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Dear Lord -,

From February 2022, 20 =
Time A|ZF

Place &4 ojlA

sitting before you 3= 9roj] gto}
eating your Word =4 9] ¥&-& Ql11
praying to you, S='d 7| o=

will have a fellowship with you.

Zd3 w45 At

Name O]&

Could you not watch with me one hour?
1 3]7} 1het | 3 Al7Hone houn® 7101 91Z &= iEiHF? (1} 26:40)
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Noah, who worshipped God with bumed offerings, was blessed |
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flood and as proof showed the rainbow in the cloud. Noah was ! (3-43) 1
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by God to be fruitful and increase in number. God made a cov—
enant with Noah to never again destro g creatures with a

drunk with wine and fell asleep and his naked body was ex- What was the food given by
posed to his son, Ham, whom Noah cursed to be slaves of his God and the accompanying
brothers. warning? (9:3-4)
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7 Hymn 393 Great is Thy Faithfulness

20'Noah began to be a man of the soil, and he planted a vine-
yard.

21 He drank of the wine and became drunk and lay uncov- 247 010] 521 off|2 200] SA
2 o0jg

toewdinhistent, ool o A, (5-6%)
22 And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of his Please meditate deeply on the -
father and told his two brothers outside. meanings contained in the o %'?_l‘ [-Ha(ESV/7Hﬁ7Hx°'I)

23 Then Shem and Japheth took a garment, laid it on both e ()

their shoulders, and walked backward and covered the na-
kedness of their father. Their faces were turned backward,
and they did not see their father’s nakedness.

24 When Noah awoke from his wine and knew what his
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25 he said, “*Cursed be Canaan; a servant of servants shall he =20
e to his brothers.”
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Today is the first day of 2022. The pandemic which began in 2020
changed our lifestyle but the first day of the new year still brings us
new expectations and hope. We expect a better future than the
past and make wishes like the end of the pandemic coming soon,
good health for family members, good conditions at children’s
schools, good financial conditions for family, etc. | can guess that
you all have your own expectations and hopes for the new year. Did
God also have His own expectations and hopes as He created the
world with His “Word"?

God's Word by itself is the promise and the command that would
be fulfiled with certainty. Therefore, the expectations and hopes of
God, that is, “His providence, will, and plan,” would clearly be dif-
ferent from those of humans. On the first day of the new year, we
may have a myriad of our own expectations and hopes, but as be-
lievers we must first seek and find the expectations and hopes of
our Lord - “His providence, will and plan” - because our faith is
built on Genesis 1:1. Unless we seek and find the expectations and
hopes in life based on our belief in the Word, “God created the
world,” our faith will eventually be shaken. | pray that we begin the
new year today by seeking hope in the new year based on our faith
in the Word.
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Reading Insight

Jacob received the blessings of the firstborn by lying to his
father Isaac who, because of old age, was almost blind. Once
Esau found out, he decided to kill Jacob out of anger but their
mother Rebeca having overheard Esau helped Jacob escape to
his uncle in Paddan Aram.

J4 Hymn 90 I've Found a Friend

Meditation - Genesis 27:1-10 ReadingPln - Genesis 27

1 When Isaac was old and his eyes were dim so that he could
not see, he called Esau his older son and said to him, “My
son”; and he answered, “Here Iam.”

2 He said, “Behold, I am old; I do not know the day of my
death.

3 Now then, take your weapons, your quiver and your bow,
and go out to the field and hunt game for me,

4and prepare for me delicious food, such as I love, and bring
it to me so that I may eat, that my soul may bless you before [
die.”

5 Now Rebekah was listening when Isaac spoke to his son
Esau. So when Esau went to the field to hunt for game and
bring it,

6 Rebekah said to her son Jacob, “I heard your father speak
to your brother Esau,

7 ‘Bring me game and prepare for me delicious food, that I
may eat it and bless you before the LORD before I die.’

8Now therefore, my son, obey my voice as I command you.

2 Go to the flock and bring me two good young goats, so that
I'may prepare from them delicious food for your father, such
asheloves.

10 And you shall bring it to your father to eat, so that he may
bless you before he dies.”
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What did Rebeca order Jacob
to do? (27:8-10)
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Let us meditate on how the
deeds of Rebeca influenced
Jacob in the end.
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Isaac and Rebeca were concerned and anxious because they did
not have any children, but God blessed them with twins. God told
them, “The older will serve the younger” (Gen 25:23). The older
serving the younger was not only nontraditional at the time of Gen—
esis but also is unusual in our culture as well. Isaac had a similar
mindset. As Isaac was getting old and losing vision, he called the
older son instead of the younger to be blessed with the firstborn
privilege. This was against the will of God who wanted Jacob to be
the heir.

Having accidentally overheard the conversation between Isaac
and Esau, Rebeca wanted to block Isaac’s plan and follow the will
of God. But she deployed deceit and lies. She put the older son’s
clothes on the younger son, wrapped the younger one’s arms with
goat skin leather to make them feel hairy like Esau, and deceived
Isaac.

Rebeca wanted to follow the will of God but her method was not
right. She loved her son but her method of love was not righteous
and later caused more hardship for Jacob. | pray that we would love
our children with all our hearts but also in a righteous way.
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Reading Insight

Isaac called Jacob and told him not to marry a Canaanite woman
but to take a wife from among the daughters of Laban. Jacob
left home and on his way to Paddan Aram he met God in a
dream and called the place Bethel meaning “House of God.”

Hymn 490 There’s a dream that | dream

Meditation - Genesis 28:10-22 ReadingPln - Genesis 28

10 Jacob left Beersheba and went toward Haran.

11 And he came to a certain place and stayed there that night, be-
cause the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he
putitunder his head and lay down in that place to sleep.

12 And he dreamed, and behold, there was a ladder set up on the
earth, and the top of it reached to heaven. And behold, the an-
gels of God were ascending and descending on it!

13 And behold, the LORD stood above it and said, “I am the
LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac.
The land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring.

14Your offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall
spread abroad to the west and to the east and to the north and to
the south, and in you and your offspring shall all the families of
the earth be blessed.

15 Behold, I am with you and will keep you wherever you go,
and will bring you back to this land. For I will not leave you un-
til [ have done what I have promised you.”

16 Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, “Surely the
LORD s in this place, and I did not know it.”

17 And he was afraid and said, “How awesome is this place!
This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of
heaven.”

18 So early in the morning Jacob took the stone that he had put un-
derhis head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.

19 He called the name of that place Bethel, but the name of the
city was Luz at the first.

20 Then Jacob made a vow, saying, “If God will be with me and
will keep me in this way that I go, and will give me bread to eat
and clothing to wear,

21 g0 that I come again to my father’s house in peace, then the
LORD shall be my God,

22 gnd this stone, which I have set up for a pillar, shall be God’s
house. And of all that you give me I will give a full tenth to

2

you.
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StLIEMAE OFF0H 2 <
£ 5H4ILIQ? (28:13-15)

What did God promise to
Jacob? (28:13-15)

OF52 StLIEH FAE M ol
LtQ? (28:21-22)

What did Jacob vow to God?
(28:21-22)
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Jacob received the blessing that was due to the firstborn, which
angered his older brother, and escaped to his uncle Laban. Running
away alone from his beloved family and exhausted mentally and
physically, he lay down on the roadside and fell asleep on a stone
pillow. In his dream while sleeping, Jacob met God, “| am the
LORD, the God of your father Abraham and the God of Isaac:-.. |
am with you and will watch over you wherever you go, . | will not
leave you " (28:13-15). Those are precious covenants like heav-
enly gold that God gave to Jacob who was filled with worry and
anxiety.

At the time of Abraham and Isaac, and even for us today, our
LORD was and is always where He is. We simply are not aware of
where He is. Awaking from his sleep, Jacob confessed, “Surely the
LORD is in this place, and | was not aware of it” (28:16). Our LORD
is in this place and therefore this place is Bethel (House of God).
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Reading Insight

Jacob met Laban and his two daughters. In order to marry the
younger daughter Rachel, Jacob promised Laban that he would
work for him for seven years. But Laban cheated Jacob and
gave his older daughter Leah instead. Jacob ended up working
for Laban another seven years to marry Rachel because he
loved Rachel.

3 Hymn 272 Out of My Bondage, Sorrow and Night

Meditation - Genesis 29:15-27 ReadingPln - Genesis 29

15 Then Laban said to Jacob, “Because you are my kinsman,
should you therefore serve me for nothing? Tell me, what
shall your wages be?”

16 Now Laban had two daughters. The name of the older was
Leah, and the name of the younger was Rachel.

17 Leah’s eyes were weak, but Rachel was beautiful in form
and appearance.

18 Jacob loved Rachel. And he said, “I will serve you seven
years for your younger daughter Rachel.”

19 Laban said, “It is better that I give her to you than that I
should give her to any other man; stay with me.”

20 So Jacob served seven years for Rachel, and they seemed
to him but a few days because of the love he had for her.

21 Then Jacob said to Laban, “Give me my wife that [ may
go into her, for my time is completed.”

22 So Laban gathered together all the people of the place and
made a feast.

23 But in the evening he took his daughter Leah and brought
herto Jacob, and he went in to her.

24 (Laban gavehis female servant Zilpah to his daughter Le-
ahto be her servant.)

25 And in the morning, behold, it was Leah! And Jacob said
to Laban, “What is this you have done to me? Did I not serve
with you for Rachel? Why then have you deceived me?”

26 Laban said, “It is not so done in our country, to give the
younger before the firstborn.

27 Complete the week of this one, and we will give you the
other also in return for serving me another seven years.”

atk
=

of3
A

og
cfHto] OFZOIA| oF 2442 2
LI7k? (29:15-20)

What was Laban’s promise to
Jacob? (29:15-20)

2 O 3t %442 O1EH
07O, %442 02l 0lR 2

AUR? (29:21-27)
How did Laban violate the
promise with Jacob and what
was the reason for the
violation? (29:21-27)
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Jacob received the blessing of the firstborn by cheating his
brother and ran away to his uncle Laban in Paddan Aram. At Padd—
an Aram, he made a deal with his uncle Laban that he would work
for Laban for seven years to earn the right to marry Laban’s young-
er daughter. Then after seven years, Jacob thought that he had
married Rachel and slept with her on the wedding night. The next
morning he awoke to learn that instead he slept with Leah, the old-
er daughter, not Rachel. Upset, Jacob protested to Laban but La—
ban replied, “It is not our custom here to give the younger daughter
in marriage before the older one” (29:26). That was the excuse but
it was unacceptable to Jacob.

Having cheated Esau and received the blessing of the firstborn,
Jacob this time was cheated by Laban and ended up wasting sev—-
en years. Cheating and lying engenders more cheating and lying
and life turns into a cycle of “to cheat or to be cheated.” The hard-
ship of Jacob is the providence and grace of God to awaken him.
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Reading Insight

God is aware of Leah not being loved by Jacob and blessed
Leah with a child. The younger daughter Rachel was jealous and
made her maidservant sleep with Jacob to bear a child but the
grace of God allowed her to have her own son (Joseph) later.
Jacob meanwhile made a deal with Laban, profited greatly and
became rich, and started preparations to return home.

[ Hymn 546 Standing on the Promises

Meditation - Genesis 30:25-36 ReadingPln - Genesis 30

25 As soon as Rachel had borne Joseph, Jacob said to Laban,
“Send me away, that I may go to my own home and country.

26 Give me my wives and my children for whom I have served
you, that I may go, for you know the service that I have given

tn)

you.

27 But Laban said to him, “If T have found favor in your sight, I
have learned by divination that the LORD has blessed me be-
cause of you.

28 Name your wages, and [ will giveit.”

29 Jacob said to him, “You yourself know how I have served
you, and how your livestock has fared with me.

30 For you had little before I came, and it has increased abun-
dantly, and the LORD has blessed you wherever I turned. But
now when shall I provide for my own household also?”

31 He said, “What shall I give you?”” Jacob said, “You shall not
give me anything. If you will do this for me, I will again pasture
your flock and keep it:

32]et me pass through all your flock today, removing from it ev-
ery speckled and spotted sheep and every black lamb, and the
spotted and speckled among the goats, and they shall be my
wages.

33 So my honesty will answer for me later, when you come to
look into my wages with you. Every one that is not speckled and
spotted among the goats and black among the lambs, if found
with me, shall be counted stolen.”

34Labansaid, “Good! Letitbe as you have said.”

35 But that day Laban removed the male goats that were striped
and spotted, and all the female goats that were speckled and
spotted, every one that had white on it, and every lamb that was
black, and put them in the charge of his sons.

36 And he set a distance of three days’ journey between himself
and Jacob, and Jacob pastured the rest of Laban’s flock.

atk
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of3
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og

OFZ0| 2HEtof|A 235t A2 2A
017197 (30:31-33)

What did Jacob ask from La—
ban? (30:31-33)

2HIk2 052l HotS 25 F{o)
o 52 SI%LIR? (30:34-
36)

Upon accepting Jacob’s pro—
posal, what did Laban do af-
terward? (30:34-36)
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But returning home was more difficult than leaving home. When he
left his hometown, he was alone but now he has a family. The task
of persuading and receiving a fair share of his possessions from
LLaban was also a worrisome problem. Since Jacob was well aware
of how mean Laban was, he knew that he had to come up with a
proposal that was acceptable to Laban. Jacob proposed to take as
his wages only every speckled and spotted sheep, every dark—col-
ored lamb, and every spotted or speckled goat. Jacob proposed to
take as his wages “only spotted or speckled sheep’ borne out of
black goats and white lambs. Jacob was proposing to keep
multi-colored offspring out of solid—colored parents. This proposal
sounded too good to Laban and he gladly accepted.

Jacob was used to cheating and being cheated but this time he
did not cheat. As a result, Jacob blindsided Laban by faithfully
complying with what he negotiated with Laban. Eventually the
multi-colored sheep of Jacob outnumbered those of Laban and
they were healthier too. The world is full of cheaters who prosper

3|9 AIXIE Q5 7= but Jacob proved that he ultimately won by following God’s way
Prayer for Churches & Pastors and His promise.
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Reading Insight

Having become a rich man through the deals with Laban, Jacob
secretly fled Paddan Aram for home without notifying Laban.
During this process, Jacob’s wife Rachel stole her father’s
household gods (idols) and having noticed, Laban pursued Ja—-
cob. Disappointed and feeling cheated, Laban and Jacob met
again and promised each other reconciliation in front of God and
set up a stone heap as a witness for resolution of their conflicts.

Hymn 620 Gathered here, within this place

Meditation » Genesis 31:4-16 ReadingPln - Genesis 31

4 So Jacob sent and called Rachel and Leah into the field
where his flock was

5and said to them, “I see that your father does not regard me
with favor as he did before. But the God of my father has
been withme.

6 You know that I have served your father with all my
strength,

7 yet your father has cheated me and changed my wages ten
times. But God did not permit him to harm me.

8 If he said, ‘The spotted shall be your wages,’ then all the
flock bore spotted; and if he said, ‘The striped shall be your
wages,’ then all the flock bore striped.

9 Thus God has taken away the livestock of your father and
given them to me.

10 In the breeding season of the flock I lifted up my eyes and
saw in a dream that the goats that mated with the flock were
striped, spotted, and mottled.

11 Then the angel of God said to me in the dream, ‘Jacob,’
and I said, ‘HereIam!’

12 And he said, ‘Lift up your eyes and see, all the goats that
mate with the flock are striped, spotted, and mottled, for I
have seen all that Laban is doing to you.

13 [ am the God of Bethel, where you anointed a pillar and
made a vow to me. Now arise, go out from this land and re-
turn to the land of your kindred.””

14 Then Rachel and Leah answered and said to him, “Is there
any portion or inheritance left to us in our father’s house?

15 Are we not regarded by him as foreigners? For he has sold
us, and he has indeed devoured our money.

16 All the wealth that God has taken away from our father
belongs to us and to our children. Now then, whatever God
has said to you, do.”
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S3HLEQ? (31:5-13)

Jacob persuaded Rachel and
Leah to flee Laban and go to
his hometown. How did he
persuade them? (31:5-13)
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27 (31:14-16)

How did Leah and Rachel re-
spond? (31:14-16)
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'3%7'5 One Prayer While Jacob stayed with Laban, Jacob had to endure endless

95 mAlamoa postponements and disappointments. He had to endure 14 years

RS o5t B of hardship to marry Rachel and he had to try very hard to secure

SR 7|2 7|28t his fair share of possessions before he left for his hometown. The

conflict with his uncle and the bickering between his two wives
made him even more disappointed.

At each moment, “the God of Bethel” helped Jacob (31:13). The
promise of God, “l am with you and will watch over you wherever
you go” kept Jacob’s body and mind protected (Gen 28:15). There
is a significant difference between “understanding God'’s grace with
the brain” and “experiencing God’s grace with the body.” Having
experienced the presence of God at Bethel, the deep roots of Ja—
cob’s faith are holding him tightly. Any kind of storm will not make
him falter. The God of Bethel is holding us close to Him even now.
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Your Servant is Listening
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Reading Insight

Now on his way to his homeland, Jacob was afraid of meeting
Esau. He tried to appease the hatred of Esau by sending splen-
did gifts ahead of him. Having sent his family ahead of him, he
alone was crossing the fjord of the Jabbok, met a man, wrestled
with the man all night, and had overcome and received blessing
from the man. Jacob was renamed Israel and the place was
called Peniel (the face of God).

J4 Hymn 289 What a Wonderful Change

Meditation - Genesis 32:22-32 ReadingPln - Genesis 32

22 The same night he arose and took his two wives, his two
female servants, and his eleven children, and crossed the
ford of the Jabbok.

23 He took them and sent them across the stream, and every-
thing else that he had.

24 And Jacob was left alone. And a man wrestled with him
until the breaking of the day.

25 When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob,
he touched his hip socket, and Jacob’s hip was put out of
joint as he wrestled with him.

26 Then he said, “Let me go, for the day has broken.” But Ja-
cob said, “I will not let you go unless you bless me.”

27 And he said to him, “What is your name?”” And he said,
“Jacob.”

28 Then he said, “Your name shall no longer be called Jacob,
but Israel, for you have striven with God and with men, and
have prevailed.”

29 Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But
he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?”” And there he
blessed him.

30 So Jacob called the name of the place Peniel, saying, “For
I have seen God face to face, and yet my life has been deliv-
ered.”

31 The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping be-
cause of his hip.

32 Therefore to this day the people of Israel do not eat the
sinew of the thigh that is on the hip socket, because he
touched the socket of Jacob’s hip on the sinew of the thigh.

atk
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00| St Al2tS =X %1
B 2718 A2 FAUNR?
(32:26)

What did Jacob ask and
eventually receive by not

letting go of the man? (32:26)

StLIEO| AFZH0] OFS Ol X|01ZE
MZ2 0|54 1 oJij= 2217}
97(32:28)

What was the new name
Jacob got from the man and
what was its meaning? (32:28)
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The man who struggled with Jacob at the fjord of the Jabbok
suddenly asked Jacob his name. “Jacob,” he answered (32:27). The
meaning of his name was ‘grasping the heel.” By telling his name
to the man Jacob acknowledged his shameful past as well. Jacob
grasped his brother’s heel even in the womb of his mother (Gen
25:26), acquired the rights of the firstborn by cheating, and re-
ceived the blessing of his father as the firstborn also by cheating
(Gen 27:36).

Now his shameful past is over. Instead of Jacob, he acquired a
new name lsrael meaning “God fights” or “God reigns.” It was God
who made Jacob wrestle all night, made Jacob overcome, and
gave Jacob the new name. The story of Jacob renamed as Israel is
the beginning of the history of salvation of God toward the Israel-
ites as well as toward all nations.
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Reading Insight

Jacob and his family met face to face with Esau and his 400
men. As Jacob bowed down to the ground, Esau ran to Jacob
to meet and embrace him, and they wept. Jacob arrived at
Shechem in Canaan, where he set up an altar and praised God.

Hymn 270 Let us Sing of His Love

Meditation - Genesis 33:1-11 ReadingPln - Genesis 33

1 And Jacob lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, Esau
was coming, and four hundred men with him. So he divided
the children among Leah and Rachel and the two female ser-
vants.

2 And he put the servants with their children in front, then
Leah with her children, and Rachel and Joseph last of all.

3 He himself went on before them, bowing himself to the
ground seven times, until he came near to his brother.

4But Esau ran to meet him and embraced him and fell on his
neck and kissed him, and they wept.

5 And when Esau lifted up his eyes and saw the women and
children, he said, “Who are these with you?” Jacob said,
“The children whom God has graciously given your ser-
vant.”

6 Then the servants drew near, they and their children, and
bowed down.

7 Leah likewise and her children drew near and bowed
down. And last Joseph and Rachel drew near, and they
bowed down.

8 Esau said, “What do you mean by all this company that
I met?” Jacob answered, “To find favor in the sight of my
lord.”

2 But Esau said, “I have enough, my brother; keep what you
have for yourself.”

10 Jacob said, “No, please, if I have found favor in your
sight, then accept my present from my hand. For I have seen
your face, which is like seeing the face of God, and you have
accepted me.

11 Please accept my blessing that is brought to you, be-
cause God has dealt graciously with me, and because I have
enough.” Thus he urged him, and he took it.

s 202
Of&dt 07t XH2lot= YHE Of
L0 12|H S M Q.
(33:1-4)

Imagine and create the scene
of Jacob and Esau reuniting in
your mind. (33:1-4)
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(33:5, 10-11)

Where did Jacob confess his
family and possessions came
from? (33:5, 10-11)
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The philosopher Jacques Derrida once stated in his writings titled
On Forgiveness, “Must one not maintain that an act of forgiveness
worthy of its name, if there ever is such a thing, must forgive the
unforgivable and without condition.” (On Forgiveness: A Roundta-
ble Discussion with Jacques Derrida, p. 59) Forgiveness without
power is unconditional forgiveness.

Esau had forgiven Jacob unconditionally. Esau ran to Jacob as
soon as he saw Jacob and embraced him; Esau threw his arms
around Jacob’s neck and kissed him. And they wept. Esau declined
to accept the gifts sent ahead by saying, ‘| already have plenty.”
The reason why this scene impresses us as so beautiful is because
their forgiveness and reconciliation resemble the forgiveness that
Christ has bestowed upon us. We are grateful today to our LORD
for His unconditional and priceless grace of forgiveness upon us.
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Reading Insight

As Jacob and his family settled down in Shechem of Canaan,
Dinah, the daughter Leah had borne to Jacob, was violated by
the ruler of the area. In revenge, the sons of Jacob deceitfully
enticed the men of Shechem to circumcise as a condition to al—
low the ruler to marry Dinah. While the men were still recover—
ing after circumcision, the sons attacked the unsuspecting city
and killed every male.

Hymn 368 Heart Longings

Meditation * Genesis 34:5-7, 26-31 AN C oIt

5 Now Jacob heard that he had defiled his daughter Dinah.
But his sons were with his livestock in the field, so Jacob
held his peace until they came.

6 And Hamor the father of Shechem went out to Jacob to
speak with him.

7 The sons of Jacob had come in from the field as soon as
they heard of it, and the men were indignant and very angry,
because he had done an outrageous thing in Israel by lying
with Jacob’s daughter, for such a thing must not be done.

25 On the third day, when they were sore, two of the sons of
Jacob, Simeon and Levi, Dinah’s brothers, took their swords
and came against the city while it felt secure and killed all
the males.

26 They killed Hamor and his son Shechem with the sword
and took Dinah out of Shechem’s house and went away.

27 The sons of Jacob came upon the slain and plundered the
city, because they had defiled their sister.

28 They took their flocks and their herds, their donkeys, and
whatever was in the city and in the field.

29 All their wealth, all their little ones and their wives, all that
was in the houses, they captured and plundered.

30 Then Jacob said to Simeon and Levi, “You have brought
trouble on me by making me stink to the inhabitants of the
land, the Canaanites and the Perizzites. My numbers are
few, and if they gather themselves against me and attack me,
I'shall be destroyed, both I and my household.”

31 But they said, “Should he treat our sister like a prosti-
tute?”

at
=20

5
A

og

CiLtel Z0| LEsiMit= AMME
AA E o2 82 OfH3HLE
27(34:5)

When Jacob heard that Dinah
was violated, what was his re—
action? (34:5)

0FZ0| 2oty Q= 201 0|
S FARI7LQ? (34:30)
What was the basic reason for

Jacob’s concern? (34:30)

49



St Ok

st LS one Word
ZY ] 10| S4o17| ot
2 FMStUZRS
ETELC

w3 AIAXIS 215 7| =
Prayer for Churches & Pastors

ZEMoAGRIM R 08|, UMB(FL)
F2Heatell g, U8
TR HUME 213t 7|=

Ton

50

A9 99l 28] Voices rrom TrE HiiL

OF'E'Q—l Eé:,' Jacob’s true character

SILIEQl Atgfdt M) “0JAZA"012H= M2 0152 27| & OF
= MZ22 AHCZ S 0|AA2 HIHsHA 7HAte 2 Z01t
A 27t EROIt OH2 A2 MR SO0IREEH & OfjAfet SHO2 stol
£ ol EIRELICE 2Lt 0]A2tAR O35| "0lE2l =4S B2
K| ZEH.

|OtS 2ot k52| dEE2 JU119| (A OFS1t EOI CILIAH 7R
O|O1KISLICE OS2 HO| F2t SZnt G0 ol HSUHS & Of
L2t @5[2 S0 g3t A221t 9IS TaX|H X2 Hojlt
MRHZS HYLICE OFFol B2 MU LYRASULE 2= 5
Ofl=7t 4o F3Q, L= 32| X2t 1GHA|2H 05| L £0i= OF
=2 =J0| HOIJABUIEE 22N 2FE U= F50| 267t HoF
LICt.

Jacob attained a new name “Israel” by struggling with the man of
God all night. But the born—again Israel returned to Canaan coura—
geously and faced his brother Esau and reconciled with him dra—
matically ending a lifetime of bickering and cheating since their
birth. Then again Israel was still Jacob and could not shake off the
old “Jacob’s character.”

The cool attitude of Jacob toward Leah extended to six children
of Leah borne to Jacob and to their daughter Dinah as well. Jacob
not only kept quiet when his daughter was violated and abducted
but also rebuked his sons Simeon and Levi who successfully
avenged their sister's dishonor. He cared only for his own personal
honor and safety. Jacob’s interest was always ‘me first.” We al-
ways confess that Jesus is our Savior and we are the children of
the LORD but the character of Jacob still remains as part of us.
That is why we need the grace of God even today.
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Jacob’s Return
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Reading Insight

Having experienced major events in Shechem, Jacob heard the
voice of God telling him to go to Bethel again. Obeying God, Ja-
cob went back with all his family to Bethel where he met God in
the past. At Bethel, God reconfirmed that Jacob was renamed
as “Israel” and blessed him. Jacob’s wife Rachel died on the
way to Bethel and was buried there. Isaac lived 180 years and
when he died was gathered to his people.

Hymn 278 Far from the Lord | wondered long

Meditation - Genesis 35:1-13 ReadingPln - Genesis 35

1 God said to Jacob, “Arise, go up to Bethel and dwell there.
Make an altar there to the God who appeared to you when you
fled from your brother Esau.”

2 So Jacob said to his household and to all who were with him,
“Put away the foreign gods that are among you and purify your-
selves and change your garments.

3 Then let us arise and go up to Bethel, so that | may make there
an altar to the God who answers me in the day of my distress
and has been with me wherever [ have gone.”

4 So they gave to Jacob all the foreign gods that they had, and
the rings that were in their ears. Jacob hid them under the tere-
binth tree that was near Shechem.

5 And as they journeyed, a terror from God fell upon the cities
that were around them, so that they did not pursue the sons of
Jacob.

6 And Jacob came to Luz (that is, Bethel), which is in the land of
Canaan, he and all the people who were with him,

7 and there he built an altar and called the place El-bethel, be-
cause there God had revealed himself to him when he fled from
his brother.

8 And Deborah, Rebekah’s nurse, died, and she was buried un-
der an oak below Bethel. So he called its name Allon-bacuth.

9 God appeared to Jacob again, when he came from Paddan-ar-
am, and blessed him.

10 And God said to him, “Your name is Jacob; no longer shall
your name be called Jacob, but Israel shall be your name.” So
he called his name Israel.

11 And God said to him, “I am God Almighty: be fruitful and
multiply. A nation and a company of nations shall come from
you, and kings shall come from your own body.

12 The land that I gave to Abraham and Isaac I will give to you,
and [ will give the land to your offspring after you.”

13 Then God went up from him in the place where he had spo-
ken with him.

atk
=

oz
1

og

Or5t 19| 7HER0| WA= 717
™ 232 olULIR? (35:2-4)
What did Jacob and his family
do before they returned to
Bethel? (35:2-4)

SILIEMA OfZ0iA 4 52
A7[oH=AICH (35:9-12)

Let us meditate about the
blessings God bestowed to
Jacob. (35:9-12)
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The massacre carried out by his children in Shechem made Jacob
hunker down. As he feared the possibility of the Canaanites to seek
revenge against him, he heard the voice of God, “Go to Bethel
again.” That was the place where he met God before. It was at
Bethel where he heard the promise of God, ‘I will keep you safe
and lead you to your father’s house in peace.” Jacob immediately
obeyed God, cleansed his family and household, and arrived at
Bethel. At Bethel, God blessed Jacob again (35:11-12).

It is time to tidy up our clothing and go back to Bethel. “Get rid of
the foreign gods you have with you, and purify yourselves and
change your clothes” (35:2). Turn around and head to Bethel be~
cause that is the way to blessings.
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Reading Insight

The names of the descendants of Esau and his wives Adah,
Basemath, and Oholibamah are listed together with the lineage
of Esau and Edom. The natives of Edom, that is, the descen—
dants of Seir and the names of the rulers of Canaan prior to
establishment of the kings of Israel, were listed.

[ Hymn 445 Walking in Sunlight all of My Journey
Meditation - Genesis 36:1-8 ReadingPln - Genesis 36

1These are the generations of Esau (that is, Edom).

2 Esau took his wives from the Canaanites: Adah the daugh-
ter of Elon the Hittite, Oholibamah the daughter of Anah the
daughter of Zibeon the Hivite,

3and Basemath, Ishmael’s daughter, the sister of Nebaioth.
4 And Adah bore to Esau, Eliphaz; Basemath bore Reuel;

5 and Oholibamah bore Jeush, Jalam, and Korah. These are
the sons of Esau who were born to him in the land of Canaan.

6 Then Esau took his wives, his sons, his daughters, and all
the members of his household, his livestock, all his beasts,
and all his property that he had acquired in the land of Ca-
naan. He went into a land away from his brother Jacob.

7 For their possessions were too great for them to dwell to-
gether. The land of their sojournings could not support them
because of their livestock.

8So Esau settled in the hill country of Seir. (Esau is Edom.)

HEE L
OlM= 2Ol 2ol ZHO| Ot
0] AALLR? (36:1-5)
How many wives and sons did
Esau have? (36:1-5)

OflM7} OFS 7HE 52t 8 & &
UUE 0|R= FA0IH, KAt
2= YA X2 oLte?
(36:6-9)

Why couldn’t the families of
Esau and Jacob live together
and where did they settle

down? (36:6-8)
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EH27|E One Prayer MBI 25 Pk 0= 200 M QUL

25 F UF0E

AlXS o|5t e Today's scripture described not only the lineage of the descen-

SR IIEE 7|15 - dants of Esau but also why Esau was separated from the chosen

people of God. During the period of Genesis, in Israel, the roots and
lineage of family were important. Abraham and Isaac wanted their
sons to marry someone from the descendants of Terah, their father
and grandfather, but Esau ignored the tradition of his ancestors by
marrying women from Canaan.

In addition, Esau did not bother to settle down in the promised
land of Canaan. Though Esau could have lived together with Jacob
in Canaan, he thought the land was not big enough to support the
livestock of two families. So he left Canaan and settled down in the
hill country of Seir. Once Esau was gone, Jacob became the only
heir to inherit the covenant of God with Abraham (the promised
land; Canaan). Hence the twins Esau and Jacob chose to part
ways; one to the promised path and another to the path of de-
struction. Which path are we on today?
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Prayer for Churches & Pastors

2ATQIX|SINEIA2| 3], ZHH(GA)
AHHFEHIGISIZIZ| W3], UITIBA(GA)

o153l otelus| SEAIE et 7=

58



L= AL
I-I EEO'I, O:"‘I‘ I:IJ_'-l' I-7}'“ LS ARz
Journaling with Jesus OIS MZIHSLITIR
252| ZAt Thanks Note AT FrstPraver
24t Reading & QT

F 22 One Word

EE=7 | One Prayer

*otLlE | 0K, Y419] 02 God's heart & your heart

M2 2l8ll For Walking with Jesus

* 22 O 70|, H2| Taking it deeper, further

@ Voulube @7122 5oz

512 S0 U5S T 0 SHHs
0123} 421, ML, ZEIS AJZiol TOjER) ¢/
AHEX| 7IZBHIAIS.

Today’s Mission Cleared Sticker |




EQ9.Sat

12

2022 February

SIS0 Of3H
Wi
oM

Joseph Sold
by His Brothers

( 0{=7|E Opening Prayer )

Z0 22]00|A
KHIE HIFEAM.
Lord. Have Mercy on Us.

959 g Y, g 2
Doing & Being for Today

60

= 'c|>" =]

|E E1 B Bl 19 23 57110 7F0] 0| U7} Of
U0H HOFEZLICE. OH=ZOlA 282 THA| HLIZO[2 At

Of Zoj| Z2IA ==t 2= Yol ZSHYOIUSHC,

OH
y
0FF2 0] U2 015 212 T2 01SS BCH K Arelein 1
2 9loh AURS XIASLIC RS B3 HSS 240 B 0[0f
7
=

I MB43%(S342F) o Y T
s4-3M|7| 37:18-32 z=. ZA7] 374

18 90] T50fA 77kl 9.7] o] T A4S Held B

Zo]71g H3he]

1942 o] 28] & 1 AP} ot

202}, 212 Z0] g 2olo] 941 Q2] 2 E|E 213t W]

22 7gobaigict sh 19 ol of #A HlA2 Sel7h Zlo]
Ut sHeAlet

21 2.94lo] £11 9418 1:59] o4 T} sho o] 28] &
27} 20 e oA 2k

22 2.94lo] & 150 o] 25| S Fej| Bet 12 Yok 17
Solof 9431 &8 J9A thd] el k] o] = 17} aAS 15

o] g0l 723t} 19] ool A 2 Sel e Groloiviet

2 900] Yol A ol 25} 19 50| AA0] £ 2 1YL A

8329710

24 12 7o} o]0} A 2 7ol ¥l Zlolet 1 450] 2o
Qoielet

2 150] ol $412 BithrHe & So] 2 3t Reje] o] Ana)

AgrEo] A2otolA] Q8] 1 Jehgo] 3B} §3H B0
A3 oo 2 el

% et 7] FAOA ol25] Qel7} 92§42 Folx 1)
512 Hol =5 Rolo] 7t

272} 12 ol Arkel ARSI B3 To1) 2] -2 04 21
+ 92]9) 540l 2 $2]] @Roluet st 1] FASol 3

Fohielet

2 1 ujo] m|c]h At 415 o] ALbrh glisAet gl a4l

2 7ololA] Zol2e)1 £ o] o] 12 o] Antel AlE
ol AR5 0] A4S Hlel T ol 0.2 7telet

2 2 93l0] Sofo} olo] ol2e] B3 7] 2Alo] Azt

&R

0ok RoA ol ol ol gl ol 2
47

31 50| A410] £ 2 /R g4 S S0l 182 o HAln
32 19| 2442 5ol 19| ool 74 1 74 o] 2715
927 bolAS ARG ol o} 52| 2217} B A Bl



Reading Insight

Jacob loved Joseph more than any of his other sons, because
he had been born to him in his old age; and he made an ornate
robe for Joseph. His brothers, who were envious of Joseph,
hated him all the more when they heard about his dream and
sold him to a Midianite merchant soon after they stripped his
robe and throw him into a cistern. In Egypt, Joseph was sold
once again to a man name Potiphar who was one of Pharaoh’s
officials, the captain of the guard.

Hymn 543 Simply Trusting Every day

Meditation - Genesis 37:18-32 ReadingPln - Genesis 37

18 They saw him from afar, and before he came near to them
they conspired against him to kill him.

19 They said to one another, “Here comes this dreamer.

20 Come now, let us kill him and throw him into one of the pits.
Then we will say that a fierce animal has devoured him, and we
will see what will become of his dreams.”

21 But when Reuben heard it, he rescued him out of their hands,
saying, “Letus not take his life.”

22 And Reuben said to them, “Shed no blood; throw him into this pit
here in the wilderness, but do not lay a hand on him”--that he might
rescue him out of their hand to restore him to his father.

23 So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his
robe, the robe of many colors that he wore.

24 And they took him and threw him into a pit. The pit was emp-
ty; there was no water in it.

25Then they sat down to eat. And looking up they saw a caravan
of Ishmaelites coming from Gilead, with their camels bearing
gum, balm, and myrrh, on their way to carry it down to Egypt.

26 Then Judah said to his brothers, “What profit is it if we kill
our brother and conceal his blood?

27 Come, let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and let not our hand
be upon him, for he is our brother, our own flesh.” And his
brothers listened to him.

28 Then Midianite traders passed by. And they drew Joseph up
and lifted him out of the pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites for
twenty shekels of silver. They took Joseph to Egypt.

29 When Reuben returned to the pit and saw that Joseph was not
inthe pit, he tore his clothes

30 and returned to his brothers and said, “The boy is gone, and I,
where shall 1 go?”

31 Then they took Joseph’s robe and slaughtered a goat and
dipped the robe in the blood.

32 And they sent the robe of many colors and brought it to their
father and said, “This we have found; please identify whether it
is your son’s robe or not.”
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What plan did Joseph's brother

devise against Joseph? (37:20)
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What did Joseph’s brothers
end up doing with Joseph?
(37:23-32)

61



w3 AIAXIS 215 7| =
Prayer for Churches & Pastors

62

St orar

St AU one Word
Y O 70| SYot7| Hah
s FMcHUBS
&L

CIA

JE7 |E One Prayer
s FHUTZEOZ

S Aot B2

SR IIEE 7|15 -

Al2eteloigize|ual,

OFSRIEHICILIzIoIR
M9 1Y, 212, T2

ES
=)
i

SIM(GA)
3|, 22 M(GA)
st 7=

A9 99l 28] Voices rrom TrE HiiL

-?-37 '0:" Coincidence or Necessity?

HS0il 2ol 20| SAXILL 0|0 HMT 02 Q¥ Hedol EU
C}. 27t 20ft 2H0 N2FS7Q? OHASHH = 19| OFHA| 0FZ0]
0{=i= MHOFCE TIo| LIEFLIMA TS fl=20tl QHLHRHE St 0
Ol 2OIX| REUCEL Q82 JFA Mo oiLtge #HE &
L.

3| O @A 2HI0| EA| Xt2
£ HI2 AO], "R215[" IS X|LtE D|Cit &2l0] 23 Al EL
Ch. 22|30 ECHA] O O] 2CZ0[2 AFOA E=IA =t=H|
SFE J0| HiZ O| S| MO 2R0M 89| M22

oo|=" FLoH 2S IUH

AO
|_

49| 0| E2|A EUCE 20| 242 0] 2= €2 IX A2 H£0|
OtdE Rels & ¥4 UABLICL T2iL OFs2t 19| OF=5, 12|

AN QEERIE 0| THER| ZHUSLICE
SiLEMME +H2 0| *AS'S S3l0] EOIXI e ez1

t— H A
9| SALS O2AILICL. 0] BE 0| 9I7t0] 0= AR B2L} 5f

LEE0H = 2SEYLCE

Let us imagine about Joseph who was stripped by his own broth—
ers and thrown into a cistern. Imagine the terror and hurt that he
must have experienced. Unfortunately, the Lord who was his father
Jacob’s comfort and guide at every moment of crisis throughout
his life was nowhere to be found in this time of crisis for Joseph.
This is how Joseph experiences total absence of God in his life.

Then when Reuben, who was the only advocate for Joseph, “co-
incidentally” was away briefly, the Midianite merchant who “coinci-
dentally” was passing by the area ended up buying Joseph. And
Joseph is sold once again in Egypt to a man named Potiphar who
happens to be one of the Pharaoh’s officials as the captain of the
guard. There, Joseph begins a new life. As all of us know, all these
events in Joseph's life were no coincidence. But Jacob and his
sons, and even Joseph himself, did not know this.

Our God is God who guides us and make things happen in ways
that we do not completely understand through countless “coinci—
dences” in our world. Although everything may seem like simple
coincidences to people, they are necessities to God.



L= AL
I-I EEO'I, O:"‘I‘ I:IJ_'-l' I-7}'“ LS ARz
Journaling with Jesus OIS MZIHSLITIR
252| ZAt Thanks Note AT FrstPraver
24t Reading & QT

F 22 One Word

EE=7 | One Prayer

*otLlE | 0K, Y419] 02 God's heart & your heart

M2 2l8ll For Walking with Jesus

* 22 O 70|, H2| Taking it deeper, further

facebook @7/5 9502

512 S0 U5S T 0 SHHs
0123} 421, ML, ZEIS AJZiol TOjER) ¢/
AHEX| 7IZBHIAIS.

Today’s Mission Cleared Sticker |




FEBRUARY

) AR (o)
1 3 : =1 -9- —l: Sunday Sermon Note

yyee

Scripture

zoUg

OQutline

st o
s

God’s Voice

64



U LR0ILL T 20| BB LIS JIS LI,

L|-9.| 724 EI'/I—-!% My Heart / Application

-

|-|'9-| 7|EI'||§ My Prayers

.

J._I,_§-| 9—| 7|EI‘"§ Prayers of My Church

.

St F27HO| 2UX This Week

65



FEBRUARY
=
L AT

0]Z18| ZA}_EE

EJ
ol

Bt W2 WS T ste e A2 B HEY T
A|2)2 o= ofsfst Rt T ] 72 | 2o Zof My YT,

A 719 FE& 7 1 & BAA Q.
1. Aog QIzke] GAH 1 mgso wka yrel et
2. 21 AZHZ ol ol A A 5HA = B!
3. LA YA &5 5 FAE !

7ol 9191 Q1] Ashe] Gabt e e, B2 j4de) Bg0 8
3, A} —;63— QI ARFES] oSG 181} 7154 i A 0. 03]
2] Qo] o A2 S TEF e

-O_
T
T £X
T

ZAo] o}H }sh,

2 AL - ARIet] A S THHNER o o4,

LA AT, 28 R

SHS LN EAE 7SR 55 P BSOS T olaTA A,
/& Tl e A, et E S A= ol et Wi,

66



Bole AP 4L SR SuE,
123 A)7] 2} w0 o] of e & AR} B 8k IS

JRAAESZ v A S oA Q. Bhz Y] Zo]7] fEd Y.
AaR/dol, goldRAeld s oM »E EEstAl
JAoF B 24 4373 kol A Shtd o] g 2o 1—‘:774%3‘4E‘r.

ke, 2294 shido] oA 15 SASHIEIIE BAA, 150
O QLo T WAL S 42 EGEI o, THSlE W
A9 SRR ThA] 314 ek Q1AL LA ofshe 4 gl S 417
70l /1= =)o) Y&k, § 98 Sl Age] dolzigUrh. 3 2R AN
$A7H QUL 0] 59 % B ArkRE Ak $217 o Do) gigrich. &
ek

1239 YL o4 AT

2191041 29191 v} 53 S o] o} S ThA] Aobgic.

A stk o] ghdol Al .

I O0%,
shbd ] oA 92l E AR E B HIAIL. I3A| X713 AL Es A
= 5 Qe EAU 2™ A= 9 EEe] AU Al HE WS
sh= T teol So171A =L S, Aske Aol A i el 4o
AUt AR mte o] Al GollA E5o] Bt olFol Yt 22 Qe &3t
o= TR Aol LARUL. To] Yl 7|25 ol E0 FAIL, BEo| 3T V1S
FAIA L. DA -2l s The] HhdZ ol ofy o

719j8hA L. ‘Shbdatel g S 7 & ol ol Rl
0] g2 1 o] o] 2 1 o] ol uolek (4] 119:105)

67



Q- Mon

14

2022 February

SiLide
72l oA}

God’s Work
of Salvation

[ 0{=7|E Opening Prayer )

e TSN,
39| 30| EALIo|Ct.
Lord, Speak.

Your Servant is Listening

CESEDREE
Doing & Being for Today

68

RO EAL AO| FAY, SM OFS 2t TS At 22A17 7t
T2 0[071=F SLCE S| QT oFS H5H0 A =11, 2
L2 YU RE22 AOHHA| RLHE St 7HAIE A 84
C}. 1 O+=0] Thsie| M, 2| A7} ELICE

5 Mp24Z(E313%) 2 22 85| HOJALY
s4-ZM171 38:1-11 z=. ZA)7] 38%

121 50] S 7] GASEEE wt elsb ok S
A Sleteb ol shjet

2 Qe7} A7) Tk Al Spotet S o] B2 1
T IS Y1 E A

717} ATt} o} 53 FOPf £} 119 0} 8- Aol
2 stet

8 17heA] YATSHo] o} S-S 21 119] o] -2 Oidolet
5l

s 17} & thi] o} 5.2 23 19) o] 52 Aeket shet
TIPS g o] ek A Slgteiet

S ST A2 Slstel o2 Hlel ey 19 ol
chztolelet

7.9e4e] g o) of 97} 1A |o] ofBhE 2 of £}
AN 1% Zol 412t

8 et ool 0|25 ¥] GolAlE Sl gl
ofo}o- g B2 ool v L 9I5to] 47} 9l et
° Qo] 21 A7k A7) o] 4] 9% F LB.E Fol ]
SO e 1) A A T ohstelz el
1021 9Jo] o] 39} HA]e] ofBhE 2 o} BN 1
ZolAl]

1 goph 19) wlie] ol o] 2% 445t Y] of
¥ Zof Qo] W o} et 34571 Zeelet 5t
U ek 1 45 2ol 27+ geigolet thto] 714
219] ofufA] Zlo] gLtz



Reading Insight

When his first son Er dies, Judah arranges his second son Onan
to sleep with Tamar to raise up offering for Er. However, Onan
does a wicked thing and dies. Eventually, Tamar pretends to be
a prostitute and sleeps with Judah, her father—in-law, in order
to preserve the lineage. Her son Perez becomes the ancestor of
King David.

3 Hymn 524 Make no Delay Come to the Savior, Make no Delay

Meditation - Genesis 38:1-11 ReadingPln - Genesis 38

1 It happened at that time that Judah went down from his
brothers and turned aside to a certain Adullamite, whose
name was Hirah.

2There Judah saw the daughter of a certain Canaanite whose
name was Shua. He took her and went in to her,

3 and she conceived and bore a son, and he called his name
Er.

4 She conceived again and bore a son, and she called his
name Onan.

5 Yet again she bore a son, and she called his name Shelah.
Judah was in Chezib when she bore him.

6 And Judah took a wife for Er his firstborn, and her name
was Tamar.

7 But Er, Judah’s firstborn, was wicked in the sight of the
LORD, and the LORD put him to death.

8Then Judah said to Onan, “Go in to your brother’s wife and
perform the duty of a brother-in-law to her, and raise up off-
spring for your brother.”

9 But Onan knew that the offspring would not be his. So
whenever he went in to his brother’s wife he would waste
the semen on the ground, so as not to give offspring to his
brother.

10 And what he did was wicked in the sight of the LORD,
and he put him to death also.

11 Then Judah said to Tamar his daughter-in-law, “Remain a
widow in your father’s house, till Shelah my son grows up”-
-for he feared that he would die, like his brothers. So Tamar
went and remained in her father’s house.
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What is the reason that the
Lord put Onan to death?
(38:8-11)
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What did Judah tell his
daughter-in-law Tamar to do?
(38:11)
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The Work of Salvation Continues On
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It is somewhat disturbing to read Judah’s family story. From ar-
ranging his son to sleep with a woman who happens to be his sis—
ter-in-law to maintaining the family lineage through his own
daughter-in-law, such story is difficult to comprehend by today’s
cultural and moral standards. But when we take a step back and
look at this story from the perspective of the entire Bible, we soon
realize that this story plays a pivotal role in the overall story of the
Bible.

Perez, who was born to Judah and Tamar, becomes the head of
the Judah'’s lineage and Boaz that we come across in the Book of
Ruth is the descendant of Perez. Moreover, Boaz became the an-
cestor of King David and King David was the ancestor of “Jesus
who is called the Messiah (Matt. 1:6, 16). Despite all kinds of mis—
takes and failures, God’s work of salvation continues on. This won—
derful truth is something that we cannot fully fathom with our
knowledge or understanding. Yes, let us remember that the story
of God’s work of salvation continues even today and that we are
included in that story!
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Reading Insight

The Lord was with Joseph and blessed him when he was sold
to Pharaoh’s official Potiphar. As a result, he prospered in all that
he did and gained the trust of his master. However, when Jo—
seph resisted the temptation from his master’s wife, he was put
in prison. But even in the prison, the Lord was with Joseph and
so Joseph was able to gain trust from others in the prison.

Hymn 545 Down in the Valley Where the Mists of Doubt Arise

Meditation - Genesis 39:11-23 ReadingPln - Genesis 39

11 But one day, when he went into the house to do his work and
none of the men of the house was there in the house,

12 she caught him by his garment, saying, “Lie with me.” But he
left his garment in her hand and fled and got out of the house.

13 And as soon as she saw that he had left his garment in her
hand and had fled out of the house,

14she called to the men of her household and said to them, “See,
he has brought among us a Hebrew to laugh at us. He came in to
me to lie with me, and I cried out with a loud voice.

15 And as soon as he heard that I lifted up my voice and cried
out, he left his garment beside me and fled and got out of the
house.”

16 Then she laid up his garment by her until his master came
home,

17 and she told him the same story, saying, “The Hebrew ser-
vant, whom you have brought among us, came in to me to laugh
atme.

18 But as soon as I lifted up my voice and cried, he left his gar-
ment beside me and fled out of the house.”

19 As soon as his master heard the words that his wife spoke to
him, “This is the way your servant treated me,” his anger was
kindled.

20 And Joseph’s master took him and put him into the prison,
the place where the king’s prisoners were confined, and he was
there in prison.

21 But the LORD was with Joseph and showed him steadfast
love and gave him favor in the sight of the keeper of the prison.
22 And the keeper of the prison put Joseph in charge of all the
prisoners who were in the prison. Whatever was done there, he
was the one who did it.

23 The keeper of the prison paid no attention to anything that
was in Joseph’s charge, because the LORD was with him. And
whatever he did, the LORD made it succeed.
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Why was Joseph put in prison?
(39:11-20)
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How was it possible for the
prison ward to put Joseph in
charge of all those held in pris—
on? (39:21-23)
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For resisting the temptation from Potiphar's wife, Joseph, who
was once a manager of an important household, ends up in prison.
After being betrayed by his own brothers and separated from the
love of his father, Joseph endured the life as a slave in a foreign
land of Egypt. But Joseph continued to work hard and seemed to
have achieved certain level of success. Then he experiences an—
other devastating setback in his life. The Bible, however, describes
Joseph’s life this way: “The Lord was with Joseph so that he pros-
pered” (39:2, 21).

As we cannot ignore the sharp point of an awl just because it is
placed inside our pocket, one cannot ignore the prosperity and en—
ergy that a person experiences when God is with that person and
blesses that person. The Bible clearly testifies to us, “the Lord was
with Joseph and gave him success in whatever he did” (39:23). |
pray that the grace of God that gave Joseph success may be with
us today.
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Reading Insight

King's cupbearer and baker were imprisoned because they of-
fended their master the king of Egypt. One day, both of them had
a dream and Joseph interpreted their dreams. While the cup—
bearer's dream meant that he will be released and be reinstated
to serve Pharaoh again, the baker’s dream meant that he will be
executed in three days. And three days later, everything comes
to pass as Joseph had said but the cupbearer forgets about Jo-
seph’s request after he is reinstated to serve the Pharaoh.

[ Hymn 546 Standing on the Promises

Meditation * Genesis 40:9-15, 20-23 ReadingPln - Genesis 40

92 So the chief cupbearer told his dream to Joseph and said to
him, “In my dream there was a vine before me,

10 and on the vine there were three branches. As soon as it
budded, its blossoms shot forth, and the clusters ripened into

grapes.

11 Pharaoh’s cup was in my hand, and I took the grapes and
pressed them into Pharaoh’s cup and placed the cup in Pha-
raoh’shand.”

12 Then Joseph said to him, “This is its interpretation: the
three branches are three days.

13 In three days Pharaoh will lift up your head and restore
you to your office, and you shall place Pharaoh’s cup in his
hand as formerly, when you were his cupbearer.

14 Only remember me, when it is well with you, and please
do me the kindness to mention me to Pharaoh, and so get me
out of this house.

15 For I was indeed stolen out of the land of the Hebrews,
and here also I have done nothing that they should put me in-
to the pit.”

20 On the third day, which was Pharaoh’s birthday, he made
a feast for all his servants and lifted up the head of the chief
cupbearer and the head of the chief baker among his ser-
vants.

21 He restored the chief cupbearer to his position, and he
placed the cup in Pharaoh’s hand.

22 But he hanged the chief baker, as Joseph had interpreted
to them.

23 Yet the chief cupbearer did not remember Joseph, but for-
gothim.
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HEA|CH (40:9-13)

Examine the cupbearer’s
dream and Joseph’s interpre—
tation of the dream (40:9-13).

SUYY S ofiMoiFHM 2
MO oA oF REI2 27
Q7 (40:14-15)

What request did Joseph
make to the cupbearer as he
interpreted the meaning of his
dream? (40:14-15)
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When we look at Joseph's life, we can see that his life repeatedly
oscillates between hope and setbacks. His life can be described as
a life of “almost” but never complete. Even though Joseph was im-
prisoned unfairly, he gained the trust of the prison ward and was
put in charge of other prisoners. And when he correctly interpreted
the dreams of the baker and the cupbearer, he gained even greater
trust and respect from others in the prison.

However, when the cupbearer forgets about Joseph’s request
after he is released from prison, Joseph’s hope of release and vin—
dication is once again shattered and his life of imprisonment con—
tinues on without much hope. But the Bible says that “the Lord
was with Joseph and showed him kindness” (39:21, 23). In other
words, God was preparing Joseph for something greater in the fu-
ture.

As Young Bok Shin once said, “Waiting cultivates perseverance
and develops the sight that sees even through darkness,” Joseph
learned to see God and believe that God is with him through his
difficult life in prison (40:8). Let us remember that the time of wait—
ing in God is not a meaningless waste of time but a time to have
personal reflection and develop perseverance in us.
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Reading Insight

Pharaoh, king of Egypt, tried to summon magicians and wise
men from all over the country to interpret his dream, but failed.
At this time, the cupbearer recalls Joseph and makes a recom-
mendation to Pharaoh. Joseph correctly interprets the dream
and eventually becomes the prime minister of Egypt.

[ Hymn 89 Jesus, Rose of Sharon

Meditation * Genesis 41:37-45 ReadingPln - Genesis 41

37 This proposal pleased Pharaoh and all his servants.

38 And Pharaoh said to his servants, “Can we find a man like
this, in whom is the Spirit of God?”

39 Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Since God has shown you
all this, there is none so discerning and wise as you are.

40You shall be over my house, and all my people shall order
themselves as you command. Only as regards the throne will
I be greater than you.”

41 And Pharaoh said to Joseph, “See, I have set you over all
the land of Egypt.”

42 Then Pharaoh took his signet ring from his hand and put it
on Joseph’s hand, and clothed him in garments of fine linen
and put a gold chain about his neck.

43 And he made him ride in his second chariot. And they
called out before him, “Bow the knee!” Thus he set him over
all the land of Egypt.

44 Moreover, Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I am Pharaoh, and
without your consent no one shall lift up hand or foot in all
the land of Egypt.”

45 And Pharaoh called Joseph’s name Zaphenath-paneah.
And he gave him in marriage Asenath, the daughter of Po-
tiphera priest of On. So Joseph went out over the land of

Egypt.

o
[
A

k
=20

og

QHlo| U S2 HIZO IS S
AHEAICE (41:37-43)

Let’s look at Pharaoh's reaction
to Joseph's words. (41:37-43)

Hi2E 249 X|al|7}t OC|22E
SACHD AZFHLEQ? (41:38-39)
Where did Pharaoh think Jo—
seph’s wisdom came from?
(41:38-39)
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After 13 years of slavery and imprisonment in a foreign land, Jo-
Er%ﬂ One Prayer seph was released from prlson and stood before Pharaoh. Joseph,
oL xA| BmoR who had endured hardship, was no longer a careless and immature
M—E;'J;E;; child, but a dignified young man with wisdom and understanding
EHE 'I'll.;l. - jrey .
stz 7|£2 7|28t that could not be compared with anyone else. Pharaoh, who met

Joseph, said he was “a person filled with the spirit of God” (41:38).
Even in the eyes of Pharaoh, who did not know God, the power of
God was with Joseph.

Those who are moved by the Spirit of God can smell the fra-
grance of God. Even without trying to present God, the world sees
Him through their lives and feels that He is alive. Today, | pray that
the fragrance of God will spread widely through you.
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Reading Insight

Because of the famine in Canaan, Jacob’s sons came to Egypt
to find food. They did not recognize Joseph who became prime
minister and bowed down to him. This was the moment when
Joseph’s childhood dream became a reality. Joseph impris-
oned them for three days, detained Simeon, and demanded the
youngest Benjamin be brought to him. They went home and
reported this to their father Jacob.

J4 Hymn 384 All the Way My Savior Leads Me

Meditation * Genesis 42:18-25 ReadingPln - Genesis 42

18 On the third day Joseph said to them, “Do this and you
will live, for I fear God:

19 if you are honest men, let one of your brothers remain
confined where you are in custody, and let the rest go and
carry grain for the famine of your households,

20 and bring your youngest brother to me. So your words
will be verified, and you shall not die.” And they did so.

21 Then they said to one another, “In truth we are guilty con-
cerning our brother, in that we saw the distress of his soul,
when he begged us and we did not listen. That is why this
distress has come upon us.”

22 And Reuben answered them, “Did I not tell you not to sin
against the boy? But you did not listen. So now there comes
areckoning for his blood.”

23 They did not know that Joseph understood them, for there
was an interpreter between them.

24 Then he turned away from them and wept. And he re-
turned to them and spoke to them. And he took Simeon from
them and bound him before their eyes.

25 And Joseph gave orders to fill their bags with grain, and
to replace every man’s money in his sack, and to give them
provisions for the journey. This was done for them.
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QU2 YS0AH TS HLHsIR
LtQ? (42:18-20)

What did Joseph suggest to
his brothers? (42:18-20)

0]

Q9| Joto| Chet YRIS2| HHS
© OEHLIR? (42:21-22)

How did the brothers react to
Joseph’s proposal? (42:21-22)
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How did Joseph feel when he looked at his starving brothers as
the prime minister of Egypt? It is no exaggeration to say that Jo—
seph spent the last 20 years alone in Egypt struggling for survival.
The story of his life, being sold and brought to the land of Egypt
with a different language and culture, resembles the image of our
immigrants today.

He might be terrified to face his brothers who tried to kill him be—
cause they might still harbor hatred for Joseph. Joseph’s heart was
confused with various complex emotions. But deep inside him,
there was a deep longing for his family. Hearing the voices of regret
and repentance of his brothers, he finally bursts into tears (42:24).

It is not unfamiliar for us to see Joseph, who fills his brothers’
sacks with grain, returns their payment, and gives them supplies
for their journey home (42:25). Let’s pray for a moment that our
families and brothers in our homeland will be healthy and peaceful.
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Reading Insight

Jacob’s family runs out of food. They take Benjamin and return
to Egypt. When Joseph sees Benjamin, he weeps. Joseph and
his servants welcome them into Joseph'’s house and treat them
with the utmost hospitality.

Hymn 270 Let us Sing of His Love

Meditation * Genesis 43:26-34 ReadingPln - Genesis 43

26 When Joseph came home, they brought into the house to
him the present that they had with them and bowed down to
him to the ground.

27 And he inquired about their welfare and said, “Is your fa-
ther well, the old man of whom you spoke? Is he still alive?”

28 They said, “Your servant our father is well; he is still
alive.” And they bowed their heads and prostrated them-
selves.

29 And he lifted up his eyes and saw his brother Benjamin,
his mother’s son, and said, “Is this your youngest brother, of
whom you spoke to me? God be gracious to you, my son!”

30 Then Joseph hurried out, for his compassion grew warm
for his brother, and he sought a place to weep. And he en-
tered his chamber and wept there.

31 Then he washed his face and came out. And controlling
himself'he said, “Serve the food.”

32 They served him by himself, and them by themselves,
and the Egyptians who ate with him by themselves, because
the Egyptians could not eat with the Hebrews, for that is an
abomination to the Egyptians.

33 And they sat before him, the firstborn according to his
birthright and the youngest according to his youth. And the
men looked at one another in amazement.

34 Portions were taken to them from Joseph’s table, but Ben-
jamin’s portion was five times as much as any of theirs. And
they drank and were merry with him.
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What were the topics of Jo—
seph’s conversation with his
brothers? (44:27-29)

Q0| HLfRlg B0 3
TS T 70 22 AN
C}. (44:29-30)
Consider what Joseph did to
Benjamin and imagine how he
felt. (44:29-30)
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There are times when we mistreat our family who are near and
dear to us. There are times when we don't look into their hearts
because they're family and instead release our inner anger unfil-
tered. If it happens often, the relationship is no longer about family,
but enemies. The closer a relationship is, like a family, the more
difficult it is to restore a broken connection.

Relationship recovery requires a will and effort for two—way im—
provement, because the closer the relationship, the easier for us to
consider the issue as less serious. The broken relationship between
Joseph and his brothers took time to be restored. The brothers’
sincere repentance melted Joseph’s frozen heart, and Joseph
showed hospitality to his brothers. The course of forgiveness and
restoration unfolded. Forgiving family like this required his hard
work and devotion.
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Reading Insight

When the brothers and Benjamin left for their hometown, Jo-
seph secretly placed a silver cup in Benjamin’s sack along with
food. Then Joseph'’s steward pursued them, accused them as
thieves, and tried to arrest Benjamin, but Joseph’s brothers in-
sisted that they should be arrested instead.

3 Hymn 449 When We Walk with the Lord

Meditation * Genesis 44:25-34 ReadingPln - Genesis 44

25 And when our father said, ‘Go again, buy us a little food,’

26 we said, “We cannot go down. If our youngest brother
goes with us, then we will go down. For we cannot see the
man’s face unless our youngest brother is with us.’

27 Then your servant my father said to us, ‘You know that
my wife bore me two sons.

28 One left me, and I said, Surely he has been torn to pieces,
and I have never seen him since.

29 [f you take this one also from me, and harm happens to
him, you will bring down my gray hairs in evil to Sheol.”

30 “Now therefore, as soon as I come to your servant my fa-
ther, and the boy is not with us, then, as his life is bound up in
the boy’s life,

31 as soon as he sees that the boy is not with us, he will die,
and your servants will bring down the gray hairs of your ser-
vant our father with sorrow to Sheol.

32 For your servant became a pledge of safety for the boy to
my father, saying, ‘If I do not bring him back to you, then I
shall bear the blame before my father all my life.’

33 Now therefore, please let your servant remain instead of
the boy as a servant to my lord, and let the boy go back with
his brothers.

34 For how can I go back to my father if the boy is not with
me? I fear to see the evil that would find my father.”

atk
=

of3
A

og

OFZ0] HILFRIO| Of=3lS 7t=at
2 0|7 FALLIR
(44:27-29)

Why did Jacob oppose Benja—
min’s journey to Egypt?
(44:27-29)

SOt L A2 [AL7R
(44:32-34)

What was Judah'’s decision?
(44:32-34)
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QL XAl 3t e SLIC| Xt7 S|4 Judah's self-sacrifice
&L
HILFRIO] RIZ0IM 27 2015t 20| 15 B2 M= QH9|
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04710fl HEA| o==AILL, X OF0f= 119 St SH S2HEL A1
£ HIZLICI(44:33). Al OFS S o2 & £82 22 B
= OHHX|7F JILHO A2 4= Z0] HILFZIQIG|, 11 Of0|0FY S22
HECHH OFHX|7L 242 182 XMt = 4= §fCh= AO0IASLICE
J= M0 A7 FHSA Q¥S S22 HOMZ|X T MK
Bl ARZIO|X|ZH MZO0] SE 20j| O|ZA| HHE ARULICE XAQ| 2t
£ QIYol1 OMHX|t SYS ol XS 3I*o”3fE RO 2E2 2
2|0iA 2 252 FLICt CHI0] [Lh X|If Z410]12 0| T2 AT}
RO AEE MEL= A2 23 29| 20| OHd ALY,
After Joseph found the silver cup in Benjamin's sack, Joseph said
Er%ﬂ One Prayer that he would make Benjamin a slave. Jgdah responded, “So
oL xA| BmoR please, my lord, let me stay here as a slave instead of the boy, and
R inisi let the boy return with his brothers” (44:33). Jacob had grieved af-
= dE 'I'l J - jrey . . ) ) .
stz 7|£2 7|28t ter losing his beloved son Joseph, and it was Benjamin who com-

forted him, so if Benjamin were sold as a slave, Judah could not
bear to see the pain that would be inflicted on his father.

Judah had long ago proposed to his brothers to sell Joseph as a
slave, but he changed over the years. We are deeply moved to see
Judah admitting his past wrongdoings and sacrificing himself for his
father and younger brother. It is no coincidence that David and Je—
sus Christ are from the tribe of Judah.

w3 AIAXIS 215 7| =
Prayer for Churches & Pastors

C|2QI5H0Io15 24| 3| O] HS(1A)
00| R2HA|E[BHRITEIZI2| 1 3], TBS(IA)
139 OHEE I3t 7|
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“l am Joseph!”

[ 0{=7|E Opening Prayer )

SE[oflA
KHIE HIFEAM.
Lord. Have Mercy on Us.
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Reading Insight

Upon hearing Judah’s confession, Joseph bursts into tears.
He reveals his identity to his brothers and praises the grace of
God who has been with him. Also, he instructs his brothers to
tell Jacob what has happened, and asks them to come back to
Egypt to live with him. So, the brothers take food and go to Ja-
cob and tell him the news.

J4 Hymn 304 The Love of God is Greater Far

Meditation * Genesis 45:1-8 ReadingPln - Genesis 45

1 Then Joseph could not control himself before all those
who stood by him. He cried, “Make everyone go out from
me.” So no one stayed with him when Joseph made himself
known to his brothers.

2 And he wept aloud, so that the Egyptians heard it, and the
household of Pharaoh heard it.

3 And Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father
still alive?” But his brothers could not answer him, for they
were dismayed at his presence.

4 So Joseph said to his brothers, “Come near to me, please.”
And they came near. And he said, “I am your brother, Jo-
seph, whom you sold into Egypt.

5 And now do not be distressed or angry with yourselves be-
cause you sold me here, for God sent me before you to pre-
serve life.

6 For the famine has been in the land these two years, and
there are yet five years in which there will be neither plow-
ing nor harvest.

7 And God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant
on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors.

8 So it was not you who sent me here, but God. He has made
me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler
over all the land of Egypt.

k

of3

£0=2

0| Rplo| HRHIE ol 2&
S MIELIC (451-3)

Go over how Joseph reveals
himself. (45:1-3)

0 FO

282 IS OfEC = M2 2
0] F=2f1 HHsHLEQ?
(45:4-9)

Who brought Joseph to Egypt
by his own remark? (45:4-8)
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EY O ol F&st7| LIsh -

QL Z=Al 5t ams 6P| REE God's appearance from behind

EUT

“StLIE0| sHRELC Ee 24| Te FIE BH X2 USS &
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537 | One Prayer i . .

95 = amoz If we reverse Joseph's words, “God did it,” it means that we can

AlF2 O[5t WO only know His grace after God has passed through us. It’s like

2= 'I'l - 2

SI2% 7|28 7|28t when someone walks past me, and | will realize who he is by look-

ing at his back. After a difficult and trying time, when | sit still and
reflect back, there are times that God has worked in the midst of
my adversity. “How did | endure back then? How did | get through
that strenuous time?” When | think about it, | comprehend that God
was with me.

This is the back view of God. When God approaches us, we do
not recognize Him. The current situation is so difficult that | some-
times fall into the illusion that God has left me. | lament and grum-
ble. We should remember the God who goes before us and pre—
pares a way for us.

w3 AIAXIS 215 7| =
Prayer for Churches & Pastors

OIUAARECI W3], TBS(IA)
FEA|E|SIOITRIZ2| W S|, R EH(1A)
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The reunion of
Jacob and Joseph
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Lord, Speak.
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Reading Insight

God appears in Jacob’s vision, supports his journey to Egypt,
and promises to lead him back to Canaan in the future. Jacob’s
party arrives safely in Egypt.

Hymn 413 When Peace, Like a River, Attendeth My Way

Meditation * Genesis 46:1-7, 28-30 A& CS EIR 6]

1 So Israel took his journey with all that he had and came to
Beersheba, and offered sacrifices to the God of his father
Isaac.

2 And God spoke to Israel in visions of the night and said,
“Jacob, Jacob.” And he said, “Here am 1.”

3 Then he said, “Tam God, the God of your father. Do not be
afraid to go down to Egypt, for there I will make you into a
great nation.

4 I myself will go down with you to Egypt, and I will al-
so bring you up again, and Joseph’s hand shall close your
eyes.”

5 Then Jacob set out from Beersheba. The sons of Israel car-
ried Jacob their father, their little ones, and their wives, in the
wagons that Pharaoh had sent to carry him.

6 They also took their livestock and their goods, which they
had gained in the land of Canaan, and came into Egypt, Ja-
cob and all his offspring with him,

7 his sons, and his sons’ sons with him, his daughters, and his
sons’ daughters. All his offspring he brought with him into

Egypt.

28 He had sent Judah ahead of him to Joseph to show the way
before him in Goshen, and they came into the land of Gosh-
en.

29 Then Joseph prepared his chariot and went up to meet Is-
rael his father in Goshen. He presented himself to him and
fell on his neck and wept on his neck a good while.

30 [srael said to Joseph, “Now let me die, since I have seen
your face and know that you are still alive.”

na
o
Jb

og

SHLIEHA OFZ0IH XS 2%
SHAILIR? (46:3-4)

What did God promise Jacob?
(46:3-4)

282 J9| 7IEES IMEN
EAZ17] ot ZIS0HA FRE X
A|LEQ? (46:31-34)

How did Joseph instruct his
family in order to settle them in

Goshen? (46:31-34)
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How did Jacob feel when he heard that Joseph was still alive? He
was ecstatic “to the point of having no regrets even if he had died
right at that moment” (45:28) and wanted to see Joseph as soon
as possible. Reuniting with Joseph, whom he thought was dead,
was as exciting as reclaiming his lost life. However, it was very se-
rious for Jacob to leave the promised land, Canaan, again.

Confused between God’s promise and his current situation, he
paused at Beersheba to offer sacrifices to God. And that night he
heard the voice of God. “Do not be afraid to go down to Egypt, for
there | will make your family into a great nation. | will go with you
down to Egypt, and | will bring you back again...” (46:3-4).

In our busy lives, there are many times when we wonder what
God’s will is, whether my way is the right way, and we may take
action without praying. Now let's pause time and ask God for a
way. Let’s hear God’s voice.
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Reading Insight

At the meeting of Jacob and Pharaoh, Jacob blessed Pharaoh.
Pharaoh allows them to settle in the land of Goshen and raise
livestock. The famine in Egypt became so severe that the peo—
ple sold all their possessions to Pharaoh in order to obtain food,
and Pharaoh’s land and possessions gradually increased.

Hymn 455 We Shall be Like Him

Meditation » Genesis 47:1-12 ReadingPln - Genesis 47

1 So Joseph went in and told Pharaoh, “My father and my
brothers, with their flocks and herds and all that they pos-
sess, have come from the land of Canaan. They are now in
the land of Goshen.”

2 And from among his brothers he took five men and pre-
sented them to Pharaoh.

3 Pharaoh said to his brothers, “What is your occupation?”
And they said to Pharaoh, “Your servants are shepherds, as
our fathers were.”

4 They said to Pharaoh, “We have come to sojourn in the
land, for there is no pasture for your servants’ flocks, for the
famine is severe in the land of Canaan. And now, please let
your servants dwell in the land of Goshen.”

5 Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Your father and your broth-
ers have come to you.

6 The land of Egypt is before you. Settle your father and your
brothers in the best of the land. Let them settle in the land
of Goshen, and if you know any able men among them, put
them in charge of my livestock.”

7 Then Joseph brought in Jacob his father and stood him be-
fore Pharaoh, and Jacob blessed Pharaoh.

8 And Pharaoh said to Jacob, “How many are the days of the
years of your life?”

9 And Jacob said to Pharaoh, “The days of the years of my so-
journing are 130 years. Few and evil have been the days of the
years of my life, and they have not attained to the days of the
years of the life of my fathers in the days of their sojourning.”
10 And Jacob blessed Pharaoh and went out from the pres-
ence of Pharaoh.

11 Then Joseph settled his father and his brothers and gave
them a possession in the land of Egypt, in the best of the
land, in the land of Rameses, as Pharaoh had commanded.

12 And Joseph provided his father, his brothers, and all his
father’s household with food, according to the number of
their dependents.
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OFZF0| HIZE PHLIY LEA SH 3l
A= FAUINR? (47:7,10)
What did Jacob do after meet-
ing Pharaoh? (477, 10)

= 2| Z20]| CHSHOFZ2| LHES
SO T 10| X|LZH A4S A7 (ol
BAICL (47:8-9)

Read Jacob’s answer to
Pharaoh’s question and recall
his past life. (47:8-9)
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When Jacob arrived in the land of Egypt, he stood before Pha—
raoh. He was introduced as the prime minister’s father, but he was
just a frail chieftain of a tribe who left his hometown due to a se-
vere famine. He was a weak man who couldn’t be compared to the
power of a king. But the Bible says, “he blessed Pharaoh” (47:7).
Blessings require spiritual authority. Jacob knew that his spiritual
authority of blessing Pharaoh came from God and that the authority
given from God placed above the mighty Pharaoh’s authority.

Spiritual authority is not given overnight. It is gradually building up
as you get to know God over a long period of time. Blessing is an
act that can be done by those who have already been blessed, and
we remember that we are God’s “chosen race, a royal priesthood”
(1 Peter 2:9). | hope that your home, school, and workplace will re~
ceive abundant blessings from heaven through your prayers.
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Reading Insight

Jacob was old and sick. But he thanked God for seeing not only
Joseph’s face, but also his other sons, and spread his arms out
to bless his grandchildren. He puts his second son Ephraim
ahead of his eldest son, Manasseh, to bless him, and prays that
the tribe will flourish through Ephraim.

Hymn 552 When the Morning Breaks Anew

Meditation * Genesis 48:1-11 ReadingPln - Genesis 48

1 After this, Joseph was told, “Behold, your father is ill.” So
he took with him his two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim.

2 And it was told to Jacob, “Your son Joseph has come to
you.” Then Israel summoned his strength and sat up in bed.

3 And Jacob said to Joseph, “God Almighty appeared to me
at Luz in the land of Canaan and blessed me,

4 and said to me, ‘Behold, I will make you fruitful and mul-
tiply you, and I will make of you a company of peoples and
will give this land to your offspring after you for an everlast-
ing possession.’

5 And now your two sons, who were born to you in the land
of Egypt before I came to you in Egypt, are mine; Ephraim
and Manasseh shall be mine, as Reuben and Simeon are.

6 And the children that you fathered after them shall be
yours. They shall be called by the name of their brothers in
their inheritance.

7 As for me, when I came from Paddan, to my sorrow Rachel
died in the land of Canaan on the way, when there was still
some distance to go to Ephrath, and I buried her there on the
way to Ephrath (that is, Bethlehem).”

8When Israel saw Joseph’s sons, he said, “Who are these?”’

9 Joseph said to his father, “They are my sons, whom God
has given me here.” And he said, “Bring them to me, please,
that I may bless them.”

10Now the eyes of Israel were dim with age, so that he could
not see. So Joseph brought them near him, and he kissed
them and embraced them.

11 And Israel said to Joseph, “I never expected to see your
face; and behold, God has let me see your offspring also.”

atk
=
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OZ0| SILIEM B2 L2 ThA|
SHH M7 [SHZAICE (48:4)
Let’s recall the promise Jacob

received from God. (48:4)

0r50] 49| &+ OtEE2 &t
9| OtEE 221l ot= 0|}
291017197 (48:5-6)

Why does Jacob want Jo—
seph’s two sons to be his
sons? (48:5-6)
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SEY 7IES 7S, To sum up the Old Testament, it is the story of the Israelites:

Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, David, Solomon,
etc. The stories of people who lived dynamically in an era are con—
tained in the Old Testament. As we listen to their life stories, we
put our emotions and thoughts into them. | see myself through
these stories, and | understand others through them as well. You
get to know God and experience His presence indirectly. But more
importantly, there are two kinds of stories. It is the story of “me”
and the story of “others”.

There is power in the story of “me”. No matter how interesting
and moving a story is, if it is someone else’s story, it is quickly for—
gotten. But the story of “me”, the story of my life, is alive. The story
of Jacob who is about to die is so powerful not because his life is
perfect, but because of the God of Jacob who embraced and guid—
ed him to this point despite his mistakes and weaknesses. That's
the real story of Jacob. Today’s readers want to encounter “my”
God.
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Reading Insight

Before Jacob died, he gathered and blessed his sons by calling
each one by name. The twelve of them become the twelve
tribes of Israel. Finally, Jacob died, asking for a burial in the field
of Ephron the Hittite, where his ancestors were buried.

3 Hymn 491 I'm Pressing on the Upward Way

Meditation  Genesis 49:29-33 ReadingPin - Genesis 49

29 Then he commanded them and said to them, “I am to be
gathered to my people; bury me with my fathers in the cave
that is in the field of Ephron the Hittite,

30 in the cave that is in the field at Machpelah, to the east of
Mamre, in the land of Canaan, which Abraham bought with
the field from Ephron the Hittite to possess as a burying
place.

31 There they buried Abraham and Sarah his wife. There
they buried Isaac and Rebekah his wife, and there I buried
Leah--

32the field and the cave that is in it were bought from the Hit-
tites.”

33 When Jacob finished commanding his sons, he drew up
his feet into the bed and breathed his last and was gathered to
his people.

8102 S92 HEr5gLIR?
(49:29-32)

What was Jacob’s last request
after blessing his sons?
(49:29-32)

012{20| == 20| Y0t FX| ¢4
QUCHY SHCHH, O2{E S0l 7tE
S2 FE0AH E710 A2 |
2 Foiete?

If you knew you were going to
die soon, what would you say
to your family or friends?
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One of the biggest concerns for people thinking of retirement is
where to retire. If possible, they usually move to a place with a
good healthcare system, low cost of living, and low taxes. Howev—
er, for Korean immigrants, there are many cases of reverse immi-
HLIC}, gration to their home country. They want to return to where their

parents and siblings reside, where their childhood friends live, and
where they want to spend their final years in peace.

Likewise, it was Jacob’s last wish to return to his hometown and
join his ancestors and parents. Many Black churches call funerals
“home-going”. It means going home. Looking back at Jacob’s last
journey, we reflect upon our home—going. As saved children of
God, | wish that today we all are longing for heaven.
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Reading Insight

After Jacob’s death, Joseph and his brothers buried his body
in the land of Canaan, according to their father's request. After
that, Joseph's brothers feared retaliation, but Joseph comforted
and reassured them of their wellbeing. Joseph died and also
desired to return to Canaan.

Hymn 365 Are You Weary

Meditation » Genesis 50:15-26 ReadingPln - Genesis 50

15 When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead,
they said, “It may be that Joseph will hate us and pay us back
for all the evil that we did to him.”

16 So they sent a message to Joseph, saying, “Your father
gave this command before he died,

17 “‘Say to Joseph, Please forgive the transgression of your
brothers and their sin, because they did evil to you.” And
now, please forgive the transgression of the servants of the
God ofyour father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him.

18 His brothers also came and fell down before him and said,
“Behold, we are your servants.”

19But Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, for am I in the place
of God?

20 As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it
for good, to bring it about that many people should be kept
alive, as they are today.

21 So do not fear; [ will provide for you and your little ones.”
Thus he comforted them and spoke kindly to them.

22 So Joseph remained in Egypt, he and his father’s house.
Josephlived 110 years.

23 And Joseph saw Ephraim’s children of the third genera-
tion. The children also of Machir the son of Manasseh were
counted as Joseph’s own.

24 And Joseph said to his brothers, “I am about to die, but
God will visit you and bring you up out of this land to the
land that he swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.”

25 Then Joseph made the sons of Israel swear, saying, “God
will surely visit you, and you shall carry up my bones from
here.”

26 So Joseph died, being 110 years old. They embalmed him,
and he was put in a coffin in Egypt.

27 (50:15)
What are your brothers afraid
of? (50:15)

01220 Feiglots A2 £
7tQ? J2|1 J7E 0f%EH 0|A
2 ASNR?

What are you afraid of? And
how can you get over it?

127



ror
=
o
o
£
a8

= e
S o H0| ot/ 2aH
s FHUULS
=S

537 |E One Prayer

o5 FH Ym0
HHE o5t g
2N 7|=S VIS B

w3 AIAXIS 215 7| =
Prayer for Churches & Pastors

A9 99l 28] Voices rrom TrE HiiL

ror
rE
i
rh>
mio

LHDEIO'I %SE A Reaching out one more time

OFE0| &2 51 IAME AIH = FHS2 Q80| AUSHA £

% 78 SEULC, T2/1E Ofxio] B UEf SNE T,
1 0 UE FOB A A7IS ZHBLICL Xk e 24| S
2 OfH{X|9| 5 Of2hAf ZA2IT Hot0| B MRS S Lo
X1 QIBLICL QM2 ¥SQ| %S E1 83 S, 1= FM
O NZi2ke HSS OPIAIZ TR 250| 48 4 Qi EIS Di2ist
17548 BAHOL 0js| S219 D= HE0| B4S 81 2 012
S LS Z{QIL|C}.

242 WA 3t HSO| 22 BEULL SiL0| £2 2t 351}
29 MHSS YR 22 AL, Ol 84S H0f 248 Moz
22 #olALICL F2i20] T 018 B LIS2iX| 941 IS

A NZHS FE 2, J23 B4 O 28 LIZO| = 20| 2= Xjo| of

et AL,

un ko Jh

[ =

After Jacob’s death and burial, the brothers feared that Joseph
would retaliate against them. Then they quoted the words of their
father, pleaded for forgiveness begging him that they would live as
his slaves. Over the years Joseph’s brothers had been living in the
shadow of their father, trembling with guilt and anxiety. Joseph
wept as he listened to his brothers. He laid the groundwork for
them to settle down and cared for them for 17 years to lighten their
burden. Therefore, he must have felt great pain to see his brothers
tremble with guilt and fear.

Joseph once again took the hands of his brothers. He promised
to raise his brothers and their children according to God’s will. This
is an act of repaying evil with good beyond forgiveness. It is the
proper posture of a believer to give time to those who are trembling
in fear without scolding or reproaching them and to reach out once
more.
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The First Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage Genesis 28:10-22

This is Bethel

(the House of God)

m Opening Discussion

\When and where do you usually meditate on the Word? If the place and time for QT are
always the same, please share the reasons for doing it and its benefits. If the place or time
is different each time, think about the reason and share it.

m Understanding today’s passage

After stealing his brother’s blessing, Jacob leaves the house in fear and discouragement.
Jacob has been forced to run away for the rest of his life because of his brother’s hatred.
Words like “dreams” and “hopes” are just luxuries for him. He doesn’t know where to stay
or what to eat today. Now, on his first night out of the house, he finds no one to offer him
a place to sleep and ends up sleeping under the stars. And he dreams. He sees angels
ascending and descending the stairs between the earth and the sky, coming out to patrol
the earth. And he sees God standing at the top of the ladder, who introduces himself as
the God of his father Isaac and grandfather Abraham, and says that the promises given to
them will also come true for Jacob.

God says that Jacob will inherit the land, and he will have descendants as many as the
dust of the earth. God promises that Jacob will be a person who will bring blessings to all
peoples. “Iam with you, | will watch over you wherever you go, and | will bring you back to
this land.” Jacob is the first person in biblical history to be assured that “| will be with you.”
This promise is later repeated to other leaders of the nation: Moses (Exod 3:12), Joshua (Josh
1:5), and Gideon (Judg 6:16). For Jacob, the incident at Bethel is his first encounter with
God, and he is overwhelmed with fear.

After hearing God’s word of promise, Jacob’s monologue, “Surely the LORD is here, and |
did not know” (28:16) resounds in our hearts. Regardless of our circumstances, God was
here yesterday and today, and He will be with us tomorrow. It’s just that we don’t feel His
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presence. If you are going through the dark tunnel of your life right now, | pray that you will
hold Jacob’s confession in your heart and find strength and comfort. “Surely the LORD is
here, and | did not know.”

m Into the Word

1. What did God say in Jacob’s dream and what did he specifically promise? (28:13-15)

2. What did Jacob do the morning after he encountered God? (28:18-22)

m Into our life

1. Have you ever felt that “God is not with me?” Conversely, when did you feel that “God is
truly withme?”

2. The fact that God is always with you gives you comfort, but sometimes it may be a bur-
den. When are you comforted and when are you burdened?

m Memory Verse Genesis 28:15

“Behold, | am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this
land. For I will not leave you until | have done what | have promised you.”

[ sharing with your children

How can we know that an invisible God is always with us?



The Second Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage Genesis 33:12-20

Walking at my own pace

m Opening Discussion

How much do you walk each day? What is your pace and speed?
(If you don't know this, ask people around you.)

m Understanding today’s passage

Jacob is reunited with his older brother Esau and is dramatically reconciled, embracing
each other and crying and wiping away the pain and suffering of the past. After this, Esau
tells Jacob to hurry and start the journey. But Jacob is calm. He responds that if you drive
toofast, even for just one day, the young children, flock of sheep, and cattle with calves he
is traveling with may all die. If you go first, | will soon follow (33:13). It seems logical, but |
can't help but be alittle perplexed. Because such a moving story of reconciliation does not
end with companionship. Of course, Jacob'’s statement makes sense. It is also true that
the heart that cares for small children and young animals is beautiful.

After refusing his brother’s offer to leave behind his men to lead the way, Jacob even-
tually sends his brother away and leisurely walks on his own path. In fact, from Jacob’s
point of view, he would want to accompany his older brother. But he was well aware of his
circumstances, his own pace. So far, Jacob has walked several hundred kilometers from
Haran to Canaan. It was a trip that took several months in a time when there were no cars.
Therefore, if Jacob follows Esau like this, he will faint from exhaustion. So Jacob walked at
his own pace.

Each person has their own personality, even in their gait. Some trudge, some wobble or
flutter. Everyone walks at their own pace. It is only when | walk alone that | can walk the
way | want to walk. The problem is when | walk with someone. If you walk at the speed of
afast-paced person, your gait will become awkward, and you will tire quickly.

It's important to know your own pace on the journey of life. This is because if you know
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your speed, you can walk peacefully without feeling impatient or swaying even if others
pass by you quickly. My gait or speed is just a given, innate. You don’t have to struggle to
walk fast. There is no need to compete or compare. The Christian life is to walk the path
God has allowed with gratitude and joy. You don't have to walk faster (successfully) than
others to shine. You shine because God has already made you a child of the Lord.

[ intothe Word
1. Jacob asks Esau to leave first without accompanying him. Why?

2. Jacob even rejects Esau’s offer to leave behind his men to lead the way. How did Esau
and Jacob feel about it?

m Into our life

1. Does God’s blessing mean success (prosperity) in the world? If they are different, how
are they differentand if they are the same, why are they the same?

2.1 know there is nothing more foolish than comparing myself to others, but we are con-
stantly making comparisons. Let’s share our wisdom and ways to love ourselves with-
out comparing ourselves to others.

m Memory Verse 1Corinthian 15:10

“But by the grace of God | am what | am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. On the
contrary, | worked harder than any of them, though it was not |, but the grace of God that is
withme.

[} sharing with your children

\What do you think are your strengths and your weaknesses?



The Third Week Small Group Meeting Today’s Passage Genesis 43:1-14

What we have to hold on to

m Opening Discussion

What is the most difficult part of your relationship with your children (grandchildren, niec—
es, nephews)? Or share any past experiences where you made mistakes with your chil-
dren orabout which you have regrets.

m Understanding today’s passage

If you look closely at the character of Jacob, you may find one peculiar thing. He tends to
be obsessed with something. He was the kind of person who somehow never let go of
anything that might benefit him. He first seized his brother’s birthright by deceiving his
father. But in the end, he became a fugitive. He held onto a woman named Rachel for 14
years, but Rachel died giving birth to Benjamin.

When his sons returned from meeting the Egyptian prime minister (Joseph) and told him
to bring Benjamin, Jacob became angry and scolded his sons. “Why do you torment me
so much by telling him that you have a brother?” (43:6).

We understand how Jacob feels, but if we look at the current situation, all the family
members and young grandchildren are hungry. If they don't eat anything now, they may
starve to death. Still, Jacob does not let Benjamin go easily. He is obsessed with his be-
loved son Benjamin. The sooner he lets go of that obsession, the sooner he will not only
find food, but also see Joseph whom he loves so much.

At first, he did not listen to Reuben, the eldest son, when he tried to persuade him. But
eventually, with Judah’s persistent persuasion, he said, “If | lose my children, | will lose
them.” And then he finally latches on to God. “May Aimighty God be gracious to you in the
sight of this man, that he may bring back your other brothers and Benjamin; if | lose my
children, | will lose them” (43:14).

It took Jacob a very long time for this moment to come. When his father let go of his greed



Small Group Discussion Guides for January

and obsessions, the foundation of the family was re-established. Jacob’s life tells us that
in the end it is God who we must hold onto. Jacob, who lived his life fiercely, holding on
to the birthright, holding on to Rachel and his children, finally holds on to God. He humbly
bows down to Almighty God. “If [ lose children, | lose them.” You may discover his faith in
God hidden behind his confession. This is a difficult confession to make as a father. What
are you holding on to? What are you obsessed with?

m Into the Word

1. How was Judah able to persuade Jacob? Let’s talk about the difference between Jacob
and Judah. (43:8-10)

2. What did Jacob do after allowing Benjamin to go to Egypt? (43:14)

m Into our life

1. We often confess, “I entrust myself to God, I hold onto God.” Let’s share what life is like
toholdonto God.

2. If you have any concerns that we should entrust to God, share them with the group.
What do you yourself need to do about these concerns?

m Memory Verse Lamentations 3:22—23

“The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; they
are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.”

m Sharing with your children

What are the things you value the most and cherish? Which of these would be pleasing to
God?
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The Fourth Week Small Group Meeting Today's PassageGenesis 48:1-16

The God of my father

and grandfather

m Opening Discussion

Share how you first came to believe in Jesus and attend church. Please share who first led
you to church or who helped you to have faith.

m Understanding today’s passage

The text is about Jacob, who has lived a troubled life, blessing his son Joseph as Jacob
anticipates his death. Because he is nearing death, Jacob’s words sound even more ear—
nest. Jacob’s heart for Joseph is very tender. Even more so, because he was the child of
his beloved wife Rachel, and because he was a child who Jacob thought was dead and
then recovered.

Jacob’s life had many ups and downs: conflict with his older brother Esau over the birth-
right, fleeing, days of having to live like a servant at his maternal uncle Laban’s house, the
fierce prayers at the Jabbok River, reconciliation with Esau, the death of Rachel, the pain
of losing a son, deep shadows cast onto his life, and the incredible reunion with Joseph.
But when Jacob looks back on his past, he realizes that it was all the grace of God. In par-
ticular, he confesses that God is “the God whom my grandfather Abraham and my father
Isaac served, the God who raised me from my birth until now” (48:15). These words are
rooted in the firm belief that the God who touched, cared for, and comforted my parents
withan invisible hand is with me now.

Jacob entrusts the future of his descendants to the God who intervened in the lives of his
grandfather Abraham and his father Isaac, and to the God who has become his shepherd.
Jacob, who was the hijacker of blessings, has now become the one who blesses others
since he received the new name, Israel, at the bank of Jabbok River.

He blessed Pharaoh when he met him, and he also blessed his twelve sons. It wasn't just
a prayer to make sure everything went well. He empathized with the circumstances and
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difficulties given to each of his sons, and blessed them to live their lives to the fullest given
those difficulties.

Jacob's life of making mistakes, regretting, and clinging to the Lord is similar to that of all of
us. We see in Jacob our own fathers in their desperation to live well. And we see God who
knows his weaknesses and walks with Jacob like a shadow.

Jacob, who had lived such a life, is praying with all his heart for his beloved sons on his
deathbed. Who can call his life a failure? Although he was lacking in human terms, he
sought God'’s grace more than anyone else and knew the truth that he could not live a day
without God’s grace. Let us become people who bless others like Jacob. Let us pray and
bless our children, neighbors, and church members and become a channel of blessing.

m Into the Word

1. What kind of blessings did the two sons of Joseph receive from Jacob?

2. Whatis Jacob's attitude towards God as he recalls his past life?

m Into our life

1. Have you ever prayed to bless others? If yes, when and whom did you bless? If you have
never blessed others, let’s share how and whom you would like to bless in the future.

2. If you were to bless yourself, what blessings would you say

m Memory Verse Genesis 48:16

“The angel who has redeemed me from all evil, bless the boys; and in them let my name
be carried on, and the name of my fathers Abraham and Isaac; and let them grow into a
multitude in the midst of the earth.”

m Sharing with your children

What kind of prayers do you want to pray for your parents and grandparents?
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MISSIONARY

OF THE MONTH

Advance : # 3021881

Country : Japan

Serving At : International Seafarers Ministry
Home Country : Philippines, Asia and Pacific
Spouse : Devorah Anne Umipig - Julian

Ronald C. Julian is a missionary with the General Board of Global
Ministries of The United Methodist Church serving as a chaplain with
the International Seafarers Ministry in Yokohama, Japan. He was
commissioned in October 2013.

Yokohama is one of the busiest ports in the world. The Seafarers
Ministry there was set up under ecumenical sponsorship in 1983 to
provide pastoral care, counseling, and practical assistance to sailors.
The chaplain must be non-Japanese because Japanese nationals are not
allowed to go on board visiting vessels. Many of the sailors are from
the Philippines.

Ronald Julian is Filipino and succeeds two United Methodist
missionaries, the Rev. Lamberto and Angelita Valino, who have retired
after leading the ministry for 11 years.

Ronald is a member of the Deparo United Methodist Church in



Caloocan City in the Philippines East Annual Conference. He holds a
Bachelor of Science degree in architecture from a university in the
Philippines. He has lived for several years in Japan with his wife,
Devorah Umipig-Julian, a United Methodist missionary, also from the
Philippines. He previously served as a United Methodist Individual
Volunteer in Mission.

While he grew up in a Christian home, Ronald says he became a
“searcher” during college years, trying out various religious points of
view. He had difficulty settling into a profession after school, until he
found his way into a secular company with a Christian orientation and
a Bible study every Friday.

The first study he attended was on the parable of the prodigal son
in Luke, a passage he remembers from childhood, always identifying
with the “good” son who stayed home. “During this session, “he recalls,
”I had this revelation that I am the prodigal son. I am not the son who
stayed. I am the lost son and God was calling me back and wants me to
come home....And I so spent more time in Bible study until I accepted
Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior.”

Ronald met his wife in church and accompanied her to Japan. The
couple has two sons, Matt and Josh.

Contact Info : rjulian@umcmission.org
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2022/10 | 2022/11 | 2022/12
Day Bible Chapter Day Bible Chapter Day Bible Chapter
01 AH7| 1 01 {50t 1 01 OHEl=ES 3-4
02 = 02 2 02 5
03 2 03 3 03 6
04 3 04 4 04 =y
05 4 05 5 05 7
06 5-6 06 = 06 8
07 7-8 07 6 07 9
08 9 08 7 08 10
09 =g 09 8 09 11
10 10-11 10 9 10 12
11 12 11 10 11 =
12 13-14 12 11 12 13
13 15 13 S 13 14
14 16-17 14 12 14 15
15 18 15 13 15 16
16 = 16 14 16 17
17 19-20 17 15 17 18
18 21 18 16-17 18 =
19 22 19 18 19 19
20 23 20 Z=o 20 20
21 24-25 21 19 21 21
22 26 22 20 22 22
23 =4 23 21 23 1
24 27 24 22 24 2
25 28 25 23 25 e =y
26 29 26 24 26 23
27 30 27 = 27 24
28 31 28 oY 1 28 25
29 32 29 2 29 26
30 F2 30 3 30 27
31 33-34 31 28
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