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Could you not watch with me one hour?
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As Paul and Timothy wrote the episties to the saints of the new Engaging with Words

churches in Colossae, they thanked God for their faith and

i
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love, and prayed for the growth of their deeply rooted faith that | olge 0| o3, P2 E |

all things are created by Christ and for Christ. ' o, L7 95 AERFASL v
1 7 (16%) ! OH Xk
\ By whom, through whom, | 9 = Ejl
' and for whom are all things ! [=e) = =
! created? (V. 16)- — - -~ - -~ %T'_'—l —_I'l}—gl' _I_I-" =
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9 And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray = AOI‘ LH -gO'” EH 3|_f 0 I 6”%
for you, asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of

his willinall spiritual wisdom and understanding, | Eﬁ L_l E_l'
1050 as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleas- ,
ing to him, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing | o123} 01=20], SiLILDt Bt=0]
in the knowledge of God. | 3ey ge Y2 LuE S5, 0O gst I:HG'(ESV/ 7H°|7H§)
. " : S0 ot 7ks8t AL
11 May you be strengthened with all power, according to his 0% o O_I 9|_ = I‘:"— 5 77_”
glorious might, for all endurance and patience with joy, T i el by i
. o o
12 gjving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share is the harmony among all O I oz EF0| £ ~=
inthe inheritance of the saints in light. things and between God and = =
all things possible? (v. 20) E|=-1— 09_—, tS| O|GHEr LY,

13 He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and
transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son,

14in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 0 UEI‘% .J_.\‘. og
15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all = [
creation. g ‘I‘IEIID'”A-IE I-IIX}EO"}”
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16 For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, e _________________ IEEPE Jé_n'_‘ E| X | NEs L—l I:l'.
visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers oo =
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17 And he is before all things, and in him all things holdto- A TF =
gether. HEE X}” %Lll:l‘
18 And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the begin-
ning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might
be preeminent. 6 E';Ao 8()-II o |'I-|' x I—I
19For in himall the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, % MO = | 7]." A-I
= o
20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, wheth- o | = o
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In the midst of Civil War on November 19, 1863, Abraham Lincoln
: at Gettysburg made the famous speech by quoting from Theodore
: Parker, “government of the people, by the people, and for the
] people”. The speech used three prepositions; “of, by and for” to
I:'l'A 7 I E O P : illustrate the appropriate relationship between the government and
9 = ne rayel’ : the people. On the other hand, Paul 1,800 years earlier than Lin-
2 L DOALS QR E;H : coln, through three prepositions of “by, through, and for”, taught
= To =2o= &° 3 the believers who Christ was. Paul had a special reason for writing
=Ll | RA| QMO AFO = ! the epistle to the saints of the newly planted church in Colossae.
=] T 202 20— : Although they had the faith, they did not yet fully understand what
Ali'lsl'b 74 |:_|. O TIA L'I I:l_ : it meant to believe in Christ and the sovereignty and sufficiency
2LVl 22 Xdg . ] of Christ. Al things including all worldly power and authority were
created by Christ and through Christ and for Christ. (v. 16)
: We should not forget that Christ was the king of the kings though
= = : He died on the cross defenselessly as a young ram. All things in
0 ﬂilgl‘ AI'E!XI‘% -?—I .°_|' 7 IE ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, : the world we live cannot exist without Christ. (v. 17) There exist

WSIQF AHRES 28t 7] unrighteous things in the world as if the world is taken over by

Pl'ayel' for Churches & Pastors Prayer for Churches & Pastors | evil power but that is not true reality. In spite of the existence of
A 024 Aol B3], 0]E(A) 1 unrighteousness, true reality is that Jesus Christ will ultimately rule

DI X|_-|<l:'| 0'" %O-I X:I %E FASAERIIEA S|, ZH() | the world and through Him all things will live in harmony. As we
MHE3(9} 2JGE 93t 7| 1 face new year 2020, the faith that we must grab on is that this new

ﬂil%% 'Cl)‘ 6H 7 |Eg|:||'|-| E—l’ year will be ruled by Him, through Him and for Him.
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Reading insight

Chronicles is a history book written while Israelites were in
exile. If we were to write a history book what would we want to
record? The Chronicles begin recording the names of the peo-
ple. Though it would be mundane, we must finish reading the
names of the people.

1 Chronicles 1:1-27

1Adam, Seth, Enosh;

2Kenan, Mahalalel, Jared;

3 Enoch, Methuselah, Lamech;
4Noah, Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

5 The sons of Japheth: Gomer, Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal,
Meshech, and Tiras.

6 The sons of Gomer: Ashkenaz, Riphath, and Togarmah.
7The sons of Javan: Elishah, Tarshish, Kittim, and Rodanim.
8The sons of Ham: Cush, Egypt, Put, and Canaan.

9 The sons of Cush: Seba, Havilah, Sabta, Raama, and Sabteca.
The sons of Raamah: Sheba and Dedan.

10 Cush fathered Nimrod. He was the first on earth to be a
mighty man.
11 Egypt fathered Ludim, Anamim, Lehabim, Naphtuhim,

12 Pathrusim, Casluhim (from whom the Philistines came), and
Caphtorim.

13 Canaan fathered Sidon his firstborn and Heth,
14and the Jebusites, the Amorites, the Girgashites,
15 the Hivites, the Arkites, the Sinites,

16 the Arvadites, the Zemarites, and the Hamathites.

17 The sons of Shem: Elam, Asshur, Arpachshad, Lud, and Ar-
am. And the sons of Aram: Uz, Hul, Gether, and Meshech.

18 Arpachshad fathered Shelah, and Shelah fathered Eber.

19 To Eber were born two sons: the name of the one was Peleg
(for in his days the earth was divided), and his brother’s name
was Joktan.

20 Joktan fathered Almodad, Sheleph, Hazarmaveth, Jerah,

21 Hadoram, Uzal, Diklah,

22 (Qbal, Abimael, Sheba,

23 Ophir, Havilah, and Jobab; all these were the sons of Joktan.
24 Shem, Arpachshad, Shelah;

25 Eber, Peleg, Reu;

26 Serug, Nahor, Terah;

27 Abram, that is, Abraham.
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What does The Book of
Chronicles record as the first
sentence? (v. 1)
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As the first chapter of the
Book of Chronicles proceeds
with the names of the peo—
ple, it comes to pause to take
a breath, at whose name
does it pause? (v. 27)
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If we were to write our autobiography in the name of {Chroni-
clesy, what would we start recording first? Most likely we would
begin with the recording of events. Because we think history is
about event. But the authors of the Chronicles did not report the
events.

The first verse of Chapter 1 of 1 Chronicles begins with “Adam,
Seth, Enosh” and continues in verses 27 and 28, “and Abram
(that is, Abraham). The sons of Abraham: Isaac and Ishmael.”
The names of people continue but after verses 27 and 28,
“and Abram (That is, Abraham)” were said, it paused to take a
breath. The Chronicles did not start with events. They recorded
the names of the people. As the people of Israel were recorded
anew their history, why did they bring up people in front rather
than historical events?

The authors of the Chronicles asserted that the core value of
history is not the historical events but the people. They proclaim
that the people of God produce the events of God and the re—
cord of the people of God is the core of history.

People are the history. People are the hope. What kind of his—
tory do you think you are producing today? What kind of people
do you think we should be if we wanted to be recorded in the
history book of God?
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Reading insight

Chapter 2 begins with one of two sons of Isaac, that is, Jacob
and the names of his twelve sons. But the Chapter does not
begin with the oldest son Reuben of Jacob and his sons but
the fourth son’s name, Judah was mentioned first. And the
name Israel is used instead of Jacob.

1 Chronicles 2:1-12

1 These are the sons of Israel: Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah,
Issachar, Zebulun,

2Dan, Joseph, Benjamin, Naphtali, Gad, and Asher.

3 The sons of Judah: Er, Onan and Shelah; these three Bath-
shua the Canaanite bore to him. Now Er, Judah’s firstborn,
was evil in the sight of the LORD, and he put him to death.

4 His daughter-in-law Tamar also bore him Perez and Zerah.
Judah had five sons inall.

5The sons of Perez: Hezron and Hamul.

6The sons of Zerah: Zimri, Ethan, Heman, Calcol, and Dara,
fiveinall.

7 The son of Carmi: Achan, the troubler of Israel, who broke
faith in the matter of the devoted thing;

8and Ethan’s son was Azariah.

9 The sons of Hezron that were born to him: Jerahmeel,
Ram, and Chelubai.

10 Ram fathered Amminadab, and Amminadab fathered
Nahshon, prince of the sons of Judah.

11 Nahshon fathered Salmon, Salmon fathered Boaz,

12Boaz fathered Obed, Obed fathered Jesse.
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After mentioning the names
of Jacob’s twelve sons,
whose genealogy is recorded
first among the twelve sons?
(v.3)
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David was the son of Jesse.
How many sons of Jesse
were older than David?

(v. 15)
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Among the names continued after Isaac whose father was
Abraham, there is no mention of familiar name to us, Jacob but
unfamiliar name showed up. The verse 1 of Chapter 2 begins
like this,” These were the sons of Israel-" It was not wrong
because the name Israel) was given by God to Jacob. But the
name (lIsrael) was used whereas Jacob was not even men—
tioned and it appears to be intentional. | have a question. Why
did the authors of the Chronicles use the name (Israel) instead
of Jacob intentionally?

The name Israel was given by God. “Your name will no longer
be Jacob, but Israel, because you have struggled with God and
with men and have overcome.” (Genesis 32:28) As Jacob wres—
tled with the angel of God, Jacob realized that the only way to
survive was to grab on to God and he was able to do that. And
God gave that name to Jacob. If we can summarize Jacob’s
faith journey it may boil down to “The man who grabbed firmly
onto God.” What kind of a name do you think God would bestow
to you if a name is given based on the faith journey of yourself?
As Jesus gave Simon his disciple the name {A rock unshak-
able), what kind of name do you wish to receive? How about
Christian? | wish and hope that we all could live our lives worthy
of keeping the name Christian.
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Reading insight

Chapter 3 mentions the names of David and Solomon and from
Solomon to Jehoiakin who was taken to exile as a prisoner and
to the famous name of Zerubbabel. The sequence of geneal-
ogy was accelerated. Zerubbabel appeared to be an important
figure. | am anxious to find out who Zerubbabel was.

1 Chronicles 3:10-24

10 The son of Solomon was Rehoboam, Abijah his son, Asa
his son, Jehoshaphat his son,

11 Joram his son, Ahaziah his son, Joash his son,

12 Amaziah his son, Azariah his son, Jotham his son,
13 Ahaz his son, Hezekiah his son, Manasseh his son,
14 Amon his son, Josiah his son.

15 The sons of Josiah: Johanan the firstborn, the second Je-
hoiakim, the third Zedekiah, the fourth Shallum.

16 The descendants of Jehoiakim: Jeconiah his son, Zedeki-
ahhis son;

17 and the sons of Jeconiah, the captive: Shealtiel his son,

18 Malchiram, Pedaiah, Shenazzar, Jekamiah, Hoshama and
Nedabiah;

19 and the sons of Pedaiah: Zerubbabel and Shimei; and the
sons of Zerubbabel: Meshullam and Hananiah, and She-
lomith was their sister;

20 and Hashubah, Ohel, Berechiah, Hasadiah, and
Jushab-hesed, five.

21 The sons of Hananiah: Pelatiah and Jeshaiah, his son Re-
phaiah, his son Arnan, his son Obadiah, his son Shecaniah.

22 The son of Shecaniah: Shemaiah. And the sons of Shem-
aiah: Hattush, Igal, Bariah, Neariah, and Shaphat, six.

23 The sons of Neariah: Elioenai, Hizkiah, and Azrikam,
three.

24 The sons of Elioenai: Hodaviah, Eliashib, Pelaiah, Ak-
kub, Johanan, Delaiah, and Anani, seven.
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David reigned Israel in two
different places. Where were

those places? (v.4)
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Whose son was Zerubbabel?
(v. 19) As a reference, in the
book of Ezra (Ezra 3:2, 8) he
was introduced as son of
Shealtiel.
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A way to truly save people: worship
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The genealogy must have contained many names but the sequence in the
book of Chronicles is hasty and simple. From Abraham to Jacob Israel,
from Judah to David, from Solomon to subsequent kings whose names are
somewhat familiar to us, Jehoiakin who was the prisoner taken to exile,
and Zerubbabel the grandson of Jehoiakin as if the authors of the Chroni—
cles took a special care of the period from Adam to Zerubbabel.

Then who was Zerubbabel? As King Cyrus of Persia who had earlier de—
feated Israel issued the “Decree of Cyrus” (2 Chronicles 36:23) that allowed
the people of Israel to return to rebuild the temple, Zerubbabel was the
spiritual leader of Israelites who returned to Israel and became the first
group to begin the rebuilding of the temple. The rebuilding of the temple
began in 535 BC and was stopped due to well-planned opposition of the
enemies (Ezra 3:8), and restarted in 520 BC when the Prophets Haggai and
Zechariah had returned to Jerusalem and completed in 516 BC (Ezra 6:13-
15).

The core of rebuilding was to reestablish that the Israelites were the peo-
ple of God and to restore the worship at the temple. Bible reading, disciple
training, helping the poor, and many other ministries will not stand without
worship. Spiritual communication with God is the key. Worship without
spiritual communication with God is dead worship.

Jesus said in John 2:19, “Destroy this temple, and | will raise it again in
three days.” and also said in John 4:23, “Yet a time is coming and has now
come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth.”
Are you worshiping in spirit and truth?
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Reading insight

Out of blue, the introduction and prayer of Yabez are recorded
in Chapter 4. While mentioning the sons of Judah, without dis—
closing who his father was and without any connection, all of a
sudden, Yabez appeared on the stage. Why do you think the
authors of the Chronicles suddenly brought out Yabez?

1 Chronicles 4:1-10

1The sons of Judah: Perez, Hezron, Carmi, Hur, and Shobal.

2 Reaiah the son of Shobal fathered Jahath, and Jahath fa-
thered Ahumai and Lahad. These were the clans of the
Zorathites.

3 These were the sons of Etam: Jezreel, Ishma, and Idbash;
and the name of their sister was Hazzelelponi,

4 and Penuel fathered Gedor, and Ezer fathered Hushah.
These were the sons of Hur, the firstborn of Ephrathah, the
father of Bethlehem.

5 Ashhur, the father of Tekoa, had two wives, Helah and
Naarah;

6 Naarah bore him Ahuzzam, Hepher, Temeni, and Haa-
hashtari. These were the sons of Naarah.

7The sons of Helah: Zereth, Izhar, and Ethnan.

8 Koz fathered Anub, Zobebah, and the clans of Aharhel, the
son of Harum.

9 Jabez was more honorable than his brothers; and his moth-
er called his name Jabez, saying, “Because I bore him in
pain.”

10 Jabez called upon the God of Israel, saying, “Oh that you
would bless me and enlarge my border, and that your hand
might be with me, and that you would keep me from harm so
that it might not bring me pain!” And God granted what he
asked.

=]
=

o=

ols
1

OHflA'E 0|52 OfH X2 7t
X1 QLR? (9F)

What kind of meaning does
the name Yabez carry? (v. 9)
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What is the essence of
Yabez's prayer? (v. 10)
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The prayer imploring blessing is a good prayer!
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Chapter 4 records the names of sons of Judah and the genealogy of Ju-
dah but out of blue Yabez is introduced. There is no mention of who his
father was or who his son was. He is included because he was apparently
a part of the tribe of Judah but why is he mentioned at all?

Yabez was valued dear among his brothers. It meant that he was coveted
and was a role model. His name had a meaning of ‘pain’ so it implied that
his birth was not smooth but it doesn't matter because his past was no
concern. Though he was born with no prestige at all, there was one rea-
son why he became a man of respect. It was because he was the man of
prayer.

The issue is what is the content of his prayer to God. There is a core in
the prayers of Yabez. He cried out, “Oh, that you would bless me and - -
-." (4:10) Then Yabez prayed for something concrete. He prayed God to
enlarge his territory. Not simply praying for more fortunes, he was praying
for large enough territory to manage, that is, he was praying for more and
better capability to manage the enlarged territory, that was his first prayer.
The second prayer was to keep him from harm so that he would be free
from pain. He asked God that no one will suffer the pain that his mother
experienced when he was born.

We need to be specific when we pray. The prayer imploring blessing is not
a bad prayer. The desperate prayer imploring blessing is also what God
wants to hear. There is another important thing in prayer. When we pray,
we need to have faith that our prayer would be really heard by God. What
kind of mindset do you have and what are you praying now?
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Reading insight

As Chapter 6 recorded the genealogy of twelve tribes of Israel,
it included the Levite tribe, especially high priest named Aaron
from Levi and the name called Jehozadak who was exiled as a
prisoner.

1 Chronicles 6:54-65

54 These are their dwelling places according to their settle-
ments within their borders: to the sons of Aaron of the clans
of Kohathites, for theirs was the first lot,

55 to them they gave Hebron in the land of Judah and its sur-
rounding pasturelands,

56 but the fields of the city and its villages they gave to Caleb
the son of Jephunneh.

57 To the sons of Aaron they gave the cities of refuge: He-
bron, Libnah with its pasturelands, Jattir, Eshtemoa with its
pasturelands,

58 Hilen with its pasturelands, Debir with its pasturelands,

59 Ashan with its pasturelands, and Beth-shemesh with its
pasturelands;

60 and from the tribe of Benjamin, Gibeon, Geba with its
pasturelands, Alemeth with its pasturelands, and Anathoth
with its pasturelands. All their cities throughout their clans
were thirteen.

61 To the rest of the Kohathites were given by lot out of the
clan of the tribe, out of the half-tribe, the half of Manasseh,
ten cities.

62 To the Gershomites according to their clans were allotted
thirteen cities out of the tribes of Issachar, Asher, Naphtali
and Manasseh in Bashan.

63 To the Merarites according to their clans were allotted
twelve cities out of the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and Zebulun.

64 So the people of Israel gave the Levites the cities with
their pasturelands.

65 They gave by lot out of the tribes of Judah, Simeon, and
Benjamin these cities that are mentioned by name.

ak
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2 Ml OF= 0IF2 TSIt
Q7 (54, 62, 63%)

What are the names of three
sons of Levi? (6:54, 62, 63)

OfE RjE2 22 ME2
7127 (60%)

How many towns did the
descendants of Aaron re-

ceive? (6:60)
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The book of Chronicles recorded not only the names of people but
also the names of towns in detail. All the names of settlements of
Levites are recorded. For example, the descendants of the high
priest Aaron had received thirteen towns and all the names of 13
towns were recorded. Not only the names of the towns were re-
corded but the word “pastureland” always accompanied each town.,
For example, “Libnah with its pasturelands” (6:57) Why was pas—
tureland added to each town?

Israelites returned home after 70 years in exile. 70 years was not
a short period. Then someone remembered the towns where the
descendants of Levites lived while serving Israel as priests. It was
recorded that in addition to the names of each town, pasturelands
were added. “Beth Shemesh and the pasturelands” (6:59) During
the period of the high priest Elijah, the Ark that was lost at the war
against Philistines was returned to the town “Beth Shemesh”. But
when Israelites returned from exile, they found a town called Beth
Shemesh but the surrounding area of the town was not pasture—
lands but ruins.

Imagine a picture that was engrained in the minds of the descen-
dants of Levites when they read the history of the Chronicles. “Let's
rebuild the pasturelands.” It was their dream not only to rebuild the
temple and restore the worship at the temple, but also to rebuild the
towns that they used to live into pasturelands:- Forgotten land as
ruins, what part of your life do you think God would command you
today to rebuild into pastureland?
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Reading insight

Chapter 7 and 8 of 1 Chronicles records the names of the de-
scendants of the remaining tribes; Issachar, Benjamin, Naph—
tali, Manasseh, Ephraim, and Asher. But as the genealogy of
several tribes is mentioned it says that those tribes had also
many brave warriors. | am curious why the authors of the
Chronicles recorded such warriors.

1 Chronicles 7:1-12

1 The sons of Issachar: Tola, Puah, Jashub, and Shimron,
four.

2 The sons of Tola: Uzzi, Rephaiah, Jeriel, Jahmai, Ibsam,
and Shemuel, heads of their fathers’ houses, namely of To-
la, mighty warriors of their generations, their number in the
days of David being 22,600.

3 The son of Uzzi: Izrahiah. And the sons of Izrahiah: Mi-
chael, Obadiah, Joel, and Isshiah, all five of them were chief
men.

4 And along with them, by their generations, according to
their fathers’ houses, were units of the army for war, 36,000,
for they had many wives and sons.

5 Their kinsmen belonging to all the clans of Issachar were
in all 87,000 mighty warriors, enrolled by genealogy.

6 The sons of Benjamin: Bela, Becher, and Jediael, three.

7 The sons of Bela: Ezbon, Uzzi, Uzziel, Jerimoth, and Iri,
five, heads of fathers’ houses, mighty warriors. And their en-
rollment by genealogies was 22,034.

8 The sons of Becher: Zemirah, Joash, Eliezer, Elioenai,
Omri, Jeremoth, Abijah, Anathoth, and Alemeth. All these
were the sons of Becher.

2 And their enrollment by genealogies, according to their
generations, as heads of their fathers’ houses, mighty war-
riors, was 20,200.

10 The son of Jediael: Bilhan. And the sons of Bilhan: Jeush,
Benjamin, Ehud, Chenaanah, Zethan, Tarshish, and Ahisha-
har.

11 All these were the sons of Jediael according to the heads
of their fathers’ houses, mighty warriors, 17,200, able to go
to war.

12 And Shuppim and Huppim were the sons of Ir, Hushim
the son of Aher.
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How many were fighting
men of Issachar in the tribe?
(7:5)
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Not only the genealogy of the
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warriors were recorded, why

do you think they did that?
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As the genealogy of twelve tribes were recorded, mysteriously
something special was mentioned for the genealogy of three
tribes; Issachar, Benjamin and Asher. “The number of the fight—
ing men --" (1 Chronicles 7:2) | have a question. The authors of
the Chronicles did not just report the genealogy but specifically
disclosed that there were many fighting men. Why did they re—
cord such? | am curious.

The shoulders of the Israelites returning to their motherland Zion
must have felt heavy. But they did not forget. There were many
fighting men in their tribes. The tribes of Issachar, Benjamin and
Asher were not even the largest or most powerful.

The word, “fighting” is similar in meaning to the word “capable”
used by Moses in Exodus when he assigned capable men as
judges to manage groups of thousands, hundreds, and fifties.
When we mention the word Christian, what kind of image is im—
bued in it?

Fifty, hundreds, thousands---. At a typical United Methodist
Church, a cell leader is responsible for about 10~15 members,
And some members of the church may supervise 100 and 1,000
employees at their business. What kind of capability do you
think God has in mind for you? | pray and bless that you would
hear the mind of God.
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Reading insight

Up to Chapter 9 of 1 Chronicles the genealogy of Israelites from
Adam to those returned from exile is recorded. Especially the
list of people settled in Jerusalem is reported. And it ends with
the list of people serving at the temple in Jerusalem. | am curi—
ous why the temple of Jerusalem was chosen as the center of
history.

1 Chronicles 9:1-11

1 So all Israel was recorded in genealogies, and these are
written in the Book of the Kings of Israel. And Judah was
taken into exile in Babylon because of their breach of faith.

2Now the first to dwell again in their possessions in their cit-
ies were Israel, the priests, the Levites, and the temple ser-
vants.

3 And some of the people of Judah, Benjamin, Ephraim, and
Manasseh lived in Jerusalem:

4 Uthai the son of Ammihud, son of Omri, son of Imri, son of
Bani, from the sons of Perez the son of Judah.

5 And of the Shilonites: Asaiah the firstborn, and his sons.
6 Of'the sons of Zerah: Jeuel and their kinsmen, 690.

7 Of the Benjaminites: Sallu the son of Meshullam, son of
Hodaviah, son of Hassenuah,

8 Tbneiah the son of Jeroham, Elah the son of Uzzi, son of
Michri, and Meshullam the son of Shephatiah, son of Reuel,
son of Ibnijah;

9 and their kinsmen according to their generations, . All
these were heads of fathers’ houses according to their fa-
thers”houses.

100f'the priests: Jedaiah, Jehoiarib, Jachin,

11 and Azariah the son of Hilkiah, son of Meshullam, son of
Zadok, son of Meraioth, son of Ahitub, the chief officer of
the house of God;
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What are the four groups of

people who returned from

captivity? (9:2)
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Chapter 9 recorded the peo-
ple returned from exile, in
what towns did they settle
down? (9:3)
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Neglect of worship is no answer
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The list of people returned to Israel from exile in Babylon is
wrapped up in Chapter 9. And people on the list are those set-
tled in Jerusalem. The list is a record of people serving at the
temple; priests, Levites, and gatekeepers of the temple. Why
was it wrapped up with the list of people serving the temple?
Upon returning from the exile, they needed to restore the core
value of their life. The historians of the Chronicles declared
their belief that the temple of Jerusalem should be at the cen—
ter of their restoration efforts. The problem is who should take
up the responsibility of the task? The country was destroyed
and people returned from exile. The way of restoration of the
country should start with the worship at the temple. When
people meet God at the worship at the temple, that is when a
new history begins.

What is the way to restore you, your families, business and
workplace, people and nation? God will restore those who tru-
ly worship God. How do we worship these days? Through our
faith and worship, God reveals incessantly how big and how
great God is. | pray and bless that you will all meet the great
God.
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Reading insight

As the historians of the Chronicles are completing the record
of genealogy, they lead us to the place where King Saul finally
died. Before beginning the story of King David in detail, the
reason for King Saul's death is dealt with.

1 Chronicles 10:1-14

1 Now the Philistines fought against Israel, and the men of Is-
rael fled before the Philistines and fell slain on Mount Gilboa.

2 And the Philistines overtook Saul and his sons, and the
Philistines struck down Jonathan and Abinadab and Mal-
chi-shua, the sons of Saul.

3 The battle pressed hard against Saul, and the archers found
him, and he was wounded by the archers.

4 Then Saul said to his armor-bearer, “Draw your sword and
thrust me through with it, lest these uncircumcised come and
mistreat me.” But his armor-bearer would not, for he feared
greatly. Therefore Saul took his own sword and fell upon it.

5 And when his armor-bearer saw that Saul was dead, he also
fell upon his sword and died.

6 Thus Saul died; he and his three sons and all his house died
together.

7 And when all the men of Israel who were in the valley saw
that the army had fled and that Saul and his sons were dead,
they abandoned their cities and fled, and the Philistines came
and lived in them.

8 The next day, when the Philistines came to strip the slain,
they found Saul and his sons fallen on Mount Gilboa.
9 And they stripped him and took his head and his armor, and

sent messengers throughout the land of the Philistines to carry
the good news to their idols and to the people.

10 And they put his armor in the temple of their gods and fas-
tened his head in the temple of Dagon.

11 But when all Jabesh-gilead heard all that the Philistines had
done to Saul,

12 a]l the valiant men arose and took away the body of Saul
and the bodies of his sons, and brought them to Jabesh. And
they buried their bones under the oak in Jabesh and fasted
seven days.

13 So Saul died for his breach of faith. He broke faith with the
LORD in that he did not keep the command of the LORD, and
also consulted a medium, seeking guidance.

14 He did not seek guidance from the LORD. Therefore the

LORD put him to death and turned the kingdom over to Da-
vid the son of Jesse.

at.
=

ols
1

o=

ALE &2 oA SLR? (5F)
How did King Saul die? (10:5)

AR20| HIEsH =532 %7 &
OlF= 2A0|ALIR?

(13, 14%)

What was the reason for the
miserable death of Saul?

(10:13-14)
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As the historians of the Chronicles were completing the record
of genealogy, they take us to the last place where King Saul's
life ended. All the stories about King Saul in the Book of 1
Samuel are missing here. The only event recorded is the mis—
erable death of Saul. “Saul died because he was unfaithful to
the LORD.” (10:13) Here the expression “unfaithful” is valid but
what strikes me more meaningful is verse 14, “Did not inquire
of the LORD.”

When Samuel anointed Saul as the king he said, “The Spirit of
the LORD will come upon you in power, and you will prophesy
with them; and you will be changed into a different person.
Once these signs are fulfilled, do whatever your hand finds to
do, for God is with you.” (1 Samuel 10:6-7)

It is my confession of faith to live under the guidance of God.
God speaks to us always. The reason why we do not hear
God is that we are programmed according to worldly ways and
the antenna to detect the voice of God becomes dysfunctional.
There is only one way to be restored. Believe firm in Jesus. Be
filled with holy spirit. When your {sensor for spirit) is restored,
your faith journey will be pleasant.
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Reading insight

When King Saul died, the elders of Israel came to David and
asked him to become their king. David made a covenant with
them to be the king. God was with David and there were the
mighty warriors.

1 Chronicles 11:1-3, 9-19

1 Then all Israel gathered together to David at Hebron and said,
“Behold, we are your bone and flesh.

2 In times past, even when Saul was king, it was you who led out
and brought in Israel. And the LORD your God said to you, ‘You
shall be shepherd of my people Israel, and you shall be prince over
my people Israel.””

3 So all the elders of Israel came to the king at Hebron, and Da-
vid made a covenant with them at Hebron before the LORD. And
they anointed David king over Israel, according to the word of the
LORD by Samuel.

2 And David became greater and greater, for the LORD of hosts
was with him.

10 Now these are the chiefs of David’s mighty men, who gave him
strong support in his kingdom, together with all Israel, to make him
king, according to the word of the LORD concerning Israel.

11 This is an account of David’s mighty men: Jashobeam, a
Hachmonite, was chief of the three. He wielded his spear against
300 whom he killed at one time.

12 And next to him among the three mighty men was Eleazar the
son of Dodo, the Ahohite.

13 He was with David at Pas-dammim when the Philistines were
gathered there for battle. There was a plot of ground full of barley,
and the men fled from the Philistines.

14 But he took his stand in the midst of the plot and defended it and
killed the Philistines. And the LORD saved them by a great victory.

15 Three of the thirty chief men went down to the rock to David at
the cave of Adullam, when the army of Philistines was encamped
in the Valley of Rephaim.

16 David was then in the stronghold, and the garrison of the Philis-
tines was then at Bethlehem.

17 And David said longingly, “Oh that someone would give me wa-
ter to drink from the well of Bethlehem that is by the gate!”

18 Then the three mighty men broke through the camp of the Philis-
tines and drew water out of the well of Bethlehem that was by the
gate and took it and brought it to David. But David would not drink
it. He poured it out to the LORD

19 and said, “Far be it from me before my God that I should do this.
Shall I drink the lifeblood of these men? For at the risk of their lives
they brought it.”” Therefore he would not drink it. These things did
the three mighty men.

ak
=
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CHXO| Zooha =~ URAH HIY
2 oJC|0f| AALIL? (9F)
What was the secret of Da-
vid's success to become so
powerful? (11:9)

OIS HINMOZ 2 SAIE
S M BAFIEQUCE M A
Ee F7ete? (115)
There were ‘three mighty
men’ among the loyal war-
riors who helped David, who
was the leader of the three
mighty men? (11:11)
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Three mighty warriors, three strands of faith!
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Unlike the Book of Samuel, the Book of Chronicles is different
and special. David did not become the king alone but he had
the long list of loyal devoted warriors. Especially there were
three mighty men. How were those three mighty men brought
about? During the war against Philistine those three volun-
teered to join “the duty to bring water from the well next to the
gate of Bethlehem” and they carried out the duty successfully.
But David would not drink the water from the well. “God forbid
that | should do this!”

“Should | drink the blood of these men who went at the risk of
their lives?” (11:19) It wasn't that his warriors were united with
the words of a warrior's resolution. As they tried to carry out
a mission together, they happened to meet each other. This
was the secret behind the formation of the kingdom of David.
God gives each of us a mind. “Have you met the two warriors
to make three?” We must trust that God will provide the two at
the site of our ministry. “Though one may be overpowered, two
can defend themselves. A cord of three strands is not quickly
broken.” (Ecclesiastes 4:12)
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Reading insight

The followers of David came from all over. Not only the tribe of
Judah but also the tribes of Benjamin, Gad, and Manasseh and
many more joined David. | am curious about what is the secret
for such unity behind David?

1 Chronicles 12:1-18

1 Now these are the men who came to David at Ziklag, while he
could not move about freely because of Saul the son of Kish. And
they were among the mighty men who helped him in war.

2 They were bowmen and could shoot arrows and sling stones
with either the right or the left hand; they were Benjaminites,
Saul’s kinsmen.

3 The chief was Ahiezer, then Joash, both sons of Shemaah of
Gibeah; also Jeziel and Pelet, the sons of Azmaveth; Beracah, Je-
hu of Anathoth,

4Ishmaiah of Gibeon, a mighty man among the thirty and a leader
over the thirty; Jeremiah, Jahaziel, Johanan, Jozabad of Gederah,
5 Eluzai, Jerimoth, Bealiah, Shemariah, Shephatiah the Haruph-
ite;

6 Elkanah, Isshiah, Azarel, Joezer, and Jashobeam, the Korahites;
7 And Joelah and Zebadiah, the sons of Jeroham of Gedor.

8 From the Gadites there went over to David at the stronghold
in the wilderness mighty and experienced warriors, expert with
shield and spear, whose faces were like the faces of lions and who
were swift as gazelles upon the mountains:

9 Ezer the chief, Obadiah second, Eliab third,

10 Mishmannah fourth, Jeremiah fifth,

11 Attai sixth, Eliel seventh,

12 Johanan eighth, Elzabad ninth,

13 Jeremiah tenth, Machbannai eleventh.

14 These Gadites were officers of the army; the least was a match
for ahundred men and the greatest for a thousand.

15 These are the men who crossed the Jordan in the first month,
when it was overflowing all its banks, and put to flight all those in
the valleys, to the east and to the west.

16 And some of the men of Benjamin and Judah came to the
stronghold to David.

17 David went out to meet them and said to them, “If you have
come to me in friendship to help me, my heart will be joined to
you; but if to betray me to my adversaries, although there is no
wrong in my hands, then may the God of our fathers see and re-
buke you.”

18 Then the Spirit clothed Amasai, chief of the thirty, and he said,
“We are yours, O David, and with you, O son of Jesse! Peace,
peace to you, and peace to your helpers! For your God helps
you.”Then David received them and made them officers of his
troops.
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(18, A2UL 27:6 FX)

The warriors converged to
David even before the pen—
dulum tilted in favor of David.
The first time was when Da-
vid escaped to hide in the
cave of Adullam, when was
the second time? (1 Chroni-
cles 12:1, 1 Samuel 27:6)

Aol SR 2Enals
SARLR? (18H)

Who was the chief of the
Thirty? (12:18)
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When David went over to king Achish of Gath in Philistine, king
Achish gave David one town called Ziklag. Even then many
warriors came over to David from all over the places. Amasai
who later became the chief of the Thirty was one of the many
that came to David, and he said, “We are yours, O David!”
(12:18) Their resolve was firm. David had special charm and
power to attract people. What was the secret?

When Amasai and his group came to David, David said, “If you
have come to me in peace, to help me, | am ready to have
you unite with me. But if you have come to betray me to my
enemies when my hands are free from violence, may the God
of our fathers see it and judge you.” (12:17) David made two
things clear. First, he did not do any harm to others. Second,
even though others may betray him he will not put up direct
fight against them. He will leave it to God. If | were Amasai, |
would also join David as his subordinate. There is a person
like David. He is Jesus. He is free of sin, he left everything to
God the Father and completed his mission. If we walk the path
of faith that follows Jesus today, God will keep us in peace.
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Reading insight

After the incident at Perez Uzzah, Hiram king of Tyre sends
messengers to David. Along with messengers, he sends cedar
logs and carpenters to build a palace for David. Through this,
David comes to an important realization.

1 Chronicles 14:1-2, 8-17

1 And Hiram king of Tyre sent messengers to David, and ce-
dar trees, also masons and carpenters to build a house for
him.

2 And David knew that the LORD had established him as
king over Israel, and that his kingdom was highly exalted for
the sake of his people Israel.

8 When the Philistines heard that David had been anointed
king over all Israel, all the Philistines went up to search for
David. But David heard of it and went out against them.

2Now the Philistines had come and made a raid in the Valley
of Rephaim.

10 And David inquired of God, “Shall I go up against the Phi-
listines? Will you give them into my hand?”” And the LORD
said to him, “Go up, and I will give them into your hand.”

11 And he went up to Baal-perazim, and David struck them
down there. And David said, “God has broken through my
enemies by my hand, like a bursting flood.” Therefore the
name of that place is called Baal-perazim.

12 And they left their gods there, and David gave command,
and they were burned.

13 And the Philistines yet again made araid in the valley.

14 And when David again inquired of God, God said to him,
“You shall not go up after them; go around and come against
them opposite the balsam trees.

15 And when you hear the sound of marching in the tops of
the balsam trees, then go out to battle, for God has gone out
before you to strike down the army of the Philistines.”

16 And David did as God commanded him, and they struck
down the Philistine army from Gibeon to Gezer.

17 And the fame of David went out into all lands, and the
LORD brought the fear of him upon all nations.
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After Hiram king of Tyre
builds a palace for David,
what did David realize? (v. 2)

CH0| &0 =UCk= ARS =
1 SYA0| H¥S ZoZLLC.
OIR2 0| MAS &9 =22
2017|427 (108, 14-16%)
When the Philistines hear
that David became anointed
king, they start a war against
David. With whose help does
David strike down the Philis—
tine army? (vs. 10, 14-16)

63



M 10 oy ol
o nr e e
il
o
7 'S 0l
[s] _H|:|
0r
0>
2
40
St

W32} ALIXIE I3t 7|

i
|>

2li23], 0[4E(TX)
f8ax)

0Q

T
ol
N

El o
[)
T

d

o
>

Jo o
Jon
re

m mo of4
D\I
]

ule}
rok
~
H

(o)}
B

SiLFE O] 2HA| SEAIH---
If the Lord is with us

H|2{| A RAF] AHZAO] UL LIM, =2 SIZ{0] CEIO|AH| AT
S BHUCL 2= X|0FUCH 2EH S440] HSoiSLCh 1
|, ST 22X SME 0ER| oA =21ELT O F
0| EHX|L ofLfg0| 2= L2tSS T8 otdUCt Otf:
LIS HE2] FAISH] e L.

&, W=|0| Aol cHa zfohA U 22 AMS2 MY
foll 17t ALIL? BRlE HT0IA 2717

SO CH2 OHEH SHHEA| OFEILITHIO0E, 143). “M7t M &
M AMHES X2 St SN ZEIt EXI= Al
2el9 FEE X7Vt dsU. sttge 285 EUAt e, Vg
2 &= 0| OtLX|L. SHtE0| T &0t AME T= AlRS0
A, siLtE2 e SEotA = XS TS 23 wet 7|Est
=z =, AIRS2 2t AYUD A AS0l I sS4l
ws7t QSE AS0| 6 W7t = AL

ook fo
o

P

Atfter the incident at Perez Uzzah, Hiram king of Tyre sends
messengers to David. He even builds a palace for David. On
the other hand, Philistines attack David. But David easily de—
feats the mighty Philistines. David's fame spreads throughout
every land, and the Lord makes all the nations fear him. No
one can ignore David anymore.

How is God's church in the eyes of people these days? Do you
think people respect Christians in our world today? Where do
you think this respect comes from?

Before every battle, David inquired of God again and again (v.
10, 14). David asks God, “Shall | go and attack the Philistines?”
As we live in an information—driven world, it is easy for us to
rely upon our wisdom and information. But listening to God’s
voice is not something that is achieved through technology. |
believe that God always answers without fail to those who truly
believe in the living God. Do people ever say this about your
church: “That church is a praying church.” When people see
that God answers our prayers, people will change. Then, they
will come to have genuine respect for the church in their com-
munity.
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Reading insight

What did David do after the incident where Uzzah died as he
tried to bring the Ark with haste? He learned. After learning
how the Ark should be transported, David does it as pre—
scribed. A believer should live according to the knowledge of
the truth one has.

1 Chronicles 15:1-16

1 David built houses for himself in the city of David. And he
prepared a place for the ark of God and pitched a tent for it.
2Then David said that no one but the Levites may carry the ark
of God, for the LORD had chosen them to carry the ark of the
LORD and to minister to him forever.

3 And David assembled all Israel at Jerusalem to bring up the
ark of the LORD to its place, which he had prepared for it.

4 And David gathered together the sons of Aaron and the Lev-
ites:

Softhe sons of Kohath, Uriel the chief, with 120 ofhis brothers;
6 of the sons of Merari, Asaiah the chief, with 220 of his broth-
ers;

7 of the sons of Gershom, Joel the chief, with 130 of his broth-
ers;

8 of the sons of Elizaphan, Shemaiah the chief, with 200 of his
brothers;

9 ofthe sons of Hebron, Eliel the chief, with 80 of his brothers;
10 of the sons of Uzziel, Amminadab the chief, with 112 of his
brothers.

11 Then David summoned the priests Zadok and Abiathar, and the
Levites Uriel, Asaiah, Joel, Shemaiah, Eliel, and Amminadab,

12 and said to them, “You are the heads of the fathers” houses of
the Levites. Consecrate yourselves, you and your brothers, so
that you may bring up the ark of the LORD, the God of Israel, to
the place that I have prepared for it.

13 Because you did not carry it the first time, the LORD our God
broke out against us, because we did not seek him according to
therule.”

14 So the priests and the Levites consecrated themselves to
bring up the ark of the LORD, the God of Israel.

15 And the Levites carried the ark of God on their shoulders
with the poles, as Moses had commanded according to the word
ofthe LORD.

16 David also commanded the chiefs of the Levites to appoint their
brothers as the singers who should play loudly on musical instru-
ments, on harps and lyres and cymbals, to raise sounds of joy.
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Who should carry the Ark?
(v.2)
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Why did Uzzah die when
they tried to bring the Ark the
first time?
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David learns what is important as he tries to build the kingdom
of Israel. He says in v. 13, “It was because you, the Levites,
did not bring it up the first time that the Lord our God broke out
in anger against us. We did not inquire of him about how to do
it in the prescribed way.” Everyone makes mistakes. But mis—
takes can become opportunities for new learning.

Why did God required that the Ark should be carried on the
shoulders of people using a pole? Wouldn't using a cart to
transport the Ark be easier rather than carrying it on the shoul-
der?

By carrying the Ark, which is God's Word, on one’s shoulder,
one’s faith is strengthened. When one does not neglect God's
Word and command but tries to obey them even when doing
so may feel like a heavy responsibility, God will glorify you.
The Hebrew word “kabod”, which is translated into English as
“glory”, has the root meaning of “weight” or “heaviness.” As
such, we will experience God's secure and “heavy” presence
in our life, holding us together like a rock so that we will not be
shaken.
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Reading insight

David is not done yet after bringing the Ark to the prepared
place. It is only the beginning. Worship follows. What comes to
your mind when you hear the word “worship™?

1 Chronicles 16:7-27

7 Then on that day David first appointed that thanksgiving be
sung to the LORD by Asaph and his brothers.

8 Oh give thanks to the LORD; call upon his name; make
known his deeds among the peoples!

9 Sing to him; sing praises to him; tell of all his wondrous
works!

10 Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the
LORD rejoice!

11 Seek the LORD and his strength; seek his presence continually!
12 Remember the wondrous works that he has done, his mira-
cles and the judgments he uttered,

13 O offspring of Israel his servant, sons of Jacob, his chosen
ones!

14Heis the LORD our God; his judgments are in all the earth.

15 Remember his covenant forever, the word that he command-
ed, for a thousand generations,

16 the covenant that he made with Abraham, his sworn promise
to Isaac,

17 which he confirmed as a statute to Jacob, as an everlasting
covenant to Israel,

18 saying, “To you I will give the land of Canaan, as your por-
tion for an inheritance.”

19 When you were few in number, and of little account, and so-
journersinit,

20 wandering from nation to nation, from one kingdom to an-
other people,

21 he allowed no one to oppress them; he rebuked kings on their
account,

22 saying, “Touch not my anointed ones, do my prophets no
harm!”

23 Sing to the LORD, all the earth! Tell of his salvation from day
to day.

24 Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous works
among all the peoples!

25 For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised, and he is to
be held in awe above all gods.

26 For all the gods of the peoples are idols, but the LORD made
the heavens.

27 Splendor and majesty are before him; strength and joy are in
his place.

ak
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CH, otLfdel HE &4 =1
TS EQl=H, 0™ 02z
MOFHLEQ? (16:7)

David offers praise to God
after bringing the Ark. How
did he offer praise to God?
(vs.4,7)

FHE ootz AN 227t
dddote AS2 FAAUIIR?
(16:27)

What are the things we ex-
perience when we worship
God? (v. 27)
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Worship Lifts Our Spirit
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After bringing the Ark of the Lord, he makes offerings to God.
Not only does David make offerings to God, he also offers God
the praise of thanks. “Splendor and majesty are before him;
strength and joy are in his dwelling place.”

Here's a question to be considered. How is it when we wor—
ship? Looking back at myself as a clergy, | can say that | do
worship with thanksgiving but, sometimes, | also worship with
a sense of burden. In October of 2019, | heard a voice of God
as | prayed asking me a question. “Is ministry burdensome for
you? Is it difficult?” So | answered. “Yes, it is.” After that, God
continue to make me wrestle with that question for a month.
Finally, | came to make a confession to God, “Father God,
although serving can be difficult and burdensome, | am wiling
to serve you with gladness from now on. Worshipping you
and experiencing your presence in my life is my joy and | am
thankful for it.”

Through this experience, | came up with a ministry slogan for
my church 2020 that reads, “Worship, Life’s Joy.” After this
change in my heart, every worship service is now filled much
gratitude and joy. This is what happens when God is truly
present with us.
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Reading insight

After settling down in his palace made of cedar, David doesn’t
consider himself to have completed everything. He considers
the Ark of the Lord. Seeing the thoughts of David's heart, God
blesses David.

1 Chronicles 17:1-15

1Now when David lived in his house, David said to Nathan the
prophet, “Behold, I dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of the
covenant of the LORD is under a tent.”

2 And Nathan said to David, “Do all that is in your heart, for
Godis withyou.”

3 But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan,

4“Go and tell my servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD: It is not
you who will build me a house to dwell in.

5For I have notlived in a house since the day I brought up Israel
to this day, but I have gone from tent to tent and from dwelling
to dwelling.

6 In all places where I have moved with all Israel, did I speak
a word with any of the judges of Israel, whom I commanded
to shepherd my people, saying, “Why have you not built me a
house of cedar?””?

7 Now, therefore, thus shall you say to my servant David, ‘Thus
says the LORD of hosts, I took you from the pasture, from fol-
lowing the sheep, to be prince over my people Israel,

8 and I have been with you wherever you have gone and have
cut off all your enemies from before you. And I will make for
you aname, like the name of the great ones of the earth.

2 And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant
them, that they may dwell in their own place and be disturbed no
more. And violent men shall waste them no more, as formerly,

10 from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel.
And I will subdue all your enemies. Moreover, I declare to you
that the LORD will build you a house.

11 When your days are fulfilled to walk with your fathers, I will
raise up your offspring after you, one of your own sons, and [
will establish his kingdom.

12 He shall build a house for me, and I will establish his throne
forever.

13T will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son. I will not
take my steadfast love from him, as I took it from him who was
before you,

14but I will confirm him in my house and in my kingdom forev-
er, and his throne shall be established forever.””

15 In accordance with all these words, and in accordance with
all this vision, Nathan spoke to David.

at.
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Why was David not at ease
even after he finally got set-
tled in the palace? (v. 1)

SiLIEE LIt MXXE Saff Tt
Hoi[A| ofH FH=S FAIFCLT
StELIR? (10%)
2. How did God promise to
bless David through Prophet
Nathan? (v. 10)
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God spoke through Prophet Nathan. First, David is not to
build a house for God to dwell in. Second, God has seen the
thoughts of David's heart. As God has been with him to this
day, God will build his household into household of kings. |
wonder why God decides to lavish such blessings on David.
The reason can be found in verse 1. After settling down in his
palace, David says to Nathan, “Here | am, living in a house
of cedar, while the ark of the covenant of the Lord is under a
tent.” By this, David expresses his dis-ease in living in a nice
palace while the Ark is not.

Faith is much more than simply understanding and following
the laws and doctrinal teachings in life. Most importantly faith
is about having a personal relationship or fellowship with God.
And so God saw the heart of David that considers and cares
for God. Faith is a relationship.

| pray that as you live through this day, you will have the desire
to serve God in some concrete and tangible ways. Not out of
duty but out of love and willing heart.
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Reading insight

When God promises to bless David's dynasty, David praises
God. No enemy is able to defeat David. May we also live a
victorious life in God!

1 Chronicles 18:1-14

1 After this David defeated the Philistines and subdued them,
and he took Gath and its villages out of the hand of the Philis-
tines.

2 And he defeated Moab, and the Moabites became servants
to David and brought tribute.

3 David also defeated Hadadezer king of Zobah-Hamath, as
he went to set up his monument at the river Euphrates.

4 And David took from him 1,000 chariots, 7,000 horsemen,
and 20,000 foot soldiers. And David hamstrung all the chariot
horses, but left enough for 100 chariots.

5 And when the Syrians of Damascus came to help Hadadezer
king of Zobah, David struck down 22,000 men of the Syrians.

6 Then David put garrisons in Syria of Damascus, and the
Syrians became servants to David and brought tribute. And
the LORD gave victory to David wherever he went.

7 And David took the shields of gold that were carried by the
servants of Hadadezer and brought them to Jerusalem.

8 And from Tibhath and from Cun, cities of Hadadezer, Da-
vid took a large amount of bronze. With it Solomon made the
bronze sea and the pillars and the vessels of bronze.

2 When Tou king of Hamath heard that David had defeated
the whole army of Hadadezer, king of Zobah,

10 he sent his son Hadoram to King David, to ask about his
health and to bless him because he had fought against Hada-
dezer and defeated him; for Hadadezer had often been at war
with Tou. And he sent all sorts of articles of gold, of silver, and
of bronze.

11 These also King David dedicated to the LORD, together
with the silver and gold that he had carried off from all the na-
tions, from Edom, Moab, the Ammonites, the Philistines, and
Amalek.

12 And Abishali, the son of Zeruiah, killed 18,000 Edomites in
the Valley of Salt.

13 Then he put garrisons in Edom, and all the Edomites be-

came David’s servants. And the LORD gave victory to David
wherever he went.

14 So David reigned over all Israel, and he administered jus-
tice and equity to all his people.
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After God's affirmation on
His protection over David's
dynasty, David enters into
the first war. What army
does David want to defeat?
(18:1)

E52 A OS2 Echz 49
D52 HOFLCH OfEA Cha
HLIR? (14%)

King David acknowledges
God's blessing and he be-
comes a humble and a good
king. Which virtue of David
do we see in this chapter?
(18:14)
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A vessel of thanksgiving and praise will hold God’s blessing
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God saw David's heart desire and He blessed David. David
responded with thanksgiving and humility. This led him to de—
feat the Philistines and took the town of Gath away from the
Philistines. The neighboring countries wanted to appease Da—
vid and they sent tribute.

If you are in a similar situation, how do you think you would
become? Most likely to become arrogant. But David remained
the same and guaranteed justice for all his people. (v. 14)
There is a serious danger for the blessed to fumble. But David
didn’t become arrogant. On the contrary, he faithfully executed
his kingly duty. Where did he gain that wisdom? He was the
man to take the abundance of blessings in praising and giving
thanksgiving to God. 1 Timothy 4:4 says. “For every creation of
God is good and no food is to be rejected if it is received
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Reading insight

Do you know that Satan never leaves God's faithful ones
alone? This adversary seduced David to count his army. God
becomes angry and brings plagues. How will David respond?

1 Chronicles 21:16-30

16 And David lifted his eyes and saw the angel of the LORD stand-
ing between earth and heaven, and in his hand a drawn sword
stretched out over Jerusalem. Then David and the elders, clothed in
sackcloth, fell upon their faces.

17 And David said to God, “Was it not I who gave command to
number the people? It is I who have sinned and done great evil. But
these sheep, what have they done? Please let your hand, O LORD
my God, be against me and against my father’s house. But do not
let the plague be on your people.”

18 Now the angel of the LORD had commanded Gad to say to Da-
vid that David should go up and raise an altar to the LORD on the
threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite.

19 So David went up at Gad’s word, which he had spoken in the
name of the LORD.

20 Now Ornan was threshing wheat. He turned and saw the angel,
and his four sons who were with him hid themselves.

21 As David came to Ornan, Ornan looked and saw David and went
out from the threshing floor and paid homage to David with his face
to the ground.

22 And David said to Ornan, “Give me the site of the threshing floor
that I may build on it an altar to the LORD--give it to me at its full
price--that the plague may be averted from the people.”

23 Then Ornan said to David, “Take it, and let my lord the king do
what seems good to him. See, I give the oxen for burnt offerings
and the threshing sledges for the wood and the wheat for a grain of-
fering; [ giveitall.”

24 But King David said to Ornan, “No, but I will buy them for the
full price. I will not take for the LORD what is yours, nor offer
burnt offerings that cost me nothing.”

25 S0 David paid Ornan shekels of gold by weight for the site.

26 And David built there an altar to the LORD and presented burnt
offerings and peace offerings and called on the LORD, and the
LORD answered him with fire from heaven upon the altar of burnt
offering.

27 Then the LORD commanded the angel, and he put his sword
back into its sheath.

28 At that time, when David saw that the LORD had answered him
at the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite, he sacrificed there.

29 For the tabernacle of the LORD, which Moses had made in the
wilderness, and the altar of burnt offering were at that time in the
high place at Gibeon,

30 but David could not go before it to inquire of God, for he was
afraid of the sword of the angel of the LORD.

at.
=

ols
1

o=

NS Ao2f1 of Ef& 02

F719 Z0|ALL? (21:18)
Where is the thresh floor, the
place where David was in—
structed to build an altar for
God? And whom does that
belong to? (21:18)
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David, being a king, could
have taken the threshing floor
from Araunah the Jebusite.
However, David refused to
do that and bought the land
from him. How much did he
pay for it? (21:25)
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Happy ending is always possible
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Satan couldn't let David slide with his success. Satan tempted
David to order an edict to register the number of his army. This
angered God and led God to send down a plague.

It was Jerusalem’s turn to suffer-- And this is the day the an-
gel of the Lord takes out the sword from its sheath to plague
the city. At that very moment, David threw himself down before
God.

It seemed Satan’s strategy worked. But, not so fast! What
changed God to relent?

People are God's flock. David said to God, “Was | not the one
who decided to number the army? | am the one who sinned
and committed this awful deed. As for these sheep—what
have they done? O Lord my God, attack me and my family, but
remove the plague from your people!” (1 Chronicles 21:17)
David's sincere plea moved God's heart. David pleaded: “at-
tack me and my family not your people.” We do sin and make
mistakes. But we have to grow in humbleness to confess our
sins like David. The sincere confession removed the power of
Satan’s schemes. Our stories can have happy endings and it's
up to us to make that possible.
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Reading insight

As David is approaching the end of life, he assembles the
priests and Levites. The construction of God's temple isn't just
about a building. What makes a true and good temple of God?

1 Chronicles 23:1-14

1 When David was old and full of days, he made Solomon
his son king over Israel.

2 David assembled all the leaders of Israel and the priests
and the Levites.

3 The Levites, thirty years old and upward, were numbered,
and the total was 38,000 men.

4 “Twenty-four thousand of these,” David said,’shall have
charge of the work in the house of the LORD, 6,000 shall be
officers and judges

54,000 gatekeepers, and 4,000 shall offer praises to the
LORD with the instruments that I have made for praise.”

6 And David organized them in divisions corresponding to
the sons of Levi: Gershon, Kohath, and Merari.

7The sons of Gershon were Ladan and Shimei.

8 The sons of Ladan: Jehiel the chief, and Zetham, and Joel,
three.

9 The sons of Shimei: Shelomoth, Haziel, and Haran, three.
These were the heads of the fathers” houses of Ladan.

10 And the sons of Shimei: Jahath, Zina, and Jeush and Beri-
ah. These four were the sons of Shimei.

11 Jahath was the chief, and Zizah the second; but Jeush
and Beriah did not have many sons, therefore they became
counted as a single father’s house.

12 The sons of Kohath: Amram, Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel,
four.

13 The sons of Amram: Aaron and Moses. Aaron was set
apart to dedicate the most holy things, that he and his sons
forever should make offerings before the LORD and minis-
ter to him and pronounce blessings in his name forever.

14 But the sons of Moses the man of God were named among
the tribe of Levi

ak
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017t27? (23:3)

When the Levites assem-
bled, the number of all the
males were counted. How
many were there? (23:3)

[ 0lI7AI= Ml OFZ0] UL
021 ZMl= M| 0tF & 572
2X1017tQ7? (23:12-13)
Aaron and Moses are the
grandsons of Levi's three
sons. Who is their grandfa—-
ther? (23:12-13)
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It is better to be the participants of the worship than observers
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As David was planning for the construction of the temple, the
men who are at the age of twenty and over were recorded.
And it was a total of 38,000. 24,000 were to work in the temple.
6,000 were to serve as secretaries and judges. The rest of 8,000
were divided into two groups; 4,000 to be the gatekeepers and
4,000 to be the singers. They were given specific tasks; “They
were in charge of the meeting tent and the Holy Place, and
helped their relatives, the descendants of Aaron, in the service
of the Lord’s temple.” (1 Chronicle 23:32)

What was the blueprint of David's temple? It seems it wasn't
just the construction part David was concerned about. He was
preparing the people to observe each festival the Israelites
were commanded to commemorate. And that wouldn't be
possible without worshippers.

Didn't Jesus also say, “Destroy this temple, and | will raise it
again in three days.” (John 2:19) The essence of the temple is
worship and it is only possible by having people that will wor-
ship God in spirit and truth. (John 4:24) Are we worshippers or
worship observers? How can we have true worship?
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Reading insight

After grasping the list of Levites, the division of Aaron’s de—
scendants is made clear again. The two sons of Aaron, Elea—-
zar and Ithamar, whose sons make up total 24 divisions. Their
descendants rotate and perform priestly duties.

1 Chronicles 24:1-19

1 The divisions of the sons of Aaron were these. The sons of
Aaron: Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar.

2 But Nadab and Abihu died before their father and had no chil-
dren, so Eleazar and Ithamar became the priests.

3 With the help of Zadok of the sons of Eleazar, and Ahimelech
of the sons of Ithamar, David organized them according to the
appointed duties in their service.

4 Since more chief men were found among the sons of Eleazar
than among the sons of Ithamar, they organized them under six-
teen heads of fathers’ houses of the sons of Eleazar, and eight of
the sons of [thamar.

5 They divided them by lot, all alike, for there were sacred offi-
cers and officers of God among both the sons of Eleazar and the
sons of Ithamar.

6 And the scribe Shemaiah, the son of Nethanel, a Levite, re-
corded them in the presence of the king and the princes and
Zadok the priest and Ahimelech the son of Abiathar and the
heads of the fathers’ houses of the priests and of the Levites,
one father’s house being chosen for Eleazar and one chosen for
Ithamar.

7 The first lot fell to Jehoiarib, the second to Jedaiah,

8the third to Harim, the fourth to Seorim,

9 the fifth to Malchijah, the sixth to Mijamin,

10the seventh to Hakkoz, the eighth to Abijah,

11 the ninth to Jeshua, the tenth to Shecaniah,

12 the eleventh to Eliashib, the twelfth to Jakim,

13 the thirteenth to Huppah, the fourteenth to Jeshebeab,
14the fifteenth to Bilgah, the sixteenth to Immer,

15 the seventeenth to Hezir, the eighteenth to Happizzez,
16 the nineteenth to Pethahiah, the twentieth to Jehezkel,
17 the twenty-first to Jachin, the twenty-second to Gamul,
18 the twenty-third to Delaiah, the twenty-fourth to Maaziah.

19 These had as their appointed duty in their service to come
into the house of the LORD according to the procedure estab-
lished for them by Aaron their father, as the LORD God of Isra-
el had commanded him.
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Aaron the priest has four sons.
Among them, Nadab and Abi-
hu died, and the two remain-
ing sons became priests.
\What are their names? (v. 2)

HARY MRE s W S0p7t
0 Sggs Z=0, A 2 &
22 ZEGIRLIL? (18H)
They took turns acting as
priests, and how many divi-
sions did they organize?

(v. 18)
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Standing in front of the holy Throne:-
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David did not let a person take on the role of priest as he
prepared to build a temple. The sons of Aaron, Eleazar and
lthamar, made 24 divisions and those belonging to the division
rotated twice a year to fulfill the priesthood. Why didnt David
entrust the role of priest to only one person? In setting the order,
they drew the lot (v. 6) and left the priestly work in turn, so why
did they do it? What challenge do we have, called a royal priest (1
Peter 2:9)?

The priest must enter the Most Holy Place on the Day of Atone-
ment. If the priest in charge of that day fails to set apart for
himself and remains unclean, he dies (Leviticus 15:31). Even if
he mishandles the incense of the sanctuary, he dies (Leviticus
10:2); they cannot afford to worship improperly. They have to
risk their own lives.

How do we worship? Are you a worshiper? Are you a worship
spectator? Only when we wholeheartedly stand before God's
holy throne will we experience true recovery. If we go out to
the throne of God in an unclean state and perish, how will we
prepare for worship? Hasn't the feeling of gratitude and thrill that
Jesus died for you instead dwindled? David doesn't want one
person from monopolizing the blessing of spiritual experience.
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Reading insight

The temple choir is organized by King David. The descendants
of Asaph, Heman, and Jeduthun take on the task. The choir
consist of 24 branches like priests.

1 Chronicles 25:1-15

1 David and the chiefs of the service also set apart for the ser-
vice the sons of Asaph, and of Heman, and of Jeduthun, who
prophesied with lyres, with harps, and with cymbals. The list
of those who did the work and of their duties was:

2 Of the sons of Asaph: Zaccur, Joseph, Nethaniah, and
Asharelah, sons of Asaph, under the direction of Asaph, who
prophesied under the direction of the king.

3 Of Jeduthun, the sons of Jeduthun: Gedaliah, Zeri, Je-
shaiah, Shimei, Hashabiah, and Mattithiah, six, under the
direction of their father Jeduthun, who prophesied with the
lyre in thanksgiving and praise to the LORD.

4 Of Heman, the sons of Heman: Bukkiah, Mattaniah, Uzz-
iel, Shebuel and Jerimoth, Hananiah, Hanani, Eliathah, Gid-
dalti, and Romamti-ezer, Joshbekashah, Mallothi, Hothir,
Mabhazioth.

5 All these were the sons of Heman the king’s seer, accord-
ing to the promise of God to exalt him, for God had given
Heman fourteen sons and three daughters.

6 They were all under the direction of their father in the mu-
sic in the house of the LORD with cymbals, harps, and lyres
for the service of the house of God. Asaph, Jeduthun, and
Heman were under the order of the king.

7 The number of them along with their brothers, who were
trained in singing to the LORD, all who were skillful, was .

8 And they cast lots for their duties, small and great, teacher
and pupil alike.

9 The first lot fell for Asaph to Joseph; the second to Gedali-
ah, to him and his brothers and his sons, twelve;

10the third to Zaccur, his sons and his brothers, twelve;

11 the fourth to Izri, his sons and his brothers, twelve;

12 the fifth to Nethaniah, his sons and his brothers, twelve;
13 the sixth to Bukkiah, his sons and his brothers, twelve;

14 the seventh to Jesharelah, his sons and his brothers,
twelve;

15 the eighth to Jeshaiah, his sons and his brothers, twelve;
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Whose descendants did the
temple choir take on? (v. 1)

AMolS 2 mof| EEAILY 11
Lt S Sl 47| flol s
O FRHLIQ? (8%)

How were they appointed to
their term of service to make
no distinction between be-
ginners, masters, and others
when entrusting responsibili—
ties? (v. 8)
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The temple choir is organized professionally, with two things
to notice. First, not only David, but others are involved in the
assignment. “David and the military leaders--- (v. 1). Second, it
is said that their term of service is chosen by drawing lots, so
that it is not to be distinguished regardless their status of mas-
ters, beginners, teachers or learners (v. 8). | wondered why and
asked God of His intention.

Therefore, no one could make excuse of not being part of it re—
gardless whether he was a beginner or still a learner. The mil-
itary leaders also participated in this work, so the temple choir
appeared to end up like a military band. Temple worship could
proceed with an atmosphere of spiritual warfare.

There are blessings in serving God as a pastor. In any case, |
can't neglect worship. There is no right excuse if | don't do my
best. Since | first received the pastoral ordination, and it is still
the same now. This is a story | heard from Mrs. Kwon, who is
a pianist for the worship service. Even though she is a master
who can always play the piano with just the sheet music, she
said “Pastor, | cannot come for worship service without practic—
ing properly every time.” There are no beginners or masters in
worshipping God. Everyone is just a worshiper.
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Reading insight

David continues to prepare for the temple construction. Temple
gatekeepers, temple interrogators, scribes, judges and admin—
istrators are all assigned in order to develop corporate worship
service.

1 Chronicles 26:10 -21

10 And Hosah, of the sons of Merari, had sons: Shimri the
chief (for though he was not the firstborn, his father made
him chief),

11 Hilkiah the second, Tebaliah the third, Zechariah the
fourth: all the sons and brothers of Hosah were thirteen.

12 These divisions of the gatekeepers, corresponding to their
chief men, had duties, just as their brothers did, ministering
in the house of the LORD.

13 And they cast lots by fathers’” houses, small and great
alike, for their gates.

14 The lot for the east fell to Shelemiah. They cast lots also
for his son Zechariah, a shrewd counselor, and his lot came
out for the north.

15 Obed-edom’s came out for the south, and to his sons was
allotted the gatehouse.

16 For Shuppim and Hosah it came out for the west, at the
gate of Shallecheth on the road that goes up. Watch corre-
sponded to watch.

17 On the east there were six each day, on the north four each
day, on the south four each day, as well as two and two at the
gatehouse.

18 And for the colonnade on the west there were four at the
road and two at the colonnade.

19 These were the divisions of the gatekeepers among the
Korahites and the sons of Merari.

20 And of the Levites, Ahijah had charge of the treasuries of
the house of God and the treasuries of the dedicated gifts.

21 The sons of Ladan, the sons of the Gershonites belong-
ing to Ladan, the heads of the fathers’ houses belonging to
Ladan the Gershonite: Jehieli.
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Among the descendants of
Levi's three sons, whom and
whose descendants were
selected for gatekeepers?
(v.10)
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Who were the sons of the
Levites who had been tasked
with protecting the temple
and the sacred places? (v.21)

103



rot
E
5

I FO Of
o2 r e
4o
= gy
oS

ne 4o

o oz
mjo o

N

40

ol

i)
-
u}

ro
H>
N
H'|

a

to

>
HD 2 e

0z Mo oy
i]}4

3
rjo |o

i g
~
S
]
°
o

N Ho >
H1 ol g
Hu

rol

gicig|o] Aa)

21| EX17], M| mHE

The faith of Gatekeeper, a model of faith

CHol MM 715 ZH|0l= g 2X719F 27H2 L2 AETIK|
ZSFEILICH % OflH{EH, RITH, MIAFEE Z 5| EH|oHOF St
X2k J2|30 AW 7S B2 MEHEE g OHE lshM 2ot
Ch= 22 Oah7t ELIC, 23|, d& 2X|7|0f tishMe= &4 &
30| 7HX| 5L O, 482 SHMD A= SHHERE
Ul 7He] ZETE OtL2t MZ 2O 3IZH0H| U] ARZ, Z7te] 2|ZH0
T AIS HHXIBILICHI8E). 22A M 0187t S cHEILIC
A2 HFSE 2017|0fl OFFLE £35| 2 A7t S| Zotz
£ f0tof JHELICE, 2T X7t SOR}ATH7E HFoH SHtdel T
ToteE A 2 = 7|0 2X7|E M2 AULICH SHO7HK|
X712 MIRChe A2 EXEHA XI7|=5 ot A 25U,

= HZY I3 Aol 2X|717t ASULCE eh=2e BEZ Al &
X|717F UELICE XMM7H 2B 2= 2E5E 2ELCL 1
T55 B et L= A0| YAELICH Lol Xtbl= ot
717 32 XI7|= 07| SEX|2, SA|0] L OFZ2] XM XA
Fe AT ZELCL 48 X7, ML B DHO| FHOY| Rk

David's preparation to build the temple included the temple
gatekeepers and even those in charge of the treasuries of the
house of God. If it is for temple worship service, of course, a
choir and priests should involve in preparation, and it is also un—
derstandable that those in charge of the treasuries of the house
of God are part of the team. However, it is not easy to under-
stand why the temple gatekeepers are included. Moreover, four
gatekeepers were placed in the corridor of the west gate, and
two gatekeepers in the corridor on the side of the road, as well
as four gates to the north and south of the temple (v.18). | won—
der why it was set up like that.

Since the temple is a holy place, they had to prevent anyone,
especially the unclean, from entering. The gatekeepers were
appointed because the unclean could come in and be dead by
the wrath of the holy God. Having a gatekeeper up to the corri-
dor seems to have kept the temple free from intruders.

There are gatekeepers in front of Buckingham Palace in En-
gland. There are gatekeepers in front of Gyeongbokgung Pal-
ace in Korea. Their posture is straight. It is also noticeable how
they march. When you see them, there is something that touch
your feeling. What is my attitude? The gatekeeper is the one
who keeps the palace, but at the same time, it could be a sym-
bol that guards the attitude of my heart. | wish there were many
models of faith keepers like the temple gatekeepers.
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Reading insight

Now, the writer of Chronicles specifically reports David's mili-
tary organization, leaders of each tribe, and even royal prop—
erty managers and personal advisers. | wonder what this would
mean if they were included in the temple building plan.

1 Chronicles 27:1-15

1 This is the number of the people of Israel, the heads of fa-
thers’ houses, the commanders of thousands and hundreds,
and their officers who served the king in all matters concern-
ing the divisions that came and went, month after month
throughout the year, each division numbering 24,000:

2 Jashobeam the son of Zabdiel was in charge of the first di-
vision in the first month; in his division were 24,000.

3 He was a descendant of Perez and was chief of all the com-
manders. He served for the first month.

4 Dodai the Ahohite was in charge of the division of the sec-
ond month; in his division were 24,000.

5 The third commander, for the third month, was Bena-
iah, the son of Jehoiada the chief priest; in his division were
24,000.

6 This is the Benaiah who was a mighty man of the thirty and
in command of the thirty; Ammizabad his son was in charge
ofhis division.

7 Asahel the brother of Joab was fourth, for the fourth month,
and his son Zebadiah after him; in his division were 24,000.

8 The fifth commander, for the fifth month, was Shamhuth
the Izrahite; in his division were 24,000.

9 Sixth, for the sixth month, was Ira, the son of Tkkesh the Te-
koite; in his division were 24,000.

10 Seventh, for the seventh month, was Helez the Pelonite,
of the sons of Ephraim; in his division were 24,000.

11 Eighth, for the eighth month, was Sibbecai the Husha-
thite, of the Zerahites; in his division were 24,000.

12 Ninth, for the ninth month, was Abiezer of Anathoth, a
Benjaminite; in his division were 24,000.

13 Tenth, for the tenth month, was Maharai of Netophah, of
the Zerahites; in his division were 24,000.

14 Eleventh, for the eleventh month, was Benaiah of Pira-
thon, of the sons of Ephraim; in his division were 24,000.

15 Twelfth, for the twelfth month, was Heldai the Netopha-
thite, of Othniel; in his division were 24,000.

s s0z2

AR o H0j| oF 4 Z0F
71 A E‘$e of=0| ot 27t
3 090|74Q7 (17)

In m|||tary organizations, the
soldiers of each division
worked once a month, but
how many people were in a
division? (v. 1)

A 2O B 74| 222 XX
ALIQ? (15%)

How many divisions did the
entire army have? (v. 15)
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It is worship that saves the world

O[X| Hi7| HA = THlQ| 2o 2|1t ZF X2 X=X, 1
2l A bt EERIRE JH DETKE AHEHCZ 7S
Ct. g7 GIEHE PloH MIAIRt ST MAUHE SHHZ UFE S
S| =0l, ZE &HMZ 22E oA UL 8™ 4= A
20l OZA| T ZEIMA| ZSAIZICHH 0| A2 O Xt 2
o UL H7LE g MYUHE F-gok= Ciof 2 X9z
S0 oI XS H32|H(H 2511), CHI0| FHRE 2 10
H0J= ZEC

A71SeF27F HX7k= 0] AlCHoll, 0]2{3t F-&40] L2{0fA| of
H HIHS B0ENR?

O|A2td A=o| o2 GH GHIYLICE. GHH7t HEZAH| 2OfoF,
x| 0|A2tE A= EE0| XFAXA Eits SYLIC 49 &
H(MIZ)0| ofEH(SH) 2 Z2I=IX| SELIC M&2 SZ0]0{0F
ot SE2 M2 2= AF0| HZ0t A0{0F etttz /LT
oite2 22| O30 23S FHLUCE HEiE =23, 22| 55
02k sttEel X o2 7S X4, OfX| 227} 7k= ROt
OfHtof ZAfRt 0] &0t SX0[A == A

Now Chronicles historians specifically reveal David's military
organization, leaders of each tribe, and even royal property
managers and personal advisers. Just as the priests and tem-
ple choirs were assigned to serve for the temple service, the
military also worked for the temple. | wonder what this would
mean if David mobilized the military in his temple building plan.
Moreover, recalling the involvement of the military command-
ers in the formation of the Temple Choir (1 Chronicles 25:1), it
shows the big picture that David had envisioned.

In this age of increasing self-centeredness, what vision will
this initiative open to us?

The foundation of the kingdom of Israel is temple worship. It
means that if they worship properly, the entire kingdom of Is—
rael will be secured. The field of life (the secular world) is not
separated from worship (spirituality). It means that the world
must be spiritual and that spirituality must touch every field in
the life.

God bestows a longing to each heart. When we worship, our
bodies and minds are filled with the sacred light of God, and
now the harmony and spirituality of worship are brought to life
wherever we go.
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Reading insight

David, who laid the groundwork for the temple, offered himself
to God with all his might, but at the same time, he invited the
people to participate. And he delivered his confession of faith.

1 Chronicles 29:10-20

10 Therefore David blessed the LORD in the presence of all
the assembly. And David said: “Blessed are you, O LORD,
the God of Israel our father, forever and ever.

11 Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power and the
glory and the victory and the majesty, for all that is in the
heavens and in the earth is yours. Yours is the kingdom, O
LORD, and you are exalted as head above all.

12 Both riches and honor come from you, and you rule over
all. In your hand are power and might, and in your hand it is
to make great and to give strength to all.

13 And now we thank you, our God, and praise your glorious
name.

14 “But who am I, and what is my people, that we should be
able thus to offer willingly? For all things come from you,
and of your own have we given you.

15 For we are strangers before you and sojourners, as all our
fathers were. Our days on the earth are like a shadow, and
there is no abiding.

16 O LORD our God, all this abundance that we have pro-
vided for building you a house for your holy name comes
from your hand and is all your own.

171 know, my God, that you test the heart and have pleasure
in uprightness. In the uprightness of my heart I have free-
ly offered all these things, and now [ have seen your people,
who are present here, offering freely and joyously to you.

18 O LORD, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, our fa-
thers, keep forever such purposes and thoughts in the hearts
of your people, and direct their hearts toward you.

19 Grant to Solomon my son a whole heart that he may keep
your commandments, your testimonies, and your statutes,
performing all, and that he may build the palace for which I
have made provision.”

20 Then David said to all the assembly, “Bless the LORD
your God.” And all the assembly blessed the LORD, the
God of their fathers, and bowed their heads and paid homage
tothe LORD and to the king.
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David gives his confession of
faith with praise. Who owns
everything in this world?

(. 11)

David shares the most pre—
cious secret about blessing.
What is it? (v.18)
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David offers his confession of faith with praise. Who owns ev—-
erything in this world? “Everything in the heavens and on earth
is yours, O Lord, and this is your kingdom.” (vs. 11, 16). When
his confession became heartfelt, David said it is a joy to give
to God. “What am |, and what are my people, and has God
given us the strength to give with abundant joy?”

Although my faith journey started out late in my life, there are
some of the joys that God has given me. God made me give
with joy, not stingy to the offering. | wondered why it is not
burdensome to give for the church, because it is the faith that
God has given me. It is a belief that “God will provide every—
thing”!

The present age is the time when the boundary of one’s pos—
session is clear. The reason why the opportunities of joy and
blessings don’t open up to us is because we do too many
profit and loss calculations.

Those who are stingy have a small bowl to receive even if God
blesses them. | see God bless those who give generously.
God even bless their children.



AL, gt 2 cgE s

(Lo —
Journaling with Jesus Ol S MZIHEL|7F?
A 7| first moment Prayer

Q59| ZtAt Thanks Note

CE=7 | One Prayer

® ® e
r

StLiE el OF2, g412] OF2 God's heart & your heart

Oof| =Lt S3l5k= 442 2I8H For Walking with Jesus

Z2 O 20|, H2| Taking it deeper, further

S 91l Ol-gt SAot= Otg it 42, HEE,
AIZHO O] @210 AMIEX| 7|FOHIAIR.

O o o o

facebook @71z9l ¢i=oz

113



Sunday Sermon Note

HE=EE Scripture

FQLHL outline

SHLHE 2l 2M God's Voice

114



Z AR
T TLo

1§ Zo] 548 We< 7153t

Lte| ZTt / M2 My Heart/ Application

L] 7|=XI= My Prayers

W 3|2| 7| X|= Prayers of My Church

20| &A™ This Week

115



Hkel A|Z0] AZFEQIG UL 020 371 IR = 7P ST Wl Bkt
= HIESIA o2 Lol HEstile ek Badth s FAl 252
2 Wshe A ST A Ho] deiEle BEE olg AU AR g
B2 A S HEoREHA G| 7ol e L AT 7135 e A
A7 e SleiA 2 L ast 7|5y} 7H°J4 o] ufa} chEgAgt of

A 715 710 & 5012 uhS 4 Q)i 71815 w7 wighy e,
ol Al el 1} A0S g AE g2 LEL S0
2 o7 A3, A ¢ A2 olof7Al7] uhghc)
S50l o) 3 1R S B Aho[El % 71515 wEol] Ll
HlolLbe AES REEA]Y] Blhe, nle] 25k 2 61§ Sl gfelet
£ 22 AR 7F S Gt AES A T L S w4
ol o] Qloji Alzo] 9] gobd §7 & 4= A Ui,

5{0
rio
jQ
=
2
>,
01+N
rIo °
>4

A e 7R & FLAHiE Sl Zle A2 AP b
HUT

116



42 AP 749 el A
0] FUHE SIS AT E ol B Hk

A GEE A= AE 7R %ﬁ%‘% E}.

Loz POz ARl B4 Y= 247
R F7H s vk vt g e

313 QH 0.2 T Aol ol Ak st Al

| ke, ok ol
15234 g o
Hop] 2R A5 =2

Sh= 71512 4HeAl7] Hlerh, VIPS 102 HRITEA), g8 Ak
FRVTEA, ohjwl Aedxjsle] HAREE o] Folahs AT G0 7ol

T e P e e B
g AR A 083} ke, el n Bl m AL ARHEAR)
245K W Gl /RS BUAY] vk,

17



27 ¥ Mon

E£2 79| TX]
ofull =
AZlslt)

Solomon’s reign
begins with worship

)

E=E2E Reading Plan

Atj7]5} 2 Chronicles
1%

®

M214%(5349%)
Lt ZFo| =2 e X}

XI_I DI-M—l._I_A-l
"-—I &0| EZLto|Ct,

Lord, Speak.
Your Servant is Listening

o509l # Y, 0ig F|
Doing & Being for Today

118

XL |

E2E9| Y?l= ZU| MYTICE OtHX| CHS| HEYO|C}, £2
=2 A2| SXIE 0EH AR SFoIC.

A7\t 1:1-13

1 T4919) o} 5 £220) 99)7} A1she} 7hu] 19 sty
@i%ﬂﬂﬁ 219} 3HA SHAL 41 8] AT sHA] sHA Y =)
£220] 2 ojzille] ARAET WRYET AUUE

o & ol 0] WIS S4Eol ) Bt

3 £280] & 8133} 3 7| Ao 7ko

«1 Qi} o] Z0ke] F BA|7} Fopoll Al A o] A7

Ao

4 tjglo] Mol S| AWAA spdel AE Slafo] Hure

A %‘iiflEi 1 H= ©Fslo] o] 7]kefol o A e 1

< fl5ke] SH|F Lo E Ho] ERaL

s ‘MOﬂ 30) &7} 929 o} Haklo] 22 AEke of

S oto] bt Otof| Qlrjel &2 Zo| 35 o2 LolrtA

601 5.9} OF 2 3k gFo] 9l I Aletof £REo] o] 2] 1

91l 2 vt S0 2 WS Ectet

7 71 Hbo] shbd o] SEEOA e TLof|A] o] 2A|F

7R R ok v ot oAy

8 $22o] shpd] o] F74 Fof 2 231 1 oy
A] :HOﬂ?ﬂ H A 3L W7} T2 tjAlsto] o) HA sHaAt

Q

9 0159} shibdolo] Yt = W of#A| ol A 3

gotAl A& ol Al ZA ShEdaAl TWM U= o] Bl ol

ko wlA o] 910 2 AFO A XEQ 1

1022 o] 4] LA 2|32} 2412 At o] W gloll 4 EU5

A BhadeA] o] FA W FY WS 7L 55

7ahy

11 shbgo] 2 Eof|A o] 2 A1 o]H nho] YA §lojA

B} A= ol JPolt 50] A War| S Pl ohy

SFH Ale L6kA] ofystal @ & W7t YA thA e A o

g S Aftel7] Slato] a2} AL et o

12 321882 WA A€} 2|4 a0 5ot et 9F

£ Fely ) A9 9EE o]l Yo gAY U Fol=

ol o] gloejet kAl et

13 ojof| £2Fo| 7| B Ab 3|5t Qho {2 E o T

2 ZofobA o]2zjelg chaglelet



Reading insight

Thanks to father David, Solomon’s throne is firmly established.
| wonder how Solomon’s own rule will set in motion.

2 Chronicles 1:1-13

1 Solomon the son of David established himself'in his kingdom,
and the LORD his God was with him and made him exceeding-
ly great.

2 Solomon spoke to all Israel, to the commanders of thousands
and of hundreds, to the judges, and to all the leaders in all Israel,
the heads of fathers’ houses.

3 And Solomon, and all the assembly with him, went to the high
place that was at Gibeon, for the tent of meeting of God, which
Moses the servant of the LORD had made in the wilderness,
was there.

4 (But David had brought up the ark of God from Kiriath-jearim
to the place that David had prepared for it, for he had pitched a
tent for it in Jerusalem. )

5 Moreover, the bronze altar that Bezalel the son of Uri, son of
Hur, had made, was there before the tabernacle of the LORD.
And Solomon and the assembly sought it out.

6 And Solomon went up there to the bronze altar before the
LORD, which was at the tent of meeting, and offered a thou-
sand burnt offerings on it.

7 In that night God appeared to Solomon, and said to him, “Ask
what I shall give you.”

8 And Solomon said to God, “You have shown great and stead-
fast love to David my father, and have made me king in his
place.

20 LORD God, let your word to David my father be now ful-
filled, for you have made me king over a people as numerous as
the dust of the earth.

10 Give me now wisdom and knowledge to go out and come
in before this people, for who can govern this people of yours,
which is so great?”

11 God answered Solomon, “Because this was in your heart,
and you have not asked possessions, wealth, honor, or the life of
those who hate you, and have not even asked long life, but have
asked wisdom and knowledge for yourself that you may govern
my people over whom I have made you king,

12 wisdom and knowledge are granted to you. I will also give you
riches, possessions, and honor, such as none of the kings had who
were before you, and none after you shall have the like.”

13 So Solomon came from the high place at Gibeon, from before
the tent of meeting, to Jerusalem. And he reigned over Israel.
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Where was the tabernacle of
God made in the wilderness
at the time of Moses? (v. 3)
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\When God appeared to Sol-
omon and asked what he
wanted, what did Solomon

ask for? (v. 10)
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Thanks to father David, Solomon’s throne is firmly established.
Sometimes, he may not know what to do because he is young.
Or he may be too proud because of his youth. It is imperative
how Solomon will break ground with the first step of his reign.
Solomon’s first step was a worship at the Tent of God. As he
worshipped, God appeared to Solomon at night and said, “Ask
for whatever you want me to give you” (v. 7) Solomon asked
God for wisdom and knowledge. What you want, what you
desire, and what you ask are what you are. Solomon makes it
clear. First, he says that the people he will rule are God's peo-
ple, not his people. Second, because they are God's people,
he seeks wisdom and knowledge of how to govern them.
What are you going to seek if you were Solomon? Many be—
lieve in God as their Lord and confess it, but leave God as a
scarecrow. Worship God first. Then you can feel the pres-
ence of God and hear what God is saying. Then you can get
what you want. You don't have to act like Solomon. God will
never turn away from someone who seeks with honesty and
sincerity.
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Reading insight

Solomon starts to build the temple requested by his father Da—
vid. But he is not ready yet, he sends a message to King Hiram
at Tyre. The human relationship is considered as one of the
preparations.

2 Chronicles 2:1-12

1 Now Solomon purposed to build a temple for the name of
the LORD, and a royal palace for himself.

2 And Solomon assigned 70,000 men to bear burdens and
80,000 to quarry in the hill country, and 3,600 to oversee
them.

3 And Solomon sent word to Hiram the king of Tyre: “As you
dealt with David my father and sent him cedar to build him-
selfahouse to dwell in, so deal with me.

4 Behold, I am about to build a house for the name of the
LORD my God and dedicate it to him for the burning of in-
cense of sweet spices before him, and for the regular arrange-
ment of the showbread, and for burnt offerings morning and
evening, on the Sabbaths and the new moons and the appoint-
ed feasts of the LORD our God, as ordained forever for Israel.

5 The house that I am to build will be great, for our God is
greater than all gods.

6 But who is able to build him a house, since heaven, even
highest heaven, cannot contain him? Who am I to build a
house for him, except as a place to make offerings before him?

7 So now send me a man skilled to work in gold, silver,
bronze, and iron, and in purple, crimson, and blue fabrics,
trained also in engraving, to be with the skilled workers who
are with me in Judah and Jerusalem, whom David my father
provided.

8 Send me also cedar, cypress, and algum timber from Leba-
non, for I know that your servants know how to cut timber in
Lebanon. And my servants will be with your servants,

9to prepare timber for me in abundance, for the house I am to
build will be great and wonderful.

10 [ will give for your servants, the woodsmen who cut tim-
ber, 20,000 cors of crushed wheat, 20,000 cors of barley,
20,000 baths of wine, and 20,000 baths of oil.”

11 Then Hiram the king of Tyre answered in a letter that he
sent to Solomon, “Because the LORD loves his people, he
has made you king over them.”

12 Hiram also said, “Blessed be the LORD God of Israel, who
made heaven and earth, who has given King David a wise
son, who has discretion and understanding, who will build a
temple for the LORD and a royal palace for himself.
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Whom does Solomon write
to as he begins building the
temple? (v. 3)
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How do you feel after reading
Solomon’s letter? (vs. 3-10)
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Solomon finally begins building the temple that his father David
asked for. At the same time as he mobilizes people in Israel,
he writes a letter to King Hiram at Tire. He identifies the rea—
sons for the construction of the temple. “God has commanded
Israel to do these things forever.--- Not even the highest heav—
ens can contain him! So who am | to consider building a Tem-
ple for him, except as a place to burn sacrifices to him?” He is
humble and faithful. Solomon’s letter moves people’s hearts.
Then, King Hiram responds to his letter happily.

Solomon could not appeal to anyone else to accomplish what
he asked. When Solomon had a great plan, there was some-
one whom he could plead for help. Father David might have
established a tie with King Hiram, but Solomon also continued
a relationship of faith and respect with Hiram. When you need
help, does anyone have a favor for you?

What is God like to you? Have you built a relationship of faith
so that you can ask for help? Do you seek God only when you
are under hardship? What would you write if you sent a letter
of favor to God this week?
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Reading insight

As the temple construction launches, and the author of Chron—
icles reaffirms where the site is: Mount Moriah and Araunah ‘s
threshing floor. | wonder why the author remembers the two
events associated with the site.

2 Chronicles 3:1-14

1 Then Solomon began to build the temple of the LORD in Je-
rusalem on Mount Moriah, where the LORD had appeared to
his father David. It was on the threshing floor of Araunah the
Jebusite, the place provided by David.

2 He began building on the second day of the second month in
the fourth year of his reign.

3 The foundation Solomon laid for building the temple of God
was sixty cubits long and twenty cubits wide (using the cubit
of the old standard).

4The portico at the front of the temple was twenty cubits long
across the width of the building and twenty cubits high. He
overlaid the inside with pure gold.

5 He paneled the main hall with juniper and covered it with
fine gold and decorated it with palm tree and chain designs.

6 He adorned the temple with precious stones. And the gold
he used was gold of Parvaim.

7 He overlaid the ceiling beams, doorframes, walls and doors
of the temple with gold, and he carved cherubim on the walls.

8 He built the Most Holy Place, its length corresponding to the
width of the temple—twenty cubits long and twenty cubits
wide. He overlaid the inside with six hundred talents of fine
gold.

9 The gold nails weighed fifty shekels. He also overlaid the
upper parts with gold.

10 For the Most Holy Place he made a pair of sculptured cher-
ubim and overlaid them with gold.

11 The total wingspan of the cherubim was twenty cubits.
One wing of the first cherub was five cubits long and touched
the temple wall, while its other wing, also five cubits long,
touched the wing of the other cherub.

12 Similarly one wing of the second cherub was five cubits
long and touched the other temple wall, and its other wing, al-
so five cubits long, touched the wing of the first cherub.

13 The wings of these cherubim extended twenty cubits. They
stood on their feet, facing the main hall.

14 He made the curtain of blue, purple and crimson yarn and
fine linen, with cherubim worked into it.
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Solomon begins to build the
temple. The temple site is on
a mountain. What mountain
isit? (v. 1)
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Whose threshing floor is for
the temple site? (v. 1)
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Solomon begins building the temple. However, the author of
Chronicles confirms where this temple site is located: Araunah’s
threshing floor in Mount Moriah. Mount Moriah, where Abraham
promised to sacrifice his son Isaac, and Araunah'’s threshing
floor where David asked God not to punish the people, but to
punish him and his household. What do they have in common?
The temple is usually called the “place of sacrifice and forgive—
ness’. That's right, but if you have the hard feeling about com-
pulsory sacrifice, you need to check whether you really believe in
God or really encountered God. Abraham and David have some-
thing in common, that is willingness to offer their lives. Then God
willingly puts His heart at disposal. The sacrifice and forgiveness
are accessible, but more importantly, the temple is the meeting
place where the God of goodness is willing to come to us.

There is something to confess as | worship God and get to
know Him: “My good Father God, | can offer willingly my life to
you.”, because | am getting better and better with you. If you
still have a sense of conflict at your worship, it is evidence that
you don't know God yet. There is no other justification. Just go
to the place of discipleship and worship to get to know the Word
of God. When you encounter a personal God, everything will be
solved.
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Reading insight

The temple building was erected first, followed by the manu-
facture of furnishings to be used for the sacrifice. In particular,
the person who made temple’s furnishings was disclosed as
Huram from King Hiram at Tire.

2 Chronicles 4:1-11

1 He made a bronze altar twenty cubits long, twenty cubits
wide and ten cubits high.

2He made the Sea of cast metal, circular in shape, measuring
ten cubits from rim to rim and five cubits high. It took a line
of thirty cubits to measure around it.

3 Below the rim, figures of bulls encircled it—ten to a cubit.
The bulls were cast in two rows in one piece with the Sea.

4 The Sea stood on twelve bulls, three facing north, three
facing west, three facing south and three facing east. The
Sea rested on top of them, and their hindquarters were to-
ward the center.

5 It was a handbreadth in thickness, and its rim was like the
rim of a cup, like a lily blossom. It held three thousand baths.

6 He then made ten basins for washing and placed five on the
south side and five on the north. In them the things to be used
for the burnt offerings were rinsed, but the Sea was to be
used by the priests for washing.

7 He made ten gold lampstands according to the specifica-
tions for them and placed them in the temple, five on the
south side and five on the north.

8 He made ten tables and placed them in the temple, five on
the south side and five on the north. He also made a hundred
gold sprinkling bowls.

2 He made the courtyard of the priests, and the large court
and the doors for the court, and overlaid the doors with
bronze.

10 He placed the Sea on the south side, at the southeast cor-
ner.

11 And Huram also made the pots and shovels and sprinkling
bowls. So Huram finished the work he had undertaken for
King Solomon in the temple of God:
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The building of the temple is
built first and the next is
temple’s furnishings made to
be used for sacrifice. What
was the first thing they
made? (v. 1)
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Who made all these sacred
objects? (vs.2, 11)
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The temple building is first built, and then the temple’s fur—
nishings to be used for the sacrifices are made. However, it is
unusual to reveal the name of Huram from King Hiram at Tire
as the person who made temple 's furnishings (vs. 2, 11). More~
over, unlike the Book of Kings (1 Kings chapters 6-7), Chronicles
recorded only what was relevant, so what Huram accomplished
was more clearly highlighted. Even though Huram was not an
Israelite but a Gentile. | wonder why writers of the Chronicles
are highlighting Huram.

As we know through Ezra (chapters 4-6), the process of re—
turning from Babylonian imprisonment and rebuilding the temple
was not easy. The work of the Israelites alone did not advance.
We know that they had to be diplomatic.

Does a believer need diplomatic competency? As | meditated
on Chapter 2, | noticed that Solomon sent a letter to King Hiram
at Tire and asked for help. Koreans have advanced in living
standard a lot in the United States, but there are barriers to oth—
er ethnicities. In particular, attitudes toward non—Koreans vary
according to their cultural level. If you are a Christian, you need
a good attitude to treat everyone equally. The more we dwell in
the Spirit of God, the better our attitude is.
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Reading insight

Solomon completes the construction of the temple. Fill it with
all the furnishings David prepared. And he offers a dedication
service. But there is one more thing God has to do.

2 Chronicles 5:1-14

1 When all the work Solomon had done for the temple of the LORD
was finished, he brought in the things his father David had dedicated—
the silver and gold and all the furnishings—and he placed them in the
treasuries of God’s temple.

2 Then Solomon summoned to Jerusalem the elders of Israel, all the
heads of the tribes and the chiefs of the Israelite families, to bring up the
ark of the LORD’s covenant from Zion, the City of David.

3 And all the Israelites came together to the king at the time of the festi-
val in the seventh month.

4When all the elders of Israel had arrived, the Levites took up the ark,

5 and they brought up the ark and the tent of meeting and all the sacred
furnishings in it. The Levitical priests carried them up;

6and King Solomon and the entire assembly of Israel that had gathered
about him were before the ark, sacrificing so many sheep and cattle that
they could not be recorded or counted.

7 The priests then brought the ark of the LORD’s covenant to its place
in the inner sanctuary of the temple, the Most Holy Place, and put it be-
neath the wings of the cherubim.

8 The cherubim spread their wings over the place of the ark and cov-
ered the ark and its carrying poles.

2 These poles were so long that their ends, extending from the ark,
could be seen from in front of the inner sanctuary, but not from outside
the Holy Place; and they are still there today.

10 There was nothing in the ark except the two tablets that Moses had
placed in it at Horeb, where the LORD made a covenant with the Isra-
elites after they came out of Egypt.

11 The priests then withdrew from the Holy Place. All the priests who
were there had consecrated themselves, regardless of their divisions.

12 All the Levites who were musicians—Asaph, Heman, Jeduthun and
their sons and relatives—stood on the east side of the altar, dressed in
fine linen and playing cymbals, harps and lyres. They were accompa-
nied by 120 priests sounding trumpets.

13 The trumpeters and musicians joined in unison to give praise and
thanks to the LORD. Accompanied by trumpets, cymbals and other
instruments, the singers raised their voices in praise to the LORD and
sang: “He is good; his love endures forever.” Then the temple of the
LORD was filled with the cloud,

14-and the priests could not perform their service because of the cloud,
for the glory of the LORD filled the temple of God.
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Solomon'’s temple construction was over. And the furnishings
prepared by his father, David, who had longed for the temple
building, were brought into the temple. Finally, Solomon de-
voted himself to the ceremony of bringing the ark of the cove—
nant of Jehovah, which was kept in the city of David. As all the
leaders and people watched, the Levites carried the Ark of the
Covenant on their shoulders and placed it beneath the wings
of the cherubim in the Most Holy Place, blowing a trumpet and
the sound of thanksgiving and praise echoed in the sky. “The
Lord is good, and His kindness is eternal.”

The building of the temple now seemed to have been com-
pleted. But it wasn't over yet. Soon, the temple was filled with
clouds that symbolized God's presence, and everyone experi—
enced God's glory.

The temple is not a building. The temple is completed when
the glory of God comes. “All have sinned, and have not come
to the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). When you experience the
glory of God, the light of God approaches you with warmth,
the frozen things begin to melt and your heart that has lost the
light will come alive again. This is the true beauty of the fin—
ished temple.
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How can we participate into church planting projects for Nehemiah project?

o 71E0f|A A ERILICE, You may give as afamily.

o XS} | of e ERILICE, You may share with your children,

o MEFIER SAZEHL|LCE. You would give with your credit card.
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P O Box 5553 Englewood NJ 07631 / Email contact : kumcdevotion@gmail.com
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- week ] The First Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage

1 Chronicles 1:1-4, 27-28

People are the history.
People are the hope

0 Opening Question

How did you begin your religious life? What triggered you?

@ Understanding today’s passage

Chronicles s a history book written during the Babylonian captivity of Israelites. What
will you report if you write a history book? I will probably report an episode first. I
think history is about series of events. By the way, those who recorded chronicles do
not post events. Chronicles starts by mentioning the people’'s names.

“Adam, Seth, Enos... And verses 27-28, “Abram, Abraham. The sons of Abraham are
Isaacand Ishmael” (v. 1). People’s names continue, and from verses 27-28 to “Abram,
thatis, Abraham,” then it takes a breath.

Chronicles does not commence with an event. It starts by bringing up people’s
names. As the people of Israel recorded anew their history, why did they bring up
people in front rather than historical events? The author of Chronicles reports that
the center of history is people, not events. Man make history. Those who belong to
God create God's events, and declare that the record of those people is at the heart of
their history. People are hope.
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© Into the Word *

1.What does the firstverse reportin Chronicles?(v. 1)

2.If our name is not yet written in the book of life in Heaven, what do you think you
should dofirst?

@ 1nto our Life

1.People are the history. What history do you think you are making today?

2.To be recorded in God's history book, what kind of person do you think you should
be?

© Memory Verse - 2 Corinthians 5:17

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; be-
hold, the new has come.”

@ Sharing with your children

Your parents have given you a name and find out what your name means.
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- week 2 The Second Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage

1 Chronicles 13:8-12

If you didn’t know ... Now you can

0 Opening Question

You may have experienced mistakes or failures. How did you react then?

@ Understanding today’s passage

When all Israelites made David king, he carried out the first task he had in mind. As
soon as he achieved political stability, he undertook the mostimportant thing he had
in mind. It was the transfer of the Ark of God. They loaded the Ark of the Covenant at
Abinadab’s house on a cow-drawn cart. However, when the cows reached a threshing
floor, the Ark was about to fall to the ground, and Uzza, son of Abinadab, held it. And
Godwas angry, and Uzzah died.

When the accident occurred, David's plan came to standstill. And unlike Chronicles 6,
Chronicles historians leave the work suspended for a while and tell a different story
in Chronicles 14. The silence of that empty gap, that is, it was left blank. David would
have contemplated on why was God angry?

We also need this question. When things go wrong, you need a pause, a blank time,
and the sincerity of finding out why it happened. God is always the one who opens
the door. God is the one who always unlocks the necessary enlightenment and paths.

150



© Into the Word *

1.The person who urgently stopped the Ark of the Covenant from falling from the
cartwaskilled. Who was he? (v. 10)

2.Later, David found why it happened. What mistakes were made (1 Chronicles
15:13). Why didn't David think about what is right thing to do in advance? What
seems to be the reason?

@ inoourlife -

1. After making a mistake, did you realize something new?

2.There is a reason why there is no progress in a spiritual life. It's because you think
you know itall. What doyou need to realize and do in order to make progress?

© Memory Verse -Matthew 6:33

“But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be
addedtoyou.”

@ Sharing with your children

Have you ever had a hard time after making a mistake or failure? Canyou tell me what
you learned atthat time?
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- week 3 The Third Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage

1 Chronicles 21:15-20

Happy ending is always open

0 Opening Question

There is a saying “a blessing in disguise”. It happens when you are blessed even
though your intention went wrong. Have you had this experience?

@ Understanding today’s passage -

Satan does not just want to leave David alone when he is doing so well. Satan encour-
ages the census, and David falls for Satan'’s tactics. What David wants is to hold in his
hand the number of troops he could come to grips with, God sees it as evil. Eventually,
God send the plague to the people, and at last Jerusalem is left at disposal. When the
angel is about to strike the sword of disaster at Jerusalem from Araunah ‘s threshing
floor, David falls before him.

Satan’s scheme seems to be successful. Well, rather it turns out to be a blessing in
disquise! What changed God's mind?“I am the one who has sinned and done wrong!
But these people are asinnocent as sheep—what have they done? O Lord my God, let
your anger fall against me and my family, but do not destroy your people.” (v. 17)
David's sincere request to divert God's anger to him moves God's heart. You can sin.
You can make mistakes. In that situation, you need something you can stand on. I
wish we could confess like David did. Faithful confession always neutralizes Satan’s
schemes. Happy ending is always open.
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© Into the Word *

1.God allows the angel to send a plague to people, and then changes His mind when

He sees 70,000 people perish. God has this aspect ... Does your feeling for God
change?

2. Davis has committed evil tempted by Satan, but David repents and says that he and
his household will pay the penalty. Whatis David like?

@ inoourlife -

1.1f you make a mistake or violate the law, are you a person who admits your fault?
Are you willing to pay the price?If not, why is that?

2.If you know that Satan'’s incentive made you fall, would it be relatively tolerant and
clear thatyou are ready to admitwrong? Why?

© Memory Verse - James 1:14-15

“But each personistempted when heis lured and enticed by his own desire.
Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown
brings forth death.”

@ Sharing with your children ™

It takes courage to admit your fault, right? Your conscience is uncomfortable when
you hide the wrong. Have you ever experienced peace after acknowledging it?
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- week | The Fourth Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage

154

2 Chronicles 5:11-14

God’s presence completes
construction

0 Opening Question

If things go better than you planned and tried, have you ever realized that God did
it!?

@ Understanding today’s passage -

Solomon'’s temple construction was over. And the furnishings prepared by his father,
David, who had longed for the temple building, were brought into the temple. Final-
ly, Solomon devoted himself to the ceremony of bringing the ark of the covenant of
Jehovah, which was kept in the city of David. As all the leaders and people watched,
the Levites carried the Ark of the Covenant on their shoulders and placed it beneath
the wings of the Cherubim in the Most Holy Place, blowing a trumpet and the sound
of thanksgiving and praise echoed in the sky. “The Lord is good, and His kindness is
eternal.”

The building of the temple now seemed to have been completed. But it wasn't over
yet. Soon, the temple was filled with clouds that symbolized God's presence, and ev-
eryone experienced God's glory.

The temple is not a building. The temple is completed when the glory of God comes.
“All have sinned, and have not come to the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). When you
experience the glory of God, the light of God approaches you with warmth, the frozen



things begin to melt and your heart that has lost the light will come alive again. This is

the true beauty of the finished temple.

© 1nto the Word *

1.What did God fill the temple with? (v. 14)

2.When God filled the completed temple with a cloud of glory, how would be God's
heart?

@ inoourlife -

1.God is good! How much do you think you know such a good God?

2.Haveyou ever sensed the glory of God? How was it?

6 Memory Verse - Romans 3:23 :

“Forall have sinned and fall short of the glory of God"

@ Sharing with your children

God isinvisible, buthave you ever felt that there is a God?
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Afful, Innocent

Advance : # 3021967
Country : Congo, (Democratic Republic)
Serving At : Churches of Christ in Congo

Home Country : Ghana, Africa

Innocent P. Afful is a missionary with the General Board of Global
Ministries of The United Methodist Church, serving as coordinator for
orphans and vulnerable children for the Churches of Christ in the Congo,
based in Kinshasa in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC).

The Churches of Christ in the Congo is an ecumenical council
comprised of 74 member denominations, including The United Methodist
Church, representing 31 million believers, 320,000 congregations, 28,720
schools, and 48 colleges. It relates to 60 percent of the medical centers in
the DRC. Innocent’s work is focused in the Diakoinia Department, which
serves the most vulnerable, including thousands of children, many
orphaned or jeopardized through civil conflict. There are some 18,000
children in distress in the Kinshasa area alone.



Innocent is a native of Ghana and has worked in social ministry both
in his own country and in Liberia and Sierra Leone. He is a member of
the Rev. J.C. Mensah Memorial Methodist Church in Accra. He studied
at institutions in Ghana and Sierra Leone. He was at one time a United
Methodist missioner of hope and from 1999 through 2013 was employed
by the James One 27 Vocational Training Project in Mumford, Ghana, a
US-based nonprofit corporation.

“I started my faith journey at Sunday school classes at my local
church, and became a teacher and an organizer of the youth volunteers
in mission. I later became a community development worker with local
churches.

“At the tender age of 10, I can remember I was serving at church
sweeping and dusting the church pews while those of my age were
playing in the field. By design as I grew up, the only thing I wanted to do
was to serve and bring happiness to those who grieve.”

Responding later to God’s question, “whom shall I send?” (Isaiah 6:8),
he served as a missioner of hope and as a vocational skills instructor.
He helped to establish training centers in rural and urban areas to
reduce school dropouts and assist teenage mothers to become more self-
sustainable.

“I have been transformed, and I say this to the glory of God,” he
states.

Innocent and his wife, Wilhemina M. Afful, have three children,
Charity and Ephraim, both teenagers, and Jacobsen, born in 2009.

Contact Information : iafful@umcmission.org
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