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Could you not watch with me one hour?
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Reading insight

As Paul and Timothy wrote the epistles to the saints of the new
churches in Colossae, they thanked God for their faith and
love, and prayed for the growth of their deeply rooted faith that
all things are created by Christ and for Christ.

Colossia -20

9 And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray
for you, asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of
his willinall spiritual wisdom and understanding,

1050 as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleas-
ing to him, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing
in the knowledge of God.

11 May you be strengthened with all power, according to his
glorious might, for all endurance and patience with joy,

12 giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share
inthe inheritance of the saints in light.

13 He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and
transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son,

14in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all
creation.

16 For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth,
visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers
or authorities--all things were created through him and for
him.

17 And he is before all things, and in him all things hold to-
gether.

18 And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the begin-
ning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might
be preeminent.

19For in himall the fullness of God was pleased to dwell,

20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, wheth-
er on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his

Cross.

created? (v.-16)
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By whom, through whom,
and for whom are all things
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Through whom and by what
is the harmony among all
things and between God and
all things possible? (v. 20)
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EEI = M}” E I |- : at Gettysburg made the famous speech by quoting from Theodore

: Parker, “government of the people, by the people, and for the

] people”. The speech used three prepositions; “of, by and for" to
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= To =2o= &° 3 the believers who Christ was. Paul had a special reason for writing

ALI0 | XA OMA S AI-OE ! the epistle to the saints of the newly planted church in Colossae.
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2LVl 22 Xd . ] of Christ. Al things including all worldly power and authority were
created by Christ and through Christ and for Christ. (v. 16)

: We should not forget that Christ was the king of the kings though

: He died on the cross defenselessly as a young ram. All things in
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Reading insight

Jeremiah was called by God during the thirteenth year of King
Josiah's reign. He was a prophet of tears as a messenger of
the Word of God who witnessed the fall of Judah during the
eleventh year of King Zedekiah's reign. When Jeremiah was
called by God, he was not sure if he could do the job but God
never gave up. God continued to call Jeremiah until the end
and gave him the promise to enable him to finish his mission.

Jeremiah 1:4-16

4Now the word of the LORD came to me, saying,

5 “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before
you were born I consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet
to the nations.”

6 Then I said, “Ah, Lord GOD! Behold, I do not know how
to speak, for [ am only a youth.”

7 But the LORD said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am only a youth’;
for to all to whom I send you, you shall go, and whatever I
command you, you shall speak.

8 Do not be afraid of them, for [ am with you to deliver you,
declares the LORD.”

2 Then the LORD put out his hand and touched my mouth.
And the LORD said to me, “Behold, I have put my words in
your mouth.

10 See, I have set you this day over nations and over king-
doms, to pluck up and to break down, to destroy and to over-
throw, to build and to plant.”

11 And the word of the LORD came to me, saying, “Jeremi-
ah, what do you see?”” And I said, “I see an almond branch.”

12 Then the LORD said to me, “You have seen well, for I am
watching over my word to perform it.”

13 The word of the LORD came to me a second time, saying,
“What do you see?”” And I said, “I see a boiling pot, facing
away from the north.”

14 Then the LORD said to me, “Out of the north disaster
shall be let loose upon all the inhabitants of the land.

15 For behold, I am calling all the tribes of the kingdoms of
the north, declares the LORD, and they shall come, and ev-
ery one shall set his throne at the entrance of the gates of Je-
rusalem, against all its walls all around and against all the
cities of Judah.

16 And [ will declare my judgments against them, for all their
evil in forsaking me. They have made offerings to other gods
and worshiped the works of their own hands.
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Engaging with Words
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What are the two visions God
showed to give assurance to
Jeremiah? (vs. 11-14)
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What are your calling and
mission to deal with a society
where the value of the Word

of God has diminished?
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Prayer for Churches & Pastors
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The Book of Jeremiah begins with the story of how Jeremiah
was called by God as a prophet and continues with prophecy
regarding the kingdom of Israel and Judah. The core subject of
the Book of Jeremiah is very simple. “Repent and come back
to God, then you shall not face the judgement.” However, be—
cause the people of Israel refused to accept this admonition,
Jeremiah began to prophesy the fall of Jerusalem. He used
examples of the prophecies of many nations as his conclusion.
As we read the Book of Jeremiah, as we share the agony of
Jeremiah who felt the obligation to proclaim only the Word
of God, and as we pray for those who do not respond to the
truth, can we be an example of faith and courage? | pray that
your life will be successful as God desires for you by being
obedient and faithful to Him, not success as defined by worldly
standards.
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Reading insight

God had a fond memory for the wilderness of the desert.
During that time, the people of Israel followed God with pas—
sion and love. However, one day Israel left God and began
worshiping idols defiling the land of God. They abandoned God
who was the source of spring water and dug their own cistern.
They would eventually receive God's judgment,

Jeremiah 2:20-29

20“For long ago I broke your yoke and burst your bonds; but
you said, ‘I will not serve.” Yes, on every high hill and under
every green tree you bowed down like a whore.

21Yet I planted you a choice vine, wholly of pure seed. How
then have you turned degenerate and become a wild vine?

22 Though you wash yourself with lye and use much soap,
the stain of your guilt is still before me, declares the Lord
GOD.

23 How can you say, ‘I am not unclean, I have not gone after
the Baals’? Look at your way in the valley; know what you
have done-- arestless young camel running here and there,

24 a wild donkey used to the wilderness, in her heat sniff-
ing the wind! Who can restrain her lust? None who seek her
need weary themselves; in her month they will find her.

25 Keep your feet from going unshod and your throat from
thirst. But you said, ‘It is hopeless, for I have loved foreign-
ers, and after them I will go.’

26 “As a thief is shamed when caught, so the house of Is-
rael shall be shamed: they, their kings, their officials, their
priests, and their prophets,

27who say to a tree, “You are my father,” and to a stone, “You
gave me birth.” For they have turned their back to me, and
not their face. But in the time of their trouble they say, ‘Arise
andsaveus!’

28 But where are your gods that you made for yourself? Let
them arise, if they can save you, in your time of trouble; for
as many as your cities are your gods, O Judah.

29“Why do you contend with me? You have all transgressed
against me, declares the LORD.
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God said that Israel would
face shame. What is making
them shameful? (2:13)
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What in your life is making
you forget God? As a Chris—
tian, do you always remem-
ber the cross of Jesus Christ
and His resurrection?
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The compassion of God toward Israel was so immense, just
like that of a newlywed. God took care of them in the wilder—
ness of the desert and made them the first fruit so as to be
distinguished as holy. However, one day they began to dis—
obey the will of God and began to live spiritually corrupt lives.
They abandoned God as the source of spring water, began to
dig their own cistern, and ended up like evil and terribly smelly
wild grapes of the Gentiles. The sins of the Israelites were so
gross that the sovereign LORD declared to the Israelites, “Al~
though you use an abundance of soap, the stain of your guilt
is still before me.” (v. 22)

Sins contaminate our lives and leave stains behind, both in—
side and outside. People mobilize many schemes to hide their
sin and foolishly think that they are hidden, but the stains of
their sins are very visible to God. The only way to eliminate
the stains is through God. “For God so loved the world that he
gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall
not perish but have eternal life.” (John 3:16)
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Reading insight

Northern Israel left God to worship idols and practice debauch—
ery and ended up facing the wrath and judgment of God. How-
ever, while Judah was watching from the sideline, Judah also
did not fear God, but worshiped idols and ended up facing the
anger and judgment of God. God recalls His people who were
spurned by Him. He will pick a shepherd among them who fits
the will of God.

Jeremiah 3:6-18

6 The LORD said to me in the days of King Josiah: “Have you
seen what she did, that faithless one, Israel, how she went up on
every high hill and under every green tree, and there played the
whore?

7 And I thought, ‘ After she has done all this she will return to me,’
but she did not return, and her treacherous sister Judah saw it.

8 She saw that for all the adulteries of that faithless one, Israel, I
had sent her away with a decree of divorce. Yet her treacherous
sister Judah did not fear, but she too went and played the whore.

9 Because she took her whoredom lightly, she polluted the land,
committing adultery with stone and tree.

10 Yet for all this her treacherous sister Judah did not return to
me with her whole heart, but in pretense, declares the LORD.”

11 And the LORD said to me, ‘“Faithless Israel has shown her-
self more righteous than treacherous Judah.

12 Go, and proclaim these words toward the north, and say,
“’Return, faithless Israel, declares the LORD. I will not look on
you in anger, for [ am merciful, declares the LORD; I will not be
angry forever.

13 Only acknowledge your guilt, that you rebelled against the
LORD your God and scattered your favors among foreigners
under every green tree, and that you have not obeyed my voice,
declares the LORD.

14 Return, O faithless children, declares the LORD; for I am
your master; [ will take you, one from a city and two from a
family, and I will bring you to Zion.

15> And I will give you shepherds after my own heart, who will
feed you with knowledge and understanding.

16 And when you have multiplied and increased in the land, in
those days, declares the LORD, they shall no more say, “The
ark of the covenant of the LORD.” It shall not come to mind or
be remembered or missed; it shall not be made again.

17 At that time Jerusalem shall be called the throne of the
LORD, and all nations shall gather to it, to the presence of the
LORD in Jerusalem, and they shall no more stubbornly follow
their own evil heart.

18 In those days the house of Judah shall join the house of Isra-
el, and together they shall come from the land of the north to the
land that I gave your fathers for a heritage.
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How would the groom feel if
the bride engages in fornica—
tion? What was the Word of
God to the people of Israel
and Judah who left God?
(v.8)
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Are we ‘born again” Chris-
tians? Let us meditate about
the mind of Jesus that we
should imitate? (Philippians 2)
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| feel like hearing God's sad voice. The LORD declared, “In
spite of all this, her unfaithful sister Judah did not return to me
with all her heart, but only in pretense.” (v. 10) It is said there
are about 2 billion Christians in the world. What would this
world look like if many Christians lived their lives like Jesus did
with the mind of Jesus? But it is apparent that ‘Not so many
people live their lives like Jesus.’

Though they are called Christians, their thoughts and minds
are self-centered and their deeds are deceitful. Why? In short,
the pride inside of us. In other words, the arrogance alive in—
side keeps feeding the thought, “I am all right.” It is written in
James 4: 6, “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the
humble.” What we need now is humility, “I die every day and
Jesus in me lives.”
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Reading insight

God sends strong requests to the people of Judah to return to
God. But God also says His judgment will bring destruction to
them because they would not return to Him. Their land would
become desolate and God will bring everything down. But even
while God talks about His judgment, He does not stop His plea
for them to return to Him. God leaves a glimmer of hope by
saying, ‘1 will not destroy them completely.’

Jeremiah 4:1-4, 19-27

1 “If you return, O Israel, declares the LORD, to me you
should return. If you remove your detestable things from my
presence, and do not waver,

2 and if you swear, ‘As the LORD lives,’ in truth, in justice,
and in righteousness, then nations shall bless themselves in
him, and in him shall they glory.”

3 For thus says the LORD to the men of Judah and Jerusa-
lem: “Break up your fallow ground, and sow not among
thorns.

4 Circumcise yourselves to the LORD; remove the foreskin
of your hearts, O men of Judah and inhabitants of Jerusa-
lem; lest my wrath go forth like fire, and burn with none to
quench it, because of the evil of your deeds.”

19 My anguish, my anguish! I writhe in pain! Oh the walls
of my heart! My heart is beating wildly; I cannot keep silent,
for I hear the sound of the trumpet, the alarm of war.

20 Crash follows hard on crash; the whole land is laid waste.
Suddenly my tents are laid waste, my curtains in a moment.

21 How long must I see the standard and hear the sound of
the trumpet?

22 “For my people are foolish; they know me not; they
are stupid children; they have no understanding. They are
‘wise’--in doing evil! But how to do good they know not.”
23] looked on the earth, and behold, it was without form and
void; and to the heavens, and they had no light.

24T looked on the mountains, and behold, they were quak-
ing, and all the hills moved to and fro.

25| Jooked, and behold, there was no man, and all the birds
ofthe air had fled.

26 | looked, and behold, the fruitful land was a desert, and
all its cities were laid in ruins before the LORD, before his
fierce anger.

27 For thus says the LORD, “The whole land shall be a deso-
lation; yet  will not make a full end.
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God gave Israel a last chance
for redemption before she
fell. What was God's detailed
request of the Israelites?

(vs. 1-4)
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Even now God calls us “to
return to God.” What do |
need to empty and abandon
in order to return to God?
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When God made the covenant, He told us two things. (1)
“Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your strength.” and (2) “Be sure to keep and
obey the commands and the Laws of the LORD.” However,
these two things disappeared from the lands of Israel and
Judah. Their people forgot God, worshiped idols, and loved
many things more than God. They had gone astray from the
commands and laws of the LORD and lived according to their
own thoughts and judgment. In a sense, our own world now is
beginning to look like that.

To Israel and Judah, God’s incoming judgment warned that
Israel would be ruined. To the remaining people of Judah,
God proclaimed with anxiety and desperation, “Abandon evil
thought, do not depend on idols or material things but exalt the
LORD.” Only if they return to God would He restore them. But
they still closed their ears. Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
be sensitive to the voice of God. Love God and live life with
thanksgiving, joy, and peace.
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Reading insight

Today's text speaks of the unforgivable sins of Jerusalem and
the grounds upon which God’s judgment and calamity must
come. It also exposes and warns of the lies of religious leaders
who only proclaim words that are pleasant to hear.

Jeremiah 5:20-31

20 Declare this in the house of Jacob; proclaim it in Judah:

21 “Hear this, O foolish and senseless people, who have
eyes, but see not, who have ears, but hear not.

22 Do you not fear me? declares the LORD. Do you not
tremble before me? I placed the sand as the boundary for the
sea, a perpetual barrier that it cannot pass; though the waves
toss, they cannot prevail; though they roar, they cannot pass
overit.

23 But this people has a stubborn and rebellious heart; they
have turned aside and gone away.

24They do not say in their hearts, ‘Let us fear the LORD our
God, who gives the rain in its season, the autumn rain and
the spring rain, and keeps for us the weeks appointed for the
harvest.’

25 Your iniquities have turned these away, and your sins
have kept good from you.

26 For wicked men are found among my people; they lurk
like fowlers lying in wait. They set a trap; they catch men.

27 Like a cage full of birds, their houses are full of deceit;
therefore they have become great and rich;

28 they have grown fat and sleek. They know no bounds in
deeds of evil; they judge not with justice the cause of the fa-
therless, to make it prosper, and they do not defend the rights
of the needy.

29 Shall I not punish them for these things? declares the
LORD, and shall I not avenge myself on a nation such as
this?”

30 An appalling and horrible thing has happened in the land:

31 the prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests rule at their
direction; my people love to have it so, but what will you do
when the end comes?
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Engaging with Words
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What kind of things hap-—
pened to Israel that caused
God to say, ‘A horrible and
shocking thing has happened
in the land”? (v. 30)
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Is the standing of my faith
closer to “what | want” or
‘what God wants”?
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Prayer for Churches & Pastors
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Churches that forgot the essence
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Rev. Joseph Mattera, pastor of Resurrection Church in New

York, wrote a column called “8 Traits of Churches Over-

whelmed by Excessive Grace”. In it he declared that the es—

sence of the bible is damaged by overly emphasizing grace.

Although grace is solely the gift of God, there are many

churches that distort the essence of the Gospel by abusing the

message of grace.

1. The preacher does not mention sin during sermons.

2. The clergy does not take a righteous point of view of con—
temporary culture,

3. The Old Testament is ignored.

4. People with questionable moral and ethical backgrounds are
allowed to lead ministries or allowed to teach at churches.

5. The clergy refuses to honor institutional churches.

6. The clergy refuses to preach about tithing.

7. The preacher delivers only those messages that elicit posi—
tive motivation.

8. Leaders of the church commit sins and live without any rep—
rimand or restriction.

Rev. Mattera admonishes, “Brothers, have love, but maintain

a firm and righteous attitude toward sin.” God speaks. “Hear

this, you foolish and senseless people, who have eyes but do

not see, who have ears but do not hear.” (v. 21)
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Lord, Speak.
Your Servant is Listening
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Reading insight

The prophet Jeremiah now declares that the destruction and
judgment that Israel will face is the result of the time they have
taken their own wounds lightly and possessed reassuring
peace of mind.

Jeremiah 6:6-18

6 For thus says the LORD of hosts: “Cut down her trees; cast up
a siege mound against Jerusalem. This is the city that must be
punished; there is nothing but oppression within her.

7 As a well keeps its water fresh, so she keeps fresh her evil;
violence and destruction are heard within her; sickness and
wounds are ever before me.

8 Be warned, O Jerusalem, lest I turn from you in disgust, lest [
make you a desolation, an uninhabited land.”

9 Thus says the LORD of hosts: “They shall glean thoroughly
as a vine the remnant of Israel; like a grape-gatherer pass your
hand again over its branches.”

10 To whom shall I speak and give warning, that they may hear?
Behold, their ears are uncircumcised, they cannot listen; be-
hold, the word of the LORD is to them an object of scorn; they
take no pleasure iniit.

11 Therefore [ am full of the wrath of the LORD; I am weary of
holding it in. “Pour it out upon the children in the street, and up-
on the gatherings of young men, also; both husband and wife
shall be taken, the elderly and the very aged.

12 Their houses shall be turned over to others, their fields and
wives together, for I will stretch out my hand against the inhabi-
tants of the land,” declares the LORD.

13 “For from the least to the greatest of them, everyone is
greedy for unjust gain; and from prophet to priest, everyone
deals falsely.

14 They have healed the wound of my people lightly, saying,
‘Peace, peace,” when there is no peace.

15 Were they ashamed when they committed abomination? No,
they were not at all ashamed,; they did not know how to blush.
Therefore they shall fall among those who fall; at the time that I
punish them, they shall be overthrown,” says the LORD.

16 Thus says the LORD: “Stand by the roads, and look, and ask
for the ancient paths, where the good way is; and walk in it, and
find rest for your souls. But they said, ‘We will not walk in it.’

171 set watchmen over you, saying, ‘Pay attention to the sound
of the trumpet!’ But they said, “We will not pay attention.’

18 Therefore hear, O nations, and know, O congregation, what
will happen to them.

|:||-M A OE
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Engaglng with Words

O|AZIHO| OfE AJZtS 2R
2 SHAES| AHS 2| EUS
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How did Israel spend their
time that deserved the judg—
ment of God? (vs. 6-17)
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When you are diagnosed
with a serious illness, if you
treat the illness lightly or if
you do not apply the right
treatment, you will face an
irreparable situation. Have
you found the accurate
source of your problem?
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Only if you could hear, you could live
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This is an incident involving radio communication between a U.S.
aircraft carrier and Canadian Coast Guard on the Newfoundland
shore in October 1995.

“In front of the captain of an U.S. aircraft carrier that was sailing
in the darkness in the Atlantic Ocean a bright light suddenly ap-
peared. If the aircraft carrier maintained the course it was bound
to collide with the bright subject so the Captain sent an emergency
radio signal to the approaching ship. “Emergency! Turn to the east
15 degrees.” -.. To this, a prompt reply came back, “We cannot.
You tum to the west 15 degrees.” The aircraft carrier and bright light
subject were getting closer to each other and they were facing im—
minent danger of colliding, so the nervous Captain screamed, “l am
a Navy captain! | am ordering you to change course immediately.”
Then a reply came back, I am only a corporal but | cannot change
course, so Captain, you should change course.” The Captain is now
furious and sent this ultimatum, “This is an aircraft carrierl Change
the course immediately!” Then a reply came back immediately; “So
what, Captain, this is a lighthouse!”

How long and how many times did God ask Israel? But the Israelites
replied, “We will not walk in it” and “We will not listen.” (vs. 16-17)
The people of Israel refused to listen to God and turned away from
God because of their wickedness and hardened conscience. What
about us? Do we not want the world to change to accommodate
our self-centeredness? God should be the center of your universe.



A, olld 2 3 =2 ER AR

Journaling with Jesus Ol MZEBHELITIE?
A 7| first moment Prayer
B4k reading & QT

St 22 One Word

@=9| ZAL Thanks Note

CE=T|&E One Prayer

*SiLI'E S| Ok, F412| O0F God's heart & your heart

* 0f|=Hat S&sh= A4S l5H For Walking with Jesus

* 23 O 20|, "a| Taking it deeper, further

facebook @152 %1502

142 9/T Oj+ T SRS 012D 42, THYS,
Ol TOLX] 431 FIEX] 7S SRIAI.




0 OCT
= Thu

of| gm]oL9]
87 Al
Jeremiah’s
Temple Sermon

S=2F Reading Plan
of|#u|oF Jeremiah 7%

®

M420ZH(E212F)
L MAZ7| sk

0{=7|= Opening Prayer

F0| 22]00|AH

KHIE HIFEANM.

Lord. Have Mercy on Us.
259/ Y, 0z ZH|
Doing & Being for Today

40

Il‘jl

EIHu

=20| 2 B.C. 60951 0150F2J0| 220 2K HOtIx| 8
42 T, MXI} OI{DIOF7} AF0 7hA] Zi3t LESOICE. 1= 4
of oflfefe] @ AlRiSOP 15| 28 AI=iskn, Skekn
SILIEZ SO 0] ROIA LKA 47| F ZH0J2Hs Bt
o] 443 Hsict,

oilzajoF 7:3-15

3 WhE 9] o] 5o} o] Aztll of SlLpE AN o] 9} o] W
kA5 1 3] 23} S vi2 A sket 2Eishd Y7t | 3]
= o] 3tof| A7 szt

4 8] o] 0] o 5ofe] Aol o] 5.9k Aoz,
o] 32}] A Hole} Bk ARL-L HA| et
5437} T A3 Y98 GO R HEA s o] A
o]l % &} st

6 o] el J1otet HRS UASHA| ofufste] F25 2
9 35 o] oM FA| ohstr] & Als HE wet
35 Ak2:31A ok st

7Y7F U35 o] ol A skelY & 13| 2/l A g
TEES EBolyzt

8 W et |37} ot ARLE o EsheEtt

° 13|17} =55 Aelstd 7h2ste A2l BiA|s)
oA EaFete] Wart 4 Fete e Adse o
H A

10 o]F02 dASS Te o] A
XA a7 E 27t
RE 7T dS ot #
Ny o|FOR A2 e of Ho| U wofl= 5
9 &= R HolLif Heh u 2 W7k RS Heles) of
S .ote] wdoly et

1243 W ASe2 Y o] 58 & A4 A2 7hA Y
g o] Aetallef efof tiste Wt ofHA FetR=AE
Hep

13 05910 TRoly e} oA Y37} 11 B UL st
o )7} 3of| 7| Eohe] A FLE A Wit &
Al ot 3k%aL Y 35 &2 g8k ohy skl =1zt

14 388 Wk dRof 33 o] Y37 Allshe vt
Y olgo e v o) 1 2 Ysjeh 18 TAE
oA 2 o] o st AT

157} 3] e FA 2 o B 2 A& Zohd A
2ol Y gl A U315 Zohfefet shidet S| et




Reading insight

Today's scripture dates to B.C. 609 shortly after Jehoiakim was
made king and the prophet Jeremiah came to the Temple of
the LORD to deliver the message of God. Jeremiah reminded
the people who came to the Temple to worship of their sins
and delivered the message that promised them a comfortable
life by letting them remain in their own land, if they repented
and returned to God.

Jeremiah 7:3-15

3 Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: Amend
your ways and your deeds, and I will let you dwell in this
place.

4 Do not trust in these deceptive words: “This is the temple
of the LORD, the temple of the LORD, the temple of the
LORD.’

5 “For if you truly amend your ways and your deeds, if you
truly execute justice one with another,

6 if you do not oppress the sojourner, the fatherless, or the
widow, or shed innocent blood in this place, and if you do
not go after other gods to your own harm,

7 then I will let you dwell in this place, in the land that I gave
of old to your fathers forever.

8“Behold, you trust in deceptive words to no avail.

2 Will you steal, murder, commit adultery, swear falsely,
make offerings to Baal, and go after other gods that you have
notknown,

10 and then come and stand before me in this house, which is
called by my name, and say, ‘We are delivered!’--only to go
on doing all these abominations?

11 Has this house, which is called by my name, become a den
of robbers in your eyes? Behold, I myself have seen it, de-
clares the LORD.

12 Go now to my place that was in Shiloh, where I made my
name dwell at first, and see what I did to it because of the evil
of my people Israel.

13 And now, because you have done all these things, declares
the LORD, and when I spoke to you persistently you did not
listen, and when I called you, you did not answer,

14 therefore [ will do to the house that is called by my name,
and in which you trust, and to the place that I gave to you and
to your fathers, as I did to Shiloh.

15 And I will cast you out of my sight, as I cast out all your
kinsmen, all the offspring of Ephraim.

U 202

Engaging with Words
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What is the Word of God to
those who assumed that just
coming to the Temple was
good enough to be holy?

(vs. 5-6)
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As a true worshiper, what
can | do for this world?
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This is the Temple of the LORD
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Jeremiah proclaimed the Word of God at the entrance gate of
the Temple to the people who came to worship the LORD. His
first words are not to believe in the lie, “This is the temple of the
Lord.” He continues by saying, “Really change your evil ways and
actions.” More specifically, they should not oppress the alien, the
fatherless, or the widow and should not shed innocent blood in
this place, and they should not follow other gods. We need to pay
attention to this point. “The evil ways and actions of Israel” most
likely did not take place at the Temple. Here the LORD was criti-
cizing the two—faced people who committed socially unrighteous
and evil actions outside the Temple and yet came to the Temple
to carry out religious rituals.

Our UMC denomination has maintained deep interest in social is-
sues from its inception. The founder, Rev. John Wesley, believed
that “born again” Christians was not simply a change of mind but
transformation of life manifested. The UMC has developed social
doctrines and social creeds and declared a confession of faith to
pray for and to promote the divine righteousness to prevail for the
peace and freedom of the world and mankind over politics, econ-
omy, and society. Please bear on your shoulders the role of the
light and salt of this world as a Methodist today.
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Reading insight

In spite of God’s words to repent of the nominal life of faith,
the Israelites insisted that it was all God's fault. Jeremiah shed
tears and delivered God's heart to the people. These tears are
God's tears that have no choice but to judge the Israelites who
do not respond, no matter how God calls them.

Jeremiah 9:17-26

17 Thus says the LORD of hosts: “Consider, and call for the
mourning women to come; send for the skillful women to
come;

18 Jet them make haste and raise a wailing over us, that our
eyes may run down with tears and our eyelids flow with wa-
ter.

19 For a sound of wailing is heard from Zion: ‘How we are
ruined! We are utterly shamed, because we have left the
land, because they have cast down our dwellings.’”

20 Hear, O women, the word of the LORD, and let your ear
receive the word of his mouth; teach to your daughters a
lament, and each to her neighbor a dirge.

21 For death has come up into our windows; it has entered
our palaces, cutting off the children from the streets and the
young men from the squares.

22 Speak, “Thus declares the LORD: ‘The dead bodies of
men shall fall like dung upon the open field, like sheaves af-
ter the reaper, and none shall gather them.””

23 Thus says the LORD: “Let not the wise man boast in his
wisdom, let not the mighty man boast in his might, let not the
rich man boast in his riches,

24 but let him who boasts boast in this, that he understands
and knows me, that I am the LORD who practices stead-
fast love, justice, and righteousness in the earth. For in these
things I delight, declares the LORD.”

25 “Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when
I will punish all those who are circumcised merely in the
flesh--

26 Egypt, Judah, Edom, the sons of Ammon, Moab, and all
who dwell in the desert who cut the corners of their hair, for
all these nations are uncircumcised, and all the house of Isra-
el are uncircumcised in heart.”

|-M A OE
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Engaglng with Words

0|AZAO| Z|otS X|HMot=
LI 25 Or200 A470F
ACE UL FIHK= 2
QLI (9% 23-26)
What are the two things that
God said should be imbued
in the minds of the Israelites
as the sins of the people of
Israel were exposed by God?
(9:23-26)
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Please write out what you
know “about God".
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To know God is the best thing
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One family was preparing for summer vacation. Children al-
ready took seats in the minivan. Mom and dad were busy
loading the minivan with necessities from the house. At this
moment @ woman passing by peaked inside the minivan and
began talking to the children. “Where are you going, children?
Which highway are you going to take? Where are you going
to have your supper?” But the children consistently said that
they did not know. Indeed, they did not know where they were
going. They did not know which roads they were taking nor
where they would stop to eat or sleep. But they had no wor—
ries. You know why.,

One thing the children knew was that their mom/dad were go-
ing with them. Everything else was unimportant to the children.
It was okay not to know anything else. What was important
was the fact that their mom and dad were going with them.,
They knew that their mom and dad would protect them, feed
them, deliver them to the final destination, and do whatever
they needed. If the people of Israel, who did not realize even
when their destruction was near at hand and still did not seek
God, understood the mercy of God who shed tears, how won-
derful would it have been? There is nothing in our lives that is
not touched by God.
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Reading insight

The reason why the people of Israel learned many ways of
other nations and followed their customs was their fear and
desire to be blessed. But what they must understand is the fact
that the LORD our God is the only true God.

Jeremiah 10:6-16

6 There is none like you, O LORD; you are great, and your
name is great in might.

7 Who would not fear you, O King of the nations? For this is
your due; for among all the wise ones of the nations and in
all their kingdoms there is none like you.

8 They are both stupid and foolish; the instruction of idols is
but wood!

9 Beaten silver is brought from Tarshish, and gold from Up-
haz. They are the work of the craftsman and of the hands of
the goldsmith; their clothing is violet and purple; they are all
the work of skilled men.

10 But the LORD is the true God; he is the living God and the
everlasting King. At his wrath the earth quakes, and the na-
tions cannot endure his indignation.

11 Thus shall you say to them: “The gods who did not make
the heavens and the earth shall perish from the earth and
from under the heavens.”

127t is he who made the earth by his power, who established
the world by his wisdom, and by his understanding stretched
out the heavens.

13 When he utters his voice, there is a tumult of waters in
the heavens, and he makes the mist rise from the ends of the
earth. He makes lightning for the rain, and he brings forth
the wind from his storehouses.

14 Every man is stupid and without knowledge; every gold-
smith is put to shame by his idols, for his images are false,
and there is no breath in them.

15 They are worthless, a work of delusion; at the time of their
punishment they shall perish.

16 Not like these is he who is the portion of Jacob, for he is
the one who formed all things, and Israel is the tribe of his in-
heritance; the LORD of hosts is his name.

U 202

Engaging with Words
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In Today’s scripture how was
God introduced?
(vs. 12-13, 16)
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Have you ever trusted certain
worldly acquaintances more
than God? What are your
worldly fortresses that could

provide your security?
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God Moment
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The people of Israel worshiped idols. Idols are man-made and
symbols of our greed. They did not understand their foolish—
ness in worshiping an idol which is a man—-made thing instead
of the true God. Jeremiah compares the idols of the Gentiles
with the true God of Israel and confesses that only the living
God is the eternal king. He proclaims that the idols will soon
disappear and only God will rule this world to eternity. And now
the Judeans, who are to be attacked by Babylon, are asked to
pack to leave.

The people of Judah now long for the redemption of God again
but God demands that the roots of the sins should be uproot-
ed and declares “let us begin again”, But the people of Judah
lament because it means that they have to give up everything.
What are the things that we have to give up? What are those
things that we place above God without even realizing? | pray
that our faith and our belief will be solely steered by God.
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Reading insight

The warning of God against Judah continued. A calamity was
declared and God said that He would not take care of them
anymore, Israel refused to look for the hope from God but in—
clined to serve Baal and envied those surrounding nations that
appeared to have a mighty army and wealth. Ultimately, Israel
clung to false hope and wished to become rich but they could
not escape from their anxiety.

Jeremiah 11:1-11

1The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD:

2 “Hear the words of this covenant, and speak to the men of
Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem.

3You shall say to them, Thus says the LORD, the God of Is-
rael: Cursed be the man who does not hear the words of this
covenant

4 that I commanded your fathers when I brought them out
of the land of Egypt, from the iron furnace, saying, Listen to
my voice, and do all that | command you. So shall you be my
people, and I will be your God,

5 that I may confirm the oath that I swore to your fathers,
to give them a land flowing with milk and honey, as at this
day.” Then I answered, “Sobe it, LORD.”

6 And the LORD said to me, “Proclaim all these words in
the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem: Hear the
words of this covenant and do them.

7 For I solemnly warned your fathers when I brought them
up out of the land of Egypt, warning them persistently, even
to this day, saying, Obey my voice.

8 Yet they did not obey or incline their ear, but everyone
walked in the stubbornness of his evil heart. Therefore I
brought upon them all the words of this covenant, which I
commanded them to do, but they did not.”

9 Again the LORD said to me, “A conspiracy exists among
the men of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem.

10 They have turned back to the iniquities of their forefa-
thers, who refused to hear my words. They have gone after
other gods to serve them. The house of Israel and the house
of Judah have broken my covenant that  made with their fa-
thers.

11 Therefore, thus says the LORD, Behold, I am bringing di-
saster upon them that they cannot escape. Though they cry
to me, I will not listen to them.
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What are the terms of the
command given by God to

Israel? (vs. 4-5)
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How do the terms of the
command by God apply to
your life, family, and work-
place now?
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Why does Apostle Paul admonish the saints in Philippi, “Your
attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus.™? Maybe
because he knew that we would act according to our own
will and run into problems whenever we acted according to
our own will. Our minds are so foolish, corrupt, and untrust—
worthy. Our feelings are too shallow, whimsical, and basically
self-centered. That is why Apostle Paul declares to the saints
in Philippi, “God can testify how | long for all of you with the
affection of Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 1:8) He confesses that
his agape love for the believers in Philippi is the same as that
of Christ Jesus.

Though | am a clergy, | know how my mind wavers under so
many different circumstances. At times, | am affected by jeal-
ousy, greed, anger, and selfish desire wriggling inside of me. If
I do not lay down these feelings in front of Jesus Christ when—
ever it happens, | would not be able to stand here today. Dear
brothers and sisters of the United Methodist Church, let us not
trust our own mind coming from inside of us. Let us not ac—
cept it either. What we must contain is only the mind of Jesus
Christ,
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Reading insight

Jeremiah asks God that if Thou are righteous, how can the
wicked prosper and the rebels be at peace? God does not
respond to the question. God says that the problem of evil is
more serious than he thinks, and he needs to look at it more
clearly.

Jeremiah 12:1-11

1 Righteous are you, O LORD, when I complain to you; yet
I would plead my case before you. Why does the way of the
wicked prosper? Why do all who are treacherous thrive?

2You plant them, and they take root; they grow and produce
fruit; you are near in their mouth and far from their heart.

3 Butyou, O LORD, know me; you see me, and test my heart
toward you. Pull them out like sheep for the slaughter, and
set them apart for the day of slaughter.

4 How long will the land mourn and the grass of every field
wither? For the evil of those who dwell in it the beasts and
the birds are swept away, because they said, “He will not see
our latterend.”

5 “If you have raced with men on foot, and they have wea-
ried you, how will you compete with horses? And ifin a safe
land you are so trusting, what will you do in the thicket of the
Jordan?

6 For even your brothers and the house of your father, even
they have dealt treacherously with you; they are in full cry
after you; do not believe them, though they speak friendly
words to you.”

7T have forsaken my house; I have abandoned my heritage;
I have given the beloved of my soul into the hands of her en-
emies.

8 My heritage has become to me like a lion in the forest; she
has lifted up her voice against me; therefore [ hate her.

9 Is my heritage to me like a hyena’s lair? Are the birds of
prey against her all around? Go, assemble all the wild beasts;
bring them to devour.

10 Many shepherds have destroyed my vineyard; they have
trampled down my portion; they have made my pleasant
portion a desolate wilderness.

11 They have made it a desolation; desolate, it mourns to me.
The whole land is made desolate, but no man lays it to heart.

U 202

Engaging with Words
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What does God say about
Jeremiah'’s question?

(vs. 5-6)
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What should we do when
suffering from evil? Think of

Jesus’” words.
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In today's text, Jeremiah's question to God is an issue we al-
ways struggle with in our lives. It seems that the wicked in the
world are doing well, and the people without faith live better.
However, faithful believers are always suffering and deterio—
rating. How can this be? No matter how wicked Israel is, it is
difficult to accept that God will raise up unbelievers to destroy
Israel.

But what is clear is that God is still working by means of jus—
tice and fairness. When people watch the process of God's
restoration of the fallen, they will come back to God. So, there
is God's plan of salvation to make everyone a people of God.
And everything will be quietly restored to God's grace. Eventu—
ally God will destroy evil. | pray that you are at peace in God's
grace today.
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Reading insight

God tells us how serious the sins of Jerusalem and Judah are
through the parables of the ‘linen belt' and ‘wineskin’. Eventu-
ally, Judah, a special people of God, will become Babylonian
prisoners for their pride and idolatry.

Jeremiah 13:1-9, 12-14

1 Thus says the LORD to me, “Go and buy a linen loincloth
and put it around your waist, and do not dip it in water.”

2So I bought aloincloth according to the word of the LORD,
and put it around my waist.

3 And the word of the LORD came to me a second time,

4 “Take the loincloth that you have bought, which is around
your waist, and arise, go to the Euphrates and hide it there in
acleftoftherock.”

5 So I went and hid it by the Euphrates, as the LORD com-
manded me.

6 And after many days the LORD said to me, “Arise, go to
the Euphrates, and take from there the loincloth that I com-
manded you to hide there.”

7 Then I went to the Euphrates, and dug, and I took the loin-
cloth from the place where I had hidden it. And behold, the
loincloth was spoiled; it was good for nothing.

8 Then the word of the LORD came to me:

9 “Thus says the LORD: Even so will I spoil the pride of Ju-
dah and the great pride of Jerusalem.

12 “You shall speak to them this word: ‘Thus says the
LORD, the God of Israel, “Every jar shall be filled with
wine.”” And they will say to you, ‘Do we not indeed know
thatevery jar will be filled with wine?”

13 Then you shall say to them, ‘Thus says the LORD: Be-
hold, I will fill with drunkenness all the inhabitants of this
land: the kings who sit on David’s throne, the priests, the
prophets, and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem.

14 And I will dash them one against another, fathers and sons
together, declares the LORD. I will not pity or spare or have
compassion, that I should not destroy them.””’

U 202

Engaging with Words

Sl2|m Yt EEF L
SoliA oiLIER FAS LB
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What does God say through
‘linen belt” and ‘wineskin'?
(vs. 9-11, 13-14)
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The hardening of the heart
(pride) eventually leads us
back to the slavery of sin.
What pride is driving you
away from God?
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Jeremiah digs out the linen belt that was buried according
to God’s instruction. The belt that was dug is already rotten,
stinks, and so dirty that it cannot be worn around the waist.
This demonstrates Israel’s pride and downfall because they
embraced Canaanite culture (worldly culture). The Israelites
followed the logic of the world rather than the Word, insisted
on the stubbornness of their hearts, and abandoned God and
served Baal. They were called to resemble God, but lost God’s
character by the influence of corrupt world. God speaks to
them. “Hear and pay attention, do not be arrogant, for the Lord
has spoken.” (15) Israel is destroyed by their pride.

Pride begins with the craving to fulfill my desires and ambi-
tions. If you don't want to be proud, you have to be content.
A praise song comes to mind, “When | look at people, when |
see the world, | am not satisfied. When | see Him, my God, |
will be satisfied.” | bless you to be United Methodist parishio-
ners who can be satisfied with God alone.
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Reading insight

There is a great drought in the land of Judah, so that nobles,
farmers, or even deer cannot take care of their young. In re—
sponse, Jeremiah hears resentment and sighing toward God
from the people. Even though he gives a petition of tears to
God, but God does not abandon the will of judgment.

Jeremiah 14:11-18, 20-21

11The LORD said to me: “Do not pray for the welfare of this
people.

12 Though they fast, I will not hear their cry, and though
they offer burnt offering and grain offering, I will not accept
them. But [ will consume them by the sword, by famine, and
by pestilence.”

13 Then I said: “Ah, Lord GOD, behold, the prophets say to
them, “You shall not see the sword, nor shall you have fam-
ine, but [ will give you assured peace in this place.’”

14 And the LORD said to me: “The prophets are prophesy-
ing lies in my name. I did not send them, nor did I command
them or speak to them. They are prophesying to you a ly-
ing vision, worthless divination, and the deceit of their own
minds.

15 Therefore thus says the LORD concerning the prophets
who prophesy in my name although I did not send them, and
who say, ‘Sword and famine shall not come upon this land’:
By sword and famine those prophets shall be consumed.

16 And the people to whom they prophesy shall be cast out in
the streets of Jerusalem, victims of famine and sword, with
none to bury them--them, their wives, their sons, and their
daughters. For I will pour out their evil upon them.

17 “You shall say to them this word: ‘Let my eyes run down
with tears night and day, and let them not cease, for the vir-
gin daughter of my people is shattered with a great wound,
with a very grievous blow.

18 If I go out into the field, behold, those pierced by the
sword! And if I enter the city, behold, the diseases of famine!
For both prophet and priest ply their trade through the land
and have no knowledge.””

20 We acknowledge our wickedness, O LORD, and the inig-
uity of our fathers, for we have sinned against you.

21 Do not spurn us, for your name’s sake; do not dishonor
your glorious throne; remember and do not break your cove-
nant with us.

2 S8
Engaging with Words
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LT (14-18%)
There is a false prophecy to
the people suffering from
drought. What is the mes-
sage of God regarding this?
(vs. 14-18)
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The prayer of Jeremiah in
verses 20-21 of today's text
should be our prayer for the
world, the church, and the
home. Let's pray with tears
of penance.
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Do not confess your sins, but repent
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We can see God's grace and love of forgiving and restoring
sinners constantly through the Bible, but we can also see
God’s judgment that we must pay for our sins. If God's judg-
ment is due to sin, then true repentance must undertake. Only
then can we recover spiritually again through God's judgment
(Leviticus 26:39-42). Confession of sin is clearly different from
repentance. Many people can confess their sins to get rid of
the pain they are experiencing. Sometimes, even if they con—
fess their sin, they can still conceal it to validate and justify
their feelings and actions. This is not repentance.

“Distress that drives us to God does that. It turns us around. It
gets us back in the way of salvation. We never regret that kind
of pain. But those who let distress drive them away from God
are full of regrets, end up on a deathbed of regrets. And now,
isn't it wonderful all the ways in which this distress has goaded
you closer to God? You're more alive, more concerned, more
sensitive, more reverent, more human, more passionate, more
responsible. Looked at from any angle, you've come out of this
with purity of heart.” (2 Corinthians 7:10~11, The Message)
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Reading insight

God is tired too. Now God will judge Judah in four ways, even
Moses and Samuel, cannot stop it. But the fundamental rea—
son for this judgment is that still God loves them. In response,
Jeremiah declares that if they repent and return, God will save
them again.

Jeremiah 15:1-3, 16-21

1 Then the LORD said to me, “Though Moses and Samu-
el stood before me, yet my heart would not turn toward this
people. Send them out of my sight, and let them go!

2 And when they ask you, “Where shall we go?’ you shall say
to them, ‘Thus says the LORD: “’Those who are for pesti-
lence, to pestilence, and those who are for the sword, to the
sword; those who are for famine, to famine, and those who
are for captivity, to captivity.’

31 will appoint over them four kinds of destroyers, declares
the LORD: the sword to kill, the dogs to tear, and the birds of
the air and the beasts of the earth to devour and destroy.

16 Your words were found, and I ate them, and your words
became to me a joy and the delight of my heart, for I am
called by your name, O LORD, God of hosts.

171 did not sit in the company of revelers, nor did I rejoice; [
sat alone, because your hand was upon me, for you had filled
me with indignation.

18 Why is my pain unceasing, my wound incurable, refusing
to be healed? Will you be to me like a deceitful brook, like
waters that fail?

19 Therefore thus says the LORD: “If you return, I will re-
store you, and you shall stand before me. If you utter what
is precious, and not what is worthless, you shall be as my
mouth. They shall turn to you, but you shall not turn to them.

20 And I will make you to this people a fortified wall of
bronze; they will fight against you, but they shall not prevail
over you, for I am with you to save you and deliver you, de-
clares the LORD.

21 [ will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked, and re-
deem you from the grasp of the ruthless.”

U 202

Engaging with Words

offg2 0|AtAS Hokd 47t
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What are the four ways God
will punish Israel? (v. 3)
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Living as a devoted minority
of believers is not easy. Isn't
there any disadvantage you
suffer because you're living
by God's word? Talk to God.

S4 S0j 2t 3y
God Moment

75



ro
g
5

&Y o 70| S4ot7| Lol
2= ISt EES
EdEUC

ln:_|'§7 |E One Prayer
2= M UFCZ

NS QR A=

SEH I|EE 7IERILIC

w32t AIHXLE 2l8 7| =
Prayer for Churches & Pastors
FRXGEHzE| W], ASIHN)
YA EBIIAGIA2| 3], OJHOH(N)
HTO UK, g, MES Yot 7=

76

Qiciglo] A2

Al Z7[5kX| o
Never give up!

20090 g= 7|2 S StHE2 0| At MG S0A 982 MX|
KIS ELHOf otLtgol EE TolA SHABLIC. 0= oiLEe
HYS0| RYS 470 sttES AR | HE0IUSLITE. oLt
H2 200 St BYUU0| ISUIA HAKIS BAIMSLICE o
0 & &gt AO|Ct.” J2|1 £[240] 7152t SO|ACIAZ SFAIZ|0F
Off 2ot 2SI Ol HRLh= £IE 2PHota shtEH =0t
2A010F AT, 2= HA| oty HAIXIE ARMSLICE 2=
B.C. 58610]| HFUZL{Ot0f| 2fot O AR At ST0| 25 Th|=|
SLICE Gi|24|0j0F MX[XH= OIRAZO| BASI7| 2F 402 TOf| SHLt
B 252 LASLILE SILE2 15 A, 228, 12" X}
2z RENE Ut

oojopt =22 MAIAFE wE T J0AHE SR 0lF
7t ULt BERtSLICE 0t 1 XIS E7(6t HUSNMR? 1
2O I OtCH 27 ZI[5HK| S 4 JAUE A2, SiLEHAM
T2t 3 57| WR0IASUCE. “Li7H U=z 0] iy b0l 241
2t = gH0| =A st2lL 230] HE EX2t= 07 [X| 2 A2
LH7F A2k 87| St UE o] A0t K ete] FHE0[L 2t
L7t HE ot Xtef £0M ZAX|0 2A12 Xtef &0 F5t]
2}."(20-21 &) SiLtE2 O2Z0H R 20| LOojLE=R] L1 A
LT Zoi Z7[6kX] OHdAlL!

For more than 200 years, God sent nine prophets to the Isra—
elites to speak God's Word. This was because God's people
served idols and rejected God. God has been constantly send—
ing messages to them for 200 years. “Judgement is coming
soon.” And the sinful northern kingdom of Israel was destroyed
by Assyria. At this time, People of Judas should have repented
of their sins and returned to God, but they also rejected God's
messages. Eventually in B.C. 586 both Jerusalem and the tem-
ple were destroyed by Babylonia. The prophet Jeremiah was
called by God about 40 years before the destruction of Jerusa—
lem. God called him to the place of “rejection, loneliness, suf-
fering”.

Jeremiah had so many reasons to cry as he was known as the
“prophet of tears”, How long did he want to give up? But every
time he wanted to give up, he couldn't, because God was with
him. “They will fight against you like an attacking army, but I will
make you as secure as a fortified wall of bronze. They will not
conquer you, for | am with you to protect and rescue you. |, the
Lord, have spoken! Yes, | will certainly keep you safe from these
wicked men. | will rescue you from their cruel hands.” (vs. 20—
21)

God knows what's going on with you. Never give up!



A, olld 2 3 =2 ER AR

Journaling with Jesus Ol MZEBHELITIE?
A 7| first moment Prayer
B4k reading & QT

St 22 One Word

@=9| ZAL Thanks Note

CE=T|&E One Prayer

*SiLI'E S| Ok, F412| O0F God's heart & your heart

* 0f|=Hat S&sh= A4S l5H For Walking with Jesus

* 23 O 20|, "a| Taking it deeper, further

facebook @152 %1502

142 9/T Oj+ T SRS 012D 42, THYS,
Ol TOLX] 431 FIEX] 7S SRIAI.




17

OoCT
E Sat

Apaials
shupd,
YAl
s

God who Judges

and God who Saves

EZHO

[=Jouy =y LE)

of|#u|o} Jeremiah 164

®

Reading Plan

M304Z(E4047%)
T 34 SOl AR

0{=7|= Opening Prayer

F0| 22]00|AH

KHIE HIFEANM.

Lord. Have Mercy on Us.
o509 # Y, 0 FH|

Doing & Being for Today

78

37|
SiLIES] AJmO| 5IH, 1 HOIAHS KHAS H2 OfD|Lt Oft],
2210 XASTIR| DS HIEEH SH 2 2012t shUCE 12
Lt 1 S2XI2 0j0r SHoALL YZoks K gig HeU
C. 0[0f, OJDIOF= SIS S CHAON SHK=MA TZAMIXI of
A= OIR0f Thaf 2LICH

olz|ojok 16:14-21

14 0] 5.9}0] Wo]U e} T} Bet o] o] 2el
ThAl o] 22kl 1 ol ol A Qlmste] 4l
of B4 Alo} A& Fi WAISH] ofi s

15 0] 2ol A% B g3 1 EA P B E et
o141 Ql=sto] WAl ol S2bA] Ao} A4L T
Astelet 7k 5 T5] 24EAA F 15
0.2 QlEsto] Solejet

16 o 30}0] Warol e} Bt U7} B of g £
o} 258 A St 1 o] e E42 Hejrh}
258 RE A BE oleah ukg] B4 Angal
stely

17 0|2 1 ipo] 150] 91 Alwnm 150] 4
A2 QoA %714 E3te] TE0] Fofo] U Bo]
A 5 AXA| Fatolet

18 U7} 2.4 150 oft A2 vt 2 AL 150
22 BAY AR ) TS HAs s 150 15
g A0.2 Y 7] lel 7151 st ol

1901 5.0} L}o] 31, 1he] 4], Shubde] sy Aled vl
ZZo] 1 ZoA F7 0|2 W] 98] ZAS
o] A4t ks oWt AR L Fofat Aolet
20 AJgfo] o} 41 ol A& A1719] ALo.2 Aol
7} 3tejolct

21 ) opA o] 2415 Hehofdie] T5o)A ] &
3} 58e gl TSR U olgo] ozl &
217 ste)et



Reading insight

God tells Jeremiah that when God's judgment comes upon the
people, mothers and fathers and even their children will suffer
a terrible death. Moreover, there will be no one to mourn or
show sympathy. Jeremiah inquires God on behalf of the people
why God is doing this.

Jeremiah 16:14-21

14 “Therefore, behold, the days are coming, declares the
LORD, when it shall no longer be said, ‘As the LORD lives
who brought up the people of Israel out of the land of Egypt,’

15 but ‘As the LORD lives who brought up the people of
Israel out of the north country and out of all the countries
where he had driven them.” For I will bring them back to
their own land that I gave to their fathers.

16 “Behold, I am sending for many fishers, declares the
LORD, and they shall catch them. And afterward I will
send for many hunters, and they shall hunt them from every
mountain and every hill, and out of the clefts of the rocks.

17 For my eyes are on all their ways. They are not hidden
from me, nor is their iniquity concealed from my eyes.

18 But first [ will doubly repay their iniquity and their sin, be-
cause they have polluted my land with the carcasses of their
detestable idols, and have filled my inheritance with their
abominations.”

19 0 LORD, my strength and my stronghold, my refuge in
the day of trouble, to you shall the nations come from the
ends of the earth and say: “Our fathers have inherited noth-
ing but lies, worthless things in which there is no profit.

20 Can man make for himself gods? Such are not gods!”

21 “Therefore, behold, I will make them know, this once I
will make them know my power and my might, and they
shall know that my name is the LORD.”

U 202

Engaging with Words
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What is God's true intention
in judging our sins firmly?

(v. 21)
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Think about the heart of lov-
ing parents who discipline
their child and apply that to

consider God's heart for you.

S 30 oht =4
God Moment

79



Sk Ok

?_F =25 One Word
&Y o 70| S4ot7| Lol
= FASUZRE
EdEUC

CEA

|_|'E7 |E One Prayer
s M UZCE

NS QR A=

SEH I|EE 7IERILIC

w2|9 AHXLE et 71=

Prayer for Churches & Pastors

HRALH IR E], HSMN)

ARSI ?2\ i\*oé(NJ)
US| OIS 23t

80

Qiciglol 22

SiLiES| 24
God'’s True Intention

RO eSS et oftfg e AH0] HF FHSUCL sttE2
01|E1|UI0F01|71I OHLHE RO[oHX|= I RHAE ZX|= 2ef okl
C}. 2 0lR= O=0| Set G422 = 2 i 2SS s 20F
1, 20E °Mfa*0 e U3 BE RO e %8 SHEA
0l2k= AUt 12|11 E5t ZEEE 7HK] 2, ZEEE 7t
K| 22t SHYLICE 0] 0 Zoks A2 °7Ho}: a2k 2
AREEXIA SIAIZACHE AYUC SiLtE2 28A 255 ok
SAIL afTtolal ARLICE. Ofof ofiZDjok=, HeSo| Okg= o
A ALY “SiLE & OIZAMK] GOSN
otLt= ol OHS0| FE MLt 217127 O[ZA EUAlSHE 27127
O30 23 JX| SELICH 14FELICE “TJ2{Lt 22t 20| 0]
E2|L". O[H| sttg2, A17| HES EXo| ZAGHE Sl 1
9| oiLiE s S7oke AYLICt 01H0] ArZ0|l St
Of YOI 2 OFEXI2tE AZAMNKE T oM 2215
SHAILL 2l=A7 |4 SiLfES| & THE Atgfe| LI,

God's judgment on the people of Judah is very harsh. God
tells Jeremiah that people should not get married nor have
children. It is because their children will die of deadly diseases
and there will be no one to mourn for them or bury them. God
also tells Jeremiah that people should not go to the house
where there is funeral as well as to the house where there is
feasting. God says that He will bring an end to the sounds of
joy and gladness. Jeremiah then asks God on behalf of the
people “Why has the Lord decreed such a great disaster on
us? What wrong have we done?”

Has God really given up on the people? Will God really bring
an end to everything? The answer is “No.” In verse 14, we
read, “However, the days are coming.” God's plan is to judge
people so that, through judgment, people will come to know
that He is truly God. Although this may not be how God nor-
mally works, it is one way that God uses to save and redeem
us because He loves us.
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Reading insight

The sin of Judah is that their hearts are overcome by idolatry
instead of God's Word. In the face of God's judgment that will
come upon the people, Jeremiah asks for mercy. God tells
Jeremiah to keep the Sabbath day and recover the life of mak-
ing sacrifices and offerings.

Jeremiah 17:5-14

5 Thus says the LORD: “Cursed is the man who trusts in
man and makes flesh his strength, whose heart turns away
from the LORD.

6 He is like a shrub in the desert, and shall not see any good
come. He shall dwell in the parched places of the wilderness,
in an uninhabited salt land.

7 “Blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD, whose trust is
the LORD.

8He s like a tree planted by water, that sends out its roots by
the stream, and does not fear when heat comes, for its leaves
remain green, and is not anxious in the year of drought, for it
does not cease to bear fruit.”

9 The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately
sick; who can understand it?

10T the LORD search the heart and test the mind, to give ev-

ery man according to his ways, according to the fruit of his
deeds.”

11 Like the partridge that gathers a brood that she did not
hatch, so is he who gets riches but not by justice; in the midst
of his days they will leave him, and at his end he will be a
fool.

12 A glorious throne set on high from the beginning is the
place of our sanctuary.

130 LORD, the hope of Israel, all who forsake you shall be
put to shame; those who turn away from youshall be written
in the earth, for they have forsaken the LORD, the fountain
of living water.

14 Heal me, O LORD, and I shall be healed; save me, and I
shall be saved, for you are my praise.
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Engaglng with Words
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What blessings will those
who trust in the Lord experi-
ence? (vs. 7-8)

0fl2 |U|0F 14301 otLtES
E502 KAS A0
8T USLICE SHtEH o
SlES 1ol EHAIL.
Jeremiah makes a “passive”
confession as opposed to
“active” confession in v. 14.
Could you make your own
similar confession to God?
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“Hector and the Search for Happiness” is a novel written by a

French psychologist Francois Lelord about finding happiness

in everyday life. It tells a story about a psychologist embarking

on a trip in search of true meaning of happiness. This book

shares 23 secrets to happiness, nine of which are as follows:

1. The first secret to happiness is not to compare one’s self to
others.

2. Happiness is sometimes found unexpectedly.

3. Many people think that happiness is found only in the future.

4. Many people think their happiness will grow more with
wealth and importance.

5. Happiness is taking a walk in an unknown beautiful forest.

6. Happiness is not a goal to be achieved.

7. Happiness is being together with the person you love.

8. Unhappiness is breaking up with the person you love,

9. Happiness is knowing that all the needs in your family has
been met.

There is really nothing new here. Being content and thankful

with what you have is the secret to happiness. “Everything is

God's grace.”



A, olld 2 3 =2 ER AR

Journaling with Jesus Ol MZEBHELITIE?
A 7| first moment Prayer
B4k reading & QT

St 22 One Word

@=9| ZAL Thanks Note

CE=T|&E One Prayer

*SiLI'E S| Ok, F412| O0F God's heart & your heart

* 0f|=Hat S&sh= A4S l5H For Walking with Jesus

* 23 O 20|, "a| Taking it deeper, further

facebook @152 %1502

142 9/T Oj+ T SRS 012D 42, THYS,
Ol TOLX] 431 FIEX] 7S SRIAI.




2 0 OCT
3} Tue

£ 7)4o]o]Al
shtd

God the Potter

S=2F Reading Plan

of|#u|o} Jeremiah 18%

®

MO0H(E98%)
Z= Off LH7F L7 A

0{=7|= Opening Prayer

F0| 22]00|AH

KHIE HIFEANM.

Lord. Have Mercy on Us.
o509 # Y, 0 FH|

Doing & Being for Today

90

37|

18-20%2 OlI2A|D]OFOI|A| 23t OIS A SHLfES| HEC2, E7|
Z0[9| H|FLt THHT S7|2| HIRE Soli 2= TIEL Li=toi| T
of ofLteo| Jo S ZZ5HH, 0[0f 2ot SHLtEM| B[t
ROMES oot IS TSRO 0|A2A HES2 Ao

£|S Aok 2|0j0FS =015 L.

olzflojof 18:1-8, 18-20

1 o Bop e o mlofel ) Qe W o] 2]
21 lojut E71g0l9] HO.2 Welzket 7t A7)
oA U 2 A S Felet shal7| 2

3 Ut E71gole] HOE Welrbh B3 b 2e
22 s

4 F0.2 QHE 50| £7)4o] o] &4 HAT) 1
HaReE A7) O] L Y2 R AR UE
elef

5 7 wfo] o :0}e] w2o] A Y] e o] 24 5]

6 ] 3.0}9] Wo]U e o] ekl Zo} o] E7] e
73k 3 2ol Wb 5] W alo] A ek Eakal
U o] 22fel S0} A Zo] E7]0]o] of 91 2
o] Y57} v o] Q=] e}

7 U7k ol WS 0|t F71E BAL 47 st
g ujo

8 919l W7} 9k 1 vl zo) 19] ofl 4 Hol7)el uf
7t oA Wel7)2 AZsHaE Al dhstel &
Sol7| A1

18 150] Wa}/| 2 02 927} S vhof ofmop
S A2 ARPEAAN &4o], Az e Aol A N 3
2ol ARl AN 2ol FolA|x| okfT Aoy
02} 927k 312 28 X3 1) of@ el FeJ3}
A WA spfolch

19 0 59}o] LS Bouit Lpe} tlio] Rk 15
o B2 Sof 1A

20 o k0.2 1 gFoelo|7tul 250 Lho] Al
2 sfokeln 7ol Btolth Ut 1o Hieg
TS AA] Bol7] e skt %o ol AA] T5
shol froleh e B AL 7] ofahe A



Reading insight

Jeremiah Chapter 18-20 contains God's words that came to
Jeremiah for the eighth time in which God's absolute sov-
ereignty over all nations and people is described using the
metaphor of the potter and a broken clay jar. It also contains
the judgment for the people of Judah who sinned against God.
When the people hear the indictment of their sins, they try to
get rid of Jeremiah.

Jeremiah 18:1-8, 18-20

1The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD:

2“Arise, and go down to the potter’s house, and there I will
let you hear my words.”

3 So I went down to the potter’s house, and there he was
working at his wheel.

4 And the vessel he was making of clay was spoiled in the
potter’s hand, and he reworked it into another vessel, as it
seemed good to the potter to do.

5 Then the word of the LORD came to me:

6“0 house of Israel, can I not do with you as this potter has
done? declares the LORD. Behold, like the clay in the pot-
ter’s hand, so are you in my hand, O house of Israel.

7 If at any time I declare concerning a nation or a kingdom,
that [ will pluck up and break down and destroy it,

8 and if that nation, concerning which I have spoken, turns
from its evil, I will relent of the disaster that I intended to do
toit.

18 Then they said, “Come, let us make plots against Jeremi-
ah, for the law shall not perish from the priest, nor counsel
from the wise, nor the word from the prophet. Come, let us
strike him with the tongue, and let us not pay attention to any
of his words.”

19 Hear me, O LORD, and listen to the voice of my adversar-
ies.

20 Should good be repaid with evil? Yet they have dug a pit
for my life. Remember how I stood before you to speak good
for them, to turn away your wrath from them.
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What do the people of Israel
try to do to Jeremiah who
pointed out and revealed
their sins against God? (v. 18)
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The evil in the hearts of the
people of Israel is evident in
their attempt to pay back
good with evil. What evil is in
our hearts?
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God brings Jeremiah to the potter's house to give him a mes-
sage. As the potter works with a pot, it breaks down in pot—
ter's hands. The potter then forms it into another pot, shaping
seemed best to him. The pot can be created only by the hands
of the potter. And the clay that was originally intended to be
made into a tall jar can be changed and created into a wide
bowl. Away from the hands of the potter, the clay will simply
remain as nothing more than clay.

Similarly, God desires for us to remain in God’s hands. When
God saw all that God had made in their places, God saw that
it was good. Are in places of life that pleases God? It is written
in Romans 12:3, “For by the grace given me | say to every one
of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought,
but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance
with the faith God has distributed to each of you.”
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Reading insight

While Chapter 19 describes God’s firm intention of judging
Judah through the metaphor of a broken pot, Chapter 20 de-
scribes the response of the people of Judah after they hear the
warning of God's judgment. After hearing the prophecy from
Jeremiah regarding the fall of Judah by Babylon, the priest
Pashhur persecutes Jeremiah and gives to the people a con—
tradicting and false prophecy.

Jeremiah 20:1-11

1 Now Pashhur the priest, the son of Immer, who was chief of-
ficer in the house of the LORD, heard Jeremiah prophesying
these things.

2 Then Pashhur beat Jeremiah the prophet, and put him in the
stocks that were in the upper Benjamin Gate of the house of the
LORD.

3 The next day, when Pashhur released Jeremiah from the
stocks, Jeremiah said to him, “The LORD does not call your
name Pashhur, but Terror On Every Side.

4 For thus says the LORD: Behold, I will make you a terror to
yourself and to all your friends. They shall fall by the sword of
their enemies while you look on. And I will give all Judah into
the hand of the king of Babylon. He shall carry them captive to
Babylon, and shall strike them down with the sword.
5Moreover, I will give all the wealth of the city, all its gains, all
its prized belongings, and all the treasures of the kings of Judah
into the hand of their enemies, who shall plunder them and seize
them and carry them to Babylon.

6 And you, Pashhur, and all who dwell in your house, shall go
into captivity. To Babylon you shall go, and there you shall die,
and there you shall be buried, you and all your friends, to whom
you have prophesied falsely.”

70 LORD, you have deceived me, and I was deceived; you are
stronger than I, and you have prevailed. I have become a laugh-
ingstock all the day; everyone mocks me.

8 For whenever [ speak, I cry out, I shout, “Violence and de-
struction!” For the word of the LORD has become for me a re-
proach and derision all day long.

9 If I say, “I will not mention him, or speak any more in his
name,” there is in my heart as it were a burning fire shut up in
my bones, and | am weary with holding it in, and I cannot.

10 For [ hear many whispering. Terror is on every side! “De-
nounce him! Let us denounce him!” say all my close friends,
watching for my fall. “Perhaps he will be deceived; then we can
overcome him and take our revenge on him.”

11 But the LORD is with me as a dread warrior; therefore my
persecutors will stumble; they will not overcome me. They will
be greatly shamed, for they will not succeed. Their eternal dis-
honor will never be forgotten.
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How did God judge Pashhur
who persecuted Jeremiah?
(vs. 4-6)
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The real shame for Christians
is to live their lives without
following God’s Word. What
do you consider to be
shameful in your own life?
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Just as there is no way of turning back once the potter shat-
ters the pot, there is no turning back also for Judah. They were
stubborn and did not listen to God. They refused to turn to
God. Even though Jeremiah cried out that they should repent
and return to God, no one paid any attention to him. Instead,
they argued that God would never judge them and they only
followed what they wanted to hear from false prophets. And
they tried to get rid of Jeremiah who spoke of judgment. So,
Jeremiah cried out to God in frustration, “You deceived me,
Lord, and | was deceived; you overpowered me and prevailed.
| am ridiculed all day long; everyone mocks me (v. 7).”
Jeremiah tried to deliver God's message to the people. But the
only response he got from them was resistance, persecution,
ridicule and mockery. Pastor Jae Lee once said, “There is
nothing shameful about Christians experiencing condemnation
and entrapment. The real shame for Christians is to declare
that they are God's people saved by grace only to live lives
that show no relevance to God's Word other than going to
church on Sundays.”
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Reading insight

King Zedekiah sends Pashhur and Zephaniah to Jeremiah to
ask God to save them from the threat of Babylon, but instead
God will punish Judah. God makes it clear that Judah is not
destroyed by Babylon, but by God's wrath of their sins.

Jeremiah 21:4-13

4 “Thus you shall say to Zedekiah, ‘Thus says the LORD,
the God of Israel: Behold, I will turn back the weapons of
war that are in your hands and with which you are fighting
against the king of Babylon and against the Chaldeans who
are besieging you outside the walls. And I will bring them to-
gether into the midst of this city.

5 I myself will fight against you with outstretched hand and
strong arm, in anger and in fury and in great wrath.

6 And I will strike down the inhabitants of this city, both man
and beast. They shall die of a great pestilence.

7 Afterward, declares the LORD, I will give Zedekiah king
of Judah and his servants and the people in this city who sur-
vive the pestilence, sword, and famine into the hand of Ne-
buchadnezzar king of Babylon and into the hand of their en-
emies, into the hand of those who seek their lives. He shall
strike them down with the edge of the sword. He shall not
pity them or spare them or have compassion.’

8 “And to this people you shall say: ‘Thus says the LORD:
Behold, I set before you the way of life and the way of death.

9 He who stays in this city shall die by the sword, by famine,
and by pestilence, but he who goes out and surrenders to the
Chaldeans who are besieging you shall live and shall have
his life as a prize of war.

10 For [ have set my face against this city for harm and not
for good, declares the LORD: it shall be given into the hand
of the king of Babylon, and he shall burn it with fire.’

11“And to the house of the king of Judah say, ‘Hear the word
ofthe LORD,

12 O house of David! Thus says the LORD: “’Execute jus-
tice in the morning, and deliver from the hand of the oppres-
sor him who has been robbed, lest my wrath go forth like
fire, and burn with none to quench it, because of your evil
deeds.””

13 “Behold, I am against you, O inhabitant of the valley, O
rock of the plain, declares the LORD; you who say, ‘Who
shall come down against us, or who shall enter our habita-
tions?’

U 202

Engaging with Words

sPet 0120 8f0] =202 7+
Tot= RCHEE0A StLE2
O LS SHALTE (4-10)
What does God say to the
people of Judah who ask only
for help without repentance?
(vs. 4-10)

A2 FAMRE S0l CHEt
71240] ASHL7?

Do you remember fearing
God?
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Dad, I'm scared!
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| have three children | love. My children now have grown up and
become college students and high school students, but they are
still my most precious children. | am definitely transgenerational.
Now, when | look at my father who is approaching the age of 80, |
feel sad and grateful to him who was once an authoritarian father.
So, | wanted to be an easy—going and fun father for our children.
When my children were very young, they definitely liked me more
than their mother. They even had fun taking a bath with their fa-
ther.

However, as the children grew up and became elementary school
students and did something wrong, | had to reproach and discipline
them. Then one day, when | saw my youngest daughter, who was
playing with her puppy outside, eating food without washing her
hands, | rebuked her. My daughter when asleep that night got up
and was standing in the corner of the room crying and trembling.
When | ran to her she said, “Dad, I'm scared!” Surprised, | realized |
became a scary dad to my children.

In fact, | hate being a terrifying dad. For children, | just want to be
a warm, comfortable, and fun dad. So after that | tried to change
a lot. How about now? On the contrary, they may see their father
being too easygoing. But what's clear is that they honor Dad's
words more than ever. Still, | don't want to be a scary dad, but the
image of a scary dad for my kids probably won't go away.
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Reading insight

God rebukes the kings of Judah for being accountable as their
kings who have led the people of Judah to sin and death. They
only used God—given power and wealth for themselves, not for
justice or the common good.

Jeremiah 22:6-18

6 For thus says the LORD concerning the house of the king of
Judah: “’You are like Gilead to me, like the summit of Lebanon,
yet surely I will make you a desert, an uninhabited city.

7 T will prepare destroyers against you, each with his weapons,
and they shall cut down your choicest cedars and cast them into
the fire.

8’ And many nations will pass by this city, and every man will
say to his neighbor, “Why has the LORD dealt thus with this
great city?”

9 And they will answer, “Because they have forsaken the cov-
enant of the LORD their God and worshiped other gods and
served them.”””

10 Weep not for him who is dead, nor grieve for him, but weep
bitterly for him who goes away, for he shall return no more to
see his native land.

11 For thus says the LORD concerning Shallum the son of Josi-
ah, king of Judah, who reigned instead of Josiah his father, and
who went away from this place: “He shall return here no more,
12 but in the place where they have carried him captive, there
shall he die, and he shall never see this land again.”

13 “Woe to him who builds his house by unrighteousness, and
his upper rooms by injustice, who makes his neighbor serve
him for nothing and does not give him his wages,

14who says, ‘I will build myselfa great house with spacious up-
per rooms,” who cuts out windows for it, paneling it with cedar
and painting it with vermilion.

15 Do you think you are a king because you compete in cedar?
Did not your father eat and drink and do justice and righteous-
ness? Then it was well with him.

16 He judged the cause of the poor and needy; then it was well.
Is not this to know me? declares the LORD.

17 But you have eyes and heart only for your dishonest gain, for
shedding innocent blood, and for practicing oppression and vi-
olence.”

18 Therefore thus says the LORD concerning Jehoiakim the son
of Josiah, king of Judah: “They shall not lament for him, saying,
‘Ah, my brother!” or ‘Ah, sister!” They shall not lament for him,
saying, ‘Ah, lord!” or ‘Ah, his majesty!’

|-M A OE
=20
Engaglng with Words

SILIEHM RCh 2S04 1 &
S CIoFR| Zetofl Chal| Rt
aprsi oA LITR
(6-7,11-12,18)
What is God telling the kings
of Judah about not fulfilling
their responsibilities?
(vs.6-7,11-12,18)

SiLIES GAl oA ¥X 2ot
Tl HokyLch SA 2|7} &
7| $Jo SIS OfZA| 5t A
Li7F?

God wants you to be a spiri—
tual leader too. What are you
doing to become a spiritual
leader?

S 30 oht =4
God Moment
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Henry Blackaby explains the difference between worldly leaders
and spiritual leaders in a book called “Spiritual Leadership”.
“The leader in the world is a person who effectively solves the
problems an organization has and maximizes the profits of the
members through various ideas and attempts. Such a leader is
called a successful leader. Hence, he must be competent and
always sensitive to the needs of the changing organization. In
this way, leadership in the world requires problem solving and
success, but God—established spiritual leadership demands
maturity. Not only for the maturity of the leader himself, but also
for the maturity of the members of the organization who held
him accountable. It is to become children of God who resemble
God's character and accurately represent it to the world. Strictly
speaking, even for leaders and members of the organization,
it may be said that there is only one true leader, God, but the
reason for establishing a visible leader is to follow and obey the
true leader that is invisible through training. The leader will be
trying to let them learn. Spiritual leaders are not self-prepared
volunteers, but are appointed by God. Therefore, the most im—
portant thing for a spiritual leader is to have a relationship with
God, obey the guidance of the Holy Spirit with earnest prayer,
and live life according to that guidance.”
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Reading insight

God speaks judgment to the false prophets and leaders who
scatter the people by neglecting them. But God will bring His
people back from the scattered places and raise new leaders
to help them prosper. God's stern words are spoken to them.

Jeremiah 23:5-8, 23-31

5“Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I
will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign
as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righ-
teousness in the land.

6 In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell se-
curely. And this is the name by which he will be called: ‘The
LORD is our righteousness.’

7 “Therefore, behold, the days are coming, declares the
LORD, when they shall no longer say, ‘As the LORD lives
who brought up the people of Israel out of the land of Egypt,’

8 but ‘As the LORD lives who brought up and led the off-
spring of the house of Israel out of the north country and out
of all the countries where he had driven them.” Then they
shall dwell in their own land.”

23 “Am I a God at hand, declares the LORD, and not a God
faraway?
24 Can a man hide himself in secret places so that I cannot

see him? declares the LORD. Do I not fill heaven and earth?
declares the LORD.

25 [ have heard what the prophets have said who prophesy
lies in my name, saying, ‘I have dreamed, | have dreamed!”’

26 How long shall there be lies in the heart of the prophets
who prophesy lies, and who prophesy the deceit of their own
heart,

27 who think to make my people forget my name by their
dreams that they tell one another, even as their fathers forgot
my name for Baal?

28 Let the prophet who has a dream tell the dream, but let
him who has my word speak my word faithfully. What has
straw in common with wheat? declares the LORD.

29 [s not my word like fire, declares the LORD, and like a
hammer that breaks the rock in pieces?

30 Therefore, behold, I am against the prophets, declares the
LORD, who steal my words from one another.

31 Behold, I am against the prophets, declares the LORD,
who use their tongues and declare, ‘declares the LORD.’

U 202

Engaging with Words

0j2Hel & HAlOe] ELidE &
=2 O of2fotn UZLI7R
(5-6%)

How does the text predict
the arrival of the future King,
the Messiah? (v. 5-6)

QAFILt Lot SH StAl= otltd
O=F Qlofi, 0229 2t A=Z2
OfEA 2RI USLIR
How can your words and ac—
tions be different because of
the God who is always with
you?

24 Z0j it Y

God Moment

107



ro
n2
of3

9

44 o
Z gy
S

m

0z

ol

N

40

o

ML FO O
oz e
E

i)
-
u}

o
>
d

|E One Prayer

208
SO
fogey
[=L- e

to

rol -

HO 2 e

0z Mo oy

N Ho >
ron e

H1
]
~
S
]
°
o

w2|9 AHXLE et 71=

Prayer for Churches & Pastors

29Esi0123] OHYE(N)
CJOHLEZ2A KUMC, O7[RH(N)
3|2 OHiE A5 7|

=
=
2l
ol

108

Qiciglo] A2

SHAIOj| BILKS 2AntLt 7h7lo),
£2 2a| AL

—— =

How close or far is God to you?
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Today's verses 23-24 speak of God as never being far away,
but nearby and everywhere in heaven and earth. Luke tells
us in a different way that God is never far from us. “For in him
we live and move and exist. As some of your own poets have
said, ‘We are His offspring.” And since this is true, we shouldn’t
think of God as an idol designed by craftsmen from gold or
silver or stone.” (Acts 17:28-29) Obviously, whether we do see
or do not see God, we are not only living in God, but only can
exist in God and move in God.

God reveals Himself to His people. Moses saw God in the
flames of the thorny bush in the desert. He felt God through
thunder, lightning, and the smoke filled there, even on Mount
Sinai, where he climbed to receive the Ten Commandments.
The Israelites saw God in a pillar of cloud and a pillar of fire.
Then came Immanuel (He is with us) Jesus to this world, who
died for us and redeemed us, rose after the resurrection, and
is with us through the Counselor Holy Spirit. Even now, He is
always with us.
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Reading insight

God showed Jeremiah a vision. There are two baskets in front
of the temple, one with very good figs and the other with bad
figs that cannot be eaten.

Jeremiah 24:1-10

1 After Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon had taken into ex-
ile from Jerusalem Jeconiah the son of Jehoiakim, king of
Judah, together with the officials of Judah, the craftsmen,
and the metal workers, and had brought them to Babylon,
the LORD showed me this vision: behold, two baskets of
figs placed before the temple of the LORD.

2 One basket had very good figs, like first-ripe figs, but the
other basket had very bad figs, so bad that they could not be
eaten.

3 And the LORD said to me, “What do you see, Jeremiah?”’
I said, “Figs, the good figs very good, and the bad figs very
bad, so bad that they cannot be eaten.”

4Then the word of the LORD came to me:

5 “Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: Like these good
figs, so I will regard as good the exiles from Judah, whom I
have sent away from this place to the land of the Chaldeans.

6 I will set my eyes on them for good, and I will bring them
back to this land. I will build them up, and not tear them
down; I will plant them, and not uproot them.

7T will give them a heart to know that I am the LORD, and
they shall be my people and I will be their God, for they shall
return to me with their whole heart.

8 “But thus says the LORD: Like the bad figs that are so bad
they cannot be eaten, so will I treat Zedekiah the king of Ju-
dah, his officials, the remnant of Jerusalem who remain in
this land, and those who dwell in the land of Egypt.

9 I will make them a horror to all the kingdoms of the earth,
to be a reproach, a byword, a taunt, and a curse in all the
places where I shall drive them.

10 And I will send sword, famine, and pestilence upon them,
until they shall be utterly destroyed from the land that I gave
to them and their fathers.”
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Engaging with Words
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What do good figs and bad
figs mean? (vs. 5-7, 8-10)
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In today’s text, God speaks of good and bad figs. ‘Good figs’
refers to the Israelites who were taken to Babylon and repent-
ed, and ‘bad figs to those who remained in Jerusalem and
Palestine without repentance and those who fled to Egypt. Re—
member the standards to determine whether figs are good or
bad. God's path to the ‘good fig' seems like a “to-be avoided
path”, which leads to greater suffering and hardship. Instead,
didn’t the path to the ‘bad figs" seem like the way we should
choose in this world?

But God's standards are clearly different. Colossians 3:1-2
says: “Since you have been raised to new life with Christ, set
your sights on the realities of heaven, where Christ sits in the
place of honor at God's right hand. Think about the things of
heaven, not the things of earth.” Sometimes, even if you take
a different path away from your will, you should not have hope
on something futile, but seek something eternal. | pray for and
encourage all the members of the United Methodist Church to
choose what God says is good.
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Reading insight

It shows how the mission (1:10) given by God when Jeremiah
was called will be fulfilled. The words “70 years™ and “the cup
of anger” reveal how great is God's anger at Israel’s sins.

Jeremiah 25:8-18

8 “Therefore thus says the LORD of hosts: Because you
have not obeyed my words,

9 behold, I will send for all the tribes of the north, declares
the LORD, and for Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon,
my servant, and I will bring them against this land and its in-
habitants, and against all these surrounding nations. I will
devote them to destruction, and make them a horror, a hiss-
ing, and an everlasting desolation.

10 Moreover, I will banish from them the voice of mirth and
the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom and the
voice of the bride, the grinding of the millstones and the light
of the lamp.

11 This whole land shall become a ruin and a waste, and
these nations shall serve the king of Babylon seventy years.

12 Then after seventy years are completed, [ will punish the
king of Babylon and that nation, the land of the Chaldeans,
for their iniquity, declares the LORD, making the land an ev-
erlasting waste.

13T will bring upon that land all the words that [ have uttered
against it, everything written in this book, which Jeremiah
prophesied against all the nations.

14 For many nations and great kings shall make slaves even
of them, and I will recompense them according to their
deeds and the work of their hands.”

15 Thus the LORD, the God of Israel, said to me: “Take from
my hand this cup of the wine of wrath, and make all the na-
tions to whom I send you drink it.

16 They shall drink and stagger and be crazed because of the
sword that [ am sending among them.”

17 So I took the cup from the LORD’s hand, and made all the
nations to whom the LORD sent me drink it:

18 Jerusalem and the cities of Judah, its kings and officials, to
make them a desolation and a waste, a hissing and a curse, as
atthis day;
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The Israelites lost the land God promised because they did
not obey God's Word and did not turn away from evil deeds.
God tells them that when they return, they will inhabit the land
again. But when they come back, it's not just about returning.
They must realize that they are wrong and turn around. Their
enlightenment will be “God’s way is right.” They have to realize
that “My way is not right”.

But returning is not easy. Jeremiah preached the word of God
for 23 years and before that many prophets preached, but they
were not converted. However, God's salvation will come to
those who are converted. God will restore them, “First seek
his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be
added to you.” (Matthew 6:33)
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Reading insight

Jeremiah conveys the Word of God to the Israelites just as
he heard. The priests, prophets, and people who heard these
words say that Jeremiah should be killed. Others say there is
no reason to kill him,

Jeremiah 26:4-13

4 You shall say to them, ‘Thus says the LORD: If you will
not listen to me, to walk in my law that I have set before you,

5 and to listen to the words of my servants the prophets
whom I send to you urgently, though you have not listened,

6 then I will make this house like Shiloh, and I will make this
city a curse for all the nations of the earth.””

7 The priests and the prophets and all the people heard Jere-
miah speaking these words in the house of the LORD.

8 And when Jeremiah had finished speaking all that the
LORD had commanded him to speak to all the people, then
the priests and the prophets and all the people laid hold of
him, saying, “You shall die!

2 Why have you prophesied in the name of the LORD, say-
ing, ‘This house shall be like Shiloh, and this city shall be
desolate, without inhabitant’?”” And all the people gathered
around Jeremiah in the house of the LORD.

10 When the officials of Judah heard these things, they came
up from the king’s house to the house of the LORD and took
their seat in the entry of the New Gate of the house of the
LORD.

11 Then the priests and the prophets said to the officials and
to all the people, “This man deserves the sentence of death,
because he has prophesied against this city, as you have
heard with your own ears.”

12 Then Jeremiah spoke to all the officials and all the people,
saying, “The LORD sent me to prophesy against this house
and this city all the words you have heard.

13 Now therefore mend your ways and your deeds, and obey
the voice of the LORD your God, and the LORD will relent
of the disaster that he has pronounced against you.
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Why does Jeremiah say that
the temple in Jerusalem is
destined to collapse?

(vs. 4-6)
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What is God's intention for
Jeremiah to prophecy re-
garding the temple? (v. 13)
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SiLiEe| HES ISsHLIN?

Are you listening to God’'s Word?

25 =E2 C0[0oF MXIXfA st HES 25k 7Hdot
A 21 2 HotH, (soto| S42|E PTE XS OfEHA 2
HotAl= oiLtESl HZYULILE 010 =Z2t o2 0|ok= SHLEO|
FAlE 252 MARESLH UXINEL 22 HES0A HotX|T,
=2 252 G| 0|0FE F0[H1 YL 2Lt 1 Xyl &
2 YZS2 JA0| oiLigel HZUS LABLIL 252 22
 B|A7|OF AlCHOH| O7F MXIKLE 7|AHY, =20k AlCiS] 2
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2 oftg9| S48 SOHAIR. 2|1 FHO| Xj2{0] MAIZ

Fg2| 0|F2= SHEUC.

In today’s text God tells Jeremiah not to add to or subtract from
the words of God. God is begging people to listen to Jeremi—
ah’s voice. Jeremiah, who obeys God, delivers God's words to
the priests, the prophets, and all the people, but instead they
want to kill Jeremiah. However, some elders in the area real-
ize it is the Word of God. They remember prophet Micah in the
time of Hezekiah a long time ago and prophet Uriah in the time
of Jehoiakim.

Even when God's words are spoken, if people do not listen,
they will not only reject God's message, but will also fall into
greater evil that kills God's people. Are you listening to God's
Word? Hear the voice of God to be sanctified by the Word and
prayer through submissiveness. My blessing in the name of
the Lord is that you will stand in the place of salvation.
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Reading insight

Today’s text is set in the background of what happened when
King Zedekiah's reign began in BC 598. God told Jeremiah
to make a string and a yoke and put it on his neck. Also, by
placing a string and a yoke on the hands of the delegates from
various countries, God reminds people that He has all sover—
eignty.

Jeremiah 27:1-11

11In the beginning of the reign of Zedekiah the son of Josiah,
king of Judah, this word came to Jeremiah from the LORD.

2 Thus the LORD said to me: “Make yourself straps and
yoke-bars, and put them on your neck.

3 Send word to the king of Edom, the king of Moab, the
king of the sons of Ammon, the king of Tyre, and the king of
Sidon by the hand of the envoys who have come to Jerusa-
lem to Zedekiah king of Judah.

4 Give them this charge for their masters: ‘Thus says the
LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: This is what you shall say
to your masters:

5 “It is [ who by my great power and my outstretched arm
have made the earth, with the men and animals that are on
the earth, and I give it to whomever it seems right to me.

6 Now I have given all these lands into the hand of Nebu-
chadnezzar, the king of Babylon, my servant, and [ have giv-
en him also the beasts of the field to serve him.

7 All the nations shall serve him and his son and his grand-
son, until the time of his own land comes. Then many na-
tions and great kings shall make him their slave.

8 “”But if any nation or kingdom will not serve this Ne-
buchadnezzar king of Babylon, and put its neck under the
yoke of the king of Babylon, I will punish that nation with
the sword, with famine, and with pestilence, declares the
LORD, until I have consumed it by his hand.

2 So do not listen to your prophets, your diviners, your
dreamers, your fortune-tellers, or your sorcerers, who are
saying to you, You shall not serve the king of Babylon.’

10For itis a lie that they are prophesying to you, with the re-
sult that you will be removed far from your land, and I will
drive you out, and you will perish.

11 But any nation that will bring its neck under the yoke of
the king of Babylon and serve him, I will leave on its own
land, to work it and dwell there, declares the LORD.”””
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What grace will be given to
those who are well equipped
to bear the yoke that God has
allowed? (v. 11)
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The prophet Jeremiah warns the priests and all the people not
to listen to the sweet words of false prophets any more, but to
be careful. Everyone has “his or her favorite words to hear”.
However, pleasing words may not be the right ones. The stan—
dard of my favorite word is “I" myself. However, the standard
of “good sound” and “right sound” is God.

When you were young, your parents’ compliments sounded
good, but when your parents criticized you, were there times
when you were sad or turned off? Sometimes, after a while,
you might experience regret if you realized your over-reac-
tion at that time. Listen to the voice of God. Even if the voice
sometimes causes pain or hardship, the God who loves us
gives us the voice we need most. Today, among the many
sounds in the world, | shall choose to listen to the Lord’s voice.
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Reading insight

When the false prophets roamed the land, there was a di-
alogue between God's prophet Jeremiah and false prophet
Hananiah. In their conversation, God exposed false prophecies
and said that He will judge them.

Jeremiah 28:5-17

5 Then the prophet Jeremiah spoke to Hananiah the prophet in
the presence of the priests and all the people who were standing
in the house of the LORD,

6 and the prophet Jeremiah said, “Amen! May the LORD do so;
may the LORD make the words that you have prophesied come
true, and bring back to this place from Babylon the vessels of
the house of the LORD, and all the exiles.

7 Yet hear now this word that I speak in your hearing and in the
hearing of all the people.

8 The prophets who preceded you and me from ancient times
prophesied war, famine, and pestilence against many countries
and greatkingdoms.

9 As for the prophet who prophesies peace, when the word of
that prophet comes to pass, then it will be known that the LORD
has truly sent the prophet.”

10 Then the prophet Hananiah took the yoke-bars from the neck
of Jeremiah the prophet and broke them.

11 And Hananiah spoke in the presence of all the people, say-
ing, “Thus says the LORD: Even so will  break the yoke of Ne-
buchadnezzar king of Babylon from the neck of all the nations
within two years.” But Jeremiah the prophet went his way.

12 Sometime after the prophet Hananiah had broken the yoke-
bars from off the neck of Jeremiah the prophet, the word of the
LORD came to Jeremiah:

13 “Qo, tell Hananiah, ‘Thus says the LORD: You have broken
wooden bars, but you have made in their place bars of iron.

14 For thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: I have
put upon the neck of all these nations an iron yoke to serve Ne-
buchadnezzar king of Babylon, and they shall serve him, for I
have given to him even the beasts of the field.””

15 And Jeremiah the prophet said to the prophet Hananiah, “Lis-
ten, Hananiah, the LORD has not sent you, and you have made
this people trust in a lie.

16 Therefore thus says the LORD: ‘Behold, I will remove you
from the face of the earth. This year you shall die, because you
have uttered rebellion against the LORD.’”

17 In that same year, in the seventh month, the prophet Hanani-
ahdied.
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What is God's word to Hana-
niah who prophesies falsely?
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Have you ever felt bad about
a sermon delivered by a pas—
tor? Why did you have that
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Preaching that suits my taste

28%1t 080= G[D|Opt OH £ THE MX[AI2t Sk MRS
9] 0|0] SHEUL,. (SILLHHE At (AOfopat= Ak
UL}, OIS= 02 0jOF2t 20| SOl 2Z0|2t St0f 025t
1 AEULE. 22 259 o2 (REH7E 2F BYSHA| Y=
Ltz S/Yo| HAIXIREUCE. 22{Lt SiLE2 SHALRt ADH0FR}
19| AiESS EotA L, ROV BAUES SoH 02|0|0F] HiA|
X7t 222 EOINES ST L1 UXIT, 11 YAl |OHARSE2
HRS7MQ? CHCt2| AFES0| Glj24| 0|0t SHALERE ADt0F)
2SS =715 O F0R JSS o MRS,

1 OlF= =9 HAIXZHE E710 S, O A4S0] Hok=
HIAIX|7] 2O UELICE. 22|10 (SHALEH (ADLOF) HA| Xt
MES 21 20J= 0159 OKgS 20| SHAISHL 201 SHX|
247101l OFX| otLtEe| EEQlE T = AAE A-UCE K= Al
CHoll, 32 SAIRt +H2 duAS 7124 =7] 2 2, A
=SHQ 2wl Ests 01S0] oYU E= 0155, W &%t
O %= 2w E Mot =25 UL oiLfg0] Motz HAKIE =
OHAIR, SILES| HIA|IX|ZH HSHES SHYAIR.

0|Z0] HHE 22| AEQI0|Q, HEE AFFAIYLICE

In chapters 28 and 29, the names of people who are prophets
other than Jeremiah appear. They are Hananiah and She-
maiah. They spoke prophecy as the words of God. But their
prophecy was a message of false hope that Judah would
never perish. Thus, God punished Hananiah and Shemaiah
and their descendants, and through the destruction of Judah
Jeremiah's message was shown to be correct. We know the
whole story now, but what about the people of Judah at that
time? The majority of people liked and followed Hananiah and
Shemaiah's words more than Jeremiah.

The reason was that their messages were more pleasant to
hear and more people liked them. Hananiah and Shemiah
were also able to preach as God's Word because they did not
want to bother those who followed and gathered around them.
Nowadays, many pastors and countless preachers focus on
easy-to—hear sermons or intellectually stimulating lectures.
The listeners also try to find a sermon that suits their taste.
Hear the message from God. Make sure to preach only God’s
message as God's servant and believer.
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Reading insight

Jeremiah prophesies by sending letters to the Israelites who
were taken captive to Babylon. The content is that staying in
Babylon is God's plan, and if they live well, settle down, pray
to God only, and spend time with God, they will come back to
Israel when His promise is due.

Jeremiah 29:1-12

1 These are the words of the letter that Jeremiah the prophet
sent from Jerusalem to the surviving elders of the exiles, and
to the priests, the prophets, and all the people, whom Nebu-
chadnezzar had taken into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon.

2This was after King Jeconiah and the queen mother, the eu-
nuchs, the officials of Judah and Jerusalem, the craftsmen,
and the metal workers had departed from Jerusalem.

3 The letter was sent by the hand of Elasah the son of
Shaphan and Gemariah the son of Hilkiah, whom Zedeki-
ah king of Judah sent to Babylon to Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon. Itsaid:

4 “Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the
exiles whom I have sent into exile from Jerusalem to Baby-
lon:

5 Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat their
produce.

6 Take wives and have sons and daughters; take wives for
your sons, and give your daughters in marriage, that they
may bear sons and daughters; multiply there, and do not de-
crease.

7 But seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into
exile, and pray to the LORD on its behalf, for in its welfare
you will find your welfare.

8 For thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: Do not
let your prophets and your diviners who are among you de-
ceive you, and do not listen to the dreams that they dream,

9 foritis a lie that they are prophesying to you in my name; I
did not send them, declares the LORD.

10 “For thus says the LORD: When seventy years are com-
pleted for Babylon, I will visit you, and I will fulfill to you
my promise and bring you back to this place.

11 For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD,
plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a
hope.

12 Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and
I'will hear you.
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What will the world look like after COVID—197?
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In March 2020, an emergency broke out around the world. The
coronavirus, which approached so suddenly, has completely
changed all our daily lives. Factories, shops, restaurants, and
even churches were all forced to close. | had never been able
to imagine worship that was not offered at church. | never
thought | would not meet devoted families of faith in person.
Many faced economic difficulties that they had not experienced
before. As the virus spreads, health concerns and difficulties
will only grow.

| was afraid that everything would collapse spiritually because
we couldn't pray and worship together. However, little by little
as time passed, | wonder if this also has a right place in God's
plan. While we are apart, we realize and rediscover what we
had not been aware of spiritually and emotionally. This time is
obviously so strange, confusing, and uncertain. | don't know
which way it will unfold, but I am looking forward to something
God will do. In the future, | would like to confess the wonderful
things of God who works through COVID-19.
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$ 1for every day, we are planting the church of Jesus Christ!

oistzta|m 3| WE|7H= 2 Nehemiah Project-Church Planting Movement
L3{|ojok$ 1 2 Mission Fund RIAIOIE hitps://go.missionfund.org/kumenehemiah

3= A& Y Tt We plant a church at a time
u| S Z1|Y T We prepare for future
shUH A A o] TZA Y T God is leading our way

22}21 312 online Giving

o8 $10,$20, $30, $ 50 per month 0 SHE $ 1 perday 0 SHEE $ 30 per month

of2{22| 12 S1Z2 st m 3| JHAS floH AFSEILICE
Your $ 1 offering will be used for church planting projects of Korean United Methodist Churches

Agiza|ms|o| n|ziE ZEH|Sks Lol ALSELICE
Your offering will support for future of The United Methodist Church.
o H0{3|= English speaking congregation

o CIQIZAIA Multi-ethnic ministry

ol

® S5t02|Z% Korean speaking congregation
o XIM|CHS|Z Next generation ministry
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How can we participate into church planting projects for Nehemiah project?

o 71H0f|A £HH| ERILICE, Youmay give as afamily.

o XS} | of e ERILICE, You may share with your children,

o MEFIER SAZEHL|LCE. You would give with your credit card.

+ Lal|0jo} 2SS Sall, HlatM|7 [R2 QLS = USLICE
This gift can be listed as a tax—deductible gift for your tax report.

Mission Fund #Atol= hitps: //go.missionfund.org/kumcnehemiah
SO F HILA! £ QEL|CE Check payable to Nehemiah Project

W3IE M= =5l0|o} 2F 25 Nehemiah Project
P O Box 5553 Englewood NJ 07631 / Email contact : kumcdevotion@gmail.com
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- week ] The First Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage

Jeremiah 1:1-19

What 1s God’s calling for you?

0 Opening Question

Whatis God's calling for you?

@ Understanding today’s passage

Have you ever heard the story of a prophetess named [Huldah]? Huldah is a female
prophet during the king Josiah of Judah and is presented only in 2 Kings 22 and 2
Chronicles 34. Whois King Josiah? 2 Kings 23:25 introduces this king:

“Never before had there been a king like Josiah, who turned to the Lord with all his
heart and soul and strength, obeying all the laws of Moses. And there has never been
aking like himsince.”

King Josiah initiated the Reformation in order to repent of all the evils, idolatry, and
sins committed by his father <Amon> and his grandfather <Manasseh>.

And Huldahis the prophet who led Josiah's repentance movement spiritually with the
words of God. But the heart of the Prophet Huldah's message is, “It's too late now.”
Because of the evils of <Manasseh> for the past 55 years, the whole of Jerusalem
was full of blood, and this wickedness had been maintained for a long time. In short,
Huldah predicted, “You will perish.” And it was the Prophet Jeremiah who received
this prophecy and witnessed the destruction of Judah in the land of Judah and contin-
ued the prophecy. Jeremiah was called by God as a prophet to weep with the people
for this last stage of destruction. Perhaps that is why Jeremiah is called <The Prophet
of Tears>.

The book of Jeremiah has 52 chapters and is the longest among the Prophecies.
Mourning, tears, and weeping are found throughout this prophecy. Perishing is vis-
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ible. However, God does not stop the destruction. Is there hope? These days young

people say, “Something was going well. but suddenly it is all messed up”. They feel
like they are ruined without even seeing the results. Where to find hope? We are now
reading the book of Jeremiah, but I pray in the name of the Lord that, in the midst of
Jeremiah's weeping, you will be able to find <the secret, the hope of victory in Jesus
Christ>.

© 1nto the Word *

1.Whatwas God’s command to Jeremiah? (vs. 7-8)

2.What two visions did God show to convince Jeremiah? (vs.11-14)

@ 1noour Life

1.What is God's calling and mission for you in this age when the authority of God's
Word has fallen?

2.How is the “God's redemption” promised to Jeremiah realized in your life?

6 Memory Verse - Jeremiah 1:8 ™

“Do not be afraid of them, for lam with you to deliver you, declares the LORD."

® Sharing with your children

How does God feel when He looks at the world now?
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- week 2 The Second Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage

Jeremiah 8:18- 9:1

What should I do?

0 Opening Question

What are the anxiety and conflicts you have experienced between your secular life
andyour spiritual life?

@ Understanding today’s passage

Despite God's words to repent of the nominal religious life of the people of Judah,
they insist thatitis all God's fault. As a result, Jeremiah's agony and conflict, who must
prophesy that Judah and his people will be destroyed and taken captive by Babylon,
will only grow. We can see how his heart is today in the short sentence in verse 18 of
the text. “You who are my Comforter in sorrow, my heart is faint within me.” How are
you? Probably many people have experienced this situation.

We may have experienced this kind of heartache when we are betrayed by our family,
we have a health problem, and we face an unexpected economic hardship. We can be
depressed by misunderstanding or slander, or by losing our loved ones. Of course,
this pain may be due to your fault or problem, but sometimes you may experience it
for no reason. And in order to prevent or overcome these, we would have tried and
used the methods of the world in our own way. But did you not realize that it wasn't
until you finally came to the sense that all of these were not going your way, and only
then did you find God? But even then, we resent God, saying, “Where was God when
struggled so hard?” However, God has never been without us. (8:19-22)

The people of Judah are still not comforted. They are still anxious and have no idea
of what to do. The nation of Judah also has no idea of what to do with the Babylonian
Empire or the Egyptians. Jeremiah sheds tears in the heart of God now for the people
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of Judah who still look only at the world, even though nothing else in the world can

satisfy them, and nothing in the world can save them. “If only my head were a pool of
water and my eyes a fountain of tears, I would weep day and night for all my people
who have been slaughtered.” (9:1)

© Into the Word *

1.Whatare two parables about the stubbornness of the people of Judah? (8: 4-7)

2.What are two reasons why the leaders of Judah did not know the words of God?
(Verse 8:8-9)

3.Why did they become false preachers?(8: 10-12)

@ 1nio our Life

1.What are the difficulties that make you sad and worried now?

2.Whatin the world is preventing you from trusting God completely?

© Memory Verse - Jeremiah 8:21

“For the wound of the daughter of my people is my heart wounded; I mourn, and dis-
may has taken hold on me.”

(@ Sharing with your children

Whatis God like to you? Talk about the God you experience.
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- week 3 The Third Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage

Jeremiah 18: 1-12

God 1s the Potter, I am the Clay

0 Opening Question

Think of the times in your life when it was crystal clear that God had led you.

@ Understanding today’s passage

God tells Jeremiah to go to the potter’s house. Why did God tell him to do that? There
are many stories about earthenware in the Bible. And every time a story is told, it
is about “God's sovereignty.” The apostle Paul also quoted this potter’s parable in
Romans chapter 9: “When a potter makes jars out of clay, doesn't he have a right to
use the same lump of clay to make one jar for decoration and another to throw gar-
bage into? In the same way, even though God has the right to show his anger and his
power, he is very patient with those on whom his anger falls, who are destined for
destruction. He does this to make the riches of his glory shine even brighter on those
towhom he shows mercy, who were prepared in advance for glory.”(Romans 9:21-23)
In today’s text, Jeremiah also saw a potter making earthenware out of potter’s fur-
nace, but his bowl was broken. The potter then made another bowl he wanted again
with a broken bowl. In other words, the message God wanted to convey to the people
of Judah through Jeremiahis, in a word, “I am a [potter] and you are [clay].” Earthen-
ware can only be made by the potter’s hands at his will. Even the earthenware that
started to make the shape of a long jar can be turned into a wide dish-shaped earth-
enware. Ifthe clay stays outside the potter's hand, itis nothing but clay.

Butwhat about the people of Judah who are called children of God:

“But the people replied, “Don't waste your breath. We will continue to live as we want
to, stubbornly following our own evil desires.” (Jeremiah 18:12) Didn't you see this in
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the world we live in now? People live according to their desire and ideas regardless

of the will of God. The temptation that keeps our heart centered away from God is as
powerful as ever and now. And the hardening of their hearts makes them want to kill
Jeremiah who pointed out and rebuked their sins. I remember the lyrics of the song
I'sang today: “The Lord is the potter and I am the clay. Make me. I pray that God will
always sincerely transform my mind to be like Him.

© 1nto the Word *

1.How do the people of Judah reject that God is the potter and they are the clay? (v.
12)

2.Whatwas the response of the people of Judah to Jeremiah who exposed Israel's

@ 1nio our Life

1.Are there any unchanging thoughts or habits you have?

2.Haveyou ever regretted what you did with your thoughts and judgment?

© Memory Verse Jeremiah 18:6

“O house of Israel, can I not do with you as this potter has done? declares the LORD.
Behold, like the clay in the potter's hand, so are you in my hand, O house of Israel.”

(@ Sharing with your children

Have you ever done anything wrong, knowing that what you were saying or doing
was not right? Why did you do that?
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- week | The Fourth Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage

Jeremiah 24:1-10

Are you a good fig tree?

0 Opening Question

Does God want whatyou want now? Why do you think so?

@ Understanding today’s passage

Today's textis a vision given to Jeremiah by God when king Jehoiachin of Judah, son of
Jehoiakim, was taken captive to Babylon. Jeremiah sees two baskets of figs placed in
front of Jehovah's temple, one with very good figs and one with bad figs that are too
rotten to eat. Whatis a good fig and what is a bad fig?

Atthattime, there were three types of people in Judah, who suffered a national crisis.
The first type were the captives in Babylon, the second were those still remained in
Jerusalem and Palestine. The third are those who fled to Egypt, which was considered
an ally at the time. In general, it seems that those who fled to Egypt had the best re-
sults, and those who were taken captive by Babylon had the worst results. So good
figs should refer to those who have fled to Egypt, and bad figs should refer to those
who have been taken captive. However, God's perspective is completely different
from ours.

Figs that were good for God were repentant there, even though they were taken cap-
tive to Babylon. And the bad figs were those who had not repented and were still in
Jerusalem and Palestine and those who had fled to Egypt. What is your standard for
good and bad? And have you not decided good or bad according to your standard?
But what is God's standard? Those who are captives, whom God says a good fig tree,
will have a disgraceful slave life in the future. It is an unchangeable reality. In their
eyes, inour eyes, itiswhatis clearly seen.
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But God knows what we don't foresee. It means that those who are in captivity would

be able to repent of their sins and look to God through the reality of the suffering.
However, those who remained in Judea or who fled to Egypt would not admit their
sins by blaming Jeremiah rather than repenting to God. Clearly, God's standards are
very different from us. Which standard will you choose?

© 1nto the Word ™

1.Whatdo the good figs and the bad figs mean? (vs. 5-7, 8-10)

2.How could captives become good fig trees? (vs. 6-7)

@O Into our Life

1.Doyoutrytofind a probleminyourself?
Orareyou looking for something wrong in others?
Doyou leave the solution to others? Or do you leave it to God?

2.Do you have an illustration of what was “bad figs” according to the standard of the
world turned into “good figs” by the grace of God?

© Memory Verse - Jeremiah 24:7

“Twill give them a heart to know thatIam the LORD, and they shall be my people and I
will be their God, for they shall return to me with their whole heart.”

@ sharing with your children ™

You don't want to live according to your own will, but want to live according to God's
will. How can you know God's heart?
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obim, Amanda Alexandre

Advance : # 3022555
Country : Honduras

Serving At : United Methodist Mission in Honduras

Home Country : Brazil

Amanda Alexandre Jobim is a Global Mission Fellow with the United
Methodist General Board of Global Ministries, engaged in a two-year
term of service. She was commissioned on July 28, 2019.

The Global Mission Fellows program takes young adults ages 20-30
out of their home environments and places them in new contexts for
mission experience and service. The program has a strong emphasis on
faith and justice. Global Mission Fellows become active parts of their
new local communities. They connect the church in mission across
cultural and geographical boundaries. They grow in personal and
social holiness and become strong young leaders working to build just
communities in a peaceful world.



Amanda is from Rio Novo, Minas Gerais, Brazil. She is currently a
member of the Methodist church in Rio Novo, Minas Gerais. In 2018, she
received a degree in production engineering from Salgado de Oliveira
University, Juiz de Fora. She has worked as an intern, in sales and as a
secretary.

When she was 6 years old, Amanda recalled, “I went to church
with my father. At the age of 9, I made the decision to be baptized. At
the age of 16, I received my call for missions, joined IMFORM and did
two years of mission and evangelism. I flourished under the district
superintendent of juveniles and I exercised my ministerial gifts
within the communications ministry at my local church.” “I remained
engaged in missionary projects to this day, waiting for God’s time for

99

commissioning.

Contact Information : aalexandrejobim@umcmission.org
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