized.
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Reading Insight

After securing his throne, David brings back the Ark of the Lord
from Kiriath Jearim in order to reinforce the identity of his peo-
ple as God’s chosen nation. In the process, God shows David
that the essence and heart of his reign lies in doing “only as God
said.”

53 We've a Story to Tell to the Nations
2 Samuel 6:1-11 2 Samuel 6

1 David again gathered all the chosen men of Israel, thirty
thousand.

2 And David arose and went with all the people who were
with him from Baale-judah to bring up from there the ark of
God, which is called by the name of the LORD of hosts who
sits enthroned on the cherubim.

3 And they carried the ark of God on a new cart and brought
it out of the house of Abinadab, which was on the hill. And
Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, were driving the new
cart,

4with the ark of God, and Ahio went before the ark.

5 And David and all the house of Israel were making merry
before the LORD, with songs and lyres and harps and tam-
bourines and castanets and cymbals.

6 And when they came to the threshing floor of Nacon, Uz-
zah put out his hand to the ark of God and took hold of it, for
the oxen stumbled.

7 And the anger of the LORD was kindled against Uzzah,
and God struck him down there because of his error, and he
died there beside the ark of God.

8 And David was angry because the LORD had burst forth
against Uzzah. And that place is called Perez-uzzah, to this
day.

2 And David was afraid of the LORD that day, and he said,
“How can the ark of the LORD come to me?”’

10 So David was not willing to take the ark of the LORD in-
to the city of David. But David took it aside to the house of
Obed-edom the Gittite.

11 And the ark of the LORD remained in the house of Obed-

edom the Gittite three months, and the LORD blessed Obed-
edom and all his household.

Engaging with Words
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Why did Uzzah, who was
transporting the Ark of the
Lord on a cart, die? (vv. 3, 6-7)
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How was one supposed to
transport the Ark of the Lord,
and what did the Lord teach
David through this event? (vv.
12-13)
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There is wisdom my father passed down to me and my three other
siblings that has been a big help in my life. It is this: “Listen to the
woman in your life and all will go well with you.” My father was right.
You can't lose by listening to your wife. But there is one thing that |
must do first in order to listen to my wife. Without doing this first, | will
not be able to listen to my wife. It is laying down my ego that always
wants to assert my pride and “macho-ness” as a man.

There’s a saying in Korean, “If you listen to your parents, you will get a
rice cake even when you sleep (and not work).” It is also like that with
God. When we listen to God, we will be blessed even when we don't
even try to get the blessings. This is one of the main teachings in the
Bible. Jesus said “I will give you the bread of life.” What do you think is
meant by “giving the bread of life?” It refers to the power to overcome
sin, experiencing God'’s joy and peace, having the strength to overcome
trials, the gift of eternal life and heaven and other blessings and graces
of God. When we listen to God, we will experience these and other
“bread of life (rice cakes).” But in order to do this, we also need to lay
down things like human wisdom, our stubborn pride and unbending
will, greed and avarice, and selfishness and arrogance. It is only when
we lay down all those things that result from our own ego and self-
centered ways that we will be able to live our life as blessed people of
B101m3|, HZRNY) God.
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Reading Insight

Today’s scripture records God’s well-known promise for David.
God, who looked favorably upon the beautiful heart of David,
promises to bless David’s dynasty.

&4 Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken
2 Samuel 7:8-17 2 Samuel 7

8 Now, therefore, thus you shall say to my servant David,
“Thus says the LORD of hosts, I took you from the pasture,
from following the sheep, that you should be prince over my
people Israel.

2 And I have been with you wherever you went and have cut
off all your enemies from before you. And I will make for
you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth.

10 And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will
plant them, so that they may dwell in their own place and
be disturbed no more. And violent men shall afflict them no
more, as formerly,

11 from the time that [ appointed judges over my people Isra-
el. And I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover,
the LORD declares to you that the LORD will make you a
house.

12 When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your
fathers, I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall
come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom.

13 He shall build a house for my name, and I will establish
the throne of his kingdom forever.

14T will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son. When
he commits iniquity, I will discipline him with the rod of
men, with the stripes of the sons of men,

15 but my steadfast love will not depart from him, as I took it
from Saul, whom I put away from before you.

16 And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure for-
ever before me. Your throne shall be established forever.””

17 In accordance with all these words, and in accordance
with all this vision, Nathan spoke to David.

Engaging with Words
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How would you describe Da—
vid’s heart and faith toward
God? (vv. 1-2)
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After rejecting David’s desire
for building a temple for God,
God promised to let his de-
scendant build a temple and to
establish the throne of his
kingdom forever. Have you
ever experienced an unan-
swered prayer in your life lead—
ing to a greater blessing?
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David’s life-long dream was to build a temple for God but God out—
right rejected David's passionate desire. Despite experiencing God’s
rejection, David continued to obey God’s will and thanked God in all
things. To this David, God promised to bless him by establishing Da—
vid's throne forever and having his descendant build a temple for God.
Through the blessing of David's enduring throne and kingdom, God
foreshadowed the blessing of establishing God’s kingdom in this world
through one of David’s descendants, Jesus the Christ.

Ask yourself: Am | anticipating the kingdom of God to be established
in this world or am | seeking to establish my own kingdom where | am
the king? It seems to me that many Christians want the world to re-
volve around them and are hoping for a future where their own desires
are realized. In other words, they want to take the place of God and
want the world and the blessings for their own benefit. To them, life is
good only when they are happy, the world is just only when they pros—
per, and God is alive only when all of their hopes are realized. WWhen we
demand the world revolve around us and have faith that considers only
those things that please and satisfy us as blessings, that faith is no lon—
ger a Christian faith but simply “my religion” where | am the master.
Are you a follower of the “Christian faith” or are you a follower of “my
religion?”
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Reading Insight

Through David’s leadership, Israel renewed itself as a theo-
centric (God-centered) nation and became the most powerful
nation in the Near Eastern region as it enjoyed victories in all its
battles. The Lord gave David victories in all his battles because
David honored the Lord in all his ways.

&3 There’s a Royal Banner
2 Samuel 8:1-12 2 Samuel 8-9

1 After this David defeated the Philistines and subdued them,
and David took Metheg-ammah out of the hand of the Philis-
tines.

2 And he defeated Moab and he measured them with a line,
making them lie down on the ground. Two lines he measured to
be put to death, and one full line to be spared. And the Moabites
became servants to David and brought tribute.

3 David also defeated Hadadezer the son of Rehob, king of Zo-
bah, as he went to restore his power at the river Euphrates.

4 And David took from him 1,700 horsemen, and 20,000 foot
soldiers. And David hamstrung all the chariot horses but left
enough for 100 chariots.

5 And when the Syrians of Damascus came to help Hadadezer
king of Zobah, David struck down 22,000 men of the Syrians.

6 Then David put garrisons in Aram of Damascus, and the Syr-
ians became servants to David and brought tribute. And the
LORD gave victory to David wherever he went.

7 And David took the shields of gold that were carried by the
servants of Hadadezer and brought them to Jerusalem.

8 And from Betah and from Berothai, cities of Hadadezer, King
David took very much bronze.

9 When Toi king of Hamath heard that David had defeated the
whole army of Hadadezer,

10 Toi sent his son Joram to King David, to ask about his health
and to bless him because he had fought against Hadadezer and
defeated him, for Hadadezer had often been at war with Toi.
And Joram brought with him articles of silver, of gold, and of
bronze.

11 These also King David dedicated to the LORD, together with the
silver and gold that he dedicated from all the nations he subdued,

12 from Edom, Moab, the Ammonites, the Philistines, Amalek,
and from the spoil of Hadadezer the son of Rehob, king of Zobah.

Engaging with Words
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What is one principle of God's
care and guidance for God’s
own people? (v. 6, 14)
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Why was God’s power and
authority with David, allowing
him to enjoy victory in all
things? (vwv. 11-12)
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The Race of Faith

J2AZRIOZM MS HOPt= IS FF et Hag = AFL
Cf. 70 SH2 Selot= A0IX|2 S22 g2 Y FaH0F L.
ALRO| ZM2 S2|ot= AU, SEI2tE SX0TE TAGHe £, AT
O, SR, ST Qi 242 245 SEA ARX HIE|E HolH EF9
=ES HABALCL 2240 00l XS M 27 SAoHE walof
MRS w3 g =+ 210 &7Fet H0| ASUCE 7 871 5 St
& w3| Mo SUZF0| HOR=|, S XMofA 423 ot= H0IUsH
C}. ®7+ S&tHiotRt FHofl QIE 20| “0 22 22| ws] MEAH0|ML 2t
0 ZR7IE M7 21 H=H, Ol0iX|= 20| ME o #3op TS
SLCEL “HEARED? Z224Af {2 Of AH7JOH” AL XMMS Sl
HOIUSLICEL BF= S22 2+t 0|740F 5H= =X0| SQELICH

JRALRQICZA HOPHE FFE "TEQ FF0/0{0F of, 232
Tt OE 278 7HY FEHA FEEE SE2 0JEAH0|H FX0(0f
OF BCH= AYULICEL THE MRS & 07 |= A2 TS S2(2] S X0|
otLtES| F&O| 2= 20| 232 FFQULICE T2 Ao S2|7t ofd
O]A2IAO| 52|, 22|11 O]ARtAO| SIS SdHf HOPAIM SiLiES S
= E2{Ui2] 3710 AXLE S22 4 QAUSLIC,

We can describe the life of a believer in this world as a “race.” Al-
though the ultimate goal of any race is victory, the victory has to be
won in legitimate ways. When athletes become so obsessed with vic—
tory, they may resort to activities that violate the spirit of true sports—
manship such as doping, referee bribery, cheating, and other unfair and
illegal actions. Soon after | came to America, | participated in a soccer
tournament held by churches in the area and represented the church
that | was attending at the time. During one of the matches | was play—
ing, there was heavy body checking with a player from another church.
In the heat of the moment, the other player out right cursed at me us—
ing profane words. | was flabbergasted by the reaction from this player
in a church soccer match. When a player from my team tried to inter-
vene and tell the other player that | am an assistant pastor of the
church, the other player blurted out even worse profanity saying, “Who
the **** cares!l??” It was clearly a moment when the spirit of true
sportsmanship was lost. In a race, how one wins is just as important as
winning itself.

The race that all believers run is a “race of faith” and the things that
make this race different from all other races is that it should be altruistic
and spiritual. The true race of faith is a race where the goal is helping
everyone to emerge as a winner and where the ultimate glory and
honor is given to the Lord. David was always focused on the victory of
Israel over his personal victory and glorifying God through his victories.
This was the secret that enabled him to have victories wherever he
went.
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Reading Insight

The war between lIsrael, with its clear sense of purpose as a
temple for God’s glory, and the combined armies of Ammon and
Aram, against God’s people without a clear cause, was already
determined by the inevitable outcome of victory or defeat.

£4 Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus
2 Samuel 10:6-14 2 Samuel 10

6 When the Ammonites saw that they had become a stench to
David, the Ammonites sent and hired the Syrians of Beth-re-
hob, and the Syrians of Zobah, 20,000 foot soldiers, and the
king of Maacah with 1,000 men, and the men of Tob, 12,000
men.

7 And when David heard of it, he sent Joab and all the host of
the mighty men.

8 And the Ammonites came out and drew up in battle array at
the entrance of the gate, and the Syrians of Zobah and of Re-
hob and the men of Tob and Maacah were by themselves in
the open country.

2 When Joab saw that the battle was set against him both in
front and in the rear, he chose some of the best men of Israel
and arrayed them against the Syrians.

10 The rest of his men he put in the charge of Abishai his
brother, and he arrayed them against the Ammonites.

11 And he said, “If the Syrians are too strong for me, then you
shall help me, but if the Ammonites are too strong for you,
then I will come and help you.

12 Be of good courage, and let us be courageous for our peo-
ple, and for the cities of our God, and may the LORD do
what seems good to him.”

13 So Joab and the people who were with him drew near to
battle against the Syrians, and they fled before him.

14 And when the Ammonites saw that the Syrians fled, they
likewise fled before Abishai and entered the city. Then Joab
returned from fighting against the Ammonites and came to
Jerusalem.

Engaging with Words

M A
YZ 402

0]A2H0| SHLIES Ci&st= 2
= MSn MM S2l
UUE 0|R= FAOIASMA?
(12%)

Why was Israel able to win the
war against all enemies of
God? (v. 12)
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Let me think honestly about
what is more important to my
life of faith: God’s glory or my
own interests.
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In our house, my daughter and | have a nickname for my wife. It's
“dictator.” Our house is a structure where everything is decided by the
will of my wife. Sometimes when my daughter asks me, “Why do we
living in a democracy have to be subject to our mother’s dictatorship?
Dad, why don't you rebel?” | jokingly replied, “Why do you ask me to
risk my life? If anyone has to risk one’s life, it is you, the younger one,
who has to risk your life.” | persuade my daughter that allowing my
wife’s will and way is beneficial for our life and is the way to peace for
our family. In fact, | realized that following my wife’s wishes at home is
the best way for peace and harmony in the family. This is the wisdom
of life that | learned through marriage.

Although the word “dictatorship” has a strong negative connotation,
the truth is that our journey of faith and belief must be guided by God’s
dictatorship. Our relationship with God cannot be democratic. My
obeying God’s commandment is the life of faith and belief. For Chris—
tians, God the Dictator is the source of the power that makes the im—
possible possible, the essence of the power that brings about all that
we see. God'’s dictatorship draws the power of the Holy Spirit. This is
the reason acknowledging God's tyranny over our lives is the essence
of faith and blessing.
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Reading Insight

David’s pride and sloth due to continued victories and prosperity
led to his transgression against Bathsheba, bringing to a halt the
political, spiritual, and military climax of David’s kingdom and
ushering in a new transition.

53 Straight Is the Gate to Salvation

2 Samuel 11:1-13 2 Samuel 11

1 In the spring of the year, the time when kings go out to battle, Da-
vid sent Joab, and his servants with him, and all Israel. And they
ravaged the Ammonites and besieged Rabbah. But David re-
mained at Jerusalem.

2]thappened, late one afternoon, when David arose from his couch
and was walking on the roof of the king’s house, that he saw from
the roofa woman bathing; and the woman was very beautiful.

3 And David sent and inquired about the woman. And one said, “Is
not this Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the
Hittite?”

4So David sent messengers and took her, and she came to him, and
he lay with her. (Now she had been purifying herself from her un-
cleanness.) Then she returned to her house.

5 And the woman conceived, and she sent and told David, “I am
pregnant.”

6 So David sent word to Joab, “Send me Uriah the Hittite.” And
Joab sent Uriah to David.

7 When Uriah came to him, David asked how Joab was doing and
how the people were doing and how the war was going.

8Then David said to Uriah, “Go down to your house and wash your
feet.” And Uriah went out of the king’s house, and there followed
him a present from the king.

9But Uriah slept at the door of the king’s house with all the servants
of his lord, and did not go down to his house.

10 When they told David, “Uriah did not go down to his house,”
David said to Uriah, “Have you not come from a journey? Why did
younot go down to your house?”

11 Uriah said to David, “The ark and Israel and Judah dwell in
booths, and my lord Joab and the servants of my lord are camping
in the open field. Shall I then go to my house, to eat and to drink and
to lie with my wife? As you live, and as your soul lives, I will not do
this thing.”

12 Then David said to Uriah, “Remain here today also, and tomor-
row [ will send you back.” So Uriah remained in Jerusalem that day
and the next.

13 And David invited him, and he ate in his presence and drank, so
that he made him drunk. And in the evening he went out to lie on
his couch with the servants ofhis lord, but he did not go down to his
house.

Engaging with Words
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What caused the fall and
crimes of David, the great king
who established the theocratic

kingdom? (v. 1)
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For what nature of crime does
God tell us not to imitate sin?
(. 8, 13, 15)
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Coram Deo vs. Coram Hominibus
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“Coram Deo” is Latin with “Coram” meaning “before” and “Deo”
meaning “God.” Taken together, these two words mean “before God.”
It is the Christian who seeks to follow the ministry of Jesus Christ, the
faith of the apostles, and the faith of the Reformers. Then, of course,
the indicator of the Christian’s life should be Coram Deo. But even for
those who profess to believe in God, rather than trying to live “before
God,” they are more likely to be “before men” (Coram Hominibus) living
in a naturally secular way.

What good is it to live “Coram Hominibus” outside of the church in—
stead of “Coram Deo,” barking at all kinds of shameful sins and acting
holy before the cross and on the altar? This is why we worship the
cross and the altar as idols. Isn’t there human worship of the pastor and
idolatry of the building and the idea of the church among us? Even at
this time, in the church of God, the glory of God is being obscured and
man is becoming more and more exalted. If we are people of God we
must return to the spirit of Coram Deo. The person of Coram Deo has
only one criterion, “right or not right before God,” and “what is right be—
fore God,” by which everything is judged.
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Reading Insight

Because God's grace was with David until the end, David re-
pented and restored his relationship with God. But God has
clearly demonstrated His providence to let the price of sin be
paid even for those repented sins.

53 Lord Jesus, | Long to Be Perfectly Whole
2 Samuel 12:7-15a 2 Samuel 12

7 Nathan said to David, “You are the man! Thus says the
LORD, the God of Israel, ‘I anointed you king over Israel,
and I delivered you out of the hand of Saul.

8 And I gave you your master’s house and your master’s
wives into your arms and gave you the house of Israel and of
Judah. And if this were too little, | would add to you as much
more.

2 Why have you despised the word of the LORD, to do what
is evil in his sight? You have struck down Uriah the Hittite
with the sword and have taken his wife to be your wife and
have killed him with the sword of the Ammonites.

10 Now therefore the sword shall never depart from your
house, because you have despised me and have taken the
wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife.’

11 Thus says the LORD, ‘Behold, I will raise up evil against
you out of your own house. And I will take your wives be-
fore your eyes and give them to your neighbor, and he shall
lie with your wives in the sight of this sun.

12 For you did it secretly, but I will do this thing before all Is-
rael and before the sun.’”

13 David said to Nathan, “T have sinned against the LORD.”
And Nathan said to David, “The LORD also has put away
your sin; you shall not die.

14 Nevertheless, because by this deed you have utterly
scorned the LORD, the child who is born to you shall die.”

15 Then Nathan went to his house.
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Our fingers pointing at sinners
are always pointing at others,
but who are the sinners who
really need to be judged before
God? (w. 5, 7)
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David had to pay the price for
his sins even after repenting of
his sins and receiving forgive—
ness. What penalty was given
to David for his sin? (vv. 10-14)

God Moment
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Someone allegedly sent threatening messages via text message to
an unspecified number of people. “I know what you did last night. If
you don’t send the money to the account I'm specifying now, I'll tell
your family and everyone around you what happened last night.” |
thought, “Who would send money in response to this threat?” but a lot
of people actually sent money. No one is completely free from all sin.
Even if you think that you have deceived the eyes of man and achieved
a perfect crime, you cannot deceive the eyes of God.

God knew everything about David’s sins, disciplined him for his sins
when he repented and forgave them. He said that the sword would
never leave David’s house, that David’s wives would lie with others in a
hundred weeks, and that David’s son would die because of his infideli-
ty. Accordingly, David's sons killed others and killed one another, and
David’s third son, Absalom, rebelled to kill his father and usurp his
kingship. Absalom, who had cast out his father and entered the king's
palace, slept with his father David’s concubines in broad daylight in
front of others, and the child born of an affair between David and Bath—
sheba eventually died. It was God’s providence to make us realize what
the penalty for our sins was so that we would never sin again.
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Reading Insight

Starting with Absalom’s murder of his half-brother Amnon, the
vicious cycle of David’s religious and ethical crimes is beginning.
God’s inevitable discipline for David’s transgression, which Na-
than foretold, began to be fulfilled.

53 Pass Me Not, O Gentle Saviour
2 Samuel 13:30-39 2 Samuel 13

30 While they were on the way, news came to David, “Absa-
lom has struck down all the king’s sons, and not one of them
isleft.”

31 Then the king arose and tore his garments and lay on the
earth. And all his servants who were standing by tore their
garments.

32 But Jonadab the son of Shimeah, David’s brother, said,
“Let not my lord suppose that they have killed all the young
men, the king’s sons, for Amnon alone is dead. For by the
command of Absalom this has been determined from the
day he violated his sister Tamar.

33 Now therefore let not my lord the king so take it to heart as
to suppose that all the king’s sons are dead, for Amnon alone
isdead.”

34 But Absalom fled. And the young man who kept the watch
lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, many people were
coming from the road behind him by the side of the moun-
tain.

35 And Jonadab said to the king, “Behold, the king’s sons
have come; as your servant said, so it has come about.”

36 And as soon as he had finished speaking, behold, the
king’s sons came and lifted up their voice and wept. And the
king also and all his servants wept very bitterly.

37 But Absalom fled and went to Talmai the son of Ammi-
hud, king of Geshur. And David mourned for his son day af-
ter day.

38 So Absalom fled and went to Geshur, and was there three
years.

39 And the spirit of the king longed to go out to Absalom, be-
cause he was comforted about Amnon, since he was dead.
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Why did David become angry
when he heard of Amnon’s
molestation and did not follow
up? What was the fundamental
reason for David’s wailing upon
learning of Absalom’s murder?
(vv. 21, 36)
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How can | rebuke and repri—
mand someone who commits
the same mistake | did?
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How Conscious Are You of God?
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We need to be afraid and tense before God. Although we are afraid
and conscious of the gaze and judgment of others, man cannot contin—
uously examine me 24/7, much less know my heart and mind. Human
beings are good at wrapping and disguising themselves with their in—
tended words and actions. There is a saying that you should not be
fooled by women with makeup beauty, lighting beauty, and surgical
beauty. So | say, “Let’s not be fooled by makeup beauty, let’s look again
at lighting beauty, and let’s check a face for surgical beauty.”

We can avoid and deceive people. However, Psalm 121:4 says, “God
does not rest or slumber, but watches over me,” making it clear that
God knows all my heart and mind. \WWe may be judged by others as be-
ing better than who we really are by our intended words and actions,
but God searches our minds and hearts, grasps our essence through
those thoughts and hearts, and evaluates us with these minds and
hearts. Can a person who does not fear and be conscious of this God
be a Christian? As God’s people, Christians must be conscious of God
and fearful of God, willing to do according to God’s words and to live by
the standards He has set.



L= AL
I-l EEO'I, O:"‘I‘ I:IJ_'-l' I-7}'“ LS ARz
Journaling with Jesus OIS MZIHSL TR
252| At Thanks Note AT FrstPrayer
24t Reading & QT

F 22 One Word

EE=7 |5 One Prayer

*otLlE ] 0K, Y419] 02 God's heart & your heart

M2 2l8ll For Walking with Jesus

* 22 O 70|, H2| Taking it deeper, further

facebook @7/5 9502

512 S0 U5S T 0 SHHs
0123} 421, ML, ZEIS AJZiol TOjER) ¢/
AHEX| 7IZBHIAIS.

Today’s Mission Cleared Sticker |




2]

2023 APR

22U Fri

Bl oz
A5t

Reap What You Sow

(LI Opening Prayer

FH YSolaA.
F9| 50| EALfOICE,
Lord, Speak.

Your Servant is Listening

950/ 9, 013 FH

Doing & Being for Today

98

2
o3
~

0 |1

0x 4u o
fn rol e ri
DI'U
|o
Hu

™~
o
°

[

ujo
A

0|1 J== LIfolAH LAF0] Q2| SM= Qlaf of
=0t} OtHA| Chsdtt StoliohA| EIAZLICE 2oLt F

BlE ofoliet SAis YEEC| BHH0l2t= HISS ot

4l

tol
~
- =

53 M522%(S269%) AUt L A

=

ARG 14:25-33 ARG 14

252 o] ATl 7h2 oA PE dol ofFHHEo® A
Al 3= A glley de bRy AR

2619 el elo] 5A9m 2 dgvict Zigkon] 10 o
2] 92 712 tfo] 1712 Sok = 19] efelo] 0] 4
22 o] Ado| e}

7Qro] o} S A7h g St 2 Rold ol o] S2 o}
wole} i gFo] o} Bt olgjet

289PAFE o] ofe) 52t o] 9loF] o A2 L 1
A B on g

20911 0] a9ke Sl e Sto] HakEo] agtol
AFehg 1) 2.2 J0]A] 2.4 ohjsti & o] o]
1] 9.4 ohfahxjet

2094 0] 27]9] 5ol ol2¥) 1t agte] o] uj
W 240l 9131 77] Bt glou] P £ A=t s
ehoPEo] B 50] 1o 2S UgEY

31 99ko] oL} QHE0] 0.2 714 Toj ]2 of
A5to] U] % 5ol Uh ol &2 AHLk 5]

29pArg 0] A%l sk U7t 9do] A A
B U olel2 Qeki Hek AL S 9l By of
27l 312 ojAsto] Ut 1ol Soter Higlite]
7o)tk 7)o} gl ol WA hgkoelolet 5t 3
o|Zet oAl U/t U StolF $o AFS B 4 WA
ste U7k ke 2174 9].08l 9] Lh Fol Al Ao g2
UetsheAet

32 991o0] 7l LpoprA] 101 of o o] AUEL 3
1) 17} 97l o} 21 ol 4 22 2 o tho] 1ofA

At o] PUEI YL WU



Reading Insight

After killing Amnon, Absalom fled to Geshul. With Joab’s in-
tercession, Absalom was able to return home. However, when
Absalom returned without true remorse and repentance, he
repeated the circle of tragedy by committing treason.

£ Why Not Believe, My Brother
2 Samuel 14:25-33 2 Samuel 14

25 Now in all Israel there was no one so much to be praised
for his handsome appearance as Absalom. From the sole of
his foot to the crown of his head there was no blemish in him.

26 And when he cut the hair of his head (for at the end of ev-
ery year he used to cut it; when it was heavy on him, he cut
it), he weighed the hair of his head, two hundred shekels by
the king’s weight.

27 There were born to Absalom three sons, and one daughter
whose name was Tamar. She was a beautiful woman.

28 So Absalom lived two full years in Jerusalem, without
coming into the king’s presence.

29 Then Absalom sent for Joab, to send him to the king, but
Joab would not come to him. And he sent a second time, but
Joab would not come.

30 Then he said to his servants, “See, Joab’s field is next to
mine, and he has barley there; go and set it on fire.” So Absa-
lom’s servants set the field on fire.

31 Then Joab arose and went to Absalom at his house and
said to him, “Why have your servants set my field on fire?”

32 Absalom answered Joab, “Behold, I sent word to you,
‘Come here, that I may send you to the king, to ask, “Why
have I come from Geshur? It would be better for me to be
there still.” Now therefore let me go into the presence of the
king, and if there is guilt in me, lethim put me to death.””

33 Then Joab went to the king and told him, and he sum-
moned Absalom. So he came to the king and bowed himself
on his face to the ground before the king, and the king kissed
Absalom.

Engaging with Words
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What evidence is there that
Absalom didn’t have true re-
pentance? (v. 32)
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David’s sympathy for his son
without seeking justice caused
tragedy. What was the result?
(v. 33)
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Everyone or every organization has a rival or an enemy. Who do you
think is Nike’s —the super power in the sporting goods in the world -
enemy? Many might consider Adidas, New Balance or similar compa-
nies to be their rival. Interestingly, Nike considers Nintendo their rival or
enemy.

It is because Nintendo took teenagers away from sports. Young peo-
ple were the main clients for their products but young people are
spending more time playing video games instead of playing sports.
Nike needed different strategies to lure young people to go outdoors
and play active sports. The reason Nike became the biggest sporting
goods company was they had the ability to identify the market situation
and accurately respond to the conundrum they faced.

To be faithful Christians, we have to accurately diagnose the thing
that lures us into the life of sin and leads us to disobey God. We have
to develop spiritual weapons to face that battle. David didn’t recognize
the internal enemy that prevented him from understanding the will of
God. His love and sympathy for his son allowed Absalom to get away
with his sin which later allowed Absalom to recommit treason.
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Reading Insight

Nathan’s prophecy was that Absalom would commit treason
and take his father’s concubines. It was fully realized. These
painful consequences became the catalytic moments to bring
spiritual repentance and renewal for David.

53 Lead, Kindly Light, Amid the Encircling Gloom
2 Samuel 16:5-14 2 Samuel 15-16

5When King David came to Bahurim, there came out a man
of the family of the house of Saul, whose name was Shimei,
the son of Gera, and as he came he cursed continually.

6 And he threw stones at David and at all the servants of King
David, and all the people and all the mighty men were on his
right hand and on his left.

7 And Shimei said as he cursed, “Get out, get out, you man of
blood, you worthless man!

8 The LORD has avenged on you all the blood of the house
of Saul, in whose place you have reigned, and the LORD has
given the kingdom into the hand of your son Absalom. See,
your evil is on you, for you are a man of blood.”

9 Then Abishai the son of Zeruiah said to the king, “Why
should this dead dog curse my lord the king? Let me go over
and take offhis head.”

10 But the king said, “What have I to do with you, you sons
of Zeruiah? If he is cursing because the LORD has said to
him, ‘Curse David,” who then shall say, “Why have you done
s0?””

11 And David said to Abishai and to all his servants, “Be-
hold, my own son seeks my life; how much more now may

this Benjaminite! Leave him alone, and let him curse, for the
LORD has told him to.

12 [t may be that the LORD will look on the wrong done to
me, and that the LORD will repay me with good for his curs-
ing today.”

13 So David and his men went on the road, while Shimei
went along on the hillside opposite him and cursed as he
went and threw stones at him and flung dust.

14 And the king, and all the people who were with him, ar-
rived weary at the Jordan. And there he refreshed himself.

Engaging with Words
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What is the fundamental rea—
son why David was able to
overcome all the challenges
and tribulations? (15:24-25)
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(16:10-11)

Can you confess your sins
honestly and sincerely and
humbly accept the conse-
quences of your sins without
complaining? (16:10-11)
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David ordered that the Ark of the Covenant be returned to Jerusalem
when he was fleeing from the city. The Ark, the symbol of God'’s holy
presence, was separated from King David. Men’s sin resulted in the
separation from God. When it happened, David had to experience ex—
treme humiliation, suffering and hardship. However, David showed his
firm confidence that he can return to Jerusalem and to the Ark. When
David acknowledged his sin and repented of his sins, he was able to
return to Jerusalem. David was separated from God because of his
sins, but his repentance brought him back to God’s Ark and Jerusalem.
God allowed David to come back.

Sin brings separation and separation accompanies suffering and hu-
miliation. At the same time, repentance brings restoration and resto—
ration brings return to God. This is the fulfillment of God'’s grace.

Human beings live with very convenient logic to justify their needs.
When it comes to adultery, people will say, “If | do it, it is love and if
others do it, it is adultery.” People have extraordinary skills of justifying
their sins and making a mountain out of a molehill.
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Reading Insight

Hushai advised against Absalom’s men and David was able to
retreat and reassess their situation. God’s eyes were focused
on David and God’s protection and guidance kept David safe.

&3 O Blessed Thought

2 Samuel 17:5-14 2 Samuel 17

5 Then Absalom said, “Call Hushai the Archite also, and let
us hear what he has to say.”

6 And when Hushai came to Absalom, Absalom said to him,
“Thus has Ahithophel spoken; shall we do as he says? If not,
you speak.”

7 Then Hushai said to Absalom, “This time the counsel that
Ahithophel has given is not good.”

8 Hushai said, “You know that your father and his men are
mighty men, and that they are enraged,like a bear robbed of
her cubs in the field. Besides, your father is expert in war; he
will not spend the night with the people.

2 Behold, even now he has hidden himself in one of the pits
or in some other place. And as soon as some of the people
fall at the first attack, whoever hears it will say, ‘There has
been a slaughter among the people who follow Absalom.’

10 Then even the valiant man, whose heart is like the heart
of a lion, will utterly melt with fear, for all Israel knows that
your father is a mighty man, and that those who are with him
are valiant men.

11 But my counsel is that all Israel be gathered to you, from
Dan to Beersheba, as the sand by the sea for multitude, and
that you go to battle in person.

12 So we shall come upon him in some place where he is to
be found, and we shall light upon him as the dew falls on the
ground, and of him and all the men with him not one will be left.

13 [f he withdraws into a city, then all Israel will bring ropes
to that city, and we shall drag it into the valley, until not even
apebble is to be found there.”

14 And Absalom and all the men of Israel said, “The counsel of
Hushai the Archite is better than the counsel of Ahithophel.”For
the LORD had ordained to defeat the good counsel of Ahitho-
phel, so that the LORD might bring harm upon Absalom.

Engaging with Words

M A
YZ 402

BtMHre] REAH OfFs|=#o| Cf
O Z30f HARMH 224 20l
2 ofC]of| UASTR? (3F)
Why was Ahithophel, Bath—
sheba’s grandfather, obsessed
with David’s death? (v. 3)
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God’s providence surpassed
men’s power and wisdom.
How was His plan revealed
during this time? (v. 14)

God Moment

111



of OrAA

st LS one Word
ZY ] 10| S4o17| ot
2 FMStUZRS
EYBUC

3|9} ANAXIE 2[5t 7|
Prayer for Churches & Pastors

MLieze]us], F718(0K)
QSYBORKINUANIA Y], AFLr(OK)

HTO|Jh, 742, TS Yat 7|z

o, L0,

112

A4 919] 42 Voices rrom THE HiLe

L} =2 =23 HOl FAl= oiLE
God Wiped Away My Tears
OfLIES T= At2| QM0 B2 Aot 5iF, J2|1 = Q15 Azt

5
S0 QAKX Rp410f IZ 27HotH SHtES 2AX[ot= ASHAH 242
St AXM7tE Y ZYULICL olLfE2 MM OS2 Z2H =
=

HE L £0| 228 HOFALS UL Q27 L Li2t2 HLt 5ol Lt
2ol AB1A 201t OBS 20| 72 1 =AM BS EES SagEU

TR [t 1 0] oM HIX} 2HZE, 33 ZHE 182 70H ==

S AYLIC StH|7} g1 Th E HEH|7} §li A&H| 7t GlojA
Y=ot =2 SXS AYLILL 3Y O3 7L A2t i1, HEo|
PIoiA 2IYS ot S O] 8F 3 28 R YUOIA AV Bfaft &
B 0| "LH7} OZA &34 0|21 ALY 27| S AYLICE F0| Ot
I H0| S0k =0] Yl 20| S0M HA: 7HX| ZolH Feto| 1
& E2f2 S O, Li7H 2 O A OfFH| AOL0F 5t=7Fotl =

i=]
H
n
=
5=
Pal
ol
ol
i)
rir
Hr
2 Mo
o Mo
0 4>
H1
30
-1 O
-
il
|
A
I
uy
HlI
=2
rir
i=]
Ha

Believers are not exempt from mistakes, failures, challenges or tribu—
lations. For the ones who fully trust the Lord and repent of their sins,
these are only the path that life passes through.

God is our Father who wipes away our tears of pain. \We have shed
so many tears and we have seen tears from our people as we experi—
ence the life of immigrants. The complication of obtaining visas, going
through the process to get legal residency, and not being able to pay
the college tuition, rent or food afflicted us. It pained us terribly when
we were sick but couldn’t go to the doctor because we couldn’t afford
to pay. We wailed, lamenting, “Why did | come to this foreign country
and suffer like this?”

Some of you can testify that all of that has passed and are now
memories of the past. Some of you, however, are still experiencing it. |
encourage you to remember that even in the most difficult troubles and
challenges our God has prepared the victorious future for you and you
can have hope in it. God wipes our tears of pain and sorrow away and
He will turn the tears of sorrow into joy and thanksgiving.
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Reading Insight

Abaslom’s treason was a disastrous tragedy that failed and also
marred David’s kingdom. Both David and Absalom were sinners
before God, but their endings were completely different based
on their choice of repentance or rebellion.

53 We Shall Be Like Him
2 Samuel 18:9-18 2 Samuel 18

2 And Absalom happened to meet the servants of David. Ab-
salom was riding on his mule, and the mule went under the
thick branches of a great oak,and his head caught fast in the
oak, and he was suspended between heaven and earth, while
the mule that was under him went on.

10 And a certain man saw it and told Joab, “Behold, I saw
Absalom hanging in an oak.”

11 Joab said to the man who told him, “What, you saw him!
Why then did you not strike him there to the ground? I would
have been glad to give you ten pieces of silver and a belt.”

12 But the man said to Joab, “Even if I felt in my hand the
weight of a thousand pieces of silver, I would not reach out
my hand against the king’s son, for in our hearing the king
commanded you and Abishai and Ittai, ‘For my sake protect
the young man Absalom.’

13 On the other hand, if I had dealt treacherously against his
life (and there is nothing hidden from the king), then you
yourself would have stood aloof.”

14 Joab said, “I will not waste time like this with you.” And
he took three javelins in his hand and thrust them into the
heart of Absalom while he was still alive in the oak.

15 And ten young men, Joab’s armor-bearers, surrounded
Absalom and struck him and killed him.

16 Then Joab blew the trumpet, and the troops came back
from pursuing Israel, for Joab restrained them.

17 And they took Absalom and threw him into a great pit in
the forest and raised over him a very great heap of stones.
And all Israel fled every one to his own home.

18 Now Absalom in his lifetime had taken and set up for him-
self the pillar that is in the King’s Valley, for he said, “I have
no son to keep my name in remembrance.” He called the pil-
lar after his own name, and it is called Absalom’s monument
to this day.

Engaging with Words
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Absalom’s signature long and
voluptuous hair led him to
death. What lesson do we
learn from this? (vv. 9, 14)
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Both David and Absalom were
involved in murder. However,
why did they experience dif-
ferent consequences?

God Moment

115



St Ok

st LS one Word
ZY ] 10| S4o17| ot
2 FMStUZRS
ETELC

3|9} ANAXIE 2[5t 7|
Prayer for Churches & Pastors

116

A4 919] 42 Voices rrom THE HiLe

L= 78 SR

Who Do | Look Like?

Mot AlFE2 M2 FORLICE Q0| 0= FH0| “SAH, A
OIel SFUAOLI"2t= TS BHH0| ASLICEL 3R VIR E2 032z
Off 2UXt3H DIAS HFT "2, HOQl =717" EU=H|, SHRE HER
NS S50 2HEE 20170 SERSUC “EfZI0rRl” LIS EfXIOH &
AT oh= FUELCH O 2012 AR0| AUSUC T Fof| A7t ST
ST, BEIOF St B Xli= HHOIAS U,

ME2 280 A2 A0 HHE F7 IS HELICE
XELIE? A2 Arotl 2U7|S Hots Atghdt 234
A 0 HSLICEL JZECHE Wt T2 Shtgat of g
122 H1 =287|S B, URILY SiLHER olES W tofl
QU= TAIL ke B7H| SFRACHH, LIOAIM StLtES| Se0] LIEHY
= 1A §7|7H S7{0F 5t Z0| et UYJLICE Tt A=
otLtE A0l £Z X2 AS0IAXITE 20 0]01K= 252 #S A2
Ho| ERtEULE. T2 StLEH EHAM5| SN YAE2 27K of
LI'EOl R0l =HE RS UL Al2ots ofLtEol ®dS HAt UH Tl
1t SHLEES| S2AS ENHK| AHYE ALE2 6| L2 429 20t A
EABUC. 2= W QAL 9510 &2 250N U O+ES &

J2|ALEQI0] &L

i
rir
4r
4

o Ml

30
|

o -
g}
roro 2 44 o @ mo

s

)

==

orc gon
1jo
>

—

A

rlo

People who are in love start to resemble each other. A long time ago,
a young man said to me, “Pastor, you look like a celebrity!” It made me
happy and with a big and kind smile on my face, | asked “Oh yeah?
Who?” “Tae JinAhl” His answer made me sad and | wasn't happy with
that answer. As if that wasn't enough, another young man right next to
him enthusiastically agreed by clapping his hands with a laugh, “That’s
right, Tae JinAh.” Oh, now | liked that kid less.

We want to resemble respected and successful people. Who do you
look like? It is said that if a person spends enough time with the person
he/she honors and respects, the follower will look more like that hon—
orable person.

Consequently, if | love God and Jesus with all my heart and if | serve
our God as my Lord faithfully and want to be more like Jesus, | should
bear a resemblance of God and | should have the fragrance of Jesus.
David and Absalom were both sinners but their attitudes towards sins
were completely different. David wholeheartedly repented but Absa—
lom completely rebelled against God’s will. And the end of their journey
was the complete opposite.

Are you emulating Jesus so that your character and actions show Je—
sus clearly?
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Reading Insight

David was saddened over the death of Absalom. His response
could bring division among the community of Israelites who
overcame the rebellions. The first priority of a leader is to actu-
alize God'’s justice.

£ When the Morning Breaks Anew
2 Samuel 19:1-8a 2 Samuel 19

11t was told Joab, “Behold, the king is weeping and mourn-
ing for Absalom.”

2 So the victory that day was turned into mourning for all the
people, for the people heard that day, “The king is grieving
for hisson.”

3 And the people stole into the city that day as people steal in
who are ashamed when they flee in battle.

4 The king covered his face, and the king cried with a loud
voice, “O my son Absalom, O Absalom, my son, my son!”

5 Then Joab came into the house to the king and said, “You
have today covered with shame the faces of all your ser-
vants, who have this day saved your life and the lives of your
sons and your daughters and the lives of your wives and your
concubines,

6 because you love those who hate you and hate those who
love you. For you have made it clear today that command-
ers and servants are nothing to you, for today I know that if
Absalom were alive and all of us were dead today, then you
would be pleased.

7 Now therefore arise, go out and speak kindly to your ser-
vants, for [ swear by the LORD, if you do not go, not a man
will stay with you this night, and this will be worse for you
than all the evil that has come upon you from your youth un-
tilnow.”

8 Then the king arose and took his seat in the gate. And the
people were all told, “Behold, the king is sitting in the gate.”
And all the people came before the king.

Engaging with Words
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What kind of impact do the
misjudgments and wrongdoing
of God’s chosen have upon the
community? (vv. 2-3)
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David embraced people who
even rebelled against him. Can
you put aside your personal
feelings and intention for the
glory of God?

God Moment
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After World War II, a small ferry carrying people from all around the
world faced a crisis of engine failure while sailing the Atlantic Ocean.
The captain ran to the passenger cabin and shouted that they needed
to lessen the weight of the ferry in order to save everyone else. Unfor—
tunately, three volunteers had to sacrifice their lives to decrease the
weight of the ferry. The first volunteer was an American who threw
himself into the sea shouting, “God Bless America.” The second was a
German shouting, “Heil Hitler.” The third one was a Korean who shout-
ed, “Long live, Korea” three times and kicked a Japanese man into the
sea.

Everyone has their own identity related to their gender, family origin,
nationality, career, job title and social status. What is the first and fore—
most identity we as Christian will claim? It is “people of God” who be—-
long to God. The people of God whom God has chosen would not fol-
low criteria of this world. The chosen one of God would discern God’s
will and follow God’s command whatever it might be. Do you live the
life of a chosen one who follows Christ’s call?
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Reading Insight

Judah and the 10 tribes of Northern Israel had conflicts over the
dominant power of David’s return to Jerusalem caused by the
rebel Sheba. The selfish disobedience of the Israelites brought
the tragic consequence of a split between Judah and Israel.

J9 Have You Been to Jesus for the Cleansing Pow'r?

2 Samuel 20:1-3, 14-22 2 Samuel 20-21

1 Now there happened to be there a worthless man, whose name
was Sheba, the son of Bichri, a Benjaminite. And he blew the trum-
pet and said, “We have no portion in David, and we have no inheri-

1

tance in the son of Jesse; every man to his tents, O Israel!

280 all the men of Israel withdrew from David and followed Sheba
the son of Bichri. But the men of Judah followed their king stead-
fastly from the Jordan to Jerusalem.

3 And David came to his house at Jerusalem. And the king took the
ten concubines whom he had left to care for the house and put them
in a house under guard and provided for them, but did not go in to
them. So they were shut up until the day of their death, living as if in
widowhood.

14 And Sheba passed through all the tribes of Israel to Abel of Beth-
maacah, and all the Bichrites assembled and followed him in.

15 And all the men who were with Joab came and besieged him in
Abel of Beth-maacah. They cast up a mound against the city, and it
stood against the rampart, and they were battering the wall to throw
itdown.

16 Then a wise woman called from the city, “Listen! Listen! Tell
Joab, ‘Come here, that  may speak to you.””

17 And he came near her, and the woman said, “Are you Joab?”” He
answered, “I am.” Then she said to him, “Listen to the words of
your servant.” And he answered, “I am listening.”

18 Then she said, “They used to say in former times, ‘Let them but
ask counsel at Abel,” and so they settled a matter.

19T am one of those who are peaceable and faithful in Israel. You
seek to destroy a city that is a mother in Israel. Why will you swal-
low up the heritage of the LORD?”

20 Joab answered, “Far be it from me, far be it, that I should swal-
low up or destroy!

21 That is not true. But a man of the hill country of Ephraim, called
Sheba the son of Bichri, has lifted up his hand against King Da-
vid. Give up him alone, and I will withdraw from the city.” And the
woman said to Joab, “Behold, his head shall be thrown to you over
the wall.”

22 Then the woman went to all the people in her wisdom. And they
cut off the head of Sheba the son of Bichri and threw it out to Joab.
So he blew the trumpet, and they dispersed from the city, every
man to his home. And Joab returned to Jerusalem to the king.

Engaging with Words
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What is the implication of the
actions of the Israglite tribes
who were forgiven for their aid
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Is God for you a Mighty One
who receives your complete
gratitude and obedience? Or
do you repeat conditional grat-
itude and complaints?
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A cat can be hostile to you if you were kind to it 10 times but unkind
only once. Dogs are different. A dog is super loyal to its owner even
though you were only kind to it once but unkind 10 times. | would like
to be a dog-like pastor. In my relationships with other clergy, with my
congregants and with my family, | can remain faithful and loyal to them
no matter what. Also my congregants can be dog-like in terms of the
relationship with their pastor, among themselves and in other relation—
ships. If the church becomes dog-like, we will only remember the
times when we were treated well with kindness by others and this will
be a great model of heaven with which God would be pleased.

Dogs never expect additional kindness from their owners when it
stays loyal to the owner. Only one case of kindness from the owner is
sufficient for a dog to remain loyal. What is complete obedience and
loyalty to our God? It should be an expression of loyalty to God for the
amazing saving grace not from the calculated expectation of receiving
another favor. The one and only saving grace can be the sole reason for
our complete obedience and loyalty to God. When | promised my con—
gregation that | would be a “dog-like pastor,” they also responded that
they would be “dog-like congregants.” This is how our church be-
comes a “dog-like church” together.
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Reading Insight

Here we can find the presence of God who paid attention to the
cry of him who seeks salvation from God through his personal
relationship with God. God is the source of the might, the pow-
er and the wisdom of a righteous person who can conquer this
world.

£ To the Hills | Lift Mine Eyes (&) Lte] 30| =X 05 2t0]
2 Samuel 22:1-7 2 Samuel 22

1 And David spoke to the LORD the words of this song on
the day when the LORD delivered him from the hand of all
his enemies, and from the hand of Saul.

2 He said, “The LORD is my rock and my fortress and my
deliverer,

3 my God, my rock, in whom I take refuge, my shield, and
the horn of my salvation, my stronghold and my refuge, my
savior; you save me from violence.

41 call upon the LORD, who is worthy to be praised, and I
am saved from my enemies.

5 “For the waves of death encompassed me, the torrents of
destruction assailed me;

6 the cords of Sheol entangled me; the snares of death con-
fronted me.

7 “In my distress I called upon the LORD; to my God I
called. From his temple he heard my voice, and my cry came
to his ears.

Engaging with Words
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Who was God to David (vv.
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What would the life of a per—
son look like whose source of
might and power is only God?
(wv. 21-28)
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We have had more homeless people recently. We can often spot el-
derly homeless Korean men and women in Koreatown nowadays.
About 20 years ago, when | saw an elderly homeless Korean woman
who was begging, | was completely shocked. My heart was broken to
imagine that she also came to the U.S. with a dream to raise her chil-
dren well to become a doctor or a lawyer, but now she was deserted
and homeless. She would have never imagined that she would have
become homeless when she first came to the U.S. Nobody expects to
become homeless. We never know what will happen to us tomorrow.
In fact, it is not even just tomorrow we do not know, but we do not
know what will happen to us in the next hour or even 10 minutes.
Therefore, we cannot be confident that we live in this world only with
our own might and power.

Who has your back? If only God has your back, you do not have to be
anxious about anything, since you do not need anyone else to watch
your back. Humans have no guaranteed future, not even for one hour
or even for 10 minutes. We only live for that given moment. If God has
our backs, our lives are guaranteed with the promise of eternal life.
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Reading Insight

David proclaimed the righteous providence of God who accom-
plished His faithfulness even in the midst of David’s sinfulness.
The essence of God’s salvation plan is to transform sinful hu-
manity into the righteous when humans completely obey God'’s
sovereignty.

&3 The Mercy of God Is an Ocean’ Divine

2 Samuel 23:1-7 2 Samuel 23-24

1 Now these are the last words of David: The oracle of Da-
vid, the son of Jesse, the oracle of the man who was raised on
high, the anointed of the God of Jacob, the sweet psalmist of
Israel:

2 “The Spirit of the LORD speaks by me; his word is on my
tongue.

3 The God of Israel has spoken; the Rock of Israel has said
to me: When one rules justly over men, ruling in the fear of
God,

4 he dawns on them like the morning light, like the sun shin-
ing forth on a cloudless morning, like rain that makes grass
to sprout from the earth

5 “For does not my house stand so with God? For he has
made with me an everlasting covenant, ordered in all things
and secure. For will he not cause to prosper all my help and
my desire?

6 But worthless men are all like thorns that are thrown away,
for they cannot be taken with the hand;

7 but the man who touches them arms himself with iron and
the shaft of a spear, and they are utterly consumed with fire.”

Engaging with Words
o r& 03

=20 J3—

Chslo] &2 0120] 7t= FH2
ST0A AUSLIR (2F)
Who had the sovereign own—
ership of David’s life? (23:2)

—

i ofel], LY 442 25, LH 7x |2kt
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Is it myself or God who is the
owner of my life and whose
ownership is revealed in my
words, deeds and life per-
spectives?

God Moment
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Christians become mature through the construction process of
growth and maturity. The point here is not the final completed product,
but the process of ongoing maturity. The process matters in maturity
since it does not happen overnight. Spiritual maturity means to give the
sovereignty of life to God, so God can work in my life. In order for God
to work in my life, | have to empty myself completely. When | empty
my will, my thoughts, my opinions, my judgments and my greed, God
can work in my life with His own will and provision in this empty space.
If we want to have God proclaim His sovereignty in our life, the total
submission of our life is a prerequisite. If | put a post-it here and there
in my life telling God, “Not here! Don't touch my thoughts, do not mess
up my life perspectives, do not make comments on how to raise my
children etc.” it means that | proclaim to God that | am the owner of my
life. If you want to fix your house, you have to give your house to a
handyman to take care of it. It certainly is ugly to see buildings that
stopped construction in the middle of the process due to disputes and
disagreements between the construction managers and the owners.
When God wants to fix our problems and issues, let us not meddle and
argue about what can be and what cannot be. If we try to keep owner—
ship of our lives, the construction will stop and we will remain as de-
serted and ugly buildings. Do you want your spiritual identity to become
a deserted building? Is your life under construction by God?
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(Ilove you, O LORD, my strength).”
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$ 1 for every day, we are planting the church of Jesus Christ!
oAStZta| 3| BE|7HR 5 Nehemiah Project-Church Planting Movement
L3iojok$ 1 2F Mission Fund #IAIOIE htips://go.missionfund.org/kumenehemiah

1.3])E A3 YTk We plant a church at a time
o) S 8| T We prepare for future
SPAA|A o] TAIY T God is leading our way

2atol

O| S22 Online Giving

o8tet $10, $ 20, $ 30, $ 50 per month 0SSR $ 1 perday 0EHEF $ 30 per month

of2{22| 12 S1Z2 st m 3| JHAS floH AFSEILICE
Your $ 1 offering will be used for church planting projects of Korean United Methodist Churches
fgtzelws|o| 0j2iE Fh|sh= Lol AFZELIC
Your offering will support for future of The United Methodist Church.
o H0{3|= English speaking congregation

o CIQIZAIA Multi-ethnic ministry

t012|Z Korean speaking congregation
o XIM|CHS|Z Next generation ministry
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How can we participate into church planting projects for Nehemiah project?

o 71H0f|A £HH| ERILICE, Youmay give as afamily.
o XS} | of e ERILICE, You may share with your children,
o MEFIER SAZEHL|LCE. You would give with your credit card.
+ Lal|0jo} 2SS Sall, HlatM|7 [R2 QLS = USLICE
This gift can be listed as a tax—deductible gift for your tax report.
Mission Fund 2Atol= hitps://go.missionfund.org/kumcnehemiah
SO F HILJA! £ QEL|CE Check payable to Nehemiah Project
3|E MI$= Lalln|oF 2525 Nehemiah Project
P O Box 5553 Englewood NJ 07631 / Email contact : kumcdevotion@gmail.com
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Small

Group
Study

By the Mouth Having Blessed Jesus

53

Hosanna, Loud Hosanna
Oh, How Sweet the Glorious Message
Because He Lives

[]:[j] Opening Discussion

Let’s think about whether my mouth is either an instrument of praise, gratitude and prayer
toward God and Jesus or one of falsehood, complaint and dissatisfaction.

[]:D] Understanding today’s passage

Jesus' suffering began on Palm Sunday when He entered Jerusalem. Believing Jesus to be
the Messiah they had been waiting for, the Jews welcomed Jesus into Jerusalem by wav-
ing palm branches and shouting “Hosanna.” But by not entering on a horse as a conqueror
would enter, but on a colt carrying the burdens of men, Jesus showed that He would be a
suffering servant who would take the yoke of human sin upon himself, suffer and even-
tually be killed. The Jews greeted Jesus as He entered Jerusalem by singing “Hosanna,”
waving palm branches and took off their clothes and laid them in front of Him. This was the
customary act of receiving the king.

What happened just five days after the Jews accepted Jesus as their King? Were they
different people: one group who received Jesus as king when He entered Jerusalem with
the praise of “Hosanna,” and another group who beat and mocked Jesus five days later on
Friday shouting, “Crucify Jesus and kill Him?” No. They were the same people. The Jews
in Jerusalem spit in Jesus’ face and cried out for Him to be crucified with the same mouths
having welcomed him with praises of Hosanna. They slapped and crucified Jesus with the
same hands that had received Him like a king.

We confess ourselves to be sinners who crucified Jesus. | need to know exactly what it
means to be the sinner who crucified Jesus. Think about the time of the crucifixion of Je-
sus. What kind of person would | have been if | had been there? Can you think of yourselves
standing beside Him on the cross, boldly proclaiming that Jesus is the Christ and that He



The First Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage Leviticus 1 Samuel 1:9-18

dies without sin and for our sins alone? | would have been one of the crowd calling for Jesus
to be killed. There is no difference between Jews who cursed and killed Jesus as one and
| who immediately pour out complaints and blame when my desire is not fulfilled even as |
seek Jesus. If | had been present at the crucifixion of Jesus, | would have acted the same
as the crowd. Therefore, | am the sinner who crucified Jesus.

| cannot be a saved Christian without repentance for my sins that led to the crucifixion
of Jesus. Making my mouth an instrument of praise and prayer and my body a temple of
the Holy Spirit, where the Holy Spirit dwells, revealing the fragrance of the living Jesus in
me through my life, words, and deeds should be the life of repentance of the sinner who
crucified Jesus. Repentance is an action, not a word. If | was a sinner who crucified Jesus
before | was born again, then |, who received Jesus and was born again, should be the fra—
grance of Christ, testifying to what kind of person Jesus is through my words, deeds and
life.

[]:D] Into the Word

* How did the Jews’ words and actions toward Jesus change? (vv. 8-9, 27:22-23)

* Does the image of the Jews cursing Jesus show what they expected of Him?

[Dj] Into our life

* Let me confess which is truly me: do | give thanks and praise to Jesus or do | produce
sinful words and deeds.

* How would | have acted if | had been present at Jesus’ crucifixion?

[Dj] Memory Verse | Matthew 21:9

And the crowds that went before him and that followed him were shouting, “Hosanna to
the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the high-
estl”

[Dj] Sharing with your children

Have words of praise and prayer for Jesus ever come out of my mouth together with words
of sin?

151



152

Small

Group
Study

A Roadblock or a Stepping Stone?

53

When | Survey the Wondrous Cross
All for Jesus
Come, Thou Almighty King

[Dj] Opening Discussion

Joseph of Arimathea was a member of the Sanhedrin. He risked his life and reputation to
pay honor to Jesus by burying Jesus in his tomb. \What can you risk for Jesus Christ who
died for your sins?

[Dj] Understanding today’s passage

Joseph of Arimathea, a member of the Sanhedrin which was the supreme council of the
Jews, took Jesus' body and placed it in his tomb. This act could have been considered as
opposing the view of the Sanhedrin. He took the risk of being stripped of all his privileges
and rights and being branded as a traitor, but he was willing to pay the utmost respect to
the body of Jesus. On the other hand, the priests and Pharisees posted guards at the tomb
to prevent Jesus’ disciples from stealing the body of Jesus. They were afraid that the dis—
ciples would claim that Jesus had risen from the dead. Joseph of Arimathea was the one
who prepared for the resurrection of Jesus, and the priests and Pharisees were the ones
who stood in the way of the glory of His resurrection.

Jesus died and was buried in the tomb paying for our hardened and stubborn sinful hearts
that resisted the grace of God. The first thing we should do in front of the crucified body of
Jesus and his tomb is not to justify our sins, but to acknowledge our sins and repent. Ko—
rean churches exert great effort to meet and gather as often as they can: Sunday services,
Wednesday services, morning prayer meetings, and the list goes on. Our churches also
study the Word of God diligently and serve in different areas of church ministry.

But our churches are having a hard time connecting with people outside of the church.
We need creativity and discernment. If our churches can contribute to our community by
knowing the patterns of the world and connecting with them, we can become the stepping
stone and not the roadblock. We, the church, have been the mockery of the community
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as a roadblock. People are laughing at us. We are considered a backward movement. Our
church used to voice our concern about the world but now, ironically, the world is con—
cerned about our churches.

The Korean community raises their voices saying, “How can the church do that? How can
Christians do that?” Are we no longer the vanguards but the laughing stock of the world?
Let’s think about how | and my church are doing right now. Unknowingly, we may become
the roadblock to Christ at my work, home, church and with my neighbors. Am | able to lead
others to Christ and God's heaven? Or because of me are others refusing to accept Christ
and entrance to the Kingdom of God? The Jewish religious leaders prevented the people
from coming to Christ instead of leading them to the Messiah. We the church and Chris-
tians may have done the same by being the stumbling block to Jesus Christ. As Christians,
we need to see how our faith and life are influencing others. Christ sacrificed his life for us
and we should be the true and living sacrifice to build the Kingdom of God. Our church has
to be the strong and unfailing stepping stone for Christ. \When the church comes together
guarded by the Word of God and lives out in faith and prayers, this willbecome possible.

[]:[j] Into the Word

* What status did Joseph of Arimathea consider most important? (v. 57)
* The Jewish leaders prevented people from going to Jesus and they were the roadblock to
Jesus. What should Christ’s followers be in this world? (vv. 62-64)

[]:Ij] Into our life

* Have you ever sacrificed your own interest and given up your own good for the sake of
others or your church?

*Am | a stepping stone to lead people to Christ or a roadblock that causes people to
stumble?

[]:[j] Memory Verse | Matthew 27:57

When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who also
was a disciple of Jesus.

[]:[j] Sharing with your children

\What can you do for Jesus as a disciple of Christ?
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An Honorable Person before God

53

They That Wait Upon the Lord
There’s a Royal Banner
My Jesus, as Thou Wilt

[Dj] Opening Discussion

For the purpose of unifying the kingdom of Israel and envisioning the grand future of Israel,
David accepted Abner who was the commander for King Saul, David's enemy. What kind
of person would God consider using for His purpose?

[Dj] Understanding today’s passage

David hoped that Israel would end the time of conflict and strife to start as a prosperous
nation that reveals the glory of God. David was recognized as a man after God's own heart
and was able to accomplish great things with power and authority. His faith never wavered
and his faith was attributed to his great achievements. He did not desire to be a great man
for the people, but he became a great man for God. David didn’t consider accomplishing
his achievements as the king of Israel, but as a man of God. He always regarded God's will
and providence as the essence of his life rather than his own will, thoughts, judgment, and
assertions. It was only God's good will that led David, not human greed or ambition. When
he honored God'’s will and providence, he was able to restrain his feelings and will even to-
ward his enemies. David did everything according to God'’s will, not his own.

Unlike David, who gave himself first for the glory of God, today’s Christians often give up
their faith easily when confronted with heavy burdens of the world. If any difficulties or
problems arise and if something needs to be adjusted or eliminated, church is compro-
mised first. Instead of going to church twice, it will be once, or serving or going to church
will stop. People start “vacationing” from church. Also, when money is tight, the first thing
people dois stop giving to the church. We need to think about what faith means to us.

Why do Christians first give up and reduce things related to church when their finances are
tight? In the days of the early church and during the Japanese occupation in Korea, Christians
risked their lives to keep their faith and did not give up their faith even if their lives were jeopar—
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dized. For this generation, how many people will stand on God's side to the end of the time?
We need people who can honor God and with whom God is pleased. Israel was a nation
that was chosen by God. But after the days of David and Solomon, their rebellion and dis—
obedience dishonored God and consequently they received God's judgment. When Israel
was unable to fulfill God’s mission, God chose Christians as the new spiritual Israel to re=
place them. | am now a chosen person by God. Do | grow with maturity and do | live as an
honorable person before God? Those who only pay attention to the eyes of the world and
listen only to what people say cannot become the chosen people before God. God choos-
es those who are conscious of the eyes of God and listen to the words of Jesus as His peo-
ple. We must become the “chosen people” who will value and uphold God’s will.

[]:D] Into the Word

*How do we know that David didn’t treat Saul as an enemy but embraced him with
forgiveness and reconciliation? (vv. 13-14)

 Why was the mighty and invincible power and authority of God with David? (8:11-12)

[]:D] Into our life

+ Canyou regard God's will and plan higher than your own emotions and will?

*Have you ever persisted with your thought and volition against God knowing it was
contrary to God's will?

(7] Memory Verse | 2 Samuel 318

Now then bring it about, for the Lord has promised David, saying, “By the hand of my ser—
vant David | will save my people Israel from the hand of the Philistines, and from the hand
of all their enemies.”

[]:D] Sharing with your children

+ Would you be able to obey God by not choosing what you want because you know that
choice would not please God?

*\What would you choose? The things that please you and make you happy? Or the things
that would please and honor God?
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Standing before God

53

Straight is the Gate to Salvation
We've a Story to Tell to the Nations
Come to the Saviour, Make No Delay

[Dj] Opening Discussion

David became arrogant after consecutive victories and the prosperity that followed. This led
him to commit sin with Bathsheba. Do we live with the recognition that we always stand before
God?

[]:D] Understanding today’s passage

The Israelites enjoyed the very best prosperity with God’s grace and power. The fame and
might of the Israelites’ name became prominent, they expanded their land and they possessed
more than before. It was solely from God'’s grace and provision, but David regarded this success
as his own achievement and the consequences of his greatness. This kind of arrogant attitude
made David sin against God. He thought everything was permissible for him and he took Bath-
sheba, the wife of his loyalist, Uriah, and committed adultery. David then committed the murder
of Uriah to hide his sins, not knowing that God watched everything even David’'s most inner
thoughts and plans. David failed to fear God. David forgot that humans always stand bare before
God. David's sin turned the page of Israel’s history. Their heyday was over.

“Coram Deo” in Latin means “before God.” It means standing before God. Coram Deo was the
central life motto for Apostle Paul and other protestants like Calvin. The early protestants fo—
cused on the ministry of Jesus Christ and the apostles of the early churches. This became the
main theme for Christians who want to follow God 365 days a year and 24 hours a day. Coram
Deo should be the measure and standard for all Christians. In many Christians’ lives, we witness
their efforts and focus on Coram Hominibus (before human beings) to appeal and prove their
superiority to others. This secular trend also can be found among clergy and other church lead-
ers to please the powerful figures in the secular world. Sometimes clergy seek to be appointed
to a bigger church or a higher position in order to have more power and authority. Sometimes,
congregants seek to take leadership positions in their churches. If they do not get what they
want, they argue with others or leave. If you want to have certain positions and titles in church,
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you tend to show your loyalty and obedience to clergy, and this produces the wrong kind of
Christians. Let us remember that we seek recognition from God, not recognition from humans.
Some Christians express extra awe when they approach the altar or around the cross and try to
behave differently. Some congregants want to take off their shoes when they enter the altar.
Please know that the cross, the altar and the pulpit are mere wooden pieces and only part of
the church building. What good is it if we behave totally differently when we step out of church
with the mindset of “Coram Hominibus” and forget “Coram Deo?” What good is it if we are not
reluctant to behave shamefully outside of church but suddenly behave holy when we stepin the
church building? This is a picture of idol worship of the cross and the altar. Let us confess our sin
for worshiping the wrong idols of clergy and church building when we focus on “Coram Homini-
bus.” May we stop the sin of discarding the glory of God by worshiping the idols of human clergy
and church building. We need to go back to the Coram Deo spirit. As Coram Deo Christians,
we should use the criteria in all our decisions of “Is it right before God or not?” “What is the right
thing to do before God?”

[]:D] Into the Word

+\What was the main cause of the sin and corruption of David, the great king of Israel who builta
dynasty based on God's reign? (v. 1)

+ What are the characteristics of sinfulness that God commands us to not even imitate a taint of sin? (vv.
8,13, 15)

[]:D] Into our life

* Have you ever done anything with a mindset that “| am standing before God?”

+ Canyou put the criteria, “What would Jesus do?” on your everyday words and deeds?

[]:[j] Memory Verse | 2 Samuel 11:11

Uriah said to David, “The ark and Israel and Judah dwell in booths, and my lord Joab and the
servants of my lord are camping in the open field. Shall | then go to my house, to eat and to drink
and to lie with my wife? As you live, and as your soul lives, | will not do this thing.”

[Dj] Sharing with your children

Do you believe that God watches everything you think, do and say?
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The Sovereignty of My Life

53

I've Found a Friend
The Mercy of God is an Ocean’ Divine
O Lord, My Strength

[]:[j] Opening Discussion

Was my mind and will the criterion for judging and deciding what to do in my life and in my
daily life, or God's will and word?

[]:D] Understanding today’s passage

At the end of his reign, David reflects on the past and acknowledges God's righteous prov—-
idence in faithfully fulfilling the promised covenant despite his crimes. David had a weak
human appearance and could not escape the limitations of a sinner, but God was always
with him because he completely acknowledged God's sovereignty over all of his life. The
essence that leads sinners to righteousness is complete submission to God's sovereignty.
Christians are completed as a result of the processes of growth and maturation. Maturity is
the process of achieving perfection. The process of continuous growth is more important
than the conclusion of completion. Maturity is an ongoing process. It does not occur over—
night. Spiritual maturity is granting God, the owner of my life, the authority to work within
me. | must completely empty myself in order for God to work within me. Only by emptying
our minds, wills, assertions, judgments, and greed and inviting God into an empty room
can God fully work within us according to His will and providence. If you have made God
your master in me, you must empty me completely so that God may rule from head to toe.
Labeling things and saying, “Don’t touch my thoughts; don't get involved in my values; and
don't talk about children’s problems” is a declaration to God that | am still my own master.
If you want to construct a completely new house, you must completely vacate the house
and give it to the construction manager. It is very unappealing to see buildings whose con—
struction has been halted due to various problems and disputes during new building con-
struction. When God is trying to fix me here and there to build me, | intervene and say, “This
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is this, that is that, this is not working, and that is not working.” It's possible.

God began the process of shaping us into godly men who do good for God. God leads be-
lievers from justification to sanctification, and finally to Christian glorification, for their salva-
tion. When we recognize that we are sinners, repent of our sins, and confess Jesus as our
Savior, we are transformed from sinners to righteous. Sanctification is the process by which
our justified life is transformed into a holy life that resembles Jesus. God transforms us into
perfect Christians and glorious beings who enter the kingdom of heaven through the sanc-
tification process. The process of God completely transforming us is the process of our lives
as believers, so that we who have been justified by faith in Jesus can achieve Christian per—
fection through the process of sanctification and enjoy the splendor of heaven. My desires
and thoughts should not be reflected in the building that God is constructing. Only when |
give up all control over the construction of my life to God will He lead me into a glorious life.
Those who seek God's blessings must completely surrender themselves to Him right now.

[]:D] Into the Word
+\Who had the sovereignty to lead David's life? (23:2)

+Who and what kind of life does the thorn tree thrown away from God symbolize? (vv. 6-7)

[Dj] Into our life

*What is wrong with the essence of my life if there are more things for which my prayers
are notanswered?

*|s God or myself revealed as my master through my words and actions, my lifestyle, and
my values and beliefs?

(7] Memory Verse | 2 Samuel 23:2

The Spirit of the Lord speaks by me; his word is on my tongue.

[Dj] Sharing with your children

« Can you admit that God is the owner of everything you own?

* Discuss what happened when you followed God's will and word.
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Contact info
ariddle@
umcmission.
org

Ashley Waite Riddle is a United Methodist
missionary with the General Board of Global
Ministries, serving as the Volunteers in Mission
coordinator and Christian education trainer

for the South Congo/Zambia Episcopal Area.

Born in Atlanta and calling Thomasville,
Georgia, her hometown, Ashley most recently
lived in Trussville, Alabama, with her husband,
Joe Riddle, and two children, ages 4 and 5. She
earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in sociology
from the University of Georgia (2007) and a
Master of Divinity in theology from Candler
School of Theology at Emory University, Atlan-
ta(2016). She co-directed summer and basket-
ball programs at St. Paul United Methodist
Church, Atlanta. Ashley formerly attended
Wesley Chapel UMC in Florence, Alabama, and
Pell City (Alabama) UMC, where Joe was pas-

toring.

‘I cannot remember the beginning of my
journey with God,” she said. “God has always
been with me, guiding my soul. I feel most in
tune with God when I am encountering God's
creation with other people - when love, hospi-
tality and grace are intermingled. I experience
a beautiful and unexplainable peace when I

am connecting to God's work.”




Her mission, Ashley continued, is to be a messenger of love. “My highest goal
is to love God by loving other people,” she explained. ‘I strive to take care of
creation and the earth around me.” She feels called “purposefully to focus on

dedicating my life to service. It is an honor to join with people in Zambia.”

The church in Lusaka, Zambia's capital, is experiencing significant growth
that needs to be translated into adequate church infrastructure building. Ashley
will invite and guide Volunteers in Mission in supporting church projects in the
area, especially in terms of church construction. She also will support and train
Sunday school leaders, critical for setting a strong foundation for the church in
Lusaka.
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